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For anyone who dreanu of Canadian Rockies and Yukon gold, 

WE OFFER FREE SAMPLES. 
As the undisputed travel leader 

in the North Country, not 

only does Holland America 

Westours know the best sights and places to 

stay — we handle all the details, leaving you 

free to fully enjoy Banff, Jasper, and Lake 

Louise. Book by Feb. 23, 1996 to save $1,000.° 

But get started today. Call lor a Iree Canadian 

Rockies and Yukon brochure detailing our 

1996 escorted tours and Alaska cruise combi­

nations. Or see your travel agent. 

Call 1-800-253-2773ext.8 
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Crossroads 
If environmental standards are compromised, then other 
health and safety protections could become vulnerable. 

I
SAT NEXT TO President 

Clinton in the White 
House cabinet room, 
watching him take 
notes as he listened to 

leaders of 25 environ­
mental groups. 

Our agenda was well 
planned: convey to him 
the importance of dem­
onstrating his commit­
ment to the environment 
through vetoing the budget, speaking 
out on environmental issues, and 
working with Republicans and Demo­
crats alike to block efforts to roll back 
25 years of environmental progress. 

We wondered how much he would 
be able to concentrate on our concerns, 
given all that was on his mind: the fu­
neral of Israel's slain prime minister 
and the prospect of closing down the 
federal government. But he listened 
intently, replying to each speaker with 
a sincere response. 

After everyone had spoken, he re­
marked quietly and in a tired voice that 
America is at a crossroads: would we 
as a nation be governed by rules that 
had been formed over generations of 
give and take, or would we become a 
nation of tribes, each governed by their 
own systems of rules, as has occurred 
in other parts of the world? 

His staff signaled that the time was 
up, but he went on talking about his 
concern for the environment in the 
face of third-world economic growth. 
Then he closed with a challenge. He 
said that environmental protection is 
one of many efforts resulting in sys­
tems of standards formulated for the 
health and well-being of us all. If 
progress on the environment were re­

versed, then other rea­
sonable standards would 
also be attacked. 

Each of us, represent­
ing various elements of 
the environment, felt that 
he spoke for our particu­
lar concerns. I knew he 
spoke for the parks. 

This year Congress has 
made an unprecedented 
attempt at turning back 

progress on the national parks. Among 
the bills introduced in the House of 
Representatives were measures to re­
view parks for closure, eliminate man­
agement funds for Mojave, open des­
ignated wilderness within Voyageurs to 
motorized vehicles, shrink Shenan­
doah's boundaries, and perpetuate 
concessioners' sweetheart deals. 

NPCA is fighting this assault with 
our Save Our National Parks Campaign, 
and we need your help. Unless each 
of us makes it clear to our elected rep­
resentatives that we value the parks and 
want them safeguarded for this and 
future generations, the attack will 
surely continue. 

Just as I sat next to President Clinton 
to express NPCA's concerns, you too 
should sit down with your members 
of Congress and share your commit­
ment to preserving our nation's natu­
ral, cultural, and historic heritage.Your 
representatives are expected to be 
working out of their district offices 
during most of January. Please sit down 
with them on behalf of the parks. 

Paul C. Pritchard, 
President, NPCA 
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Alaska. Home to the most majestic wildlife on earth. Among those 
magnificent creatures, the American Bald Eagle. Living embodi­
ment of nature's grandeur. Inspiration for this original work of art 
commissioned by the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Trust. 

The creation of world-renowned wildlife artist Chris Denbigh, 
this extraordinary sculpture is crafted in fine Tesori porcelain, a 
specially prepared sculptor's blend of powdered porcelain and 
resins. The sculpture comes to life on its own display base, custom 
designed in fine crystal art glass, specially contoured to suggest 
the animal's natural environment. 

The price for this specially imported sculpture, just $37.60. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do so within 30 

days of your receipt of that purchase for replacement, credit or refund. 

OFFICIALLY AUTHORIZED BY THE 
ALASKA WILDLIFE CONSERVATION TRUST. 

The bald eagle is captured in all 
its wild beauty in a sculptured 

portrait ot astonishing realism 

Pleaxe mail by February 29,1996. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for The American Bald Eagle. 

I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed $37.50* for 

my sculpture when it is ready to be sent to me. 

*Plus my state sales ta.rand $l.95farshipping and hand!ma 

SIGNATURE 
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

Mti/MRS/MISS 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

ADDRESS APT.lt 

CITY/STATE ZIP 

TELEPHONE # ( ) 

16883-25-001 
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future of all of 
Alaska's wildlife, 
The Alaska 
Wildlife 
Conservation 
Trust proudly 
presents a 
world-premiere 
sculpture in 
hand-painted 
porcelain 
and crystal. 

http://APT.lt


A B O U T N P C A 

W H O W E ARE: Established in 1919, the National 

Parks and Conservation Association is Amenca's only 

private, nonprofit citizen organization dedicated solely 

to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the U.S. 

National Park System. 

W H A T W E D O : NPCA protects national parks by 

identifying problems and generating the support nec­

essary to resolve them. Through its grassroots efforts. 

NPCA has developed a base of public involvement 

that has increased our effectiveness at both local and 

national levels. 

W H A T W E S T A N D FOR: NPCA's 

mission is to protect and improve the 

quality o f our National Park System 

and to promote an understanding of, 

appreciation for, and sense of per­

sonal commitment to parklands. 

H O W T O JOIN: NPCA depends al 

most entirely on contributions from our mem­

bers for the resources essential for an effective pro­

gram. You can become a member by calling our 

Member Services Department. The bimonthly Na­

tional Parks magazine is among the benefits you will 

receive. O f membership dues. $3 covers a one-year 

subscnption to the magazine. 

E D I T O R I A L MISS ION: The magazine is the only 

national publication focusing solely on national parks. 

The most important communication vehicle with our 

members, the magazine creates an awareness of the 

need to protect and properly manage the resources 

found within and ad|acent to the national parks. The 

magazine underscores the uniqueness of the national 

parks and encourages an appreciation for the 

scenery and the natural and historic treasures 

found in them, informing and inspinng individuals 

who have concerns about the parks and want to 

know how they can help bnng about improve­

ments to these irreplaceable resources. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: A critical component in 

NPCA's park protection programs are members 

who take the lead in defense of America's natural 

and cultural hentage. Park activists alert Congress 

and the administration to park threats: com­

ment on park planning and adjacent 

V land-use decisions; assist NPCA in 

developing partnerships: and edu­

cate the public and the media about 

park issues. The Park Activist Net­

work is composed of three groups: 

Park Watchers, park activists, and park 

support groups. For more information on the 

activist network, contact our Grassroots Depart­

ment, extension 221. NPCA's success also de­

pends on the financial support of our members. For 

more information on special giving opportunities, 

such as Partners for the Parks (a monthly giving 

program), Trustees for the Parks ($ 1.000 and 

above), bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, 

call our Development Department extension 131. 

H O W T O REACH US: By mail: National Parks 

and Conservation Association, 1776 Massachu­

setts Avenue. N.W., Washington. DC 20036; by 

phone: I -800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: natparks®-

aol.com or npca@npca.org. 
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E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

Campaign 

I F YOU VE BEEN paying attention to 
what's been happening in Congress 
lately, you know that the national 
parks are threatened as never before. 
In an agenda at odds with the wishes 

of a majority of Americans, some leg­
islators are intent on weakening, if not 
destroying, our national park heri­
tage—and NPCA is fighting back. 

This special issue is devoted to 
NPCA's Save Our National Parks Cam­
paign, an effort to mobilize citizen ac­
tivism in defense of the parks (see "A 
Rallying Cry," page 45). Since the cam­
paign was launched several months 
ago, it has already claimed one major 
victory—the defeat of H.R. 260, the 
park closure bill—thanks largely to 
vocal opposition by NPCA and its 
grassroots activists (see page 12). But 
continued public pressure is needed to 
help defeat a number of other anti-park 
bills, which are the target of NPCA's 
campaign and the subject of this issue's 
feature stories: 
• Chris Fordney looks at an attempt 
to freeze the boundaries of Shenan­
doah National Park and Richmond 
National Battlefield Park ("Boundary 
Wars," page 24). 
• Kris Capps examines the Alaska con­
gressional delegation's effort to under­
mine parks in its own state ("Assault 
on the Last Frontier," page 30). 
• Yvette La Pierre describes the con­
troversy over a proposal to expand 
snowmobile use inVoyageurs National 
Park ("Divided over Voyageurs," page 
36). 

Excursions, a regular section about 
low-impact tourism in the parks, does 
not appear in this issue so that we could 
make room for a fourth feature on the 
significance of urban parks ("In De­
fense of the Metropolitan Mosaic," 
page 41). 

Sue E. Dodge, Editor 
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L E T T E R S 

Feedback on Our Facelift, Wise Use Watch, 
The Good Old Days, Making Concessions 

Feedback on Ou r Facelift 
What a joy it was to receive the Sep­
tember/October 1995 issue of National 
Parks. It's a wonderful issue...I just can't 
imagine a more attractive magazine. 

Teresa Glazier 
Rochester, MN 

I thoroughly enjoy the new look. The 
photos are superb. 

Bill Lemke 
Waterloo, IA 

Yes, I like the magazine's new look! I 
was an editor for about 1 5 years and 
can appreciate your efforts. 

Marion Helwig 
W. Warwick, RI 

W i s e Use W a t c h 
Thank you for your Wise Use Watch 
column. It's important that we keep an 
eye on this pseudo-grassroots move­
ment that threatens so much of our 
environmental progress. Articles on the 
background of the movement and its 
connections to extractive industries 
and powerful politicians such as Rep. 
Helen Chenoweth (R-Idaho) would be 
great to see in future issues. 

Tony Porco 
Columbia, MD 

EDITORIAL REPLY: Wise Use Watch 
has been part of NPCA Park News since 
January/February 1995; it appears on 
page 22 in this issue. National Parks ran 
a series of articles on the Wise Use 
Movement in the November/Decem­
ber 1992, January/February 1993, and 
March/April 1993 issues. Check your 
library for these back issues. 

T h e Good Old Days 
The article "CongressTakes Aim at Na­
tional Parks" [News, May/June 1995] 
raised the question, "Are our parks 

ANSWERTO "YOU ARE HERE" 
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preserving the natural beauty with 
which they were endowed?" 

My first visit to Yellowstone was in 
1933. A subsequent visit made me sick 
when I saw the destruction of the park. 
Handkerchief Pool was no more, many 
stalls had been built for RVs, and the 
road was clogged with trucks. 

Much of the destruction has resulted 
from overcrowding. I believe it is very 
nearsighted to allow ever-increasing 
numbers of visitors to enter the park 
and demand more services. These take 
up parkland and make a city of build­
ings.Yes, this brings in money for con­
cessions, but is this really what parks 
are for? Visitors should be admitted 
only by reservation, obtained before 
coming to the park entrance. When the 
park is full for the day, no more per­
mits should be issued. 

Harold Jensen 
Lyons, KS 

Recently I took my young son to Mam­
moth Cave National Park. I discovered 
that many of the trips that I went on 
in my youth are no longer offered be­
cause the National Park Service is fac­
ing cutbacks. Also, no water or rest 
rooms were available on the tour. The 
Snowball dining room was not on the 
tour since the elevator no longer works. 
What shocked me most was that our 
ranger, who had been at the park for 
some time, had never seen the Snow­
ball dining room. 

I have been going to Mammoth Cave 
since I was eight years old. I am now 
38 and the experience is not the same 
as it was 30 years ago. The interaction 
and information exchange between the 
rangers and visitors is not of the qual­
ity it was in the past. Let's get the rang­
ers' knowledge level about the park 
where the)' are stationed back up to 
an acceptable level. Maybe it's time to 
consider giving the tour business to 
private industry and leave overall park 
management to NPS. 

It's time NPS realizes that the park 

belongs to the people and that closing 
parts of the cave to visitors is not in its 
best interests. If it's time for visitor fees, 
then let's do it, but don't close parts of 
the cave just because of the budget. 

John Knight 
Bowling Green, KY 

Making Concessions 
To improve our National Park System, 
we need to increase revenues in our 
national parks through realistic fees for 
visitors and park concessioners. By in­
creasing revenues, we can improve an 
inadequate and archaic system with­
out additional tax dollars. 

Currently, national park entrance 
fees (if any) are S4-5 per car, per week. 
Compare this to entrance fees at theme 
parks and sporting events, where fees 
are S25 or more per person, per day. 
National parks are getting only a frac­
tion of the revenue that Universal Stu­
dios, the NFL, and Disney are seeing. 

Moreover, the fees charged to park 
concessioners are grossly inadequate! 
To illustrate, look at the food costs at a 
professional ball game. The typical ar­
rangement is for the stadium owner 
to hire a company to run its food op­
eration. These food service companies 
pay 50 percent of their gross revenues to the 
stadium owner. Compare this to the 
fees that our national parks are allowed 
to charge concessioners. Certainly a 
great disparity exists! 

Let's increase entrance fees at our 
national parks to $20 per person, per 
week, and triple the fees charged to 
concessioners. By doing this we can 
improve crowd control, hire more per­
sonnel and purchase more equipment 
for our parks, improve park infrastruc­
ture, and increase our parklands. We 
will benefit by preserving the national 
parks for us and for posterity while 
maintaining the viability of our parks 
despite financial pressure from Wash­
ington. 

Allston E.Weller III 
Lewisville, NC 
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Own one of these leather-bound books 
for only $4.95.. .the price of a paperback! 

THE 100 GREATEST BOOKS EVER WRITTEN 
The finest edition you can find of Moby 
Dick is the great Easton Press leather-
bound edition. Now you can have this 
luxurious book (a wonderful value at its 
regular price of $39.50) for the price 
of a paperback—only $4.95—with no 
obligation to buy any other book. You 
can keep Moby Dick for $4.95 forever! 

Why is The Easton Press making this, 
dare we say it, whale of a deal? Because we 
think you'll be delighted and astonished 
when you see the quality of your first Eas­
ton Press leather-bound edition. When you 
feel the quality of the leather, and hold the 
heft of the book. When you look at the 
beauty of the binding, and see the gleam of 
the 22kt gold inlaid on the spine! 

Frankly, we are hoping you will be so 
taken with this first volume that you will 
want to own additional leather-bound edi­
tions from The 100 Greatest Books Ever 
Written. But you are under no obligation to 
do so. 

Replace those paperbacks 
and forgotten best sellers 

with leather-bound classics! 
There's a time in your life when you 

will want to replace your paper­
backs and forgotten best 

sellers with a library of 

The 
first book 
is yours to 

keep 
for only 
$4.95. 

beautiful and important books. That's what 
a great library is all about...books so mag­
nificent that they are your pride and joy... 
a statement about you. And a library of 
leather-bound books is the best of all. 

Each book bound in 
genuine leather 
with accents of 

22kt gold. 

Real Value! 
The books in this collection are a genuine 
value, not cheap reprints. Not poor-quality 
editions in imitation leather. Easton Press 
editions are the real thing. Real leather edi­
tions of the finest quality. Heirloom books 
elegantly bound and printed on acid-free 
paper so that they will last for generations. 

Yet the cost is not expensive. For little 
more than the price of ordinary-looking 
hardcover books you can own these 
extraordinary editions — books that are 
admired and collected in 131 countries 
around the world. Books that you will be 
proud to display in your home — forever! 

Glassies by Bronte. Dickens. 
Dostoyevsky. Shakespeare. Twain. 

Who remembers most of yesterday's best 
sellers? You can be sure the world will never 
forget the works of Shakespeare. Milton. 
Dostoyevsky. Dickens. Tolstoy. Twain. These 
are the greatest authors of all time — rep­
resented here by their greatest works! (We 
include a list of all the titles with your $4.95 
book; you then get to choose which books 
you want to receive!) 

Each volume is custom-bound for you. 
You don't see luxurious leather-bound books 
in most homes, which is all the more reason 
you'll be proud to see them in yours! Nor do 
you see these Easton Press leather editions 
for sale in bookstores. They are made avail­
able directly to you — with no bookstore 
mark-up and no distribution excesses. This 
is what lets us keep the price low and the 
quality high. 

Superior craftsmanship and materials go 
into each Easton Press edition. Premium-
quality leather. Acid-neutral paper. Gilded 
page ends. Satin ribbon page markers. 
Moire fabric endsheets. Superb illustra­
tions. Hubbed spines accented with pre­
cious 22kt gold. 

VI just $4.95 you have nothing to lose! 

Own Moby Dick for $4.95. For the price of a 
paperback, own this luxurious edition out­
right. Then, whether you buy anything fur­
ther is entirely up to you. Obviously, you get 
this book for a fraction of what it costs us to 
make. We do so in confidence that you will 
be truly impressed. 

To take us up on this unusual opportunity 
simply call us, toll free, at the number shown, 
or mail the reservation application below. 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 
1-800-367-4534, Ext. 1-7708 

f_ 
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Reservation Application 

The Easton Press 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, Conn. 06857 

Yes...send my leather-bound edition of Moby 
Dick for me to keep forever at just $4.95...and 
reserve my subscription to The 100 Greatest 
Books Ever Written. If 1 like this book, send me 
further editions at the rate of one per month at 
$39.50* each—with this price ($39.50) held 
firm for the next two full years! 

I understand you will send me a list of all the 
titles in the collection. I can tell you which, if 
any, I do not want, and I am free to tell you then 
to send me no further books at all if that is my 
decision. I may return any book within 30 days 
for a refund, and either party may cancel this 
subscription agreement at any time. 

Here's how I want to pay for my $4.95 Moby-
Dick and future volumes (unless I tell you to 
cancel): 
• VISA D MasterCard • American Express • Discover 

Credit Card No. Expiration Date 

• 1 prefer to pay by check. ($4.95 enclosed). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Signature 
All orders subject to acceptance. 

•Plus $:t.7u for shipping and handling and any applicable sales tax. 

1-7708 



L E T T E R S continued 

There has been a lot of discussion lately 
about the problem of overcrowding in 
our national parks.The problems arise 
with the arrival of tour buses.The huge 
buses dump 50 or more visitors at a 
time in one area. The visitor centers, 
bathrooms, and viewing areas become 
chaos. The buses are also noisy, spew 
stinking black exhaust, and take up 
parking space. 

Commercial interests have taken 
over the parks. The lodges and facili­
ties in and near the parks are reserved 
months in advance by tour operators 
who pay lower rates and make a hand­
some profit at the expense of the rest 
of us. Other concessioners also do very 
well in the parks, but very little money 
spent by park visitors is returned to the 
Park Service. 

A lot can be done to relieve over­
crowding in the parks. Park fees are 
ridiculously low. They should be in­
creased to at least $5 per person in­

stead of per car. This is still less than 
the price of a movie ticket. The num­
ber of tours allowed in a park at one 
time should be limited. Profits from 
concessions, including lodges, should 
be returned to,the parks. 

It's time to return our parks to the 
taxpayers. They were not created to be 
exploited by tour operators and con­
cessioners. 

William and Mary Linz 
Bangor, ME 

EDITORIAL REPLY: For more on the 
status of concessions reform, see the 
News story on page 12. 

CORRECTION 
Credit for the photo on page 25 of 
the November/December 1995 is­
sue should have been given to John 
Dittli. 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W, Washington, DC 20036. Letters 
may be sent via e-mail to editorial(ctjnpca.org. 
Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 
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Agencies Examine 
Point Reyes Fire 
Report addresses impacts on 
parklands and wildlife. 
P O I N T REYES, C A L I F . — Even be­
fore an October fire that blazed through 
Point Reyes National Seashore was 
brought under control, an interagency 
team was busy examining burned ar­
eas and mapping out the rehabilitation 
effort. 

Ignited on October 3 by an un-
tended campfire on Mount Vision in 
adjacentTomales Bay State Park, the fire 
spread rapidly to the seashore and to 
nearby private lands. By the time the 
fire was contained on October 7, 
12,354 acres had burned, including 48 
homes and more than 9,000 acres of 
federally designated wilderness. 

