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WE WORSHIP THE GROUND YOU WALK ON. 
(SERIOUSLY) 

To work here is to be inspired daily. 

It can be the play of light and shadow 

at a particular moment. The sound 

of a distant waterfall. Or the sheer 

beauty and grandeur of the treasures 

entrusted to our care. Sometimes it 

leaves us speechless. But when words 

come to mind, they inspire us as 

custodians of these special places. As 

creators of unforgettable memories 

for millions of visitors. And, in our 

spare moments, they inspire us 

simple to take it all in. 
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Counting on Sheep 
For decades, wildlife biologists 
and park rangers at Canyonlands 
and other Southwest parks have 
worked to restore desert bighorn. 
These efforts represent a great 
success story, although the ani
mals' continued recovery is far 
from ensured. 
By Jeffrey Cohn 

A Finger on the Pulse 
NPCA's State of the Parks pro
gram assesses the overall health of 
the national parks by analyzing 
scientific data on the condition of 
a park's natural and historic-
resources. The goal is to provide 
information to policy-makers and 
the National Park Service that 
will improve conditions. 
By Kim A. O'Connell 

Preserving the Peace 
and Quiet 
The dull roar of progress and its 
machines is overwhelming the 
ambient sounds of nature in the 
parks and harming wildlife in the 
process. The Park Service and 
environmental groups are work
ing to restore the soundscape, as 
important to an ecos ystem—and 
our own well-being—as clean air 
and water. 
By Brian Lavendel 

COVER: Though still endangered, 
the desert bighorn population 
has risen considerably in certain 
parts of the Southwest. 
Photo by Michael H. Francis. 
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O U T L O O K 

A C l e a r V i e w 
The Bush administration has not done enough 

to obtain clean air over national parks. 

Shenandoah National 
Park in Virginia does 

not have the grand peaks 
of the Tetons or the glaci
er-carved granite walls of 
Yosemite. But it does have 
a wonderful central ridge 
that overlooks parallel, 
descending watersheds 
and surrounding valleys rich in Amer
ican history—and sometimes you can 
even see it. 

1 hike in Shenandoah several times 
each year, most recently as part of a staff 
field trip. It is a national embarrassment, 
and a violation of the legal foundation of 
our national parks, that Shenandoah's 
historic vistas are frequently shrouded hy 
dirty air. Often the visibility is only one-
tenth of what it was before power plants 
with no emission control equipment 
started polluting our skies, hurting both 
parks and people. That same pollution is 
blamed for 30,000 premature deaths 
nationwide each year. 

Some of Americas most polluted air 
occurs in national parks throughout the 
country, from Big Bend in Texas and 
Sequoia/Kings Canyon in California to 
Acadia in Maine and Great Smoky 
Mountains in North Carolina and Ten
nessee. During peak tourist season over 
the last four years, the staff at Great 
Smoky Mountains has posted air quality 
warnings 140 times, indicating that the 
air was at levels dangerous to visitors, 
plants, and animals. 

Inadequate federal and state laws and 
the inadequate enforcement of those 
laws have brought air pollution to its 

current level. The Bush 
administration did not 
create the problem, but it 
has the legal and moral 
obligation to dramatically 
improve air quality. 

So far, its efforts have 
been mixed. The adminis
tration has taken steps to 

require industries with aging equipment, 
such as power plants and refineries, to 
install pollution control devices. Until 
now, these industries have been exempt 
from doing so, and many fear that cor
porate pressure could significantly weak
en or even eliminate this program before 
it begins. In February, the administra
tion proposed a "Clear Skies Initiative" 
to improve air quality in our parks, even 
though a bipartisan proposal, supported 
by NPCA, would reduce pollution more 
quickly. And, even while the administra
tion is putting forth its initiative, it has 
signaled that it will weaken one of the 
few existing programs that already helps 
to protect parks. 

This administration has made na
tional parks a focus of its environmental 
agenda. Ensuring that our air is clean 
enough to breathe should be a part of 
that agenda. Clearing the air is not sim
ply a matter of preserving majestic views; 
it's a matter of preserving the health of 
our children and of our planet. En
courage the administration to do the 
right thing. Please visit our web site at 
www.npca.org/take_action to let your 
voice be heard. 

Thomas C. Kiernan 
President 
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E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

S a n c t u a r i e s 

M any of us view the 
parks as sanctuar

ies for wildlife. These 
open spaces provide 
food, water, and habi
tat for a variety of creatures, including 
desert bighorn sheep. The sheep are just 
one of hundreds of endangered species 
found within the National Park System. 
Our story on page 26 explores the role of 
Canyonlands National Park in Utah in 
maintaining the sheep's numbers as well 
as establishing the animals elsewhere. 

But even these sanctuaries face chal
lenges. Point Reyes National Seashore 
provides habitat for 15 percent of Cali
fornia's native plant species, nearly 30 
percent of the world's marine mammal 
species, 45 percent of North American 
bird species, and 23 federally listed 
endangered and threatened species. Yet, 
it is considered among the most threat
ened of all biologically rich terrestrial 
regions in the world. Our story on page 
30 outlines how NPCA's State of the 
Parks program is poised to educate the 
public about the issues challenging the 
Park Service in the hope that the integri
ty of the sanctuary can be maintained. 

In addition, these special lands serve 
as oases for us. They are places from 
which to escape civilization, to listen to 
birds singing, wind rustling the leaves, or 
water crashing down a falls. Unfortu
nately, even in the parks, we can't always 
escape. Our story on page 34 explores a 
Park Service program under way at 
Biscayne National Park that is mapping 
the soundscape of the park and may be 
used elsewhere to help preserve the peace 
and quiet. 

Although the parks are neither pris
tine nor perfect, they are among the best 
places this country has to preserve our 
wildlife and to restore our well-being. 

Linda M . Rancour t 

Editor-in-Chief 

About NPCA 
WHO WE ARE 
Established in 1919, the National Parks 
Conservation Association is America's only pri
vate, nonprofit advocacy organization dedicated 
solely to protecting, preserving, and enhancing 
the U.S. National Park System. 

WHAT WE DO 
NPCA protects national parks by identifying prob
lems and generating support to resolve them 

WHAT WE STAND FOR 
The mission of NPCA is to protect and enhance 
America's National Park System for present and 
future generations. 

HOW TO JOIN 
You can become a member by calling our Mem
bership Department, extension 213. National 
Parks magazine is among the benefits you will 
receive. Of the $25 membership dues, $3 covers a 
one-year subscription to the magazine. 

EDITORIAL MISSION 
The magazine is the only national publication 
focusing solely on national parks. The magazine 
creates an awareness of the need to protect and 
properly manage park resources, encourages an 

appreciation for the natural and historic treasures 
found in the parks, and informs and inspires indi
viduals to heip preserve them. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Members can help defend America's natural and 
cultural heritage. Activists alert Congress and 
the administration to park threats; comment on 
park planning and adjacent land-use decisions; 
assist NPCA in developing partnerships; and 
educate the public and the media. For more 
information, contact our grassroots coordinator, 
extension 222 

HOW TO DONATE 
For more information on Partners for the Parks, 
contact our Membership Department, extension 
213. For information about Trustees for the Parks, 
bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, call 
our Development Department, extension 145 or 
146. You can also donate by shopping online at 
www.npca.org, where 5 percent of your pur
chases is donated to NPCA at no extra cost to 
you. 

HOW TO REACH US 
National Parks Conservation Association, 1300 
19th St., N.W., Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036; 
by phone: 1-800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: npca® 
npca.org; and www.npca.org. 
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L E T T E R S 

On the Homefront, Political Climate 

On the Homefront 
After seeing your cover photograph of 
the Statue of Liberty and reading the 
President's Outlook and the letters col
umn [April/May 2002], I could not help 
but express my thoughts concerning the 
issue of snowmobiles in Yellowstone 
National Park. 

After witnessing the World Trade 
Center attacks on September 11 (the 
school where I teach is located less than 
a mile from ground zero), we were, 
indeed, lucky and grateful to have been 
spared the tragedy of being in or near the 
Twin Towers. For months on end, how
ever, we smelled the aftermath of this 
disaster. Smoke and toxic fumes filled 
the hallways of our school, our neigh
borhood, and city streets. 

In view of the recent events, pollution 
of the air from recreational snowmobiles 
within our National Park System is com
pletely selfish and inane. Banning snow
mobiles appears to be a viable solution, 
especially at this crucial point in time 
where clean air is becoming more of an 
endangered natural commodity. 

