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Letter from the
Chief Executive Offi  cer
Change. Pivot. Rethink. Reevaluate. These words are all showing up 
more in our day-to-day vocabulary. Not new words, but perhaps they 
have new meaning and new applications as of late. As part of adjusting 
to the new normal along with everyone else, Western National Parks 
Association (WNPA) and our National Park Service (NPS) partners 
needed to do some rethinking. This past quarter, with national parks 
and all WNPA stores closed, we needed to fi gure out solutions for 
staying in touch with one of our most-valued assets: our visitors. Our 
visitors keep us going, give our work meaning, validate the importance 
of national parks, and help us support the parks and our mission. 

This special “Meet Your Parks” issue of Your American West highlights the 
staff  at our partner parks and some of their innovative ideas and solutions 
for staying connected to people. Materials were created for teachers 
to share with their students; virtual tours of parks and visitor centers 
helped us feel like we could still get to our beloved parks; educational 
ranger-led talks and hikes gave us a feel for nature when we could not 
go outside as much as we love to; and 360-degree tours and webcams 
put us in a space where we could imagine being back in the parks. 

Part of our mission is education, and that takes the form of creative 
interpretive products. Another way you can stay connected to the parks 
is bringing home a product representing your favorite one. In this issue 
we highlight some of our cuddly plush friends—everyone needs an 
extra snuggle right now! Remember, your purchases support parks.

It seems the new normal is still being defi ned, and it will be diff erent 
for everyone. But what we have learned so far is how much we 
love and need our national parks. Whether you go to a park for 
peace and solitude, history and culture, or fi tness and fun, I can’t 
help but think most of us have a newfound appreciation for these 
special places that have been set aside for all people to enjoy. 

Our fall issue, coming out in October, will wrap up Meet Your Parks with the 
rest of our partner parks. By that time, we may be back in all parks. If not, we 
can use these ideas to stay connected as we continue to adapt and adjust.

Sincerely,

James E. Cook
Chief Executive Offi  cer
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People & Happenings

Happy Anniversary, WNPA!
This July 22, WNPA turns 82! Here's a look back with this excerpt from our organizational history.

How It All Started 

WNPA got its start in the 1930s—an era that produced monumental achievements, such as the Hoover 
Dam, Empire State Building, and Golden Gate Bridge. By the late 1930s, the NPS was over 20 years old. It 
was during these formative years that the NPS discovered a distinct gap in the National Park System: they 
had a limited budgetary capacity to create the interpretive materials (signage, books, etc.) that help visitors 
better understand the parks and their social, scientific, and historical significance. In 1936 Congress 
established agreements with cooperating associations, private nonprofit 501(c)(3) organizations that 
support government agencies, to help perform these interpretive functions. 

At the same time, the Casa Grande Ruins National Monument staff frequently gathered after work in 
superintendent Frank “Boss” Pinkley’s garden to discuss improvements and innovations. During these 
informal sessions, park naturalist Dale King persuaded Pinkley to support efforts to establish a cooperating 
association, which King insisted could help them better serve the public. 

King’s argument was compelling, Pinkley gave his support, and Southwest Monuments Association (later 
renamed Southwest Parks & Monuments Association, the precursor to WNPA) was established on July 22, 
1938, with $234.50 in start-up contributions. It served 18 remote park units.

Where We Are Today 

Today WNPA operates 75 park stores in more than 70 partner parks across 12 Western states. WNPA helps 
the NPS educate and connect visitors to the nature, history, culture, and recreation in our partner parks. We 
do so primarily by operating park stores and developing educational products that tell the parks’ stories. As 
a cooperating association, WNPA works closely with the NPS and follows NPS Director’s Order #32. We 
support national parks directly with cash aid and indirectly with staff, sales, and organizational support. 

While this anniversary is not a major milestone, we appreciate our history and are grateful for the parks who have 
joined us on our journey. We continue honoring past relationships and the people who helped move us forward and 
have made the journey more special!

WNPA's Home Office and The National Parks Store,  
located in Oro Valley, Arizona.
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Focus On

Meet Your 
Parks
WNPA partners with more than 70 national parks 
across the West. In this issue we will highlight parks in 
Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Montana, and Wyoming. Look for 
parks in more states in the fall issue of Your American West.