Point Reyes Superintendent Don 
Neubacher immediately convened the 
Burned Area Emergency Rehabilitation 
(BAER) team, composed of experts 
from the National Park Service, the 
Bureau of Land Management, the Bu­
reau of Indian Affairs, and the U.S. For­
est Service. Working with California 
State Parks, Marin County, the Califor­
nia Department of Forestry, and the 
Natural Resources Conservation Ser­
vice, the BAER team produced—within 
two weeks—a 300-page report outlin­
ing post-fire mitigation measures. 

"This was a multiagency approach 
that worked like a fine-tuned ma­
chine," said John Dell'Osso, the pub­
lic information officer for Point Reyes 
National Seashore. "We had people 
looking at soils, hydrology, trails, 
roads, utilities, vegetation, and wild-

An interagency team worked quickly to assess damage from a Point Reyes fire. 

life. Every possible topic was covered." 
As one might expect, the fire and 

subsequent suppression effort signifi­
cantly altered the natural landscape. 
Miles of hand-dug and bulldozed fire­
breaks cut through wilderness areas. 
Hundreds of burned trees made roads 
and trails hazardous. Damaged and 
eroded habitat and turbid streams dis­
placed park wildlife, including several 
endangered, threatened, candidate, and 
rare species. 

But BAER team members are quick 
to point out that the fire had positive 
effects. "Fire is considered a natural part 
of the landscape," said Russell Lesko, 
chief of resources management at Las­
sen Volcanic National Park and a re­
source advisor on the BAER team. "The 
fire went through a significant portion 
of Bishop pine forest, which is very 
dependent on fire....The seeds [of the 
Bishop pine] have to fall in an area 

where they can reach the soil. The for­
est floor was thick with duff, [but the 
fire] bared the floor so that the seeds 
could regenerate." 

Seeds are already sprouting in some 
areas, and the team expects a bumper 
crop of wildflowers this spring, which 
may expand the habitat of at least one 
endangered species, the Myrtle's sil-
verspot butterfly. Habitat for other spe­
cies may take longer to recover. "Pri­
marily it's the temporary destruction 
of habitat that's going to result in indi­
rect mortality," said Scott Stonum, a 
wildlife specialist for the BAER team 
and a resource management specialist 
at Joshua Tree National Park. 

The team recommended ongoing 
monitoring of several species. "The 
park is going to look at post-burn ef­
fects on Point Reyes mountain beavers, 
because they are strict vegetarians and 
rely heavily on their forage—without 
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NPCAPflRK NEWS 
that, they will starve," Stonum ex­
plained. "The [endangered] northern 
spotted owl also lost some habitat, and 
this is the southernmost fringe of its 
habitat. They are already kind of living 
on the edge." 

The BAER team also assessed dam­
age to Point Reyes' cultural resources, 
which range from archaeological Coast 
Miwok Indian sites to more recent rel­
ics of 19th-century agriculture. 

"The worst thing that the fire did to 
the cultural resources was expose some 
areas, such as historic dumps," said Erv 
Gasser, a BAER team leader trainee and 
a natural resource specialist in the NPS 
Columbia-Cascades systems support 
office. "These resources were in the 
process of being camouflaged with 
rocks and native vegetation, just to re­
duce the occurrence of looting." 

Tom Gavin, a wilderness manager 
at Joshua Tree and leader of the BAER 
team, says the Point Reyes fire was "one 
of our most complex" because the 
team had never before worked with 
private landowners. 

"I think the landowners were appre­
ciative that there was an organized 

planning approach to the whole reha­
bilitation," Gavin said. "We tried to put 
them in control of their own destiny, 
and we did that through public meet­
ings. They were treated as an educated 
public." 

The fire's aftermath has drawn, not 
deterred, park visitors. When it was 
declared safe to do so, people lined up 
to participate in ranger-led driving 
tours of the burned areas. The park has 
also developed informational materi­
als about the fire and the rehabilitation 
effort. 

"We were overwhelmed by the re­
sponse of local residents," said the 
park's Dell'Osso. "These people still 
cared about what was happening in 
their backyard." 

NPCA applauds the quick and thor­
ough response of park staff and the 
BAER team. "These folks did a tremen­
dous job both during and after the 
fire," said NPCA Pacific Regional Di­
rector Brian Huse. "At a time when NPS 
is fielding some heavy criticism on sev­
eral fronts, the BAER team's effort re­
flects the very best in National Park Ser­
vice management." 

L E G I S L A T I O N 

Committee Drops Park Closure Bill 

T he House Budget Committee 
handed NPCA and other conser­
vationists a major victory on Oc­

tober 25 when it removed the "park 
closure" bill, H.R. 260, from the 
contentious budget reconciliation 
package. 

The controversial bill, which 
called for the creation of a commis­
sion to determine which units of the 
National Park System should be 
closed, was added to the package by 
House Resources Committee lead­
ers only hours after it had been 
soundly defeated on the House floor. 

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, 
a strong opponent of H.R. 260, 
wrote a personal note to NPCA 
President Paul C. Pritchard com­
mending NPCA's work on the issue. 
Pritchard in turn acknowledged and 
thanked the NPCA members and 
other citizen activists who wrote or 

called their members of Congress in 
opposition to the bill. 

"The groundswell of outrage 
against a bill that blatantly disre­
garded the wishes of the American 
people was a key factor in defeating 
this back-door attempt to close na­
tional parks," Pritchard said. 

Pritchard also praised Rep. Bill 
Richardson (D-N.Mex.) for leading 
the fight in Congress against the leg­
islation. "We can take down the 'For 
Sale' signs at our parks, as there will 
not be a commission that will close, 
privatize, or sell our parks to the 
highest bidder," Richardson said. "If 
Congress wants to help the national 
parks, let us consider concessions 
reform and entrance fee legislation." 

Richardson has provided for such 
reforms in his legislation, the Com­
mon Sense National Park System 
Reform Act (H.R. 2181). 

Concessions Battle 
Part of Budget War 
"Reform" language perpetuates 
monopolies in parks. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — At press 
time, President Clinton and Congress 
were still working to resolve their dif­
ferences over the massive budget rec­
onciliation bill (H.R. 2491), aimed at 
eliminating the federal deficit by 2002. 
Among several provisions targeting 
parks and the environment, the bill 
includes a measure to perpetuate con­
cessioner monopolies in the National 
Park System. 

Utah Rep. James Hansen (R) worked 
with the park concessions industry to 
craft the measure, which would con­
tinue the costly taxpayer subsidies en­
joyed by businesses that provide food, 
lodging, and other services to park visi­
tors. Under the reconciliation measure, 
park concessioners would continue to 
reap huge profits during their up-to-
30-year contracts, while paying a neg­
ligible percentage of those profits to 
the federal government in fees. Poten­
tial competitors would continue to be 
locked out, and fees would go to the 
Treasury, not to the parks. 

The measure also eliminates the 
National Park Service's authority to en­
sure reasonable prices in parks, allow­
ing concessioners to charge visitors 
whatever they wish. And it continues 
the mounting taxpayer liability for 
concessioner-financed building im­
provements within parks. In fact, the 
cost to the taxpayer would be even 
greater than it is under the current con­
cessions policy law. 

"This bill could harm the parks and 
rob the taxpayers for the next 30 years," 
said NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard. 

As chair of the House subcommit­
tee on national parks, Hansen has 
blocked action on an alternative con­
cessions bill, sponsored in the House 
by Rep. Jan Meyers (R-Kans.) and in 
the Senate by Sen. Robert Bennett (R-
Utah), that offers real reforms. Strongly 

12 J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y 1 9 9 6 



Help Preserve America's Greatest Resources 

The National Parks Series 
by David Harbur 

The National Parks and j 
Conservation Association is \ 

proud to present landscape and 
wildlife artist David Harbur in his 
print series of all U.S. National Parks. 

Proceeds from the sale of these limited edition 
prints will support NPCA and its continuing efforts 
to preserve and protect the National Parks today 
and for future generations. 

The National Parks and Conservation Associa­
tion is America's only private, nonprofit citizen 
organization dedicated solely to protecting, preserv­
ing, and enhancing the U.S. National Park System. 

"Solitude" Rocky Mountain National Park 20"x 28" 1,000 SS& - $150.00 

Established in 1915, Rocky Mountain National Park in northern Colorado contains over 
50 majestic peaks surpassing 12,000 feet in elevation. As increasing numbers of tourists 
visit our parks, NPCA will continue to work to keep them pristine for generations to come. 

To order call 1-800-273-9332 
Nature's Lasting Impressions, Inc. 
12200 Montgomery NE, Suite 8 
Albuquerque, NM 87111 
Visa & MasterCard accepted 

Mount Mckinley's 
massive ice-enshrouded 
flanks rise to an incredible 
20,320 feet above sea level. 
Called Denali, meaning 
"the great one," by native 
Alaskans, McKinley claims 
the honor of being North 
America's highest peak. 
Originally protected in 1917, 
Mount McKinley National 
Park was expanded and 
renamed Denali National 
Park and Preserve in 1980. 

NPCA opposes mining 
and commercial develop­
ment within the park, 
thereby helping preserve 
Denali's great beauty and 
fragile ecosystem. 

"Fire and Ice" Denali National Park and Preserve 31"x 21" 1,000 SSS& - $150.00 



HPCAPARK HEWS 

R E G I O N A L REPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

A L A J K A Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 
• The growing popularity of Katmai National Park has placed un­
due pressures on the park's brown bears. In September, natural 
resource managers—including Dennerlein and representatives of 
the state of Alaska, the National Park Service, the U.S. Fish and Wild­
life Service, the U.S. Forest Service, and Native, Canadian, and Rus­
sian interests—participated in an interagency workshop to exam­
ine standards for bear watching. "If we want to continue to view 
these magnificent creatures, we must act now," Dennerlein said. 

H E A R T L A N D Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
• NPS officials at Theodore Roosevelt National Park in North Da­
kota are considering adding another campground to the park. The 
new campground would be built near Cottonwood Campground 
on the park's south unit and would include horseback riding facili­
ties. NPCA is reviewing this proposal and is urging the Park Service 
to address safety issues and assess whether the campground is nec­
essary. NPCA notes that visitation to the south unit appears to be 
declining and that the proposed site lies on a floodplain. 

N O R T H E A S T Eileen Woodford, Regional Director 
• A year after they proposed widening part of Minute Man Na­
tional Historical Park's battle road, the Massachusetts Highway 
Department and the town of Lexington have reached a settlement 
with NPS.The Park Service—with NPCA's support—recommended 
an alternative that would protect the park from increased conges­
tion. Under the settlement, the highway department will make 
modifications to the road that will redress public safety problems 
but not degrade park resources. In addition, the state will transfer 
surplus land outside the park to NPS. NPCA again thanks its mem­
bers, whose letters prompted this settlement. 

P A L I r I L Brian Huse, Regional Director 
• A new bill (H.R. 2528) would extend the permits for 62 private 
cabins in the Mineral King Valley area of Sequoia National Park in 
California. When it acquired Mineral King from the U.S. Forest Ser­
vice in 1978, after plans by the Disney Corporation to develop a 
ski resort in the area were quashed, NPS agreed to renew permits 
for the lives of the existing permit holders, who were paid for 
their property. Upon the deaths of the permittees, the cabins are to 
be turned over to NPS for the development of more visitor facili­
ties. Under H.R. 2528, permits for current residents and their heirs 
would be extended in perpetuity. NPCA says that the bill extends 
benefits for a few vacation homes at the park's expense. 
i & TAKE ACTION: On November 14, the House parks subcommit-

c o n t i n u e d 

advocated by NPCA and the Park Ser­
vice, this legislation would require 
competitive bidding for contracts, in­
crease franchise fees, and ensure that 
some revenue is returned to the parks. 

The reconciliation package also con­
tains a provision that would increase 
park entrance fees for visitors. Fees— 
now usually $5 a car—would increase 
to up to $6 a person. But park visitors 
should not be charged higher fees, 
NPCA argues, until concessioners pay 
their fair share. 

When he ended the budget stale­
mate that shut down the federal gov­
ernment for a week in November, Pres­
ident Clinton vowed that he would not 
sign a reconciliation bill unless signifi­
cant changes were made regarding 
Medicare, education, and the environ­
ment. NPCA is strongly urging the con­
gressional leadership to accept the 
president's recommendations, includ­
ing real concessions reform. 

L I T I G A T I O N 

Legal Decisions 
Favor Yellowstone 
Bears and bison protected; 
mine owner held accountable. 
Y E L L O W S T O N E N. P. , W Y O . I n 

three separate lawsuits regarding 
Yellowstone National Park, decisions 
have been made that will benefit the 
park's endangered grizzly bears and its 
pristine waters and ensure some safety 
for its famed bison herd. 
• In October, Federal Judge Paul Fried­
man ruled that the U.S. Fish and Wild­
life Service's grizzly bear recovery plan 
is not scientifically sound and does not 
comply with the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA). NPCA and 19 other conser­
vation groups were plaintiffs in the 
lawsuit challenging the plan, which 
was being used to justify a recommen­
dation that the bears in and around 
Yellowstone be stripped of their endan­
gered status and protections under ESA. 

The judge rejected the plan's crite­
ria for determining whether the griz-

14 J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y I 9 9 6 



A judge's recent ruling halts efforts 
to delist Yellowstone's grizzly bears. 

zly is recovered. According to the de­
cision, the plan failed to assess several 
factors that directly affect grizzly bear 
recovery: the destruction or modifica­
tion of habitat, the threat of disease, 
human-bear conflicts stemming from 
bear predation on livestock, and geo­
graphic and genetic isolation. Thanks 
to the ruling, efforts to delist the Yel­

lowstone grizzly bear population will 
be halted. 

"The Fish and Wildlife Service must 
now...reassess the health and vitality 
of these grizzly bear populations in a 
scientifically and legally credible fash­
ion," said Doug Honnold, staff attor­
ney for the Sierra Club Legal Defense 
Fund, which filed the suit. 
• In another October decision, Federal 
Judge Jack Shanstrom ruled that Crown 
Butte Mines and its parent companies 
are in violation of the Clean Water Act 
at their New World Mine site outside 
of Yellowstone. The decision mandates 
that the companies clean up existing 
water pollution at the site caused by 
historic and recent mining activities. 
The judge rejected the mine owners' 
arguments that acid drainage at the site 
was due to "natural" causes. 

The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
filed the lawsuit on behalf of a coali­
tion of environmental groups. 
• Some progress has also been made 
toward protecting from slaughter Yel­
lowstone bison that wander outside the 
park. Since 1985, more than 1,500 bi­

son that left the park have been killed 
to appease regional livestock officials 
who claim that bison could transmit 
brucellosis to domestic livestock. Bru­
cellosis is a bacterium that can cause 
abortions in cattle, although transmis­
sion of the disease from bison to cattle 
in the wild has never been proven. 

Early last year, the state of Montana 
filed suit against the departments of 
Interior and Agriculture, charging that 
the National Park Service and the Ani­
mal and Plant Health Inspection Ser­
vice (APHIS) were ignoring the pur­
ported threat bison pose to livestock. 
In November, the three parties settled 
the lawsuit, reaching an agreement that 
will allow bison to wander onto some 
public lands unmolested. However, bi­
son that roam onto other public or pri­
vate lands in Montana will still be sub­
ject to slaughter, including bison that 
may not be infected with brucellosis. 

"The agreement is a step in the right 
direction, but public pressure is still 
needed to protect bison from unneeded 
slaughter," said NPCA Rocky Mountain 
Regional DirectorTerri Martin. 
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R E G I O N A L R E P O R T c o n t i n u e d 
M A N A G E M E N T 

tee held a hearing on H.R. 2528. Write to your representative (U.S. House 
of Representatives, Washington, DC 20515), asking him or her to oppose 
this legislation. 

P A C I F I C N O R T H W E S T Terri Pauly, Acting Reg. Director 
• Mount Rainier National Park in Washington currently has one 
climbing concession that offers guided tours up the mountain. NPS 
is expected to release an environmental assessment for another 
climbing concession sometime this winter. NPCA is asking the Park 
Service to address several key issues associated with climbing, in­
cluding: environmental degradation in higher alpine areas, carry­
ing capacity, the climbing permit process, and the necessity of an­
other concession. NPCA says that the concession plan must fit in 
with a general management plan now being prepared. 

R O C K Y M O U N T A I N Terri Martin,Regional Director 
• The Jackson Hole Airport Board has released its environmental 
assessment for Jackson Hole Airport in Grand Teton National Park 
in Wyoming. NPCA, the Jackson Hole Alliance, and NPS find the 
plan egregious in its utter failure to safeguard park values. The plan 
calls for shifting the airport runway 1,200 feet deeper into the 
park and for the construction of 638-foot emergency stopways on 
either end of the runway. Airlines could figure these stopways into 
overall runway length and use them to justify more and bigger 
airplanes. The plan fails to propose mitigative measures such as 
restricting flights over the park and limiting daily flights. 

S O U T H E A S T Don Barger, Regional Director 
• A transplanted Texas cougar has mated with a Florida panther 
and given birth to two kittens. Last February, NPCA covered the 
costs of transporting the female cougars—genetically related to 
the endangered panther—to Everglades National Park and Big Cy­
press National Preserve as part of an interbreeding plan to diversify 
the panther's nearly bankrupt gene pool. Unfortunately, another 
cougar, pregnant with three kittens, was struck by a car and killed 
in October. Despite this, NPCA is heartened that the panther has 
taken one important step back from the brink of extinction. 

S O U T H W E S T David Simon, Regional Director 
• Pecos National Historical Park in New Mexico has a new draft 
general management plan. NPCA generally supports NPS's preferred 
alternative, which calls for relocating buildings away from sensi­
tive ruins and for new visitor facilities for the 5,000 acres added to 
the park in 1990. It also calls for rerouting the portion of New 
Mexico Highway 50 that now bisects the Pigeon's Ranch unit of 
the park, where the 1862 Civil War battle of Glorieta Pass was fought. 
.i& TAKE ACTION: Urge the state of New Mexico to support the 
relocation of Highway 50. Write to Secretary Pete K. Rahn, Highway and 
Transportation Department, RO. Box I 149, Santa Fe, NM 87504-1 149. 

South Dakota Parks 
Transfer on Hold 
Governor's plan stalls before 
Senate resources committee. 
A proposal by South Dakota Gov. Wil­
liam Janklow (R) to give his state con­
trol over four national parks appears to 
be going nowhere. 

Badlands and Wind Cave national 
parks, Mount Rushmore National Me­
morial, and Jewel Cave National Monu­
ment would no longer be managed and 
protected by the National Park Service 
under Janklow's proposal. Prompted by 
the governor's plan, Sen. Larry Pressler 
(R-S.Dak.) introduced a bill in August 
(S. 1 185) that would turn over the 
management of these parks—except­
ing Badlands—to the state's Game, 
Fish, and Parks Department for a ten-
year period. 

Janklow contends that state manage­
ment would relieve some of the finan­
cial pressure placed on the national 
parks, which have been targeted for 
severe budget cuts. However, despite 
the presumed support of a Congress 
that has worked to diminish federal 
authority, the measure has stalled. At 
press time, the bill was still awaiting 
action by the Senate Energy and Natu­
ral Resources Committee. 

NPCA attributes the delay to a lack 
of public support for the plan, which 
has several inconsistencies. At a public 
meeting in September in Rapid City, 
South Dakota, hosted by Rep. Tim 
Johnson (D-S.Dak.), opposition to the 
proposal was nearly unanimous. 