Bruce Colin 
New York, NY 

Political Climate 
I am writing to you in response to the 
article "Climate Change" [Jan/Feb 
2002]. This article answered many of 
my questions regarding the Bush admin
istration's environmental policies. After 
September 11th, I, along with many of 

my fellow students at Central Michigan 
University, asked where environmental 
action would stand on the new list of 
priorities for the nation. 

I agree with Michael Finley, former 
Yellowstone superintendent, when he 
said, "...The Bush administration has 
adopted a public land policy that so far 
is nothing but smoke and mirrors where 
environmental protection is concerned." 

A pledge was made for additional 
park system money; however, the major
ity of the money will go toward con
struction, not science or wildlife. I realize 
that the tragedy of September 11 th 
needs to be dealt with and terrorism 
handled. I just hope with all the focus on 
terrorism our nation doesn't forget to 
protect the one system that keeps us 
bonded—our environment. 

Melissa M. Hughes 
Mount Pleasant, MI 

Pacific Gems 
1 hope you will correct the impression 
given by your article "Gems of the 
Pacific" [Jan/Feb 2002], which, in refer
ring to the leprosy settlement on Molo-
kai, states that "the U.S. Government 
forced native people to relocate begin
ning in 1865 " 

In 1865 Hawaii was an independent 
monarchy under the rule of Kameha-
meha V. This kingdom existed until 
1893, when it was overthrown by a 
group of its own citizens, which includ
ed members of its government. It was 
not until 1898, when Hawaii was an
nexed by the United States, that the U.S. 
government had any control over 
Hawaiian affairs. 

Richard McMahon 
Kahuku, HI 

Power of Place 
"The Power of Place" [Jan/Feb 2002] 
brought to mind an absolutely memo
rable visit to John Adams' house. We 
were on our way to Boston from Cape 

Cod and made an unscheduled stop 
there. We were very glad that we did. 
What made it so great was our guide. 
She obviously loved showing people this 
historic place. We felt she was talking 
about her beloved ancestors. That was in 
1986, and it is still the high point of our 
many visits to historic sites. We can't 
emphasize enough how important it is 
to have quality personnel at our nation
al historic parks in addition to maintain
ing the buildings and grounds. 

Nancy & Glenn Aston-Reese 
Washington, PA 

To see more letters on these and other topics, 
please visit our web site at www.npca.org. 

CORRECTION 

Two photographs that ran with "The 
Forgotten Colony" in April/May were 
misidentified. Neither the replica of a 
colonial sailing ship nor the living-his
tory museum is located within Colon
ial National Historical Park. They are 
part of an adjacent theme park run by 
the Jamestown-Yorktown Foundation. 

WRITE TO US 

Send mail to: Letters, National Parks, 
1300 19th St., N.W, Suite 300, 
Washington, DC 20036. Letters can 
also be e-mailed to npmag@npca.org. 

"YOU ARE HERE" 

Located in Texas, this medley of 
cypress forest, meadow, and blackwa-
ter swamp was established as the park 
system's first preserve in 1974. Made 
up of nine land units and six water 
corridors, it was designated a Globally 
Important Bird Area in 2001. 

eAjeseJd 
leuoqeiq }a>|0!qi Big :J8/WSUV 

J U L Y / A U G U S T 2 0 0 2 6 

http://www.npca.org
mailto:npmag@npca.org


SPECIAL NATIONAL PARKS DISCOVERY GUIDES OFFER* 

Extraordinary Places Need 
Extraordinary Protection 

Join NPCA's Trustees for the Parks Today 

' Join by 8/15/02 and receive the eight book series of 
National l'atk Discovery Guides, rhese travel guides 
provide comprehensive information on America's 
national parks. 

To become a Trustee for the Parks, complete the coupon and return it 
with your tax deductible donation of $1,000 or more (payable to: NPCA). 
Q My gift of $1,000 or more is enclosed. 
LJ I want to learn more about Trustees for the Parks. Please send me 
additional information. 
NAME NAME 

ADPAESA 

CITY STHJ tip 

PHONE E-MAIl 

Mail comple ted coupon to: National Parks Conservation Association, 
Trustees for the Parks, 1300 19th St., N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 
1-800-NATTAPvK www.npca .org MTMAGJA02 

Help Keep Our National Parks Extraordinary 
With your gift of $1,000 or more, you will join NPCA's visionary conservationists 
who are corriniitted to protecting our national parks for future generations. 

http://www.npca.org
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BY RYAN D O U G H E R T Y 

R E S O U R C E T H R E A T S 

Zion's Cottonwoods 
Could Soon Vanish 

Por/c Service examining how to 

restore canyon's ecosystem. 

Z I O N N.P., UTAH — Lingering effects 
from decades of human manipulation of 
the Virgin River have placed the spectac
ular cottonwood trees at Zion National 
Park in danger. 

"We have an aging forest that is grad
ually going to die," said Jeff Bradybaugh, 
chief resource manager at Zion. "In 30 
to 60 years, there will be very few if any 
cottonwood trees in the canyon." 

That prediction echoes the findings of 
a recent study conducted by the park 
and the Grand Canyon Trust. "Without 
active intervention," the report states, 
"the magnificent canopy of cottonwood 
trees, part of the historic landscape with
in Zion Canyon, will vanish." 

The trees are sim
ply not regenerating, a 
the study revealed. 
The main culprit is a " 
series of revetments, 
stone levees that are 
reinforced with wire 
mesh, built in the 
1930s to protect the 
road and facilities 
from the flood-prone 
river. Although suc
cessful in protecting infrastructure, they 
have also altered the canyon's ecosystem. 

The river no longer reaches its flood-

plain, where it once left sed
iments and nutrients crucial 
to cottonwood seed germi
nation. Its flow is now faster 
during snowmelt and signif
icant precipitation, scouring 
away young cottonwoods. 
And, the water table has 
lowered, making it tougher 
for established cottonwoods 
to get moisture. 

As a result, there has been 
almost no reproduction or 
replacement of the cotton
woods. The revetments have 
also affected the river's ripar
ian and aquatic systems, 
jeopardizing the indigenous 
fish species. 

The report recommends 
a restoration program that 
entails removing the revet
ments along a two-mile 
stretch of the river, as well as 
a reconstruction of the 
river's natural bed, which would spur 

growth of new cotton
woods to replace the 

. old ones. 
The park's final 

decision won't be 
easy, though. Aside 
from the cost, pre
liminarily pegged at 
$5 million, con
cerns abound on 
protecting the park's 
infrastructure from 

the fiver and preserving water quality 
for downstream users. 

"We're taking the slow approach on 
this," Bradybaugh said, "evaluating all 

Cottonwood trees along the Virgin River at Zion. 

effects, both short-term and long-term." 
The park is gathering information on 

various actions, from complete removal 
of revetments in the canyon and recon
struction of the river channel to simpler 
alternatives such as removing the revet
ments and letting the river establish a 
channel within the available floodplain. 

The ultimate goal is to restore the 
floodplain and riverine environment in 
Zion Canyon, Bradybaugh said, thereby 
restoring the processes that affect the 
biological communities in the river. 

Park Superintendent Martin C. Ott 
has said a formal proposal is at least a 
year away, after extensive study and 
input from the public. 
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Sculptural eagle's wing is a 
unique Market First 

Clear crystalline showcases 
award-winning wildlife 
artist Larry K. Martin's 
masterful portraiture 

Shown smaller 
than actual size 
of 7% inches tall 
(18.7 cms) 

Hand-cast to realistically portray 
an eagle's mighty icing—including 

individually etched feathers! 

Fully dimensional crystalline sculpt 
Is dazzling from every angle! 

O200I IH.I 35921-B1> 

Let your spirit soar 
Experience the majesty of the American Bald Eagle 
with "Soaring Spirits," a uniquely-shaped collectible 
hand-cast of translucent crystalline to magnificently 
re-create the impressive silhouette of an eagle's 
wing. Crystal clear and fully dimensional, light 
dramatically infuses the wing from every angle, 
creating a dazzling sculpt that beautifully show
cases the inspiring imagery of acclaimed wildlife 
artist Larry K. Martin. It's a gleaming work of 
sculptural art you will treasure! 

