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Own one of these leather-bound books 
for only $4.95.. .the price of a paperback! 

THE 100 GREATEST BOOKS EVER WRITTEN 
The finest edition you can find of Moby 
Dick is the great Easton Press leather-
bound edition. Now you can have this 
luxurious book (a wonderful value at its 
regular price of $38.00) for the price 
of a paperback—only $4.95—with no 
obligation to buy any other book. You 
can keep Moby Dick for $4.95 forever! 

Why is The Easton Press making this, 
dare we say it, whale of a deal? Because we 
think you'll be delighted and astonished 
when you see the quality of your first Eas
ton Press leather-bound edition. When you 
feel the quality of the leather, and hold the 
heft of the book. When you look at the 
beauty of the binding, and see the gleam of 
the 22kt gold inlaid on the spine! 

Frankly, we are hoping you will be so 
taken with this first volume that you will 
want to own additional leather-bound edi
tions from The 100 Greatest Books Ever 
Written. But you are under no obligation to 
do so. 

Replace those paperbacks 
and forgotten best sellers 

with leather-bound classics! 
There's a time in your life when you 

will want to replace your paper
backs and forgotten best 

sellers with a library of 

The 
first book 
is yours to 

keep 
for only 
$4.95. 

beautiful and important books. That's what 
a great library is all about... books so mag
nificent that they are your pride and joy... 
a statement about you. And a library of 
leather-bound books is the best of all. 

Each book bound in 
genuine leather 
with accents of 

22kt gold. 

Real Value! 

The books in this collection are a genuine 
value, not cheap reprints. Not poor-quality 
editions in imitation leather. Easton Press 
editions are the real thing. Real leather edi
tions of the finest quality. Heirloom books 
elegantly bound and printed on acid-free 
paper so that they will last for generations. 

Yet the cost is not expensive. For little 
more than the price of ordinary-looking 
hardcover books you can own these 
extraordinary editions — books that are 
admired and collected in 131 countries 
around the world. Books that you will be 
proud to display in your home — forever! 

Glassies by Bronte. Dickens. 
Dostoyevsky. Shakespeare. Twain. 

Who remembers most of yesterday's best 
sellers? You can be sure the world will never 
forget the works of Shakespeare. Milton. 
Dostoyevsky. Dickens. Tolstoy. Twain. These 
are the greatest authors of all time — rep
resented here by their greatest works! (We 
include a list of all the titles with your $4.95 
book; you then get to choose which books 
you want to receive!) 

Each volume is custom-hound for you. 

You don't see luxurious leather-bound books 
in most homes, which is all the more reason 
you'll be proud to see them in yours! Nor do 
you see these Easton Press leather editions 
for sale in bookstores. They are made avail
able directly to you — with no bookstore 
mark-up and no distribution excesses. This 
is what lets us keep the price low and the 
quality high. 

Superior craftsmanship and materials go 
into each Easton Press edition. Premium-
quality leather. Acid-neutral paper. Gilded 
page ends. Satin ribbon page markers. 
Moire fabric endsheets. Superb illustra
tions. Hubbed spines accented with pre
cious 22kt gold. 

At just $4.95 you have nothing to lose! 

Own Moby Dick for $4.95. For the price of a 
paperback, own this luxurious edition out
right. Then, whether you buy anything fur
ther is entirely up to you. Obviously, you get 
this book for a fraction of what it costs us to 
make. We do so in confidence that you will 
be truly impressed. 

To take us up on this unusual opportunity, 
simply call us, toll free, at the number shown, 
or mail the reservation application below. 

CALL TOLL FREE: 
1-800-367-4534, Ext. 1-4798 

£_ 

• 1991 MBI ^ — — — — — — — — __________ 
Reservation Application 

The Easton Press 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk. Conn. 06857 

Yes...send my leather-bound edition of Moby 
Dick for me to keep forever at just $4.95...and 
reserve my subscription to The 100 Greatest 
Books Ever Written. If I like this book, send me 
further editions at the rate of one per month at 
$38.00* each-with this price ($38.00) held 
firm for the next two full years! 

1 understand you will send me a list of all the 
titles in the collection. I can tell you which, if 
any. I do not want, and I am free to tell you then 
to send me no further books at all if that is my 
decision. I may return any book within 30 days 
for a refund, and either party may cancel this 
subscription agreement at any time. 

Here's how 1 want to pay for my $4.95 Moby 
Dick and future volumes (unless I tell you to 
cancel): 
D VISA D MasterCard • American express • Discover 

Credit Card No. expiration Date 

• I prefer to pay by check. ($4.95 enclosed). 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Signature 
All orders subject to acceptance 

-Plus $3.45 per book for shipping and handling. Any applicable sales 
tax will be billed with shipment. 

1-4798 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TRIBUTE TO 
EXCELLENCE 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award 

Presented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon 
Ami Co., this award recognizes outstanding efforts 
resulting in protection of a unit or a proposed unit of 
the National Park System. The award is named in 
honor of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who devoted 
many years to preserving the fragile ecosystem of the 
Florida Everglades. 

ISAAC C. " IKE" EASTVOLD, the 1991 recipient, is 
founder and president of Friends of the Albuquerque 
Petroglyphs, a group dedicated to preventing the 
destruction of ancient rock art on a 17-mile-long 
escarpment near Albuquerque. His leadership led to 
the establishment of the 7,669-acre Petroglyph 
National Monument in June 1990. Isaac C. "Ike" Eastvold 

Stephen Tyng Mather Award 

The Stephen Tyng Mather Award, named for the 
first director of the National Park Service, is pre
sented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami 
Co. in recognition of a Park Service employee who 
has risked his or her job or career for the principles 
and practices of gotxl stewardship. 

The 1991 recipient is CHRISTINE L. SHAVER, chief of 
the Policy, Planning, and Permit Review Branch of 
NPS's Air Quality Division. Over the past several 
years, she has taken direct action to remedy sources 
of air pollution affecting national parks—most 
notably the Grand Canyon, where she helped secure 
emission limitations on a nearby power plant. Christine L. Shaver 

The Faultless Starch/Ron Ami Company wishes to congratulate the recipients of these awards and 
thank them for the excellent contribution they have made to the protection of our environment. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company has actively supported the efforts of organizations such as 
NPCA for more than 100 years and will continue to work toward the goal of preserving our natural 
resources tor future generations. 



Friends of Acadia, p. 34 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

With the National Park Service chroni
cally underfunded and understaffed, 
local citizens groups are coming to the 
national parks' rescue. Local private or
ganizations such as Friends of Acadia 
and Friends of Mesa Verde are working 
with NPS staff to help perform advo
cacy, fund-raising, and maintenance 
tasks on behalf of the parks. Usually 
consisting of a few staffers, a board of 
directors, and an army of volunteers, 
friends groups have not only become 
valuable partners to their adopted parks 
but have also helped foster citizen in
volvement in the parks. In "What 
Friends Are For" (page 34), Lester A. 
Picker describes the work of these 
groups and offers tips for concerned 
citizens and activists who may be inter
ested in starting a friends group. 
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Self-Assessment 

AREPORT recently pre
pared by the Na
tional Park Service 

on its future direction de
serves commendation de
spite the fact that it leaves 
out the most important and 
obvious conclusion. 

The 75th anniversary re
port, "The Vail Agenda," 
was the result of hundreds 
of hours of meetings involving the Park 
Service and concerned citizens. It came 
about not because of a congressional or 
presidential mandate but because of 
NPS Director James Ridenour's desire 
to involve both insiders and outsiders 
in examining the direction ol the agency. 
Such leadership and openness are un
usual, especially when they invite criti
cal review. 

The 135-page report makes recom
mendations for action in six areas and 
is worthy of review by anyone with a 
serious interest in national parks. Reaf
firming NPCA's own analysis of the 
Park Service's condition, produced 
several years ago, the report expresses 
concern that the Park Service is not 
keeping up with its own needs or those 
of the parks. And it stresses that the 
agency's first duty is to protect park 
resources. 

The report is the latest in the grow
ing number of analyses prepared inside 
and out of NPS over the past decades. 
An important report under former Di
rector George Hartzog in the '70s ech
oed the concerns of former Director 
Newton Drury in the '40s. And in 1980 
there was a congressionally mandated 

evaluation, the "State of the 
Parks" report. All decried 
the same problems as well 
as "whittling away" of the 
national parks. 

Despite the strong lead
ership of this and previous 
directors, the Park Service 
has made little progress, if 
any, in resolving the prob
lems facing the parks. A re

cent unpublished report from the in
spector general of the Department of 
the Interior confirms that even though 
hundreds of millions of dollars have 
been spent just on public health and 
safety problems, there is still nearly a 
S2-billion backlog of needed repairs. 

NPCA has called for the Park Ser
vice to separate from the Interior De
partment, an agency that is a confusing 
array of income-generating, resource-
extracting, and "human service" bu
reaus. The decision to make NPS part 
of Interior was influenced by the per
sonalities and circumstances of 1916, 
the year of the Service's creation. But 
76 years later, it is clear that this organi
zational structure no longer makes 
sense. With five layers of political ap
pointees between the NPS director and 
the Interior secretary, there is no ability 
to plan for the long term and to manage 
with continuity. 

The national parks are no less im
portant than the treasures of the 
Smithsonian or the National Archives 
or the programs of other independent 
federal agencies. Why wait until the next 
report to recommend similar status for 
the National Park Service? 
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An original sculpture 
by an artist who 
has created works for 
world leaders. 

AMERICAN MAJESTY. An 
exhilarating tribute to our 
heritage and liberty. An American 
masterpiece by Ronald Van 
Ruvckevelt, whose works have 
been presented to such world 
leaders as President Kennedy, 
Queen Elizabeth II and the late 
Emperor of Japan. 

Experience his genius. In a 
sculpture as powerful as the American 
eagle. An original work of art — 
individually handcrafted and hand-
painted — in imported porcelain of 
exceptional quality. 

AMERICAN MAJESTY by Ronald 
Van Ruvckevelt. A sculpture destined 
for glory. Priced at $195. Available 
exclusively through The Franklin Mint. 

RETURN ASSURANCE POLICY 
If vou wish to return anv Franklin 
Mint purchase, vou mav do so within 
30 days of your receipt of that purchase 
for replacement, credit or refund. 

Shown smaller than actual size of 
IS1.'" in height including hardwood base. 

To acquire, mail by August 31, 1992. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 
Please enter my order for AMERICAN 
MAJESTY, an original work of art in fine 
hand-painted porcelain. 

I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will 
be billed in five monthly installments 
of $39* each, with the first payment due 
when my sculpture is reads' to be sent 

- Plus my state sales tax and 
a erne-time eharae of S3, far slnppma and handling. 

SIGNATURE 
ALL OROERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR MRS/MISS 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

ADDRESS AIT # 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

85087-418 

The Franklin Mint 

T H E L 1 V 1 NCT S M M B jp L O F O U R N A T I O N S F R E E D O M 

Ai M E Rx T G A N M A J E S T Y 
B ' Yi R O IN A L D ».l ¥L> A N R U Y C K E V E L T 



AMERICA'S 
PARKS 

BY M A I L 
N A T U R E , H I S T O R Y , 

A R T , P H O T O G R A P H Y & 

L I T E R A T U R E O F T H E 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

B O O K S • M A P S 

V I D E O S • P O S T E R S 

C A T A L O G A V A I L A B L E 

S P E C I A L O R D E R S 

E N C O U R A G E D 

L E T T E R S 

Tracks 
Walking 
Staffs 

NEWI 
Sherlock 
telescoping 
staff provides 
more comfort 
and security 
with every 
step you 
take. 

r m Positive, 

Si 
adjustment 

never lets 
you down. 

• Continuous 
foam sheath 

conceals button 
lock and provides 

soft, warm grip 
^ ^ ^ ^ along entire upper 

V • Staff u< 

W • Additional fixed length. 

The Hunters' Call 
I am extremely disappointed by your 
negative, slanted anti-hunting attitude 
as expressed in the article on the Cali
fornia Desert Protection Act in the 
March/April 1992 issue. Hunters across 
the country have been working to get 
this precious and rapidly disappearing 
land protected. But they did not intend 
to be excluded for their efforts! 

The enemy of wildlife these days is 
not the sportsman, it is the real estate 
developer and overpopulation. We are 
running out of places to hunt. Public 
lands are all that we have left. It you 
want our help in getting this area pre
served as a park, please consider our 
needs, too. I assure you that it is not 
hunters who are killing the desert tor
toise. What you have described is more 
than likely the action of young punks 
who will continue to vandalize whether 
sport hunting is allowed or not. 

We turn people like that in to the 
game warden. 

Jon Robson 
Battleground, WA 

House bill 2929 and Senate bill 21 
should be passed with the hunting 
amendment included. Hunting has been 
proven to be an effective means of ani
mal population control. Four-legged 
predator populations have been devas
tated by human habitat and agricultural 
changes to the environment. 

Humans, the two-legged predators, 
are a necessary part of a healthy ecosys
tem. Hunters relieve overpopulation 
problems and also give researchers 
valuable information about the animals 
sighted and harvested. 

We seem to forget that humans are a 
part of the environment. 

Cheryl Jalonen 
Crown Point, IN 

Cry of the Wild 
In response to your article on Alaska's 
wolf management plan (News, March/ 
April 1992), I find it hard to believe 

that Alaska is still debating the land-
and-shoot practice of hunting wolves. 
As stated, it is illegal tor other animals; 
it should be illegal for all animals, espe
cially for those that are endangered 
throughout the rest ot the United States, 
with the exception of Minnesota. 

National parks should be for every
one, both humans and animals; one 
species should not be singled out. Prey 
evens itself out without our interven
tion. It is time prejudice and greed were 
put out of the picture and our wildlife, 
like the wolf, be treated as an integral 
part of the ecosystem, not used as tar
get practice. 

Thank you for keeping us apprised 
of conditions and instances that are oc
curring in national parks. You do a great 
job. 

Joyce Weldon 
Smithtown, NY 

Park Roles 
In the name of establishing "park rel
evance," NPCA President Pritchard 
(Outlook, March/April 1992) calls for 
national parks to become tree farms, 
energy education centers, acid rain 
monitors, and frontier day heritage fo
cal points. When I first read this, I 
thought it could only be an awkwardly 
worded April Fool's Day put on. But it 
would seem that he is serious. Next 
he'll be advocating park petting zoos as 
a haven for endangered species! 

Leave the parks as they are and as 
they were intended to be. Publicize 
them to the people and protect them 
from the large public that they serve. 
Don't undercut them by suggesting that 
they should be so many things that they 
can't and shouldn't be. 

John R. Thurston 
Eau Claire, WI 

Stop the Fuelishness 
If, for the benefit of everyone, we must 
drill in Alaska to prevent being depen
dent on foreign oil, please consider the 
following: Texas still has oil in the ground 
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Icy Majesty 
In full color on fine porcelain 
Shown smaller than 
actual diameter of 8'« inches 

1991 W. S. George 

Celebrating the awe-inspiring beauty of Alaska: The Last Frontier... 
a Bradford Exchange recommendation 

The setting sun's rays break through the coastal mist as if 
to spotlight this ancient glacier. And the only witnesses to 
this magnificent vast blue splendor are bald eagles circling 
silently among the ice floes.. .and you. 

This is "Icy Majesty/' naturalist artist Hayden Lambson's 
breathtaking panorama of Glacier Bay, re-created on fine 
porcelain. And like exceptional plates that command 
hundreds of dollars on the plate market, "Icy Majesty" 
appears to have what it takes to go up in value once the 
edition closes. 

Some exceptional plates appreciate in value; some plates 
go down, and many remain at or near issue price. But the 
edition of "Icy Majesty" is strictly limited to a maximum 
of 150 firing days, and demand is expected to be strong. 
So if you wish to obtain this plate at the $29.50 issue price, 
the time to act is now. To order your plate - fully backed 
by our 365-day unconditional guarantee — send no money 
now, simply complete and mail the coupon at right. 

' 1V91 BCE AEB-B39 

Order Form for "Icy Majesty" 
T h e B r a d f o r d E x c h a n g e I piease respond bv: Auuus. 31 . 1992 

9345 Milwaukee Avenue I : 1 
Chicago, IL 60648 
Please enter my order for "Icy Majesty." I understand I need 
SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed $29.50*, when my 
plate is shipped. Limit: one plate per order. 

X { ) 
Signature Telephone 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
(Circle One) Name (Please Print) 

Address 

City State Zip 

"Plus a total of $3.49 postage and handling, and sales tax where applicable. 
Pending credit aproval. The plate price in Canada is $39.50. 

7331-E26391 



Buck Knives. Wenger of 
Switzerland. Two names in 

knives that you've known for years 
Now there's SwissBuck! 

Twelve models...the 12 most popu 
lar blade/tool combinations T^£ 

consumers have asked for. All 
with a fresh new look and feel, dis 

inctively Buck. Matte-finish black handles 
are shaped and formed to provide a 
better grip. The main blade is a clip 
blade to meet America's preference 

in blade shapes. 
And all are backed by Buck's famous 

no-nonsense Lifetime Guarantee. 
What more could you ask for? 

SwissBuck brings together two 
of the world's most respected names in 

knives—Wenger and Buck—to produce a 
knife/toolline we know you'll like! 

Prices range from $22.00'to $57.00. 

© SwissBuck 
Made in Switzerland by Wenger 

BUCK KNIVES, INC., Dept. NP-792 El Cajon, CA 92022 

not yet drilled; Texas has oil in storage 
vessels all over west Texas. Don't mess 
up any more land than necessary. Alaska 
may not need or want additional drilling 
in sensitive areas. 

Let this nation find alternative fuels 
to benefit everyone and stop destroying 
our land and the animals on it. Or bet
ter yet, find alternative technologies for 
returning to old fields to take out what 
we have not or cannot currently reach. 

If the politicians, oil companies, and 
bankers/money lenders cannot find al
ternatives to the Arctic National Wild
life Refuge project, consider this: politi
cians, we hired you, we can surely vote 
you out. Oil companies, we can ration 
our dependence by walking and bicy
cling. Bankers and money lenders, we 
can deal in cash only or do without the 
extras. If we have to fight back, we 
have the ability to do so. 

Choose wisely. 
Janice Timmons 
Houston, TX 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Please include address and phone 
for verification. Or call 1-900-835-6344. 
Callers will he charged 89 cents a minute. 
Instructions will be given at the time of 
call. All calls and letters may he edited 
for length and clarity. 

Corrections 
In the article "Ancient Metropo
lis" (March/April 1992), Anasazi 
was interpreted as meaning "the 
Ancient Ones." The Navajo word 
actually refers to "enemy ances
tors" or "the ancestors of our en
emies." 

"Visiting Sites of the Civil War" 
(March/April 1992) did not list 
Richmond National Battlefield 
Park. The list was not intended to 
be inclusive. 

In the May/June 1992 issue the 
name of Rep. Larry LaRocco ID-
Idaho) was misspelled. 