The plan and the attendant legisla­
tion purport to save taxpayer dollars but 
require the federal government to pay 
South Dakota up to 100 percent of the 
parks' fiscal 1994 budgets. NPCA also 
questions the fiscal sense of entrusting 
these lands to the state parks depart­
ment, which manages its parks at a 
higher cost per visitor and per acre than 
NPS does. In addition, Janklow criti­
cizes proposals to raise fees at national 
parks, while stating that he "might 
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need the latitude to supplement [fed­
eral] funds with certain user fees." 

NPCA is concerned that the state 
would base its national park manage­
ment model upon state park manage­
ment practices, which allow recre­
ational hunting and timber harvesting. 
For example, the plan states that joint 
management of the bison herds within 
Wind Cave National Park and nearby 
Custer State Park could result in "new 
revenues" to offset operating costs. 

"If this plan were adopted and then 
copied, we could eventually have 50 
different park management policies," 
said NPCA Heartland Regional Direc­
tor Lori Nelson, who spoke at the Rapid 
City meeting. "These parks are not to 
be managed for the sole benefit of 
South Dakota.They are managed by the 
National Park Service for the benefit of 
all Americans." 

.<& TAKE A C T I O N : Wr i te to your sena­

tors (U.S. Senate.Washington, DC 20510), 

urging them to oppose S. I 185 if it comes 

up for a vote. 

A D J A C E N T L A N D S 

NPS Steps in 
To Protect Cave 
Land managers ensure safe­
guards for Carlsbad Caverns. 
C A R L S B A D , N. M E x. — By demand­
ing a seat at the negotiating table, the 
National Park Service has strengthened 
the park protection elements of a Bu­
reau of Land Management (BLM) plan 
to allow drilling near Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park. 

As part of a proposed settlement 
with Yates Energy Corporation, BLM 
agreed to allow oil and gas drilling at 
two locations that could affect Carls­
bad's Lechuguilla Cave—the nation's 
deepest, and arguably most spectacu­
lar, cave. A 1994 record of decision for 
an environmental impact statement on 
drilling near Lechuguilla, coupled with 
congressional establishment of a "cave 
protection zone," forbade the company 

NEWS UPDATE 
• UTAH W I L D S BILL DELAYED: 

When the Utah congressional del­
egation introduced its Utah Public 
Lands Management Act last summer, 
it hoped to push the legislation 
through Congress quickly. But after 
moving rapidly through the appro­
priate House committees, the bill 
is languishing before a more mod­
erate Senate, which is likely to re­
quire significant changes. 

The bill would set aside only 1.8 
million acres of redrock canyon 
country in Utah as "wilderness" and 
allow dams, roads, and other new 
development. President Clinton has 
vowed to veto the bill if it crosses 
his desk. The Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee has 
postponed several scheduled votes 
on the bill, and bill sponsor Sen. 
Robert Bennett (R-Utah) has admit­

ted that the holdup is because of 
concerns about development. 

"Members of Congress are feel­
ing the grassroots uprising against 
the bill across the country," said 
NPCA Rocky Mountain Regional 
Director Terri Martin. "But citizens 
who love Utah's redrock country 
must remain vigilant." 

• REFERENDUM REJECTED: O n 

Election Day, the citizens of Wash­
ington State voted against Referen­
dum 48, which required that pri­
vate landowners whose property is 
affected by a government action be 
compensated by the governing 
body. NPCA worked to defeat this 
referendum, contending that this 
"takings" threat would have inhib­
ited the ability of governments to 
enforce zoning and pollution laws. 

A I, A S k A 

In Alaska, don't miss Kenai Fjords National Park! 
Join us for a memorable day in Kenai Fiords. See more 
wildlife, including orcas and humpback whales, Steller sea 
lions, and colorful puffins. Cruise to the face of an active 
tidewater glacier, where you 'II watch and listen for ice to 
"calve"into the ocean. Learn more about the natural 
wonders ofldaska, and benefit from our 20 years of 
experience in this spectacular marine wilderness. 
Cruises depart Seward daily, May through September. 
Call for FREE Trip Planning Information! 

KENAI FJORDS 
T O U ^ R S 

P.O. Box 1889 Depl. HP, SewardAK 99664 

1800) 478-8068 or (907) 276-6249 
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Outdoor 
Discovery 
Schools 

The LLBean Outdoor Skills School 
offers dozens of day and overnight 
programs for all ability levels in Winter 
Sports, Outdoor Skills, Shooting Sports, 
Cycling, Fly Fishing and Paddling. 
Our knowledgeable, friendly instructors 
will help you improve your abilities, 
gain valuable new skills, and enjoy your 
sport even more. And all of our pro­
grams are guaranteed to give you 100% 
satisfaction in every way. Call for our 
free brochure. 

L.L.Bean 
Outdoor Discovery Schools 

Freeport, Maine 

1-800-341-4341, ext. 6666 
for a FREE brochure. 

Internet: http://www.llbean.com 
SC 1448900 

Carlsbad's Lechuguilla Cave has again been protected from oil and gas drilling. 

from drilling directly on some oil and 
gas leases. Instead, drilling from out­
side the zone was required. The com­
pany sued BLM for compensation, but 
after meeting last September, the two 
parties negotiated a settlement. 

In addition to allowing drilling out­
side the cave protection zone, BLM 
agreed to pay the company $2 million 
in compensation. The agency also 
agreed to drop "enhanced stipulations" 
required in the record of decision that 
were intended to increase protections 
to Lechuguilla. BLM did not include 
the Park Service, which was a formal 
cooperating agency for the preparation 
of the environmental impact statement, 
in the settlement negotiations. 

Upon learning of the deal with Yates 
Energy, the Park Service and NPCA re­
quested an opportunity "to strengthen 
the park protection dimension of the 
proposed settlement," according to 
park Superintendent Frank Deckert. 

Deckert and NPS geologic and cave 
resource specialists met with BLM of­
ficials in October. BLM agreed to place 
cement around casings (protective 
pipes that surround drilling wells) to 
safeguard the cave from flows of oil— 
which could pollute park resources— 
and natural gas, which could asphyxi­
ate visitors or cause explosions. BLM 
will also require use of steel storage 

tanks to protect park aquifers and caves 
from leaks and contamination. 

The agency and BLM also agreed to 
research the future use of three-dimen­
sional seismic surveys, which aid in the 
selection of drilling locations by iden­
tifying significant cave features that 
must be avoided. 

"Although NPCA was extremely 
concerned about the initially poor 
communication between BLM and 
NPS, we are pleased that the issue has 
been resolved to the satisfaction of all 
parties," said NPCA Southwest Region­
al Director David Simon. 

L E G I S L A T I O N 

Jet Boats 
Make Waves 
Bill advocates motorized craft 
on wild and scenic Snake River. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — Legislation 
that would give jet boats nearly unlim­
ited access to the 7 1 -mile wild and sce­
nic stretch of the Snake River has been 
introduced in both houses of Congress. 

The bill's sponsors, Idaho's Repub­
lican Sens. Larry Craig and Dirk Kemp-
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Andrew Holbrooke Matrix 

The abuse is crippling. It takes 
innocent, fragile lives and brutal­
izes them with utter poverty...with 
constant hunger...with relentless 
diseases...with no hope for even a 
basic education. 

As hard as parents of children 
like this struggle, they simply can't 
adequately provide for them. 

But you can help. You can ease 
the suffering. Become a Save the 
Children sponsor and help stop 
the horrible abuse that poverty 
inflicts on children. 

Your monthly gifts of just $20 
will be combined with the gifts of 
other caring sponsors to benefit 
an entire community of children. 
Instead of direct hand-outs, your 
gifts will be used to start up com­
munity self-help programs. Your 
girl or boy will have access to the 
health care and education he or 

she so urgently needs. And 
determined parents learn to bet­
ter care for their children. 

Please call or mail the coupon 
below today and say you'll become 
a Save the Children sponsor. Only 

654 a day from you will help pre­
vent a girl or boy from experiencing 
the horrible abuse of poverty — 
and provide vitality and hope. 

Please call 1-800-821-2111 
or mail the coupon below today. 

NT 12/27/5 

I want to help put an end to a different kind of child abuse. 
• My first monthly sponsorship contribution of $20 is enclosed. 
• Please charge my monthly contribution to my • MasterCard • Visa • Discover • Amex 
Account # Exp. Date 
Signature 
I prefer to sponsor a • boy • girl • either in the area I've checked below. 
Please send my child's photo and personal history. 
• Where the need is greatest • Caribbean/Latin America 
• Middle East • Africa • Asia D United States 
Name Phone ( )_ 
Address Apt. 
City State Zip 
• Instead of becomms a sponsor at this time, 

I am enclosing a contribution of $ . 
• Please send me more information. 
Established 1232 The original child sponsorship agency TOUR SPONSOR 
SHIP CONTRIBUTIONS ARE U S INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE We ate indeed 
ptoudoT our use oT funds O u annual report and audit statement are avail­
able upon request C1925 Save the Children federation, Inc 

Save the Children 
50 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880 

Help stop a different kind of child abuse. 
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A new bill would allow a sharp increase in jet boats on the scenic Snake River. 

thorne and Reps. Wes Cooley (R-Ore.), 
Helen Chenoweth (R-Idaho), and 
George Nethercutt (R-Wash.), have 
ignored an eight-year public planning 
process aimed at striking a balance for 
recreational use of the Snake River. The 
measure (S. 1374/H.R. 2568) locks in 
current levels of jet boat activity on the 
river, which runs along the Idaho-Or­
egon border. 

The proposal threatens to subvert 
the planning process and establishes 
what Ric Bailey of the Hells Canyon 
Preservation Council characterizes as a 
"national motorized area." Bailey, who 
has guided dories on the Snake for 17 
years, has had his boat damaged in a 
close call with a jet boat and has wit­
nessed a near drowning and many 
kayakers swamped by jet boat wakes. 
Despite user surveys that identify con­
current use by motorized and non-
motorized recreationists as the most 
serious problem on the Snake Wild and 
Scenic River, the bill declares that this 
"shall not be considered...a conflict." 

A free-flowing portion of the Snake, 
which cuts one of the continent's deep­
est gorges in Hells Canyon, became part 
of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System in 1975. The legislation that 
designated the Snake a wild and scenic 
river also established Hells Canyon as 
a national recreation area under the care 
of the U.S. Forest Service. The measure 
further required that the agency "con­

trol" the use and number of motor­
ized craft in the area. More than 20 
years later, jet boat use has increased 
fivefold and remains virtually unlim­
ited while the use of float boats is sub­
ject to a limited number of permits. 

NPCA has long advocated the trans­
fer of Hells Canyon to the National Park 
Service for more careful management 
of the area's sensitive natural and his­
torical resources, which include 2,000-
year-old petroglyphs. NPCA's 1988 
National Park System Plan evaluated Hells 
Canyon as a "dramatically scenic natu­
ral area, one of the world's wonders. It 
has always qualified for national park 
status." 

Terri Pauly, acting regional director 
of NPCA's Pacific Northwest office, says 
that the association has participated in 
the planning process for the Snake Riv­
er to preserve the park-like qualities of 
the Hells Canyon area. 

"If it passes, the Snake River jet boat 
bill will set a dangerous precedent for 
the region and for the Wild and Scenic 
Rivers.System," Pauly said. 

—M. Katherine Heinrich 

ifc) TAKE ACTION: Write to your 
members of Congress, urging that they op­
pose the jet boat bill and uphold the prin­
ciples of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. 
Addresses: U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515; U.S. Senate, Wash-
mgton, DC 20510. 

Arts Center Places 
Wilderness at Risk 
Plan for Cumberland Island 
lacks limits on vehicle use. 
ST. M A R Y S , G A. — Last summer, 
NPCA was confident that a proposal to 
create an arts center on Cumberland 
Island National Seashore had been ad­
equately revised to protect park wilder­
ness. However, the latest draft leaves 
wilderness at risk. 

Nearly a year ago, the nonprofit 
Plum Orchard Center for the Arts on 
Cumberland Island drafted an agree­
ment with the National Park Service to 
renovate the park's century-old Plum 
Orchard mansion for use as an artists' 
retreat. The plan called for 30 artists 
and staff and up to 300 additional 
guests for four events a year, as well as 
the almost unlimited use of two cars. 
Access to the mansion for other park 
visitors, however, would be limited. 

From the first, NPCA had concerns 
that increased traffic and visitation 
would impair the federally designated 
wilderness area that surrounds the 
mansion. Under the 1964 Wilderness 
Act, vehicles are prohibited in wilder­
ness areas, with few exceptions. 

Along with the Georgia chapter of 
the Sierra Club, the Georgia Conser­
vancy, and the Wilderness Society, 
NPCA began to work with the Park Ser­
vice to revise the unacceptable parts of 
the plan. By mid-summer, NPS had as­
sured NPCA that a new draft would 
guarantee public access and restrict the 
use of automobiles. But an examina­
tion of the latest version shows that im­
portant provisions have been changed. 

The 7 5-year agreement now allows 
for automobile use in four situations, 
three of which NPCA finds acceptable: 
the vehicles may be used in emergen­
cies; as a "minimum tool," as defined 
by the Wilderness Act, to manage and 
protect the wilderness area; and when 
the center's boat is inoperative. But the 
proposal also allows the center "pro­
grammatic use" of the vehicles when 
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travel by boat is either "unsafe or im­
practical." NPCA says that this impre­
cise language could be interpreted in 
innumerable ways, with potentially 
harmful effects on the wilderness. 

"As currently described in the plan, 
the use of automobiles is a matter of 
convenience, and the use of vehicles 
in the wilderness for convenience is 
unacceptable," said NPCA Southeast 
Regional Director Don Barger. 

The plan could also allow the trans­
ference to arts center guests of certain 
incompatible uses that were granted to 
private landowners at the time of the 
wilderness designation. 

"Commendably, NPS is experiment­
ing with partnerships as a creative man­
agement tool," Barger said. "But such 
partnerships need to be carefully craft­
ed to protect the resources, such as the 
Cumberland Island wilderness." 

eta TAKE ACTION: Write to Superin­
tendent Rolland Swain (Cumberland Island 
National Seashore, RQ Box 806, St. Marys, 
GA 31558), urging him to protect the 
wilderness. Ask to be told of future plans. 

M A N A G E M E N T 

City Claims Land at 
Klondike Gold Rush 
Park Service concerned about 
development of historic areas. 
S K A G W A Y , ALASKA — The city of 
Skagway has once again set its sights 
on lands within Klondike Gold Rush 
National Historical Park. 

Klondike Gold Rush is managed co­
operatively by the city, the state, and 
the National Park Service. The park 
commemorates the famous gold rush 
of 1897-98, when approximately 
30,000 prospectors settled in Skagway, 
lured by the promise of gold in the 
Klondike River. Historic structures in 
Skagway, as well as the Chilkoot and 
White Pass trails, treacherous routes 
that led miners into the Yukon Terri­
tory, are preserved in the park. 

Under an Alaska state law, cities and 
boroughs can request possession of 
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• They're printed with soy-based ink 
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M A R K U P 
Key Park Legislation 

BILL 

National Park 
System Reform 
H.R. 260 

Budget 
Reconci l iat ion 
H.R. 2491 

R.S. 2477 Claims 
H.R. 2081 IS. 1425 

South Dakota 
Parks 
S. 1185 

P U R P O S E 

Establishes a review commission 
to consider which national park 
units should be removed from the 
system. NPCA opposed. 

Includes a measure that 
perpetuates taxpayer subsidies to 
the park concessions industry. 
FLaises entrance fees without 
making concessioners pay their 
fair share. NPCA opposes. 

Allows virtually every traveled 
route to qualify as FvS. 2477 
rights-of-way across parks, public 
lands, and private property. 
NPCA opposes. 

Transfers management of Wind 
Cave National Park. Mount 
Rushmore National Memorial, and 
Jewel Cave National Monument 
from the Park Service to the state 
of South Dakota. NPCA opposes. 

S T A T U S 

On October 25. the House 
Budget Committee removed H.R 
260 from the omnibus budget 
reconciliation package. 

At press time. President Clinton 
and Congress were working out 
their differences over H.R 2491, 
which Clinton said he would not 
sign unless changes were made 
to protect the environment. 

H.R 2081 was approved by the 
House subcommittee on national 
parks on October 31. S. 1425 is 
awaiting action before the Senate 
resources committee. 

S. 1 185 is awaiting action before 
the parks subcommittee of the 
Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee. 

NPCA is working on 30 bills. 

mm 
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NPCA PARK NEWS 
certain lands in state or federal owner­
ship. Skagway has selected more than 
1,000 acres of land within the park, 
including areas around Dyea, a historic 
townsite where visitors can still see 
ruins and a cemetery; the Chilkoot 
trailhead; and Sheep Camp, several 
miles up the Chilkoot trail. 

Previous attempts by the city to ac­
quire the lands have been denied by 
the state, which has jurisdiction over 
these parts of the park. But a new gen­
eration of state officeholders has NPS— 
and NPCA—worried that the city may 
at last be successful in its appeal. 

"If the city acquires the Dyea flats, 
it wants to build an off-road-vehicle 
track, a three-hole golf course, and 
summer homes, a lot of things that are 
just not compatible with what the Park 
Service considers the highest and best 
use of the land," said Clay Alderson, 
Klondike Gold Rush superintendent. 

Alderson points out that, in addi­
tion to their historic value, the lands 
and waterways in question are vital to 
salmon, bears, and a diversity of plants. 

"We must remind decision makers 
that Klondike Gold Rush is largely re­
sponsible for Skagway's booming tour­
ism and that the natural and historic 
resources that attract tourists must be 
protected," said NPCA Alaska Regional 
Director Chip Dennerlein. 

At the one public meeting held on 
the issue so far, sentiment was over­
whelmingly in favor of keeping the 
lands within the park. A second public 
comment period is under way, and 
both the park and the regional NPS 
office have expressed their concerns 
about city ownership to the Alaska De­
partment of Natural Resources. The 
Alaska state parks office and the state 
historic preservation office have also 
weighed in on the city's proposal. 

"We recommended that some of the 
lands within the [park] be retained by 
the state and that other lands, if con­
veyed, would have a covenant, which 
would have protective measures for the 
historic resources," said Judy Bittner, 
the state historic preservation officer. 

Jim Stratton, Alaska state parks di­
rector, says the effect of a land transfer 
"depends on what mitigative measures 
would be in place." 

.<& TAKE ACTION: To support the con­
tinued protection of the unique historical 
resources of Klondike Gold Rush, write to 
John Shively, Director, Department of 
Natural Resources, 400 Willoughby Ave., 
Juneau, AK 99801 -1724. Oppose the con­
veyance of parkland to the city of Skagway. 

L E G I S L A T I O N 

R.S. 2477 Bill 
Moves Forward 
Roads may crisscross parks and 
private and Native lands. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — On October 
3 1, the House subcommittee on na­
tional parks approved a bill to allow a 
snarl of roads and highways across 
parks and other lands. 

The Revised Statute 2477 Rights-of-
Way Settlement Act (H.R. 2081), spon­
sored by Rep. James Hansen (R-Utah), 
would give states, counties, groups, 
and individuals free rein to assert high­
way rights-of-way across virtually any 
tract of land. Because of the bill's ex­
tremely lax standards, major roads 
could be bulldozed through national 
parks, wilderness areas, wildlife ref­
uges, national forests, Native or tribal 
lands, and even private property. 

R.S. 2477 is a one-sentence provi­
sion in an 1866 law that granted rights-
of-way for the construction of high­
ways across public lands not reserved 
for other uses.The statute was repealed 
in 1976, but claims of preexisting 
rights-of-way have soared. Under H.R. 
2081, footpaths, dogsled routes, or 
lines on a map could qualify as preex­
isting rights-of-way. 

Hansen's home state of Utah has 
asserted more than 5,000 rights-of-
way claims in just seven counties. If 
paved, these routes would forever al­
ter Utah's scenic landscape, which in­
cludes Arches and Zion national parks. 