Because of COVID-19, all national parks were at least partially closed for some of the past 
months, but they quickly adapted to bring the parks to the people. Keep reading to see how 
they have stayed connected to visitors even while closed.
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Arizona

CANYON DE CHELLY NATIONAL MONUMENT

For nearly fi ve thousand years, people have lived in these canyons – longer than anyone has lived uninterrupted 
anywhere on the Colorado Plateau.  In the place called Tsegi, their homes and images tell us their stories. Today, Navajo 
families make their homes, raise livestock, and farm the lands in the canyons. A place like no other, the park and Navajo 
Nation work together to manage the land’s resources. Learn more about Canyon de Chelly National Monument. 

CASA GRANDE RUINS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT

You can virtually visit Casa Grande Ruins National 
Monument online! Go to this website to discover 
historical photographs, the history and culture of the 
monument, plants and animals, children’s activities, 
and more. After you “explore” the park, be sure to get 
your virtual visit passport stamp!

CORONADO NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Coronado National Memorial park ranger Zack Palma 
created the video series Canyon Cafecito with a Ranger
to show off  the many aspects of the park and take “a 
deeper look into life on the borderlands.” The videos 
include the history and scenery of the park as well as 
interviews with and presentations by many diff erent 
types of park staff , from superintendents to scientists. 
The goal is to teach people more about the park and its 
many employees. Episodes are still being fi lmed, so 
keep an eye on the park’s Facebook page for more!
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Arizona

CHIRICAHUA NATIONAL MONUMENT

The busiest days of the year at Chiricahua National Monument were just starting as COVID-19 concerns forced 
significant change. Tours of the Faraway Ranch, birding and nature hikes, and campground chats had to be 
suspended, and the rangers and interns who spend their days educating the public began to miss crucial visitor 
interactions. In response, interpretive rangers and Student Conservation Association interns decided to take their 
program highlights and information online. They started filming and captioning short videos about the flora, fauna, 
history, and geology of the park. Regular and new visitors alike got to meet or see their favorite rangers, learn a little 
something, and experience the park virtually. Whether you “tune in” to Instagram for #MonumentMinute or 
Facebook for #ScienceSunday or just browse the videos, there is a lot to see and learn. Watch wild turkeys, believed to 
be Chiricahua’s namesake, fight for alpha status or a mate. Learn about the bird counting event “Global Big Day” and 
the nest of the Scott’s oriole. Discover how a volcano formed the “caldera” and erosion created rock “tafoni” that 
looks like swiss cheese. There’s plenty to explore!

FORT BOWIE NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

Fort Bowie National Historic Site videos and photos bring 
history to life! On #FortBowieFAQ, #SoldierSunday, and 
#MilitaryMonday, volunteers join staff in performing 
classic harmonica and bugle songs to share how soldiers 
spent their days or passed the time. If you browse the 
Facebook photos and posts, you will see rangers bring 
stories from the museum, wildlife sightings, and 
American Indian traditions to the public. Be careful, 
though—if you’re in the Southwest you might just find 
the inspiration to try a little Apache cooking or basket art 
with local yucca fiber and flowers.
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Arizona

HUBBELL TRADING POST 
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

The squeaky wooden fl oor greets your entry into the 
oldest continuously operating trading post in the 
American Southwest.  When your eyes adjust to the 
dim light in the “bullpen” you fi nd you’ve just entered a 
mercantile.  Hubbell Trading Post has been serving 
Ganado selling goods and Native American Art since 
1878. Discover Hubbell Trading Post National Historic 
Site, where history is made every day!

MONTEZUMA CASTLE 
NATIONAL MONUMENT & 
TUZIGOOT NATIONAL MONUMENT

Every few weeks, Ranger Laura reconnects people to 
Montezuma Castle National Monument and Tuzigoot 
National Monument with her online show, “Two 
Javelinas Between Us.” Ranger Laura asks a special 
guest about what’s going on at the park. In the fi rst 
episode, she asked park biologist Phil Wickey about the 
park’s Mexican spotted owls and the work being done 
to restore their habitats. The videos are posted on the 
Facebook pages for both Tuzigoot NM and Montezuma 
Castle NM.

NAVAJO NATIONAL MONUMENT

Navajo National Monument was established in 1909 
to preserve and interpret the archaeological and 
cultural heritage of the ancestral Pueblon people who 
built Tsegi Phase villages within the natural sandstone 
alcoves of the canyons. Betatakin, Keet Seel, and 
Inscription House were occupied from approximately 
1250 to 1300 and are among the best-preserved cliff  
dwellings in the state of Arizona.