National Parks regrets the errors. 
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TWo familiar names 
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BEN-HUR 

RAIN MAN 

THE GODFATHER 

THE GODFATHER PART II 

THE GODFATHER PART III 

Hfe ^BB 

SLEEPING WITH CITYS 
THE ENEMY 066 

0105304 

THE EMPIRE STRIKES BACK 

RETURN OF THE JEDI 

FIOOLER ON THE ROOF 

FIELD OF DREAMS 

DIRTY DANCING 

MARKED FOR DEATH 

GOODFELLAS 

RAIDERS OF THE LOST ARK 

INDIANA JONES A 

THE TEMPLE OF DOOM 

INDIANA JONES A 

THE LAST CRUSADE 

THE U N O BEFORE TIME 

LIONHEART 

DOC HOLLYWOOD 

REGARDING HENRY 

THE FISHER KING 

HOT SHOTS 

0002600 

0776302 

0681106 

0971507 

0666404 

0842500 

0260331 

0286906 

0000802 

0001802 

0842302 

3§ 

LICKERS 

2904 

0091009 

3354704 

0055103 

0920306 

0495515 

0045807 

0969808 

0910802 

0910703 

0910604 

0582205 

0524504 

0977801 

0842906 

0687103 

0029108 

JUNGLE FEVER 

MOBSTERS 

NAKED GUN 

NAKED GUN N 

OTHER PEOPLE'S MONEY 

THE GREATEST STORY 

EVER TOLO 

STAR TREK-
THE MOTION PICTURE 

STAR TREK I I -

THE WRATH OF KHAN 

STAR TREK I I I -

THE SEARCH FOR SPOCK 

STAR TREK I V -

THE VOYAGE HOME 

STAR TREK V -

THE FINAL FRONTIER 

THE KING AND 1 

LETHAL WEAPON 

LETHAL WEAPON II 

DIE HARD 

DIE HARD 2 

RICHARD SIMMONS: 
SWEATIN TO THE OLDIES 

TOTAL RECALL 

EDWAROSCISSORHANOS 

MY FAIR LADY 

NOT WITHOUT MY DAUGHTER 

WILLY WONKA ANO THE 

CHOCOLATE FACTORY 

ON GOLDEN POND 

ROAD HOUSE 

PETER PAN 

SCARFACE119831 

LAWRENCE OF ARABIA 

(RESTORED) 

AWAKENINGS 

HAMLET 

DYING YOUNG 

CHER FITNESS-
A NEW ATTITUDE 

SPORTS ILLUSTRATEO: THE 

OFFICIAL SW1MSUIT VIDEO 

TOM JONES 

SOUTH PACIFIC 

0559104 

0337303 

0447102 

0842839 

0392704 

0085506 

0203505 

0201301 

0201608 

0430603 

0446605 

0034702 

0630806 

0642702 

0367607 

0041806 

0648303 

0227603 

0104604 

0350751 

0722603 

0606103 

0052357 

0287508 

0897009 

0216804 

0591909 

0859801 

0970608 

0029009 

0298505 

0568303 

0055509 

0350603 

SPARTACUS(RESTOREO) 

OUT FOR JUSTICE 

M WEEKS 

GUILTY BY SUSPICION 

0551002 

0977207 

0270801 

0977603 

CLUB FAVORITES 
KINDERGARTEN COP 0523407 

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 0003905 

THE TEN COMMANOMENTS 0202606 

THE HUNT FOR 

RED OCTOBER 0825000 

THE WIZARD OF OZ 0001404 

THE COLOR PURPLE 0630103 

DRIVING MISS DAISY 0982207 

AN AMERICAN TAIL 0218404 

OKLAHOMA 0005405 

ALL DOGS GO TO 

HEAVEN 0289702 

STEEL MAGNOLIAS 0597807 

STAR WARS 0056408 

THE TERMINATOR 

BARTON FINK 

BILL AND TED'S 
EXCELLENT ADVENTURE 

BILL ANO TEO'S 
BOGUS JOURNEY 

PREDATOR 

PREDATOR 2 

THE BIBLE 

HARO TO KILL 

ABOVE THE LAW 

THE GOOD,THE BAD 

ANO THE UGLY 

GLORY 

TEENAGE MUTANT NINJA 

TURTLES: SECRET OF THE OOZE 

TOP GUN 

DEATH WARRANT 

OUT OF AFRICA 

AN OFFICER AND A 
GENTLEMAN 

IMITATION OF LIFE 

BOYZ N THE HOOD 

BUNS OF STEEL 

HEIDI 

0662800 

0397901 

0391201 

0379305 

0364901 

0104307 

0074708 

0953505 

0633602 

0058206 

0855700 

3,561'OS 

0426932 

0916809 

0213116 

0202135 

0221101 

0385906 

0345900 

0668507 

CURLY SUE 

DEFENSELESS 

DELIRIOUS 

DON'T TELL MOM 

THE BABYSITTER'S DEAD 

THE BEAR 

WHEN HARRY MET SALLY 

BACK TO THE FUTURE 

BACK TO THE FUTURE II 

BACK TO THE FUTURE III 

KING RALPH 

ANNIE 

CHARLOTTES WEB 

BIRO ON A WIRE 

AMAOEUS 

THE OOORS 

MADONNA: TRUTH OR DARE 

WEST SIDE STORY 

FATAL ATTRACTION 

CASABLANCA 

PATTON 

GHOST DAD 

THE ROOKIE 

APOCALYPSE NOW 

MERMAIDS 

HARLEM NIGHTS 

CAMELOT 

BORN ON THE FOURTH OF JULY 

DAYS OF THUNDER 

THE PRINCESS BRIDE 

KICKBOXER 

KICKB0XER2 

SEVEN BRIDES FOR 

SEVEN BROTHERS 

PAINT YOUR WAGON 

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 

THE ALAMO 

YOUNG GUNS 

YOUNG GUNS II 

DOUBLE IMPACT 

OUTCH 

FATAL ATTRACTION 

IDIRECTOR S SERIES) 

PROBLEM CHILD 

PROBLEM CHILD 2 

0579805 

0398008 

0743401 

0385708 

0599308 

0391409 

0211409 

5931334 

0497008 

0537308 

01516'; 

0209528 

0497305 

0652917 

0232504 

0232900 

0050591 

0439307 

0050757 

0004333 

0497404 

0969204 

0200113 

0804708 

0911800 

0602748 

0489104 

0827303 

0125005 

0674200 

0386102 

0251835 

0304907 

0102228 

0058305 

0726604 

0041202 

0396507 

0296901 

0691501 

0496204 

0559500 

RAMBLING ROSE 

SHATTEREO 

0691709 

0385807 

STAR TREK IV 
(DIRECTOR'S SERIES) 0691808 

JANE FONDA'S 
COMPLETE WORKOUT 0635904 

ROBOCOP 

B0BOC0P2 

0235002 

0804005 

COMING TO AMERICA 0441600 

LITTLE WOMEN (1949) 0876409 

THE MUSIC MAN 0614701 

LOOK WHO'S TALKING 0597906 

MEMPHIS BELLE 

K-9 

MO'BETTER SLUES 

TANGO I CASH 

CLEOPATRA 

THE DEER HUNTER 

THE ABYSS 

BLAZING SADDLES 

0983502 

0583401 

0498006 

0647404 

0057943 

0212415 

0881102 

3001248 

PRESUMED INNOCENT 0962100 

GREASE 

ALIEN 

ALIENS 

0207431 

0000208 

0360909 

THE FIVE HEARTBEATS 0297408 

THE JOSEPHINE BAKER STORY 0364404 

OUIGLEY DOWN UNDER 0715102 

ROBIN HOOD: 
PRINCE OF 

THIEVES 

0976803 

POINT BREAK 

IT'SAWONOERFUL 

(45THANNIVERSAR 

BACKDRAFT 

0559005 

0337204 

IFE 
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HERE'S HOW TO GET YOUR 
Just write in the numbers of 
the 6 movies you want for 39C 
each, plus shipping and handling. 
In exchange, you agree to buy 
just six more movies in the next 
three years, at our regular Club 
prices (which currently start as 
low as S29.95, plus shipping/ 
handling)—and you may cancel 
membership at any time after 
doing so. What's more, you can 
get two more movies for the low 
price of $9.99 each and have 
much less to buy later (see 
complete details in coupon). 
Free Video Magazine sent every 
four weeks (up fo 13 times a 
year), reviewing our Director's 
Selection—plus scores of alternate 
movies, including many lower-
priced cassettes, down to $14.95. 
And you may receive Special 
Selection mailings up to four 
times a year (total of up to 17 
buying opportunities). 
Buy only what you want! If you 
want the Director's Selection. 
do nothing—it will be sent 
automatically. If you'd prefer an 

All movies available in VHS only. 

6 MOVIES FOR 39C EACH... 
alternate selection, or none at all, f 
just mail the response card always • 
provided by the date specified. . 
And you'll always have 14 days to J 
decide; if not, you may return the • 
selection at our expense. 
Money Saving Bonus Plan. If I 
you continue your membership I 
after fulfilling your obligation, I 
you'll be eligible for our generous j 
bonus plan. It enables you to enjoy j 
great savings on the movies you | 
want—for as long as you decide to • 
remain a member! 
10-Day Risk-Free Trial. Well 
send details of the Club's opera- j 
tion with your introductory J 
package. If not satisfied, return j 
everything within 10 days for a I 
full refund and no turther I 
obligation. I 

Entertaining 
America-
One Person 
at a Time." 

For fastest service, use your credit card and 
our toll-free number. Call 24 hours a day. 1-800-544-4431 Dept 

»4W 

Columbia House TideoCluh Dept. »4W 
RO. Box 1112,Terre Haute. IN 47811-1112 
Yes, please enroll me under the terms outlined in this 
advertisement. As a member. I need buy just six more 
movies at regular Club prices within the next three years. 

Send me these 6 movies for 39C each 
plus $1.50 each shipping and handling (a total of $11.34). 

# # 
# # 
# # 

Please check how paying 
• My check is enclosed. 2TL/2TN/2TQ 
n Charge my introductory movies and future Club purchases to: 

• MasterCard • Diners Club DAMEX DV1SA • Discover 

Account # 

Advance Selections 
MORE GREAT SAVINGS-

HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! 
You may order one or two more movies now for 
$9.99 each—and have less to buy later! What's 
more, each discount purchase immediately 
reduces your membership obligation by one! 

[~1 Also send my first selection tor $9.99 plusSL75 
shipping/handling which I'm adding to my $11.34 
payment (total: $23.08). 
I then need buy only 5 more 
(instead of 6) in 3 yeans. # 

2And also send still one more selection for an 
ditional $9.99 plus $1.75 shipping/handling 

(total: $34.82). I then need 
buy only 4 more (instead 
of 6) in 3 years. 

2TM/2TP/2TR 

VIDEO CLUB 

Expiration Date . 

Name 

Address 

State 

. Signature . 

Z i p . 

_ A p t . 

. Phone ( 

City 

) _ 
Note: Columbia House Video Club reserves the right to reject any application or cancel any membership. Canadian residents will be 
serviced from Toronto. Offer limited to residents of the contiguous I'nited States. Residents of Alaska, Hawaii. Puerto Rico, US territories, 
APO and FPO addresses please write for separate offer .Applicable sales tax added to all orders. 929/F92 
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N E W S 
out. If there is neither the leadership nor 
the support from the Interior Depart
ment and Congress to tackle these prob
lems, then the report is just more paper." 

The Vail report notes a primary pro
blem is the failure of funds to keep up 
with demands. The core operational 
NPS budget grew 12 percent in real 
dollars between 1983 and 1992. During 
that period, the number of recreational 
visits to the parks rose 25 percent, and 
27 new park areas were added. 

PARK SERVICE REPORT 
FINDS AGENCY AILING 
The National Park Service issued a land
mark self-examination this spring de
tailing the persistent internal and exter
nal problems it faces. 

"Today, the ability of the National 
Park Service to achieve the most funda
mental aspects of its mission has been 
compromised," the report stated. "The 
agency is beset by controversy, concern, 
weakened morale, and 
declining effectiveness." 
The findings came out 
of the NPS 75th anni
versary symposium, 
held in Vail, Colorado, 
last October. 

Almost none of the 
problems is news; vir
tually all have been 
discussed before in 
NPCA's 1988 National 
Park System Plan, con
gressional hearings, 
and other NPS reports. 

What is new about 
National Parks for the 
21st Century: The Vail 
Agenda is the frankness 
with which the Park 
Service debated its problems. "With NPS 
morale at a historic low, Vail's open, con
sensus-building process was especially 
important," said NPCA President Paul 
Pritchard. The report also presents NPS 
leadership with a set of recommenda
tions for reversing the trends. 

"This is the most important document 
of this administration regarding parks," 
Pritchard said. "But the real question is 
whether its call for change will be carried 

The report called for renewed com
mitment to the central NPS mission: "the 
primary responsibility of the National 
Park Service must be protection of park 
resources." The 1916 act establishing the 
Park Service defined that mission in very 
similar terms. "The problem traditionally 
has been having the Park Service under 
an Interior Department that does not 
share that commitment," Pritchard said. 

The authors urged NPS to prevent 

and deal with external threats to parks 
more assertively. The report also recogni
zes "tension" between protecting parks 
and allowing visitors to enjoy them. The 
guiding principle is to "protect unimpair
ed" those areas while providing "use and 
enjoyment on the park's terms," it said. 

The report found consensus that NPS 
"has lost the ability to exercise leader
ship in determining the fate of the re
sources and programs it manages." After 
the Reagan administration imposed se

vere constraints on the 
Park Service, their fate 
was often left to be 
fought out among Con
gress, the administra
tion, and environmen
tal and industry groups. 

Some of those "de
bilitating policies" have 
been reversed since the 
1980s, but "their legacy 
continues to be an alba
tross around the neck" 
of the agency. The au
thors urged NPS to as
sert itself again by es
tablishing a strategic 
planning arm and legis
lative and new areas 
study programs. 

The report found NPS research and 
science "extraordinarily deficient." It 
cited the need for a solid basis of scientific 
information about parks on which to base 
decisions. Another lag is in resources for 
educating visitors, such as informational 
displays and staff to lead hikes, tours, 
and campfire programs. 

Park Service employees "are striking 
in their commitment, yet they confront 
an organization that repeatedly frustrates 
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their development, professionalism, and 
initiative," the report stated. It recom
mended stronger educational require
ments, better training, and pay levels more 
like those of similar agencies. 

Most of the recommendations will re
quire some mix of legislative action and 
lunding from Congress and the admin
istration and a new assertiveness on the 
part of NPS, with support from Interior. 

After Vail, the administration's pro
posed NPS funding for 1993 was 
amended to reflect some recommenda
tions. NPS Director James Ridenourhas 
set up the strategic planning office and 
has also organized a group of 20 NPS 
staff members, now preparing ways to 
put recommendations into action. 

William Briggle, superintendent of 
Mount Rainier National Park and chair 
of the Vail steering committee, said of 
the recommendations, "They're not 
going to be done with a swish of the 
pen. It will take some real soul-search
ing on the part of the administration and 
real interest on the part of Congress...Lea
dership is the key to so much of this." 

Henry Diamond, an environmental 
attorney who was chair of the sympo
sium, noted a "renewed vigor and enthu
siasm in the Park Service." He said, "That 
could be the most important result of 
Vail...a sort of Vail spirit as well as the 
agenda," also noting the interest shown 
so far by Ridenour and Congress. 

Laura Loomis, NPCA deputy direc
tor of conservation programs, served on 
a Vail working group. "The Vail report 
gives NPS and Congress a springboard 
for bold initiatives crucial to the future 
well-being of the park system," she said. 
"They should not hesitate to act, because 
they may never have such an opportunity 
again." NPCA staff and board members 
are studying the recommendations in 
detail and monitoring implementation 
progress. Norman G. Cohen, chair of 
NPCA's Board of Trustees, noted, "Our 
National Park System Plan really was a 
model for the Vail report, both in spe
cific recommendations and in its scope." 

"It's time for everyone to get behind 
a solid course of action," Pritchard said. 
"That course will have to be sustained 
both by this administration and by its 
successors." 

VALDEZ SPILL STILL 
AFFECTING ALASKA 
bindings released this spring, three years 
after the Exxon Valdez spill, show a mix 
of slow recovery and continuing damage 
for Alaska's wildlife and coastal areas, in
cluding national parks. "The information 
shows more and longer-lasting damage 
than was previously known," said Mary 
Grisco, NPCA Alaska regional director. 

Oil is still present along shorelines. 
It contaminates mussels, clams, and 
other invertebrates eaten by sea otters, 
sea birds, and other animals. Ingestion 
of oil may be related to ongoing declines 
in otter and bird populations. 

Of 20,000 sea otters in the Gulf of 
Alaska, an estimated 3,500 to 5,000 were 
killed directly by the spill. The popula
tion has dropped by as many as 2,200 
more since. Adults continue to die at 
high rates, as do pups after weaning. 

Populations of harbor seals shrank sig
nificantly in areas that were oiled. They 
have grown since, but only slightly com
pared to unoiled areas. Seals in oiled 
areas had five to six times higher inter
nal levels of petroleum than other seals. 

The estimated number of birds di
rectly killed was raised from figures re-

Harbor seals and other species show long-
term damage from the Exxon Valdez spill. 

leased last year. Researchers say their 
best approximation now is that between 
375,000 and 435,000 birds were killed. 

Most were murres, black-and-white 
seabirds that nest in large colonies. The 
number of breeding-age murres was still 
tailing in 1991. There has been com
plete reproductive failure in several large 
colonies, in which a total of 300,000 
chicks would normally have been born. 

NEWSUPDATE 

• Park pork. A bill to prevent "pork" 
projects from receiving Park Service 
funds, an NPCA priority, passed the 
House this spring and is now before 
the Senate subcommittee on national 
parks. H.R. 4276 is sponsored by Rep. 
Bruce Vento (D-Minn.). 
• Battle land saved. The National 
Park Trust, a private land conservancy 
founded by NPCA, joined with the 
Conservation Fund to preserve 39.7 
acres in Pecos National Historical 
Park in New Mexico. The land is part 
of the Glorieta battlefield, site of a 
major struggle from the Western the
ater of the Civil War. The park also 
contains ancient Indian ruins and a 
portion of the Santa Fe Trail. 

• Study dropped. Plans for a $100,000 
Park Service study of turning a cham
ber under the Lincoln Memorial into 
a Lincoln museum have been dropped. 
Last year the Park Service publicly op
posed the idea, which had arisen and 
died before, maintaining that the cham
ber was too humid for papers and ar
tifacts and that building the museum 
would compromise the memorial's 
structural support and architectural in
tegrity. The Interior Department none
theless instructed the Park Service to carry 
out the study, the pet idea of a former 
member of Congress. But after opposi
tion and publicity from NPCA, the plans 
were cancelled and the funds returned 
to the strained Park Service budget. 
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A survey last year found harlequin 
duck numbers declining and a near-total 
failure to reproduce. Forty percent of 
the ducks are internally contaminated 
with petroleum, and 33 percent are in 
poor physical condition. 

At least 35 archaeological sites stud
ied so far were damaged. The number 
likely does not represent the full extent 
of injury. Along with being oiled, sites 
were trampled by clean-up crews, and 
vandalism and looting increased. 

Since 1989 researchers have carried 
out extensive studies in Prince William 
Sound and the Gulf of Alaska. Because 
of lawsuits over the spill, state and fed
eral officials held the studies as confi
dential until April. They are now in the 
process of being released to the public. 

The Department of Justice released a 
first summary of findings in 1991. The 
new information comes from a second 
summary, released by the Oil Spill Trust
ees Council. The council is entrusted with 
the $900 million federal and state settle
ment with the Exxon Corporation, to be 
used for research and restoration projects. 

Nearly 400 miles of coastline in 
Katmai National Park and Preserve, 
Kenai Fjords National Park, and 
Aniakchak National Monument and 
Preserve were oiled. But of $16 million 
to be spent on restoration and assess
ment this year, only $51,000 is for parks. 

"Specific concerns of the parks have 
been largely neglected," said Grisco. 
"These include the spill's effect on wilder
ness areas, detailed information about the 
archaeological damage, and bears." Bears 
feed in the same contaminated areas as 
otters and sea birds, but no major study 
has been done of the effect on them. 