Under Hansen's bill, claimants must 
file only a simple notice of their as­
serted right-of-way with the Depart­
ment of the Interior. If it chooses to 
reject any claim, Interior must do so 

W I S E U S E W A T C H 

COUNTY THREATENS 
NPS WITH ARREST 

AT GRAND CANYON 
k fationcil Parks is tracking the 

n f activities of the Wise Use 
I w Movement, a coalition work­
ing to roll back environmental 
protections. 

The growing county supremacy 
movement has pressed its inky 
thumbprint on Grand Canyon Na­
tional Park in Arizona. Pressure 
from the state's Mohave County 
has forced the National Park Ser­
vice to back down from plans to 
remove mining tram towers from 
potential wilderness in the west­
ern part of the park. Removal of 
the towers was part of a plan to 
restore the area near a bat cave that 
was once mined for guano. 

Objections from local tribal and 
rafting interests had already held 
up an environmental assessment 
for the project for months when 
the county issued its threat. The 
county stated that if the Park Ser­
vice removed the towers, it would 
be transgressing a local land-use 
ordinance, and NPS employees 
would be subject to arrest. Seek­
ing to avoid a confrontation that 
might damage relations with the 
county, NPS decided not to pro­
ceed with removal of the towers 
at this time. 

This kind of intimidation is be­
coming more and more common 
in the West because of the county 
supremacy movement, which en­
courages counties to pass ordi­
nances that claim to supersede fed­
eral authority. Emphasizing that 
the county has no legal jurisdic­
tion over park management, NPCA 
is urging the Park Service to pro­
ceed with removal of the towers. 

(For more on the county move­
ment, see Wise Use Watch in the 
March/April 1995 issue of National 
Parks.) 
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within two years of its filing. The en­
tire burden of proof is on the federal 
government, which must file suit to 
defend Interior's objection. 

In addition, the bill makes it more 
likely that rights-of-way will be granted 
across private land, despite the objec­
tions of owners and without compen­
sation to them. If a right-of-way is 
claimed on private land, that land­
owner would have to incur the burden 
of proof and the expense of instituting 
legal action to oppose construction. 

.t£a TAKE ACTION: Sen. Frank Mur-
kowski (R-Alaska) has sponsored a Senate 
version of the bill (S. 1425). Write to your 
members of Congress (U.S. House of Rep­
resentatives, Washington, DC 20515; U.S. 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510), urging 
them to vote against H.R. 2081 and S. 1425. 

R E C O G N I T I O N 

NPCA Presents 
1995 Awards 

Water resources, Civil War, 
and archaeology promoted. 
Last fall, NPCA was pleased to honor 
the 1995 recipients of three of its most 
prestigious awards, named for ardent 
park advocates Stephen Tyng Mather, 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, and Free­
man Tilden. 
• NPCA presented 
the Stephen Tyng 
Mather award to 
Dan Kimball, chief 
of the National Park 
Service's Water Re­
sources Division. In 
honor of the first 
director of the Park 
Service, the award 
recognizes a federal 
employee who has 
demonstrated re­
sourcefulness in 
p romot ing good 
stewardship. 

Kimball began 
his career in the 

Dan Kimball, NPS chief of water 
resources, wins the Mather award. 

1970s as an environmental scientist 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency and served as the regional hy-
drologist for the Office of Surface Min­
ing for three years, before joining the 
Water Resources Division in 1984. He 
became chief in 1993. 

Kimball has been involved in many 
park protection efforts. He played a 
major role in efforts to limit damage 
to Grand Canyon National Park from 
Glen Canyon Dam, and he is working 
on the environmental impact statement 
for the proposed gold mine outside 
Yellowstone National Park. 
• The winner of the Marjory Stone-
man Douglas award, Pinkie Lemon, 
had already spent 30 years in the work 
force when she began devoting con­
siderable time and energy to Richmond 
National Battlefield Park, in the Virginia 
city she has called home for 76 years. 

Lemon worked to preserve the ten 
Civil War battlefields around the former 
Confederate capital and helped to cre­
ate the Maggie L. Walker National His­
toric Site in Richmond. 

The award's namesake, Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas, was largely respon­
sible for the creation of world-famous 
Everglades National Park. 
• The 1995 Freeman Tilden award 
went to Ray Morris, chief of interpre­
tation at Fort Frederica National Monu­
ment in Georgia.The award, named for 
the "father of interpretation," recog­
nizes park employees who find creative 
ways to educate park visitors. 

Morris devel­
oped the Archaeo­
logical Education 
Center at the park, 
designed to teach 
fourth and fifth 
graders about ar­
chaeology, history, 
science, and preser­
vation principles 
and ethics. Children 
participate in a 
mock dig using an 
already disturbed 
archaeological site 
that has been de­
posited with un­
documented 18th-
century artifacts. 

Six of the 
World's Finest 

"Wildlife" 
Proof Coins, 

Only $49 

Canada's Famous 1967 
6-Coln Proof Sat 

This unique one-year Royal 
Canadian Mint proof set includes 
four .800 fine silver coins: the 
famous "Flying Goose" silver 
dollar, the "Howling Wolf silver 
half dollar, the "Lynx" silver quar­
ter and "Mackerel" silver dime. 
Also included are the "Rabbit" 
nickel and "Dove" penny. Each 
coin is a dazzling mirror-finish 
double-struck proof, the highest 
form of minting. Many sets have 
been lost to silver melts or broken 
up by collectors. It's a real "sleep­
ing beauty" today, available at a 
special introductory price. Original 
Royal Canadian Mint leather-clad 
presentation case. Each set, $49. 
3 sets, $145. 5 sets, $239 (order 
#7887). Add $2 postage. 100% 
satisfaction guarantee — 30-day 
home examination. To order by 
credit card call toll-free. Or send 
check or money order to: 
International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St., Box 218, Dept. 3370 

Montpelier, Vermont 05601 
1-800-451-4463 

Serving collectors for 21 years 
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Shenandoah was created more than 50 years 
ago when Virginia condemned land for the 
park—an action still resented by some. 

PHOTO BY DAVID MUENCH 
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M OUNTAINEER Sporting 
Goods seems like a 
typical small-town 
shop for hunting 
and fishing sup­

plies, with its rack of rifles, ancient 
drink cooler, cluster of ruggedly 
dressed men, cloud of tobacco smoke, 
and an old black dog. 

But this store on the main street of 
Madison, Virginia, population 293, is 
much more. It is an unofficial meet­
ing place for people in surrounding 
Madison County who share an opin­
ion of nearby Shenandoah National 
Park—one made clear in the shouted 
response to a visitor who brings up 
the subject: "Damn the park!" 

Driven by hostility toward the park, 
these rural folk have helped to orga­
nize a network of aggressive property-
rights groups in Virginia that have taken 
aim at the National Park Service (NPS) 
and opposed the effort to save unpro­
tected Civil War battlefields. They have 
drawn members from the wealthy Vir­
ginia suburbs of Washington, D.C., to 
the isolated mountain hollows, forged 
links with out-of-state property-rights 
groups and the wise use movement, 
and pushed an anti-park agenda both 
in the Virginia statehouse and on Capi­
tol Hill. They have found a friend in 
Virginia's conservative Republican gov­
ernor, George Allen, who has ap­
pointed some of their most outspoken 

members to state boards with influ­
ence over conservation policy. 

Last spring, the goals of these 
groups found expression in a bill in­
troduced by Rep. Thomas J. Bliley, Jr., 
(R-Va.), the powerful chairman of the 
House Commerce Committee, that 
would freeze the borders of Shenan­
doah National Park and Richmond Na­
tional Battlefield Park to land they now 
own. The bill would vastly shrink 
maximum authorized boundaries that 

The property rights 

agitation is a backlash to 

efforts of park managers to 

reach out to their neighbors 

and deal with suburban 

development close to 

their borders. 

have stood for more than half a cen­
tury and require congressional ap­
proval before land could be donated 
to these parks. Supporters of the bill 
say it would allow public comment on 
land donations that affect other land­
owners, shrink the local tax base, and 
create additional federal land main­
tained by taxpayers. At this writing, 
Bliley's bill had passed the House of 

Representatives by a vote of 3 7 7 to 31 
and was awaiting action in the Senate, 
where its prospects were said to be less 
certain. Sen. John Warner (R-Va.) has 
said he supports the bill and may spon­
sor a Senate version. Sen. Charles S. 
Robb (D-Va.) has indicated that with 
some changes in the wording of the 
House-passed bill, an acceptable com­
promise may be reached. 

Park Service officials say the legisla­
tion would erect an expensive and 
cumbersome procedure for land acqui­
sition, and they have asked Congress 
to defer action until they can come up 
with realistic boundary recommenda­
tions. "We don't want to have to go to 
Congress every time there's an addi­
tion" to these parks, says Chris Soller, 
legislative affairs specialist for NPS. 

Another concern is that decisions 
about expansion "will be based on ca­
pricious boundary legislation that dis­
regards any kind of scientific study and 
public input. No thought has been 
given to what really needs to be pro­
tected," says Eileen Woodford, NPCA's 
Northeast regional director. 

The bill's restrictions on land do­
nations have raised concerns in such 
conservative forums as the Richmond 
Times-Dispatch, Bliley's hometown news­
paper. "For the government to restrict 
private preservation is no less troubling 
than for the government to compel it," 
the paper editorialized. Surprised by 

Hikers look out over the valley from the heights of Old Rag, among the most popular spots in Shenandoah. 
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this criticism, Bliley replied that 
"absolutely nothing in my bill 
restricts private preservation." 

Critics of Bliley's bill acknowl­
edge a skill in its crafting that 
makes outright opposition diffi­
cult. The bill also would create a 
national historical park preserv­
ing the battlefields in the Shen­
andoah Valley—sought by two 
other congressmen but opposed 
by the Park Service, which says a 
heritage area would be more ap­
propriate—modify the boundary 
of the Colonial Parkway near 
Williamsburg to accept land 
originally slated for houses, and 
allow ten acres of land to be ac­
quired at Cumberland Gap Na­
tional Historical Park. Bliley also 
agreed to allow 913 acres await­
ing donation at Richmond to be 
included in the park's new 
boundary and to direct the Park 
Service to study preservation op­
tions at nearby New Market 
Heights, where 14 African Am­
ericans earned Medals of Honor 
in 1864. These provisions won Bliley 
the unlikely support of the Association 
for the Preservation of Civil War Sites, 
which owns 750 acres near Richmond 
and wants to donate them to the park, 
and Rep. Robert C. Scott (D-Va.), the 
state's lone black congressman. 

Bliley says his bill addresses the con­
cerns of his constituents who own land 
within the parks' maximum autho­
rized boundaries. Congress drew 
Shenandoah's boundary at 521,000 
acres in 1926, but the park currently 
covers 196,000 acres of predominantly 
high land on the Blue Ridge.The Rich­
mond battlefield occupies 764 acres in 
ten sites scattered around the east side 
of the city, but its maximum bound­
ary has stood at 225,000 acres since 
1936, a swath that takes in much of 
the metropolitan area. The Richmond 
battlefield has condemnation author­
ity but has never used it, while 
Shenandoah has never had it.Yet, land­
owners within these boundaries sense 
"a cloud over their property titles," 
Bliley says. "This legislation is meant 
to put those fears to rest." 

The property rights agitation is in 
part a backlash to efforts of park man­

agers to reach out to their neighbors 
and deal with suburban growth and 
development close to their borders. 
The Richmond battlefield recently re­
leased a draft of a general management 
plan that suggests a tenfold increase 
in its area to roughly 7,500 acres, 
while Shenandoah is in the midst of a 
related-lands study to build a database 
of natural, cultural, and scenic re­
sources for both the park and com­
munity planners. The hope is that lo­
cal land-use controls will help protect 
wildlife habitats and views for a park 
that is prohibited from buying land but 
is dealing with a variety of problems, 
such as pollution, scattered housing 
construction in hollows close to the 
park, and higher numbers of visitors, 
who are causing disgruntled landown­
ers to close off public access to trail-
heads. 

"I don't think there's anybody who 
doesn't recognize that the current 
boundary [of 52 1,000 acres] is unre­
alistic," says Shenandoah Superinten­
dent Bill Wade. But he says much of 
the private land contiguous to the park 
has "park-like" qualities, and owners 
sometimes contact him about donat­

ing it. He is concerned that the 
hurdles erected by Bliley's bill 
will deter these donat ions . 
"They're going to throw up their 
hands and say, forget it." 

Shenandoah has grown by 
2,149 acres since 1980 through 
14 land donations or exchanges. 
The donation that set off the cur­
rent uproar—the area has long 
been a stronghold of opposi­
tion—dates back to 1990, the 
same year the related-lands study 
was announced. That July, the 
Richard King Mellon Foundation 
of Pittsburgh disclosed a 1,287-
acre donation to the park, part 
of a gift to the federal govern­
ment of more than 100,000 acres 
of wildlife habitat and historic 
sites in seven states. The land 
slated for Shenandoah included 
two parcels in Madison County 
that had been quietly purchased 
by the Conservation Fund, an­
other nonprofit organization act­
ing as the foundation's agent. 

Some people in Madison saw 
this as a drive to expand the park's bor­
ders, including two relative newcom­
ers, Alice Menks and LeriThomas, who 
live near the Mellon donations. Their 
anger led them on a statewide crusade 
against NPS.They gained notoriety in 
Virginia preservation circles through 
their 60-page booklet published in 
1991: "US vs. NPS." The booklet al­
leges that NPS's "land grab policies" 
are a "cancer that is eating at the life, 
liberty, and pursuit of happiness that 
Thomas Jefferson proclaimed." It has 
become a manifesto for property-
rights groups around the state. 

Menks declined to speak on the 
record for this article, and Thomas did 
not return several messages left on her 
answering machine. Menks' account of 
her experiences with Shenandoah ap­
peared in the Policy Review, the publica­
tion of the conservative think tank, The 
Heritage Foundation. The article, 
which appeared in 1993, was written 
by Ann Corcoran, editor of the Land 
Rights Letter and a national figure in the 
property-rights movement. One offi­
cial of Virginians for Property Rights 
says privately that the group has con­
nections with some of the more mili-

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 27 



BOUNDARY WARS Continued 

tant wise use groups in the West, but 
the Virginians have not adopted their 
more extreme tactics. Yet, opponents 
say they have seen classic wise use in­
timidation methods, such as intrusive 
videotaping, at meetings in Virginia. 

Menks' and Thomas' booklet, criti­
cized by preservationists as misleading 
and error-filled, claims that the Park 
Service and nonprofit conservation 
groups (including NPCA) are plotting 
to seize private land.The booklet's con­
spiracy theories found fertile ground 
in Madison, where the perception of 
government rests largely on memories 
of families being evicted when the 
Commonweal th of Virginia con­
demned privately owned land in the 
1930s before turning it over to the 
Department of Interior to create a na­
tional park. Other incidents, such as 
the shooting of a deputy sheriff's hunt­
ing dogs by a park ranger several years 
ago and conflicts with park authori­
ties over access to family cemeteries, 
have kept these old wounds open. 

"They get a lot of play in rural areas 
where their sort of paranoia strikes a 
chord in conservative communities," 
says Michael Green, a member of the 
board of the Brandy Station Founda­
tion, which has battled property-rights 
activists in the ongoing effort to pre­
serve some of the 14,000-acre ground 
of the largest cavalry engagement of 
the Civil War. 

Harold Woodward, vice chairman of 
the Madison County Board of Super­
visors and the proprietor of Mountain­
eer Sporting Goods, says some valid 
economic concerns are beneath this 
emotional opposition. Madison is the 
only bordering county without an en­
trance to the park—despite, he says, 
being promised one when the park 
was created—so it sees none of the 
tourism income other localities enjoy. 
Every donation of land to the park re­
moves private land from the county's 
tax rolls. NPS pays 7 5 cents an acre in 
lieu of taxes, compared with $30 an 

AT LEFT: NPS is developing a general 
management plan for Richmond 
battlefield that could increase its 
maximum boundary tenfold. 
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acre for privately owned land. Shen­
andoah's ability to accept land within 
the maximum authorized boundary 
means that 45 percent of Madison 
County could be included in the park. 

One source of tourism dollars for 
Madison is the steady traffic of visi­
tors who come to hunt in a state-man­
aged preserve that abuts the park, the 
Rapidan Wildlife Management Area. 
The hunting preserve helps Shenan­
doah control its large population of 
deer and bear, but hunting is prohib­
ited in the park. Woodward says hunt­
ing dogs sometimes chase game into 
the park, where they are subject to im­
poundment. Hunters then face a fine 
and a trip to the park's pound, where 
they must pay a fee to free their ani­
mals. "Hunters get the sense they're 
being harassed," says Woodward. 

Shenandoah officials realize they 
have a troubled relationship with their 
neighbors. Assistant Superintendent 
Vaughn Baker said park management 
has sometimes "been less than sensi­
tive to the concerns of landowners." 
But he says hunters are responsible for 
obeying the law, and rangers have a re­
sponsibility to prevent dogs from at­
tacking wildlife in the park. 

ANY ANTI-GOVERNMENT argu­
ment gets a sympathetic 
hearing in the eight 
counties around the 
park—Oliver North won 

all but one in his losing 1994 bid for 
the U.S. Senate, with Rockingham and 
Augusta providing him with three-to-
one margins over incumbent Charles 
Robb. Riding on this sentiment, Menks 
andThomas networked with other park 
opponents to organize and become 
president and secretary, respectively, of 
Virginians for Property Rights. 

Thomas is among Virginia property-
rights activists who have achieved 
quasi-official status. Allen appointed 
Thomas to the board of the Virginia 
Outdoors Foundation, a state entity 
that accepts and holds conservation 
easements. Also appointed to this board 
was Marjorie B. Pinkerton, a vocal 
property-rights activist and leader of 
opposition to the Richmond battlefield 
park. They were part of a wave of con­
servative environmental appointments 

and initiatives by Allen, including an 
effort to privatize the state parks that 
failed in the legislature. 

Before becoming governor in 1993, 
Allen represented Bliley's 7th District 
in Congress, where he introduced a bill 
to allow surrounding property own­
ers to block historic sites from being 
listed on the National Register of His­
toric Places. The measure failed, but a 
similar law was adopted in Virginia in 
1992.That bill, drafted by the law firm 
headed by developer "Til" Hazel— 
who sought to build on land adjacent 
to Manassas battlefield several years 
ago—allows surrounding landowners 

Any anti-government 

argument gets a 

sympathetic hearing 

in the eight counties 

around the park. 

to vote to keep nearby historic sites off 
the Virginia Landmarks Register. Other 
than that victory, property-rights 
groups have actually had little success 
in the state legislature. 

Bliley's bill has brought some un­
accustomed attention to the Richmond 
park, one of the more neglected battle­
fields. The complexity of the military 
operations around the city—it was at 
the center of three major campaigns— 
and the scattered battlefield sites along 
a 60-mile tour through three counties 
make it a challenging park for visitors 
to comprehend. "Richmond is still 
pretty much ignored," says acting su­
perintendent David Ruth. "We have 
some of the most outdated exhibitry 
in the National Park Service." 

Since Richmond was established at 
764 acres in 1936, great changes have 
occurred in the surrounding farmland. 
The combined population of the three 
counties—Henrico, Hanover, and 
Chesterfield—has grown from 70,000 
in 1930 to 490,000 in 1990.That pop­
ulation is projected to reach 700,000 
by the end of the century, as the Rich­
mond urban area creeps outward. 
Until recently, little was done to pro­
tect land around the battlefield or 

modify an unrealistic boundary. 
In 1993 the Civil War Sites Advisory 

Commission, which had been charged 
by Congress with identifying threat­
ened battlefields, named seven sites 
around Richmond in a list of 50 that 
it said should get priority protection. 
NPS is using those data as it prepares a 
new general management plan. A draft 
calls for a 6,000-acre expansion of the 
park through the creation of five new 
units, additions to four existing units, 
and the construction of a new visitor 
center. The cost is estimated at $20 
million, excluding land purchases. 
Under the plan, the park would be 
willing to give up its condemnation 
authority, reduce its maximum bound­
ary to 7,500 acres, and accept land 
only from willing sellers. 