But don't delay—wildlife-themed collectibles 
draw tremendous collector interest. Act now to 
acquire "Soaring Spirits" at the issue price of 
$39-95, fully backed by our 365-day money-back 
guarantee. You need send no money now. just 
fill out and mail the coupon today. 

collectiblestoday.com 
Home o! The Bradford Exchange and All Things Collectible 

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue Niles, IL 60714-1393 

' H tXT/Z/J/lU O ' C O l l l C T I N O ' 

Y E S . Please enter my order for "Soaring Spirits." 
I understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
billed $39.95" when my collectible is shipped. 
Limit: one per order. Please Respond Promptly 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Address 

Name (Please Print Clearly) 

City 

State . Zip 

Signature 

35921-E26391 
'Plus a total ot 55.99 postage and handling Illinois residents add state sales tax 

Pending credit approval Special limited-edition presentation is restricted to 

295 casting days Prices higher in Canada Please allow 4-6 weeks tor delivery 

(Joanng 
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NPCA News and N o t e s 

M A R I N E P R E S E R V A T I O N 

Marine Reserves at 
Virgin Islands Likely 
The no-take zones would protect 

the island's diverse marine life. 

V I R G I N ISLANDS N.P. ,V.I .—The 
designation of coral reefs circling the 
Virgin Islands as a national monument, 
an order by former President Bill 
Clinton that drew both raves and heavy 
criticism, appears to finally be moving 
forward. 

Clinton's order in January 2001 creat
ed the U.S. Virgin Island Coral Reef 
National Monument, encompassing 
more than 12,000 acres of coral reefs, 
and added nearly 18,000 acres of protec
tion to nearby Buck Island National 
Monument. The presidential order des
ignated marine reserves to protect the 
extraordinary diversity of marine life 
around the Virgin Islands. 

Since then, however, the designation 
has been wrapped in red tape. The Vir
gin Islands' two top elected leaders, Gov. 
Charles Turnbull and Delegate to the 
U.S. Congress Donna Christian-
Christiansen, opposed the designation, 
saying it would hurt fishermen who 
depend on coastal fishing grounds. They 

requested that the federal governments 
General Accounting Office conduct a 
full legal review of the designation. 

That review lasted several months. At 
press time, its finding had not been offi
cially released, but Virgin Islands 
Superintendent John H. King and other 
park advocates said indications were that 
the ruling would uphold the monument 
designation. 

Once the Park Service gets the go-
ahead from the Interior Department, 
King said, three things will happen: 
interim regulations for the monument 
will be published in the Federal Register, 
the park will proceed with planning for 
the monument, and the park will begin 
an aggressive educational outreach effort 
on the benefits of managing the monu
ment area as a marine reserve. 

"Some fishermen oppose the monu
ments because they fear the loss of some 
of their fishing grounds," said Mary 
Munson, NPCA's South Florida region
al director, "but there is increasing recog
nition that no-take reserves actually help 
fishermen, since they provide safe havens 
in which fish can grow and reproduce. 
Fishermen can catch more and bigger 
fish in adjacent areas." 

Before Clinton's order, Department of 
Interior officials said overfishing from 
traps in and around the islands had 
reached crisis levels. Under the designa
tion, fishing would be off-limits in all 
but two areas of the new monument, the 
thought being that the no-take zones 
will replenish area fisheries and restore 
habitats. 

"The science is overwhelming on the 
positive benefits of marine reserves for 
the growth of fisheries," said Joe Kessler, 
president of the Friends of Virgin Islands 
Park, a group that, along with NPCA, 
has urged its members, as well as citizens 
and businesses in the Virgin Islands, to 
support the marine reserves. 

Once people became aware of the seri
ousness of the issue, they were eager to 
help, Kessler said. 

"The oceans are dying," Munson said, 
"and these network marine reserves have 
been identified as an excellent solution 
to the problem." 

NPCA Notej 
• I n March, NPCA's Community 
Partners group hosted "Get to 
Know South Florida's National 
Parks" in Miami. The conference 
was designed to bolster the rela
tionship between minorities and 
southern Florida's national parks 
by emphasizing the parks' natural 
beauty and historical ties to peo
ple of color. About 100 residents 
of nearby communities attended. 
Park Service staff from Biscayne, 
Everglades, and Dry Tortugas 
national parks, Big Cypress 
National Preserve, and members 
of the Miami Community Partners 
Program participated and shared 
stories about historical connec
tions. Staff told how African-
American homesteader Lancelot 
Jones and his sons hacked out a 
channel in the coral reefs, still visi
ble today, to enable their family to 
transport their citrus crops by 
boat to the mainland. Although 
today no one would advocate 
destroying the coral, Audrey 
Peterman, event organizer and 
NPCA board member, hopes that 
stories such as Jones' will encour
age people of color to use and 
associate themselves with south 
Florida's national parks. 

• O n May 17, Americans for 
National Parks launched the 
National Parks Scrapbook. 
Individuals can log onto 
www.americansfornationalparks 
.org/scrapbook and post their pho
tos of national parks, in the hopes 
of inspiring others to care about 
such treasures. ANP, a coalition 
launched by NPCA, is working to 
get lawmakers to address the full 
funding needs of the National 
Park System. ANP will share post
ed entries with members of 
Congress and the president as 
evidence of the public's concern. 

—Jenell Talley 
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N A T I O N A L I C O N S 

Cape Hatteras Light 
Remains Closed 
Repairs to the lighthouse force 

closure for second year in a row. 

C A N H A T T E R A S N . S . , N . C . — 

The renowned black-and-white-striped 
lighthouse at Cape Hatteras National 
Seashore will be closed for repair this 
summer, as it was last year—a disap
pointment for visitors and a financial 
blow to the park and area businesses. 

The lighthouse has been closed since 
June 2001, when a piece of cast iron fell 
from its spiral staircase. The National 
Park Service (NPS) found cracks in 
many of the stairs and corrosion and rust 
on nuts and bolts. 

Repairs will cost about $750,000, 
depleting most park program funds, 
officials said. The park also had to cut 
several seasonal interpreter and ranger 

positions to pay for the repairs. 
NPS began charging fees for climbing 

the lighthouse before the stairs crumbled 
last summer, which was expected to yield 
about $500,000 a year. 

No timetable has yet been set for the 
repairs, as congressional approval was 
still pending, but even the best-case sce
nario would mean closure until October. 

However, park officials don't expect 
overall visitation to plummet, citing 
brisk sales at the nearby Eastern National 
Bookstore last summer while the light
house was closed. 

"Our indications are that we are not 
losing visitation due to closure," said 
Mary Doll, public information officer 
for the Outer Banks Group of NPS. 
"Lighthouse visitors are still coming." 

Last summer, business owners com
plained that the lighthouse closure hurt 
tourism. The lighthouse, constructed in 
1870, attracts about 200,000 visitors a 
year. In 1999, it was moved 1,600 feet 
inland to protect it from the encroaching 
surf, at a cost of almost $12 million. The 
beach erodes roughly ten feet a year. 

Couples searching for an awe-inspir
ing, off-the-beaten-path, and inex
pensive place for their wedding need 
look no further than national parks. 

Indeed, planning a wedding at a 
national park is no more difficult than 
arranging one at a church. First, con
tact the ranger headquarters at the 
park you are interested in, as far in 
advance as possible, and ask about 
locations, times, and whether you will 
need a permit (which costs between 
$50 and $200). Each park has different 
rules governing these special cere
monies. Then, take a field trip to the 
park to settle final details. 

Were you married in a national 
park? Please share your wedding sto
ries with National Parks (addresses 
on page 6) for possible publication in 
the magazine or on NPCA's web site. 

"Treat the earth well: it was not given tojou by 
jour parents, it was loaned tojou by jour children." 

-ANCIENT PROVERB 

Protect the heritage you love 
with a legacy for the future... 

By including NPCA in your will or trust, you will help to 
safeguard our precious parks for future generations to enjoy. 

A planned gift to NPCA will create a legacy that will last far 
beyond your lifetime. 

To receive our free brochure How to Make a Will That Works, 
call our toll-free number (left) or return the form below. 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
1300 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

giftplanning@npca.org • www.npca.org 

Please send your free brochure How to Make a Will That Works. 

C) I would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 

O I have already included NPCA in my estate plans. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

t/AO-2 

11 

To find out more, call toll-free 1-877-468-5775 
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N P C A N e w s and N o t e s 

H I S T O R I C P R E S E R V A T I O N 

Sand Creek Site 
Donated to Indians 
Land expected to become part of 

designated national historic site. 

