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O U T L O O K 

Y e l l o w s t o n e in Win ter 
The noise and stench of snowmobiles dominate the winter 

landscape in the country's first national park. 

During a recent trip into 
a snow-covered Yel

lowstone National Park, 
I, along with board mem
bers and friends, cross
country skied to the 
Lonestar geyser—a magi
cal three-mile journey 
along the Firehole River. 
We watched in silence as the geyser 
erupted, then ate lunch by the river 
along with a few grazing elk. 

I have some strong images from that 
trip: snow-covered bison against a back 
drop of bubbling geysers; snow stained 
with the blood of an elk killed by wolves; 
and bald eagles soaring in a clear sky. 

But as we circled back toward Old 
Faithful, the high-pitched whine and 
noxious haze generated by snowmobiles 
brought us back to the other realities of 
Yellowstone. Each winter the images of 
bison, wolves, and eagles are accompa
nied by the stench and noise of more 
than 80,000 snowmobiles. 

Snowmobiles were to be phased out of 
Yellowstone during the 2002/3 winter 
season. The change was to be complete 
by 2003/4. The rule came about after 
years of scientific research and public 
comment, both of which supported the 
phase-out. The snowmobile industry 
sued the Park Service, and the Bush 
administration indicated it would not 
support the ban. Instead, the adminis
tration has launched a new process to 
reconsider the final regulation and will 
decide by early fall whether snowmo

biles—more polluting 
than cars—will be allow
ed to continue in the 
park. At congested areas 
such as West Yellowstone, 
the winter air in the park 
can be as filthy as that 
over Houston, Texas, 
among the most polluted 

cities in the country. The noise and pol
lution generated by snowmobiles, as well 
as their effect on wildlife, are among the 
key reasons Yellowstone remains on our 
list of Ten Most Endangered Parks for 
the fourth year (see page 32). 

NPCA supports increasing appropri
ate access to parks and improving the 
visitor experience. But snowmobiles, 
which have been banned in Glacier 
National Park, are not an appropriate 
way to see Yellowstone. Until we are 
assured that the air will be clean, the 
noise silenced, and the wildlife protect
ed, we will push to get snowmobiles out 
of the park. Many of our members agree. 
Dozens responded to an article in the 
November/December magazine that 
addressed this issue. You can read a few 
of them on page 7. Let the administra
tion hear from you on this subject. 
Please send comments to the address 
provided on page 15 or go to our web 
site at www.npca.org and use our Take 
Action Center. The fate of the world's 
first national park is in our hands. 

Thomas C. Kiernan 
President 
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About NPCA 
WHO WE ARE 
Established in 1919, the National Parks 
Conservation Association is America's only pri
vate, nonprofit advocacy organization dedicated 
solely to protecting, preserving, and enhancing 
the U.S. National Park System. 

WHAT WE DO 
NPCA protects national parks by identifying prob
lems and generating support to resolve them 

WHAT WE STAND FOR 
The mission of NPCA is to protect and enhance 
America's National Park System for present and 
future generations. 

HOW TO JOIN 
You can become a member by calling our Mem
bership Department, extension 213. National 
Parks magazine is among the benefits you will 
receive. Of the $25 membership dues, $3 covers a 
one-year subscription to the magazine. 

EDITORIAL MISSION 
The magazine is the only national publication 
focusing solely on national parks. The magazine 
creates an awareness of the need to protect and 
properly manage park resources, encourages an 

appreciation for the natural and historic treasures 
found in the parks, and informs and inspires indi
viduals to help preserve them. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Members can help defend America's natural and 
cultural heritage. Activists alert Congress and 
the administration to park threats; comment on 
park planning and adjacent land-use decisions; 
assist NPCA in developing partnerships; and 
educate the public and the media. For more 
information, contact our grassroots coordinator, 
extension 222 

HOW TO DONATE 
For more information on Partners for the Parks, 
contact our Membership Department, extension 
213. For information about Trustees for the Parks, 
bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, call 
our Development Department, extension 145 or 
146. You can also donate by shopping online at 
www.npca.org, where 5 percent of your pur
chases is donated to NPCA at no extra cost to 
you. 

HOW TO REACH US 
National Parks Conservation Association, 1300 
19th St., N.W., Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036; 
by phone: 1-800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: m 
npca.org; and www.npca.org. 

E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

L i n g e r i n g I s s u e s 

For millions of immi
grants, the Statue of 

Liberty has represent
ed sanctuary. For mil
lions of Americans, it 
represents a celebration of democracy. In 
the aftermath of the September 11 
attacks, it has also come to represent 
hope for the future. Even though build
ings may fall and lives may be lost, the 
democratic ideals embodied by the 
national parks, such as the Statue of 
Liberty, will prevail. 

Our cover story explores the role 
played by the Park Service in the after
math of the attacks as well as the agency's 
increasing role in providing security to 
both the parks and the people who love 
them. One park, Federal Hall National 
Memorial, was damaged by vibrations 
caused by the collapse of the World 
Trade Center towers. 

Federal Hall, diagonally across from 
the New York Stock Exchange in lower 
Manhattan, is on our Ten Most En
dangered Parks list this year, also fea
tured in this issue. The memorial needs 
money to repair damage and to update 
30-year-old educational displays. Other, 
less obvious effects linger. 

As our nation responded generously 
to provide relief, organizations serving 
other national needs faced declines in 
revenue. NPCA is no exception. Both 
the diversion of funds to the relief efforts 
and the anthrax attacks in October 
affected NPCA's fund-raising solicita
tions. We have been challenged, more 
than ever, to use our members' contribu
tions as effectively as possible. One of the 
ways we have chosen to reduce expenses 
is by combining our March/April and 
May/June issues. We will resume our 
regular bimonthly publication schedule 
with the July/August issue. 

Linda M . Rancour t 

Editor-in-Chief 
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L E T T E R S 

Snowmobiles and New Design 

Silence Is Golden 
Thank you for the article "Desperately 
Seeking Silence" [November/December 
2001]. I have not had the privilege of 
visiting Yellowstone during the deep 
winter, but I agree that the National Park 
System should be reserved for tranquil 
visits.. .both for people and for wildlife. 

Lois R. Lane 
Muskego, WI 

I am a resident and employee of a resort 
that relies solely on the snowmobiling 
community in the winter months. I 
work and live year-round about 17 miles 
from the entrance of Grand Teton 
National Park. 

Without snowmobiling, we would 
have no winter season, yet I couldn't 
agree more with "Desperately Seeking 
Silence." Winter is truly the cathedral of 
seasons, not only cherished for its unpar
alleled beauty, but also for its serene still
ness. Yet, in the winter, from sunup to 
sundown, all you hear is the infernal 
screeching of machines. 

Edward Abbey was right. Snowmo
biles in Yellowstone are like cars in 
church. Those who worry over loss of 
income if snowmobiling were eliminat
ed in Yellowstone have a legitimate com
plaint, but getting snowmobiles out of 
Yellowstone is the right thing to do. 

Duncan Allinson 
Moran, WY 

"Desperately Seeking Silence" gave a 
very clear picture of the effects of these 

machines on air quality, noise quality, 
and on wildlife, as well as those of us 
who would like a quiet winter experi
ence in the park. 

In February 2000, I took part in the 
noise pollution survey referred to in the 
article. My partner and I were more than 
a mile from the groomed road and heard 
snowmobiles 100 percent of the time. 

This past summer, I staffed a table to 
get support from park visitors to phase 
out snowmobiles over a three-year peri
od. We had overwhelming support for 
the phase-out, and many visitors from all 
over the world were aware of the issue. 

Jeanne Hum 
La Mirada, CA 

"Desperately Seeking Silence" states that 
a group of four snowmobiles can be 
heard a mile and a half across an open 
meadow. A snowcoach can be heard for 
9,690 feet (1.8 miles) across the same 
open meadow. It was never the intent of 
the parks to have no noise in them. It is 
the agenda of some who want no snow-
machines (and no cars) in Yellowstone. 

Only 1 percent of the people who 
enter Yellowstone from West Yellow
stone are cross-country skiers. Should we 
set 100 percent of the park aside in the 
winter for only 1 percent (or 5 percent) 
of the people who want to use it? 

Jim Gerber 
St. Anthony, ID 

Editorial Reply: The National Park 
Service is continuing to collect com
ments on this subject. Send comments 
to the agency by May 29. See page 15 for 
more details. 

New Look 
I just received the latest edition of 
National Parks [January/February 2002]. 
It is an excellent publication. I'm new to 
the magazine and NPCA. Some of my 
fondest childhood memories involve 
summer vacation visits to the parks. It is 

indeed a pleasure to be a supporter. 
Happy New Year to you and your 
superb staff. 

Malcolm Deivar 
Burlingame, CA 

The National Parks edition for the new 
year is marvelous. I've enjoyed the mag
azine in the past, but the improvements 
you made are noticeable and appreciat
ed. I value your covering more about 
people of color and personal stories 
["Looking Homeward"]. I share the 
magazine with my school, which is 70 
percent people of color. To have articles 
and pictures reflecting the diversity of 
America is crucial. I'm glad your maga
zine reflects the importance of ecosys
tems. More people need to understand 
the interconnectedness of humans and 
their environments. Keep up the great 
work in 2002. 

Michael Siptroth 
Seattle, WA 

To see more letters on these and other topics, 
please visit our web site at www.npca.org. 

CORRECTION 
Minidoka Internment National Mon
ument was created by presidential 
proclamation. 

WRITE TO US 

Send mail to: Letters, National Parks, 
1300 19th St., N.W, Suite 300, 
Washington, DC 20036. Letters can 
also be e-mailed to npmag @npca.org. 

"YOU ARE HERE" 

This park draws its name partly from a 
Chippewa Indian legend of two cubs 
that drowed while their mother bear 
watched helplessly atop a bluff. 
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You've seen our wonders, now 
see more of what New Brunswick 

*
as to offer! Take incredible 
ay Adventures! Kayak to see 

a sandbar full of seals, take a 
Cajun cruise or head out for 
some of the best whale-watching 
on Canada's east coast! 
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Atlantic Marine Wildlife Tours 
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Tour The St John River... 
The Most Picturesque 
River Experience in 
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Tide times vary daily 
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La Dune de Bouctouche! 
Follow the boardwalk that 
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L I T I G A T I O N 

Grand Canyon Plan 
for Colorado River 
Park Service will examine river 

access, impact of motorized use. 

G R A N D C A N Y O N N.P. , A R I Z . — 

The public will once again have a say in 
how the 277 miles of the Colorado 
River that flows through Grand Canyon 
is managed, thanks to the settlement of a 
lawsuit filed by NPCA and other 
groups. 

A public planning process that would 
shape future management of part of the 
river and 1.1 million acres of proposed 
wilderness within the park had been 
halted by a former park superintendent 
in February 2000. Under the settlement, 
the Park Service agreed to resume it. 

NPCA, the Grand Canyon Private 
Boaters Association, American Canoe 
Association, American Whitewater, and 
four individuals filed the suit in July 
2000, responding to the 
former park super
intendent's decision to • 
halt the plan. Among -
other assertions, the 
suit alleged that the 
agency failed to pro
tect the wilderness 
qualities of the river 
and did not offer equal 
access to noncommer
cial boaters. 

"The settlement is a victory because it 
allows the public to regain its voice con-

The Colorado River winds through the Grand Canyon, Arizona. 

cerning the future of the Grand 
Canyon," said Randall Rasmussen, act
ing director of NPCAs Southwest 
regional office. "It's significant because 
all the parties to the lawsuit agree it is 
important to restart the public planning 
process now." 

In a statement, the Park Service said it 
considers the agreement "an equitable 
resolution" in the public's best interest. 

The Park Service 
has agreed to con
sider the impact of 
motorized boat and 
helicopter use on 
the acres of pro
posed wilderness, 

> as well as ways to 
improve access for 

' self-guided boaters. 
Currently, would-

be boaters can wait 
16-to-23 years for a permit to float the 
Colorado River through Grand Canyon, 

but people willing to pay a commercial 
outfitter can usually get a spot on a trip 
during any season. 

"The current system is totally unfair 
to the self-guided boater, who must wait 
almost a quarter-century for a chance to 
get on the river," Rasmussen said. 

The settlement, filed January 17, 
requires the Park Service to restart the 
management plan within 120 days and 
complete it by 2004. Conservation 
groups pressured the Park Service to 
merge the river plan with the park's 1998 
Draft Wilderness Management Plan, 
but the agency reserved the right to com
plete them separately. 

"These issues are complicated and 
controversial," Rasmussen said, "and for 
decades the public has needed the Park 
Service to steer us through the most dif
ficult rapids. The good news is that with 
this settlement, the current park superin
tendent has taken the oars and is pre
pared to launch us again." 
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L E G I S L A T I O N 

Proposed Budget 
Falls Short for Parks 
President Bush's proposed budget 

boosts park funding slightly. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D.C.—President 
Bush's recently proposed budget would 
slightly increase funding to national 
parks, but critics say it doesn't do 
enough—not within the framework of 
the president's promise to clear a $5 bil
lion backlog of deferred maintenance 
repairs by 2006. 

"The president's fiscal year 2003 bud
get proposal falls well short of necessary 
funding and, in fact, does not keep (the 
backlog) promise on track," said Ron 
Tipton, senior vice president of pro
grams for NPCA. 

The operating budget of the National 
Park Service (NPS) would rise Si09 mil
lion, to ST64 billion. Bush's overall pro

posal of $2.4 billion for NPS is allocated 
to everything from hiring new rangers to 
buying new parkland. This proposal 
would increase spending over fiscal year 
2002 levels by 1.4 percent. 

"This budget demonstrates (the presi
dent's) commitment to funding the 
National Park Service with the means for 
fulfilling its mission as steward of these 
very special places," National Park 
Service Director Fran Mainella said in a 
statement. 

Individual budget highlights include: 
A A S16 million increase in funding for 
major maintenance projects. 
A A $28 million increase in funds to buy 
new parkland. 
A About $38 million cut from the His
toric Preservation Fund. 
A An $18 million increase for the Nat
ural Resource Challenge, a key program 
to expand the Park Service's science and 
nature research capacity. 
A A $300,000 cut to a $30 million pro
gram for urban parks. 
A A $44 million cut to the Park Service's 
twerall construction budget. 

A An allocation of $6.1 million for park-
based, counter-terrorism security en
hancements related to the attacks of 
September 1 1. 

NPCA expressed appreciation for the 
administration's stated commitment to 
national parks, specifically the funding 
increase to the Natural Resource 
Challenge. 

"However, besides the new cost-share 
program (Cooperative Conservation 
Initiative) and additional funds request
ed for park security, the overall proposed 
operating budget represents an increase 
that is almost identical to the proposed 
boost in the previous year's request," 
Tipton said. 

The Americans for National Parks 
campaign coalition, launched by NPCA, 
seeks a $280 million expansion in the 
Park Service's 2003 budget, primarily to 
protect resources and fund visitor educa
tion. NPCA remains committed to 
working with Congress and the Bush 
administration to protect and preserve 
the National Park System for genera
tions to come. 
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In Anchorage 907-277-2131 
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Alaska's #1 Wildlife 
and Glacier Cruise 
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\\ ileffife & Glacier Cruise for good 

reason. We have an experienced 

team of boat captains and crew that 

have explored Resurrection Bay for 

years. Experience glaciers calving -

up close! Spend extra time viewing 

abundant marine wildlife including 

sea lions, otters, puffins, eagles, orcas 

and whales. Only Kettui fjords 

Tours offers a stop at Fox Island for 

a grilled salmon buflet. Cruises 

depart daily from the Seward Small 

Boat Harbor. Tours are fully narrated 

and meals are included at no extra 

charge 

K E N A I FJCHRDS 
T O U * S 

An Alaska Heritage- Touts ( t imparts 
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N A T I O N A L I C O N S 

Visitor Center for 
Vietnam Memorial 
Proposal for underground center 

elicits mixed reactions. 

W A s H 1 N G T o N , D . C . — T h e 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund 
plans to build an underground visitor 
center on the National Mall to engage 
and educate the millions of people who 
experience the memorial each year. 

The proposed 8,000-square-foot cen
ter would be located just west of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Plans call 
for a three-dimensional battle scene, 
rotating exhibits, and a movie theater— 
to name a few attractions. Mementos left 
behind at the memorial, from American 
flags and clothing to letters and poems, 
would be displayed; these are now stored 
in the Museum Resource Center in 
Maryland. 

Central to the proposal is the need to 
educate visitors on the causes of the war, 
as well as the overall historical context— 
most important for younger visitors, said 
Fund President Jan C. Scruggs. 

"The Vietnam Veterans Memorial is 
now older than many of the people we 
are trying to reach out to, who may not 
learn about the war in school," he said. 