Ruth says the drive to improve the 
Richmond battlefield has strong sup­
port from local historians and preser­
vation groups. Public meetings held 
over the summer had a generally posi­
tive turnout, park officials say. But 
some participants voiced opposition to 
the plan, and even if the Bliley bill fails 
the battlefield park faces vociferous 
local opposition to its plan. 

Even so, some people in Richmond 
want the right to donate their land to 
the park without congressional ap­
proval. In a comment to the Times-Dis­
patch, Anne M. Donley questioned why 
Congress should be involved in such a 
decision. "It's hard enough to get the 
Board of Supervisors to listen to you, 
much less the U.S. Congress." 

Free-lance writer CHRIS FORDNEY is based 
in Winchester, Virginia. 

<&TAKE A C T I O N : NPCA supports 
protecting the battlefields in Shen­
andoah Valley, allowing Colonial Park­
way to purchase land to augment its 
boundaries, allowing Cumberland Gap 
to acquire land, and boundary modifi­
cations at both Richmond and 
Shenandoah. But Congress should be 
informed before making a decision on 
this. Urge your senators (U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510) to defer ac­
tion on any Senate equivalent of H.R. 
1091 until the Park Service has finished 
its boundary modification studies and 
reported back to Congress. 
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ASSAULT 
Last on the 

Denali National Park and Preserve is among the most visi ted in Alaska, but Sen. 
Murkowski would like a second road to cut through the heart of the park. 
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by KRIS C A P P S 

Alaska's three-man 
congressional delegation 
has launched a 
legislative salvo to 
develop, log, mine, and 
give away national parks 
in its home state. 

Frontier 

A
NEW ROAD is BUILT 60 miles into Denali National Park and 

Preserve, triggering an explosion of unplanned tourism de-

velopments.Timber harvest increases dramatically through­

out Tongass National Forest, while required buffers along 

salmon streams disappear, threatening commercial fishing, 

wildlife, and recreation. 

These scenarios are realistic consequences of legislation pending before 

Congress. The national parks and wildlands of Alaska are under serious attack 

by the state's own congressional delegation: Sens. Frank Murkowski and Ted 

Stevens and Rep. Don Young, all Republicans. For years, the trio has supported 

development, such as mining, logging, and oil drilling, in national parks and 

on other federal lands. Now the Alaska delegation may have the power to imple­

ment its development plans as a result of the 1994 congressional election. 

Under the Republican majority, Murkowski chairs the Senate Energy and 

Natural Resources Committee, and Young is chairman of the House Resources 

Committee. Together, they oversee national parks and public lands. Stevens is 

the longest tenured of the trio. He controls the Government Affairs Committee 

and serves as a senior member of the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

Never has one state—particularly a state with only three members of Con­

gress—chaired both of these committees at the same time and held such power 

over the nation's resources. Because of the state's small population (about 

5 50,000), Young's district encompasses all of Alaska and includes 13 national 

park units, more than two-thirds of the acreage in the National Park System. 

In Young's new role as chairman, he instituted what he calls the "Young 
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ALASKA Continued 

Rule," which, he says, is very simple. 
"You do not hurt your fellow Repub­
licans. If a fellow Republican's district 
wants wilderness, you vote for it. If 
they don't, you vote against it. That 
goes for everybody on that commit­
tee. On issues that concern Alaska, I 
hope I have no peel offs [defectors]. 
In fact, I better not have any peel 
offs."As Young told one reporter, "I 
control what happens in Alaska." 

NPCA Alaska Regional Director Chip 
Dennerlein advocates local involve­
ment in national park decisions, but 
he says, "The parks in Alaska are the 
natural heritage of 260 million Ameri­
cans, not one state and certainly not 
one person. The tyranny of the 'Young 
Rule' has no place in the management 
of our national parks, or anywhere else 
in our system of government." 

The Alaska delegation meets at least 
once a month to plot strategy. So far, 
their actions reveal an attack not just 
on parks but on public lands in gen­
eral. The issue that has received the 

most attention is the attempt to force 
oil and gas drilling in the Arctic Na­
tional Wildlife Refuge by including 
funds for projected lease sales in the 
federal budget bill. Most of their pro­
posed bills leave little room for com­
promise. Fortunately, their recent ini­
tiatives have met serious opposition— 
in one case from Alaska's governor. 

Never has one s t a t e — 

particularly a state with 

only three members of 

Congress—held such power 

over the nation's resources. 

When faced with opposition, how­
ever, they use other means to achieve 
their ends. Attaching last-minute 
amendments (riders) to budget bills 
to gain substantive changes in land 
management policy has long been a 
favored tactic of the Alaska delegation. 

This method bypasses the public lands 
committees and avoids debate. When 
the House defeated the National Park 
System Reform Act (H.R. 260), also 
called the "park closure bill," Young 
and Rep. Jim Hansen (R-Utah) simply 
slipped it into a larger budget bill. (It 
has since been removed.) "No discus­
sion. No debate. That's how this Con­
gress is doing business," says Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt, who described 
the work method as a "back-room, 
back-door, [and] dead-of-night way" 
to do business. 

SINCE THE NOVEMBER elections, 
the Alaska congressional 
delegation has been ex­
tremely busy. Here are a 
few examples of their 

handiwork: 
• Murkowski has long been an advo­
cate of increasing access to Denali Na­
tional Park. His plan is for a new road 
into the north side of the park. Last 
month, he inserted special language 
into a budget bill ordering the Park 
Service to conduct a feasibility study 
for the road, using funds from the ex­
isting budget for park operations. 

This will not be the first time a north 
access road into Denali will be stud­
ied. At the senator's insistence, the Park 
Service did an earlier study that con­
cluded the road would cost about S170 
million, would be expensive to main­
tain, and might damage the wilderness 
and disturb wildlife. When the road 
was completed, people who used it still 
would not see the concentrations of 
wildlife that are present on the current 
park road, the study said. 

A north access road also is not fa­
vored by the Denali Task Force, a di­
verse group of Alaskans appointed by 
Secretary Babbitt to recommend ways 
to improve visitor opportunities in the 
park. In addition to the project's high 
cost, most task force members feared 
the road would result in uncontrolled 
development on hundreds of acres of 
old mining claims in the Kantishna 
area, which the Park Service has been 
working to acquire. Instead, the group 
called for better use of the existing park 
road, a new visitor facility on the south 
side of the park, and the purchase of 
the mining claims to protect the 
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Kantishna/Wonder Lake area from fur­
ther development. 

In a speech to the Senate in August 
1995, Murkowski portrayed Denali as 
an inaccessible park whose entrance 
was watched over by an armed guard. 
He dubbed the guard station "Check­
point Charlie," a reference to the mili­
tary station that marked the boundary 
between East and West Berlin. A sta­
tion is located at Savage River, not at 
the entrance, and the guard Murkowski 
referred to is, in fact, a low-wage sea­
sonal employee whose job is to greet 
visitors, check permits, and answer 
questions. Rangers with law enforce­
ment training—the only ones permit­
ted to wear guns—are not assigned to 
that station. 

In the same speech, Murkowski told 
senators that of the 490,149 visitors 
to Denali in 1994, only 241,995 were 
allowed past "Checkpoint Charlie." 
"Fifty-one percent of the visitors in­
tending to visit Denali National Park 
were not allowed to set foot in the 
grandeur of this 6-million-acre park." 

Dennerlein says such statements are 

simply false and mislead other con­
gressional policy makers. The first 14 
miles of the road and surrounding 
lands are open without restriction. 
Beyond mile 14, however, use of the 
road is limited to tour and shuttle 
buses, although a limited number of 
special vehicle permits are issued for 
research, professional photography, 
and a campground. Murkowski's sta­
tistics also do not account for people 
who choose activities other than the 
long bus ride beyond Savage River. 

Denali Superintendent Steven Mar­
tin admits visitation figures are con­
fusing and says the park is trying to 
get a better handle on how many 
people are unable to get a bus seat. But 
it is unlikely that all 249,154 visitors 
tried, he says. 

Martin says he is aware of the need 
to make more of the park available to 
visitors, but it must be done in a way 
that protects the pristine wilderness 
and "inspirational" aspect of the park, 
he says. Denali limits vehicle traffic on 
its 90-mile road to preserve the wild-
ness of the park. "We have to be care­

ful we don't compromise our ideals," 
Martin says. 
• Southeast Alaska is home toTongass 
National Forest, the nation's largest 
forest. Murkowski introduced a bill 
that would change key features of the 
1990 Tongass Timber Reform Act, re­
quiring the Forest Service to offer 
enough timber each year to employ 
2,400 timber workers, the number 
working in the industry in 1990. 
(Since then, employment has dropped 
to nearly half.) To produce enough tim­
ber to keep that many people em­
ployed, however, protected areas must 
be opened to clearcutting and environ­
mental requirements relaxed. 

Alaska Governor Tony Knowles (D) 
opposes the bill, saying it is "based on 
a false premise" that could eventually 
erode the state's overall economy by 
exalting timber-related jobs over all 
others, including tourism and com­
mercial fishing. Knowles attacked the 
bill for removing safeguards for fish 
and wildlife habitat and allowing tim­
ber harvesting in areas protected by 
Congress. 
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Wildlife viewing in Denali is relatively easy, because the animals have become accustomed to buses traveling on Denali 
Road. Here a mother grizzly bear and cub pass behind a bus full of camera-toting tourists. 
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ALASKA Continued 

The bill, Knowles said, divides Alas­
kans rather than bringing them to­
gether. "We urge that this legislation 
be withdrawn," the governor told 
Murkowski.The senator, who changed 
a scheduled hearing on the bill to a 
"workshop" to keep the state's testi­
mony out of the official record, said 
people had misunderstandings and 
misconceptions about the bill. No one 
who testified during the "workshop," 
however, expressed confusion over the 
proposal. 

Taking the attack on forest resources 
one step further, Young introduced a 
bill that would transfer Tongass Na­
tional Forest to the state of Alaska. As 
part of the transfer, Young's bill would 
repeal all of the protections enacted by 
Congress in the Alaska National Inter­
est Lands Conservation 
Act (ANILCA) of 1980 
and theTongassTimber 
Reform Act of 1990. 
While Young touts his 
bill as one that encour­
ages "local control," the 
legislation would force 
Alaska to reinstate a 50-
year timber contract 
that guaranteed sup­
plies of timber to a pri­
vate company at bar­
gain prices. The Forest 
Service canceled the 
contract when the 
company closed its 
pulp mill and breached 
the agreement. 
• m l 995, Minkowski 
decided to consider 
amending ANILCA to 
allow all-terrain ve­
hicles in parks and to 
exempt Alaska from the 
Mining in the Parks Act 
as well as other "tech­
nical amendments ." 
ANILCA designated 
106 million acres of 
public land in Alaska as 
conservation units: na­
tional parks, forests, 
wildlife refuges, and 
wild and scenic rivers. 

Minkowski said he 

has received complaints that federal 
land agencies are not following the 
intent of ANILCA and are unreasonably 
restricting access to the land. In May, 
he held hearings in Alaska, looking for 

All three members of the 

Alaska delegation look 

to the parks as a means 

to bolster the state's 

economic interests. 

Nearly 30,000 acres of coastal lands within Lake Clark National 
Park and Preserve may be transferred to a Native corporation. 

pro-ANILCA demonstrations that 
greeted the hearings in Anchorage and 
Fairbanks. And except for groups such 
as the Alaska Miners Association, which 
called for establishment of five-mile-
wide "development corridors" through 
the parks, many Alaskans, including the 
Alaska Federation of Natives, expressed 
reservations about reopening the 
ANILCA debate. So far, Murkowski has 
not submitted legislation to amend the 
act. 
• In 1994 the Senate passed a con­
cession reform bill that would have re­
pealed various preferences and subsi­
dies granted concessioners under the 
1965 Concessions Policy Act. The leg­
islation—a top priority for NPCA for 
the last six years—would change the 
way contracts are negotiated and 
would require competitive bidding 
without preference to the existing con­

tract holder. 
The reform bill 

would also phase out 
the concessioner's right 
to ownership of capi­
tal improvements . 
Concessioners now pay 
only a pittance of their 
gross revenues in fran­
chise fees to the gov­
ernment, money that is 
not returned to the 
parks. Nearly identical 
reform bills passed 
both houses by ten-to-
one margins. Young, 
Stevens, and Murkow­
ski were among the 
handful of legislators 
who voted against the 
bills, claiming they 
would hurt develop­
ment of Alaska's na­
tional parks. Even 
though the bipartisan 
legislation had been 
approved by the 103rd 
Congress, time ran out 
in the session before it 
could become law. 

In 1995 Murkowski 
introduced S. 1 144, 
which would lock in 
the current noncom­
petitive system and re­
quire that concession-
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"horror stories" about federal mis­
management, and he heard a few. 
Murkowski, however, also discovered 
substantial support for Alaska's national 
parks and refuges, as evidenced by the 



ers' monopolies be maintained in 
national parks, and be established 
by statute in national forests, ref­
uges, and Bureau of Land Manage­
ment areas. 
• A bill introduced by Young 
would transfer 29,900 acres within 
Lake Clark National Park and Pre­
serve to private Native corpora­
tions. This acreage includes about 
90 percent of the park's coastline 
along Cook Inlet and would essen­
tially landlock the park. 

The lands in question are part 
of a 1976 agreement that sought 
to resolve difficulties that the regional 
and village corporations encountered 
gaining land under the Alaska Native 
Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA).Twice, 
the Interior Department has refused to 
convey the land to the village corpora­
tions' agent, Cook Inlet Region, Inc. 
(CIRI). So the village corporations en­
listed Young, who is attempting legis­
latively to transfer the lands directly to 
the corporations, bypassing CIRI. In a 
letter to Interior Secretary Bruce Bab­
bitt, former Alaska Gov. Jay Hammond 
(R) wrote: "This measure would seem 
to establish a dangerous precedent ca­
pable of totally undermining the in­
tent of the Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act. If this raid is 
allowed to occur, I wonder who will 
then get a piece of Denali?" 
• While the delegation works to in­
crease development of public re­
sources, it also works to decrease pro­
tection. Without analysis or debate, 
Murkowski andYoung slipped "riders" 
into House and Senate appropriations 
bills that will require the Department 
of the Interior to sell off its aircraft in 
Alaska and contract with private firms. 

A recent review shows that the move 
could cost American taxpayers more 
than $2 million a year while decreas­
ing the ability of the Fish and Wildlife 
and National Park services to conduct 
research, law enforcement, and search 
and rescue. "This has particularly seri­
ous consequences for Alaska because 
of the specialized aircraft and specially 
trained pilots needed," says Dave Cline, 
Alaska regional vice president for the 
National Audubon Society. To require 
fish and wildlife protection officers to 
charter private aircraft to enforce our 

wildlife laws is like making highway 
patrolmen hail cabs so they can run 
down traffic violators." 
• In a last-minute proposal to amend 
legislation that funds federal and state 
road improvements throughout the 
nation, Stevens made a proposal that 
would have instantly created a web of 
nearly 1,700 highway rights-of-way 
across federal lands, including desig­
nated wilderness and national parks. 
When Senate leaders rejected the pro­
posal, Stevens tried to insert language 
to force the Interior Secretary to ap­
prove road claims under Revised Stat­
ute 2477—a Civil War-era law that 
granted rights-of-way for the construc­
tion of highways across federal lands 
not reserved for other public uses— 
under state law, rather than reviewing 
them under federal guidelines. The 
amendment was withdrawn. As a com­
promise, the Senate adopted a provi­
sion preventing the Interior Depart­
ment from issuing any new regulations 
affecting R.S. 2477 claims until 1996. 

THE DELEGATION'S approach to 
Alaska's public lands may 
vary slightly—Stevens and 
Murkowski push for com­
mercial development , 

while Young wants to transfer the lands 
out of federal ownership—but all three 
look to the parks as a means to bolster 
the state's economic interests. As a re­
sult, they have appropriated funds to 
stabilize the historic Kennicott Mine in 
McCarthy and to restore turn-of-the-
century buildings in Klondike Gold 
Rush National Historical Park. Stevens 
secured millions of dollars to purchase 
mining claims in Denali, and Mur­

kowski lobbied to keep the Park 
Service's field offices in Anchorage, 
rather than see them moved to Se­
attle or San Francisco. 

These are important actions, 
says Dennerlein, who does not 
hesitate to "give credit when credit 
is due." In fact, he says, the del­
egation could take a number of ac­
tions that would increase visitor 
opportunities and economic ben­
efits to communities, and improve 
resource protection. For instance, 
he says, Denali, the world's pre­
mier subarctic park, has neither an 

adequate visitor center nor science cen­
ter to display the research that has been 
conducted there. 

Congress has charged the Park Ser­
vice with providing for the enjoyment 
of the national parks in ways that will 
leave them unimpaired forever, says 
Dennerlein. "A $ 170 million road that 
would trigger an explosion of devel­
opment in the heart of Denali aban­
dons that commitment." 

"There is a choice to be made. We 
can accomplish a lot of good things 
for the parks and for the people, or we 
can be locked in combat...and there 
will be a few, but very few, victories 
on either side." 

KRIS CAPPS is a free-lance journalist who 
lives in Denali Park, Alaska. 

-&TAKE ACTION:To help counter 
the anti-park agenda of the Alaska del­
egation, send letters to your senators 
and representative. Tell them the 
"Young Rule" does not represent your 
interests or those of the nation. Send 
copies of your letters to House and 
Senate leaders to let them know that 
you oppose the assault on the national 
parks in Alaska. Send letters to House 
leaders: Speaker Newt Gingrich (R-
Ga.), Majority Leader Richard Armey 
(R-Texas), and Minority Leader Rich­
ard Gephardt (D-Mo.) (U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 
20515); and Senate leaders: Majority 
Leader Bob Dole (R-Kans.), Assistant 
Majority Leader Trent Lott (R-Miss.), 
and Minority Leader Thomas Daschle 
(D-S.Dak) (U.S. Senate, Washington, 
DC 20510). 
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BY YVETTE LA PIERRE 

D I V I D E D 
Over Voyageurs 

Voyageurs National Park is at the heart of a debate between locals 

who want to increase snowmobile and other motorized use and those who 
want to maintain a balance between recreation and wilderness. 

VOYAGEURS NATIONAL PARK is 

named for the colorful 
French-Canadian trap­
pers who sang, paddled, 
and portaged through 

this country of forests and lakes along 
the Minnesota-Canadian border two 
centuries ago.The park, little changed 
from the days the voyageurs traveled 
their trade routes, contains 30 lakes, 
hundreds of beaver ponds, 900 islands, 
and the largest virgin pine stands and 
one of the last remaining populations 
of endangered eastern timber wolves 
in the lower 48 states. 

Voyageurs protects a unique area 
called an "ecotone," where the great 
boreal forests of Canada meet the hard­
woods farther south. Most of the other 
ecotones along the boreal-hardwood 
line have long since been logged or 
cleared, but Voyageurs remains rela­
tively intact. Scientists carefully study 

ecotones to monitor the effects of glo­
bal climate change on natural commu­
nities. At the heart of the park is the 
spectacular Kabetogama Peninsula, a 
100,000-acre area that the National 
Park Service has recommended for wil­
derness designation. 

Last March, bowing to strong pres­
sure from motorized recreation inter­
ests, Minnesota State Sen. Bob Lessard 
(D-International Falls) testified before 
the House Committee on Resources in 
Washington, D.C., that Voyageurs, 
Minnesota's only national park, be 
downgraded to a national recreation 
area or given to the state or counties 
to manage. That move could open the 
areas to more motorized vehicle use, 
logging, mining, hunting, and other 
destructive activities. 