CHIVlNGTON, C O L O . — The story 
of the Sand Creek Massacre, considered 
one of the great shames of American his
tory, is closer ro being properly rold, after 
a casino management company agreed 
to buy land at the heart of the massacre 
site and donate it to two Indian tribes 
that consider it sacred. 

Southwest Entertainment Inc. of 
Minneapolis agreed to buy the 1,465-
acre ranch, known as a key piece of land 
at the site, in April and donate it to the 
Cheyenne-Arapho Tribes of Oklahoma. 
Ultimately, the Park Service is expecred 
to administer the property as part of 

Sand Creek Massacre National Historic 
Site, which could cover as many as 
12,500 acres. 

The historic site would commemorate 
the massacre during which about 700 
Colorado militia troops killed approxi
mately 163 Cheyenne and Arapho 
women, children, and old men under 
the leadership of Black Kertle and other 
chiefs, who thought they slept under the 
protection of the United States, on 
November 29, 1864. 

"Establishment of the Sand Creek 
Massacre National Historic Site would 
be final recognition of American mili
tary might used against an essentially 
defenseless native civilian population," 
said Alicia Seyler, NPCA's American 
Indian liaison. 

For the tribes driven from the land so 
long ago, the site would allow an oppor
tunity to tell the story of the massacre 
from their perspective. 

"Our history will be told the way it 
happened," said Clara Bushyhead, an 
Arapho from Oklahoma, "not the way it 
was told to us in school." 

"We are very excited about it because 
it has been over a century, and we haven't 
had the opportunity to take care of the 
land properly," added Robert P. Tabor, 
chairman of the Cheyenne and Arapho 
Tribes of Oklahoma. 

Initially, the federal governmenr had 
offered to buy the ranch, owned by 
William Dawson. Frustrated by what he 
considered a low offer, Dawson put the 
land up for public sale. Two months 
later, he got the money he wanted, about 
$1.5 million, from Southwest Enter
tainment Inc. 

"This is a win-win situation for every
one," said Dawson. 

Without Dawson's land, establishing 
the historic site would have been next to 
impossible, said Sen. Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell (R-Colo.), sponsor of the leg
islation passed in November 2000 that 
designated the site. 

Since then, the Conservation Fund 
has purchased 240 acres—other than the 
Dawson ranch—from three of 17 prop
erty owners who have land within the 
proposed park boundary. The Park 

Service, the tribes, and the state of 
Colorado must now determine whether 
enough property has been acquired to 
establish the site, said Alexa Roberts, 
project manager for the Sand Creek 
Massacre National Historic Site. 

"At this point, we probably still have a 
few additional properties to acquire, one 
way or another," she said. 

Following the purchase of the crucial 
Dawson land, however, officials are opti
mistic that the Sand Creek site will 
someday be a reality—and an important 
historical achievement. 

"This is the first unit in the National 
Park System to be called a massacre site," 
Roberts said. "That is historically very 
significant—we are finally acknowledg
ing a terrible event in American history. 

"The recognition of this land as a 
massacre site is long overdue," Roberts 
added, "and the story needs telling." 

NPCAiNfote/ 
•On July 18, the Murie Center 
pays homage to Mardy Murie, 
as the 1998 Presidential Medal of 
Freedom recipient prepares to 
celebrate her 100th birthday. The 
center will host the "Evening of 
Enchantment" gala at the Murie 
Ranch in Grand Teton National 
Park in Wyoming to commemo
rate Murie's lifetime commit
ment to conservation and to 
raise money for the center. The 
Murie Center works with people 
from various professions and 
geographic regions to promote 
nature and its connection to the 
human spirit. The night will be 
filled with food, live music, a 
performance based on Murie's 
writings, and a showcase of 
original designs inspired by 
Murie's and her husband Olaus' 
passion for wildlife. The pre
miere of "Place of Enchantment: 
The Mardy Murie Story," per
formed by Voices of the South, 
will conclude the evening. 

—Jenell Talley 
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THE 

AMERICAN 
LIGHTHOUSE 

COLLECTION 

Please enter my subscription to The American lighthouse 
Collection, consisting of 24 hand-painted miniatures, to be sent 
to me at the rate of three sculptures every three months. 

I need send no money now. Bill me for one sculpture a 
month—just $9.95* each. This price is guaranteed to me for the 
entire collection. The custom display will be provided at no 
added cost. 

Signature 
° AIL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

Mail to: Lenox Collections 
P.O. Box 3020 • Langhorne, Pennsylvania 19047-9120 

Authentically detailed sculptures of 
America's most famous lighthouses. 

From rocky cliffs and windswept shores, 
America's "guardians of the night" have 

guided ships through dangerous seas 
for centuries. And now, beginning 
with our very first lighthouse—Boston 
Light—America's most famous light
houses have been brought together 
in a Lenox® collection of intricately 
detailed miniature sculptures. 

Issued under the auspices of The 
United States Lighthouse Society 
based in San Francisco, the collection 
portrays 24 lighthouses—including 
Montauk Point Light in New York 
state, commissioned by President 

George Washington. West Quoddy Head 
Light in Maine. And Cape Hatteras Light, 
the candy-striped tower that transformed 
the "graveyard of the Atlantic" into a safer 
route for seagoing vessels. 

Each miniature will be crafted in a spe
cial sculptor's blend of resin and porcelain. 
And each will be meticulously hand painted 
in the colors of the historic landmark it por
trays. The entire collection will be housed in 
a handsome display—custom designed in 
the shape of a lighthouse. 

The American Lighthouse Collection is 
available by subscription, directly from 
Lenox. The price is just $9.95 for each 
imported, hand-painted sculpture. The dis
play is yours at no additional cost. To begin 
a romantic collecting adventure, mail your 
subscription today. 

Visit us at: www.LenoxCollections.com 

Subscription Form • Please mail within 30 days 

Name 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

Address. 

Citv. . State Zip. 
2766731 

Telephone ( ) 

E-mail 
• Plus $3.96 per set ot three sculptures ($8.08 tor the display) for shipping, handling and 

insurance. Your sak> tax will be added. © LENOX, Inc 2002 

http://www.LenoxCollections.com


N P C A News and Notes 

E N D A N G E R E D S P E C I E S 

Bald Eagle Returns 
to Channel Islands 

Whether the species can thrive in 

southern California will be tested. 

C H A N N E L ISLANDS N.P., C A L I F . — 

The bald eagle has been reintroduced at 
Channel Islands National Park, a project 
that, if successful, could punctuate the 
endangered species' comeback. 

As part of a five-year study, the 
National Park Service will release 12 
chicks into the park each year, starting 
this summer, to see whether they can 
thrive there as they have across the 
United States in recent years. 

Channel Islands had been a marine 
stronghold for bald eagles until DDT 
contamination from a manufacturing 
plant decimated them 50 years ago. 
Many nesting locations in California 
have also been eliminated by develop
ment or other human disturbance, said 
Laura Valoppi, a biologist with the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The reintroduction of bald eagles at 
Channel Islands is especially important 
because the park represents a key coastal 
area at which the species once flourished, 
Valoppi said. 

"The bald eagle has largely reached 
recovery goals in the rest of the United 
States," except for specific areas such as 
Channel Islands, she said. 

Remnants of DDT remain in the 
Channel Islands, resulting in the failure 
of recent bald eagle restoration efforts on 

An American bald eagle in flight. 

Santa Catalina Island. The contaminants 
thinned the shells of eggs laid by the bald 
eagles, causing chicks to die. 

But wildlife officials hope this attempt 
will be more successful, because the four 
islands to be studied—San Miguel, 
Anacapa, Santa Cruz, and Santa Rosa— 
are farther from the contaminated area, 
and the birds will be closely monitored. 

The bald eagle was listed as an endan
gered species in 1973. But the DDT 
ban, enforcement of the Endangered 
Species Act, and persistent restoration 
projects have resuscitated the eagle to the 
point that there is a proposal to remove 
it from the endangered species list. There 
are about 6,000 breeding pairs nation
wide, up from 417 in 1963. 

M O T O R I Z E D U S E 

PWCs Banned From 
Most of Park System 
The watercraft is now allowed at 

16 parks, pending further study. 

In a partial victory for park advocates 
craving peaceful waterways, personal 
watercraft (PWC) have been perma
nently banned from all but 16 national 
park units. The 16 park units are con
ducting environmental assessments to 
determine how to manage PWC use. 
Critics of PWCs consider the machines 
excessively loud and polluting. 