ORGAN PIPE CACTUS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT

Look closely. Look again. The sights and sounds of 
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument, an 
International Biosphere Reserve, reveal a thriving 
community of plants and animals. Human stories echo 
throughout this desert preserve, chronicling thousands 
of years of desert living. A scenic drive, wilderness hike, 
or a night of camping will expose you to a living desert 
that thrives.
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Arizona

SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK

Want to be a Junior Ranger at Saguaro National Park? 
Download the Junior Ranger Activity Booklet from 
their website, fill it out, and mail it to the park. After 
you’ve mailed it in, watch this video and get sworn in 
by an actual park ranger!

SUNSET CRATER VOLCANO  
NATIONAL MONUMENT

The cinder cone volcano’s rim is the dusky red of 
sunset, but the crater is only part of the story. Around 
1085 the ground began to shake, and lava spewed high 
into the air. When the eruption finished, it had changed 
both the landscape and the people who lived here. 
Today, it teaches how nature and humankind affect 
each other—and how rebirth and renewal happen in 
the wake of disaster. Learn more at nps.gov/sucr.

TONTO NATIONAL MONUMENT

Why do you like working at Tonto National 
Monument?

 “The people I work with and all the awesome visitors I 
meet every day. I learn something new every day. I also 
help people by sharing my knowledge of our 
monument, which is a win-win.”  —Rosanne Mitchell, 
WNPA park store manager

WALNUT CANYON  
NATIONAL MONUMENT

Come gaze across curved canyon walls. Among the 
remarkable geological formations of the canyon itself, 
the former homes of ancient inhabitants are easily 
evident. Along the trails you can imagine life within 
Walnut Canyon while visiting actual pueblos and 
walking in the steps of those who came before. Learn 
more at nps.gov/waca.
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Arizona
TUMACÁCORI NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

When the COVID-19 crisis began, Tumacácori National Historical 
Park realized it needed to make its educational content accessible 
online. After taking an inventory of the site, park staff realized they 
had a lot of good text, but the images were small, out-of-date, and 
lacked the alt text required for accessibility. They updated the 
language, navigation, images, and design of the site to make it easier 
to find information and more appealing to today's visitors. They also 
asked local teachers what resources were most helpful to them, and 
when the answer was “short videos,” they increased the number of 
videos available on the site from two to 10 and added a 360-degree 
virtual tour.

Next the park plans on expanding their photo galleries and releasing 
an interactive page called “Tumacácori Illustrated,” which will allow 
visitors to zoom in on scenes from the new illustration in the park 
brochure. Check out the updated website!

WUPATKI NATIONAL MONUMENT

Nestled between the Painted Desert and ponderosa highlands of northern Arizona, Wupatki is a landscape of 
legacies. Ancient pueblos dot red-rock outcroppings across miles of prairie. Where food and water seem impossible 
to find, people built pueblos, raised families, farmed, traded, and thrived. Today, if you linger and listen, earth and 
artifacts whisper their stories to us still. Learn more at nps.gov/wupa.
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New Mexico

AZTEC RUINS NATIONAL MONUMENT

Pueblo people describe this site as part of their migration journey. Today you can follow their ancient passageways to 
a distant time. Explore a 900-year-old ancestral Pueblo Great House with more than 400 masonry rooms. Look up 
and see original timbers holding up the roof. Search for the fingerprints of ancient workers in the mortar. Listen for an 
echo of ritual drums in the reconstructed Great Kiva. Learn more at nps.gov/azru.

BANDELIER NATIONAL MONUMENT

Hike the trails at Bandelier National Monument without ever leaving your couch! 
Since the park’s partial closure in March, interpretive rangers have been working on 
“almost as good as being there” virtual tours for all of the trails, including a 
ranger-guided tour of the Main Loop Trail. You can even get a virtual stamp for your 
park passport book!  

CAPULIN VOLCANO NATIONAL MONUMENT

How is Capulin Volcano National Monument serving visitors 
during COVID-19?