Shortly thereafter. Rep. Jim Oberstar 
(D-Minn.), whose Eighth District in­
cludes the park, introduced what he 

called a "compromise" bill that would 
forbid any wilderness designation in 
the park and open up 90 percent of 
the park to snowmobiling, notwith­
standing any provision of law, includ­
ing the Endangered Species Act. 

"Congressman Oberstar didn't con­
sult any environmental groups before 
introducing his bill," says Lori Nelson, 
NPCA's Heartland regional director. 
"He tried to get NPCA, the Park Ser­
vice, and other environmental groups 
to jump on board by saying that if you 
don't support his bill, there will be a 
worse bill that will make more drastic 
changes." 

Oberstar, who worked as a legisla­
tive aide to former Rep. John Blatnik, 
the sponsor of the bill establishing 
Voyageurs, claims that management 
has over-emphasized wilderness at the 
expense of recreation and that his bill, 
H.R. 1310, would return the park to 

Locals want to expand snowmobile access at Voyageurs to 90 percent of the park, including the Kabetogama Peninsula. 
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VOYAGEURS Continued 

its "original purpose." 
"One of the difficulties is that when 

a piece of legislation is developed, 
there are a lot of different opinions ex­
pressed in the process," saysVoyageurs 
Superintendent Barbara West. "What 
we have to be bound by is the plain 
language of the statute." 

Voyageurs National Park was autho­
rized by Congress in 1971 to "preserve 
for the inspiration and enjoyment of 
present and future generations the 
outstanding scenery, geological con­
ditions, and waterway system which 
constituted a part of the historic route 
of the Voyageurs who contributed to 
the opening of the Northwestern 
United States." The legislation recog­
nized that preservation and recreation 
were not mutually exclusive goals but 
put the emphasis on wilderness pro­
tection, especially along the near-pris­
tine Kabetogama Peninsula, the quin­
tessence of this remote park. 

"...Motor vehicles will be entirely 
prohibited on the [Kabetogama] Pen­
insula," Blatnik wrote in a September 
1974 issue of National Parks and Conserva­
tion Magazine. Despite this clear statement 
by the bill's author,Voyageurs has been 
plagued by controversy throughout its 
20-year history. NPCA and other envi­
ronmental groups would like to see the 
peninsula designated wilderness and 
made off-limits to snowmobilers, but 
many locals are opposed to any restric­
tions on their use of the park. (In com­

pliance with a 1992 court order, the 
Park Service is managing Kabetogama 
Peninsula as wilderness except for a 
nonwilderness corridor, where snow-
mobiling is permitted.) 

"Local opposition is stronger here 
than at most parks," says West, who 
walked into the middle of the contro­
versy when she became superinten­
dent last June. "I've never encountered 
anything like it." Eight local groups— 
some with connections to Western and 
Washington, D.C.-based Wise Use 
groups—joined to form the Greater 
Northland Coalition, which has re­
cently stepped up its opposition to fed­
eral management of Voyageurs. This 
campaign resulted in a joint congres­
sional hearing on the future manage­
ment of the two public areas. Sen. Rod 
Grams (R-Minn.) requested the hear­
ing to discuss "concerns about federal 
land-use restrictions" at the park, such 
as those that limit snowmobiling. Ac­
cording to Nelson, the political climate 
is ripe for congressional consideration 
of any agendas promoted by local spe­
cial interest groups that want to redi­
rect the management of national parks. 

The hearing was held on August 18 
in International Falls, the community 
adjacent to the park, on the assump­
tion that local input is most important. 
The panels, therefore, consisted of lo­
cal government officials, Minnesotans 
(primarily those who live near the 
park), federal agency representatives, 
all four members of the Minnesota 
congressional delegation, and Rep. 

James Hansen (R-Utah), chairman of 
the House subcommittee.The hearing 
focused on four main areas of conten­
tion: economics, increased motorized 
use, restrictions on other uses, and the 
call for more local control. 

LOCAL GROUPS ARGUE that tour-
ism has not reached its po­
tential since the park was 
established because of re­
strictions on motorized use. 

Minnesota Department of Tourism 
data, however, indicate that use has 
nearly doubled since Voyageurs Na­
tional Park was established. A recent 
independent public opinion survey of 
Minnesota citizens commissioned by 
NPCA found that more than half of 
those polled would be less likely to visit 
the park if motorized use were in­
creased. Another recent poll by the 
Minneapolis-based Star Tribune and 
WCCO-TV indicated that a majority of 
Minnesotans do not favor easing re­
strictions on motorized vehicle access 
or limiting wilderness designations in 
the park or the Boundary Waters. Cur­
rently, Voyageurs produces $20 million 
in revenues for the local economy in 
return for an annual budgetary invest­
ment of $2.3 million. 

Oberstar and park opponents argue 
that Voyageurs has become a "single 
use" park, favoring wilderness protec­
tion over snowmobiling, but Voyageurs 
already has more area open to snow­
mobiling than any other national park. 
Snowmobilers have access to 78,000 
acres of frozen lake surfaces and 120 
miles of overland trails—more than 
one-third of the park—compared with 
the park's 4.5 miles of hiking trails and 
15 miles of cross-country ski trails. 
Oberstar's bill would expand snowmo­
bile access to about 90 percent of the 
park, including the Kabetogama Pen­
insula. Increased numbers of snowmo­
biles, which are among the noisiest 
and most polluting of any vehicle, 
would seriously threaten park wildlife, 
which includes about 45 free-ranging 
eastern timber wolves, bald eagles, 

AT RIGHT: Snake grass and water lilies 
adorn one of the park's many ponds. 
More than one-third of the total area 
of Voyageurs is covered by water. 
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VOYAGEURS Continued 

bears, moose, ospreys, loons, beavers, 
and more. According to one study, 
1,000 snowmobiles emit the same 
amount of nitrous oxide and other 
pollutants as 1.7 million autos. 

In the hearing, Sen. Grams sug­
gested that the Park Service has unnec­
essarily restricted local access to the 
park and that Superintendent West was 
ignoring local concerns. Use of the 
park, however, could hardly be less 
restrictive—there are no fees for en­
trance to the park or for camping. In 
addition, West says that since she be­
came superintendent she has been 
meeting with local businesspeople, 
officials, and residents to discuss park 
management. 

But West admits that the standard 
method of managing a national park 
does not seem to be working in north­
ern Minnesota and that the Park Ser­
vice must find new ways of working 
with local people. "We're starting on 
a new process where we're going to 
conduct citizen forums on issues re­
lated to the park," she says. 

During the hearing, Rep. Bruce 
Vento was the only member of the con­
gressional delegation to clearly support 
the park, calling for stronger protec­
tion and the need for wild places. He 
concluded that national parks are "the 
crown jewels of this country; let's not 
turn Voyageurs into a rhinestone." 

IT is WIDELY BELIEVED that Wise Use 
groups and politicians in favor 
of dismantling the park system 
are closely monitoring this 
case. "The Voyageurs case is 

probably going to be a test balloon for 
downsizing of the National Park Sys­
tem," Nelson says. "If the House and 
Senate committees seem to think 
there's some sizable segment of pub­
lic opinion that management of parks 
should be changed, they might look 
for other parks where citizens have al­
legedly been 'wronged by the park.'" 

That balloon, however, seems to 
have popped. Opposit ion groups 
claimed they would fill the August 
hear ing wi th 5 ,000 people and 
stepped up their rhetoric before the 
hearing. The Greater Northland Coali­

tion ran a four-page ad in the newspa­
per a week before the hearing that 
portrayed NPS as "nothing more than 
a front organization" for environmen­
tal groups and accused it of being "an 
armed federal police force" that of­
fends park users "when rangers pull 
up to their recreational vehicle or 
campsite brandishing their guns." 

This inflammatory language may 
have backfired, as only about 1,000 
people showed up for the hearing, and 
approximately one-third of those were 
wilderness supporters. "We had a 
stronger showing than anyone antici-

National parks are 
our "crown jewels.. . ; 

let's not turn Voyageurs 
into a rhinestone." 

pated," Nelson said. "I think the sub­
committee was surprised by the level 
of support for the park, even in the 
park's backyard." 

Arguing that the fate of a national 
park should not be decided solely by 
local op in ion , NPCA and others 
pushed for and finally were granted a 
hearing on October 28 in Minneapo­
lis/St. Paul, where there is a strong base 
of support for the park. An estimated 
1,500 people attended the hearing, 
and this time wilderness advocates out­
numbered the opposition two to one. 
In his statement supporting wilderness 
preservation, Vento cited the survey by 
NPCA—which, among other things, 
found that 82 percent of Minnesotans 
contacted want wilderness maintained 
at its present level or increased—and asked 
that it be included in the record. 

Oberstar continued his attack on the 
management ofVoyageurs and said that 
he plans to introduce legislation to set 
up a federal management council con­
sisting primarily of local representa­
tives who will work with the Park Ser­
vice to manage Voyageurs. According 
to Nelson, this proposal would create 
another layer of bureaucracy and cost 
between $ 100,000 and $ 150,000 per 
year to run. In addition, a state-funded 
citizens council on the park already 

exists. "NPCA would support an advi­
sory commission, but not one that 
would have direct management re­
sponsibilities," Nelson says. "We hope 
that Oberstar will seriously consider 
an advisory commission as an alterna­
tive to the management council. Oth­
erwise, we're prepared to fight it." 

Though the relatively poor show­
ing of local people opposed to federal 
management of the park may have 
saved Voyageurs from deauthorization 
or even downgrading, the Oberstar bill 
is still a very real threat. If it passes, 
one of America's premier wilderness 
parks will be a national park in name 
only, and a dangerous precedent will 
be set to manage national parks exclu­
sively for the whims of local inter­
ests—at the expense of resource pro­
tection and enjoyment for all visitors. 

It may seem strange that park op­
ponents and the Wise Use Movement 
have chosen little-known Voyageurs to 
begin the campaign against national 
parks, but Nelson identifies a number 
of points that make the Minnesota park 
a logical place to start. 

"First, you have a politically well-
connected group that has access to 
Congress. They have an emotional ap­
peal on their side—many locals are 
hostile because of feelings of lost in­
dependence and subservience to fed­
eral control. And because it's remote 
and far removed from a large environ­
mental constituency, the park is vul­
nerable," Nelson explains. "Also, 
there's an element of surprise: you'd 
expect this in the West. But this group 
has been mobilized for a long time to 
fight the park." 

YVETTE LA PIERRE is a free-lance writer 
in Grand Forks, North Dakota, and a fre­
quent visitor to northern Minnesota's lake 
country. 

i&TAKE A C T I O N : Help maintain 
the balance between wilderness and 
recreation at Voyageurs. Wr i te to 
Reps. Hansen, Vento, and the Min­
nesota delegation (Rep. Oberstar 
and Sens.Wellstone and Grams) and 
voice your opposition to H. R. 1310. 
(U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515; U.S. Sen­
ate, Washington, DC 20510). 
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In Defense of the BY JIM WOOLF 

METROPOLITAN 

MOSAIC 
The park closure bill threatened to eliminate many recreational and cultural 

sites that reflect our nation's diverse history. Although the legislation has been 

defeated for now, the debate about the importance of these parks continues. 

Naturalists and inner-city youngsters are attracted to Gateway's beaches. 

I F YOUR SUMMER VACATION typically in­

cludes a family trip to Yellowstone, 
Grand Canyon, or another West­
ern national park, chances are 
good you are white and middle 

or upper class. 
Surveys of visitors to the large West­

ern parks confirm what is obvious to even 

the casual observer: The vast majority of 
people gathered at scenic overlooks, hik­
ing the trails, or maneuvering their camp­
ers and minivans along winding park 
roads are the same color. 

African Americans, Asians, Latinos, and 
members of other racial groups use these 
wilderness parks, but in numbers far less 
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URBAN PARKS Continued 

than would be expected based on their 
percentage of the total population. 
They, as well as low-income visitors, 
are common only in the urban parks, 
such as Golden Gate National Recre­
ation Area in San Francisco and Gate­
way National Recreation Area along the 
New York-New Jersey coast. 

This situation put an uncomfortable 
racial twist on a bill—defeated in the 
House by a vote of 23 1 to 180, resur­
rected as part of the budget reconcili­
ation bill, and then killed again—that 
would have established an independent 
commission to recommend which 
units of the park system should be 
closed.The plan was to turn over "non­
essential" areas to state or local gov­
ernments or private entrepreneurs. 

The bill—just one of a dozen pieces 
of legislation taking aim at the national 
parks during the last session of Con­
gress—exempted from review the 54 
sites designated as national parks, 
which included the large Western 
parks, leaving the urban recreation ar­
eas and historic sites most often used 
by minorities and low-income resi­
dents vulnerable to closure. 

Due in large part to the efforts of 
NPCA and its members, the bill was 
killed this session, but many believe it 
will be resurrected again in a differ­
ent, possibly less offensive, form. If ap­
proved, the legislation has the poten­
tial to pit minorities against whites, 
and urban residents against the rest of 
the country. "It has nothing to do with 
attacking particular segments of soci­
ety," says Steve Hodapp, an aide to Rep. 
Jim Hansen (R-Utah), chairman of the 
House Subcommittee on National 
Parks, Forests and Lands and a leading 
advocate of the bill. 

Hodapp says he has seen no data to 
verify that racial differences exist in 
visitors to urban and rural parks, but 
adds: "Even if that is the case, the ques­
tion still remains if it is the job of the 
federal government to run city parks 
in the major cities of this country." 
Hansen, who during the last session 
of Congress became a standard-bearer 
for anti-park legislation, repeatedly 
focused on urban parks when discuss­
ing the need for a review commission. 

He recently asked whether Americans 
want to continue "to spend limited 
federal dollars parking cars for con­
certs at an outdoor amphitheater in 
suburban Virginia, or to fund city 
beaches in New York and San Fran­
cisco, or for historic re-creations with 
little or no historic value." 

Before the bill was finally killed, its 
contents gave rise to an interesting 
debate concerning the importance of 
urban parks and historic areas to the 

Urban parks offer an 

inexpensive recreation 

alternative for people who 

cannot afford to "drive 

the Lexus to Glacier" 

for a vacation. 

National Park System and the reasons 
behind the racial imbalance in the 
Western parks. 

Roger Kennedy, director of the Na­
tional Park Service (NPS), says urban 
parks are "important to the national 
park idea."They provide a handy place 
for city dwellers to escape the daily 
routine and "get together rather than 
going to the other side of the street to 
avoid each other." They also offer an 
inexpensive recreation alternative for 
people who cannot afford to "drive the 
Lexus to Glacier" for a vacation. 

T
WO FACTORS EXPLAIN w h y SO 

few minorities use the 
large Western parks, says 
William Kornblum, head 
of the Center for Urban 

Research at City University of New 
York's graduate school. Most important 
is money. America's minority groups 
are concentrated in urban areas, and it 
costs a lot for a family from Chicago, 
New York, or Atlanta to load the kids 
in the car for a two-week vacation to 
places such as Zion, Bryce Canyon, 
Mesa Verde, and Grand Canyon na­
tional parks. Low-income families can­
not afford it. 

Even when they have the money, 
Kornblum's studies show, African 

Americans and Latinos are less likely 
to visit Western parks than their white 
counterparts. "It's explained by a dif­
ference in perception of what the trip 
will be like, and what will be a plea­
surable kind of experience for the fam­
ily," says Kornblum. 

Minorities who have lived their en­
tire lives in an urban area often are 
uncomfortable with the prospect of a 
long drive through mainly white and 
rural middle America, he says, adding 
that such concerns are heightened by 
events such as the recent bombing in 
Oklahoma City, allegedly by right-
wing militants.The Park Service's over­
whelmingly white workforce is an­
other factor that discourages minority 
visitors, says Ray Hutchison, chairman 
of urban and regional studies at the 
University ofWisconsin, Green Bay. 

"One thing that a bunch of research 
shows is that if you have people of dif­
ferent races and ethnic groups work­
ing at a facility, nonwhite visitors feel 
more comfortable," he says. An Afri­
can-American couple entering the av­
erage Western park would feel much 
like a white couple walking into a 
room filled with black people, says 
Hutchison. "It's just a sign that you 
don't belong." 

Kennedy says many of the white 
visitors to Western parks are following 
a "North Sea tradition" of traveling to 
distant natural areas for their vacations. 
Immigrants from England and north­
ern Europe carried this concept to the 
United States. This tradition was 
handed down to Kennedy by his 
grandparents, who made special trips 
to wild areas to camp and hunt. Such 
family experiences help define what a 
vacation is like and which areas are 
most desirable to visit. 

New immigrants from Africa, 
southern Europe, Southeast Asia, and 
Latin America have equally strong tra­
ditions of holding family and clan 
gatherings in village squares, city 
parks, and orchards closer to home, 
he says. "Any little poverty-stricken 
Sicilian village will have a common 
space—a place where people come 
together." Rather than take steps to 
eliminate urban parks, he says, Amer­
ica should be developing many more 
of them. "We need to have a much 
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Visitors to Alcatraz, part of Golden Gate NRA in San Francisco, reflect the racial and ethnic mix of the Bay area. 

wider variety of places to go to because 
we are a more various people....We 
have to make room in public policy as 
well as room.. .for people who have a 
different set of uses for public spaces." 

Eileen Woodford, Northeast regional 
director for NPCA, says another aspect 
of the park-review bill that had "racial 
overtones" was the idea of closing 
some of the small historic parks that 
"represent the broader base of Ameri­
can history." 

"History is a very expansive topic," 
she says. "When you have a country as 
geographically, ethnically, racially, eco­
nomically, socially, and culturally di­
verse as the United States, you will have 
a lot of places that reflect that very rich 
texture of history." 

Some parts of that history are well 
represented in the National Park Sys­
tem, but others are only now begin­
ning to be recognized. "African-
American history is an example. So is 
women's history and the history of 
Native Americans," she says. 

Woodford fears the few parks tell­

ing this nontraditional story of Ameri­
can history would be particularly 
threatened by a park-review bill. Clos­
ing these sites, she says, would "cut 
off a portion of our history" that de­
serves to be recognized. 

Iantha Gantt, NPCA's cultural diver­
sity director, agrees with Woodford. 
She says that people tend not to un­
derstand how much a part of the Na­
tional Park System cultural and histori­
cal parks are. Places such as Frederick 
Douglass National Historic Site in 
Washington, D C , which has impor­
tance to both the aboli t ion and 
women's rights movements, would be 
vulnerable to closure, in part because 
they are in poor neighborhoods. 

Statue of Liberty National Memo­
rial, another urban park, includes Ellis 
Island, the nation's only museum de­
voted entirely to telling the story of 
immigration. Nearly 15 million immi­
grants—mostly Southern and Eastern 
Europeans—were processed through 
this station. "These sites are important 
to the nation's history. We should keep 

them because when we forget who we 
are, we forget where we are going," 
says Gantt. 

U RBAN PARKS, in addition 
to drawing minority 
and low-income visi­
tors, also harbor en­
dangered species of 

plants and animals. Howard Levitt, 
chief of interpretation at Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area, says Golden 
Gate is much more than the "city 
beach" described by Hansen. "It would 
be absolutely wrong to characterize the 
beaches, forests, uplands, open spaces, 
and historical resources as a city park," 
he says. "We have more rare and en­
dangered plant and animal species than 
almost any other park in the National 
Park System, and more historic struc­
tures than any other park in the coun­
try." 

In addition, Levitt says, a truly di­
verse group of visitors can be found at 
the various units of the San Francisco-
area park. "We had a study done in 
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Martin Luther King's birth home would have been among the vulnerable sites. 

URBAN PARKS Continued 

1990 at Muir Woods National Monu­
ment [a redwood forest located about 
12 miles from downtown San Fran­
cisco that is administered by Golden 
Gate NRA]. Of the 1.6 million visitors, 
20 percent were [foreign visitors]— 
primarily from Germany and the 
United Kingdom. Of the U.S. citizens, 
30 percent were from California, 6 
percent from Florida and New York, 
and the rest from other states," says 
Levitt. 