A previous plan for a much smaller, 
above-ground center was scrapped after 
critics—including a National Park Ser
vice official—said it would add clutter to 
the Mall. The underground plan was 
developed as a compromise but has also 
drawn criticism. NPCA urged Congress 
to consider approving a visitor center 
location elsewhere, fearing that both the 
Malls open vistas and the power of exist
ing memorials would suffer from a rash 
of new structures. 

"It's a fine idea to interpret the memo
rials and monuments on the Mall, but it 
would be a better idea to use an existing 
structure nearby to do that collectively," 
said Joy Oakes, NPCA's Mid-Atlantic 
regional director. 

"Part of the power of the monuments 
lies in not having to compete with struc
tures right next to them at the Mall." 

Scruggs said the current plan "makes 
the best sense for giving visitors the expe
rience they need, the context to under
stand the memorial, without taking up 
any space on the Mall." 

Elevators and escalators would trans
port visitors to the lower level of the cen
ter, which would hold about 350 people. 
The memorial draws about 4 million 
visitors a year. 

The legislation for the visitor center 
was introduced last February. Scruggs 
said he is optimistic that it will pass 
through Congress. Private funds have 
been raised for the $5 million to $6 mil
lion center, which, once approved, could 
be built in about ten months. 

National Park Service Director Fran 
Mainclla recently expressed her support 
for the underground facility. 

Though no extraordinary engineering 
issues exist for building under the Mall, 
engineers told Scruggs that the proposed 
area is beneath a flood plain; they rec
ommended the facility be waterproofed. 

Surveys conducted by the Veterans 
Memorial Fund revealed that younger 
respondents, ages 18 to 24, were more 
likely to have visited the memorial than 
adults over 30. 

"These younger people, especially, 
need to understand at least the basic, 
rudimentary facts of the war," he said, 
"like why it happened, how long it last
ed, and the essential message of service 
to our country and patriotism. This is 
the visitor center's purpose." 

NPCA Noted 

•NPCA's third "Mosaic in Motion" conference, "Connecting People of 
Color to America's National Parks," will be held July 7-10 in Stone 
Mountain, Georgia. The conference, co-hosted by the National Park 
Service, will feature workshops and discussions on individual themes, 
including "Meet your parks, meet your community," and "Reflecting on 
the past and building for the future." The first Mosaic conference was held 
in 1999 in an attempt to address ways the National Park System could 
reflect America's cultural and historical diversity. Invited speakers include 
Rep. John Lewis (D-Ga.), Rep. Cynthia McKinney (D-Ga.), and National 
Park Service Director Fran Mainella. To register, please call 757-229-1655 
or visit www.npca.org and click on "Cultural Diversity." 
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Land of the Free. Home of the Brave. 

• Crafted of sparkling crystalline 
and hand-decorated 

• Exclusive limited edition 

• Accompanied by a numbered 
Certificate of Authenticity 

Shown actual height of 5 A" 

FOREVER PROUD AND FREE 
Founded on the principles of 

liberty, equality, and justice, the 
United States of America is 
the brightest beacon of freedom in 
the world. Throughout our history, 
the strength of our nation has 
been the invincible spirit of 
its people—a spirit that is as 
courageous and enduring as one 
of our nation's most powerful 
symbols of freedom, the American 
bald eagle. 

Now embrace the spirit of 
America with "Proud and Free," an 
inspiring tr ibute that captures 
the glory of our nation and the 
steadfast strength for which it 
stands. Available exclusively from 
Hamilton, this fine sculpture 
embodies the most enduring 
symbols of our nation with 

unsurpassed grandeur. As Old 
Glory waves against the bright 
blue sky, a majestic eagle soars 
over the homeland of the free and 
the brave, an eternal beacon of 
America's strength and freedom. 

Crafted of sparkling crystalline 
and issued in a l imited edition, 
"Proud and Free" captures the 
very essence that unifies our great 
nation. From the portrait of the 
bald eagle to the awe-inspiring 
backdrop of the American flag, 
these beacons of liberty will stir 
the heart of every American. 

Your satisfaction is assured with 
our 365-Day Guarantee. Demand is 
expected to be strong, so submit 
your order today. 

i iilli 11iltli stoday um> 
)20UI HC All Rights Reserved 

Beautifully crafted of 
sparkling crystalline, "Proud 
and Free" is a unique three-
dimensional sculpture that 
symbolizes the enduring 

spirit of our proud nation. 

The Hamilton Collection 
4204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, Illinois 60714-1300 

Please Respond Promptly 

Please accept in\ ordei foi "Proud and tree" fol the 
issue price of $39.95*. I need send no money now. 
I will be billed with shipment. 
Limit: One pet collector. 

Signature 

Ms./Mrs./Mr. 

Address 

City _ 

State .Zip 

telephone ( .)-
86361-E26301 

' Vld S 1 •)*) lor shipping is handling Deliveries to I I and II. will be billed 
appropriate sales tax. ( >MVO mu-i tv -tenet an,i,tie subject Ut mtitapfHWai litilum 
hinifi'i/ in 293 costing daft 

• " ' ' ' '• '• • 
86361-CSD 
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A D J A C E N T L A N D S 

Coal Plant Proposed 
Near Kentucky Park 
Power plant would be located 

50 miles from Mammoth Cave. 

M A M M O T H CAVE N.P . , K Y . — 

The Commonwealth of Kentucky has 
issued a draft permit for a large, coal-
fired power plant just 50 miles from 
Mammoth Cave National Park. Op
ponents of the plant say it could release 
thousands of tons of pollutants annually. 

"Mammoth Cave is already one of the 
most polluted parks in the country," said 
NPCA President Thomas C. Kiernan. 
"Problems with haze, smog, and acid 
deposition at Mammoth rival those at 
Shenandoah and Great Smoky Moun
tains national parks." 

Thoroughbred Generating Station 
would be built in Muhlenburg County, 
where Paradise Steam Plant, Tennessee 

Valley Authority's second-largest coal-
fired power plant, has operated for more 
than 30 years. Thoroughbred is the 
largest of 22 applications for new power 
plants pending in Kentucky. 

"Kentucky should carefully examine 
the cumulative impacts of existing and 
newly proposed sources on Mammoth 
Cave," said Don Barger, NPCA's South
east regional director "They must ensure 
that the best available controls are placed 
on new facilities while not overlooking 
the fact that the old plants emit more 
than their fair share of pollution." 

The Kentucky Division for Air 
Quality has given the project prelimi
nary approval, despite concerns raised by 
the National Park Service. Opponents of 
the plant charge that its emissions could 
hamper visibility at Mammoth Cave up 
to 25 days a year and adversely impact 
12 federally listed endangered species. 

"We're concerned that Kentucky is on 
a fast track to permit the state's largest 
power plant in 20 years, while turning a 
blind eye to its effect on a federally pro
tected area," Barger said. 

Did You 
Know 

Hundreds of movies have been filmed 
in national parks, beginning in 1910 
with The Immortal Alamo. 

Among these films are: Close En
counters of the Third Kind (filmed in 
Devils Tower National Monument, 
1977), Forrest Gump (Glacier National 
Park, 1993), Jaws II (Gulf Islands Na
tional Seashore, 1977), Planet of the 
Apes (Glen Canyon National Recrea
tion Area, 1967), Star Wars (Death 
Valley National Park, 1977), and The 
Fugitive (Blue Ridge Parkway, 1993.) 

Legislation passed in 2000 allows 
park officials to charge fees to cover 
park costs associated with a film's 
production, and it requires a permit to 
film in areas that are generally off-lim
its to the public. Filming that could 
endanger resources or greatly impact 
visitor experience is prohibited. 

firfng thoftd?... 
to see the 

Buffalo Bill Historical Center. 
T n addition to four world-class western museums, the 
1 Draper Museum of Natural History opens in Cody in 
June, 52 miles east of Yellowstone National Park. Now 
you and your family can see five amazing museums 
under one roof for one admission price. 

Buffalo Bill Museum 
Whitney Gallery of Western Art 

Plains Indian Museum 
Cody Firearms Museum 

Draper Museum of Natural History 

Want to understand tfeilov/ftone? 
See the Draper—Where the Wild Meets the West 

BUFFALO BILL HISTORICAL CENTER 
720 Sheridan Avenue • Cody. Wyoming 82414-3428 

(307)587-4771 • bbhc.org 

Partially (unded by the National Science foundation. 
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NPCA Noted 

• T h e 2002 Conference of 
Americans for National Parks, 
held in February in Washington, 
D.C., brought together more than 
100 people to learn about park 
funding, network with park advo
cates, and discuss park funding 
concerns with legislators. With 
keynote speeches by National 
Park Service Director Fran 
Mainella and Sen. Fred Thomson 
(R-Tenn.), the conference high
lighted critical funding issues fac
ing America's national parks, and 
ways for citizens, Congress, and 
the Bush administration to 
address them. Conference attend
ees made nearly 100 visits to 
Capitol Hill offices, meeting with 
legislators and staff to discuss the 
need for increased park funding. 
The conference culminated with a 
bipartisan press conference at the 
Capitol, where members of 
Congress, including House 
Democratic Whip Nancy Pelosi ID-
Calif.) and Rep. Mark Souder (R-
Ind.), spoke strongly in support of 
increased park funding. For more 
information on the Americans for 
National Parks coalition, please 
visit the web at: www.npca.org/ 
across_the_nation/Americansfor 
NationalParks. 

• J o a n Cox, of Greenwich, 
Connecticut, donated more than 
$400,000 to NPCA to establish the 
"Frank H. Filley and Family 
Endowment Fund," in memory of 
her father and family. Coming 
from a family with a long history 
of enjoying the outdoors and trav
eling to parks, Cox said she was 
pleased to contribute to NPCA's 
park protection programs. NPCA 
is deeply grateful to Ms. Cox for 
this demonstration of leadership 
and commitment. Endowment 
gifts help strengthen NPCA's long-
term financial stability. 

i&Take Action... 
If you were looking for another opportunity to 

comment on whether to ban snowmobiles 

from Yellowstone, now's your chance. The 

National Park Service (NPS) is seeking public 

comments on a plan that could either ban the 

machines or allow recreational snowmobiling 

to continue in Yellowstone and Grand Teton 

national parks. 

Ten years of planning and a three-year pub

lic planning process supported NPS' 

November 2000 decision to ban snowmobile 

use in the parks by winter 2004. But when 

snowmobile manufacturers challenged the 

decision in court, the Interior Department 

forced NPS to consider other information on 

snowmobile technology. As a result, NPS had 

to produce a supplemental environmental 

impact statement (SEIS) that outlines three 

alternatives. 

The first offers two options: implementa

tion of the snowmobile ban next year or 

implementation in two years. 

The second would allow snowmobiles that 

meet the Environmental Protection Agency's 

proposed emissions standards for off-road 

vehicles. 

The third would require snowmobilers to 

ride in guided tour groups and would set 

"best available technology" standards for 

emissions and noise. Alternatives two and 

three place temporary limits on snowmobile 

numbers. 

NPCA supports immediate implementation 

of a snowmobile ban to protect the park and 

its visitors. To view the plan, visit the web at 

www.winteruseplanning.net. NPS will accept 

comments until May 29. 

Comments must include the writer's name 

and return address. Send written comments 

to: Winter Use Draft SEIS Comments, Grand 

Teton and Yellowstone National Parks, P0 

Box 352, Moose, WY 83002. 

Comments may also be e-mailed to: grte_ 

winter_use_seis@nps.gov. 

For more information on snowmobiles in 

the parks, and to play an animated bear game 

relating to the issue, visit the web at 

www.npca.org/bear. 

Versatile New DR® Flf&M 
and BRUSH MOWER..} 
cuts down and chops up tall, wiry field grasses 
— even inch-thick hardwood saplings! 

PERFECT FOR RECLAIMING pastures 

meadows, ditches, roadsides, fence-

lines, trails, pond edges, and 

woodlots of overgrown vegetation. 

PIVOTING MOWER DECK 

follows the ground without 

scalping. MULCHING CHAMBER shreds, 

most vegetation into small pieces. 

4-SPEEDS. 

POWER-
REVERSE! 

9 to 15 HP engines. 

LIMITED-SLIP 
DIFFERENTIAL 

for posi-traction and 

easy-turning. 

LOADED WITH 
NEW FEATURES 

and options 

— built-in fuel gauge, 

hour meter, light, 

brakes, sealant filled 

tires and more! 

'For Your FREE DR* 
CATALOG AND VIDEO 

CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-983-5577 

YES! Please send me without obligation your catalog all about the | 
exciting new DR' FIELD and BRUSH MOWER, including details of i 
models, powered attachments, factory-direct prices and seasonal J 
savings now in effect. 

Namc fW i 
Addres* Sj 

O l> Stale Z IP S 

m - COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS' Dept 42503X 
Meigs Road. P.O. Box 25. Vergennes. VT 05491 

_ www.drfieldbrush.com _ 
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M O T O R I Z E D U S E 

PWCs Banned From 
Towns at Cape Cod 
Park advocates celebrate the ban 

of the loud, polluting watercraft. 

C A P E C O D N . S . , M A S S . — T h e 

waters off Cape Cod National Seashore 
will he a little quieter and a little cleaner 
this summer, following a move by 
Massachusetts officials to approve ordi
nances banning personal watercraft use 
in four towns surrounding the seashore. 

The decision by the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts culminates a multi-
year effort by NPCA and other groups 
to ban the noisy, polluting thrill craft 
from the seashore and surrounding 
towns. 

The campaign began in 1999 when 
the Park Service agreed to ban the use of 
personal watercraft (PWC) at Cape Cod 
National Seashore. Because local waters 
are contiguous with federal waters and 
considered ecologically sensitive, NPCA 
launched a Cape-wide campaign to pass 
ordinances banning PWCs in the towns 
surrounding the park, said Eileen 
Woodford, NPCAs Northeast regional 
director. 

Although five towns voted last May to 
ban the machines, the director of the 
Massachusetts Environmental Police 
(MEP) has final authority over any local 
by-laws governing watercraft. In early 
February, MEP's director approved the 
ordinances banning PWCs in four 
towns—Eastham, Orleans, Chatham, 
and Harwich. 

The fifth, Provincetown, remains in 
negotiations with the state. Woodford 
said she is hopeful a Provincetown ban 
will be in place by the end of the spring. 

"This is an excellent example of trans-
boundary resource protection," she said. 
"The Park Service collaborated with the 
towns to solve a problem of mutual con
cern that upholds the integrity of the 
park while addressing local concerns." 

The use of PWCs, often known bv 

the brand names Jet Ski or Waverunner, 
has increased over the last several years 
on many of America's waterways, includ
ing several within the park system. 
Opponents of PWCs in parks say they 
are too polluting and too loud, sharply 
diminishing park visitor enjoyment. An 
Environmental Protection Agency study 
concluded that most PWCs emit up to 
30 percent of their fuel directly into the 
air and water. 

PWCs also hold a poor safety record. 
Although they account for only 11 per
cent of the vessels registered in the 
United States, they account for more 
than 35 percent of the accidents. 

NPCA has maintained that PWCs 
should be prohibited from parks, and 
that any effort to allow use in a particu
lar park should require a full environ
mental review. NPS has banned PWC 
use in most national parks, but it 
exempted 21 parks, primarily seashores 
and lakeshores, from an immediate ban. 
According to the Park Service's ruling, 
exempt park units that have not com
pleted an environmental impact state
ment or issued a ruling to allow them as 
of April 22, must ban all PWC use. 

NPCA Notej 

• M a r c h for Parks, a nationwide 
effort to involve local communi
ties with their parks, will take 
place April 27, capping the 
National Park Service's National 
Park Week. National Park Week, 
celebrated each year around 
Earth Day, raises awareness and 
understanding of America's nat
ural, historical, and recreational 
heritage, and invites people to 
visit and participate in the 
preservation of these resources. 
Since launching the March for 
Parks (MFP) program in 1989, 
NPCA has helped park support
ers organize a variety of march
es and events. This year, the 
Park Service agreed to adopt 
MFP and distribute information 
and planning materials. For 
more information, contact 
Djakarta Jacobs of the Park 
Service at 202-208-5478 or 
djakartaJacobs@nps.gov. 
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Glistening with light and life 
The timber wolf. The monarch of midnight whose 
existence is as mystical as his lone call thai carries 
tar into die night He is the soul of the wilderness, 
a mystery whose answers are illuminated behind 
penetrating eyes. 

Now the beauty of wolves takes on exquisite 
form in "Mystic Spirit" Hand-crafted in the shape 
of a howling wolf profile, this collectible features a 
portrait by beloved artist Vivi Crandall. As the 
spirit of a wolf appears in the sapphire sky, you'll 
be mesmerized by his golden eyes that shimmer in 
the light of a glistening moon. 