“People are out visiting our 56,000–60,000-year-old Capulin 
Volcano while social distancing. While the visitor center is closed, 
the volcano is crowded with wildlife and curious hikers that want 
to learn or explore the lava flows created before any of you 
reading this were born. Our rangers are working hard to keep 
visitors informed by posting signage for what’s happened at the 
park and park hours as well as updating our website information 
and Facebook page. Although our road to the top is closed, visitors 
are more than welcome to take a 30-minute hike or a 15-minute 
bike ride up a volcano to see the magnificent scenery at the top. It 
is said on a good day you can see into five states from the top: 
New Mexico, Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas.”  —Hector 
Guerrero, WNPA sales associate
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New Mexico

CARLSBAD CAVERNS NATIONAL PARK

Google Arts & Culture offers two ways to explore Carlsbad Caverns National Park virtually. A video series called The 
Hidden Worlds of National Parks allows people to “follow rangers on a journey to places most people never go.” 
Stunning videography takes you through cave formations by the light of a headlamp and lets you watch as thousands 
of bats fly out of an entrance. If you prefer to follow your own path, you can “walk” through the caves on Google 
Street View. Happy caving!

CHACO CULTURE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Today the massive buildings of the ancestral Puebloan people still testify to the organizational and engineering 
abilities not seen anywhere else in the American Southwest. For a deeper contact with the canyon that was central 
to thousands of people between 850 and 1250, come and explore Chaco through guided tours, hiking and biking 
trails, evening campfire talks, and night sky programs. Learn more at nps.gov/chcu.
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New Mexico

EL MALPAIS NATIONAL MONUMENT

El Malpais National Monument has kept in touch with 
visitors through their Facebook page, mainly by sharing 
photos and fun facts like “This Week’s Lava Feature.” 
Check out their Facebook page to learn more.

EL MORRO NATIONAL MONUMENT

Debbie Brown, a volunteer at El Morro National 
Monument since October 2019, has gone wild with 
mask making. Debbie is staying in park housing, 
self-quarantined because of an autoimmune disease, 
but this hasn’t slowed her down one bit. With a 
creative talent and nimble fingers, she took it upon 
herself to make color-coordinated masks for both NPS 
and WNPA staff. Within just a few weeks of the 
shutdown, all of the staff had great masks, with filters 
inside that matched their uniforms. Debbie then 
offered free masks to members of the community, 
Zuni pueblo, and the Ramah Navajo.

FORT UNION NATIONAL MONUMENT

Exposed to the wind, within a sweeping valley of short 
grass prairie, amid the swales of the Santa Fe Trail, lie 
the territorial-style adobe remnants of the largest 
1800s military fort in the region. Between 1851 and 
1891, Fort Union functioned as an agent of political 
and cultural change, whether desired or not, in New 
Mexico and throughout the Southwest. Learn more at 
nps.gov/foun.

GILA CLIFF DWELLINGS  
NATIONAL MONUMENT

Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument invited Junior 
Rangers to celebrate National Junior Ranger Day from 
home with Ranger Kit. Kids could color in Ranger Kit 
and take their drawing on a great adventure through 
their home or backyard. The park plans on releasing a 
new Junior Ranger program soon, but in the meantime, 
Ranger Kit can be downloaded on the park’s Facebook 
page.
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New Mexico

PETROGLYPH NATIONAL MONUMENT

Even though the visitor center at Petroglyph National 
Monument closed due to COVID-19, the NPS kept the 
trails open, and rangers and volunteers have been 
roving the trails to answer visitors’ questions and 
concerns.  The park superintendent, interpretive 
rangers, and trail volunteers also created a series of 
virtual tours and short videos to post on the park’s 
Facebook page. The videos discuss many topics related 
to the park, including plants, wildflowers, the 
petroglyphs, and trail etiquette.

PECOS NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Kids to Parks Day is an annual event created by the 
National Park Trust to encourage kids and their families 
to enjoy our national parks. Because of COVID-19, this 
year’s event morphed into Parks to Kids Day to keep 
kids engaged with parks virtually. Pecos National 
Historical Park chipped in by creating games for kids to 
download from the park’s Facebook page and do in 
their backyards. After a child completes the game, they 
can send it to the park to earn a sticker and some other 
special prizes donated by WNPA.

SALINAS PUEBLO MISSIONS NATIONAL MONUMENT

What makes Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument special?