The following timeline highlights key 
developments in the PWC debate: 
A May 1998: NPCA petitions the 
National Park Service (NPS) for an 
immediate ban on PWCs, which had 
been used in 87 park units. 
A March 2000: The Park Service bans 
PWCs in 66 of the 87 parks but gives 21 
seashores, lakeshores, and recreation 
areas two years to establish regulations 
for PWC use; any unit that wants to 
allow PWC use after the grace period 
must complete environmental assess
ments and make special rules. 
A March 2002: House Republicans 

introduce legislation to extend the grace 
period for the 21 units until the end of 
2004, allowing for further study. 
A April 2002: A federal court rejects the 
PWC industry's challenge to the Park 
Service bans. 
A April 2002: On April 22, the Park 
Service announces permanent PWC 
bans for five of the 21 parks: Cape Cod 
and Cumberland Island national 
seashores, Delaware Water Gap and 
Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity national 
recreation areas, and Indiana Dunes 
National Lakeshore. 

PWCs are banned at eight other parks 
effective April 22, pending further study: 
Gulf Islands, Assateague Island, Fire 
Island, Cape Lookout, and Padre Island 
national seashores, Big Thicket National 
Preserve, Gateway National Recreation 
Area, and Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore. 

The remaining eight parks will ban 
PWCs on September 15, pending fur
ther study: Amistad, Bighorn Canyon, 
Lake Mead, Chickasaw, Curecanti, Glen 
Canyon, Lake Meredith, and Lake 
Roosevelt national recreation areas. 

REGIONAL REPORT 
DENVER—The Environmental Protection 
Agency in April endorsed a ban on snow
mobiles in Yellowstone and Grand Teton 
national parks, reasoning that their con
tinued use would breach air pollution 
standards and threaten other park 
resources. Instead, the agency advocat
ed the use of snowcoaches. In 2000, the 
National Park Service (NPS) decided to 
ban snowmobile use in the parks by win
ter 2004. When snowmobile manufactur
ers challenged that decision in court, 
though, the Bush administration asked 
NPS to do a supplemental environmental 
impact statement that outlined options 
ranging from implementation of the ban 
by winter 2003 to continued snowmobile 
use with caps on numbers and emissions. 
The public comment period ended May 
29, and NPS is expected to make its final 
decision in the fall. 
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View from Waterrock Knob along the Blue Ridge Parkway in Haywood County, North Carolina. 



A D V E R T I S E M E N T A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

T F V A <s 

An Unforgettable Journey 

It's fitting that Texas, 
known as the Lone Star 
State, has a singular histo

ry among the states of the 
Union. Once the Republic of 
Texas, the state now conjures, 
in the minds of starry-eyed 
travelers iconic images of the 
very core of what is the United 
States of America. From its vastness and 
diversity of land and wildlife to its rich his
tory filled with stories of trials and triumphs 
and heroes and villains, Texas, the largest 
of the contiguous states, still stands alone. 

A journey through the state's 267,297 
square miles of seemingly never-ending 
land and opportunities puts to rest any 
doubts of the Lone Star's claim to fame. 
Everywhere its vast uniqueness is evident. 

Starting where the land meets the sea, 
Texas is filled with places to be explored 

Guadalupe Mountains National Park, Texas. 

and experiences that make up treasured 
moments in life. Texas' Gulf Coast 
stretches more than 600 miles that offer 
family-oriented fun, nationally renowned 
wildlife watching, water sports, deep-sea 
fishing, resort-style entertainment, and 
exciting nightlife. 

At Galveston's Stewart Beach Park, 
families enjoy sunny days playing volley
ball or building sandcastles. It's also a cul

turally rich area, marked with 
well-preserved Victorian-era 
houses and more than 550 
historical landmarks listed on 
the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

At the middle of the 
state's Gulf Coast, Corpus 
Christi is best known for two 

of the Lone Star's most popular attrac
tions. Come aboard the USS Lexington, an 
acclaimed naval aircraft carrier that's now 
a first-class museum, or venture—literal
ly—below the sea at the Texas State 
Aquarium for an up-close look at life below 
clear water. 

Adjacent to Corpus Christi is the 110-
mile-long Padre Island, home to a major 
resort town as well as 80 miles of undevel
oped beaches. While pleasure-seeking stu
dents flock to South Padre Island during 

spring break, nature and wildlife lovers 
experience as much temptation when vis
iting the island. The national seashore there 
features a two-mile paved Grasslands 
Nature Trail through native plants and 
wildflowers, and it showcases the last 34 
miles of unspoiled beaches and sand dunes 
along the Gulf of Mexico. In stark contrast, 
bayside wetlands create an oasis for unusu
al plants, animals, and various waterfowl. 
In fact, more than 300 species of birds, 
including pelicans, spoonbills, and red
heads, can be found on the ecologically 
diverse isle. 

Up the coast, bird-watching opportu
nities abound at the Aransas National 
Wildlife Refuge, winter home to the near-
extinct whooping crane and a sanctuary 
named one of the top T2 bird-watching 
sites in the nation. Though the 500-mile-
long Great Texas Birding Trail confirms the 
richness and diversity in wildlife along the 
Gulf Coast, all of Texas is a birding para
dise. For the past five years, American 
Birding Association members have listed 
Texas as the most popular destination for 
birding tours. 

Travel north from Texas' Gulf shores 
reveals a dramatic change in scenery. 
Sandy beaches and arid coastal terrain 
quickly turn to moist woodlands known as 
the Piney Woods, home to four national 
forests. 

To the east, the land gradually 
changes from lowland forests to the rolling 
hills and spring-fed streams of the Hill 
Country and on to towering mountains. 
Between these regions lies a wealth of cul
tural and historical opportunities. The 
Metroplex, which includes Dallas and Fort 
Worth, offers exciting nightlife, arts, muse
ums, a symphony, and more shopping 
centers per capita than any city in the 
United States. Fort Worth, also known as 
"Cow Town," provides a more authentic 
flavor of the Wild West situated in a big-city 
atmosphere. 

The South Texas Plains region is 
deeply influenced by the state's rich 
Mexican heritage, evident in the area's mis
sions, working ranches, and historic battle 
sites of Texas' fight for independence. 
Among the most famous is the Alamo in 
San Antonio. 

Distinct in natural beauty, the Hill 
Country is home to the Texas capital, 
Austin. The surrounding area is also 
steeped in European tradition, evidenced 
by intriguing small communities like 
Fredericksburg, New Braunfels, and San 
Marcos, which are great sources for 
antique shopping, superb cuisine, and fine 
Texas wines. 

Farther west, beyond the rugged cow
boy territory of the Panhandle, lies Big 
Bend Country, a grand and fitting finale for 
a tour of the Lone Star state. The River 
Road in Big Bend National Park plunges 
over mountains and through canyons 
along the sun-drenched Rio Grande. A tes
tament of Mexican and frontier heritage, El 
Paso, a 400-year-old town, marks the Lone 
Star's western border and the end of an 
unforgettable journey. 

For more information on travel 
opportunities in Texas and to 
receive your FREE Texas State 
Travel Guide, call 1-800-8888-TEX 
x2403, or visit www.TravelTex. 
com. 

In Texas, the Old West is still with us. And so is the ancient West. 
1 here s a lot more to lexas heritage than cowboys and roundups. I ales of the West sometimes forget about our majestic 

missions, antebellum mansions, famous forts, or even tribal rock paintings. It's all here along with beautiful landscapes, 

museums, shopping, and more nestled throughout the whole Lone Star State. With a state as big as this, just imagine 

all the history waiting to be discovered. Visit www.TravelTex.com or call 1-800-8888-TEX (ext. 2403) for a free 

264-page Texas State Travel Guide, Accommodations Guide, and Texas Highway Map. 

C 2002 Texas Department of Economic Development Tourism [lis won F.OJL02. 

Qstt litre a //>//(/<> n/itei' cot//tin/. 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

AMERICAN CRUISE LINES 

Unique and Unforgettable 

An American Cruise Lines vacation is 

the waterway equivalent to the road 

less traveled—where passengers 

experience the intimacy of unique destina

tions and the journey itself. These small 

ships offer all the amenities of a mega-ship 

without the hassle or the crowds. 