Time-intensive hand-crafting and expected 
heavy demand could limit supply. To acquire it 
at its $39-95 issue price, send no money now. 
Mail the coupon today! 

collect iblestoday.com 
Homo of Tho Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 

This angled view reveals 
the depth and detailing of 
this captivating sculpture 

jinn 1:1.1 iii'iiu I-.II 

T H E BRADFORD E X C H A N G E 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 

T H i/'~Jjwltf o r P L A T E C O L L E C T I N G ' 

Y E S . Please enter my order for "Mystic Spirit." I 
understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
billed S39.95' when my collectible is shipped. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Name (Please Print Clearly) 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Signature 

30901-E26391 
'Plus a total of $4 99 postage and handling. Illinois residents add stale sales tax 
Pending credit approval Edition limited to 295 casting days Prices higher in Canada 

Mystic 
Spirit 

Hand-crafted of 
crystalline in the 
distinctive shape 
of a howling wolf 

Handsomely 
presented on a 

slate-colored stand 

Shown actual size 
of 6'/> inches tall, 

including base 
{16.5 cms). 

http://collectiblestoday.com
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P A R K E X P A N S I O N 

Park Service Buys 
Coveted Cat Island 
Casino developers had eyed the 

barrier island off the Gulf coast. 

C A T I S L A N D , M I S S . — An island 
off the Gulf Coast of Mississippi that 
had enticed casino developers will soon 
become part of Gulf Islands National 
Seashore, thanks to forward thinking by 
the National Park Service and the Trust 
for Public Land—as well as sentimental 
attachments to the island forged decades 
ago by three members of Congress. 

Cat Island, a 2,000-acre gem known 
for its uniquely diverse plant and animal 
life, is set to become the westernmost 
point of Gulf Islands National Seashore. 

"This will be a great addition to the 

park," said Jerry Eubanks, 
Gulf Islands' superinten
dent. "Cat Island has 
diverse wildlife, wetlands, 
dunes, vegetation commu
nities, and breeding areas 
for birds—all in one com
pact island." 

As the largest privately 
owned island left in the 
Gulf of Mexico, Cat Island 
had recently begun to 
draw interest from devel
opers. Aware of that inter
est, Eubanks approached 
the owners of Cat Island, 
the Boddie family, in 1998 
to ask whether they would consider sell
ing it for inclusion in the park. 

The Trust for Public Land, a nonprof
it agency that often buys property and 
holds it until the government has time to 
approve the funding, entered into the 
negotiation. The Boddie family agreed 

to sell most of the island for about $25 
million. They will retain 150 of the 
2,220 acres. 

Over the years, the family received 
consistent interest in the island but ulti
mately decided that the island should be 
preserved and protected. 

NATIONAL PARKS 
CORPORATE 

PARTNERSHIP 

At NPCA, we value our National Parks Corporate 

Partners, which demonstrate the role an 

engaged private sector can play in safeguarding 

our national parks. 

Archer Daniels Midland Company 

Bloomberg, L.P. 

The Coca-Cola Company 

Delaware North Companies, Inc. 

EMC Corporation 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation 

The Home Depot 

Pitney Bowes, Inc. 

Willkie Farr & Gallagher 

For more information, please contact Robin 

Martin, corporate relations coordinator, 

at rmartin@npca.org, or 800-628-7275 ext 159. 

C H E C K I T O U T ! 
Natiotml Parks' advertisers invite you to find out more about their destinations, products, and 

services. Check out their web site or call them at the number listed below. For additional infor

mation, please return the reader service card or log on to www.npca.org! 

Alaska Heritage Tours 
877-258-6877 

www.ahtours.com 

Alpine Adventure Trails Tours 
888-478-4004 

www.swisshiking.com 

American Cruise Lines 
800-814-6880 

www.amencancruiselines.com 

Big Bend, TX 
877-BIG-BEND 

www.visitbigbend.com 

Black Pine Sports/Backside 
800-685-6030 

www.newellinternational.com 

Bradford Editions/ 
Hamilton Collection 

877-268-6638 
www.collectiblestoday com 

Buffalo Bill Historical Center 
307-587-4771 
www.bbhc.org 

Cabela's 
800-857-8007 

www.cabelas.com 

Camping World 
800-845-7875 Code DB 

www.campingworld.com 

Carl Zeiss Optics 
www.zeiss.com 

Cat's Meow 
888-353-3744 

www.catsmeow com 

Country Home Products 
800-983-5577 

www.drfieldbrush.com 

DeLorme 
800-452-5931 

www.delorme.com 

Eagle Optics 
800-326-2825 

www eagleoptics com 

Maine Windjammer 
800-807-WIND 

www.sailmainecoast.com 

Mountain River Tours 
800-822-1 FUN 

www.raftmert.com 

New Brunswick, Canada 
800-561-0123 

www.tounsmnewbrunswick.ca 

Nova Scotia, Canada 
800-565-0000x317 

www.novascotia.com/parks 

Olde English District, SC 
800-968-5909 

www.sctravel.net 

Pacific Trail 
www.pacifictrail.com 

San Marcos, TX 
888-200-5620 

www.sanmarcostexas.com 

Sierra Trading Post 
800-713-4534 Code NP0502 
www.sierratradingpost.com 

Southern Arizona 
888-520-3445 

www.southern-arizona.com 

Spyderco 
800-525-7770 

www.spyderco.com 

Texas Tourism 
800-8888-TEX x2401 
www.traveltex.com 

West Virginia State Parks 
800-CALL-WVA 

www.wvparks.com 

18 APRIL/MAY 2002 

•• .• •I 
-: 
:• 

mailto:rmartin@npca.org
http://www.npca.org
http://www.ahtours.com
http://www.swisshiking.com
http://www.amencancruiselines.com
http://www.visitbigbend.com
http://www.newellinternational.com
http://www.collectiblestoday
http://www.bbhc.org
http://www.cabelas.com
http://www.campingworld.com
http://www.zeiss.com
http://www.catsmeow
http://www.drfieldbrush.com
http://www.delorme.com
http://www.sailmainecoast.com
http://www.raftmert.com
http://www.tounsmnewbrunswick.ca
http://www.novascotia.com/parks
http://www.sctravel.net
http://www.pacifictrail.com
http://www.sanmarcostexas.com
http://www.sierratradingpost.com
http://www.southern-arizona.com
http://www.spyderco.com
http://www.traveltex.com
http://www.wvparks.com


"In the grand scheme of things, this is 
the hest outcome for the family and for 
the island," said George Boddie, whose 
family has owned the land since 1911. 
"We helieve the island should be pre
served in its natural state." 

Congress has appropriated a total of 
$13 million to buy the Cat Island land. 
Instrumental in obtaining the funding 
to protect Cat Island were Mississippi's 
Republican senators, Trent Lott and 
Thad Cochran, and Rep. Gene Taylor 
(D-Miss.)—each claiming a sentimen
tal, boyhood attachment to the island. 

Cat Island was considered the center
piece of Gulf Islands when it was being 
planned 30 years ago, Eubanks said, but 
at that time the island was not for sale, as 
the Boddie family lobbied to exclude the 
island from the new park—envisioning 
that their land could instead attract more 
extensive development. 

"Fortunately, times change," Eubanks 
said. "This purchase will fulfill the origi
nal intent of [the seashore] when it was 
established." 

REGIONAL REPORT 
DENALI N.P., Alaska—The National Park Service purchased the controversial 
Spruce Creek inholding in Denali in February, concluding an arduous, four-year 
process. NPS nearly purchased the 20-acre mining claim in 1997 when two busi
nessmen outbid them and announced plans to build a commercial tourism facility. 
The new owners planned to construct a 10-mile road across national park land to 
reach their property, claiming the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act 
guaranteed them this right. NPCA was instrumental in proving that building new 
roads across parkland was not the intent of the law, advocating the purchase of the 
property by NPS as the best solution. The owners agreed and settled on a purchase 
agreement with NPS. Had the land's previous owners been successful in building a 
road across national park land, a dangerous precedent would have been set, as 
there are thousands of private inholdings scattered throughout Alaska's national 
parks, said Joan Frankevich, acting NPCA Alaska regional director. 

CANYONLANDS N.P., Utah—A search for oil is under way on land between 
Canyonlands and Arches national parks in Utah. As part of the Bush administration's 
energy plan to increase development on federal land, 50,000-pound trucks have been 
thumping the ground between the parks, searching for oil with seismic measuring 
instruments. Oil companies have purchased leases to drill outside Canyonlands. 
Administration officials say the impact on the environment and park visitors will be 
minimal, but park officials fear the exploration will negatively affect the fragile soil 
surrounding the parks, and that exploration equipment will mar the parks' views. 
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Search for over 20,000 designs at 
www.catsmeow.com 

America's favorite website for life's 
most cherished places 

The Cat's Meow Village 
2163 Great Trails Drive • Wooster, OH 44691 

PH: 1-888-353-3744 • Email: cmv@fjdesign.com 

NEED GEAR FOR 

YOUR TRIP? 

Check out NPCA's 
online store at 

www.npca.org for 
fleece vests, totes, 

mugs, 
and 

more! 

H I S T O R I C P R E S E R V A T I O N 

Valley Forge Debate 
May Be Resolved 
Park Service attempting to avert 

housing subdivision proposal. 

VALLEY F O R G E N . H . P . , P A . — 
Activists may have succeeded in averting 
a proposal to build a luxury-housing 
subdivision within Valley Forge National 
Historical Park, which has drawn heated 
criticism nationwide. The National Park 
Service, the developer, and the family 
that owns the land are said to be work
ing toward a resolution. 

Toll Brothers, one of the largest devel
opers of luxury housing in America, 
intended to transform a privately owned 
tract on the north side of the park into 
Valley Forge Overlook, a 62-home sub
division. Toll has an agreement of sale on 
the approximately 80-acre parcel of land, 
currently the Schwoebel family tree 
nursery. 

Soon after news of the development 
became public, critics—ranging from 
preservationists and Revolutionary War 
reenactors to nearby residents and jog
gers—decried the proposal to build on 
what they consider hallowed land. 

The parcel in question lies north of 
the Schuylkill River, and is where Gen. 
George Washington's Gontinental Army 
spent its miserable winter of 1777-78. 
Critics say building on it could perma
nently block access to that chapter of 
history. 

"As a memorial to Americas first vet
erans, Valley Forge is a national shrine 
and should be one of America's best 
national parks, but instead it's a park 
under siege," said Joy Oakes, NPCA's 
Mid-Atlantic regional director. 

The Campaign to Protect Valley 
Forge, an informal coalition coordinated 
by NPCA and the Sierra Club, held a 
rally just west of the park in January, 
drawing about 300 people. This and 
other community support for Valley 
Forge National Historical Park has 

attracted national media attention since 
December. 

"The publicity has tapped into a deep 
reservoir of support for Valley Forge," 
Oakes said. 

Officially, all that stands in the way of 
the development is final action by the 
Lower Providence Township Board of 
Supervisors, which was scheduled to act 
on Toll's proposal after press time. But, 
the Park Service may be able to obtain 
the land. 

In a press statement, the chairman of 
Toll Brothers, Robert Toll, said he would 
cooperate if the Park Service wanted to 
acquire the land. 

"I'm optimistic that this is going to 
work because of the commitment of all 
parties involved to make it work," said 
Rep. Joseph Hoeffel (D-Pa.), who is act
ing as an intermediary in talks between 
loll and the Park Service. 

Park officials concede that buying the 
80-acre parcel was on their long-range 
to-do list. As is the case with many parks, 
Valley Forge has approximately 250 
acres currently in private ownership. 
Congress has not appropriated enough 
money to buy all the land within park 
borders drawn in its 1980 expansion. 

President Bush's recently proposed fis
cal year 2003 operating budget includes 
$2 million to purchase the Schwoebel 
tract. The Park Service hopes to eventu
ally reach agreement with each of the 
private landowners to protect the park's 
interests. 

"We believe the land was set aside to 
be protected for the American people 
forever," said Bob Krumenaker, deputy 
park superintendent. 

Check out NPCA's 

web site for more 

information! 

www.npca.org 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Set Your Sights on 

Big Bend National Park, Texas 

It should come as no surprise that the largest state in the coun

try has the tallest capital building in the United States and the 

tallest Ferris wheel in the Western Hemisphere. But it may 

surprise some to know that Texas—with more than 600 species of 

birds to see and catalogue—is arguably the country's birding 

capital as well. 

In fact, according to the American Birding Association, the 

Lone Star State has been the nation's most popular destination 

for bird watching for five consecutive years. 

A confluence of migratory paths from the eastern and 

western United States and the state's proximity to Mexico make 

Texas birding especially rich in variety. More than 75 percent of 

all birds occurring in the continental 

United States have been spotted in 

Texas. 

Horned larks, kites, and prairie 

chickens can be found in the Texas 

Panhandle, and the Muleshoe National 

Wildlife Refuge provides a haven for 

thousands of wintering sandhill cranes. 

The Aransas National Wildlife Refuge, 

just north of Rockport, is the principal 

wintering ground for the endangered 

whooping crane. The sanctuary pro

tects more than 300 species, including 

Canada geese, pintail ducks, American 

widgeon, and sandhill cranes. 

The Hill Country boasts the only bird that nests exclusively 

in Texas, the golden-cheeked warbler. Black-capped vireos and 

cave swallows found in about 16 limestone caves are also spe

cialties of central Texas. Several eastern species, including the 

wood thrush, Acadian flycatcher, and Kentucky warbler, breed in 

the forested areas of the Piney Woods of East Texas, while 

Swainson's warblers and swallow-tailed kites can be seen in the 

swampy stream bottoms. 

More than 450 species have been identified in Big Bend 

National Park, more than any other national park and far more 

than can be found in some states in the country. Big Bend has 

long been an attractive birding destina

tion. Some of the birds that can be 

found there typically do not occur else

where in the country and include the 

colima warbler, Lucifer hummingbird, 

band-tailed pigeon, varied bunting, 

flammulated owl, elf owl, Mexican jay, 

black-chinned sparrow, green kingfisher, 

pyrrhuloxia, and crissal thrasher. 

Whether you are an experienced 

birder or a beginner, birdwatching in 

Big Bend can be an enjoyable way to 

spend a day. All you need are binoculars 

and a bird book. 
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In Texas you can learn to lasso, though for fishing we suggest you pack some hooks, too. 
Hound up your tackle box and warn your friends. You'll come back from Texas with fish stories they won't believe. Trawl the Cult I 

or empty a local fishing bole - there's no telling what you'll catch in any of Texas' thousands of streams, rivers, and lakes. You'll also 

find plenty of arts, entertainment, sports, shopping, and more in between the Red River and the Rio Crande. After bringing in a 

Texas-sized bass, you might even want to try bringing in the herd. Visit www.TravelTex.com or call C800-8888-TEX (ext. 2402) 

for a free 264-page Texas State Travel Guide, Accommodations Guide, and Texas Highway Map. ^(/i i /•/ t / / . , / / . , . , ((>//II/I'H 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

S e t Y o u r S i g h t s o n T E X A S continued 

Although you can find birding sites all over Texas, 75 per
cent of the birdwatching sites and parks are along the Texas Gulf 
Coast. The Great Texas Coastal Birding Trail was developed to 
keep the birder's experience rich and diverse. The highway trail 
connects established and new birding sites all along the 624 
miles of Texas coast. It's the first such trail in the nation, and by 
far, the most diversely populated. Divided into three sections, 
Upper, Central, and Lower coast, the trail can be navigated easily. 
Each section has its unique climate and habitats. 

Birders can spot more than 350 species of wintering birds at 
Padre Island National Seashore, an 80-mile stretch of undeveloped 
beach along the Texas coast. Farther inland, the Santa Ana Na
tional Wildlife Refuge, south of Alamo on the banks of the Rio 
Grande, features hiking trails and a seven-mile wildlife drive, where 
visitors can see a variety of tropical birds as well as ocelots, jaguar-
undis, and other wildlife rarely seen in the country. 

Green heron 

Roadside Displays 

Besides a vast array of birds, more than 5,000 wildflowers can be 
seen in the state, the result of a variety of climates. Bluebonnets, 
buttercups, and Indian paintbrush line the highways throughout 
the Hill Country near San Antonio and Austin each spring. After 
a spring rain, yuccas, ocotillos, and cacti erupt in a brief bloom. 

In addition to the roadside displays, visitors can see theme 
gardens and landscaped areas at the 42-acre Lady Bird Johnson 
Wildflower Center in Austin. The center is the only national non
profit research and educational organization committed to the 
preservation and re-establishment of native plants in planned 
landscapes. 

Birdwatchers scanning for waterfowl 

Great blue heron Snow geese taking flight 
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CHISOS 
MOUNTAINS 

LODGE 
A birder's paradise and a hiker's dream, 
Big Bend National Park is a great place 
for your next vacation. Clonic enjoy the 
peacefulness of the Chisos Mountains 
at Chisos Mountains laxlge. 