Local visitors reflect the great racial 
and ethnic diversity of the six million 
people living in the San Francisco Bay 
area, he says. That diversity is boosted 
with "interpretive programs" aimed at 
school districts with large minority 
populations in San Francisco, Oakland, 
and Sacramento. "We introduce them 
to the historical and natural resources 
of this area. Typically, we allow the 
youngsters to roll up their sleeves and 
pitch in," says Levitt. "Some of these 
kids, even though they live right in this 
urban area, never get to the park," says 
Chris Powell, spokeswoman for Gold­
en Gate. "They are going for a walk on 
the beach for the first time." 

Besides Muir Woods, Golden Gate 
also includes the old prison on Alcatraz 
Island, the historic Presidio military 
base, and the beaches and headlands 
along the Pacific coast. 

A presidential commission, initiated 
by former President Ronald Reagan, 
studied outdoor recreation and con­
cluded that urban parks are vital for 
the well-being of city residents, re­
gardless of their racial or ethnic back­
ground. The commission's report, in­
cluded in the book Americans Outdoors: 
the Legacy, the Challenge, says: 

"By the year 2000, eighty percent 
of Americans will live in metropolitan 
areas. Those of us who do will espe­
cially need access to the great outdoors; 
in concrete deserts we lose touch with 
the real world of trees, birds, small 
mammals, and plant life. We each need 
outdoor recreation opportunities close 
to home, where they can be part of 
our daily lives." 

JIM WOOLF is a reporter for The Salt Lake 
Tribune. 
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F O R U M 

A Rallying (ry 
NPCA has launched the Save Our National Parks 

Campaign and urges citizens nationwide to participate. 

BY CAROL ATEN 

T
HIS PAST YEAR was a frightening one 
for parks. Not since the 1940s, 
when Congress tried to open the 
national parks to logging and 
mineral extraction, have these na­

tional treasures been viewed as both 
exploitable and expendable.The list of 
proposed bad legislation seemed to go 
on and on. During this session, just 
the first round in the 
104th Congress, at least 
a dozen separate legisla­
tive initiatives threatened 
parks with reduction or 
removal from the park 
system or would have 
impaired the Park Ser­
vice's ability to manage 
and preserve these areas. 

The biggest threat 
came from H.R. 260, 
legislation that would 
have established a com­
mission to close or trans­
fer up to 3 15 of the 369 
park units in the National 
Park System.The bill's at­
tempts to remove "non­
essential" parks as a cost-saving mea­
sure set the tone for the first half of 
the 104th Congress. The life of this leg­
islation presents a good example not 
only of what kinds of threats the parks 
face from ill-conceived legislation, but 
how this Congress operates. 

In September, H.R. 260 was 
brought to the House floor for a vote 
under suspension of the rules—a pro-

CAROL ATEN. senior vice president 
of NPCA, chairs the Save Our Na­
tional Parks Campaign team. 

cedure that limits debate, does not al­
low amendments, and requires a two-
thirds vote to pass. The bill was de­
feated 231 to 180. Hours later, Rep. 
James Hansen (R-Utah) and Rep. Don 
Young (R-Alaska) slipped the legisla­
tion into the budget reconciliation 
package, along with a version of the 
concessions legislation that would not 

only continue the monopolies, but 
extend this method of operation to 
other federal lands. Their action denied 
the will of the House and killed any 
meaningful consideration of conces­
sions reform, something NPCA has 
been championing for the past six 
years. After much pressure from NPCA 
and its members , H.R. 260 was 
dropped from the reconciliation pack­
age. But this bill is bound to reappear. 

Congress also considered bills that 
would reduce the authorized bound­
aries of Shenandoah National Park and 

Richmond National Battlefield Park 
(passed in the House and awaiting con­
sideration in the Senate); open up 
Voyageurs National Park to more mo­
torized use and eliminate wilderness 
designation; increase fees to visitors 
while allowing concessioner monopo­
lies to continue reaping profits and 
paying a pittance to the federal gov­

ernment as well as re­
quire the parks to raise 
75 percent of their op­
erating costs through 
fees; open up the Arc­
tic National Wildlife 
Refuge to oil and gas 
drilling; return the 
Presidio to the Depart­
ment of Defense for 
sale as surplus prop­
erty should the Presi­
dio Trust Corporation 
fail; and supply the 
Park Service with $1 
to administer Mojave 
National Preserve, a 
park unit NPCA and 
others fought for 

more than eight years to establish. 
In addition to bad park-specific leg­

islation, Congress threatened to 
weaken the Endangered Species Act, al­
low more timber sales in old-growth 
forests, and allow logging in wilder­
ness areas ofTongass National Forest. 

I wish I could say that we can look 
for a more sympathetic agenda in the 
new year, but the same Congress is 
back in January, and if the opening 
salvos in the first session are any indi­
cation, the second portion of it will 
not be much of an improvement. 

DOUGLAS MACGREGOR 
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F O R U M c o n t i n u e d 

If the climate does not improve, we 
cannot afford to sit idly by. Poll after 
poll shows that the American people 
value the environmental protections 
that have been in place for decades— 
legislation mandating clean water, 
clean air, toxic waste clean-up, wet­
land protection, and others. But many 
in leadership roles in this Congress are 
not listening. They either do not un­
derstand or do not care that they are 
not representing the environmental 
views of the American people. They 
seem more interested in helping busi­
ness than in protecting our resources 
and our health. NPCA and its 70-
member staff will continue working 
to protect the parks, but we need your 
help. And getting that help is a key 
piece of our campaign to save our na­
tional parks. 

The anti-park sentiment in Con­
gress is not going to go away quickly, 
and the grassroots is the key to suc­
cess in this political environment. 
NPCA's staff has pulled out all the stops 
to activate citizen leadership for parks. 
Rather than rely solely on the tradi­
tional tack of building park champi­
ons in Congress, we are bolstering our 
forces by turning to citizen leaders to 
help us protect our most precious ar­
eas. All of us need to understand that 
our specially loved parks are not im­
mune to this anti-park, anti-public 
lands sentiment. It can be stopped 
with an active cadre of people who 
can be heard above the din. 

In addition to enlisting the help of 
citizens who care about the parks, we 
are changing the way we operate. 
NPCA's staff is a diverse one with 
mixed talents and with a level of en­
ergy and commitment to the protec­
tion of the national parks that is un­
matched. When we decided to look at 
ways to become more effective, the 
result was something of a reinvention 
that brought every employee of NPCA 
into the fight. 

We have created teams to develop 
ways to address legislative proposals 
and other threats. These teams have 
devised strategies that involve tried and 

true activities, such as alerts and phone 
banking. But they also suggested some 
new approaches for NPCA, such as us­
ing public service radio broadcasts to 
turn out the public for local hearings. 
We also set up a campaign team spe­
cifically to train and activate citizens 
to push for important national park 
legislation, block legislation damag­
ing to the parks, and secure enduring 
support for the National Park System. 

The response so far has been over­

whelming. With your help, we de­
feated H.R. 260, not once, but twice. 
You turned out at field hearings on 
Voyageurs to send a strong message 
of support for the natural values of the 
national park. You helped convince 
President Clinton to veto the Interior 
Appropriations bill, because it did not 
contain funding for Mojave National 
Preserve. You wrote letters and made 
phone calls supporting real conces­
sions reform. You have demonstrated 
what citizens can accomplish. 

Behind the establishment of virtu­
ally every national park was a citizen 
or group of citizens working tirelessly, 
sometimes for years, to see that a spe­
cial place was protected for future gen­
erations. Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
was among the most legendary. She 
was instrumental in the creation of 
Everglades National Park. Her efforts 
inspired us to name our Citizen Con­

servationist of the Year Award for her. 
Each year, NPCA recognizes an indi­
vidual who has made an outstanding 
effort for a park or a proposed unit of 
the National Park System. In 1995, 
Pinkie Lemon of Richmond, Virginia, 
was recognized for her work to pro­
tect Richmond National Battlefield 
Park and Maggie L. Walker National 
Historic Site. 

We cannot all be a Marjory Stone-
man Douglas or a Pinkie Lemon, but 
we can show our appreciation for 
them and others like them by ensur­
ing that their efforts are not in vain. 
We can collectively be "Citizens Pro­
tecting America's Parks," as NPCA's 
slogan declares. It involves taking ac­
tion at a time when your voice can 
make a difference. 

How can you help? When legisla­
tion or other actions that could harm 
the parks are proposed by a represen­
tative or senator, we need you to write 
or call your members of Congress; 
meet with them when they are in your 
district; write letters to the editor; turn 
out for field hearings; be active and 
involved in local park friends groups; 
get on our park activist list; and re­
ceive The ParkWatcher, our activists' 
newsletter; or, for those with access 
to a computer on-line service, check 
NPCA's World Wide Web ( h t t p : / / 
www.npca.org/npca/) site for park-
related information. 

You can help by joining the Park 
Activist Network, which consists of 
three different groups: Park Watchers, 
Park Activists, and Park Support 
Groups. If you want to become part 
of a phone, fax, or e-mail tree, you 
can help spread the word when time 
is of the essence. One of our goals is 
to have a tree for every key congres­
sional district. We could use your help 
in identifying other groups that might 
be allies in fighting for park issues. We 
need all of you. Please join the Save 
Our National Parks Campaign.You can 
make all the difference. To sign up to 
help us in our efforts to save the na­
tional parks, please call 1-800-628-
7275, extension 229. ^ 
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NPCA 
prepares 

to launch 
AOL site 

Early in 1996, NPCA will 
expand its online activities. 
America Online (AOL) has 
been chosen for the NPCA site 
dedicated to America's national parks. 
The site will provide: 
• late-breaking park news 
• easy access to national park info 
• award-winning bimonthly National 

Parks magazine 
• special park events such as Earth Day 

March for Parks 
• a place to discuss national park 

issues, including an AOL forum and 
easy connection to the Internet's 
rec.national.parks newsgroup 

• NPCA membership services, includ­
ing change of address, gift member­
ships, help with subscription 
concerns 

• NPCA fact sheets and testimony 
regarding important national park 
issues 

• direct connection to NPCA's site on 
the World Wide Web 

AOL Memberships Support the Parks 

Members' use of the national parks area 
on AOL will help support NPCA's 
educational efforts. 

Easy Web Access 

AOL makes it easy for users to access 
the World Wide Web. Through the 
America's National Parks site, users 
will have immediate access to AOL's web 
browser software and NPCA's web site, 
which provides the latest information 
about the parks, links to National Park 
Service information about the parks, as 
well as numerous locations providing 
detailed information on specific parks. 

* * * 

For more information about the 
upcoming AOL site or about our Web 
site, send e-mail to: 

natparksuv aol.com 

npca(fl npca.org 

* * * 

NPCA members can try AOL free for 
ten hours by acquiring an AOL start­
up kit. Call 1-800-NAT-PARK [628-
7275] and request NPCA's AOL kit. 
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MARCH FOR PARKS 
CELEBRATES 26™ ANNIVERSARY 

OF EARTH DAY 

Volunteers needed to organize events in 
national, state, and city parks—FREE materials available! 

N P C A ' s SEVENTH ANNUAL 
March for Parks will be 
the nation's largest walking 

event for parks and open spaces. Held 
in conjunction with Earth Day, March 
lor Parks raises awareness of park prob­
lems and funds for park projects across 
the country. More than 1,000 marches 
are expected to be organized to help 
celebrate the 26th anniversary of Earth 
Day on April 22, 1996. 

NPCA encourages people with an 
interest in preserving or restoring a park 
in their community to organize a march 
sometime on Earth Day weekend, April 
19-22, 1996. One hundred percent of 

the proceeds from each march will stay 
in the local community, to be donated 
to a national, state, or local park. 

To support each march, NPCA will 
provide, free of charge: 
• A comprehensive guidebook on how 
to organize a local march; 
• A Teacher's Guide for events focused 
on children; 
• A sample brochure/pledge form for 
walkers; 
A March for Parks posters and signs; 
A Sample press releases, PSAs, and logo 
sheets; 
A Certificates of Appreciation for walk­
ers; 
A A toll-free number for advice and 
answers to your questions. 

For free March for Parks materials, fax a signed copy of this form to: 202-659-0650. Or mail to NPCA, March for Parks, 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. For more information, call 1-800-NAT-PARK (x225). E-mail: 
mrchparks@aol.com. 

Name: 

Organization:. 

UPS Address: 

City/State/Zip:_ 

E-mail address: Phone: ( ) _ 

L) Send Teacher's Guide 

Name of Park: 

$ Goal: 

Member: • American Volkssport Assoc. 

Type: 

• NRPA • National Tree Trust 

# marchers planned: 

Funds will be used to . 

Date of March: • April 19 • April 20 • April 21 • April 22 

"I agree to hold a March for Parks on Earth Day weekend (April 19-22, 1996), using the official March for Parks logo and all 
national sponsor logos on all printed materials. I will accept local sponsorship only from companies that are not in conflict with 
national sponsors. I will donate all ot the net proceeds from my march to the public park of my choice. I will send results, 
photos, and other information to NPCA after my event is completed." 

Signature:. Date:. 

mailto:mrchparks@aol.com
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Parks in Small 
Packages 
• In cooperation with 
NPCA, Abbeville Press has 
introduced a new Tiny 
Folio series featuring the 
national parks. The books 
take the best elements of a 
coffee table book—beauti­
ful photographs, insightful 
text, quality paper and 
printing—and pack them 
into a tiny volume that 
measures only about four 
inches square. 

Everglades and Yellowstone 
are the first titles available 
in the series. Each volume 
includes prefatory remarks 
by NPCA President Paul C. 
Pritchard and an introduc­
tion with information on 
the park's history and ecol­
ogy. Both books feature 
more than 250 color pho­
tographs including land­
scapes and studies of wild­
life and plants found in the 
park. Color maps identify 
the park's major landforms 
and features and provide 
suggested routes for tour­
ing the park. 

The next volume in the 
series, Yosemite, is scheduled 
for publication in April. 
The Tiny Folios, $11.95 
each, are available at book­
stores, including those in 
national parks. Order di­
rectly from Abbeville Press 
by calling 1-800-ART-
BOOK (1-800-278-2665). 
A portion of the proceeds 

from each title will benefit 
NPCA's park protection 
programs. 

NPCA Honors 
• This fall NPCA honored 
three individuals for their 
commitment to the Na­
tional Park System and 
their accomplishments on 
behalf of the parks. 

In October, NPCA pre­
sented an Honor Award to 
Judy Johnson, former 
president of the Commit­
tee to Preserve Assateague. 
Johnson, a co-founder of 
the organization (now 
known as the Assateague 
Coastal Trust), was hon­
ored for her lifelong ef­
forts on behalf of Assa­
teague Island National 
Seashore in Maryland. 
After recognizing Johnson 
as the Conservationist of 
the Year for 1981, and 
inspired by her successes 
with the Committee to 
Preserve Assateague, NPCA 
inaugurated its Park 
Watcher program. Johnson 
and her organization be­
came charter members of 
the network, which has 
grown to include more 
than 700 individuals and 
organizations monitoring 
parks nationwide. 

A second Honor Award 
was presented to Mike 
Synar (D), former member 
of Congress from Okla­
homa. During his 16 years 

in the House, Synar advo­
cated and passed signifi­
cant legislation that has 
had a lasting impact on the 
National Park System. In 
1980, Synar supported the 
Alaska National Interest 
Lands Conservation Act 
(ANILCA), hailed as the 
conservation vote of the 
century. ANILCA desig­
nated 40 million acres of 
Alaska lands as national 
parks, more than doubling 
the acreage protected by 
the National Park Service. 
During the 1990 reautho­
rization of the Clean Air 
Act, Synar introduced 
amendments to raise vis­
ibility standards in national 
parks. 

NPCA also recently rec­
ognized Sen. Dianne 
Feinstein (D-Calif.) with a 
Legislative Achievement 
Award for her leadership 
on the California Desert 
Protection Act and her 
continuing commitment to 
national parklands in the 
California desert. Feinstein 
sponsored the legislation 
that established Mojave 
National Preserve and ex­
panded and redesignated 
Death Valley and Joshua 
Tree national parks—one 
of few environmental vic­
tories in the 103rd Con­
gress. Despite recent efforts 
to undo the accomplish­
ments of the California 
desert legislation—the 
House has approved a 

measure allowing the Park 
Service only $ 1 to manage 
Mojave—Feinstein remains 
a steadfast champion of the 
desert parks and an advo­
cate for a realistic budget 
for Mojave. 

Park 
Impressions 
• Bring the beauty and 
grandeur of the national 
parks into your home—at 
the same time you will be 
doing your part to protect 
and enhance the legacy of 
our National Park System. 
In cooperation with 
Nature's Lasting Impres­
sions, Inc., NPCA presents 
a limited-edition print 
series of the national parks 
by artist David Harbur. 
Harbur bases his detailed 
and lifelike paintings on 
his travels and photographs 
of the parks. 

The first two images in 
the series are Solitude, a 
rendering of Rocky Moun­
tain National Park, and Fire 
and Ice, a moonlit landscape 
of Denali National Park. 
Harbur plans to expand the 
series to include each of 
the 54 "national parks." A 
portion of the proceeds 
from each print sold will 
assist NPCA in its efforts to 
preserve our parks. For 
more information about 
Harbur's national parks 
series, turn to page 13. 
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NPCA NOTES 

Building a 
Park Network 
• Representatives of NPCA 
participated in two confer­
ences this fall that have 
helped to foster relation­
ships among the many 
local and national organi­
zations and agencies work­
ing on behalf of our na­
tional parks. The Partner­
ship Conference, spon­
sored by the National Park 
Service, the National Park 
Foundation, and NPCA, 
was held in mid-October 
inTamiment, Pennsylvania, 
near Delaware Water Gap 
National Recreation Area. 
The priority of the confer­
ence was training park 
leaders and citizens in the 
skills necessary to improve 
partnerships between the 
public and private sectors. 

United by the principle 
that each organization 
offers part of the vision, 
wisdom, and action 
needed to create an effec­
tive coalition for the parks, 
core leaders met again in 
late October for a Park 
Summit in Greenbelt Park 
near Washington, D.C. The 
summit established a foun­
dation for continuing 
communication among 
local and national organi­
zations, emphasizing the 
need to share skills and 
information. Participants 
set priorities for action 
steps, calling for a national 
network of park organiza­
tions based on cooperation 
and collaboration at the 
regional level. NPCA will 
continue to sponsor and 
cosponsor national and 
regional meetings aimed at 
network building. 

NPCA on 
America Online 
• NPCA is scheduled to 
open a site dedicated to the 
national parks and NPCA 
on America Online in 
January. When the "Amer­
ica's National Parks" site is 
completed, America On­
line subscribers will be 
able to access it using key­
words parks or NPCA. For 
further details about the 
site, turn to page 47. 

NPCA has added a new 
address on the Internet to 
help members take care of 
membership business with 
NPCA. The new address, 
members@npca.org, 
allows members direct 
access to NPCA's member­
ship department, enabling 
them to easily change an 
address, find the status of a 

gift membership, or in­
quire about a missing copy 
of National Parks. 

NPCA continues its 
presence on: 
CompuServe: GO NPCA 
Call 1-800-524-3388, 
representative 156, for a 
free membership kit. 
Prodigy: Use Jump: Sci­
ence BB. 

To receive e-mail alerts 
on park issues, please send 
NPCA your e-mail address 
(along with your name, 
mail address, and NPCA 
member number). 