PARKS HAVE FEW TOOLS 
AGAINST AIR POLLUTION 
The Clean Air Act passed by Congress 
in 1990 came with the promise of 
clearer, better air across the country. 
But for national parks with serious air 
pollution problems, NPCA and other 
conservation groups find the forecast 
still troubling. From California to 
Maine, air pollution is slowly under
mining the beauty, the health, and even 

Air pollution has dramatically reduced visibility at parks such as Great Smoky Mountains. 

the long-term viability of patches of 
wilderness that have always been con
sidered remote and protected. 

Currently, high levels of ozone can 
mean health warnings for visitors at 
Acadia National Park in Maine, Shen
andoah National Park in Virginia, and 
Sequoia National Park in California. 

While the stratospheric ozone layer 
shelters the Earth from ultraviolet ra
diation (see "The Unsheltering Sky," 
pages 26-27), ozone in the air comes 
from automotive and industrial emis
sions and is the principal ingredient in 
smog. Ozone levels that fall below fed
eral regulations, set to protect human 
health, still damage trees at Sequoia, 
Yosemite, Mount Rainier, and Great 
Smoky Mountains national parks. 

Sulfur dioxide, released primarily by 
power plants, has caused a 50-percent 
drop in visibility across the rural East, 
including national parks, over the last 40 
years. In the West, the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) predicts sulfur 
dioxide levels will rise 23 percent over 
the next 20 years. A 1990 Park Service 
analysis showed the possibility that vis
ibility in Grand Canyon and Glacier na
tional parks will decline another 300 
percent in the next four decades. 

Sulfur dioxide also leads to acid rain, 
as does nitrogen dioxide, also a product 
of auto exhaust and industry. At Acadia, 

Shenandoah, the Smokies, Rocky Moun
tain National Park, and Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore, acid rain threatens 
forests, lakes and streams, and aquatic 
life. At Gettysburg National Military Park, 
it eats away at marble monuments. 

"Man-made air pollution is probably 
the greatest external threat to the natu
ral and cultural resources of our Na
tional Park System," said Rep. Bruce 
Vento (D-Minn.), chair of the House 
subcommittee on national parks, at a 
recent hearing called to investigate pol
lution problems in the parks. 

A new problem is that, since the Clean 
Air Act restricts new sources of pollution 
in already dirty areas, those sources are 
now shifting to cleaner areas, often near 
national parks. But the National Park 
Service faces a variety of barriers when 
it tries to lessen the impact on parks. A 
case in point is Shenandoah. 

Shenandoah has the highest level of 
sulfur pollution of any national park and 
the second highest level of ozone. Mean
while, 20 new power plants have received 
permits in Virginia since 1986, and ap
plications are under review for 12 more. 

NPS has been unable to persuade 
the state to look at cumulative effects 
on the park when issuing permits. Even 
if a plant's emissions fall under a certain 
level, the combined effects of several 
such plants would be far more serious. 
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In examining how much a new source 
would worsen pollution at Shenandoah, 
the state of Virginia increased the bur
den of proof on the Park Service and 
required for some cases a level of pre
cision almost technically impossible. 

And finally, the Park Service's ef
forts met with disapproval from above. 
After it issued a preliminary notice in 
1990 that six of the plants would pollute 
Shenandoah, all six received permits 
from the state without any requirement 
for pollution controls to reduce their 
impact on the park. Superintendent 
William Wade sent a letter to EPA last 
year appealing one permit. In return he 
received a letter of reprimand from his 
superiors at the Interior Department. 

The Park Service did not appeal the 
five other permits. "NPCA believes that 
this failure was the result of political 
pressure applied by the Department of 
the Interior," Elizabeth Fayad, NPCA 
staff counsel, told Congress. 

"Protecting parks does not mean that 
industry should be prevented from ever 
locating near a national park," Fayad tes
tified. But, she stated, the law's intention 
is to require the best technology available 
to limit pollution from sources affecting 
parks. She also argued that new plants 
should offset their emissions by arranging 
pollution reductions elsewhere. Other
wise, despite the long-term reductions in 
acid rain and other pollutants the Clean 
Air Act is expected to produce, there 
could be no net improvement for parks. 

Further, since park air quality is a state 
rather than federal issue, parks can tackle 
pollution sources only in their own states, 
although much of the pollution that af
fects many parks comes across state lines. 

While working for the passage of the 
overall 1990 Clean Air Act, NPCA led 
efforts to give parks stronger protection. 
Rep. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) and the late 
Rep. Silvio Conte (R-Mass.) sponsored 
provisions to give all major national parks 
the highest degree of air quality protection 
available; make park air quality a federal 
responsibility; give more of the burden 
of proof to permit applicants; and in other 
ways improve visibility protection for 
parks. The measure passed the House 
but was blocked in the end by a coalition 
of Western senators. 

Beyond the Clean Air Act, NPCA 
believes, the Park Service needs fund
ing for better basic research, so it can 
determine damage more precisely, and 
for developing improved modeling 
methods. The Park Service also needs 
enough staff to involve itself regularly 
in permit proceedings. The adminis
tration's proposed 1993 budget would 
instead force a 25-percent reduction in 
NPS air quality monitoring sites. 

NPCA is calling for better funding, 
freedom from political interference, and 
amendment of the Clean Air Act to give 
the Park Service more authority to pur
sue solutions to air pollution in parks. 

The Bush Administration frequently 

cites the act as its greatest environmen
tal achievement. But Rep. Henry Wax-
man (D-Calif.), one of the 1990 act's 
principal authors, states, "The adminis
tration is gutting the Clean Air Act." 

NPCA and other groups say that in at 
least 50 separate areas the administration 
has failed to issue the regulations needed 
to carry out the act. It has issued some 
regulations so weak they may not survive 
court challenges. It has also repeatedly 
granted exemptions to industry from the 
act. Vice President Quayle's Council on 
Competitiveness has thrust itself into the 
process of writing regulations or of en
forcing the act to bring about results more 
favorable to industry. 

MARKUP 

K E Y P A R K L E G I S L A T I O N 

Bill 

Tatshenshini and 
Alsek Rivers 
H. J. Res. 460 
S. J. Res. 290 

Hudson River 
Artists 
H.R. 4829 
S. 2549 

Purpose 

The House and Senate joint resolutions 
call for a U.S.-Canada agreement to pro
tect the Tatshenshini and Alsek Rivers 
and. downstream, Glacier Bay National 
Park and Preserve in Alaska, from a 
massive copper mine proposed in British 
Columbia. NPCA supports. 

Establish Hudson River Artists National 
Historical Park in New York, preserving 
the home of painter Thomas Cole, pre
senting the achievements of other 
influential landscape artists, and inclu
ding 19,000 acres of state-owned Catskill 
Mountains scenery. NPCA supports. 

Increase concessions fees and return them 
to the park system; prevent overcom-
mercialization of parks; increase com
petition for contracts; reform possessor)' 
interest. NPCA supports. 

California desert 
H.R.2929 

California desert 
S.21 

Create Mojave National Monument, 
expand Death Valley and Joshua Tree 
national monuments and redesignate 
them as national parks, and establish 
4.1 million acres of Bureau of Land 
Management wilderness areas; allow 
hunting in Mojave NM. NPCA supports 
without the hunting amendment. 

Create Mojave National Park, expand 
Death Valley and Joshua Tree national 
monuments and redesignate them as 
national parks, and establish 4.4 million 
acres ol Bureau of Land Management 
wilderness areas. NPCA supports. 

NPCA is currently working on more than 60 bills. 

Status 

H.J.Res. 460 is before the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee and the 
subcommittee on national parks. 
S.J.Res. 290 is before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee. 

H.R. 4829 is before the House 
subcommittee on national parks. 
S. 2549 is before the Senate sub
committee on national parks. 

S. 1755 is before the Senate sub
committee on national parks. 

H.R. 2929 passed the House in 
November and is now before the 
Senate subcommittee on national 
parks. 

S. 21 is before the Senate sub
committee on national parks. 
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Drop by a bookstore 
and see for yourself. 

No other outdoor 
guide even comes 

close. 

It's the only state-by-state guide to 
more than 5,000 wildlife and outdoor 
recreation areas, including national 
and state parks, wildlife agencies, 

BLM sites, private reserves, 
and sanctuaries. 

Each state is comprehensively 
surveyed, the outdoor areas are 
shown on full-page maps, and 
accompanying charts provide 
essential information in forty 

categories. 

Topics include seasonal access, fees, 
wildlife abundance, camping and 
recreational facilities, hiking and 
biking trails, viewing areas, RV 

regulations, and much more — plus 
directions, addresses, and phone 

numbers. 

Whatever your activity — camping, 
touring, hiking, climbing, birdwatching, 
fishing, RVing, or simply sightseeing 

— if the great outdoors is your 
destination, this is the guide to carry. 

Available at bookstores. $16.95 
paperback, or call 1-800-225-3362 to 

order (add tax and shipping where 
applicable). 

Houghton Mifflin Company. 2 Park Street, 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

© John Oliver Jones 1992 

CONGRESS EXAMINES 
PARK BUILDING RENTS 
It is well-known that national park 
concessioners return only a small share 
of their gross receipts to the government. 
A congressional hearing found this spring 
that the low use fees concessioners pay 
for National Park Service-owned build
ings contributes to the problem. 

According to testimony from the Ge
neral Accounting Office, the low rents 
are exacerbated by problems in NPS 
management of concessions. GAO also 
contrasted the rents against the Park 
Sendee's maintenance backlog, estimated 
at $2.2 billion. Of this, $1.3 billion is in 
building and utility-related repair. 

"The system is in dire need of reform," 
said William Chandler, NPCA director 
of conservation programs. "The parks 
badly need a fair share of concessioner 
revenue. NPS needs the direction and 
know-how to collect that return." 

In 1990 concessioners brought in $564 
million in gross receipts, of which the 
government share was $14 million. GAO 
also found 150 contracts for 1990 giving 
concessioners use of a total of 1,400 NPS 

buildings. The total rent paid made up 
$1.2 million of the $14 million, for an 
average of $71 per building per month. 

While NPS policy requires a fee for 
building use, concessioners at Grand 
Canyon, Sequoia, and Isle Royale national 
parks and Death Valley National Monu
ment paid no fee. The operator of the 
City Tavern at Independence National 
Historical Park in Philadelphia paid in 
1990 a rent slightly more than $300 a 
month, as part of a lower-than-average 
franchise fee. The rent came to one-tenth 
of his car allowance. "These are amazing 
figures," said Rep. Mike Synar (D-Okla.l. 

GAO also found NPS did not know 
how many of its concessions contracts 
involved building use fees. Along with 
the "lack of completed and centralized 
data," GAO also cited "a lack of policy 
guidance" for setting the fees. 

NPCA is leading efforts to pass the 
Concessions Policy Reform Act, S. 1755. 
The act would bring about a thorough 
overhaul of the concessions system to 
provide a fairer return, direct that those 
funds go to the parks rather than the 
general treasury, and limit commercial
ization of parks. 
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H I - T E C P O S T E R S F O R P A R K S 
F I R S T E D I T I O N 

THE FUTURE O F O U R NATIONAL PARKS 
Is IN YOUR HANDS 

v 
J-our purchase of our First Edition National Parks Commemorative Poster will provide funds for projects in our 
National Parks, Monuments and Historic Sites. All net proceeds will go directly to these projects via the National Parks 
And Conservation Association, a nonprofit citizen group committed to the preservation of America's natural and cultural 
heritage. For only $6.90 you'll receive a beautifully illustrated 19 x 33 inch poster featuring the flora, fauna and 
geographical landmarks from dozens of National Parks and Monuments. It's suitable for framing and makes an excellent 
educational tool. This is your chance to help our National Parks and to enjoy their unique beauty on your wall. 
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RESOLUTION CALLS FOR 
PROTECTION OF RIVERS 
Congress is debating resolutions calling 
for protection of the Alsek and Tatshen-
shini rivers, threatened by development 
of a massive mine in British Columbia. 
Geddes Resources Ltd. of Toronto plans 
to build one of the world's largest open-
pit copper mines at Windy Craggy 
Mountain, 15 miles upstream from the 
U.S. border and from Glacier Bay Na
tional Park and Preserve in Alaska. 

The House and Senate joint resolu
tions, H.J. Res. 460 and S.J. Res. 290, 
introduced in April by Sen. Al Gore (D-
Tenn.) and Rep. Wayne Owens (D-Utah), 
call on the secretaries of Interior and State 
to seek agreements with Canada to pro
tect the entire watershed of the rivers. 

Mary Grisco, NPCA Alaska regional 
director, said, "The mine will destroy 
these wild lands forever. By saving the 
Tatshenshini, we can protect a healthy 
ecosystem, with incredible wildlife and 
water quality, that includes Glacier Bay 
and part of Wrangell-St. Elias National 
Park and Preserve," also in Alaska. 

Dona Reel of Tatshenshini Wild, a 
coalition of American and Canadian 
groups including NPCA, said, "The Tat
shenshini is North America's wildest river, 
and the area has the highest population 
of grizzlies in the world." 

The two rivers join eight miles from 
the U.S. border and flow into Glacier 
Bay, the Tongass National Forest, and 
finally into the Gulf of Alaska. The 
headwaters of the Alsek are protected in 
Canada's Kluane National Park, but its 
watershed and the Tatshenshini are not. 

Plans for the mine were delayed after 
U.S. and Canadian citizens and agencies 
expressed concerns about its effects. In 
April the new British Columbia govern
ment, which took office in December, 
called for a one-year study of the envi
ronmental, recreational, and economic 
impacts of the mine. British Columbia 
said it may decide to preserve the entire 
Tatshenshini wilderness, permit the de
velopment, or a combination of the two. 

The mine would be located 20 miles 
from the banks of the Tatshenshini. Plans 
include dumping more than 100,000 tons 
of waste rock behind a 300-foot high 

Along the Alsek River in 
Glacier Bay National Park. 

dam, constructing a 70-mile 
road along the Tatshenshini, 
and building 11 bridges 
across the river and its tribu
taries. The most recent plan 
also involves building two 
120-mile pipelines between 
the mine and Haines, Alaska, 
to transport ore and fuel. 

The mine would yield 
20,000 to 30,000 tons of 
copper ore daily, more than 
any mine in the world. It 
could also mean acid drain
age into the rivers. The sul
furic acid content of the ore 
at Windy Craggy is unusu
ally high, 35 percent. 

The Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), the Army Corps of Engineers, 
NPS, and other U.S. government agen
cies have expressed concern that the 
project would lead to irreversible harm. 

The mine would threaten wildlife in 
this remote wilderness area, including Dall 
sheep, bald eagles, moose, and bears. The 
pipelines would run through Chilkat Bald 
Eagle Preserve in Canada, which contains 
one of the world's largest populations of 
bald eagles. Salmon and other important 
commercial fish would suffer from dam
age to the rivers, as would the growing 
white-water rafting industry and the 

Yakutat Tlingit, whose hunting and 
gathering lifestyle depends upon the 
health of the Tatshenshini wilderness. 

EPA will conduct an environmental 
impact statement on the effects of high
way and pipeline construction on the 
Haines area if Geddes applies for the 
necessary permits. The water used to 
carry the ore would be treated and then 
dumped into nearby Lutak Inlet. 
ftta To help NPCA pass the resolutions, 

write your members of Congress, urging 
their support, at the U.S. House of Repre
sentatives, Washington, DC 20515 and 
the U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510. 
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THE FUTURE O F OUR NATIONAL PARKS IS IN YOUR HANDS... 
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xXs a company dedicated to the enjoyment of the 
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the National Parks. See your Hi-Tec dealer to find 
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can make a difference and make your plans to enjoy 
a National Park this year. 

GT 
RUGGED 

M-TEC 
Tested To The Ends Of The Earth 

SEE YOUR PARTICIPATING H I - T E C DEALER FOR 

DETAILS O N WINNING O N E O F FIVE NATIONAL PARK VACATIONS. 

CRATER LAKE • HAWAII VOLCASOES • MAMMOTH CAIE • CLACIER • CAXYOSLAXDS • REDWOOD • GREAT SMOKY MOCXTAISS • MT RISHMORE 

Hi-Tec Sports USA, Inc. • 4801 Stoddard Road • Modesto, CA 95356 • Outside CA: (800) 521-1698 • Inside CA: (800) 558-8580 • Canada (416) 564-0414/5/6 



Improve 
CTTYour 
oi luation 

Whatever 
size mattress, 
there's a Chair 
Kit tor you 
One size 
fits all six 
20" wide 
Therm-a-
Rest models 
Another for 
all three 25" 
wide Camp 
Rest models, 

Convert your 
Therm-a-Rest 
mattress to a 
chair. Just add 
a Therm-a-Rest'R 
Chair Kit. Sleeping 

comfort becomes 
sitting comfort. 

The best self-inflating 
camping mattress in 
the world becomes 
the best seat in camp. 
Eliminate the fatigue 
of sitting on the hard, 
cold ground. Sit back, 
enjoy true back 
support and relax in 
a Therm-a-Rest'R chair. 

For details and dealers 
write: Therm-a-Rest. Dept. N 
4000 1st Ave. S. 
Seattle. WA 98134 or call 

1-800-531-9531 
'992 Cascade Designs Inc 

BILL WOULD AID 
THREATENED PARKS 
In 1988 Congress voted for the emer
gency purchase of 558 acres adjoining 
Manassas National Battlefield in Vir
ginia. The move averted construction 
of a shopping mall on the land, part of 
the original battle site, but at the cost of 
$118 million and a bitter political battle. 

For years, NPCA has been calling 
for a way to address such threats to 
parks early on, before they reach the 
crisis point. As at Manassas, the Na
tional Park Service often has limited 
ability to affect or halt activities outside 
park boundaries, even when they are 
likely to cause harm to the park. 

A bill now before Congress would 
establish a way of averting preservation 
crises. The National Heritage Conserva
tion Act, S. 2556, is sponsored by Sen. 
Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.), chair of the 
Senate national parks subcommittee. 

The first step would be a "State of 
the National Parks" report, to be issued 
by the Secretary of the Interior every 
two years. The report would list threats 
to each park, in order of severity, and 
detail actions planned to address them. 
While parks are now often left to cope 
with serious problems on their own, the 
report would give more official recogni
tion to problems and require that plans 
be made and approved at the highest 
levels to counter them. 

The bill also calls for a new Interior 
Department program to create protec
tion strategies for parks. These strategies 
would entail programs of cooperation 
between NPS and relevant parties outside 
the parks. For a battlefield in a rapidly 
developing area, for example, the pro
gram would foster cooperation with local 
government and property owners to help 
preserve the historic integrity of the 
battlefield setting. 

Many threats to parks come from 
the actions of other federal agencies, 
including those within Interior. With 
exceptions for cases of national security 
or disasters, the bill would bar federal 
agencies from approving projects that 
would harm parks unless there are no 
reasonable alternatives. It would require 
federal actions that may affect parks to 

be consistent to the maximum extent 
practicable with protection strategies. 

"This legislation would be a signifi
cant step in ensuring that the nation's 
heritage is preserved for future genera
tions," said NPCA President Paul 
Pritchard. For several years, NPCA has 
advocated such legislation and has 
worked with the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and other groups 
to propose preservation measures now 
reflected in the bill. 
S/hsWrite your senators (the U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510), asking them to 
cosponsor and support S. 2556. 

NPS DECIDES TO STUDY 
PAVING OF BURR TRAIL 
The long battle over Utah's Burr Trail 
escalated this spring when the National 
Park Service decided to begin an envi
ronmental assessment on paving the 
entire road, including segments through 
two national parks. The Burr Trail is a 
scenic two-lane dirt road that winds 
through the backcountry of Capitol Reef 
National Park and Glen Canyon Na
tional Recreation Area and among sev
eral proposed wilderness areas. 

NPS agreed to the study under pres
sure from Garfield County, which has 
fought for decades to turn the trail into 
a major tourist road. NPCA and other 
conservation groups fear that the Park 
Service may eventually allow paving of 
the road and argue that the study is 
premature while major legal questions 
about the road remain unresolved. 