1-915-477-2291 
www.chisosmountainslodge.com 

BIG BEND 
The Big Bend of Texas, where 
desert, river, and mountain create a 
vacation paradise. Call lor complete 
information about lodging and 
.utilities in Big Bend National Park 
and surrounding communities. 

www.visitbigbend.com 

MIDLAND 
Midland is your gateway to the 
Big Bend with international air 
service, RV rentals, restaurants, 
and shopping. Enjoy birding, 
museums, professional baseball, 
and outstanding arts. 

1-800-624-6435 
www.visitmidlandtx.com 

FORT 
STOCKTON 

Enjoy restored torts, museums, the 
National Register Historic District, 
Ste. Genevieve Wines, an excellent 
golf course, motels, and RV sites. 

1-800-334-8525 
www.tourtexas.com/ 

fortstockton 

ODESSA 
Enjoy real West Texas hospitality, first-
class accommodations, a wide variety 
ot cuisine, great entertainment, 
shopping, museums, annual festivals, 
and unique attractions - even-thing 
that makes Odessa the "Place To Be." 

1-800-780-4678 
www.odessacvb.com 

There are over 600 bird species in Texas. But its not this easy to spot the native Texans. 
Whether you're on vacation or migration, you'll find a lot to see in lexas. Ask the nearest whooping crane - about 1(H) 

of them flap down every year to visit with over 600 other bird species, local and visiting flocks alike. Considering lexas' 

rich and unique heritage, world-class golf, our an, beaches, shopping, and more, where else would the)' go? And while 

they're here, they learn to whoop with an accent. Visit www.TravelTex.com or call 1-800-8888-TEX (ext. 2402) for a 

fret! 264-page lexas State Travel (iuide, Accommodations Cuide, and Texas Highway Map. <*%'• /i/'c rr wAv/e o/Acy cent til'ft/ 

C 2002 Texas IXimmiit ,.l l.,,,i, ,rni, I kv, |,,pm,.m T.umin OiviwrnEftMRCJ. _-C2^^^^gKBJ|[ 

LAKE AMISTAD 
Experience the ultimate in relaxing 
vacations ... a luxury houseboat 
rental from Lake Amistad Resort 
and Marina! Just 2'/i hours west of 
San Antonio. 

1-800-255-5561 
www.lakeamistadresort.com 

http://www.chisosmountainslodge.com
http://www.visitbigbend.com
http://www.visitmidlandtx.com
http://www.tourtexas.com/
http://www.odessacvb.com
http://www.TravelTex.com
http://www.lakeamistadresort.com


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

S e t Y o u r S i g h t s o n T E X A S continued 

An affiliated area, the Stephen F. Austin Piney Woods Native 

Plant Center, is a 40-acre natural area in Nacogdoches. A unique 

mix of dry uplands, mesic midslopes, and wet creek bottomland, 

the center offers free nature walks and talks each spring and fall. 

The nation's largest rose showcase is found at the Municipal 

Rose Garden and Museum in Tyler. The 22-acre garden features 

38,000 rose bushes representing nearly 500 varieties. 

Historic Highlights 

Cactus in bloom. Big Bend National Park 

Texas' official small state mammal, the armadillo 

The Alamo played a critical role in the Texas Revolution 

Any Texas traveler should take some time to learn about the 

state's rich history. Six nations have ruled over Texas: Spain, 

France, Mexico, the Republic of Texas, the Confederate States, 

and the United States. This history is reflected in the architecture, 

the food, and the historic sites that dot the landscape. Among 

the better-known destinations for sampling some of this history 

are Austin, the state's capital, and San Antonio, home of the 

Alamo. San Antonio also boasts the largest concentration of bats 

in the world at Bracken Cave. San Antonio is the recommended 

starting point for the Texas Independence Trail, which travels 

through 28 counties and details a variety of significant sites in 

Texas' fight for independence from Mexico. 

While in the Hill Country, visitors should also plan to stop at 

San Marcos and Austin. 

In San Marcos, visitors can see hacienda-style architecture 

and inviting landscape and browse in more than 115 of the 

nation's brand-name outlets. Located on the edge of the Hill 

Country, San Marcos was once the temporary site of two Spanish 

missions, which were relocated from East Texas because of 

French and Indian conflicts. The town was laid out for Anglo-

American settlers in 1851 along the clear, cold San Marcos 

River, a longtime favorite for tubing and relaxation. The river's 

source is at the fresh water 

springs of Aquarena Center, 

where visitors can ride glass-bot

tom boats and discover the 

unique plant and animal species 

that live in the river. At Wonder 

World, visitors can explore an 

earthquake-formed cave and ride 

to the peak of the 110-foot Tejas 

Observation Tower. 

In Austin, visitors can tour 

the Texas State History Museum, 

a dynamic educational institution 

that engages visitors through a 

variety of programs and exhibit 

experiences. While here, visitors 

can also tour the Lyndon B. John

son Library and Museum. Visitors 

also can tour the LBJ National 

Historical Park in Johnson City 

about 48 miles west of Austin. 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Presidential Past 

Four past presidents as well as the current one have touched 
Texas in some way. Texas celebrates this influence with a vari
ety of museums and historic sites. Both George W. Bush and 
Lyndon B. )ohnson were born and raised in Texas. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower was born in Denison, and George Bush, the cur
rent president's father, moved to Texas after graduating from 
college. The state is home to two presidential libraries, one 
dedicated to Johnson the other to George Bush. A route 
between Austin and College Station called the Presidential 
Corridor links the two libraries. The Sixth Floor Museum at 
Dealey Plaza in Dallas contains a permanent historical exhibi
tion dealing with the life, times, death, and legacy of John F. 
Kennedy, whose assassin was believed to have fired the fatal 
shots from the sixth floor of the Dealey Plaza building. 

In addition to a wealth of natural and historical offerings, 
each region of the state has something to offer. Whether you pre
fer the national forests and state parks of the Piney Woods, the 
museums and cultural centers in Dallas and Fort Worth in the 
Prairies and Lakes Region, the resort beaches of the Gulf Coast, 
the springs and recreational opportunities in the Hill Country, 
rugged cowboy personality of the Texas Panhandle, or mountain 
peaks of Big Bend country—all regions of the state have some
thing to offer. For more information on Texas, call 800-8888-
TEX x2402 or visit www.TravelTex.com. 

Log cabin at Lyndon B. Johnson National Historical Park 

TEXAS TRAVEL PLANNER 

Big Bend, Texas 
Brewster County Tourism 

Council 
877-BIG-BEND 

www.visitbigbend.com 

San Marcos CVB 
888-200-5620 

www.sanmarcostexas.com 

Texas Department of 
Economic Development 

Tourism Division 
800-8888-TEX ex 2402 

www.TravelTex.com 
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H I S T O R I C H I G H L I G H T S 

And J u s t i c e (or Al l 
Brown v. Board of Education National Historic Site in Kansas commemorates 

the landmark Supreme Court case that ended school segregation. 

B Y R Y A N D O U G H E R T Y 

W hat began as a fight to 
ensure equal education 
for elementary school 

students in Topeka, Kansas, devel
oped into the building block of the 
civil rights movement, empowering 
African Americans to crusade for 
equal justice amid the bleak racism 
and segregation of the 1950s and 
1960s. 

Before 1954, segregation existed 
in many American schools, as well 
as in restaurants, hotels, and other 
aspects of day-to-day life. Many 
African-American children in 
Topeka were forced to attend 
schools miles from their homes, 
though white elementary schools 
were nearby. In other cases outside 
Topeka, African-American children 
attended poor facilities lacking basic 
school equipment. 

Several African-American parents in 
Topeka, including Oliver Brown, tried 
unsuccessfully to enroll their children in 
white schools. On the parents' behalf, 
The National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP), which had long hoped to 
challenge segregation in schools, orga
nized a class-action lawsuit to end public 
school segregation in Topeka. 

The U.S. District Court of Kansas 
heard the case in June 1951. The 
NAACP argued that segregation taught 
black students that they were inferior to 
whites and that separate learning facili
ties were inherently unequal. The Board 

RYAN DOUGHERTY is news editor. 

Nettie Hunt explains the historic ruling to 
her daughter on the Supreme Court steps. 

of Education countered that school seg
regation would prepare black children 
for social conditions they would face in 
adulthood. 

The district court sympathized with 
NAACP's case but ruled against it— 
deciding it could not supersede an 1896 
Supreme Court ruling, Plessy v. Ferguson, 
which allowed for separate but equal 
facilities. 

The NAACP appealed to the U.S. 
Supreme Court in 1952, and the case 
joined with existing suits challenging 
school segregation on behalf of hundreds 
of students in Virginia, Washington, 
D.C., South Carolina, and Delaware. 
The case, known as Oliver L. Brown et 
al. v. The Board of Education of Topeka, 
was presented by attorney Thurgood 
Marshall. It was Marshall who said that 
children who do not learn together will 
not know how to live together. 

Ultimately, the Supreme Courts 
decision hinged on one question: 
Do segregated schools deprive 
African-American students of equal 
educational opportunities? In May 
1954, the Supreme Court ruled 
that separate education facilities 
were unequal, ordering the desegre
gation of schools across the coun
try. Chief Justice Earl Warren 
wrote: "To separate [African-Amer
ican children] from others of simi
lar age and qualifications solely 
because of their race generates a 
feeling of inferiority as to their sta
tus in the community that may 
affect their hearts and minds in a 
way unlikely to ever be undone." 

Despite the ruling, desegregation met 
heavy resistance and even violence 
throughout the 1950s and 1960s. Riots 
erupted in places such as Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Arkansas. The ruling did 
not abolish segregation in other public 
areas, but many historians point to the 
Brown case as the launching of the civil 
rights movement in America. 

Buoyed by the ruling, African Amer
icans were inspired to fight against 
racism and injustice. The Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 and the Voting Rights Act 
of 1965 further eliminated a rash of state 
and local laws that had relegated African 
Americans to second-class status. 

It could be argued that the civil rights 
movement then came full circle when in 
1967, Thurgood Marshall returned to 
the scene of the Brown trial, this time to 
be sworn in as the first African-American 
Supreme Court Justice. • 
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Here today... 

But what about tomorrow? While millions of Americans are enjoying the 
wonders of our national parks each year, a lack of adequate funding is 
threatening the future of the very things they're coming to see. 

For example, although the Mexican black bear population has been slowly 
recovering at Big Bend National Park in recent years, insufficient funding 
threatens their ongoing survival. And once these magnificent animals are 
gone, they'll be gone for good. 

But you can help us put an end to this and other serious problems facing 
our parks, monuments, and historic sites all around the country. Americans 
for National Parks is dedicated to securing the necessary funds and 
resources to meet the diverse needs of our national parks, this year—and 
every year. To find out how you can help, call 1-800-628-7275. 

1300 19th Street, N.W., Suite 300 • Washington, D.C. 20036 • 1-800-NAT-PARK (628-7275) 
www.americansfornationalparks.org 

AMERICANS FOR 
NATIONAL PARKS 

Because there's just too much to lose. 

http://www.americansfornationalparks.org


R A R E & E N D A N G E R E D 

A Pel ican 's Progress 
The brown pelican, notable for its spectacular dives, has been removed from 

the endangered species list in all but four states. 

B Y E L I Z A B E T H G . D A E R R 

T he National Wildlife Refuge-
System, which includes near
ly 93 million acres, owes its 

establishment to a single species—the 
brown pelican. Alarmed by the birds' 
slaughter for both their feathers and 
their appetite for fish, birding organi
zations urged President Theodore 
Roosevelt in 1903 to set aside Pelican 
Island, a three-acre parcel off central 
Florida, to provide nesting habitat. 

Habitat protection combined with 
the passage of the Migratory Bird 
Treaty and public education helped 
the birds' populations increase. But 
by the 1960s, pelicans faced another 
challenge: environmental contami
nants. Pelicans feed primarily on fish, 
and many adults died as a result of the 
buildup of toxins ingested along with 
the fish. In addition, the pesticide DDT, 
ingested with their food, caused birds to 
lay thin-shelled eggs that were broken or 
crushed during incubation. 

By 1970, the brown pelican was add
ed to the endangered species list from 
the coasts of the Chesapeake Bay south 
to Florida and west to Texas and Cali
fornia. That decade, the use of DDT was 
banned, and the discharge of the pesti
cide's effluent into ocean waters was cur
tailed. As a result, brown pelican breed
ing began to improve. Today, the birds 
have been removed from endangered 
status in all states but Mississippi, 
Louisiana, Texas, and California. 

The birds have a remarkable wing-
span, reaching six and a half feet across 

ELIZABETH G. DAERR is former news editor. 

The brown pelican is found on the East, 
West, and Gulf coasts. 

and are known for their spectacular 
dives—from as high as 60 feet—to 
scoop fish into their expandable pouch. 

Various plumage characteristics dis
tinguish a birds stage of development. 
The head and neck of immature birds 
are mostly brown. The young birds 
fledge in 12 to 14 weeks, and by the time 
they leave the nest, they are heavier than 
their parents. The extra fat reserves allow 
them to survive while they learn to find 
food on their own. Adult birds have a 
white neck and head with a yellow 
crown in the winter and a dark brown 
hind neck and white head with a russet 
crest in the summer. 

Although the brown pelican has made 
a remarkable comeback over the last 30 
years, human interaction still kills many 
birds, according to Riley Hoggard, a nat
ural resource specialist at Gulf Islands 
National Seashore in Florida and Miss
issippi. They can get tangled in disgard-

ed monofilament fishing line or 
choke on a cleaned fish carcass that 
goes down tailfirst, he said, and occa
sionally the birds are hooked by an 
anglers cast. Although Hoggard helps 
injured birds, he said the problem will 
be hard to resolve on a long-term 
basis because the birds are attracted to 
the fishing piers and the possibility of 
an easy meal. Unfortunately, the 
more the birds are around fishermen, 
the greater the chance of injury, 
Hoggard said. 

Frank Cress, a research ecologist 
with the University of California at 
Davis, has studied brown pelicans for 
nearly three decades at Channel 

Islands National Park and said that the 
breeding grounds in southern California 
are doing well. 

In 1971, West Anacapa Island was set 
aside as a research natural area, and 
waters surrounding the colony were 
closed to boat traffic during the breeding 
season. The island supports the largest 
rookery on the West C loast, with an aver
age of 4,000 to 5,000 breeding pairs 
each year. Cress said that the productiv
ity of the colonies varies with food avail
ability. The birds feed primarily on 
anchovies and sardines. Monofilament 
and fishing tackle entanglements are also 
a major problem with brown pelicans on 
the West Coast. 

The Channel Island population is sta
ble, and Gress suggests that the birds' 
endangered status be reviewed, but the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has been 
unable to pursue the project because of 
backlogs with other species. • 
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S P E C I A L R E P O R T 

Ten Most Endangered 
For the fourth consecutive year, NPCA identifies ten national parks in greatest 

need. Lack of sufficient funds and pollution remain primary challenges. 

B Y K A T E H I M O T 

T he 385 units of the National 
Park System constitute an intri
cate collage reflecting the natural 

beauty, biological diversity, and cultural 
history of America. They are among the 
nation's greatest gifts to itself and its 
future. Sadly, this majestic collec
tion of historic sites, monuments, 
and wild lands is challenged by a 
variety of threats. 

Not a single unit within the 
park system is untouched by a 
problem: ever-growing visitation, 
encroaching development, or a 
lack of funding. Nearly all of the 
parks face some monetary short
falls. For more than two decades, 
national parks have not received 
the financial support they de
serve, creating a nearly $5 billion 
backlog that has delayed research 
projects, stalled restoration and 
infrastructure repair programs, and put 
on hold efforts to update and improve 
educational exhibits. But others face 
additional threats as well. 

Some problems are ongoing—air pol
lution continues to plague Great Smoky 
Mountains and Big Bend national 
parks—others were impossible to fore
see. The collapse of the World Trade-
Towers on September 11 sent a seismic 
shock through lower Manhattan, wors
ening a long-developing crack in Federal 
Hall National Memorial, the stone and 
marble building where President George-
Washington first took the oath of office. 

For the fourth year in a row, NPCA is 

KATE HIMOT is communications coordinator. 

highlighting the most needy through its 
Ten Most Endangered list. 

Noisy, polluting snowmobiles will 
keep Yellowstone on the list for the 
fourth year. After more than a decade of 
scientific study and years of public pro-

Pollution and noise generated by snowmobiles 
keep Yellowstone on the list for the fourth year. 

cess, the Park Service adopted a plan to 
phase out snowmobile use. When the 
snowmobile industry sued to overturn 
the phase-out, the Bush administration 
did not defend the plan and instead set
tled the case, forcing the Park Service to 
consider snowmobile use as part of its 
winter management plan. 