The fleet of newly constructed coastal 

vessels is designed for sojourns among the 

serene inland passages of the United States' 

eastern seaboard—from the secluded har

bors and breathtaking scenery of Maine to 

the great rivers and seashores of Florida, 

home to the oldest surviving city in America, 

St. Augustine. Expeditions of intrigue ven

ture to myriad destinations where large 

ships cannot go. During forays to New 

England's quaint island towns and rustic sea

port villages, aflame with fall colors, or Lake 

Okeechobee and the waterways of sunny 

Florida, wildlife and wonder abound. Enjoy 

escorted shore excursions to remote his

torical and cultural attractions, such as 

Annapolis, Maryland, or Colonial Wil

liamsburg, Virginia, or merely bask in the 

sun on the soft sands at Myrtle Beach, 

South Carolina. Authentic Southern hos

pitality and charm can be found at 

Savannah, Georgia, and the South's 

other fabled cities, along with first-class 

golfing at Hilton Head Island, South 

Carolina. 

The spacious interiors of American 

Cruise Lines ships were designed to 

ensure guests the utmost in comfort and 

convenience. Shared with no more than 

48 passengers, the ships offer an informal 

and intimate ambiance with personalized 

service. Large windows in oversized 

staterooms frame nature's great master

pieces, while sundecks and glass-

enclosed lounges entice guests to enjoy 

panoramic views and starry night skies. 

Staterooms with private balconies also 

are available. Discriminating palates can 

feast on delectable cuisine masterfully 

prepared by skilled chefs. 

While on board, passengers are treat

ed to informative lectures. The ships also 

offer a library stocked with books and 

videos highlighting local ports of call. 

Replete with recreation, relaxation, 

and refinement, seasoned travelers disem

bark filled with cherished memories of an 

experience of the vacation as a journey, 

never just a destination. 

To receive detailed information 
about American Cruise Lines 
vacations and itineraries, or for 
reservations, call 1-800-814-6880. 
Also visit www.americancruise-
lines.com. 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Discovering Heritage Treasures 

F eneath the moss-draped live oaks 

of South Carolina lies an immense 

wealth of patriotic heritage—a 

cache filled with an array of historical, nat

ural, and cultural treasures that unfold in 

vignettes of time along the South Carolina 

National Heritage Corridor. Traversing 

more than 240 miles of nature's most 

beautiful landscapes and wildlife habitat, 

the Corridor traces colonial life and 

Revolutionary resistance going back 400 

years. It stretches over 14 counties, from 

the misty Blue Ridge Mountain foothills on 

the state's western border to the coastal 

waters of historic Charleston. 

Along the way, step back into the 

pages of Carolina's colonial past at Boone 

Hall Plantation or Middleton Place, home 

to the First Continental Congress presi

dent and a signer of the Declaration of 

Independence. 

Discover how South Carolina, at the fore

front of British military aggression, wit

nessed more skirmishes than any other 

colony (more than 300). Uncover the 

incredible facts surrounding the state's 

crucial role in determining the outcome of 

the American Revolutionary War at 

Musgrove Mill State Historic Site, a reposi

tory of information about Revolutionary 

sites located across South Carolina. From 

there retrace the steps of colonial heroes 

from the first decisive victory at Fort 

Moultrie to other nationally significant 

battle sites, including Kings Mountain 

National Military Park in Blacksburg. 

Nearby, at Chesnee, Cowpens 

National Battlefield marks the brilliant 

victory of Daniel Morgan's army over 

Tarleton's force of British regulars. Relive 

the experience of military families in 

Revolutionary War Field Days, a two-day 

re-enactment scheduled for November 2-

3 at historic Camden, supply headquarters 

for Lord Comwallis. In a Call to Arms— 

Ninety Six 1775, a living history program 

slated for November 18-19, witness the 

effects of Nathanael Greene's ill-fated siege 

in 1 781. Or frame the sights of your camera 

to capture the struggle portrayed in one of 

numerous motion pictures produced in the 

state, including Mel Gibson's f i lm, The 

Patriot, shot at Charleston and Brat-

tonsville, which is also where the 

Revolutionary re-enactment "Huck's 

Defeat" takes place July 13-14. 

Pay homage to your Patriotic 
Heritage; visit South Carolina's 
historic sites. Call the Heritage 
Development Office, 1-803-734-
1770, or visit www.sc-heritagecor-
ridor.org. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 

Battlegrounds of freedom. 
Explore Revolutionary battle sites in South 

Carolina where our Patriots taught the British 

about a new way of fighting! 

Come with us to a time of heroic valor. See 

battlefields where our nation's freedom was 

won. Stroll the gardens of grand plantations 

and walk through historic home that tell a tale 

of America's proud beginning. 

Get to know South Carolina. The warmth of 

her hospitality. The delight in her smiles. Our 

free Smiles b Places vacation kit will introduce 

you. Also receive brochures on locating 

historic Revolutionary battle sites across t h e " " ' 

state. Call for yours today. 

1-800-617-4800 Ext. 7369 

http://www.sc-heritagecorridor.org
http://www.sc-heritagecorridor.org
http://www.DiscoverSouthCarolina.com


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

DELAWARE NORTH PARKS SERVICES 

Welcomes You Home 

For Bruce Fears, the allure of a $1 

billion-plus company was sec

ondary to the chance to work in 

some of the most beautiful places on 

Earth...places similar to the one where 

he grew up. And places he believes 

many of his staff members are also 

passionate about, a reality that is key 

to understanding his vision as the new 

president of Delaware North Parks 

Services (DNPS). 

Fears' leadership style combines 

a keen operational ability with an 

innate sense of what he thinks will 

continue to differentiate DNPS from 

its competitors well into the future. 

"I want our guests to feel like 

they've come home whenever they 

arrive at our properties. And when 

they leave, I want them to be think

ing about how soon they can get 

back," he often tells his management 

team. 

The mantra grew out of what is 

very nearly a lifetime of experiences. 

Before he was born, his father was 

hired as the first concessions man

ager at Shenandoah National Park. 

The senior Fears met his wife there and started a family, raising 

three sons against a backdrop of some of the world's most 

breathtaking scenery. The boys played there and served visi

tors as soon as they were old enough. Fears and one of his 

brothers met their wives there. 

He left to pursue a college education but quickly found a 

way to make a living doing what he loved. His career brought 

him to DNPS in 1996 as vice president of operations. The sub

sidiary was just three years old then, but with major contracts 

at Yosemite National Park and Kennedy Space Center Visitor 

Complex in Florida, it was easily on its way to becoming an 

industry leader. Today, it is larger than its chief competitors 

and the fastest-growing business segment of its parent corpo

ration, quickly approaching the level of its more established 

businesses. 

The reasons are many, but Fears and DNPS associates 

throughout the organization are quick to point to their commit

ment to stewardship of their properties. Indeed, their sense of 

responsibility for the natural resources entrusted to their care has 

given rise to CreenPath, an environmental management pro-

Interior view of the Ahwahnee Dining Room. 

gram that has received accolades 

and earned registration for six loca

tions—Asilomar State Beach and 

Conference Grounds, Grand Can

yon, Sequoia, and Yosemite nation

al parks, Tenaya Lodge at Yosemite, 

and the company's central reserva

tions office in Fresno, California— 

under ISO's (International Organi

zation for Standardization) environ

mental management standard. It is 

an achievement shared by no other 

U.S. hospitality company. Past 

DNPS president Dennis Szefel 

explains the motivation for Green-

Path and ISO registration matter-of-

factly: "It is simply the right thing to 

do." 

Reverence for the parks and a 

desire to share their beauty present 

DNPS with the challenge of mitigat

ing the effects of millions of humans 

on fragile ecosystems. GreenPath, 

educational and interpretive pro

grams, and capital projects are all 

helping to ensure that the parks are 

there for generations to come. 

Millions of dollars have been spent on 

new and existing structures, including Sequoia's Wuksachi Lodge, 

where President George W. Bush stayed last summer. Delaware 

North is also investing heavily in Yosemite's Ahwahnee and 

Wawona hotels, legendary properties that captivate guests with 

their charm, ambiance, and world-class dining experiences. 

Yet, Yosemite's most recent honor came as a result of 

stroller-accessible hiking trails and a program that helps pre

schoolers identify plants and insects. Small details in the larger 

scheme of things, but they help to welcome families after a long 

journey, giving them the unmistakable, irreplaceable feeling of 

being at home. 