“Visitors to Salinas Pueblo Missions NM are engaged in two worlds: The Pueblo people that occupied the land in 
central New Mexico for thousands of years and the Spanish conquistadors and missionaries that arrived in the early 
1600s. It’s a story of trade, religion and conflict. Our visitors find it fascinating to explore the missions and pueblo and 
history of its people.”  —Kathryn O’Connor, WNPA park store manager



15 Western National Parks Association  | Summer 2020

New Mexico

TRAIL OF TEARS 
NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Remember and commemorate the survival of the 
Cherokee people, forcefully removed from their 
homelands in Georgia, Alabama, and Tennessee to live 
in what is now Oklahoma. They traveled by foot, horse, 
wagon, or steamboat from 1838 to 1839. Learn more.

WHITE SANDS NATIONAL PARK

White Sands National Park has a dedicated team of 
interpretive park rangers operating a real-time virtual 
visitor center via Instagram, answering park questions 
covering a range of topics—just like they would in 
person. Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
1:00 to 3:00 Mountain time, visitors can participate in 
a variety of activities, including Bingo After Dark, Junior 
Ranger Day, Build Your Own Dunefi eld, BioBlitz, Use of 
a Yucca, Ice Age Mammals, and more. Park staff  also 
post photos to off er a sneak peek of what awaits the 
park visitor once we can all venture out again.

SANTA FE NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

Travel on Santa Fe National Historic Trail through photos, videos, and more! The park’s website will show you sites 
along the trail and teach you about the people who traveled it between 1821 and 1880.
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Texas

ALIBATES FLINT QUARRIES NATIONAL MONUMENT

Even though the Alibates Flint Quarries National 
Monument visitor center and Quarries Trail are closed, 
both sites can still be visited virtually! You can also 
download and print the virtual visitor stamp for your 
Passport to Your National Parks.

BIG THICKET NATIONAL PRESERVE

When park rangers at Big Thicket National Preserve
found themselves working from home in March, they 
wanted to fi nd a way to help all of the parents who 
suddenly found themselves in the role of homeschool 
teachers. Using funding from WNPA, park rangers 
received training on how to develop short lessons 
about the ecosystems within the park and teach kids 
about the natural diversity of this unique place. They 
used the hashtags #HomeSchool and 
#LessonsFromHome to reach homebound teachers 
and students around the country with lessons about 
carnivores, bird migration paths, ecosystem 
classifi cation, and invasive species management. Find 
these lessons and more by following Big Thicket N Pres 
on Facebook.

CHAMIZAL NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Chamizal National Memorial staff  are excited to off er 
a new, interactive virtual game, which visitors can play 
safely at home to learn simple ways anyone can help 
take care of the planet. The sustainability board game 
was originally planned as an in-person activity at the 
park’s National Junior Ranger Day Event in April to help 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, but when 
the park closed in response to COVID-19, staff  started 
developing virtual experiences to safely share the 
park’s story. In the game, a spotted ground squirrel 
named Chami leads players through adventures in the 
park and shares simple actions people can take at 
home and in their community to help counteract the 
eff ects of climate change around the world. Chamizal 
N Mem serves as a reminder that big issues—such as 
our stewardship of the planet—can be resolved when 
everyone works together for a common goal.
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Texas

FORT DAVIS NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE

On Tuesday, May 19, the National Parks Conservation Association hosted an online “Park Talk” called “Sound the 
Bugle, See the Stars: How History and Nature Are Enjoyed at Fort Davis National Historic Site.” The host for the talk 
was Chloe Crumley, community engagement coordinator for the Texas Region of the National Parks Conservation 
Association. Park rangers John Heiner and Chelsea Rios took listeners back in time while talking about Fort Davis’ role 
in westward expansion.  They shared information and answered questions on all aspects of fort life, including the 
daily life of the soldiers, officers, officer’s wives and children, laundresses, and servants who lived there.

LAKE MEREDITH  
NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Within the dry, windswept plains of the Texas 
Panhandle lies a hidden oasis, a welcoming haven where 
wildlife and humans find respite from the dry grasslands 
above. Through this plain, the Canadian River has cut 
dramatic 200-foot canyons, or breaks, where humans 
lived 13,000 years ago.  Lake Meredith occupies these 
hidden coves and is a haven for migratory birds and 
other wildlife. Learn more at nps.gov/lamr.