Four-year veterans, Big Cypress Na
tional Preserve and Everglades National 
Park, comprise more than 2 million 
acres of wetlands and bay waters in 
South Florida. After more than 50 years 
of water diversion and drainage, half the 
historic ecosystem has been lost to devel
opment, 68 native species are endan
gered, and the wading bird population 
has decreased by 90 percent. The water 

that does reach the parks is often pollut
ed by industrial and agricultural runoff. 

A plan to restore desperately needed 
water flows to the Everglades has re
ceived support from the Army Corps of 
Engineers, the Bush administration, and 

the state of Florida. However, the 
40-year, $8-billion project is not 
guaranteed. The Corps' strategic 
plan has not been unveiled, and 
Florida, responsible for half of the 
money to pay for the project, 
may lack the necessary funds. 

Big Cypress faces another chal
lenge from a private company 
proposing exploratory drilling 
and seismic testing. The compa
ny's plan includes building miles 
of new roads, drilling an 11,800-
foot exploratory well, and deto
nating dynamite charges in 
14,700 holes to gauge shock-

waves for evidence of oil deposits. 
At Great Smoky Mountains, one of 

the most visited parks in the system, air 
pollution from coal-fired power plants 
and other sources poses a health risk to 
visitors, staff, and nearby residents, dam
ages trees and wildlife, and obscures 
majestic views by as much as 80 percent. 
Although the park has some data on the 
effects of pollution, it lacks the funds to 
monitor air and water quality. 

Air pollution returns Big Bend to the 
list. Chronic air pollution reduces scenic 
vistas by as much as 90 percent at Big 
Bend, home to the greatest variety of 
mammal and reptile species in the coun
try. In addition, water diversions have 
lowered the Rio Grande—the core of 
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the park's ecosystem—to dangerous lev
els, yielding increased concentrations of 
water pollutants. 

Glacier Bay National Park in Alaska, 
home to 200 species offish and marine 
mammals including the endangered 
humpback whale, is threatened by water, 
air, and noise pollution generated by 
cruise ships. Last year, a U.S. District 
Court ruled that Alaska must roll back 
to pre-1996 levels the number of cruise 
ships entering Glacier Bay, while com
pleting a comprehensive environmental 
study of the effects that traffic would 
have on the park. Unfortunately, Sen. 
Ted Stevens (R-Alaska) pushed through 
an amendment that nullified the ruling. 
It returns traffic to levels 30 percent 
higher than the court ordered, insists on 
a two-year wait before an environmental 
impact statement is done, and provides 
no funding to do the study. 

Although the outlook for Glacier 
National Park's Going-to-the-Sun Road 
may improve if infrastructure repair 
Rinds are allocated, its scenic North Fork 
of the Flathead River, running along the 
park's western edge, remains threatened 
by Canadian coal mines and timber har
vesting. In addition, housing develop
ments both inside and around the park 
could pollute the watershed while elimi
nating wildlife habitat, and a state pro
posal to double the width of a highway 
through the southern portion of the 
park could block historic migration 
paths of bears, elk, and mountain goats. 

Federal Hall National Memorial in 
New York is new to the list. Funds are 
available to repair decades-old damage 
worsened aRer the collapse of the World 
Trade Towers, but the memorial's 30-
year-old educational exhibits do little to 
inform visitors about the significance of 
the site. Inadequate operating Rinds also 
mean the memorial lacks critical staff, 
including a public safety officer. 

At Valley Forge National Historical 
Park in Pennsylvania, a development 
company wants to build on 80 acres of 
private land within the park. About 250 
of the park's 3,466 acres are privately 
owned. Rep. Joe Hocffcl (D-Pa.), who 
opposes the housing development, to
gether with Sen. Aden Spector (R-Pa.), 
introduced legislation last year to build a 

Thirty-year-old exhibits at Federal 
Hall need to be updated. 

200-acre veteran's cemetery on much of 
the same land. That proposal has been 
decried as an inappropriate use of the 
park but has not been abandoned. 

Development also threatens Mojave 
National Preserve in California. The 
largest proposed development involves a 
50-year, $150-million project to import 
water from the Colorado River and store 
it in a natural aquifer that provides water 
for a portion of the desert preserve. The 
plan would allow Cadiz Incorporated 
and southern California's Metropolitan 
Water District to pump out natural 
water as well. Researchers do not believe 
natural flow can replenish the water fast 
enough to support the vegetation and 
animals that depend on it. 

A proposed road landed Ocmulgee 
National Monument on the list. The 
Georgia Department of Transportation 
wants to build a highway directly 
through an adjacent flood plain known 
as the Ocmulgee Old Fields, which, 
along with the park, was declared in 
1999 the first Traditional Cultural 
Property in the eastern United States. 
The privately owned land, ancestral 
home of the Muskogee Creek American 
Indian tribe, should he protected be
cause of its historic significance and its 
ability to enhance the park's story. An 
alternative highway route would ensure 
that the small park is not cut off from 
the flood plain. 

Several of the parks listed in 2001 

have been removed from the list. Alaska's 
parks were removed as a category to 
highlight individual parks in gravest 
danger. The others are: 
A Biscayne National Park, Florida: the 
plan to turn Homestead Air Reserve 
Base into a commercial airport has lost 
support from county officials. The 
Department of Interior vetoed a propos
al to swap state land for the controversial 
private structures known as Stiltsville, 
and the park's managers may create no-
fishing and no-motorized-boating zones, 
which would diminish damage there. 
A Frederick Douglass National Historic 
Site, Washington, D.C.: funds have 
been allocated to begin repairs. 
A Fire Island National Seashore, New 
York: the Army Corps of Engineers' plan 
to augment the beach was revised. 
A Petrified Forest National Park, Arizo
na: the state's congressional delegation 
plans to introduce legislation to expand 
the park's boundaries, which would pro
tect paleontological resources, unique 
archaeological sites, and scenic vistas. 
A Stones River National Battlefield, 
Tennessee: the city of Murfreesboro 
agreed to relocate a potentially destruc
tive proposed highway. 

"Increased funding would address 
many of the threats that place parks on 
this list," says NPCA President Thomas 
C. Kiernan. "NPCA aims to work with 
Congress and the administration to 
ensure that the parks' needs are met so 
that fewer of our nation's treasures reach 
endangered status." 

You Can Help 
For a list of actions you can take to help, 
go to our web site, www.npca.org. For 
more information about the parks on 
this list, call 1-888-TENMOST *> 

The Ten Most Endangered Parks 
1. Big Bend National Park 

2. Big Cypress NPres/Everglades NP 

3. Federal Hall National Memorial 

4. Glacier Bay National Park 

5. Glacier National Park 

6. Great Smoky Mountains NP 

7. Mojave National Preserve 

8. Ocmulgee National Monument 

9. Valley Forge NHP 

10. Yellowstone National Park 
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After the terrorist 

attacks, the National 

Park Service worked 

harder than ever 

Whether it is the president's residence (which, unknown to many, is a 

unit of the park system), the Statue of Liberty, the Washington 

Monument, or the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, 

such landmarks give us a sense of who we are. 

The attacks not only changed us as a nation, but also 

deeply affected NPS and the sites under its care. 

BY TODD W I L K I N S O N 

I
n its 86-year history, the National 
Park Service (NPS) has borrowed 
many ideas from the U.S. military: 
The classic, 19th-century soldier 
uniform originated with the caval

ry's occupation of Yellowstone in the 
1870s; the concept of mounted rangers 
was modeled after the infantry; and, of 
course, the agency maintains a grand tra
dition of esprit de corps. 

But aside' from battling occasional 
armed poachers, artifact looters, and 
drug smugglers, the Park Service has 
rarely had to worry about war threat
ening the safety of its visitors or the 
integrity of cultural treasures under its 
command. 

Things today, of course, are radically 
different. On September 11, 2001, by 
destroying and damaging such iconic 
structures as the World Trade Center 
towers and the Pentagon, terrorists pro
vided a jarring wake-up call to the new 
millennium. The attacks at once reaf
firmed the profile of parks as venerated 
American symbols of freedom and 

exposed them as potential targets. 
Whether it is the president's residence 
(which, unknown to many citizens, is a 
unit of the park system), the Statue of 
Liberty, the Washington Monument, or 
the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, such 
landmarks give us a sense of who we are. 
And unfortunately, that fact is not lost 
on those who lurk in the shadows of tet-
rorism. The attacks not only changed us 
as a nation, but also deeply affected NPS 
and the sites under its care. 

Immediately aftet the attacks, all 
national paries were closed briefly, as the 
nation became quickly aware of their 

Todd Wilkinson lives in 

Bozeman, Montana, and is 

a regular contributor to 

National Parks. 

34 A P R I L / M A Y 2 0 0 2 N A T I O N A L P A R K S 35 

q 
z < q 

4 

O 

< 

to protect American 

icons, as well as the 

people who love them. 

On the 
Homtjront .• •• :-"•'. 

r. 



vulnerability. Yet close to ground zero, 
the National Park Service sought to help 
others before it helped itself. In New 
York City, all 450 Park Service employ
ees at the 21 national park sites of New 
York Harbor stepped forward. Federal 
Hall National Memorial, located on 
Wall Street in the financial district, 
became a disaster shelter, providing 
refuge to hundreds of pedestrians fleeing 
the rubble of the Trade Center. Per
sonnel from the Statue of Liberty and 
Kllis Island helped evacuate victims by 
boat across the water to emergency med
ical crews arriving from New Jersey. 
Rangers were dispatched to Gateway 
National Recreation Area to help with 
crowds that had formed along the shore
line to view the altered skyline. Rangers 
and park police officers routinely 
worked 12-hour shifts. 

"The National Park Service contribu
tion does underscore how national 
parks, located in dense urban areas, are 
an integral part of the community," said 
Park Service Director Fran Mainella. 

"It also underscores the value of parks 
as places of healing and introspection 

and of the high value of large federal 
open spaces." 

But that high value may also come 
with some risk. If the terrorists can strike 
at icons of Western society, a mountain 
with the faces of U.S. presidents may be 
a prime target. 

"I would say our security is as good as 
it gets right now, but we cannot let our 
guard down today, nor wait five years 
and declare that the threat has passed," 
says Jim Popovich, chief of interpreta
tion at Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial in South Dakota. "What's sad 
is that terrorism has invaded our psyche. 
It's something that we can never not 
think about again." 

Steps have already been taken to pro
tect the parks. "We are using everything 
at our disposal to make our sites secure," 
says Elaine Sevy, a senior spokeswoman 
for the Park Service in Washington, 
D.C. This involves increased police pres
ence and the installation of physical bar
riers, but also more subtle measures, 
such as hidden surveillance cameras, sen
sors, metal detectors, and armed person
nel at high-risk locations, Sevy says. 

A U.S. Coast Guard boat patrols 

the harbor near the Statue of 

Liberty on September 14, 2001. 

Smoke rises from the area 

where the World Trade Center 

towers once stood. 

Rangers working with the new Home
land Security Office will have training in 
such areas as biochemical response. 
Already the Park Service has responded 
to numerous incidents involving pow
dery substances feared to be anthrax, 
although none has proven positive. 

"In Washington, we have overtly 
increased our security presence to make 
the visiting public feel more secure, but 
it's a fine line we walk," Sevy says. "We 
don't want to make people feel like they 
are entering into a police state, and yet 
we must address areas where we've been 
vulnerable given the new reality." 
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Mount Rushmore National Memorial 

At Independence Hall in Philadelphia, 
for example, metal bollards gird the 
building where the Declaration of 
Independence was signed. "If you work 
for the Park Service, your awareness of 
terrorism is heightened," says spokesman 
Phil Sheridan. 

The agency has been assessing its vul
nerability for years. In 1999, Mount 
Rushmore completed a $60 million 
renovation that included a significant 
security upgrade with devices to detect 
trespassers. 

"For years, there was an assumption 
that because Mount Rushmore was in 
South Dakota in the middle of the 
country...we were insulated from those 
kinds of threats," says Superintendent 
Dan Wcnk. "We realize we had a false 
sense of security." 

Such awareness grew even sharper 
after the Oklahoma City bombing in 
1995. Today, the Oklahoma City Na
tional Memorial not only commemo
rates the victims of terrorism but also 
seeks to prevent such incidents from 
happening. Behind the solemn silhou
ettes of 168 chairs, one for each bomb
ing victim, The Institute on the 
Prevention of Terrorism is dedicated to 
the study of civil unrest in a complicated 
world. 

"Scholars throughout the world will 
be able to conduct internationally signif
icant research in this library," says former 
superintendent Pat McCrary. "We 
couldn't stop violence here, but we hope 
this hallowed ground will be a catalyst 
for stopping it elsewhere." 

Three years ago, a panel commis-

Towers ' Collapse Damages Federal Hall 
It could take years to determine the full impact that the 
terrorist attacks of September 11 will have on national 
parks—as new security measures are gauged, and park 
visitation is monitored—but at Federal Hall in New York 
City, the impact is evident and urgent. 

Federal Hall National Memorial at 26 Wall Street is 
where George Washington took the oath of office to 
become America's first president. The building sustained 
severe damage when the nearby World Trade Towers 
collapsed, setting off what has been described as a 
near-seismic event that jarred the stone and marble 
building. 

Vibrations deepened an existing crack in the building's 
Nassau Street wall that had developed over about 20 
years, said Mike Adlerstein of the National Park Service 
(NPS). It was a slow-developing problem that was 
scheduled to be addressed at a latertime, but the events 
of September 11 made damage to the building a priority. 

"The crack now separates the entire wall, through the 
sub-basement and right up to the [third-story] roof," 
Adlerstein said, adding that without prompt repair, 
"we're not sure how many years this building has left." 

The Park Service has begun a formal engineering 
study to determine the full extent of the damage. 
Already, this much is known: Federal Hall's walls must be 

underpinned and restabilized, which is likely to require the 
injection of a significant amount of grout, Adlerstein said. 
The front steps and the statue of George Washington need 
to be disassembled and rebuilt during this process. 

In addition to structural troubles, the building's water 
drainage system was damaged and its ventilation system 
clogged as a result of the debris created when the twin 
towers collapsed. 

The Park Service recently secured funds to assess and 
repair the damage, but the park still lacks money to proper
ly tell the story of the nation's birth. Educational exhibits are 
nearly 30 years old and do little to inspire visitors, because 
they do not reflect the depth and importance of the site. 
Inadequate funds mean the park has no safety officer, cura
tor, historian, or educational outreach coordinator on staff. 
Americans for National Parks, a coalition launched by 
NPCA, is seeking to address these issues through in
creased operating funds. It seeks to secure full funding for 
the park system within the next five years. 

Despite the damage, Federal Hall is considered struc
turally sound and remains open for visitation. 

"Right now, it's not a concern for visitors—it's a concern 
for preservation," Adlerstein said. "And it's only going to get 
worse if we don't fix it." 

—Ryan Dougherty 
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Today, the Oklahoma City National Memorial not only 

commemorates the victims of terrorism but also seeks to 

prevent such incidents from happening. Behind the solemn 

silhouettes of 168 chairs, one for each bombing victim, 

The Institute on the Prevention of Terrorism is dedicated 

to the study of civil unrest in a complicated world. 

Oklahoma City National Memorial tree, survivor of the blast 

sioned by the Pentagon released a report 
that focused on growing threats of 
domestic terrorism. The coming 
decades, the panel predicted, would be 
marked by strategic attacks on civilians 
not only where they live and work, but 
also where they play and relax. 
"Americans will become increasingly 
vulnerable to hostile attack on our 
homeland, and our military superiority 
will not entirely protect us," the report 
stated. Such vulnerability was under
scored by Vasili Mitrokhin, a KGB 
defector and an author of The Sword and 
The Shield: The Mitrokhiti Archive and 
the Secret History of the KGB, who 
revealed Soviet plans to blow up two 
hydroelectric dams in Montana to 
knock out power supplies in the West. 
(Mitrokhin wrote the book with 
Christopher Andrew.) 

Although implementing anti-terrorist 
devices on federal lands is clearly neces
sary, they are neither convenient nor 
cheap, especially for an agency that is 
already struggling to address all the 
parks' funding needs. Even before the 
attacks, the agency was reeling from ris
ing maintenance costs, thinly stretched 
visitor services and education programs, 
and limited money for scientific 
research. With more resources devoted 
to homeland security, conservationists 
worry about further budget cuts in land 
management agencies. 

Consider, for example, the new secu
rity gauntlet imposed upon the National 
Mall in Washington, D.C. The Mall 
includes the Washington Monument 
and the Lincoln and Vietnam Veterans 
memorials. A new report prepared by 
the Interagency Task Force of the 
National Capital Planning Commission 
calls for an environmentally friendly 
armor of steel, concrete, and aesthetical
ly pleasing landscape barriers to encircle 
portions of the National Mall. Im
mediately after the attack, the Wash
ington Monument was hastily buffered 
by concrete Jersey barriers, and other 
sites installed trailer checkpoints, 
prompting the commission to conclude: 
"The national capital reflects the spirit of 
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America, but today in Washington we 
look like a nation in fear." 