Garfield County claims that under 
an 1866 statute it has a right-of-way 
along all 66 miles of the Burr Trail, 
including the 16 miles in Capitol Reef 
National Park and Glen Canyon Na
tional Recreation Area, and therefore 
has the right to initiate roadwork. Al
though the claim is in dispute, Depart
ment of the Interior lawyers have told 
the Park Service to accept it. 

NPS has yet to devise a policy for 
handling such right-of-way claims. 
Rather than wait until a national policy 
is developed, however, its regional office 
is coming up with its own "interim" 
policy to guide the Burr Trail study. 
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AMERICA'S MOST HISTORIC FLAG 

1 magine the excitement of owning a flag flown at the same site where 
Washington, Jefferson, Franklin and other famous patriots drafted 
the Declaration of Independence... the same historic building where 
our Constitution was signed into law ensuring the freedoms we 
cherish so dearly. 

Centennial of the Pledge of Allegiance 
Now, to honor the 100th Anniversary of the Pledge of Allegi

ance, permission has been granted to have flags flown at America's 
most revered national landmark . . . Independence Hall, where on 
June 14, 1777, the first official U.S. Flag was flown. 

You may acquire the original 13 Star Flag or the modern 
50 Star Flag. Whichever you select, each is surely destined to 
become a treasured family heirloom. The Superintendent of 
Independence Hall Historic Park will sign a certificate 
attesting to the exact date your flag was flown at 
these historic grounds. 

Made in the U.S.A. 
Unlike so many U.S. flags which are pro

duced in foreign lands and printed on synthetic 
materials, these rare commemoratives 
which measure a full 3 feet by 
5 feet are made in America of 
pure cotton. Each is truly an 
individual work of art. The 
stars have been exquis
itely embroidered in 
high relief and the 
stripes meticu
lously sewn for 
beauty and 
long wear. 

Proud Heritage' 
The 31 profound words of 

the Pledge have been recited by millions 
upon millions of loyal Americans in solemn tribute to our 
grand colors. Veterans of the U.S. Armed Forces risked life and limb 
to defend and preserve this great symbol of Democracy. Now, you 
can once again show your pride in our stars and stripes by displaying 
this noble flag in its elegant presentation case for all to see and admire. 

* CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-872-7458 * 

Personal Engraving 

For (hose who own a flag of great 
importance, you may just purchase the display case depicted. 
We will engrave up to 100 personal characters on a plaque at no 
additional cost. 

ORDER NOW! 
There arc restrictions 
on the actual number 

of flags that can 
he tlown 

Name . 

Address . 

City/State/Zip . 

Daytime Phone (_ 

Qty. Item 

13-Star Flag only 

50-Star Flag only 

3x5 Case only 

5x9'/: Ceremonial Case only 

13-Star Flag w/Case 

50-Star Flag w/ Case 

Price 

39.95 

39.95 

49.95 

09.95 

X9.no 

89.00 

Shipping & Handling, each 

Utah residents, add 6.259r sales tax 

Total 

Total 

5.00 

Method of Payment • AmEx • VISA •MasterCard • Check Payable to: U.S. FLAG 

Card Number . Exp. Date . 

All credit cards will be charged upon receipt. Allow up to 90 days for delivery. 

SEND TO: National Parks and Conservation Association 
c/o SILVERSMITHS GROUP USA INC. 
6925 UNION PARK CENTER • MIDVALE. UTAH 84047 

http://X9.no


Celebrating Our 
National Parks 

THEYOSEMITE 
T E X T B Y J O H N M U I R 

P H O T O G R A P H S BY GALEN ROWELL 

Now in paperback, this bcstscllinn celebra
tion by acclaimed nature photographer 
Galen Rowell assembles more than 100 of 
his superb, full-color images of Yosemite 
to create a spectacular edition of John 
Muir's classic 

$25 00 PAPER 

The road twists and turns through the 
most spectacular and untouched scenery 
in Capitol Reef. NPS plans recommend 
federal wilderness designation for the 
area, and NPS policy requires protection 
of its wilderness qualities. 

Expanding or paving the trail would 
mean huge increases in traffic, noise, 
and off-road recreation. Both road 
construction and heavier use of the area 
would take a toll on fragile desert plant 
and animal life and on nearby archae
ological sites. "The Park Service should 
stiffen its spine and say no to such deg
radation," said Terri Martin, NPCA 
Rocky Mountain regional director. 

Martin urged concerned readers to 
write NPS opposing paving of the Burr 
Trail. She said letters can call for expan
sion of the environmental assessment to 
an environmental impact statement, a 
more thorough and rigorous examina
tion of a project's effects, and insist that 
all studies be open for the standard 90-
day public comment period. 
&aWrite the Park Service at P.O. Box 
25287, Denver, CO 80225. 

NPCA OPPOSES GROWING 
COMMERCIALISM AT PARK 
Two professional tennis tournaments, 
advertising displays, and parking on a 
public ball field are slated for Rock Creek 
Park in the District of Columbia this 
summer, under an interim plan released 
by the National Park Service in May. 

The plan is in effect until an NPS 
environmental impact statement (EIS) 
determines what uses of the debt-ridden 
private William H.G. Fitzgerald Tennis 
Center within the park will be approved 
in the future. A draft is due in December. 

NPCA and community groups ar
gue that for-profit use of the stadium is 
being allowed to damage and commer
cialize the park, reduce public access, and 
disrupt surrounding neighborhoods. 

"What this amounts to is a taxpayer 
bailout of the tennis foundation, at the 
expense of the public and the park," 
said NPCA President Paul Pritchard. 
"This is one of the most flagrant misuses 
of a national park NPCA has ever seen." 

In 1987 NPS agreed to let the Wash

ington Tennis Foundation build a 7,500-
seat stadium in the park. The founda
tion planned to finance construction by 
holding the annual Sovran men's tour
nament there and pledged that proceeds 
would also go toward tennis programs 
for city children. 

But construction costs exceeded the 
foundation's projections, leaving it $6 
million in debt. It then approached NPS 
for permission to hold another tourna
ment to help pay off the debt. Over 
community protest, NPS permitted a 
women's tournament last August, 
sponsored by Virginia Slims. Even more 
controversial were the foundation's 
proposals last year to hold professional 
boxing matches, a two-ring circus, ice 
skating shows, and other events at the 
stadium. The Park Service deferred a 
decision on these events to the EIS, 
which will examine a range of alterna
tives for the stadium's future. 

Along with the men's tournament, 
the plans for this summer include a new 
sponsor for the women's series and 
satellite parking and buses to reduce 
congestion in surrounding neighbor
hoods, one major complaint. 

But Park Service plans for parking 
of 850 cars on a public ball field during 
the men's tournament, if weather per
mits, comes despite a promise last year 
that there would be no on-field park
ing. The decision was taken out of the 
Park Service's hands by the Department 
of the Interior. In the past, fields used 
for tournament parking have been 
damaged so badly they could not be 
used for most of the year. 

The interim plan was devised by a 
task force appointed by Interior Secre
tary Manuel Lujan and made up of 
foundation, Interior, and NPS repre
sentatives but no members of conserva
tion or neighborhood organizations. 

The interim plan also includes ad
vertising and display of tournament 
sponsors' products in the park. Cur
rent NPS policy bars advertising in the 
parks. A proposed new rule officially 
waives that policy for Rock Creek Park. 

Sponsor displays at last year's tour
naments included Infiniti cars displayed 
on stages and test rides in the stadium 
parking lot; a six-foot-high watch ad-
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EASY ACCESS TO 
NATIONAL PARKS 

A Sierra (tub Guide for People with Disabilities 

WENDY ROTH AND MICHAEL TOMPANE 

This unique, much-needed guidebook 
enables those with physical limitations 
(disabilities, seniors, and families with 
young children) to enjoy wilderness and 
other natural areas in all 50 National Parks 

(16.00 PAPER 
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\tamo features fine General Mot, 
cars Hke this Buii h Regal 

Which of these three Alamo offers is best for you? 
As a member of Alamos Association Program, you can enjoy great benefits every time you rent from Alamo. You can start by using tbe 

attached certificate for a free upgrade or $3 to S10 off your next association weekly rental. You'll also receive unlimited /tee mileage on ever) rental 
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vertising Rado Swiss watches; free 
samples of Coppertone lotion; and carts 
selling Hiiagen-Dazs ice cream. 

The proposed rule calls the exemp
tion a "unique situation." But an inter
nal Interior Department memo suggests 
"broader use of the [Tennis] Center" 
for money-making events, as part of "a 
pilot urban parks use program" that 
could serve as a model tor other parks. 

"The commercialization of Rock 
Creek Park clearly sets a dangerous 
precedent for all other national parks," 
Pritchard said. NPCA is calling for a 
congressional investigation of the rela
tionship between the Park Service and 
the Washington Tennis Foundation and 
of the appropriateness of commercial 
activities in the park. 

LANDSCAPE ARTISTS SITE 
PROPOSED AS PARK 
Deep in the Catskill Mountains, 143 
miles north of New York City on the 
Hudson River, sit the home and studio 
of Thomas Cole, one of America's most 
influential landscape artists. Cole, who 
through his paintings was one of Amer
ica's earliest proponents of wilderness 
preservation, and the other artists of 
the Hudson River School ot landscape 
painting may soon be commemorated 
by the National Park Service. 

Cole's The Clove, Catskills, ca. 1827. 

The Thomas Cole Foundation, which 
bought the artist's home in 1982 to pre
serve it for posterity, has offered to do
nate the land and home to the Park 
Service. A recent study prepared by 
NPS proposes the inclusion of Cole's 
home and studio in the National Park 
System. Cole's home, known as Cedar 
Grove, was designated a national his
toric landmark in 1965. Originally 90 
acres, the site today is only 3.4 acres. 

Bruce Craig, NPCA cultural re
sources program manager, said, "NPCA 
is calling for its inclusion in the park 
system to better represent the cultural 
achievements of the United States." 

NPCA helped finance the Cole study 
and recommended turning the home in
to a national historic site to represent 
Cole and painters he inspired, such as 
Frederick Church, Albert Bierstadt, Jas
per Cropsey, and Asher Durand. Sen. 
Daniel Moynihan (D-N.Y.) and Rep. 
Gerald Solomon (R-N.Y.) in April in
troduced bills to designate the site as 
part of Hudson River Artists National 
Historical Park. The park would also in
clude 19,000 surrounding acres of moun
tain scenery preserved by the state of 
New York, including many scenes from 
Hudson River School paintings. The 
land would remain in state hands—the 
park requires no federal land pur-

THE MATHER 
SOCIETY 

The Mather Society involves dedicated 
members and friends of iYP( '.A who. by 
their annual general contribution of 
S1,000 or more, continue to ensure the 
thoughtful stewardship of our National 
Park System through their leadership, 
activism, and generosity. 

We gratefully acknowledge these 
individuals, whose support enables us 
to continue the fine tradition of Stephen 
Tyng Mather, the first director of the 
National Park Service and one of the 
founders of NPCA. 

Donors since April 1, 1992: 

Bill and Alice Bierer 
Alice P. Doyle 
Estelle W. Ferguson 
Mrs. Vernon W. Furrow-
Randolph A. Kidder 
Carolyn King 
Mrs. William F. Kirsch, Jr. 
Elizabeth McC. Knowles 
Mr. and Mrs. Orin Lehman 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Sargent 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Spitzer, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Timmons 
Martha W. Tolman 

For information on how to join the 
Mather Society, contact: DianeClifford, 
NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

chase—but would be cooperatively 
managed with the Park Service. 

Cole was the catalyst in the develop
ment of a uniquely American school of 
landscape painting. He and artists in
fluenced by him interpreted nature dif
ferently than did their contemporaries 
in Europe, such as Claude Monet, who 
portrayed it in pastel colors. Cole 
painted the dark and mysterious side of 
America, sending the curious in search 
of the romantic wilderness he painted. 

Some of his most famous works, in
cluding the series "The Voyage of Life," 
a four-piece allegory, are part ot the 
Smithsonian collection. 
.£n Write to your members of Congress, 

asking for their support of S. 2549 and 
H.R. 4829, at the U.S. Senate, Washing
ton, DC 20510, and the U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515. 
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You give so 
much more 
than money 

when you 
sponsor a 

child through 
Save the 
Children. 

How Save the Children's funds 
are spent. 85% of all dollars spent 
from sponsor
ships and other 
donations goes 
right to programs 
that benefit 
kids most. 

If anyone should \f ask you the price of hope, tell them it's 65C a day. That's what 
it costs to sponsor a child through Save the Children. 

Many children around the world lead lives of such excruciating poverty they have given 
up hope of ever escaping. They face illness, hunger and deprivation — struggles their 
families have known for generations. 

But you can help change that. You can make a lasting 
difference. 

You can help bring pure water to a child's com
munity, a school to his village, or health care to his 
family — the things that can bring hope to a child's 
eyes, strength to his body, and nourishment to his 
mind. 

You'll have the opportunity to know this child 
personally, through photographs and reports. You 
can even exchange letters if you wish. You'll feel 
the personal reward of seeing what your love and 
support can do. 

Because 60 years of experience has taught us that 
direct handouts are the least effective way of helping 
children, your sponsorship contributions are not 

distributed in this way. Instead, combined with other sponsors', they are 
used to help children in the most effective way possible — by helping the 
entire community with projects and services such as health care, 
education, food production, and nutrition. 

Sponsoring a child through Save the Children costs only S20 a month. 
The cost is so little, the rewards are so great. Won't you become a Save the 
Children sponsor today? Fill out the coupon below, and help bring hope 
to a child. 

Mail this coupon...and bring hope to a child. 
I I i e S , I want to become a Save the Children sponsor. My first monthly sponsorship 

contribution of $20 is enclosed. I prefer to sponsor a • boy • girl • either 
in the area I've checked below. 

• Where the need is greatest 
• Africa • Caribbean • Middle East 
• American Indian • Himalayas • South America 
• Asia • Central America • United States 

• Instead of becoming a sponsor at this time, I am enclosing a contribution of $ . 
• Please send me more information. 
Established 1932. The original child sponsorship agency. 
YOl'R SPONSORSHIP PAYMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE U.S. INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE. We are indeed proud 
of our use of funds. Our annual report and audit statement are available upon request. 

© 1991 SAVETIIEUIILDREN FEDERATION, INC. 
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Save the Children 
50 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880 
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F O R U M 

The 
Unsheltering Sky 

A thinning ozone layer threatens people, 
wilderness, and wildlife alike. 

By Sen. Al Gore 

T HE RAPID DETERIORATION of t he 

stratospheric ozone layer is but 
one signal of an environmental 

crisis revealing itself worldwide. The 
disturbing news carries with it a threat 
to all communities as well as our na
tional parks—areas that for so long have 
been considered untouched and un
touchable. 

But no longer. A "hole" similar to 
the one that opens each winter over 
Antarctica is now threatening a sizable 
portion of North America. For the first 
time, densely populated areas, vast 
stretches of land, and an array of spe
cies will be exposed to significantly in
creased doses of dangerous ultraviolet 
radiation. This winter scientists re
corded higher levels of ozone-depleting 
chlorine over northern New England 
and Canada than they had ever recorded 
anywhere else. The findings are as
tounding, though not surprising. 

Early scientific evidence, announced 
in the fall by the International Ozone 
Trends Assessment Panel, showed 
ozone depletion occurring 200 percent 
faster than had been measured previ
ously and, for the first time, reported 
significant levels of decline during the 
summer months. At a November Sen
ate hearing, which I chaired, scientists 
and doctors testified that the loss of the 
ozone layer would allow more ultravio
let radiation to hit Earth and predicted 

it would cause 300,000 additional cases 
of skin cancer, 1.6 million new cases of 
cataracts, and damage to the human 
immune system. 

Indeed, the thinning of the protec
tive ozone "blanket" that covers Earth 
affects us all. Every 1 percent decrease 
in ozone means a corresponding 2 per
cent increase in the amount of ultraviolet 
radiation bathing our skin and a 4 per
cent increase in skin cancer. Incidents 

Animals and plants also are affected 
by the disappearing ozone layer. In 
Southern Chile, residents report blind 
salmon, sheep with cataracts, and sight-
impaired rabbits that are easily caught 
because they do not recognize they are 
being hunted. Scientists attribute these 
symptoms to exposure to ultraviolet ra
diation, a result of the hole in the ozone 
layer over the southernmost regions of 
the globe. 

In our oceans, which supply most of 
Earth's oxygen and much of its food, 
ultraviolet radiation is having an omi
nous effect. It penetrates waters much 
deeper than it has in the past, causing 
reductions in the productivity of ocean 
life such as krill and plankton, organ
isms that form the base of the food 
chain. Indeed, since 1987 scientists have 
measured reductions in phytoplankton 
of 6 to 12 percent, depending on the 
depth of the water. 

Plants that normally remove carbon 
dioxide (C02) from the atmosphere 
through photosynthesis are especially 
vulnerable to large increases in ultra
violet radiation. Scientific evidence in
dicates that plants can no longer photo-
synthesize at the same rate when ex
posed to this radiation, thus raising the 
levels of C0 2 in the atmosphere. 

In Queensland, Australia, more than 75 percent of the 
people who have reached the age of 65 

have some form of skin cancer. 

of skin cancer and cataracts are increas
ingly common in areas of the Southern 
Hemisphere, such as Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa, and Patagonia, 
where the ozone layer is extremely thin. 

Residents of Patagonia have been 
advised by the Argentine Health Minis
try to stay indoors as much as possible 
during September and October. In 
Queensland, Australia, more than 75 
percent of the people who have reached 
the age of 65 have some form of skin 
cancer, and children are required by 
law to wear large hats and neck scarves 
to and from school to guard against 
ultraviolet radiation. 

The concentration in the atmosphere 
of C0 2 and other heat-absorbing mol
ecules has increased nearly 25 percent 
since World War II. This increase in 
heat-trapping gases—like the effect of 
a greenhouse—seriously threatens the 
world's climate: the pattern of winds, 
rainfall, surface temperatures, ocean 
currents, and sea level. These in turn 
affect the types of plants and animals 
that survive, the viability of our farms, 
forests, and even our national parks. 

Preliminary evidence shows that as 
the oceans get warmer, they stop ab
sorbing C0 2 at their current rate. This 
is especially disturbing since the amount 
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of C0 2 in the oceans is 50 times the 
amount currently in the atmosphere. In 
other words, if the amount absorbed by 
the oceans dropped only 2 percent, the 
amount in the atmosphere might ac
cordingly double—and in the process 
warm the oceans even more. Moreover, 
some scientists argue that the warming 
of shallow Arctic Ocean waters will lead 
to the release into the atmosphere of 
methane—a greenhouse gas 20 times 
more effective than each molecule of 
CO at trapping Earth's heat. 

And today, even as we 
try to understand the 
enormity of this, we con
tinue putting chlorofluo-
rocarbons (CFCs), meth
ane, CO,, and other 
chemicals into the envi
ronment, further heating 
the atmosphere and erod
ing a dangerously thin 
ozone layer. What does 
it mean to redefine one's 
relationship to the sky? 
What will it do to our 
children's outlook on life 
if we have to teach them 
to be afraid to look up? 