LYNDON B JOHNSON  
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Lyndon B Johnson National Historical Park tells the story 
of our 36th president, beginning with his ancestors and 
ending with his final resting place on his beloved LBJ 
Ranch. This entire “circle of life” gives the visitor a 
unique perspective into one of America’s most 
noteworthy citizens by providing the most complete 
picture of any American president.
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Texas
GUADALUPE MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK

Guadalupe Mountains National Park kept kids engaged with nature and art with its annual poster contest. Participants 
were asked to illustrate what “Recreation for All” meant to them, and the winner’s artwork will be included on the park’s 
2021 annual pass. Entries came from nine states, with the winning artwork submitted by 13-year-old Catherin Gruen  
from California. She said, “It’s important to get out of the house and see our beautiful country.” 

 Catherine Gruen's illustration of "Recreation for All".

Other contest entries by 
Mara Van Wagner, Zoie 
Salaz, Olivia Vo, Chloe 
Canada, and Evelyn Luster.
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Texas

PALO ALTO BATTLEFIELD NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Why is Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Park important to people right now?

“Had you asked this six months ago, I probably would have given a different answer. At this moment I believe the 
importance of the park is twofold. Since visitation is still low, it’s a place where people can recreate while maintaining 
social distancing fairly easily. Aside from the physical benefits of walking the trails, there is also the untold benefit of 
mental and emotional well-being the outdoors provides. Secondly, in our current climate, I believe this park 
represents change. And not just the redrawing of maps but all of the motivations, thoughts, and emotions that 
surround change—either for or against. I think that’s something many people can connect with right now.” —Daniel 
Ibarra, NPS park ranger

PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE

Every year Padre Island National Seashore invites the public to watch a 
once-in-a-lifetime event—the hatching of Kemps ridley sea turtle nests 
and the rush of the newborn babies to the ocean. The public releases 
are extremely popular, with up to 1,200 people attending, but they 
had to be canceled this year because of COVID-19. Instead, the park 
decided to record videos of the hatchings and post them on their 
Division of Sea Turtle Science & Recovery Facebook page, where they 
have received even more views than they would have in person.

SAN ANTONIO MISSIONS  
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

Have a fun night in with San Antonio Missions National Historical 
Park! The park is hosting a series of “Quarantine Date Nights” on their 
Facebook page, where they provide free entertainment to go with your 
meal. Past events include a presentation about the history of Tex Mex 
food and a painting class. ¡Salud!
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Montana & Wyoming

BIGHORN CANYON NATIONAL RECREATION AREA

Virtually stroll past historic ranches, deep canyons, lively waterfalls, pine trees and moss-covered boulders when you 
join a virtual hike at Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area.

LITTLE BIGHORN BATTLEFIELD NATIONAL MONUMENT

As soon as the park closed to visitors, Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument decided to keep in touch with 
live videos on their Facebook page. So far there are two video series, “Five Minutes at Little Bighorn” and “Wild 
Wednesdays,” hosted by the park’s biologist. Videos have discussed significant milestones and locations of the battle 
and different plants found within the park. There is a lot of engagement with the videos, so the park plans on posting 
them for a long time!
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Western National Parks Association
HELPING YOU STAY CONNECTED TO PARKS

At the end of March, WNPA did some thinking on how we were 
going to keep our members, donors, and fellow park lovers 
connected to parks after they closed. We decided to increase our 
sharing of digital content to keep our parks on your minds and in 
your hearts. On our social media accounts you will fi nd new and 
interesting park content, including virtual park tours and fascinating 
facts about plants and wildlife. Every day of the week has a theme, 
such as Wildlife Wednesday, Storytime Saturday, or Sunset Sunday. 
History enthusiasts, those who like animals, or people who just 
want to learn more about parks will fi nd something to love on 
WNPA’s Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. If you love to read, you 
can add us as a friend on Goodreads to learn more about WNPA 
books both old and new!

If you miss attending in-person events at national parks or at The 
National Parks Store in Oro Valley, Arizona, you can have a digital 
programming guide emailed to you every week. These guides 
provide educational content and resources related to NPS monthly 
themes as well as cool stuff  going on in parks. Past topics include 
Explore Biodiversity in National Parks, Music in the Parks, and Let 
the Power of Parks Help Put You at Ease. If you would like to receive 
the digital programming guide, fi ll out this email signup form and 
check the fi rst box for The National Parks Store.