For help getting online, 
call 202-223-6722 and ask 
for Michael McCoy at ex­
tension 119. 

e-mail: 
npca(o npca.org 

natparks(a aol.com 
World Wide Web site: 

http: / / www.npca.org/ npca/ 

LEARN THE HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL 
PARKS AND CONSERVA TION ASSOCIA TION 
Guardians of the Parks: A History of the NPCA 
The National Parks and Conservation Association has a history of keeping the National Park Service focused on 
preserving our nation's natural splendor. Now you can read that 75-year history in Guardians of the Parks by 
John C. Miles, noted environmental professor and scholar. Preservation of our national parks has always been a 
titanic struggle between those who want to preserve and those who want to exploit. This book chronicles 
NPCA's efforts — from its founding concurrently with the National Park Service to today — to ensure that the 
National Park Service remains true to its original purpose: to preserve these wild spaces as "virtually the only 
places where humans could seek and find answers to questions about nature and their relation to it." 
Guardians of the Parks is a fascinating story of not only that struggle, but the evolution of America's 
environmental consciousness. It should be read by everyone with a concern for the future of our national parks. 

Available for $29.95, $19.95 to NPCA members. tit* fa IVPCfV 

The Birth of the National 
Park Service makes an excellent 
companion piece to Guardians of the 
Parks. It is the story of Horace 
Albright, one of the National Park 
Service's key founding fathers, and 
covers the early history of the National 
Park Service. 
An author-signed copy of the The 
Birth of the National Park Service is 
available at $14.95 (hardbound), 
$9.95 (softcover). 

" TO ORDER MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 
Please send me copies of Guardian of the Parks, S29.95 (S19.95 members) 

Please send me copies of The Birth of the National Park Service, hardback, $14.95 

Please send me copies of The Birth of the National Park Service, paperback, $9.95 

Name I enclose $ 

Address 

City . State. Z ip . 

Member ID # 

Mail with your payment to: NPCA. Dept MD, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC. 20036 

50 J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y I 9 9 6 

mailto:members@npca.org
http://npca.org
http://aol.com
http://www.npca.org/


EcoOpportunities 

CAREERS 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non­
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
\ ^ Dept NP. Rt 2 Box 16. Warrens. Wl 54666 ^J 

rOUTDOOR CAREERS1 

IN CONSERVATION! 
Home study. Qualify for great 

environmental careers in conser­
vation, wildlife and natu­
ral resource programs, 
parks, zoos, and more. 

Do what you love and 
get paid for it! Taught 
one-on-one by con­
servation profes­
sionals. Free ca­
reer literature: 
send or call 24 
hours a day. —« 

CALL 800-223-4542 
Name 

Address 

City Slate Zip 

Age Phone _2 r_ 

THE SCHOOL OF 
CONSERVATION 

Dept. NNA442, 6065 Roswell Road 
PCDI, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

HEAD NORTH TO ALASKA! 
4 0 0 + summer Jobs In Denall National Park-

cooks, clerks, cleaners, raft guides, bus drivers, 
food servers, cashiers St more. Send SASE to 
Denali Park Resorts/102, 241 W. Ship Creek 

Ave.. Anchorage, AK 99S01.EOE. 

OPTICS 

FREE Binocular Buying Guide 

CALL 1-800-624-8107 
Best Prices on Bausch & Lomb, g 
Leica, Nikon, Zeiss and More! 
National Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. MN (612)546-6831 

PRODUCTS-GEAR 
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Wonderful Child Carriers & 
Children's Backpacks 

Q>. Made In the U.S.A. 

' ̂ ffifi," Sold Worldwide 
•Q JcY' -free catalogue* 

T o u g h Traveler* 
1-800-GO-TOUGH 

NATIONAL PARKS GUIDE on CD-ROM 
Contains complete visitor/activity information. 

Plan before you visit or just sit back, relax & enjoy1 

For use with Windows 3.1 or later. $ 1 4 . 9 5 

ORDER TODAY! PRICE INCLUDES SHIPPING. CA RES ADD TAX 

TEAM AMERICA 818-787-1920 VISA/MC 

(CitronclUl 
J GfNTU GlYCUNE SOAP 

NO CHEMICALS • 

SOAP AND 

S H A M P O O 
NATUIA1 lEPEUEHT 

I BAR |A.OO ppd , r \ M a l l o r d a r / V h o l a a a l t 
I PRM BROCHURE ^Sty Check, V l a a / H a s c e r 
' , K 7 B 8 8 County Rd. - 5 , Maple. PUin, M N 55359 

VJ (612) 470-3381 or (800) 329-4827 Ext. 2153 ^ 

Chili Heads' 
polartec®, hats, neck 
gaitors, headbands at 
great prices! 

Call for a free brochure 
(800) 282-8387 

RESORTS 

• M t l i T W 

& GLACIERS! 
Explore the wonders of America's 

largest National Park from the comfort 
of our first-class contemporary lodge. 

KENNIC0TT 
GLACIER LODGE 

1-800-582-5128 
Box 103940-NP. Anchorage, A K 99510 

TOURS-TRAVEL 

ALASKA DISCOVERY 

Explore the Alaska wilderness 
by sea kayak, canoe and raft with 

Alaska's premier guiding company. 
Glacier Bay, Arctic Wildlife Refuge, 
Tatshenshini River, Tongass Forest. 

No experience necessary. 
1-800-586-1911 

5449 SHAUNE DR. #4H, JUNEAU, AK 99801 

riUnsbiAMaMmtnfon-
An experience of a lifetime in pristine Katmai National \ 

Park and the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 14 people \ 
per trip. Assured bear viewing, abundant wildlife, marine life \ 

and a variety of birds. Outstanding photo 
opportunities. 

For more information, 
800-762-5634 (USA) 

907486-2628 • Faxline: 907466-5666 • P.O. Box 6630 • Kodiak. AK 99615 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature, Hiking & the Outdoors 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track; Australia's Outback. 
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO. 
_ Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara. CA 93130 

)T (805)687-7282 
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-in Alaska's newest Stale Park" 
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EcoOpportunities 
D R E A M I T . 

DO ITS 
PUT SOME MAGIC I N YOUR L I F E ! RAFT IDAHO'S M I D D L E 

FORK S A L M O N , SNAKE I N HELLS CANYON OR THEUPPER 

A M A Z O N I N EQUADOR. H I K E THE ROCKIES, TREK NEPAL 

OR BARGE THE CANALS OF FRANCE. 

ACTIVE WALKING! 
HOLIDAYS 

In a reas of na tu ra l beauty 
Weekend & Weektong, Midwest & Beyond 
Stay n BAB'S, Inns. Lodges & Small Hotels 
Hike some oi the most scene trails on Earth 

930 Wash ing ton St #1-Earth 
Evanston IL 60202-2272 

708-869-5745 

Archaeology Tours—Yampa River, D inosaur Nat ' l M o n u ­

men t , Utah/Colorado—whi te water, archaeology, spectacu­

lar scenery. Rock A r t — t o u r fasc inat ing New Mexico, A r i ­

zona, and I ' tah sites i nc lud ing Bandel ier Nat ' l Monumen t , 

Canyon de ( .h i l ly , and m o r e ! F i rs t class. Exper t guides. 

The Hrchocoloolccl Consciuoncq 
l \ \ 5 3 0 l CentralNE. It 1218 Albuquerque. 

N NM 871C8 1505) 266-1540 

BROWN BEAR 
Photography Excursions 

KATMAI NATIONAL PARK 
1-800-532-8338 

DOCKSI DETOURS 
PO Box 1503 • Homer. AK 99603 

"Call Ua For Discount Airfare to Alaska" 

GOURMET RAFT TRIPS 
BIG BEND. TAOS. ARIZONA. ALASKA 

-CONTINENTAL CUISINE, FINE WINES 
-LEGENDARY SERVICE, EXPERT GUIDES 

-AS SEEN IN 'NAT'L GEOGRAPHIC TRAVELER ' 
FAR-FLUNG ADVENTURES CRUMPETS 

TERLINGUA, TX FRANCOIS MAEOER 
1-800359-4138 210-821-6469 

I >ls,,,,.T ihc 
l l k i l . m . U . k,..,i„|>. Paddle 
llu- I .v lg l . l . l . , . k.,v.,k ... .l.t.ll 

\XILIJERNE$ a t ± f -
o f Centra l America. 

WILDERNESS SOUTHEAST J S S j S ^ i l l ^ i i n d 
711 SANDIOWNRO cultural I I I M . M V nul ccolom 

SAVANNAH. GA 31410 r _ C _ | _ _ * 
(912)897-5108 . . . . . . *• 

A^iMj+tiWU ,, 
ALASKA 

* Rjvcr .Ucr t urc, • Sen Kayaking 
-SighCKeingToun • Combination Tnp, 

" Dog Skoduig Tnpa .Cia loniAir TOUT, 

«,-o. . -o. . (800) 365-7057 MMWM. 

ruly unique 
7-17 day 

small group 
journeys 

U)E PART OF THE DISCOVERY., 

EXPLORE NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES 

CROW C A N T O N A R C H . C I N T I R , D I P T . N 

23390 C O U N T Y ROAD K . CORTEZ, CO 81321 

T I L 800-422-8975 
LOOK FOR US O N I N T I R N I T WWW.SWCOIO.ORC 

CROW CANYON ARCHAEOLOGICAL CENTER 

Drive the Oh Alaska Highway 
And connect to excit ing places o f f the beaten path. 

Explore the bvways o f the Inside Passage, Prince 

Wi l l i am Sound, Kodiak, the Kenai Peninsula and the 

Aleutian Islands. W i t h your vehicle or as a walk-on, 

it's a vacation like no other. 

For vour free schedule call 

1 - 8 0 0 - 6 4 2 - 0 0 6 6 Ext 9515 
Fax (9LT) - r " -4829J . TDD I -800-"64-3779 

ALASKA MARINE HIGHWAY 
A P r o u d T r w d l l l o n 

ALASKA'S 
LAKE CLARK NATIONAL PARK 

Visit the coastal eastern gateway 
lo the park & enjoy brown bear 
viewing, 10,000 ft. volcanoes, 

thousands of sea-birds, 
fossil exploring & tent 
camping. Personalized 
tours by land & water. 

Silver Salmon Creek Lodge 
P.O. Box 3234NP 

Soldotna, AK 99669 
(907) 262^»839 

Southwest Ed-Ventures 
Chaco Canyon. Mesa Verde. Canyon 
De Chelley. Lake Powell and more 
Archaeology, Geology. Wilderness. 
Environmental and Cultural Studies 
River Trips. Backpacking. Van Tours, and 
Basecamp Hiking - A days to 2 weeks 

Four Corners School of O u t d o o r Educat ion 
800-525-4456 FREE C A T A L O G 801-587-2156 

CANADA'S PARKS 

Explore Canada's most spectacular and remote 
national parks, rivers and coastlines. Wilderness & 
natural history adventures for all ages since 1972. 

CANADIAN RIVER EXPEDITIONS 
Suite #207, 9571 Emerald Drive, Whistler 
B.C., Canada VON 1B9 

1-800-898-7238 (604)938-6651 

Grand Canyon 
Historic Train Adventure! 

Travel in the grand style of yesterday. 
Ride a vintage train from 

Williams, Ariz., to the Grand Canyon. 

Call for free vacat ion in format ion! 

1-800-THE TRAIN 
or call your travel agent. 

Preserving Our National Heritage 

GRAND CANYON RAILWAY 
Auihui/cd Lonees'inner,.( ihe NKKWUI Part Serxkc and Kuihah Njtion.il Purest 

Discover Pacific Northwest Cruising 
San Juan Islands 1 Week - 2 Weeks 
British Columbia 4 Cabins/8 Guests 

Departs Seattle 
Wildlife, hiking, picnics, photography, historical sites, 
4-star meals, informal, casual, warm environment. 

For Brochure: 

Catalyst Cruises 
I -800-670-7678, #112 

515 South 143rd S t 
Tacoma, WA 98444 
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EXCAVATE 

13TH CENTURY 

ANASAZI SITES 

HIKE & RAFT 

TO REMOTE 

RUINS AND 

ROCK ART SITES 

ALASKA 
Our 20th Year! 

Natural History Safaris 

• Denali National Park , 

• Kenai FJonas I Glaciers , , | 

• tVn»nge«-SI. Ellss Nat / Perk W 

• Kenai National Wildlife Refuge ^Saft 

• Backcounlry Lodges _d3,DD^ 

\LASKA 
VUDLAND 

ADVENTURES 

F r e e 28 p a g e c a t a l o g 

800-334-8730 
PO Bo- 389 OrrJwood.AK 99S87 

http://www.swcoio.orc
http://Njtion.il
file:///LASKA


EcoOpportunities 

Rico Tours " 
Simply Costa Rica 

(800) 280-7426 
Adventure Travel • Diving Exnlorahtxis 
Horse Trekking • Photo Safaris 
Sailing Safaris • Beach Vacations 
Nature Tours • National Park Tours 
Volcano Tours • White Water Rafting 

• Customized Itineraries 
an Anderson Mill Traivf, Ine Company 

Now Playing Worldwide 

Whether it's biking, walking or cross-country skiing, 
Backroads offers the most distinctive array of active 
vacations to more than 75 destinations worldwide. 

Inn & camping trips for all abilities since 1979. 

For a free catalog, call: I -800-GO-ACTIVE 

(510)527-1555 • Fax (510) 527-1444 

BACKROADS, 
The world's ttl active travel company 

Leisure walks ... in t h e hidden 
cornere and unspoiled 

countryside of A— 
EUROPE ANd VA'S ShEMANdoah VAIIEV 

s»a»f«a»r»i 
YELLOWSTONE 
AND SOUTHWEST MONTANA 

Naturalist guided l-7daytuun>-wildlife 
ghost towns & 
• H & abilities. 

VrTUWXNESS TOURS 

IKlJlSsLlf i l i lEJ photography, history, ghost towns X 
Box 963, Livingston, 

Montana 59047 
more. Small groups, a 
Call for a brochure! 

Classic River Adventures 

Call for free catalog and friendlu advice 

800-652-ECHO 

ECHO: THE WILDERNESS COMPANY 
6529P Telegraph Ave Oakland, CA 94609 

Fax 510-652-3987 e-mail: echo@echotnps..com 
http://unvwachotrips .com 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate DAY tiiknt| tours. 2 or 4 «e«ks Ride up abrxe tree 
line and hike down Oner SO optional length hikes basing one 
week at 10 charming mountain .illages m 3 or 4 stai hotels 
Write lor tree brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS / _ 
783i ci.os.de or swissair if/ 

Reserve space 
for your EcoOpportunities 

advertisement 
Call (202) 223-6722 , extension 141 

Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 
Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
wi th the names we make 
available, let us know and we will 
remove your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send it 
to us at the address below. 

(Place label here) 

Membership Department 
NPCA 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

I I 

N A T I O N A L PARKS 

Trustees 
for the Parks 

TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS are dedicated 
members of NPCA who, by their annual general 
contribution of SI ,000 or more, continue to 
ensure the thoughtful stewardship of our National 
Park System. We gratefully acknowledge these 
individuals and their recent support of NPCA's 
park protection programs. 

$10,000+ 
Maryon Davies Lewis 
1 Anonymous gift 

$5,000-$9,999 
Massey Charitable Trust 

$2,500-54,999 
Dr. and Mrs. Roger J. Shott 

$1,000-52,499 
Mrs. H.A. Batten 
Mrs. Edward A. Blackburn, Jr. 
Eugene D. Brown 
L. Marjorie Eglin 
Paul J. Gerstley 
Linda J. Griffith 
Shirley Hicklin 
Mrs. Spencer R. Keare 
C. Barrett Kennedy 
Mrs. William F. Kirsch, Jr. 
Donald B. Lawrence 
Mrs. Louis C. Madeira 
Carole Mebus 
Mrs. Noble J. Miller 
Mrs. Virgil A. Plessinger 
Gen. Dillman A. Rash 
Leonard R. Sargent 
Diana Sattelberger 
James Sligar 
Mr. and Mrs. J.T.J. Stewart 
Ned Stone Tanen 
Stephanie J. Turner 
Valerie A. Vanderheyden 
Florence M. Wengerd 
Mrs. Elizabeth W Williams 
1 Anonymous gift 

For information on joiningTrustees for 
the Parks, please call or write: 

Diane J. Clifford 
NPCA 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

1 -800-NAT-PARK, ext. 1 3 1 
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IDAHO 
OREGON 

CALIFORNIA 
1 to 11 day River Trips 

5WDENALI 
, / j NATIONAL PARK 

WILDERNESS CENTERS 
Small. Mt. McKinley-View 
Vacation Lodges in the 

Remote Heart of the Park 
Wildlife, Natural History. 

Guided Bdckcountry Hiking, 
Northern Studies Courses 

9 0 7 - 6 8 3 - 2 2 9 0 
DEN AU NATL PARK, AK 99755 
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, , ... w*' ... Z7 Sunnyviaw Vnve 
VmcaUono Youll n,aan„, Maryland 21131-2030 

Evar Walk! S995 (4101 666-7456 

http://unvwachotrips
http://ci.os.de


Endless Water 
The site of a massive fortification, this park is also known 

for its bird and marine life as well as pirate legends. 

Y O U A R E H E R E 

D
ECLARED A NATIONAL PARK to reflect both its natural and cultural significance, 
the site contains the least disturbed coral reef system in the continental 
United States as well as the largest all-masonry fortification in the Western 
world. During the Civil War, the fort was a Union military prison for de­
serters. In 1874, the army abandoned the fort, which later became a wild­

life refuge to protect the sooty tern rookery from egg collectors. Have you vis­
ited this park? Which national park is it? [A N S w E R O N PAGE 7.] 
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Would You Visit 
South America To ice 

The Andes Mountains... 
^Hn A Plane! 

Travel with another tour 
operator and you might. 

But when you travel with Collette Tours, you'll 
spend two full days traversing the lakes, forests 
and hills of the Andes region, viewing some of 
the most breathtaking scenery in all of South 
America. Journeying through Chile, you'll see the 
snow-capped peaks of Osorno Volcano and 
cruise the turquoise waters of Lago De 
Todos Los Santos (The Lake of All 
Saints). Crossing the Argentine 
Border, you enter an area reminiscent 
of the Canadian Rockies and later 
experience an unforgettable two-hour 
cruise across Lake Nahuel Huapi. 
And that's just two days of this incredi­
ble 15-day tour, "Discover South 
America." 

To really experience the natural beau­
ty of South America up close, travel 
with Collette Tours - and get your feet 
wet. Traveling with someone else may 
leave you high and dry. 

For more information and free 
brochures, call Collette Tours at 

1-800-248-8986, at 156. 
Call your local travel agent for 
reservations. 
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Of course, to get there, you'll need a map. 
We like to say that we are constantly in search of the perfect 

map. It's a mind-set that affects everything we do at Trails 

Illustrated. We publish topographic recreation maps covering 

all of the major USA National Parks plus recreation areas 

across the country. We think a good recreation map is 

functional, accurate, durable and affordable. Our nationally 

acclaimed topo maps are multi-colored, fully updated, easy to 

use, and loaded with information, from hack country safety to 

trip planning. Printed on paper-like plastic, our maps are 

waterprtxrf, tearproof and exceptionally durable. 

At Trails Illustrated we have a passion for the preservation of 

the environment. We believe strongly in Leave No Trace 

outdoor ethics and encourage you to do the same. Follow our 

ads through the next six issues to learn more about each of 

the Leave No Trace" principles: 

• Plan Ahead and Prepare • Camp and Travel on Durable 

Surfaces • Pack It In, Pack It Out • Properly Dispose of What 

You Can't Pack Out • Leave What You Find 

• Minimise Use atvd Impact of Fires 

TRAILS IILUSTR4TED m 
% / 

For a free brochure listing all available maps call 800-962-1643 or fax 800-626-8676. 
Trails Illustrated • P.O. Box 4357 • Evergreen, Colorado 80437-4357 • 303-670-3457 Local fax: 670-3644* Internet Info: hrrp://ww\v..iescon.com/trails 

http://iescon.com/trails