Delaware North Parks Services is waiting to wel
come you home to many parks and attractions. 
Please see our advertisement on the inside cover of 
this issue. For overnight accommodations at 
Sequoia National Park, call 888-252-5757, 559-
253-2199 or book online at www.VisitSequoia.com. 
For reservations at Yosemite National Park, call 
559-252-4848 or log onto www. YosemitePark.com. 
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

THE HEART OF APPALACHIA 

Celebrating the Birth of Country Music 

In the summer of 1927, a record producer from RCA Victor 
traveled to the mountains of Appalachia in southwest Virginia 
with a novel idea: to record traditional music for commercial 

sale. Today the Bristol Sessions recordings, which include such 
artists as the Carter Family and Jimmie Rodgers, are often hailed 
as the birth of country music. 

To celebrate the 75th Anniversary of the Bristol Sessions, a week-
long gala will begin at the Paramount Theater in Bristol, Tennessee/ 
Virginia on July 25, followed by nightly performances throughout the 
surrounding mountains. The commemoration concludes with a two-
day event August 2-3 at the Carter Family Festival in Hiltons, Virginia. 
Music from dozens of bluegrass bands and nationally known art
ists, such as Earl Scruggs and Loretta Lynn, promise to make this 
a not-to-be-missed celebration of traditional Appalachian music. 

The Heart of Appalachia offers a warm welcome year-round. 
From the performances of native Ralph Stanley to the Tri-State 
Gospel Sing at Breaks Interstate Park on Labor Day weekend, 
mountain music and mountain beauty are always in harmony. 

The scenic mountains of southwest Virginia offer a complete 

getaway experience with more than 90,000 acres of national for
est, hundreds of miles of stunning hiking and biking trails, white-
water rafting for the entire family, and terrific bird watching, 
including 30 species of native warblers. 

The town of Big Stone Gap reveals that good, old-fashioned 
southern hospitality and a sense of humor aren't simply the works of 
Adriana Trigiani's fiction. Stop by the Tourist Information Center for a 
map to the settings found in her best-selling novels. Nearby, the Rus
sell Fork River flows through a magnificent gorge that has been dub
bed "the Grand Canyon of the East." The river has gained a nation
al reputation among Whitewater paddlers. Or enjoy a driving tour 
that follows the Wilderness Trail forged by Daniel Boone to Cumber
land Gap, one of the nation's largest national historical parks. It's no 
wonder the natural beauty of the Heart of Appalachia region of south
west Virginia inspired American Indians to call the area "Paradise." 
For more information on the 75th Anniversary of 
the Bristol Sessions or a visitors guide to the Heart of 
Appalachia, call 800-SWVA-FUN or log on to 
www.heartofappalachia.com. 

Virginia isforlmters^ 

>ONcJsiRDS SINC ftRAICHT FROM TUT HtAFX 
V-/ur nature present', immense national 

forest, interstate park, wilderness area 
and historical parks offer endless 
opportunities to appreciate the outdoor 
splendor of the Appalachian mountains. 

v/omc for a visit, and you'll And out 
why there's so much to sing about! 
Call today for your free Visitors Guide! 

1.888.SWVA-FUN 
wTvw.heartofappalachia.com 

SHGAPIIE 
APPALACHIX 
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It's in our nature to sing in the Heart 
of Appalachia! The glorious 
mountains inspire a wealth of 
traditional bluegrass and country 
performers, and serve to protect an 
amazing variety of birds - including 
30 species of native warblers. 

http://www.heartofappalachia.com
http://wTvw.heartofappalachia.com


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA 

Alive with Unique Opportunities 

From the Mexican heritage evident in architecture and cui
sine, to the quaintness and quirkiness found at the arts 
community of Bisbee, to the cowboy and mining traditions 

that can be experienced first-hand at Tombstone, Southern 
Arizona is a region steeped in a rich and varied culture. And the 
landscape is just as varied as the history. 

Towering, thickly forested mountain ranges that are home 
to distinctive and rare ecosystems rise from the high desert. 
Some of these peaks in Southern Arizona reach more than 
10,000 feet, offering cool breezes in the summer and a lush vari
ety of flora and fauna for outdoor enthusiasts. 

One of these mountains lies just 30 miles north of Tucson. 
The top of Mount Lemmon, where the air temperature can be 30 
degrees cooler than the lower-elevation city, is replete with a charm
ing resort town and ski slopes. Heading south of Tucson just 12 
miles, you'll find the enchanting 1691 Mission San Xavier del Bac. 
Ansel Adams, known for his striking black and white photography, 
was so amazed by the surreal picture of the imposing white cathe
dral against a cobalt blue sky that he photographed it in color. 

Even farther south is one of the most spectacular spots for 
nature lovers and birders. Madera Canyon offers excellent hiking 

and camping and many chances to spot unusual birds such as 
the colorful trogon, broad-billed hummingbird, or sulphur-bel
lied flycatcher. Nearby Patagonia Lake State Park amazes visitors 
with spectacular views of the Santa Rita and Patagonia moun
tains and the azure lake on Sonoita Creek. To the east lies 
Chiricahua National Monument that features rock formations 
created millions of years ago by volcanic activity. Some of the 
great boulders are precariously balanced, defying gravity and 
mystifying explorers. 

If the desert is more of a draw than the mountaintops and 
canyons, the Arizona-Sonora Desert Museum is a likely stop. 
One of the region's most popular attractions, the Arizona-
Sonora Desert Museum is a naturalist's dream. A mecca for the 
curious, it's alive with native plants and animals, such as 
saguaro cacti, palo verdes, and mountain lions and Gila mon
sters. The museum is also home to unusual interpretive dis
plays including a unique underground exhibit that features 
nocturnal desert dwellers. 
Whether your taste runs to historical or natural expedi
tions, experience Southern Arizona. Call 888-520-3445. 
Or visit www.southern-arizona.com. 

S D T D U G H , 

I T ' S E N D U R E D E O N S 

S D D E L I C A T E , 

F R O S T C A N K I L L I T 

SAGUARO NATIONAL PARK 
NEAR TUCSON 

SAGUARO CACTUS DON'T 
SPROUT ARMS UNTIL THEY'RE 
AT LEAST 15 FEET TALL 
AND 75 YEARS OLD. 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA, 
THE HOME OF FASCINATING 
FLORA, BOASTS MORE 
SAGUARO CACTUS THAN ANY 
OTHER PLACE IN THE WORLD. 

CALL TOLL-FREE BBB-5ZO-3445 
FOR YOUR TRAVEL GUIDE. 
WWW.SaUTHERN-ARIZDNA.COM 

TUCSON & SOUTHERN APIZONA 
WILD AT HEART. CLOSE AT HAND 

http://www.southern-arizona.com
http://WWW.SaUTHERN-ARIZDNA.COM


NOVA SCOTIA BLUE RIDGE TEXAS 
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With our great national 
parks and more than 125 provincial 

parks, there's more to Nova Scotia 
than you imagined. Get your FREE 
Outdoor Vacation Planning Kit and book 
a Nova Scotia vacation today. 

1-800-565-0000, oP. 317 
www.novascotia.com/parks 

Drive b.ick in lime. From Virginia's 
Shenandoah Valley to ihc Great 

Snuiks Mountains o! North Carolina and 
Tennessee: I.Mill) Miles of Backroud Tours 
Await Voir Lose yourself in the simple 
beauty. Simple Folks. Savor, too the 
marvels olthe 250-rtxvm Biltmore Estate. 
Explore the Great Smokies. Native American culture 

Call loll Free l-nbb~t-ti-l"9for your FREE copy 
of the Bit K RIIM.H PARKS AV TRAVEL GLIDE 

AvvvAA.blueridgeparkvA ayusa.com 

Texas Tropics 
Nature Festival 

March 27-30, 2003 

1-877-MCALLEN (622-5536) 
www.mcallencvb.com • ttnf@mcallencvb.com 

MAINE TEXAS 

www.visit dig dend.com 
1-877-BIG BEND 
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j t L X P L O R E M A I N E ' S pristine coast aboard an 

authentic tall ship. Great sailing by day, snug harbors 

at night. Delicious cooking and a traditional lobster 

bake. 14 ships offer 3 to 6-day cruises from Camden, 

Rockport and Rockland. Prices start at $350 . 

www.sailmainecoast.com 
1-800-807-W1ND 

SCOTIA 

http://www.novascotia.com/parks
http://ayusa.com
http://www.mcallencvb.com
mailto:ttnf@mcallencvb.com
http://www.visit
http://dend.com
http://www.sailmainecoast.com


SWISS ALPS ALASKA CARIBBEAN 

Sense of 
adventure 

required 

w 1-800-987-6773 J 

Gracious hospitality and fine dining in the 
heart of the Wrangell-St. 11 Lis National Park. 
Historic mines, spectacular glaciers, 
flightseeing, rafting, 
w w w Ken nicottl adge.com 

Welcome aboard. 
But, only if you're 

wearing shorts or a sarong. 
•Wlndjammin' is a 

relaxed blend of sailing, 
exploring and general 
vhoop'n i t up. No hype, 
no formality. Just pure 

island-hopping adventure 
in the Caribbean. 