Without a global com
mitment to phase out 
CFCs and other ozone-
depleting chemicals, it 
could be only a matter of 
time before animals in 
our own forests and na
tional parks exhibit the 
effects of ultraviolet radiation. Acadia 
National Park in Maine—where high 
levels of ozone-depleting chemicals have 
been measured in the upper atmo
sphere—already suffers from the effects 
of acid rain and other human-caused 
pollution. Alaska, too, is in danger. 
Once considered pristine and remote, 
our northernmost state faces unprec
edented assaults on its environment. 
The assaults vary from increased ultra
violet radiation to proposals that would 
allow oil drilling in the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge. There are no longer 
any "safe" regions free from environ
mental degradation. National parks 
used to offer refuge to endangered and 
threatened animals and plants, but these 

parks are now increasingly at risk. 
In the past, we assumed that nothing 

we could do would have a lasting effect 
on the global environment. It is pre
cisely that assumption that must be 
discarded so we can think strategically 
about our new relationship to Earth. 
We must do no less than make the res
cue of the global environment a central 
organizing principle for our post-Cold 
War civilization. What is needed is a 
plan—call it the Global Marshall Plan 
for the environment—that combines 

large-scale, long-term, carefully targeted 
financial aid to developing nations; 
massive efforts to design and then to 
transfer to poor nations new technolo
gies needed for sustained economic 
progress; a worldwide program to sta
bilize population; and binding commit
ments by the industrial nations to ac
celerate their transition to an environ
mentally responsible pattern of life. 

To work, however, any such effort 
will require wealthy nations to make a 
transition that in some ways will be more 
wrenching than that of the Third World, 
because powerful established patterns 
will be disrupted. Any effort must em
phasize cooperation while respecting the 
integrity of individual nations. 

Some ecological goals are obvious. 
We need to rapidly create and develop 
environmentally appropriate technolo
gies—especially in energy, transporta
tion, agriculture, building construction, 
and manufacturing. Toward this end, I 
have proposed a Strategic Environment 
Initiative (SEI), a worldwide program 
that would discourage and phase out 
older, inappropriate technologies and 
develop and disseminate a new genera
tion of sophisticated and environmen
tally benign substitutes. As soon as pos

sible, SEI should be the 
subject of intensive inter
national discussions, first 
among the industrial na
tions and then with the 
developing world. 

The nations of Earth 
need a new generation of 
agreements to make the 
overall plan a success. 
These agreements must 
be especially sensitive to 
the vast differences of ca
pability and need be
tween developed and un
developed nations. The 
process will begin at the 
Earth Summit in Brazil 
this June. President Bush 
announced his participa
tion there only after all 
other nations agreed to 
his watered-down version 
of a plan to curb global 
warming. 

What is needed, finally, is this: an 
ecological perspective that does not treat 
Earth as something separate from hu
man civilization. We, too, are part of 
the whole, and looking at the whole 
ultimately means looking at ourselves. 
If we do not see that we are a powerful 
natural force like the winds and tides, 
we cannot see how we threaten to push 
Earth out of balance. 

Sen. Gore is a two-term Democrat from 
Tennessee, and author of the book Earth 
in the Balance: Ecology and the Hu
man Spirit. He is chairman of the Senate 
subcommittee on science, technology, and 
space. 
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Raptor Redux 
The peregrine falcon makes a remarkable recovery, 

returning to many historic nesting sites in the national parks. 

By Steve Howe 

ONE WINTER MORNING in Glen 
Canyon National Recreation 
Area, I was basking beneath a 

sun-warmed cliff, trying to nap despite 
a raucous mob of nearby finches. I had 
just begun to doze, when suddenly the 
whole flock cheeped in alarm, and a 
sound like a saber thrust cut the air. 

I jerked awake in time to see a small, 
dark "hawk" pull out of a dive. The 
distinctive black cheek patches, pointed 
wings, tapered tail, and acrobatic flight 
established that this was not a hawk, 
but the magnificent and endangered 
peregrine falcon, longtime poster child 
of the environmental movement. 

When last seen, the agile raptor was 
flapping frantically over the canyon rim, 
pursued by a hundred sparrow-size 
birds . Falco peregrinus may be the 
world's fastest animal—it has the ability 
to dive at speeds exceeding 200 miles 
an hour—but revenge-drunk finches 
can easily outclimb one. 

The daily life of a predator, at least 
this particular one, may not be all we 
imagined it to be, but things are looking 
up for peregrine falcons as a whole. 
From a critical low in the 1970s, these 
endangered birds have rebounded to 

Peregrines typically lay two to four eggs 
per nest, which they prefer to locate on 
sheer cliffs. As a result of the effects of 
DDT, shells became so thin that brooding 
birds frequently crushed their own eggs. 

such levels that the U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service recently proposed removing 
most populations from the federal en
dangered species list. The move remains 
controversial because the birds still face 
challenges in portions of their range, 
but there is little doubt that peregrine 
populations are mending throughout 
most of North America. 

National parks, monuments , and 
recreation areas have played critical roles 
in this recovery for a simple reason: 

peregrines prefer sheer, inaccessible 
cliffs for nesting sites, the same kind of 
grand and scenic escarpments that so 
often led to national park designation. 
Particularly in the West, biologists of
ten describe peregrines as park birds. 
Even during the days when populations 
nearly dropped out of sight, parks such 
as Big Bend in Texas, Canyonlands and 
Glen Canyon in Utah, and Grand Can
yon in Arizona provided refuge. And 
when the birds migrate from Greenland 
and Canada to the Caribbean, Assa-
teague Island National Seashore in Vir
ginia and Padre Island National Sea
shore in Texas continue to serve as 
critical staging areas. 

The peregrines' rebound from near 
extinction provides an opportunity to 
savor a rare success story in the struggle 
to save endangered wildlife. Only two 
decades ago, there seemed little room 
for optimism. 

The peregrines' decline began well 
before the 1970s and coincided with 
the introduction of DDT, a pesticide 
considered a panacea for farmlands 
plagued by insects. General use of DDT 
began in earnest after World War II, 
peaking in the late 1960s, when mil-
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Believed to be the world's fastest animal, 
peregrines can reach speeds of up to 200 
miles an hour during an aerial dive. 

lions of pounds of the chemical were 
used annually on thousands of acres of 
land. A persistent poison resistant to 
biodegradation, DDT pervaded the 
food chain, accumulating in increased 
quantities at each level from plant to 
insect to bird to mammal. Predators 
were especially vulnerable because 
nearly everything they consumed was 
contaminated. Even today, 20 years af
ter its use was phased out in the United 
States, traces of DDT can be found in 
the tissues of many organisms—includ
ing humans. 

Long-term damage first became evi
dent in birds of prey; ospreys, Cooper's 
hawks, bald eagles, and peregrine fal
cons were hardest hit. DDT and its 
breakdown product DDE interfered 
with a female bird's calcium metabo
lism. Consequently, eggshells were so 
thin that brooding birds frequently and 
inadvertently crushed or addled their 
own eggs. Embryos in the eggs that 
managed to escape this fate were prone 
to dehydration. 

Populations of peregrines suffered 
along with those of all birds of prey. 
Never particularly abundant anywhere 
in their wide range, the birds' popula
tions plummeted nearly as rapidly as 
the peregrines' own hurtling dives. Prior 
to 1950, an estimated 350 pairs nested 
in the Appalachian region, but by 1968 
peregrines were extinct east of the 
Mississippi. By 1970 peregrines had 
vanished from Greater Yellowstone, 
and by the mid-1970s populations had 
dropped 90 percent in the West. During 
this period, only 19 pairs were known 
to be nesting in the states of California, 
Colorado, Oregon, Washington, and 
New Mexico. By the end of the decade, 
the birds had disappeared from Wyo
ming, Montana, and Idaho. A relatively 
healthy nucleus survived among the red 
rock cliffs of northern Arizona and 
southern Utah, but the national total 
was a mere 100 to 150 pairs. 

"The disappearance of the birds had 
been going on for a while before we 
realized it was more than a local prob
lem," says Tom J. Cade, an ornithologist 
who founded The Peregrine Fund in 
1970 at Cornell University in Ithaca, 
New York. The fund is a private orga

nization dedicated to breeding the birds 
in captivity and reintroducing them to 
the wild. "Archie Hagar, who had been 
observing peregrines in Massachusetts 
since the 1930s, thought the declines 
were from raccoon depredation. We all 
had some such theory," says Cade. 

During the 1963 International Orni
thological Congress at Cornell, scientists 
realized they were dealing with a conti
nent-wide decline. Two years later at 
the Peregrine Conference in Madison, 
Wisconsin, research was presented that 
made the relationship between DDT 
and the decline of falcons obvious. In 
1972 two North American subspecies 
of peregrines were declared endangered: 
Falco peregrinus anatum, the classic 
black and white genotype of the con
tiguous 48 states and southern Canada; 
F. p. tundrius, a small, dark bird that 
nests primarily in Canada. A third sub
species, Peale's peregrine (F. p. pealeii), 
was not classified. In March of that year, 
Mexico and the United States amended 
the Migratory Bird Treaty to stipulate 
that killing or removing birds of prey 
from the wild was illegal. At the same 
time, the use of DDT in the United 
States and Canada was restricted. 
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Halting the use of DDT was the most 
significant step toward the peregrines' 
recovery. Releasing captive-bred birds 
into an unhealthy environment would 
be like sowing seeds onto concrete. And 
the situation had deteriorated beyond 
the stage where preservation alone was 
adequate. The Peregrine Fund initiated 
breeding efforts in 1970, and the first 
captive-bred F. p. anatum hatched suc
cessfully three years later. Experimental 
releases began the following year. 

"We knew peregrines were difficult 
to rear," says Bill Burnham, an orni
thologist hired by The Peregrine Fund 
to oversee its western projects. "There 
was a great deal of pessimism about the 
possibility of releasing falcons on any
thing other than an incidental basis." 

The National Park Service became 
involved in peregrine recovery in 1976, 
when Assistant Secretary of the Interior 
Nathaniel Reed helped to secure federal 
money for The Peregrine Fund. While 
resource managers at Grand Canyon 
and Big Bend concentrated on protect
ing peregrines, managers in parks where 
populations had been eliminated 
through DDT or declining habitat 
worked with The Peregrine Fund to 

begin reintroductions. 
A tremendous amount of effort went 

into each falcon chick. Where appro
priate, peregrine eggs—between two 
and four per nest—were removed from 
the wild immediately after laying. This 
induced the females to lay a second 
time—a process called "double clutch
ing." The second clutch would then be 
replaced by plaster imitations that the 
female would guard as her own. All 
eggs were incubated individually, 
weighed, and turned every three days. 
Many eggs had dangerously thin shells 
or cracks. Workers repaired fractures 
by gluing them and treated dehydrated 
eggs by humidifying the incubator. A 
normal peregrine egg loses about 17 
percent of its weight between the time 
it is laid and when it hatches. If eggs 
lost too much weight, workers resorted 
to waxing the shell to prevent water 
loss. When the chicks hatched after the 
33- to 35-day term, falcon puppets were 
used to feed the fledglings destined for 
the wild. This prevented the birds from 
"imprinting" on humans or identifying 
too closely with their caretakers. Young 
birds then were introduced to an active 
nest, or "hacked"—placed in an open-

A biologist carries chicks to a "hacking" 
site high above the Yampa River in 
Dinosaur National Monument, Colorado. 

fronted shelter high on a cliff and fed 
until the birds were old enough to fly 
away on their own. 

By 1980 releases in Rocky Mountain 
National Park and Dinosaur National 
Monument in Colorado and Grand 
Teton and Yellowstone national parks 
in Wyoming had shifted into high gear. 
Historically 32 known pairs inhabited 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem. 
Between 1980 and 1991, 500 captive 
young were released into the region. 
Two pairs returned to nest in 1984, one 
occupying a cliff that had been vacant 
for 15 years. Now 30 nesting pairs in
habit the ecosystem—just two short of 
historic levels. Other Western parks also 
saw successful releases. Peregrines have 
returned to Yosemite's El Capitan; Di
nosaur National Monument has at least 
eight pairs; and populations through
out Colorado climbed from a low of six 
pairs to the current 50, including pairs 
in Rocky Mountain National Park and 
Mesa Verde National Monument. Both 
Grand and Glen canyons have more 
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National park sites have provided critical 
habitat for peregrines, whose rebound 
provides a rare success story in the 
struggle to save endangered wildlife. 

than 60 reproducing aeries or nests on 
cliffs. 

Populations of peregrines that had 
managed to survive in the wild also be
gan to rebound. "In Big Bend the 
numbers dropped very low, but we were 
never forced to hack," says Dr. Milford 
Fletcher, former chief scientist for NPS 
Southwest Region. "Instead, we tried 
to protect native birds, believing that 
genetic stock was better adapted to the 
region." 

As a result of the U.S. and Canadian 
bans on DDT as well as protection 
through the Endangered Species Act, 
peregrines in Alaska have shown an 8 
percent annual increase in population 
since the late 1970s. At Yukon-Charley 
Rivers National Preserve in Alaska, 
peregrine populations—perhaps the 
most studied in the park system—have 
shown remarkable success. The Na
tional Park Service has been collecting 
data since 1979 on peregrines in the 
preserve, which was formed in part to 
protect the birds. Peregrines nest on 
the high bluffs above the Yukon River 
as well as along the Charley, and breed 
here in high concentrations. 

The Eastern population of peregrines 
suffered the greatest damage and re
covery has been slower than in the West. 
Releases have been concentrated in two 
parks where peregrines historically 
nested: Acadia National Park in Maine 
and Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park in Tennessee. In 1983 park per
sonnel contacted The Peregrine Fund 
about establishing hack sites in Acadia. 
"We hacked for three years at an area 
that was not close to historical aeries. 
But the birds returned to the Precipice, 
a large ciiff area in the park, and took 
up residence in nearly the same section 
as historical sightings," says Carroll 
Schell, resource management specialist 
at Acadia. Great Smoky Mountains has 
had a tougher time. There has not been 
a successful nest in the park or in Ten
nessee since hacking began in 1984, says 
NPS biologist Kim DeLozier. There 

have, however, been successful nests 
documented nearby in North Carolina. 

Eventually more than 4,000 per
egrines were reintroduced across the 
United States; currently 700 known 
pairs inhabit the lower 48 states, al
though the estimated breeding popula
tion is said to be higher at 890 pairs—a 
tenfold increase from the mid-1970s. 
But this information presents an over
simplified picture of the birds' status 
nationwide. Peregrines are virtually 
nonexistent in the northern Rockies, 
where continued releases are planned. 
The birds still struggle in the East, al
though there are more than 90 pairs 
between New England and South 
Carolina. Restoring Eastern populations 
to historical numbers may be virtually 
impossible because of human en
croachment, but some pairs have shown 
adaptability by nesting on tall buildings 
in New York City, Pittsburgh, Phila
delphia, and Baltimore. 

The expense of this 20-year effort 
has been high. No one, even the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, has an accu

rate overall figure, but estimated costs 
are about $30 million. And reintroduc-
tion has not been the simple, straight
forward approach it would seem. 

In Dinosaur National Monument, 
biologists have shot great horned owls 
that threatened to kill peregrine chicks. 
In New Jersey, increased numbers of 
migrating peregrines feed on least terns, 
a small seabird considered endangered 
in some parts of the country. Reintro
duced falcons at Maryland's Assateague 
feed on endangered piping plovers, a 
shorebird that nests there, and harass 
weakened Greenland peregrines that 
have stopped to rest during migration. 
In the Pacific Northwest, the niche once 
occupied by peregrines has been filled 
by prairie falcons, a bird better adapted 
to dry conditions. 

Vacant ecological niches rarely stay 
empty for long, and transplanting 
wildlife as though it were Dutch tulips 
will always entail problems. But per
egrines are adaptable birds. Some mi
grate great distances; others don't mi
grate at all. In Salt Lake City, Utah, 
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peregrines have nested on high-rise ho
tels, neon mall signs, and gravel quar
ries just across the interstate and rail
road tracks from petroleum refineries. 

Overall, we can breathe a sigh of 
relief for the peregrine, yet there are 
dangers even in this. Although per
egrines have shown remarkable success, 
their eggshells remain 5 to 15 percent 
thinner than normal, a value which no 
longer affects survival but demonstrates 
their sensitivity to hazards in the envi
ronment. Biologists in Big Bend Na
tional Park continue to find low levels 
of pesticides and heavy metals in the 
Rio Grande, from which nearly all of 
the water 100 miles upstream of the 
park is diverted for irrigation. Every 
drop that flows through Big Bend comes 
from the tributary Rio Concho, which 
commences in Mexico. 

Mike Britten, peregrine recovery 
program coordinator for the NPS Rocky 
Mountain region, also is concerned 
about developing "a public perception 
that we can solve any endangered spe
cies problem through captive breeding, 

the hell with preserving habitat." 
Captive breeding and rearing are 

appropriate for restoring species that 
have been decimated, as in the case of 
the peregrine. But they should be a last 
resort and are a tenuous, complex 
business. "Peregrine falcons have been 
the biggest single testing ground for 
breeding and reintroducing birds," says 
Cade, of The Peregrine Fund. "The 
techniques developed on them are al
ready being applied to other species like 
the California condor and the Mauritius 
kestrel." 

The peregrines' recovery would not 
have been possible without the dedica
tion of the members of The Peregrine 
Fund, the crucial habitat provided by 
national parks, and the federal protec
tion afforded by the Endangered Species 
Act. Many of the benefits reaped by the 
peregrine have been bestowed as a result 
of this landmark law, enacted in its 
current form in 1973. The act, which 
comes before Congress for reauthor
ization this year, is the single piece of 
legislation holding many rare and en-

Although the peregrine has gained some 
notoriety by nesting on buildings in cities 
such as New York and Baltimore, the 
birds prefer wild spaces such as those 
offered in the national parks of Colorado, 
Alaska, and Utah. 

dangered species back from extinction. 
The peregrine above all others ex

emplifies the role played by national 
parks in the recovery of endangered 
species. An estimated 131 endangered 
and threatened species are represented 
in 123 national park system units, and 
NPS plays an active role in the recovery 
of many of them. Even so, no one can 
protect endangered wildlife without the 
necessary tools and public support. 

The peregrine falcon is one of 
nature's most elegant creations, and if 
there is a lesson to be learned from this 
experience, it is this: preserving a species 
is cheaper, simpler, and smarter than 
having to restore one. 

Steve Howe is a writer and photographer 
who lives in Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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What Friends 
Are For 

Private citizens groups around the country are pitching 
in to support and maintain the national parks. 

By Lester A. Picker 

THE THIN, PATCHY morning mist 
was just breaking up over the 
abandoned beaver pond. Broken 

tree limbs, ravaged by years of Maine 
winters, rose from the cold pond like 
scarred warriors. Silence was inter
rupted now and then by the croaking of 
a bullfrog and the screams of gulls flying 
toward a nearby campground. 

As we hiked the narrow path leading 
to Dorr Mountain in Maine's Acadia 
National Park, our senses were attuned 

Left, an old beaver pond in Maine's Acadia 
National Park. Above, volunteers 
participate in "Take Pride in Acadia Day," 
a semiannual event sponsored by Friends 
of Acadia to help maintain the park. 

to the sounds and smells around us. 
Not a soul was in sight. Our family 
carefully avoided the mud puddles, 
jumping from log to log as we ap
proached the ascent point on the trail. 

In less than a hundred yards, the 
tranquil scene changed dramatically. 
Suddenly, there was the unmistakable 
cacophony that only a pack of teenag
ers can make. Branches lay strewn in 
the path. Jackets were hung on sawed-
off limbs. Teens yelled instructions to 
each other. 

We had just happened upon a group 
of hard-working young people hired by 
Acadia National Park as part of its 
summer program. These motivated 
youth help maintain the park by clear-

55 

2 
J 



The Fort Clatsop Historical Association 
donated a bronze sculpture of Lewis and 
Clark for the memorial's visitor center. 

ing trails, building culverts, and main
taining the carriage roads for which 
Acadia is so well known. While many 
national parks have summer youth pro
grams, Acadia's is unique. Reflecting 
the fierce independence of Maine's 
Down Easters, Acadia's summer pro
gram is entirely supported by private 
dollars raised by a group called Friends 
of Acadia. 