The projected cost to carry out the 
commission's initial recommendations, 
which include new security and trans
portation features, is estimated at $100 
million, though some experts believe 
that, by completion, it could easily be 
ten times greater. Adding to the agency's 
financial dilemma is the fact that 
tourism remains down in the wake of 
the attacks. 

Although visitation to many national 
parks dropped off severely after 
September 11, strong evidence exists 
that the national parks have also served 
as places of solace to a nation consumed 
with grief and anxiety. For many 
tourists, driving to the closest national 
park has been preferable to flying. 

According to the Associated Press 
(AP), after the attacks, Yellowstone 
National Park, the Appalachian Trail. 
and other state and local parks were 
experiencing high visitation. 

A park is the best place to seek solace, 
Steve Anastasia, a ranger at Point Reyes 
National Seashore in California, told the 
AP "It's a nice place to get yourself 
grounded with all the crazy stuff going 
on. It's a great place for reflection." 

On Veterans Day weekend last fall, 
Interior Secretary Gale Norton opened 
all national parks to the public free of 
charge. Millions of citizens explored 
their favorite urban lawns, cultural cen
ters, and backcountry trails in an expres
sion of unity. NPCA President Thomas 
Kiernan praised Norton's gesture and the 
American response in embracing parks 
as sanctuaries in a time of national crisis. 

At Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area in San Francisco, Park Service 
rangers sent citizens' sentiments over the 
Internet as inspiration. 

"Just a single afternoon at Golden 
Gate allowed families to escape the dis
tress and tragedies of war unfolding 
around them, and that scenario was 
being repeated hundreds and thousands 
of times over," says Elaine Sevy. "Parks 
provide a peaceful experience in a good 
world that's been interrupted." 

"The national capital 

reflects the spirit of 

America, but today in 

Washington we look 

like a nation in fear." 
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Deer begging for a handout 

Conspicuous 
Consumption 

Visitor feeding golden mantled ground squirrel 
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Some park animals, either fed deliber

ately or inadvertently by visitors, have 

become so addicted to human food that 

manyparks have begun aggressive 

campaigns to reduce the number of 

panhandling animals and to discourage 

visitors from feeding them. 

Mountain goat lapping up poisonous antifreeze 

BY DAVID W I L L I A M S 

O
n a recent backpack trip in 
Grand Canyon National 
Park, Mary Moran got 
into a tug-of-war with a 
ringtail, a small carnivore 

that resembles a raccoon. She was sleep
ing in an open floor tent when some
thing rustling through her backpack 
aroused her. "I awoke and saw a bag of 
food disappear under the tent flap," says 
Moran. "I got out just in time to see a 
ringtail heading up a rock with my gorp 
and granola." She headed after the noc
turnal thief, grabbed her bag of snacks, 
and pulled it back. "I thought I had 
securely packed my food, but the ringtail 
was bolder than I expected." 

Although such hand-to-hand combat 
is highly unusual, wildlife-human inter
actions have become commonplace in 
national parks. The usual cause is 
humans giving food to animals. Some 
deliberately feed wildlife, hoping to get a 
nice picture or thinking they are dis
pensing essential nutrients to Yogi Bear 
or Bambi; but more visitors supply food 
unintentionally, by being messy or leav
ing it in a car or on a picnic table. Either 
way, some animals have become so 

addicted to human food that many 
parks have begun aggressive campaigns 
to reduce the number of panhandling 
animals. 

Black bears are generally considered 
the most problematic animal habituated 
to human food because they are intelli
gent, able to consume great amounts, 
and dangerous. Since 1997, Yosemite 
has reported 4,285 bear incidents, result
ing in $1,635,524 in damages, 13 
injured people, and 16 bears intentional
ly killed by rangers. Although bears have 
not caused as much damage elsewhere, 
the animals have had to be killed at 
Olympic, Great Smoky Mountains, 
Rocky Mountain, and Sequoia/Kings 
Canyon national parks as well. 

Normally, black bears avoid contact 
with people and their structures, but 
when visitors either purposely or inad
vertently provide an easy meal, they 
respond accordingly. "We generally see a 
three-step process where they become 
night-time active bears, afraid of people. 
They then progress to day-time bears 
becoming unafraid of people, finally 
developing into aggressive panhandlers 
that will displace a person to get food," 

Animals, large and small, are 

fed by park visitors either on 

purpose or inadvertently. 

Although the Park Service 

encouraged this practice 

decades ago, the agency is now 

working to put a stop to it. 

David Williams is a freelance 

natural history writer. He is the 

author of A Naturalist's Guide to 

Canyon Country and is now 

working on a book on nature 

in Seattle. 
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Biological costs are high for bears that come to rely on human 

food. The animals damage their teeth and claws on cars and 

cans and become less wary of people, making them 

more likely to be hit by cars. 

Arctic tern 

says Carroll Schell, resource manage
ment specialist at Great Smoky 
Mountains. In one year, rangers at that 
park had to remove 32 bears a total of 58 
times from the Chimney picnic area. 

Biological costs are high for bears that 
head down this path. Schell reports that 
they damage their teeth and claws on 
cars and cans and become less wary of 
people, making them more likely to be 
hit by cars. Compared with bears on a 
natural diet, bears with access to human 

food are larger (100 pounds heavier on 
average), reach sexual maturity sooner, 
and produce more cubs, which learn the 
methods of their mothers—ultimately 
leading to more problem bears. 

Once a bear becomes active during 
the day, rangers discourage the creatures' 
behavior through hazing, such as throw
ing rocks and shooting rubber bullets 
toward them. If that does not succeed, 
wildlife biologists at the Smokies capture 
the bear, pull a dysfunctional tooth, 

Grizzly bear with cubs of the year crossing park road, Denali National Park, Alaska 
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implant ear tags, tattoo its lip, and 
release it in the same place. 

"We hope the bear associates this non-
lethal but painful process with its 
actions," says Schell. The next stage 
involves documentation of the trou
blesome bear, and if problems persist, 
people are injured, or the animal can
not be relocated to a safe place, the 
bear will be destroyed. Other parks 
take similar steps. 

Bears are not the only animals addict
ed to human food. Mule deer at Phan
tom Ranch habituated to handouts in 
the Grand Canyon in the 1990s became 
so belligerent—striking out with their 
forelegs, breaking into packs, and but
ting with antlers—that rangers had to 
kill 40 animals. Necropsies revealed a 
surprising development. 

"A doe that should weigh 100-125 
pounds weighed only 68 pounds," says 
Elaine Leslie, wildlife biologist at the 
Grand Canyon. "Nearly five pounds of 
plastic garbage bags, foil candy wrappers, 
and assorted food packaging clogged the 
third and fourth compartments of her 
stomach and prevented passage of di
gested matter into her intestines. She 

was one step from starvation." 
Nor is the problem restricted to large 

animals. Industrious raccoons at Olym
pic National Park have broken into duct 
tape-sealed, five-gallon buckets hung 
from bear wires. At Yosemite, too many 
raccoons congregating under an outdoor 
food service patio created a dangerous 
situation by attracting mountain lions. 
Death Valley coyotes learned the best 
place to slow down cars to receive hand
outs, leading to several car-coyote colli
sions, and condors at the Grand Canyon 
seeking out food in trash cans near park
ing lots have nearly been run over. Not 
that cars always win: marmots in Rocky 
Mountain and Sequoia have chewed 

through wiring and hoses in search of 
salts and sweet-tasting, but poisonous, 
antifreeze. 

The National Park Service does bear 
some responsibility for visitors feeding 
animals. What began in Yellowstone in 
1891 as simply letting tourists know that 
bears could be seen feeding at dumps 
evolved into a popular program run by 
rangers. By the 1920s, Yosemite was pro
viding bears with 60 tons of table scraps 
per year, attracting 2,000 people who 
paid 50 cents each to watch. 

Although Yosemite and Yellowstone 
had stopped public feedings by the 
1940s, these and other parks have gener
ally not, until recently, actively enforced 

Bears are not the only animals addicted to human food. 

Mule deer at Phantom Ranch habituated to handouts in the 

Grand Canyon in the 1990s became so belligerent— 

striking out with their forelegs, breaking into packs, and 

butting with antlers—that rangers had to kill 40 animals. 

Yellow-bellied marmots begging 
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Coyote near sign forbidding feeding 

The Park Service has begun to 

address the issue 

through a two-pronged attack 

of informing visitors and 

discouraging animals. The basic 

message is "Don't Feed Animals." 

a no-feeding animal policy. At one time, 
visitors could even buy food at parks to 
feed animals. "Oldet visitors remember 
feeding animals and want to be able to 
share this experience with their grand
children. This is a tough mindset to 
change," says Judy Visty, natural re
source specialist at Rocky Mountain 
National Park. 

But now the Park Service has begun to 
address the issue through a two-pronged 
attack of informing visitors and discour
aging animals. The basic message is 
"Don't Feed Animals." Parks print pre
cautionary messages on everything from 
bookmarks to posters to newspapers to 
bumper stickers. Interpreters also weave 
the message into their programs, and 
rangers have started to crack down on 
offending humans. At Grand Canyon, 
the staff displayed a skeleton of one of 
the deer that was killed along with the 
trash retrieved from its stomach. 

Rocky Mountain National Park has 
tried one innovative approach. Prompted 
by a forced killing of two coyotes addict
ed to human food, Supervisory Park 
Naturalist Jeff Maugans established 
Chow Busters, a group of volunteers 
who go to overlooks and parking lots to 
contact people feeding animals. "We 
wanted to be proactive and educational, 

getting the message to people not only 
when they feed the animals but befote 
they feed them," says Maugans. Chow 
Busters use props, such as skins or 
antlers, to attract visitors and then 
address health and safety problems for 
animals and humans in feeding wildlife. 
"The program has been successful," 
Maugans says, "although we have many 
years until we can call it a victory." 

Education programs like these have 
reduced the incidence of purposeful 
feeding; however, people still leave food 
out on picnic tables or in their back
packs, coolers, and vehicles or they do 
not correctly use animal-proof garbage 
systems. In addition, many parks simply 
lack enough secure garbage cans and 
dumpsters to hold the volume of visitors' 

garbage or they do not have enough 
maintenance personnel to clean up. In 
one cteative approach, staff at Great 
Smoky Mountains began picking up 
garbage in the evening instead of morn
ing, leaving nocturnal feeders with 
empty plates, which in part contributed 
to rangers removing fewer than ten bears 
from Chimneys picnic areas since 1990. 

Money is the main obstacle keeping 
parks from addressing all food-related 
issues. Where money exists, problems 
drastically decline. Two million dollars 
of bear-proof containers, along with 
an additional $500,000 annually for 
night-time patrols, better interpretation, 
and research, led to an 87 percent drop 
in incidents and a 96 percent drop in 
damages between 1998 and 2001 at 

Yosemite. Olympic has neatly eliminat
ed its problems with beats and raccoons 
by spending $250,000 on animal-resis
tant dumpstets and garbage cans and an 
animal-proof food container loan pro
gram for backpackers. 

In contrast, at Sequoia/Kings Canyon, 
where rangers had to kill four bears in 
2000, the park has determined it needs 
$ 110,000 annually fot a bear manage
ment program, but as yet has not found 
a source. 

Although animals still panhandle and 
break into cars and people continue to 
feed them, most patks report that their 
vigilance is paying off with fewer inci
dents. People also seem to be learning 
from their mistakes. Recently at Death 
Valley, a woman was finishing her ice 

cream when a roadrunner approached. 
When she tossed the final bits to the 
bird, it paid no attention, but a small 
flock of house sparrows swarmed the 
treat. The roadrunner promptly grabbed 
one of the sparrows, slammed it on the 
pavement, and ate it in front of the hor
rified woman. When she told the ranger 
what happened, she added that the 
episode had convinced her to never feed 
a wild animal again. 

Black bear foraging in dump 

Although animals still 

panhandle and break into 

cars and people continue 

to feed them, most parks 

report that vigilance 

is paying off with fewer 

incidents. People also seem 

to be learning from 

their mistakes. 

Clark's nutcracker atop a warning sign Mule deer in winter at the South Rim of Grand Canyon National Park, Arizona 
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Colony 
The short-lived Pop ham Colony on Maine's 

rugged coast has the potential to shed new light 

on the origins of European North America and 

its successful twin at Jamestown, Virginia 

BY CHRIS FORDNEY 

To history he was an obscure 
Carholic cardinal. Bur to 
archaeologists at digs hun
dreds of miles aparr on the 

United States' East Coast, Robert 
Bellarmine is famous as the face the 
English loved to ridicule. One day, to 
national park visitors, he will be 
familiar as the image on pottery that 
demonstrates how disparate English 
settlements along the coast are actually 
parts of one historical phenomenon. 

The story began in 1994, when a 
piece of a Bellarmine jug was unearrhed 
at Jamestown in Virginia. These 17th-
century English pub bottles, adorned 

CHRIS FORDNEY is based in 

Winchester, Virginia. He last 

wrote for National Parks about 

air quality at several parks. 

with a jolly, bearded face, have been 
found all over the world, evidence of 
early settlements and trade routes. They 
were called "Bellarmines" in a satiric 
poke at an Italian cardinal of that name, 
who was engaged in a war of words with 
King James I of England over such mat
ters as James' habit of lopping off the 
heads of English Catholic priests who 
refused to sweat allegiance to the ctown. 

A few years after the Jamestown dis
covery, archaeologisrs excavaring a site 
on the coast of Maine found a piece of 
anothet Bellarmine jug. 

The first site, Jamestown, long famous 
as the first successful English settlement 
in North America, remains one of rhe 
richest archaeological deposits in the 
world. The second, the short-lived 
Popham Colony on the rugged coast of 
New England, is slowly yielding its 
secrets and impressing archaeologists 
with its potential to shed new light on 
the origins of European North America, 
a period thar remains shrouded in mys
tery and legend. Those discoveries, along 
with research at other sites in Maryland 

The Popham Colony, also known as Fort St. 

George, is of particular interest to archaeologists 

because it remains a time capsule of a single year. 

This is a rare quality for archaeological sites, 

usually overlain with years of development. 

Sailing ship. Colonial National Historical Park, Jamestown, Virginia 
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Foundation of early home along James River in Virginia 

and North Carolina, are expected to 
percolate into the exhibits and presen
tations at a variety of national, state, 
and private historical parks, bringing 
new context to the 1600s, long con
sidered the "lost century." 

The Popham Colony, also known as 
Fort St. George, is of particular interest 
to archaeologists. The colony was 
launched cooperatively by the London 
Company and the Plymouth Colony 
with more than 100 men in two ships in 
May 1607, the same year as the 
Jamestown expedition. The venture was 
named for Sir John Popham, the lord 
chief justice of England, and his kins
man, George Popham, the colony's first 
president. By August, the expedition had 
landed on the coast of Maine and begun 
to construct a fort and several buildings 
defended by nine cannons. 

The colony got off to a good start, 
opening a fur trade with local Indians, 
the Abenakis, and building a sturdy sail
boat, the Virginia, to explore the coast 
and rivers. But spirits plummeted with 
the onset of the fierce Maine winter, the 
death of George Popham in February 
1608, the inability to strike it rich with 
furs or minerals, and worsening relations 
with the Indians. 

The following summer, the colony's 
new leader, Ralegh Gilbert, decided to 
go home after receiving news that he had 

inherited substantial lands in England. 
Now leaderless, the other colonists gave 
up and sailed for England as well. 

The Popham Colony faded into his
tory as the failed sister colony to 
Jamestown and an illustration of the 
razor-thin margin between success and 
failure faced by these early outposts. The 
approximate location of the settlement 
on a bluff at the mouth of the Kennebec 
River has been suspected for a century 
but only confirmed in 1994. Although 
until recently there was neither funding 

nor resolve for a serious excavation, the 
site has intrigued archaeologists for a 
couple of reasons. First, because it was 
abandoned so quickly, it remains a time 
capsule of a single year, a rare quality for 
archaeological sites, normally overlain 
with layers of human development. 

A second and even more unusual ele
ment is the existence of a detailed draw
ing of Fort St. George, acquired by the 
Spanish ambassador to England in 1608 
and found in Spain's archives in 1888. 
This document's accuracy remained in 
question until 1997. In that year Jeffrey 
P. Brain, an archaeologist with the 
Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, 
Massachusetts, who had found one post-
hole in 1994, used the map to find 
another posthole, confirming the loca
tion of the storehouse. This finding gave 
the map a new cachet as the only known 
chart of an early English settlement. 