WNPA AND THE NPS WORK TOGETHER 
TO PROVIDE FOR THOSE IN NEED

This past April, WNPA worked with our friends at the 
NPS to donate food to local food banks, schools, 
hospitals, and families. Our stores in more than 70 
national parks were temporarily closed so we packaged 
and distributed perishable food items to those in need 
in nearby communities.
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New & Notable Releases

Baby Javelina Plush Toy
Now you can safely snuggle your favorite wild animal! 
The javelina is found in Southwestern deserts, with 
cute baby javelinas following their parents closely. 
Whether you are starting your own squadron or adding 
to an existing one, our realistic 9" baby javelina plush is 
one of the most adorable plushes yet! Available online
(along with our adult javelina plush!).

Roadrunner Plush Toy
Meep, meep! Catch the new roadrunner plush! 
Roadrunners prefer to stay on the ground but they 
can run down their prey at speeds of up to 20 miles 
per hour. Bring home this Southwestern bird by 
adding the 14" roadrunner plush to your collection 
of cuddly toys. Available online.

Lyndon B. Johnson Hereford Cow 
Plush Toy
Because the "LBJ Ranch" included four hundred 
registered Hereford cattle, the Hereford cow has since 
become synonymous with the ranch. Commemorate 
this special relationship between President Lyndon B. 
Johnson and his beloved Herefords with our replica 
plush. Its soft and comfy body measures 10" in length, 
and it even comes with LBJ's signature branded horn. 
Available online.
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For the most current event information at WNPA-affiliated sites near you, check out their websites!

Arizona
Canyon de Chelly National Monument
Casa Grande Ruins National Monument
Chiricahua National Monument
Coronado National Memorial
Fort Bowie National Historic Site
Hubbell Trading Post National Historic Site
Lake Mead National Recreation Area
Montezuma Castle National Monument
Navajo National Monument
Organ Pipe Cactus National Monument
Saguaro National Park
Sunset Crater Volcano National Monument
The National Parks Store
Tonto National Monument
Tumacácori National Historical Park
Tuzigoot National Monument
Walnut Canyon National Monument
Wupatki National Monument

California
Channel Islands National Park
Eugene O’Neill National Historic Site
John Muir National Historic Site
Mojave National Preserve
Pinnacles National Park
Port Chicago Naval Magazine National Memorial
San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park
Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area

Colorado
Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Park
Curecanti National Recreation Area
Great Sand Dunes National Park & Preserve
Sand Creek Massacre National Historic Site

Kansas
Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site
Fort Larned National Historic Site
Fort Scott National Historic Site
Nicodemus National Historic Site

Montana & Wyoming
Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area
Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument

Nevada
Great Basin National Park
Lake Mead National Recreation Area

New Mexico
Aztec Ruins National Monument
Bandelier National Monument
Capulin Volcano National Monument
Carlsbad Caverns National Park
Chaco Culture National Historical Park
El Malpais National Monument
El Morro National Monument
Fort Union National Monument
Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monument
Pecos National Historical Park
Petroglyph National Monument
Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument
White Sands National Park

Oklahoma
Chickasaw National Recreation Area
Washita Battlefield National Historic Site

Texas
Alibates Flint Quarries National Monument
Big Thicket National Preserve
Chamizal National Memorial
Fort Davis National Historic Site
Guadalupe Mountains National Park
Lake Meredith National Recreation Area
Lyndon B Johnson National Historical Park
Padre Island National Seashore
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Park
San Antonio Missions National Historical Park

Utah
Golden Spike National Historical Park
Timpanogos Cave National Monument

Trails
Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail
Lewis & Clark National Historic Trail
Santa Fe National Historic Trail
Trail of Tears National Historic Trail



Support Our Mission

Forging a Trail Forward–Together
As a nonprofi t education partner of the NPS, 
WNPA gives national parks funding and 
services they can’t source on their own. 100%
of our fi nancial resources support this goal, 
and your investment of $25 or more is the only 
way for us to continue this critical work for 
national parks. Your gift ensures that we can 
continue to support scientifi c research and 
discovery, encourage people to engage with 
natural resources for peace and serenity, and 
help children learn, explore, and grow their 
minds and worlds.

If you have already donated, we thank you for 
your support. Stay happy and hopeful and 
together, we will forge a trail forward.

SUPPORT 
PARKS NOW

natural resources for peace and serenity, and 
help children learn, explore, and grow their 

If you have already donated, we thank you for 
your support. Stay happy and hopeful and 
together, we will forge a trail forward.

WNPA helps parks
develop research, 
projects, events,
& programs.

Visitors connect
with parks

and become
supporters.

Your donation
to WNPA

$