Begun in 1986 by local citizens dis
pleased with the direction in which the 
park was headed, Friends of Acadia is a 
nonprofit organization with a three-
person staff and many dedicated volun
teers who work side by side with the 
park's administration. The group was 
formed to confront problems plaguing 
the park such as excess visitation and 
overdevelopment. Friends of Acadia 
also monitors park activities, works to 
minimize outside development pres
sures, and actively sponsors programs 
that help rehabilitate and preserve 
parkland. According to Duane Pierson, 
president of Friends of Acadia, the 
group last year helped the park log more 
than 14,000 volunteer hours—the 
equivalent of seven full-time employ
ees. In six years, the organization has 
become a respected resource for Acadia 
National Park. 

Acadia is not the only park that en
joys the benefits of a friends group. 
Similar organizations, dedicated to 
supporting and protecting individual 
parks, are sprouting up all over. As the 
National Park Service struggles with 
chronic deficiencies in funds and staff
ing, these groups are stepping in to 
perform tasks previously handled by 
Park Service staff. 

Fort Clatsop National Memorial, 
Oregon, is as far across the country from 
Acadia as one can get. This unit is a 
historical reconstruction of the original 
fort built by the Lewis and Clark Ex
pedition when it reached the Pacific 
Ocean. Named after the local Native 
Americans, the fort sits on the pictur
esque Lewis and Clark River. 

The Fort Clatsop Historical Asso

ciation was established nearly 30 years 
ago to support the memorial's educa
tional programs and to enhance the 
public's understanding of the Lewis and 
Clark Expedition. Throughout its his
tory, the association has been instru
mental in advancing the public mission 
of the memorial. And, with nearly 
300,000 visitors a year, that role is sig
nificant. 

"It's hard to imagine how the Me
morial could be managed without the 
involvement of the Historical Associa
tion," reports Cynthia Orlando, super
intendent of Fort Clatsop. "In fact, the 
entire park was established because of 
the efforts of the local community. That 
commitment continues to this day." 

And that commitment is no small 
thing. The latest association project was 
helping to build an interpretive center 
housing a museum, a library, two the

aters, and a bookstore. Facing a dead
line, the association raised $600,000 
from the local community in less than 
14 months. The federal government 
matched that amount with $1.9 million 
for the expansion. 

Like those of many friends groups, 
the Fort Clatsop Historical Association's 
efforts do not stop with bricks and 
mortar. The gift shop, for example, is 
run by the association. Last year it 
brought in more than $120,000 for park 
operations, with sales so far up 77 per
cent for 1992. Even more, the associa
tion has quietly acquired 32 acres of 
land adjoining Fort Clatsop, awaiting 
authorization by Congress before deed
ing the property over to the park. 

The association also adheres to its 
education mission. In 1986, at just about 
the time Friends of Acadia was forming, 
the Fort Clatsop Historical Association 
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Friends of Mesa Verde NP in Colorado 
has launched a campaign to build a new 
visitor center for the popular park. 

received a national award for its efforts 
in helping the nation better understand 
the significance of the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition. 

But it is not organizations that do 
good deeds, it is the people involved in 
them. That is the bottom line for those 
who want to support the nation's natu
ral and historical heritage. In the case 
of Fort Clatsop, that spirit is exempli
fied by the president of the association, 
Michael Foster, a local librarian and 
educator. Foster was Fort Clatsop's first 
historian guide while still a student in 
college. Now he chairs the nine-mem
ber board and helps it focus on the 
tasks at hand. 

"We have purposely stayed small," 
says Foster with enthusiasm, "but we 
wanted to do wonderful things for the 
park." And wonderful things they have 
done. Aside from the visitor center ex
pansion, the association commissioned 
an exquisite bronze sculpture of Lewis 
and Clark, which was then donated for 
the existing building. A limited edition 
of 100 silver coins with embossed rep
licas of the sculpture helped raise addi
tional funds for the project. 

Friends-of-the-parks organizations 
offer a forum for people who under
stand the importance of natural and 
historical resources to quality of life. By 
working side by side with those charged 
with maintaining our country's natural 
resources, friends organizations draw a 
diverse group of people linked by com

mon purpose. It is not unusual to find 
people of significant financial means 
working on a committee with those who 
can afford to give only with their hands. 

Dave Simon, chairman of the 
Shenandoah National Park Coalition 
and NPCA's natural resources program 
manager, echoes those sentiments. 
"Friends groups aren't supposed to just 
raise money. Raising friends in Congress 
and in state and local government is 
equally important," Simon states. "It's 
also important to raise people's aware
ness of the importance and fragility of 
the national parks, and to educate the 
public." 

While not officially a friends group, 
the one-year-old Shenandoah National 
Park Coalition has some similar func
tions. The coalition brings together 
many different organizations to work 
jointly on issues that may have an im
pact on the park. Like many emerging 
friends groups, the coalition serves a 
watchdog function, coordinating re
sponses to perceived threats to the park 
and encouraging good management 
practices. Eventually, the coalition 
hopes to plan and implement restora
tion and improvement projects, building 
on those done by existing member or
ganizations. 

It is not uncommon for friends 
groups to start out with advocacy or 
education as their primary mission and 
then to take on the additional function 
of fund raising for major park capital 

needs. Such evolution of purpose seems 
to occur naturally for many friends or
ganizations. A prime example is Friends 
of Mesa Verde National Park in Colo
rado. Set in the spectacular cliffs and 
mesas near the Four Corners region 
where Utah, Arizona, Colorado, and 
New Mexico converge, Mesa Verde was 
the first national park in the United 
States devoted to an early civilization. 
The Anasazi lived a peaceful existence 
here more than 800 years ago, and 
helping the park tell their story has al
ways been a key part of the Friends of 
Mesa Verde's mission. 

In existence for only two and a half 
years, the group has recently evolved 
into a larger role. It has just embarked 
on a $7-million campaign to build a 
visitor center and research facility, 
matched dollar for dollar by Congress. 
Overwhelmed at first by the daunting 
task of raising such an enormous sum 
of money, the friends group rallied to 
embrace the challenge. 

If there are lessons to be learned from 
this natural growth process, Michael 
Foster of the Fort Clatsop group be
lieves he knows what they are. First and 
foremost, according to Foster, the board 
should be kept small and focused on its 
mission. Once the board has nailed 
down its goals, it is ready to do the fund 
raising and advocacy work that are ex
pectations for friends groups. 

Next, according to experts on friends 
groups, the board needs to make sure 
that the powerhouses of the commu
nity join it, serve on an advisory com
mittee, or become involved in some 
other way in the work of the park. Oth
erwise, raising funds will be an uphill 
battle, especially in today's economy. 

Again, Friends of Acadia is a classic 
example of a how a solid board of di
rectors, working together with the 
group's separate board of trustees, can 
make a difference. The Rockefellers, 
who helped establish Acadia National 
Park, have family members on both 
Friends of Acadia boards. Other famous 
American names like Pierrepont, Bass, 
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THINKING OF STARTING a friends 
group? For citizens and activ
ists concerned with the pres

ervation and maintenance of their 
neighboring national park, national 
forest, or historical park, here are 
some tips gleaned from the experi
ences of friends group leaders. 
• Stick closely to your mission, which 
must be to support and protect the 
park. The tendency to stray from the 
core mission of a friends group leads 
down a path of ineffectiveness. Once 
this happens, the group becomes a 
marginal player, at best. 
• Realize that as a friends group, you 
are going to be raising funds and 
awareness. Therefore, you must have 
the movers and shakers of the com
munity on your board. Without them, 
the friends group will not work. 
• Keep the board to a manageable 
size. Every board should have tasks 
for which it is responsible. The only 
effective board is a working board. 
• Friends groups are advocacy 
groups. Legally they can advocate for 
the park they represent. Members 
need to be clear about and comfort
able with this role. 
A Set your sights high. But review 

Friends of Acadia is raising money to 

repair the aging paths and bridges in the 

park's extensive carriage road system. 

your annual and long-range agendas 
carefully to be sure that they are 
achievable. Break projects down to 
achieve goals. 
A Be selective when choosing projects 
to sponsor. Although a friends group 
works with and supports park admin
istrators, it is not a tool for their use. 
A friends group must maintain its au
tonomy. 
A Keep the board and members well 
informed of the group's progress. 
A Create reward structures for those 
who contribute toward the mission 
and goals of the group. 
A Involve other organizations, agen
cies, and people when appropriate. 
NPCA is currently organizing a net
work of friends groups and individual 
park supporters. The Park Activist 
Network, which is being developed 
to facilitate cooperative efforts and to 
foster better communication among 
these groups, will help ensure a strong 
base of support for our national parks. 
For more information on the Park 
Activist Network, contact Tom St. 
Hilaire, Grassroots Director, NPCA, 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, DC 20036 or call (202) 
223-6722, ext. 220. 

and Milliken are also represented, re
sulting in a major presence for environ
mental preservation. 

Recognizing that the aging infra
structure of Acadia National Park would 
need continuing repairs in the coming 
decades, Friends of Acadia embarked 
on a $4-million campaign last spring to 
raise money for an endowment fund. 
This bind will help repair the park's 50 
miles of carriage roads and 250 miles of 
blazed trails. Once the money is raised, 
it will be matched by an equal amount 
from Congress. 

THE REMARKABLE SUCCESS of friends 
groups begs a difficult question. 
By their very existence, do 

friends groups run the danger of reduc
ing congressional support for the na
tional parks? After all, the argument 
goes, if private groups are taking care 
of the parks, why should the taxpayer? 

"I find the very opposite is true," 
reports Duane Pierson. "Congressional 
delegations are very impressed with the 
extraordinary volunteer efforts. This 
translates into more support for the 
parks." 

Like that of all friends groups, 
Acadia's program is designed to get 
people involved in the parks, to help 
people feel a sense of true ownership. 
Naturally, this translates into consider
able work for Friends of Acadia and, to 
a lesser degree, for park staff. They must 
work together to provide the leader
ship, training, direction, and monitor
ing of volunteer efforts. 

Is it worth it? Again, Friends of 
Acadia's Pierson sums it up. "There's a 
long tradition of volunteerism here. 
We're building a sense of belonging for 
visitors to Acadia. We have families that 
have come up for years to work at the 
park and have made a positive contri
bution. That's the kind of visitor we 
want to encourage. That's the future of 
the National Park System." 

Lester A. Picker is an environmental 
writer based in Maryland. 

i s July/August 1992 

V 
7 
z 

A 

§ 
7 < -
A. — •A. 



New Promise 
for Nicodemus 

One of the first black pioneer 
communities established after the 
Civil War may soon become part 

of the National Park System. 

By Angela Bates 

EVERY SUMMER hundreds of blacks 
—many of whom share the same 
last names—descend on a small 

town in Kansas called Nicodemus. 
Nearly every one has a tie to this dusty 
community that no more than a century 
ago was a place to experience true free
dom. In the late 1800s, Nicodemus was 
home to scores of freed black slaves, 
and every year since 1878 settlers and 
their descendants have celebrated their 
freedom through an Emancipation-
Homecoming Celebration. 

Participants gather the last weekend 
of every July for this annual celebra
tion. This year it begins Friday, July 31, 
just as last year's 113th Emancipation-
Homecoming Celebration began Friday, 
July 26th. On that day, as the sun came 
over the horizon, it heated the fresh 
morning air and dried the dew on the 
uncut weeds near Township Hall. This 
quiet, sleepy town of mostly retired 
people began its annual transformation. 
A car with California tags drove in from 
the west on Highway 24. Winding its 
way down the last stretch of road, the 
car passed the large sign that says 
"Nicodemus Kansas Welcomes You" 
and then turned slowly onto the town-
site. To the east, a car with Michigan 
tags turned in at the town's roadside 

A sign posted along Highway 24 welcomes 
visitors to Nicodemus, Kansas, a black 
pioneer community founded in 1877. 

park and travel rest area. 
People from all over the nation 

started to flow into town. They drove 
cars, vans, and recreational vehicles 
from Colorado, Arizona, Iowa, Texas, 
Oklahoma, Nebraska, and many other 
states. Relatives and friends arrived in 
cars packed with coolers, blankets, pil
lows, and suitcases. Every visitor came 
for the same reasons. They came to re
establish bonds with relatives and to 

visit with elders. They came to hug and 
to kiss, to eat and to drink, to partici
pate and to watch, to dance and to sing, 
to pray and to praise God, and to give 
thanks for being able to take part in 
another Emancipat ion-Homecoming 
Celebration. 

Although there is not much left of 
the town, one can easily imagine a once-
thriving all-African-American pioneer 
community. Nicodemus is the only re
maining all-black town west of the Mis
sissippi River that was established dur
ing the 1879-1880 "exodus." During this 
period, more than 40,000 discontented 
blacks escaped the oppression of the 
post-Civil-War South to settle in the 
"promised lands" of Kansas. 

This year, Congress has recognized 
the area's historical significance and 
agreed to fund a feasibility study, the 
first step toward designating Nicodemus 
as a National Historic Site and possibly 
including it in the National Park Sys
tem. In 1973 a study was conducted for 
the Depar tment of the Interior by 
Robert DeForrest of the Afro-Ameri
can Institute for Historic Preservation 
and Community Development, which 
is based in Washington, D.C. De-
Forrest's study resulted in the listing of 
16 African-American places as National 
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His to r ic Landmarks and inc luded 
Nicodemus, which three years later re
ceived its designation. Landmark status 
put Nicodemus back on the map and 
was the first sign of renewed life and 
hope for the near ghost town. Although 
the designation did little to secure funds 
to restore the town's remaining historic 
structures, the message was clear: pre
serving what was left was a national 
concern. 

As president of the Nicodemus His
torical Society, I have a personal inter
est in this town. When I was a child, my 
family moved from Nicodemus to 
Pasadena, California, but each summer 
and each vacation, we returned to this 
small Kansas town. Many people who 
have lived here feel the same way. No 
matter where you might be living at the 
time, Nicodemus is always home. And 
no one who has roots here and knows 
the history is willing to allow the story 
of Nicodemus to be forgotten. For these 
and other reasons, we decided in 1990 
to pursue national historic status for 
Nicodemus. Including the site in the 
park system would go a long way toward 
restoring and preserving the town. 

In May 1991, Sen. Robert Dole (R-
Kans.), responding to a letter of mine, 
took the initiative to ensure that funds 
would be allocated for a feasibility study. 
Sen. Dole, whose hometown is nearby 

Russell, is familiar with Nicodemus and 
its history. In January of this year, funds 
for the study were allocated to the De
partment of the Interior's Omaha re
gional office, where the study team was 
assembled. This team will provide 
critical information about the historic 
interpretive programs and management 
alternatives planned for the town if it 
becomes a national historic site. Among 
the suggestions being discussed are 
whether an NPS superintendent would 
be assigned to the site or another ar
rangement would be made to oversee 
its operation; and whether there will be 
walking tours, horse and buggy rides, 
or pioneer days at certain times of the 
year. Potentially Nicodemus could draw 
blacks and others from all over the 
United States to participate in the an
nual Emancipation-Homecoming Cel
ebration, an event that marks the freeing 
of West Indian slaves. 

Although this is just the beginning 
of what could be a long process, resi
dents , members of the Nicodemus 
Historical Society, and other interested 
individuals and groups support the ef
fort. Nicodemus is among the most 
significant African-American sites in the 
United States. It portrays an unrecog
nized chapter in the pages of American 
history and depicts an episode of pio
neering life not well represented in the 

Posters, right, encouraged black residents 
of Kentucky to move to Nicodemus, which 
in 1885, above, boasted a Baptist church 
and general store on its main street. 

park system. Nicodemus was like many 
other Western towns that sprang up in 
the late 1800s and then slowly withered 
because the railroad and its life-giving 
supply line never arrived. 

Nicodemus—named for an African 
prince who became the first slave in 
this country to buy his freedom—was a 
mecca for black people during its hey
day in the late 1870s. Posters boasting 
the town's virtues drew men and women 
who just a few years before had been 
slaves. Promotional material guaranteed 
plenty of trees for fuel, game for food, 
and rich soil for farming—boasts that 
would prove to be dangerously untrue. 
Many settlers in that first year nearly 
died for want of the plentiful food and 
water promised. 

Six of the seven men who organized 
the Nicodemus Town Company in April 
1877 were African American. W.R. Hill, 
a white man from Indiana, and W.H. 
Smith, an early black pioneer settler of 
western Kansas, selected the site on the 
Solomon River and shook hands on the 
joint venture as speculators for the 
towns of Hill City and Nicodemus. It 
wasn't until the pair approached the 
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other five men that the company was 
organized and settlers were brought to 
Nicodemus, a town established on fed
erally owned land. Land speculators 
played an important role in settling the 
Midwestern frontier. The founders of 
Nicodemus, like founders of most towns 
in the Midwest, engaged in townsite 
land speculation. Through this process, 
undeveloped land was bought, platted 
into lots, and then sold to newcomers. 

Three hundred blacks recruited from 
around Lexington and Georgetown, 
Kentucky, settled in Nicodemus in 
September 1877. A number of subse
quent groups from Kentucky, Tennes
see, and Mississippi settled in Nico
demus over the next two years. Initially 
they came by rail to the town of Ellis 
and then walked the remaining 50 miles. 
Later settlers arrived in covered wagons, 
and some walked overland from Ken
tucky. The first tew years settlers barely 
subsisted on the dry land, which had 
thin topsoil and was prone to drought, 
invasions by insects, cyclones, torna
does, relentless dust storms, blistering 
summer heat, bitter winter cold, and 
blizzards. 

Although hundreds of people stayed 
in Kansas, many turned around and 
went back. They had come from lush 
blue grass of Kentucky to the high dry 
plains of Kansas, a place where you 

could see for up to ten miles in one 
direction. In Kentucky many had lived 
in log cabins. Here, for the first year or 
two, they would live in holes dug into 
the ground. Dugouts provided shelter 
and warmth but leaked and frequently 
were invaded by insects. These shelters 
were used because of the lack of wood 
and other building materials within easy 
range. Day-to-day life for the first set
tlers of Nicodemus was a struggle few 
can imagine today. Kenneth M. 
Hamilton paints a bleak picture in the 
NPS book Promised Land on the 
Solomon: Black Settlement at Nicodemus, 
Kansas. 

"Most of the wild game Hill de
scribed so eloquently during his re
cruiting addresses had migrated to 
winter pasturage so settlers could not 
supplement their meager provisions 
through hunting. Fewer springs existed 
than the leaflets suggested, so settlers 
had to haul water from the river until 
they could sink wells. All but three of 
the horses brought by the first groups 

Residents and descendants of settlers 
gather in front of the Township Hall for a 
group portrait during last year's 
Emancipation-Homecoming Celebration. 

from Kentucky died soon after arriving 
at the townsite, and no one could cap
ture and tame any of the wild horses 
that pastured south of Nicodemus. Even 
the few immigrants with money had to 
walk 30 miles to purchase supplies at 
the nearest railroad." 

W.L. Sayers, a pioneer, described the 
arrival of early settlers this way: "They 
finally reached their goal, a prairie 
quarter section, just north of the Solo
mon River—just a plain prairie coun
try—no horses, no wells, no shelter of 
any kind, and winter setting in." 

Despite these adversities, some hardy 
pioneers were resolved to stay. The town 
expanded, and a prosperous business 
community grew to include livery 
stables, hotels, a bank, a doctor, a gen
eral store, a post office, two newspa
pers, and real estate and legal offices. 
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In 1878 the population of Nicodemus 
reached its peak of about 700 residents. 
But by 1880, the number had dropped 
to 300, in part, because many in the 
initial group of settlers used the town 
as a way station to homestead or estab
lish farms elsewhere. 