"When we found the second post-
hole, that was the real eureka moment," 
Brain said. "Among historical archaeolo
gists, this has created a great deal of 
excitement." 

Since then, the map has shown itself 
to be a precise architectural blueprint of 
the fort, invaluable for locating struc
tures and avoiding the tedious searches 
for the faint signs of long-gone structures 

So far, several thousand artifacts have been unearthed in 

the remains of just two of a potential 18 buildings. 

Ralegh Gilbert house hearth excavations in progress 
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Technician working with skeleton found 

at James Fort dig 

Detail from Ralegh Gilbert house dig An artifact from Popham Colony dig 

that such digs usually requite. "We don't 
have to waste a lot of time on blind exca
vations," Brain said. 

So far, several thousand artifacts 
have been unearthed in the remains of 
just two of a potential 18 buildings. 
The storehouse has yielded musket 
balls, gun parts, armor, and beads for 
trading with the Indians. The home of 
Ralegh Gilbert has shown how a leader 
of the colony lived, with parts of 
liquor bottles, drinking glasses, the 
glass buttons of a gentleman, and the 
fragment of the Bellarmine jug. 

The findings at Fort St. George and 
the ongoing Jamestown Rediscovery 
project at Jamestown are changing the 
traditional view of these Englishmen. 
Until now, this portrait has been gleaned 
mostly from written accounts, but the 
hundreds of thousands of artifacts at 
Jamestown and the thousands found at 
Fort St. George are showing that these 
early colonists were far more industrious 
and skilled than the historical record 
suggests. 

"Archaeological artifacts have a way of 
giving credibility...you can't ignore 

Historical reconstruction of Fort St. George, Popham Colony 

them," said William M. Kelso, the 
archaeologist credited with finding the 
original James Fort in 1994, which most 
specialists believed had long been 
washed away by the James River. 

As an example, Kelso said his team has 
found many copper scraps in their digs, 
showing that the early colonists were 
making things to exchange with the 
Indians for food rather than trying to 
grow it themselves. "You don't realize 
how important copper was until you see 
it all over the site," Kelso said. "They 
weren't going to be farmers. They would 

be trading for food." 
The subsequent "starv

ing time," which almost 
ended the Jamestown 
settlement, is believed to 
have been the result of a 
number of factors, in
cluding drought, discov
ered through the exami
nation of bald cypress 
tree rings. Other factors 
may have included the 
fact that the colonists 
never intended to farm, 
and the Indians may 
have deliberately tried to 
starve them out. But 
excavations have also 
confirmed the worst of 
the historical accounts: 
bones of dogs, cats, rats, 
mice, and snakes show 
the colonists ate any
thing. And although 
written records suggest 
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that colonists may have eaten each 
othet's dead bodies to survive, no archae
ological evidence has been found to con
firm those reports. 

At the Popham dig, in addition, solid 
building construction is showing that 
master carpenters were present, and the 
pinnace built by the colonists was sea
worthy enough to get them home and 
make a voyage to Jamestown. "They 
were far more competent then they've 
been given credit for," Brain said. 

More discoveries are probably in store. 
The Association for the Preservation of 
Virginia Antiquities, which owns 22 
acres where James Fort was found, has so 
far excavated only about half an acre, 
yielding about 400,000 artifacts. The 
Park Service holds about 600,000 arti
facts at Jamestown excavated in the 
1930s and 1950s, and a recent assess
ment of that collection—along with 
58 potential archaeological sites on the 
1,500-acre island going back 12,000 
years—is now up to ten volumes. 
Researchers are working hard to syn
thesize it all in time for a commemo
ration in 2007 of the 400th anniver
sary of the Jamestown landing. 

Many national parks and historic sites 
are expected to benefit from the new fer-

Colonial National Historical Park, Jamestown, Virginia 

ment in 17th-century research. Colonial 
National Historical Park is helping tie 
together 13 parks in a new partnership 
called the Early American Sites Net
work, which organizers hope will have 
the same kind of linkage as Civil War 
battlefields. 

These early American parks—which 
include Ocmulgee National Monument 
in Georgia, Fort Raleigh National 
Historic Site in North Carolina, De Soto 
National Memorial in Florida, El Morro 
National Monument in New Mexico, 
San Juan National Historic Site in 
Puerto Rico, Roger Williams National 
Memorial in Rhode Island, and Saugus 
Iron Works National Historic Site in 

Colonial National Historical Park, Jamestown, Virginia 

Many national parks and historic 

sites are expected to benefit from 

the information unearthed during 

the digs in Maine. 

Massachusetts, as well as several state and 
private historical parks—represent the 
complex interplay of European, African, 
and American Indian cultures involved 
in the struggle for North America. 

That effort to share information 
about related sites is just beginning and 
still seeking grant funding. 

"The first conference call we had early 
last summer was the first time that 
those sites had ever talked to each 
other," said Heather A. Huyck, James
town 4()()th project director. 

But the evolving discourse will ulti
mately improve park exhibits as a 
clearer picture of this era emerges. Our 
previous understanding that settlements 
like Plymouth Rock, Jamestown Island, 
and Roanoke colony were isolated 
from each other is changing, according 
to Andrew S. Veech, the archaeologist 
at Colonial National Historical Park, 
which includes Jamestown Island. The 
new findings, says Veech, are "pressing 
home the fact that an English colonial 
enterprise in North America was a 
coast-wide, or Atlantic-wide, phenom
enon." This reinterpretation by means 
of material culture will help to make 
America's 1600s a little less "lost" to 
the Americans of today. 
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E X C U R S I O N S 

BY P A T R I C I A A . K U R T Z 

By day, the diverse vistas of New 
Mexico make for an enchant
ing array of destinations to 
explore. History and chic inter

twine in cultures rich with prehistoric 
pueblos, historic Spanish missions, and 
artifacts of range wars, infamous out
laws, and American Indian traditions, 
not to mention theater, dance, and sen
sational artwork. 

But no less special attractions are 
available after sunset, when a landscape 
awash with colors gives way to the end
less, velvet black curtain of night, sprin
kled with gems of the celestial kind. 
Many of the country's foremost astro
nomical observatories are located in the 
Southwest. The skies are deep and dark, 
and with a telescope one can travel back 
millions of years in time. With or with
out instruments, some of New Mexico's 

White Sands National Monument 

In addition to historic and 

natural treasures, 

many Southwestern parks 

offer deep, dark skies 

for some of the best star 

gazing in the country. 

national parks cater to the stars when the 
lights go out. 

White Sands National Monument 
A testament to the varied geology of the 
state, White Sands National Monument 
is embraced in a mountain-ringed valley 
called the Tularosa Basin, a high desert 
area 4,000 feet above sea level. Within 
this valley, 275 square miles of desert 
have been swallowed by brilliant white 
gypsum sand, making a stunning con
trast with the jet-black night skies. 

In the summertime, visitors get stellar 
treatment with extensive astronomy pro
grams organized by Chief Interpreter 
John Mangimeli. The summer constella
tions are described at 8:30 p.m. on May 
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31, June 7 and 28, July 5, 12, and 19, 
August 2 and 9, and 8 p.m. on August 
30. If conditions permit, this year the 
Annular Solar Eclipse on June 10, 2002, 
should get rave reviews. Also that 
month, on Summer Solstice, Friday, 
June 21, at 8:30 p.m., a slide program, 
"Astronomy of the Ancient Americans," 
will be offered. And, for some spectacu
lar celestial fireworks, the monument will 
remain open until midnight for what is 
usually the best meteor shower of the 
year—The Perseids—on Sunday, 
August 11. 

To finish off the summer observing 
season, White Sands, along with the 
Alamogordo Astronomy Club and the 
New Mexico Museum of Space History, 
hosts a cosmic event—The Annual 
White Sands Star Party—this year 
Friday and Saturday, September 6 and 7. 
Visitors will be treated to telescope view
ing, constellation talks, kids' activities, 
and more. Those registered for the star 
party will be allowed to camp overnight. 

All astronomy programs are held at 
the amphitheater on Dunes Drive. For 
more information and registration fees, 
call 505-479-6124 or visit the web site at 
www.nps.gov/whsa/. Be sure to call to 
confirm dates and times of the astrono
my schedule. 

The monument is open daily year-
round, except Christmas Day. Summer 
hours (Memorial Day through Labor 
Day) are: Visitor Center 8 a.m.-7 p.m.; 
Dunes Drive 7 a.m.-9 p.m. The park is 
15 miles southwest of Alamogordo and 
52 miles east of Las Cruces. The closest 
airport is F.I Paso (Texas) International 
Airport. No public transportation serves 
the park. Drivers should be advised that, 
occasionally, Dunes Drive and/or U.S. 
Highway 70/82 between Alamogordo 
and las Cruces can be closed for up to 
two hours for missile testing at the adja
cent White Sands Missile Range, so call 
a day ahead for closure information. 

Chaco Culture National Historical Park 
Chaco Culture National Historical Park 
offers a combination of daytime and 
nighttime viewing opportunities. 

"These are the largest above-ground, 
free-standing masonry buildings pro
duced in this part of the country," says 

rime lapse of darkening sky over Chaco 

Pictographs at Chaco believed to represent celestial activity 

Visitors at ancient sun-watching spot in Chaco 
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E X C U R S I O N S 

National Park Service Interpreter G.B. 
Cornucopia. 

For hundreds of years, the ancestors of 
today's Pueblo Indians, the ancestral 
Puebloans, flourished in Chaco Canyon, 
and the area now contains the largest 
collection of prehistoric ruins north of 
Mexico. The Chacoan people combined 
architectural designs, astronomical align
ments, geometry, and landscaping to 
create an ancient urban center. Their 
elaborate roadways suggest the Pue
bloans had a culture rich in ceremony, 
trade, and administration in the Four 
Corners area. About 4,000 archaeologi
cal sites are recorded within present park 
boundaries; 1 to 2 percent of these have 
been excavated, including about half of 
the Great Houses. 

From April through November, visi
tors are also treated to the dark night 
skies "Chaco-style." Chaco's onsite 
observatory is open two to fout nights a 
week, typically on Friday, Saturday, 
Tuesday, and Thursday. Volunteers from 
around the world help run the program, 

c o n t i n u e d 

which starts with a presentation and 
slide show featuting canyon sites 
thought to have ancient astronomical 
properties. Also shown ate slides taken in 
the canyon with the observatory's CCD 
imaging system. Aitet the slide introduc
tion, visitors are shown the constella
tions with views from three telescopes. A 
highlight this year will take place at the 
end of April, when a beautiful planetary 
lineup featuring Mercury, Venus, Mars, 
Saturn, and Jupiter illuminates the night 
shortly after sunset. 

Camping is the best way to enjoy 
Chaco because it's remote. A small lodge 
is located in Nageezi 25 miles away, but 
if it's full, the closest towns with plentiful 
accommodations are 70 miles away in 
Farmingron, Bloomfield, Aztec, and 
Cuba, New Mexico. Although isolated, 
Chaco is worth every bump on the 
rough 16-mile dirt road you'll take to get 
there. The nearest airports are in 
Farmington and Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, and Durango, Colorado. No 
public transportation travels to the patk, 

Gila Cliff Dwellings 

which has several entrances. If you're 
confused by your road map, call the patk 
at 505-786-7014 ot visit the web site at 
www.nps.gov/chcu/. Bring plenty of 
water, and be aware that the park offers 
no food services. Entrance cost is $8 pet 
vehicle (good fot seven days). 

Gila Cliff Dwellings 

National Monument 

Gila Cliff Dwellings National Monu
ment lies a bit off the beaten path and 
may not be as well known as some 
othet national parks in New Mexico. 
It's separated from Silver City by 42 

miles of a windy mountain road— 
NM Highway 15. "We're in the heart 
of the Gila Wilderness area, which is 
more rhan 550,000 acres of canyon 
country, high mountain forest, exquis
ite landscapes, and of course, the Gila 
Cliff Dwellings," said Jim Witheting-
ton, U.S. Forest Service interpretive 
guide at the monument. 

Activities at the monument and the 
forest surrounding it include backpack
ing, fishing, hunting, and miles and 
miles of trails for hiking. As for the main 
attraction, Witherington says, "This is 
one of the few places visitots ate allowed 
to actually go inside the cave and walk 
among the mins of the cliff dwellings, 
which are on either side of the path . . . 
the same path that the Mogollan walked 
when they lived here." 

With warm weather approaching and 
dark skies beckoning, Witherington 
hopes to add a star walk and/or constel
lation story-telling program to the 
evening activities. 

The monument is open year-round: 8 

a.m.-6 p.m., from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day, and 9 a.m.-4 p.m. the rest of 
the year. Children under 12 enter free; 
visitors 13 and older pay $3. The monu
ment accepts various passes. Call ahead 
for wearher information and to arrange 
for special tours. Four campgrounds are 
located within the monument, and Gila 
Hot Springs has accommodarions four 
miles away. For more information, call 
the monument at 505-536-9461 or 
505-536-9344, or visit its web site at 
www.nps.gov/gicl/. MP 

P a t r i c i a A . K u r t z is a con

tributing editor for Astronomy Magazine. 

She particularly enjoys learning and 

writing about archaeoastronomy in the 

Americas. 

With an annuity gift to NPCA, you will help 
safeguard our precious parks for future generations 
while enjoying reliable income and tax savings! 

• Receive guaranteed fixed payments for your lifetime 

• Reduce your Capital Gains and Income taxes 

• Help NPCA protect the national parks 

For information, call toll-free 1-877-468-5775 

Please send information on Charitable Gift Annuities to: 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

To receive a personalized illustration, please provide your birthdate(s): 

1. 2. 

. I would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 
A/M02 

"Treat the earth well: it was not given tojou by 
jour parents, it was loaned tojou byjour children." 

-ANCIENT PROVERB 

Protect the heritage you love 
with a legacy for the future... 

By including NPCA in your will or trust, you will help to 

safeguard our precious parks for future generations to enjoy. 

A planned gift to NPCA will create a legacy that will last far 

beyond your lifetime. 

To receive our free brochure How to Make a Will That Works, 

call our toll-free number (left) or return the form below. 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
1300 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
giftplanning@npca.org • www.npca.org 

Please send your free brochure How to Make a Will That Works. 

O I would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 

I have already included NPCA in my estate plans. 
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To find out more, call toll-free 1-877-468-5775 

Name 

Address 

City State Zi p 

A/M02 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
1300 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
giftplanning@npca.org • www.npca.org 

Protect parks while 
increasing your income! 

CURRENT ANNUITY PAYOUT RATES: 

Age 70 75 80 85 

Rate 7.2% 7.9% 8.9% 10.4% 

http://www.nps.gov/chcu/
http://www.nps.gov/gicl/
mailto:giftplanning@npca.org
http://www.npca.org
mailto:giftplanning@npca.org
http://www.npca.org


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

FAGLE OPTICS 
*^ OPTIC OUTFITTERS ^ 

PENTAX 

Isn't Your View 
Worth A Pentax? 

* ». 
The Pentax PF-80ED is a 
new concept in premium 
quality spotting scopes 
engineered to meet the 
needs of the avid nature 

lover. 

With decades of experience 
as the worlds leading optical 
manufacturer, Pentax offers 
a wide selection of high 

performance products with 
magnifications and styles 

for every application! 

We Carry A Full Line of 
Binoculars & Spotting Scopes 

Call for Your Free 
Optics Buying Guide 

800-289-1132 
www.eagleoptics.com 

2120W. Greenvfevi Dr. - Mickllelon \VI 5 1562 

O P T I C S G U I D E 

PICKING THE PROPER OPTICS 

You are hiking in your favorite park, 
enjoying the quiet, the scenery, and 
the smell of pines, when suddenly a 

bird darts by into the stand of trees just in 
front of you. You reach for your binocu
lars, raise them to your eyes, and focus. 
Unfortunately, you can't tell whether 
that brown blob is a pine sisken or a 
House sparrow. If only it were a brighter 
time of day. 

If you have ever had this experience, you 
may appreciate some advice on the kinds 
of things to look for when picking out a 
pair of binoculars. What exactly do all 
those numbers mean? And what is a field 
of view? Here is a simple translation of 
the important factors to think about 
before selecting binoculars. Also keep in 
mind how you might be using them. 
For instance, if you are going to wear 
them around your neck for a few hours 
on a hike while looking for birds, a 
lighter pair would be more manageable 
than a heavy pair. 

MAGNIFICATION 
In simplest terms, magnification is a 
measure of how many times better you 
can see an object through your binoculars 
than with your naked eye. In the standard 
specifications for a binocular model, mag
nification is reflected by the first number 
you see. 

FIELD OF VIEW 
Avid binocular users pay attention to this 
critical performance factor, because field-
of-view is the actual width of the sight 
picture provided by your binoculars at a 
specific distance. Field-of-view is deter
mined by magnification and the focal 
lengths of the objective and eyepiece 

lenses. But one thing is always true: More 
magnification means less field-of-view. 