Many of those who stayed did so 
with the understanding that the rail
road company would soon be laying 
track through Nicodemus; a railroad 
line could mean the difference between 
success and failure in a developing town. 
In 1888 the Union Pacific, Missouri Pa
cific, and Sante Fe railroad companies 
explored the possibility of laying track 
through Nicodemus. The Union Pacific 
seemed to hold the most promise and 
began laying track west into Graham 
County. But the company passed by 
Nicodemus, laying its track six miles 
south through the open plains. This was 
the first major turn in a ceaseless down
ward spiral for the town that has left it 
today with fewer than 50 residents. 

A l though the p o p u l a t i o n has 
dwindled, the town's history remains 
visible in the structures that have en
dured. On the corner of what was for
merly called Washington and Fourth 

Versella Bates and her son James Bates 
visit with her great-great-grandson, K.C. 
Covington of Long Beach, California. 

streets stands the First Baptist Church, 
built in 1880. Originally a dugout and 
then a sodhouse, the church was rebuilt 
in 1907 of native limestone. Closed to 
religious services in 1975, the church 
now is used only for large groups of 
guests who attend funeral dinners or 
church socials. Even as the roof leaks 
and the stucco cracks over the hand-
hewn limestone blocks, one can imagine 
the traditional spirituals as they were 
sung so loudly before, "Amazing grace, 
how sweet the sound..." The church 
stands deteriorating in the hot summer 
sun, paying witness to Nicodemus ' 
spiritual roots. 

Just east of the Nicodemus Baptist 
Church lies a vacant lot containing only 
a hand pump as a reminder of the Say-
ers General Store. In the 1880s, the 
building was considered one of the 
"handsomest in Graham County." The 
structure, a part of Nicodemus' rich 
history, faded into memory when it was 
torn down more than a decade ago as a 
result of deterioration. 

Across the street, the cornerstone of 
the Masonic Hall is entombed in brick. 
This limestone structure once stood two 
stories high and served as a meeting 
and social place for Masons and sisters 
of the Eastern Star Order. It also was 
used for community ice cream socials 
and dances until the Township Hall was 
built in 1939. This architectural monu
ment was forever lost when it was torn 
down in the 1970s after years of dete
rioration and neglect. On its lot now 
stands the entombed cornerstone, and 
a park with slide, merry-go-round, and 
teeter-totter for the visiting children 
during the summer Emancipat ion-
Homecoming Celebration. 

Across from the site of the Masonic 
Hall is one of the oldest structures on 
the townsite, the St. Francis Hotel, bet
ter known as the Fletcher-Switzer resi
dence. This two-story, stucco-covered 
limestone building provided a hot meal 
and a warm bed for many travelers on 
their way to and from Nicodemus. Zach 
Fletcher and his wife Jenny, original 

District No. 1 School, closed in the 1950s, 
was built in 1918 on the site of the original 
school, the first in Graham County. 
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settlers, operated the hotel. After they 
died, it was operated by a nephew and 
his wife, Fred and Ora Switzer. Today 
the hotel is used by hunters during the 
fall and by the Switzers' grandchildren 
during the summer. Zach Fletcher's 
hotel was only one of the many erected 
during the 1880s to accommodate this 
once-bustling town. Ora Switzer's son 
Veryl, assistant athletic director at 
Kansas State University and the current 
owner, would like to see the hotel re
stored and turned into a bed-and-
breakfast establishment. 

Zach Fletcher also operated the first 
post office out of the hotel. It was later 
moved to the Sayers General Store. Still 
later it was moved to Elizabeth Wil

liams' home and then finally, before it 
closed in 1953, to Rev. Joe Wilson's 
store. The Nicodemus Post Office is 
the oldest recorded black-owned and -
operated post office in the United States. 
From Elizabeth Williams, the town's 
first postmistress, to her great-grand
daughter, four generations in one fam
ily have worked for the U.S. Postal 
Service. A visitors' center with a post 
office has been proposed if national 
historic site status is obtained. 

The African-American Episcopal 
Church, also slated for restoration, long 
since has been abandoned and stands 
deteriorating on its original site. It is 
located just one block south of Wash
ington and Third streets. Although the 

church was erected in 1880, services 
were held in a dugout prior to that. 
This is one of three churches that pro
vided a place of worship and spiritual 
nourishment for the many settlers and 
descendants of Nicodemus. As it stands 
aging and losing its mortar and lime
stone blocks, birds that have made the 
sanctuary their home fly in and out of 
the building where glass once would 
have blocked their entry. 

The Nicodemus School District No. 
1, a one-room structure, was built in 
1918 and sits on a lone hill on the south 
side of town. This building was erected 
on the site of the original school built in 
1887, a structure that was destroyed by 
fire. Jenny Fletcher, one of the original 

Rosa Stokes, a former nurse, grew up in 
the county outside Nicodemus proper. She 
attended Homecoming last year. 

instructors, taught classes in a dugout 
in 1878. Nicodemus was the first com
munity in Graham County to establish 
a school, an indication that education 
was important from the outset. These 
ex-slaves, many of whom could not read 
or write, knew the importance of em
bracing this opportunity and made cer
tain their children attended classes. 

Northeast of the St. Francis Hotel 
stands the Nicodemus Township Hall. 
This large community building was 
erected in 1939 as a Works Program 
Administration (WPA) project and has 
witnessed celebrations, elections, and 
other social events for decades. The 
roadside park to its rear was obtained 
by the state in the 1960s and serves as a 
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Above, a view of the town as seen from the 
water tower, and Janee Rupp and her 
grandfather Fred Switzer at Homecoming. 
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picnic area and rest 
stop for travelers on 
U.S. Highway 24. 
Among its many trees, 
planted as a 4-H proj
ect by the town's chil
dren during the 1930s, 
is the marker describ
ing the history of Nic-
odemus. At another 
end of the park is the 
National Historic 
Landmark marker, 
erected in 1976. In 
addition to the build
ings that exist at the 
townsite, NPS and the 
Historic American 
Buildings Survey have 
identified and located 
numerous sites in the 
surrounding township 
where settlers had es
tablished dugouts, 
sodhouses, and farms. 

Nicodemus has survived for more 
than a century despite a number of ad
versities: the railroad passed it by; in
festations of insects, unpredictable 
weather, and dust storms periodically 
destroyed crops; and the Great De
pression caused severe economic hard
ship. Although very little of the original 
town remains, Nicodemus has perse
vered, in part, because of family and 
community ties. Residents maintained 
this community cohesiveness and 
strengthened the family commitment 
through the annual Emancipation-
Homecoming Celebration. 

In Promised Land on the Solomon, 
resident Mary Elizabeth Alexander 
Gage remembered that the celebration 
was "something we looked forward to 
from one year to the next. I think we 
were as anxious for the Emancipation 
Celebration affair...as we were about 
Christmas." 

The first celebration was held by the 
new settlers August 1, 1878. They ob
served the emancipation of the slaves, 
their own freedom and new homes in 
Kansas, as well as their survival during 
the first winter. Residents had nearly 
starved because of the lack of fuel and 
supplies. Their survival is attributed to 

UU.1AM k l.t.U.l.K 

Although a few homesteads are in ruins, 
the town took a step toward renewal after 
receiving historic landmark status in 1976. 

assistance given to them by the Osage 
and Pottowatomi Indians who shared 
their game and government supplies. 

AT THE TOWNSHIP HALL, as well as 
all over town during the 1991 
Homecoming, Nicodemus was 

overrun by out-of-towners. There were 
descendants from families such as Wil
liams, Dabney, Alexander, Switzer, 
Washington, Wellington, Clark, Reece, 
Napue, Moore, Howard, Robinson, 
Sayers, and Jones. Cars lined the streets. 
Several hundred people from all parts 
of the United States converged on this 
tiny and usually sleepy community. 
Loud talking and joyous greetings could 
be heard all over town. "Girl, I haven't 
seen you since 1972." "If you don't look 
like your dad." "What child are you?" 
"You must be a Switzer." "Are Diane 
and her family here?" "Did James 
come?" "You've put on some weight, 
haven't you?" echoed from the small 
crowds of people gathered under the 
shade of the few trees or in the shadows 
of the Township Hall and the adjacent 
Priscilla Arts Club buildings. 

Throughout Fri
day, people gathered 
and talked, remi
nisced and cried. That 
evening was the an
nual dance. Young 
and old gathered in
side Township Hall 
and danced until 
morning. On Satur
day, the biggest day 
of the celebration, 25 
bicyclists rode a 60-
mile course as a fund
raiser for the histori
cal society. About 9 
a.m., everyone gath
ered for a community 
photo, which was fol
lowed by a parade, 
guest speakers, and 
demonstrations of Na
tive American dance 
and singing. A free 

barbecue was next, with foot races, a 
basketball tournament, fashion and tal
ent shows, a gospel extravaganza, and a 
host of other activities. The evening 
ended with another all-night dance at 
Township Hall. 

The celebration drew to a close after 
spirited church services at the new 
Nicodemus Baptist Church and a com
munity dinner on Sunday. Memories 
were set firmly in the minds of those 
who would turn toward them during 
the year ahead and reminisce about the 
time shared. 

The 1991 Emancipation-Homecom
ing Celebration drew young and old, 
descendants and friends, visitors and 
media to one of the nation's largest an
nual gatherings of African Americans. 
It is through the ties that have bound 
generations together and kept them 
coming "home" that the life of Nico
demus has been sustained. It is hoped 
that National Historic Site status will 
further preserve this all-black pioneer 
town as well as go a long way toward 
ensuring a more culturally balanced 
National Park System. 

Angela Bates, who lives in Hill City, 
Kansas, is president of the Nicodemus 
Historical Society. 
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A C C E S S 

Learning 
Gone Wild 

National parks serve as natural classrooms 
for children of all ages. 

By Yvette La Pierre 

TODAY'S STUDENTS GARNER much of 

their information about nature 
from lessons taught in stuffy 

classrooms or from television shows 
broadcast in their own homes. Fre
quently the information relates to 
problems facing African elephants or 
South American rainforests rather than 
domestic environmental issues. 

The result is a contradictory rela
tionship with nature: while we are 
knowledgeable about global environ
mental issues, we have little personal 
contact with the land. Consequently 
Brazilian rainforests have become more 
familiar than neighborhood woods. This 
dissociation with nature can breed a 
lack of responsibility and concern for 
the Earth. 

But as long as there are unspoiled 
places in which to spend time, we have 
a chance to bond with nature while 
learning about it. National parks are 
ideal natural laboratories. Students, 
both young and old, can share their 
classrooms with bears and eagles or, as 
in the case of Lowell National Histori
cal Park, relive the experiences of those 
who made the first tentative steps away 
from the land toward the Industrial 
Revolution. 

Nearly every park unit has some type 
of education program, from guided na
ture walks to formal programs where 

students learn—and live—in the park. 
The National Park Service runs some 
of the education programs, and private 
schools working in cooperation with the 
Park Service run others. They all share 
a common goal—to create an ecologi
cally literate society able to make in
formed decisions regarding environ
mental policy. 

The following are a few of the many 
classrooms where you can sharpen your 
natural wits and hone your environ
mental senses. 

Everg lades Na t iona l P a r k 
One of the most innovative and suc
cessful park education programs is at 
Everglades National Park in Florida. 
Here elementary schoolchildren take 
classes that are fused into their existing 
curriculum. Teachers attend one-day 
workshops conducted by park rangers 
to help them develop pre-trip activities 
for students. 

On a typical day, students discuss 
what they've learned in class and do 
simple worksheets and games before 
arriving at the park. During their time 
at the park, the children may spend a 
day exploring black mangrove forests, 
slogging through a slough, conducting 
pond studies, and poking through the 
remains of an old farm site. On a less 
typical day, like the one in January 1990, 
the schoolchildren may take a break 
from learning about this rare and en
dangered ecosystem to meet with the 
president of the United States. 

Two years ago, President Bush vis
ited a sixth-grade class during a swing 

A Park Service ranger helps students into a canoe at Everglades National Park in Florida. 
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Teton Science School operates year-round at a former dude ranch at Grand Teton National 
Park in Wyoming. Hiking and exploring the backcountry are among the activities. 

through Florida. Although the presi
dential encounter undoubtedly left an 
indelible mark on the students, the Ev
erglades held a special place of its own. 
"My favorite part about it wasn't the 
presidential visit, although I'll remem
ber it all my life, it was taking the night 
hike and watching the sunrise over the 
Everglades," one student reported. 

The education program has been 
under way for nearly 20 years, and par

ents of some of the current students 
were themselves enrolled as youngsters. 
"After parents night, we have parents 
come up with their child in tow and say 
'do you remember me? I went through 
this program years ago,'" says the park's 
Neil Dejong. 

For more information, contact the 
Environmental Education Office, Ev
erglades National Park, P.O. Box 279, 
Homestead, FL 33030. 

Grand Teton National Park 
The campus of the Teton Science School 
(TSS) consists of 28 log buildings sur
rounded by mountains, aspen forests, 
and open grasslands. Through an 
agreement with the Park Service, this 
private, nonprofit science school oper
ates at a former dude ranch inside 
Grand Teton National Park in Wyo
ming. The school has a laboratory with 
computers and a 14-inch telescope, a 
2,000-volume natural science library, 
and the Murie Museum, which houses 
a collection of more than 3,000 natural 
history specimens donated by the fami
lies of the naturalists Adolph and Olaus 
Murie. 

In 1991 nearly 3,000 people, ranging 
from second-graders to Elderhostelers, 
attended TSS. Programs are offered 
year-round, from one day to six weeks, 
and cover a variety of topics including 
wilderness medicine and hydrology. 
Courses available for college credit, such 
as "Environmental Ethics and the 
Greater Yellowstone," offer a further 
academic challenge. In this three-week 
course, students meet with landowners, 
agency administrators, politicians, ac
tivists, and scientists from all over the 
Yellowstone region to study the ethical 
dilemmas surrounding preservation, 
management, and consumption of the 
region's natural resources. 

For more information, contact TSS, 
P.O. Box 68, Kelly, WY 83011. 

Canyonlands National Park 
Canyonlands Field Institute (CFI), an
other private, nonprofit educational or
ganization, holds classes in a variety of 
spectacular spots on the Colorado Pla
teau, including Arches and Canyonlands 
national parks in Utah, the canyons of 
the Green and Colorado rivers, and the 
12,000-foot La Sal Mountains. For eight 
years, the institute has offered trips and 
seminars tailored for school programs 
as well as for adults. Small groups are 
led by CFI staff members who plan the 
trips and serve as backcountry guides 
and cooks. 

The institute's staff hopes that stu
dents will gain a little more knowledge 
about themselves and the Earth as a 
whole by learning more about the 
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natural and cultural riches of the Colo
rado Plateau. The curriculum, there
fore, is a blend of science, physical ac
tivity, and personal journey in a land 
that is often described as stark, sensual, 
and spiritually uplifting. 

"The River's Path: A Spiritual Jour
ney" provides participants with a chance 
to learn to canoe, to understand Green 
River geology, ecology, and human his
tory, and to blend the magic of the river 
with myth, yoga, writing, song, and 
ritual. 

During a seminar and raft trip titled 
"Women and Nature on the Colorado 
River," participants discover what 
women nature writers have to say and 
what the river has to teach through 
readings, natural history walks, and 
journal writing. 

Other courses cover topics such as 
archaeoastronomy (the study of as
tronomy of ancient cultures), nature 
photography, red rock geology, moun
tain biking, and wild edibles. 

For details, contact CFI, 1320 S. 
Highway 191, P.O. Box 68, Moab, UT 
84532. 

National Park System 
Standing in a circle of rope, students 
assume the role of plants and animals. 
As the rope is pulled tighter and tighter, 
each "organism" that touches the rope 
quietly drops out of the circle. This ac
tivity is designed to teach children about 
biological diversity, shrinking habitat, 
and extinction. It is included in a cur
riculum that attempts to create an edu
cational link between schools and na
tional parks. The curriculum currently 
is being used in varying degrees at park 
units across the country. 

"Biological Diversity Makes a World 
of Difference," the 264-page curricu
lum for teachers and park interpreters, 
is a collaborative effort among NPCA, 
the Minnesota Environmental Educa
tion Board, and the Park Service. These 
groups believe that understanding 
natural processes requires more than 
an occasional visit to a park. 

The curriculum fits in well with the 
findings of a recent national park edu
cation task force that recommends in
tegrating park education programs with 

Students participate in a workshop at Lowell National Historical Park in Massachusetts. 

those of local communities and schools. 
It contains activities for use during vis
its, as well as for classroom use before 
and after visits. The activities combine 
ecology, language arts, mathematics, 
physical education, and social science 
and can be adapted for use in any park. 

"Biological Diversity" is available 
through NPCA's Park Education Cen
ter, 1776 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washing
ton, DC 20036. The document costs 
$19.95, plus $4.50 for postage, and the 
fee must be paid in advance. 

Lowell National Historical Park 
It isn't easy for children today to relate 
to the excitement and fear felt either by 
immigrants arriving in a new land or by 
young women leaving their farms to 
work in the textile mills. But a day spent 
dressed in 19th-century clothing, visit
ing boardinghouses where the workers 
lived or the cotton mill where they 
worked, and spinning wool and weav
ing cloth on a small loom will give them 
a better idea than a textbook can. At 
Lowell National Historical Park, 
schoolchildren learn about the Indus
trial Revolution by participating in it. 

The National Park Service, the Uni
versity of Lowell, and the state school 

system have joined resources to create 
the first education center dedicated to 
teaching the concepts of industrial his
tory. Unlike the other programs that 
take the students into the wilderness, 
this one brings them back into the city 
to discover how factories, new technol
ogy, and mass marketing changed the 
nature of American culture and society. 
The Industrial Revolution also changed 
the way and rate at which we consume 
natural resources. An understanding of 
our industrial history, therefore, is as 
important to making resource decisions 
as an understanding of ecosystems. 

This past year was the program's first 
full year in operation, and during that 
period the program drew 34,900 stu
dents. According to Bob Huggins, 
chairman of the Park Service's educa
tion task force, "We're not involved just 
in environmental education. We're rec
ognizing the fact that there needs to be 
historical and cultural education as 
well." 

For details, contact Lowell National 
Historical Park, 169 Merrimack St., 
Lowell, MA 01852. 

Yvette La Pierre is a former associate 
editor for National Parks magazine. 
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Special Offer to New Customers! 

The 
"Early 

American" 
Historic 

Collectors 
Coin Set 

Own five great American coin clas
sics, up to 130 years old, for only 
$39 in this special introductory of
fer. Each historic collectors set in
c l u d e s a n ave rage c i r c u l a t e d 
1859-1909 "Indian Head" penny (the 
favorite of the Wild West era); a 
long-obsolete 1865-1889 nickel 3 
cent piece (featuring one of Amer
ica's pret t iest Liberty designs); 
a n l 8 8 3 - 1 9 1 2 "V" 5 cent nickel 
(crooks gold-plated some and passed 
them off as $5 gold pieces); and an 
1892-1916 "Liberty Head" silver 
dime and half dollar (regarded a s 
the most perfect coin design in U.S. 
history). Real money from bygone 
America, these historic sets are be
ing offered to new customers only. 
First come, first served while sup
plies last. FREE display wallet in
cluded wi th each set for safe keeping. 
Prices are as follows: 1 set, $39; 3 
sets, $110; 10 sets, $375. Limit 10 
sets. Order # 1 5 7 7 9 To order by 
major credit card, call toll-free 1-
800-451-4463 at any time. Orsend 
your check or money order to: Inter
national Coins & Currency, Inc., 11 
E. State St., Box 218, Dept. 2429 , 
Montpelier, VT 05601 . Add $2 for 
postage. 10O% No-Risk Guaran
tee: 30-day return privilege. 

Serving collectors Jor 17 years. 

R E V I E W S 

Great Smokies 

FIVE HUNDRED YEARS ago, when 
Columbus bumped into a small 
piece of the Americas, some of 

the massive hemlocks that now shelter 
Carolina silverbells and winter wrens 
had just begun their ascent toward the 
sky above the Great Smoky Mountains. 
This revelation is not such a surprise 
when one realizes that the rock core 
beneath the Smokies, a small compo
nent of the 1,500-mile-long Appalachian 
Mountain range, is one billion years old. 

Durability and age are just two things 
that give this region a special quality. A 
unique blend of moisture, fertile soil, 
and mild temperatures combine to make 
the Great Smokies "a tree-growing 
place." These factors also combine to 
make it one of the richest and most 
diverse ecosystems in the densely pop
ulated East. It's no wonder that in a 
typical year up to nine million visitors 
tour Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park—a place within two days' drive of 
virtually every resident in the East. 

Some have yet to make the trip, and, 
for those who fall into this category, 
Connie Toops' Great Smoky Mountains 
provides a pleasant and educational 
armchair journey. Once you've put 
Toops' book back on the shelf, you will 
find it difficult to remain among those 
yet to make the pilgrimage. 

A former Park Service employee, 
Toops is a master at description and 
someone who appears to know equally 
well the disciplines of biology, writing, 
and photography. She describes in 
careful detail and provides beautiful 
photographs of the plants and creatures 
that make the forests, streams, and 
mountains of this park their home. 

The flora and fauna are so diverse 
that the 812-square-mile park, which is 
on the border of Tennessee and North 

Carolina, is recognized as an Interna
tional Biosphere Reserve. Toops writes: 
"One of the greatest treasures of the 
Great Smokies is that so many of the 
individual stands, so many interweavings 
in the region's web of life, remain." 

Reading Toops' book is like being 
allowed the luxury of a private natural
ist guide through the forests of these 
extraordinary mountains. We travel up 
steep slopes to examine a stand of vir
gin hemlock and tulip poplars; we in
vestigate the habitat of the red-cheeked 
salamander and sit silently in the woods 
absorbing the sounds of warblers and 
the smells of wildflowers. 

Toops' story of the Great Smokies 
follows in the tradition of John Muir 
and Freeman Tilden, although she is 
writing for a much different audience. 
She attempts to teach the reader about 
the woes as well as the wonders. Toops 
warns that the nearly omnipresent fog 
from which the mountains got their 
name now contains high levels of acid. 

"It is unrealistic to think we can 
eliminate all pollution, since pollutants 
are by-products of economic success. 
But we should not shrug off pollution 
as someone else's problem. Each of us 
must strive to reduce detrimental as
pects in whatever ways we can." 

Toops' book should serve as a warn
ing that these beautiful wilderness 
places, although legally preserved for 
future generations, may not last into 
the next century if we continue to ig
nore the consequences of our wasteful 
way of life. 

Great Smoky Mountains, by Connie 
Toops, is available for $27.95, hard
cover; published by Voyageur Press, 
Inc., Stillwater, Minnesota. 

—Linda M. Rancourt 
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Resorts 

KENNICOTT GLACIER LODGE 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 

show from the comfort of our modern lodge-

in the heart of the Wrangell - St. Elias 

National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 

fields, wilderness rivers and the world's largest 

ghost town — all at our front door. Write or 

call toll free for brochure. 

Box 103940-1, Anchorage, AK 99510 

Outside AK - 1-800-582-5128 • Inside AK • 80O-4~8-235O 

Los 'Linos 'Ranch - Cowlcs, 9{cw Mexico 

Near Santa Fe. Pecos Wilderness. Accommodates 16 in 

a relaxed atmosphere from June to October. No poi

sonous snakes, scorpions, mosquitoes. Magnificent 

riding, trips, trout, excellent food. Address: P.O. Box 

24, Glorieta. NM 87535. Or call (505) 757-6213/6679. 

Tours/Travel 

A R C H A E O L O G Y TOURS -- C h r i s t m a s in 
Oaxaca, Mayan Ruins of Belize & Guatemala, 
SW Rock Ar t , River Trips, Mesa Verde, Chaco 
Canyon. Sou thwes t US & Mexico. 1st Class. 
Guided by leading archaeologis ts . 

p?rJ.v..V!.!.iwiw.'.L-i.-iii7raw| 
X\415 Orchard Dr. Santa Fe NM 87501 

505/982-3278 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature, Hiking & the Outdoors 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track: Australia's Outback. 
Tropical North. & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO. 
Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
(805)687-7282 

Products/Services 

• M J S H J S n f f i E P 
TOPO MAPS 

40 National Park maps 
60 Colorado & Utah maps 

Accurate Tearpriitf Wawrpmof Each Trails Illustrated 
topo map is a guide with 
helpful information. 
Sold in over 1000 retail 
locations, ask for them 
by name. For a free 
catalog, contact: 

7ra//s Illustrated 
PO Box 3610 

Evergreen CO 80439 
1-800-962-1643 

Opportunities 
SOAR through THE GRAND CANYON 

Right In Your Own Living Room! 

1-hour, 
spectacular 
HELICOPTER 
exploration 
you'll never 
forget. 

5 years in the making. This life-like videotape takes 
you on the most revealing panoramic flight ever 
recorded. You'll skim plateaus and scale awesome 
formations to breathtaking music. CRITICALLY 
ACCLAIMED. A must for every VCR library. Other 
nature videotapes available, FREE DETAILS. 
VHS or BETA, in Hi-Fi/Stereo $29.95 + $2.50 S&H 

NORMAN BEERGER PRODUCTIONS 
3217-MM,Arville. Las Vegas, NV 89102 • (702) 876-2328 

# Green 
Products Catalog 

C L E A N E R S 
RECYCLED PAPER 
WATER SAVERS 
MUCH MORE! 

r800-IARIH3 
2721 Forsyth Rd.. Suite 367 

Winter Park, FL 32792 

1-800-327-8423 

Endangered 

Animal 

T-Shirts! 

Send $11.95 * COG (pos&gs and handing) • 13.95 eacn to: 

Splman, 80 New Road 17. Panppany, NJ 07054 or cail: (301) 575-5028 to order. 

NATIONAL PARKS 

! Make a career out of 
I your love of animals! 
N Home study prepares you tor great jobs 
" in animal care veterinary assistance... 
I helps you give your own pet top care. too. 
1 School of Animal Science • Dept. CH442 
• 2245 Perimeter Park • Atlanta. GA 30341 

• FREE BOOKLET: 800-223-4542 

BookTrackers™ 
BOOKPLATES • BOOKMARKS • N0TECARDS 

Mammals • Birds • Dinosaurs Box 278 Moose, WY 83812- (17) 733-7464 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 51 

Quality T-Shirts Great Colors Dramatic Silhouettes 

Nam© Put number desired in ippropdaie box: 
Kd KdilCdt 

City State ) r | I 1 I I I | = 

Eagle 
Zip Phone Ddd, i n 

MAPS IN 3-D! 
Full-Color topographic maps of your favorite 
National Parks in 3 dimensional raised relief. 

Priced from S8.55 to $42.95 these high 
quality maps are available framed in solid oak 
with a keepsake photo mat or unframed. FREE 
CATALOG of complete map line available. 

To place order for maps or FREE CATALOG Write: 
Hubbard Scientific, Inc.. Dept. NPA 
P.O. Box 760, Chippewa Falls, Wl 54729 
Or Call Toll Free (BOO) 323-8368 



N O T I C E S 

Happy Trails 
From rural area to urban area, farm to 
mountain, city to city, trails provide 
recreation in a natural setting. For cit
ies, these trails are a vital means of es
caping the metropolitan way of life. 
Urbanites can find peace, recreation, 
and nature just minutes away from busy 
streets and skyscrapers. 

The Mid-Atlantic Trails Report, pre
pared by NPCA in cooperation with 
the National Park Service, offers 27 ac
tions that should be implemented to 
create an interconnected system of trails 
in the region and lists 147 potential 
greenway and trail corridors for the 
Mid-Atlantic states. 

NPCA is the only environmental group 
to write a comprehensive grassroots-
driven report on what must be done to 
protect and further enhance linear parks. 

Backpackers, cross-country skiers, 
cyclists, motorcyclists, and others can 
enjoy these trails that help link the re
gion. Soon people will be able to walk 
or cycle from Pittsburgh to Washing
ton, D.C., by traveling 300 miles on 
trails that will connect the two cities. 

Just as important as providing recre
ation, these trails preserve natural re
sources, prevent erosion, provide more 
oxygen to counter increasing air pollu
tion problems, protect rare plants and 
animals, and enhance biodiversity. 

Tom Dillon, NPCA project coordi
nator for the report, said, "These corri
dors are subway systems for wildlife. A 
linked system of trails would allow 
wildlife to migrate from park to park." 

Cultural resources are protected as 
well. Old canal systems, such as the 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (C&O), 
which extends 185 miles, record parts 
of American history and remind people 
of how the United States began. 

Annually, more than two million 
people travel the Washington & Old 
Dominion Railroad trail, an abandoned 
railroad recycled into a trail. Trails like 
the W&OD and the C&O lessen the 

detrimental effects of cars as more and 
more people cycle to work, reducing 
pollution and stress, improving health, 
and often saving commuting time. 

Grassroots organizations, private 
citizens, and government agencies cre
ated an agenda for the report through 
meetings that improved the communi
cation among NPS and various user 
groups, such as off-road vehicle users, 
equestrians, and cyclists. 

NPCA and NPS conducted the Mid-
Atlantic Trails Conference this April in 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, to wrap 
up two years of work and continue ef
forts to unify the trails community. More 
than 70 people attended the conference. 
The conference and report reflect what 
must be done to create a viable, inter
connected trails system for the region. 

The Mid-Atlantic regional study 
found approximately 15,400 miles of 
existing trails in the area, which includes 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, Washington, 
D.C., and West Virginia. Many Mid-
Atlantic trails stem from the Appala
chian Trail, the spine of this region. 

The growing interest in trails and 
more individuals taking action have in
creased the possibility of funding for 
the trails community. More and more 
money is opening up to pedestrian and 
bicycle ways. The new Symms National 
Recreational Trail Fund, established 
through the Intermodal Surface Trans
portation Efficiency Act, is expected to 
provide $30 million a year for the cre
ation and maintenance of trails nation
wide. The Mid-Atlantic region, how
ever, will need more funding and sup
port than this bill provides. 

To get involved in your region, con
tact Gene Woock, NPS regional trails 
coordinator, 143 South 3rd Street, 
Philadelphia, PA 19106. 

Limited copies of the report are 
available by writing NPCA, Trails, 1776 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, 
DC 20036. 

Project Earth 
NPCA is involved with the program 
Project Earth Station, founded by the 
Earth Partnership Foundation. NPCA, 
along with four other nonprofit organi
zations, receives proceeds from sales of 
recycled-material products. Key chains, 
umbrellas, tote bags, and hats are being 
made from recycled plastics, metals, and 
paper. Packaging is minimal, and the 
displays are made of environmentally 
sound wood and varnish. 

NPCA hopes a demand for recycled-
material products will be created 
through Project Earth Station in order 
to close the recycling loop. 

Project Earth Station displays can 
be found in all Food Lion grocery stores, 
located primarily in the Southeast. Earth 
Partnership Foundation plans to expand 
nationwide and to increase its product 
line in 1993. 

Charge! 
More than 9,000 people now use the 
NPCA MasterCard when purchasing 
with credit. These cardholders have 
generated more than $150,000 for spe
cial projects in wildlife preservation, 
environmental education, and cultural 
heritage protection. NPCA thanks those 
using the NPCA MasterCard. 

To apply for an NPCA MasterCard, 
please call the Bank of Baltimore at 1-
800-252-9002. 

NPCA Calendar 
NPCA's 1993 calendar, which features 
12 national parks in full color, is now 
available from Landmark General. To 
order, call 1-800-677-1993 or write 
Landmark General, 51 Digital Drive, 
Department Nl , Novato, CA 94948. 

New Director 
NPCA has added a regional director in 
Knoxville, Tennessee, to place further 
emphasis on issues in the Southeast. 
The new director, Don Barger, will work 
full-time to address issues threatening 
national parks in the Southeast such as 
Shenandoah, Everglades, and Great 
Smoky Mountains. The increased at
tention will allow NPCA to attack 
problems on the grassroots level. NPCA 
welcomes its new regional director. 

52 July/August 1992 



Marching On 
THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE from coast 

to coast showed their concern 
for national parks by partici

pating in NPCA's third annual March 
for Parks on May 1-3. More than 15,000 
marchers walked, biked, jogged, or rode 
horses to raise nearly $250,000 in sup
port of park projects across the nation. 

More than 200 marches in 39 states 
celebrated the diversity of natural and 
cultural resources found in the nation's 
public lands and reflected the concern 
of those who use and love their parks. 

In Anchorage, Alaska, users of Chu-
gach State Park pledged to take back 
their park from criminals who have in
fested Chugach with a plague of illegal 
tree-cutting, shooting, theft, and van
dalism. The group, which included 
NPCA Regional Director Mary Grisco, 
raised money to inaugurate a park watch 
program similar to the popular neigh
borhood watch concept. 

In Washington, D.C., which is home 
to many urban national parks, 35 
members of the Friends of Meridian 
Hill marched with NPCA President 
Paul Pritchard and NPCA staff mem
bers to raise money for a tent pavilion 
and concert series in their inner-city 
park, known to neighborhood residents 
as Malcolm X Park. 

Other marches funded tree plantings, 
recycling projects, trail rehabilitation, 
purchase of land for parks and nature 
centers, repair of historic buildings, and 
development of environmental educa
tion materials. 

One of the largest marches is orga
nized each year by the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy in California. 
This year more than 2,000 marchers 
participated on foot, bicycle, and horse
back. Traveling routes that ranged from 
seven to 17 miles, they raised $6,279 to 
fund a toll-free hot line that provides 
information on recreational opportuni
ties in the Santa Monica Mountains. 

The event also provided the first op
portunity for the public to see the nearly 
10,000 acres that the conservancy is pur
chasing in a deal with comedian Bob 
Hope to provide a greenway connection 
between the Santa Monica Mountains 
and nearby U.S. Forest Service land. 

In New Mexico, the Friends of 
Bandelier National Monument orga
nized a march to raise more than $ 1,500 
for an archaeological survey of the 
monument's remote San Miguel ruin, 
which is severely threatened by erosion. 
A local department store supported the 
march by donating a portion of its pro
ceeds from sales of several products. 
NPCA Trustee Betty Lilienthal joined 
other Bandelier activists in identifying 
the project, which will help preserve 
important artifacts and the secrets they 
hold for future generations of park visi
tors. "We're very upbeat about March 
for Parks," says organizer Dorothy 
Hoard. "It's an event that has found a 
real place in this community." 

Community participation was a high
light of the march to benefit Zion Na
tional Park, where backcountry use has 
grown an estimated 22 percent in the 
past year. "We had tremendous coop
eration both from park officials and 
from the community," says march or
ganizer Lori Rose of Springdale, Utah. 
"In the past, it's been hard to get this 
small gateway community involved in 
projects on behalf of the park. Thanks 
to Superintendent Don Falzey and his 
assistant, Larry Weiss, we're seeing a 
new and very encouraging spirit of co
operation," she said. The march raised 
nearly $2,500 for the purchase of trail 
counters to keep track of backcountry 
visitors, installation of a bulletin board 
and privy, and preparation of educa
tion materials for campers and hikers 
using Zion's backcountry trails. 

Bill Howe, a ranger in the county 
parks near Loveland, Colorado, led a 

march that raised nearly $3,000 for the 
construction of ramps for the handi
capped around three lakes in Rocky 
Mountain National Park. More than 60 
people—half of them elderly or handi
capped and many of them wheelchair-
bound—participated in the march. "We 
even had an 80-year-old woman who 
walked the whole three miles," says 
Howe. A public relations firm volun
teered its services to publicize the march. 

"The parks are our common trea
sury. Every citizen needs to take re
sponsibility to protect these resources," 
says Pritchard. "We started March for 
Parks to give citizens an opportunity to 
identify and do something about the 
serious problems facing our parks. 
We're gratified that so many people 
have risen to the challenge in such cre
ative ways." 

—Kathy Westra 

Mark Your Calendar 

1993 March for Parks is 
April 16-18. 

Adopt a Park is the theme of the 
fourth annual March for Parks, 
which will coincide with Earth Day 
1993. 

"Our national parks face a back
log of more than $2 billion in main
tenance and repair projects—a 
backlog the National Park Service 
can't begin to meet," says NPCA 
Grassroots Director Tom St. Hilaire. 
"State and local parks are in the 
same dire straits. Because of this 
backlog, NPCA is urging people to 
adopt a park for 1993's March." 

Now's the time to talk with con
cerned individuals, businesses, youth 
groups, schools, or environmental 
organizations to plan a 1993 March 
for Parks. Contact the superinten
dent of the park you want to sup
port and identify one or more spe
cial projects that can benefit from 
the money you raise in your march. 

For more information, call NPCA 
at 1-800-NAT-PARK. 
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P A R K P U R S U I T 

A Day at the Beach 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl
edge of the history and natural 
resources represented within the 

National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The July/August quiz focuses on na
tional lakeshores and national seashores, 
and information has been provided to 
aid you in identifying those depicted. 

National seashores and lakeshores 
preserve shoreline areas and offshore 
islands. These sites, which are found 
along the Atlantic, Gulf, and Pacific-
coasts, as well as on the Great Lakes, 
provide habitat for some rare and some 
common creatures and plants. They also 
act as a barrier and provide protection 
against the effects of wind, tides, and 
waves, which can dramatically change 
the appearance of the landscape. One 
storm can move a mountain of sand 
several hundred feet, eliminating a pro
tective shield. 

Change is part of the natural process 
of our shorelines, which only tempo
rarily support man-made structures. 
Protecting these areas from commer
cial development was one impetus for 
establishing the national seashores. The 
first one was established in 1937, and 
nine others were added to the park sys
tem between 1961 and 1975. Although 
national lakeshores can be established 
on any natural freshwater lake, the ex
isting four are all on the Great Lakes. 

If you are unable to wait until next 
issue for these answers, call our 900 
number (see page 10). Answers to the 
May/June quiz are: 1. Joshua tree (Yucca 
brevifolia); 2. Pitcher plant (Sarracenia 
/lava), also called golden-trumpets, fly
catchers, or huntsmen's horns; and 3. 
Desert mariposa lily (Calochortus 
kennedyi). 

1 This was the first national lakeshore to be established in the park system. Its most 
distinguishing features are broad beaches, dunes, and multicolored sandstone cliffs, 
some of which rise as high as 200 feet. What lakeshore is this? 
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2. This lighthouse stands at a national 

seashore that is next to the Park 

System's smallest in total acreage. 

Wild horses run free along the 

shores of this park unit, which is 

made up of a series of barrier 

islands that extends for 55 miles. 

What national seashore is this? 

3 This national seashore is noted for 

its long beaches, which are backed 

by tall cliffs, lagoons, and esteros. 

Part of the area remains a private 

pastoral zone. What national 

seashore is this? 
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Preserve 
Simply put: leave nothing but footprints, 
take nothing but pictures. To make this 
easier Pentax introduces the IQZoom 
60X. Simple. Compact. Fully retractable 
38-60mm power zoom lens. 10 ounces 
light. Auto focus, auto exposure, and smart 
flash. Amazingly affordable. Pack it any
where. Pack it everywhere. Because without 
your Pentax it will only be a memory. 

Manufacturing and Servicing Fine 
Binoculars • Monoculars • Cameras • 
Lenses • Video 

35 Inverness Drive East 
Englewood,CO80112 
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