OBJECTIVE LENS DIAMETER 
The objective lenses are the front lenses. 
The diameter of the objective lens is 
expressed in millimeters. As with the 
aperture of a camera lens, the size of 
objective lenses determines the amount 
of light that can enter your binoculars. 

WIDTH 
As with eyeglasses, binoculars must fit the 
width of the user's eyes to be effective. 
The natural accommodation was to de
sign sturdy hinge systems that allow you 
to adjust for your particular Interpupillary 
Distance (ID), which is the center-to-cen
ter distance between your pupils. 

EXIT PUPIL 
This is one measure—expressed in mil
limeters—of the amount of light that 
reaches your shooting eye. Exit pupil also 
describes the image that's projected to a 
particular point in space. Your eyes must 
be positioned at that exact spot in order 
for you to see the full field-of-view with 
maximum resolution. When holding the 
binoculars at arm's length, it's the small, 
circular image that's visible in each eye
piece lens. When your eyes are in the 
proper viewing position, the round shafts 
of light combine to create a fully detailed 
sight picture. 

The average adult eye dilates to a maxi
mum of 7mm in extreme low light condi
tions. For binoculars to deliver their full 
light gathering capability, the exit pupil 
must be equal to, or greater than the di
ameter of your pupil at any given moment. 
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Interpupil lary Distance 
The center-to-center distance between an 
adult person's eyes averages between 58 
to 72mm, and is described as the Inter
pupillary Distance (ID). The binocular 
should be capable of any setting between 
those two measurements. When the user 
makes this adjustment correctly, the sight 
picture forms a single round circle. When 
it's slightly out of adjustment you can see 
two distinct circles, as it is often depicted 
in the movies. This is corrected by folding 
in or separating the barrels of the binocu
lar. All binoculars are hinged at the center 
for this purpose. 

FOCUSING RANGE 
All binoculars have the ability to be 
focused for infinity. So a primary point of 
distinction between binocular models is 
the minimum focus range. Birders tend to 
favor models with a short focus range of 
about 15 feet, but 20 to 25 feet is 
usually acceptable. 

The concept of shortest focusing distance 
is a theoretical one based on the visual 
acuity of a young person. Older people 
have slightly more distant near focus. 
Throughout the population, there is a 
wide variance of near focus distances 
from person to person. Also, eyeglass 
wearers who remove their glasses will 
notice changes in their normal short 
focus distance. 

Optics tips provided by Carl 
Zeiss Optics. For more infor
mation, please contact 800-
441-3005 or www.zeiss.com. 

FEATURED ADVERTISERS 

CARL ZEISS OPTICS 
800-441-3005 
www.zeiss.com 

EAGLE OPTICS 
800-326-2825 

www.eagleoptics.com 
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V i c t o r y b i n o c u l a r s m a k e b i r d s 

l o o k u p t o 7°/o b r i g h t e r . 

It's twilight, with the sighting of a lifetime in 
range. Victory binoculars were made for this 
moment. Thanks to patented lens and prism 
coatings, they transmit more light to the eye. So 
birds appear brighter in low light. All four Victory 
models are backed by a lifetime • • • 
warranty. For a Zeiss retailer near you, l ^ ^ y 
call 1-800-441-3005orvisitzeiss.com. ^ ™ * R 

•Based on blue, red and green light transmission tests. Data on file. 

http://www.zeiss.com
http://www.zeiss.com
http://www.eagleoptics.com
http://1-800-441-3005orvisitzeiss.com


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Many people discovered the national parks 

through family camping trips. If you are 

planning a trip this summer, here are some 

helpful tips on what to bring. 

Do your summer plans 

include a camping trip 

to a national park? If 

so, you are joining thousands 

of others who celebrate the 

summer months in this time-

honored way. In fact, many 

people first discovered the 

national parks on family 

camping trips, which is the 

fourth most popular recre

ational activity in the country. 

If you are planning to camp in 

the parks this summer, here 

are some helpful tips on what 

to bring to make your trip 

even more enjoyable and to 

ensure the lightest footprint 

on the land. Treading lightly 

will ensure a high-quality 

experience for you and those 

who have yet to experience 

the parks. 

If you are planning to stay at 

a campground, you have 

greater versatility than a hike-

in camper in what you can 

bring along for fun, including 

a canoe, kayak, or raft. If you 

do bring a boat along, be sure 

it is securely fastened before 

heading out. Staying in one 

place also allows you to set up 

camp once, take hikes or day 

excursions, and enjoy the con

venience of coming back to 

the same campsite each night. 

If you plan to hike in, your gear 

may be more limited, but the 

same basic rules will apply. 

When choosing a campsite, 

look for an established, legal 

site. If you are wilderness 

camping, look for previously 

used campsites when they are 

available, to decrease the 

impact on the land. 

Remember, good campsites 

are found, not made. Don't 

alter a site for your own 

purposes. In other words, 

don't clear vegetation, build 

structures, or dig trenches. 

Set up camp in areas where 

vegetation is compacted or 

absent. Camp at least 200 

feet from lakes and streams 

to help keep pollutants out of 

the water. 

For bathing or dishwashing, 

haul water back to the camp

site and use small amounts of 

biodegradable soap. A small 

bowl of water and one baby 

wipe provide a thorough bath. 

Strain your dishwater and scat

ter it or bury it in a hole so it 

won't attract insects. Use gravel 

or sand to clean pots and pans. 

Be sure to secure your food. 

National parks discourage 

visitors from feeding animals, 

whether accidentally or 

intentionally. Feeding the ani

mals can be dangerous for you 

as well as the creatures. 

Some parks offer bear-resistant 

containers or poles to hang 

food from trees. When 

preparing meals, use a back

packing stove. It takes less 

time and has less impact on 

the environment than a 

campfire. Many areas prohibit 

the use of campfires, except 

in designated areas. 

Where fires are permitted, use 

established fire rings or fire 

pans, keep the fire small, and 

gather sticks that are no larger 

than an adult wrist. Leave 

branches on trees, even if they 

are downed or dead. Be sure 

to pick up and clean up any 

spilled food. Put out campfires 

completely. Once the fire is 

cold, remove all unburned 

trash from the fire ring and 

scatter the ashes over a large 

area well away from the 

camp. Before you leave the 

campsite, check to be sure 

you have removed all refuse 

and other evidence of your 

stay. Scan the tent area for 

small items that could inadver

tently be left behind. 

Leave plants, rocks, and histor

ical artifacts for others to 

58 A P R I L / M A Y 2 0 0 2 



ADVERTISEMENT 

enjoy. And when traveling in 

the national parks, you may 

wish to make alternative plans 

for pets. Most state and 

national parks prohibit dogs or 

require them to be on leashes. 

If you must take your dog 

along, be sure it is under con

trol at all times. Do not allow 

it to chase other animals or 

become a nuisance. 

When hiking, visit the back-

country in small groups and 

stay on designated trails. 

Walking in single file in the 

center of the path will ensure 

that trailside plants do not 

get trampled. Many grasses 

and sub-alpine plants are 

sensitive to foot traffic. If you 

must venture off the trail, 

choose the most durable sur

faces to walk on, such as rock, 

gravel, or snow. 

Always have plenty of water. 

For clean-up after meals and 

general use, you will find 

extra water containers indis

pensable. For consumption, 

three quarts a day per person 

is a good rule to follow. Be 

sure to purify water from nat

ural sources. When available, 

block ice will last longer in 

your cooler than cube ice. 

But count on any ice to leak 

water into the bot tom of 

your cooler, so always store 

perishable foods in water

tight bags or containers. 

When the bags are all packed, you want to 

be sure some essential items are among 

your gear before you head out on your 

family adventure. 

T h i n g s t o R e m e m b e r 

Sunscreen 

Insect r e p e l l a n t 

First a id k i t 

Fold-up shovel , c a m p k n i f e , ax 

Fire s t a r t e r 

Plastic g a r b a g e bags 

Flashl ight a n d spare ba t te r i es 

D u c t t a p e , rope , b u n g e e cords 

Rain t a r p 

Ext ra w a t e r conta iners 

• C A M P I N G 
F U L L OF C A M P I N G GEAR A N D 

A C C E S S O R I E S FOR A L L Y O U R N E E D S 

SINCE 1961 
WORLD'S F O R E M O S T O U I H M E R ' 
HUNTING • RSHING • OUTDOOR GEAR 

ADP-204 

FOR A MM, CATALOG! 
800-857-8007 • www.cabelas.com 
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A L L OF OUR SPECIALTY CATALOGS CONTAIN THE BEST I N SELECTION, 

PRICE AND QUALITY. YOU MAY CHOOSE FROM ANY OF OUR SPRING 

CATALOGS. FREE FOR THE ASKING, THEY'RE F U L L OF THOUSANDS OF 

FIELD-TESTED ITEMS BACKED BY OUR 1 0 0 % SATISFACTION GUARANTEE! 

© 2002 Cabela s. Inc. 

http://www.cabelas.com


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

T he Backside T 9 4 Man, 4 Season Tent. Free hanging inner 
tent design with four outer poles added for vestibule. Front/side 
door w/full no-see-em mesh. Waterproof, true bucket-style 

4000 PU floor with taped seams. Breathable Diamond Ripstop 
nylon walls and ceiling. Double stitch and bar-tack design for 
longer tent life. Inner tent can be removed within seconds for 
lighter weight and to turn tent into a shelter. The Backside, 
www.newellinternational.com, 800-685-6030. 

The Terrain Jacket from Pacific Trail's 
Pac Tech Lite collection is everything 

you need in a jacket, and less. 
Lightweight and versatile, it packs into its 

own stuff sack. And, with water-proof 
breathable Hydrovent1KI fabric, fully 

taped seams and lots of venting, it keeps 
you dry, comfortable and outdoors. 

Pacific Trail, www.pacifictrail.com. 

The Best Time Of 
Your Life Is Calling. 

Your RV traveling companion 
for 35 years 

Call anytime for 
a FREE catalog and 
mention code DB. 

1-877-273-0063 
C*MPIN<5W@RLD 

www.campingworld.com 

SAVE 35-70% 
S/ERRA Your In-Home 

TMDmFosr0utletMaSI1 

Great deals on name brand clothing, footwear 
and gear for all your outdoor adventures! 

The North Face, Marmot. Kelty, Patagonia, 
Kavu. Moonstone, Merrell.Teva and many more! 

For a FREE cata log o r t o order . . . 

< 2 L > 1-800-713-4534 
4yfi3) SierraTradingPost.com 

Mention Key Code NPO502 

Check out this great deal -
Adventure Race Shoes by 
Salomon. 
$35.00 regular $80.00. 

Item #'s 61 338 & 61 339 

Save 35-70% on name brand 
clothing, footwear and gear! We 
feature Marmot, Vasque, Patagonia, 
Kelty, The North Face, Sierra Designs 
and much more! FREE catalog: 
Sierra Trading Post 
www.SierraTradingPost.com 
800 713-4534 
Key Code NPCC02. 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

S U M M E R G E A R G U I D E 

A t the heart of Cabela's Perfekt Hiker is a 
layer of natural cork that molds to the 
curves of your foot for extraordinary sup

port and comfort. By conforming to the natural 
shape of your foot, the Perfekt Hiker provides a 
true custom fit. Cabela's backed the leather uppers 
with 100% waterproof/breathable Gore-Tex to 
keep the elements at bay. Cabela's, 
www.cabelas.com, 800-272-1594. 

Once you discovered how to close the 
MeerKat, you won't let it out of your 

hand. Your fingers and thumb fall into 
the handle's divots, making it easy to 

master. Just in case, we put instructions in 
the box. It's a handy little knife to have 

with you for those everyday cuts. 
Available in two blade styles. Spyderco, 

www.spyderco.com, 800-525-7770. 

E agle Optics has become the source for 
birding and outdoor equipment. They 
carry a full line of optical gear from all 

major manufacturers. At Eagle Optics, their 
experience and knowledge are put to work for 
you designing products like the exciting 
Ranger Platinum Class. Eagle Optics under
stands your passion. Eagle Optics, 
www.eagleoptics.com, 800-289-1132. 
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Y O U A R E H E R E 

The Bluf f of Legend 
This site's dazzling lakes, sand dunes, and bluffs are evidence of earth-moving 

forces of ice, wind, and water that swept through long ago. 

3 eachcombing, canoeing, fishing, biking, and cross-country skiing are just a 
few of the outdoor activities available to visitors of this more than 50,000-acre 
park. Twice in the past 100 years, sand slides pushed landmasses into an adja

cent lake. American Indians, lumberers, sailors, farmers, and orchard growers once 
worked on the land; sawmill and fueling dock ruins can still be seen. The park provides 
habitat for threatended and endangered species such as Pitcher's thistle and piping 
plover. Have you visited this park? Do you know which one it is? [ANSWER ON PAGE 7.] 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Welcome to the Wonder... 

New Brunswick, Canada has so many wonders waiting to 
be experienced and explored. From the preserved sanctuaries 
of our National and Provincial Parks to breathtaking views 
and spectacular natural sites, we welcome you to the wonder 
of New Brunswick! 

One of 
the Marine 
Wonders of 
the World 
New Brunswick's Bay of 
Fundy is One of the 
Marine Wonders of the 
World. Home to the 
highest tides on earth, this 
is where you'll see more 
kinds of whales more 
often than anywhere else! 
Walk on the ocean floor 
at the famous Hopewell 

Rocks. Explore the base of towering flowerpot rock 
formations and just six hours later kayak the very 
same spot. At high tide all that remain of the Rocks 
are tiny islands. 

Tour Two Spectacular 
Coastal Parks 
Welcome to Fundy National 
Park, where the world's 
highest tides host a rich 
marine ecosystem teeming 
with whales, birds, and all 
kinds of plant life. From lush 
inland forests to towering 
seaside cliffs, it's 206 square 
kilometres (80 square miles) 
of wonder! Hike nearly 
125 kilometres (78 miles) of incredible trails past hidden 
waterfalls, through deep river valleys and along awesome 
coastal vistas. Relax in a heated saltwater pool, take 
in a round of golf and learn the mysteries of the Bay at 
the interpretation centre. And stay the night in first-class 
camping facilities. 

One of the wonders of the 
Acadian coast is Kouchibouguac 
National Park! Endless stretches 
of sand dunes, fragile grasslands, 
and incredibly warm water are 
the hallmarks of this park. 
Kayak past a herd of seals 
sunning on a sandbar. Follow 
a series of boardwalks to some 
of the warmest salt water north of Virginia! The water is 
so warm that the lagoon here has been known to reach 
up to a high of 24°C (75°F)! Pristine forests, sprawling 
nesting grounds for hundreds of species of birds, and a 
near-perfectly preserved ecosystem...all part of the 
camping and exploration grounds of Kouchibouguac 
National Park. 

Provincial Parks, Natural Sites 
and Endless Trails... 
From hiking to the highest peak in the Maritimes at Mount 
Carleton to canoeing the mighty Miramichi, New Brunswick 
has nine provincial parks, countless natural sites, incredible 
inland rivers and a vast network of trails to take you to each 
and every wonder! And there's more! Fabulous lobster 
dinners, shopping for local crafts, strolling historic city streets 
and a vibrant nightlife pulsing with live entertainment...all 
with a favourable exchange rate, where two U.S. dollars can 

equal as much as three Canadian dollars! And from 
four-star hotels to seaside B8B's, we have all the 
modern amenities you're looking for. 

New Brunswick, Canada... 
where so many wonders 
welcome you! 

Visit us online or call for your FREE 
New Brunswick Vacation Planning Kit 

www.TourismNewBrunswick.ca 
1 800 561-0123 

—^New JssS Nouveau.| 
Brunswick 

C A N A D A 

• m a y i i i i i i i n W m ^ l i H i B l l 
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I T ' S A L I V E 

K A R T C H N E R C A V E R N S STATE PARK 
IN C D C H I S E C O U N T Y 

KUBLA KHAN IS THE LARGEST 

GROWING STALACTITE IN THE 

WORLD AT JUST OVER 21 FEET 

IN HEIGHT. 

MOST CAVES ARE D E A D , BUT 

IN SOUTHERN ARIZONA YOU CAN 

FEEL THE LIFE AS YOU WALK 

T H R O U G H KARTCHNER CAVERNS. 

CALL 1 - 8 B B - 5 2 D - 3 4 4 5 

FOR Y O U R FREE G U I D E 

TO S O U T H E R N A R I Z O N A . 

WWW.SOUTHERN-ARIZONA.COM 

TUCSON & SOUTHEPN APIZONA 
WILD AT HEART. CLOSE AT HAND 

http://WWW.SOUTHERN-ARIZONA.COM