6-day Caribbean 
Sailing Safari 

from $700 

Free Adventure Brochure 

800-327-2601 
www.wlndjammer.com 

Windjammer* 
Hnrr/bot Cruises 

P.O. Box 190120, Dept. 5978 Miami Beach, FL 33119-0120 

N A T I O N A L PARKS 

C O R P O R A T E 

P A R T N E R S H I P 

At NPCA, we value our National Parks Corporate 

Partners, which demonstrate the role an 

engaged private sector can play in safeguarding 

our national parks. 

Archer Daniels Midland Company 

Bloomberg, LP. 

The Coca-Cola Company 

Delaware North Companies, Inc. 

EMC Corporation 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation 

The Home Depot 

Pitney Bowes, Inc. 

Willkie Farr & Gallagher 

For more information, please contact Robin 
Martin, corporate relations coordinator, 

at rmartin@npca.org, or 800-628-7275 ext 159. 

C H E C K I T O U T ! 
National Parks' advertisers invite you to find out more about their destinations, products, 

and services. Check out their web site or call them at the number listed below. For additional 

information, please return the reader service card or log on to www.npca.org! 

Alpine Adventure Trails 
Tours 

888-478-4004 
www.swisshiking.com 

American Cruise Lines 
800-814-6880 

www.americancruise 
lines.com 

Blue Ridge Parkway 
866-443-2779 

www.blueridgeparway 
usa.com 

Big Bend, TX 
877-BIG-BEND 

www.visitbigbend.com 

Bradford Editions/ 
Hamilton Collection 

877-268-6638 
www.collectiblestoday.com 

Heart of Appalachia 
888-SWVA-FUN 

www.heartofappalachia.com 

Kennicott Glacier Lodge 
800-987-6773 

www.kennicottlodge.com 

Lenox Collections 
800-536-6928 

www.lenoxcollections.com 

McAllen, TX 
877-MCALLEN 

www.mcallencvb.com 

Maine Windjammer 
800-807-WIND 

www.sailmainecoast.com 

National Collectors Mint 
888-NAT-MINT x3969 

New Brunswick, Canada 
800-561-0123 

www.tourismnew 
brunswick.ca 

Nova Scotia, Canada 
800-565-0000x317 

www.novascotia.com/ 
parks 

Sequoia National Park 
Lodging 

888-252-5757 
www.visitsequoia.com 

South Carolina Heritage 
Tourism 

803-734-1770 
www.sc-heritagecorridor.org 

Southern Arizona 
888-520-3445 

www.southern-arizona.com 

Texas Tourism 
800-8888-TEX x2403 
www.traveltex.com 

Windjammer Barefoot 
Cruises 

800-327-2601 
www.windjammer.com 

Yosemite National Park 
Lodging 

559-252-4848 
www.yosemitepark.com 

24 J U L Y / A U G U S T 2 0 0 2 

T R A V E L P L A N N E R 

•'-*•. *̂ — - ,i. TV, 

loin ns on Main Street Kennicott 
to step back in time and into aiiveuture. 

SWISSAIPS 

Optional length hikes daily 
Choice of moderate or more strenuous 

Basing weekly in charming 
mountain villages 

2-week, 10-day and 1-week 
trips offered 

Call for free color brochure 

888-478-4004 
www.swisshiking.com 

http://ge.com
http://www.wlndjammer.com
mailto:rmartin@npca.org
http://www.npca.org
http://www.swisshiking.com
http://www.americancruise
http://lines.com
http://www.blueridgeparway
http://usa.com
http://www.visitbigbend.com
http://www.collectiblestoday.com
http://www.heartofappalachia.com
http://www.kennicottlodge.com
http://www.lenoxcollections.com
http://www.mcallencvb.com
http://www.sailmainecoast.com
http://www.tourismnew
http://www.novascotia.com/
http://www.visitsequoia.com
http://www.sc-heritagecorridor.org
http://www.southern-arizona.com
http://www.traveltex.com
http://www.windjammer.com
http://www.yosemitepark.com
http://www.swisshiking.com


H I S T O R I C H I G H L I G H T S 

An Amer ican Statesman 
Roger Williams National Memorial in Rhode Island tells the story 

of a relentless champion of religious freedom and "soul liberty." 

B Y R Y A N D O U G H E R T Y 

T ruth-seeker or trouble
maker? Divine or dan
gerous? Some people 

didn't know what to think of 
Roger Williams as he crusaded 
for religious freedom and sepa
ration of church and state 
throughout the 17th century. 
But Williams' at-the-time "rad
ical" beliefs would become 
central to modern democracy, 
earning him a lofty, indis
putable place in history. 

Born in London in about 
1603, Williams studied law 
and theology at Cambridge 
University. While a young 
minister, he realized his search for spiri
tual truth clashed with the rigid views of 
the Church of England. "Men's con
sciences ought in no sort to be violated, 
urged, or constrained," Williams wrote. 

Attempting reform in England at that 
time, however, was dangerous. By doing 
so, one risked imprisonment or worse. A 
group of Puritans fled England in 1629, 
founding the Massachusetts Bay Colony 
in America. The following year, they 
founded Boston and other settlements. 

Williams' opposition to the church 
continued until he left for Boston in 
1631. Settlers greeted Williams excited
ly, proclaiming him "a godly minister." 

It wasn't long, though, until Williams 
learned that the Puritans of the Bay 
Colony also valued religious conformity. 
He decried the union of church and 
state, advocating "soul liberty" instead. 

RYAN DOUGHERTY is news editor. 

This painting depicts Williams' arrival in America in 
1631, after he fled England for religious freedom. 

Williams became a separatist, trying to 
leave the Anglican Church. But the 
colony refused so radical a step. 

Then, as Massachusetts Bay Colony 
struggled to retain its charter, Williams 
condemned the royal charter's sanction
ing of taking American Indian lands. At 
that point, Boston's officials had seen 
and heard enough of Williams. In 1635, 
after brief stints of duty at Salem and 
Plymouth, Williams faced trial before 
the General Court and was convicted of 
"new and dangerous opinions against 
the authority of magistrates." He was 
banished from the colony. 

Williams avoided arrest and deporta
tion to England by fleeing the colony 
during winter, through frozen wilder
ness. Members of the Wampanoag tribe 
aided his escape. In the spring of 1636, 
Williams and his followers settled at the 
Ten-Mile River. That summer, they 
moved across the river to an area they 

named Providence, meaning 
"gift of God." 

Williams sailed to England 
in 1643, seeking patents for 
the area. He secured a charter 
for the Providence Plantations 
in Narragansett Bay, granting 
Rhode Island, as the new 
colony was named, indepen
dence and "liberty of con
science." Rhode Island became 
a safe harbor amid religious 
oppression, a sanctuary for 
persecuted Quakers. 

While in London, Williams 
published a pair of important 
books. The first, A Key to the 

Language of America, offered a sympa
thetic glimpse of American Indians. 

Williams outlined his views on liberty 
of conscience and separation of church 
and state in his second work, The Bloody 
Tenet of Persecution. Many historians 
assert that Williams' beliefs became a 
building block for England's Bill of 
Rights in 1689, and later the United 
States' Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

National Park Service literature 
describes Williams as "an early American 
statesman and champion of the great 
ideals underlying modern democracy." 
The Williams memorial, located on a 
common lot of the original settlement of 
Providence, pays tribute to his life and 
his continuing impact on society. 

"[Williams) is the most fascinating 
figure of America's formative 17th cen
tury," wrote biographer Cyclone Covey, 
"... a symbol of a critical turning point in 
American thought and institutions." MP 
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For decades, wildlife 

biologists and park rangers 

at Canyonlands and 

other Southwest parks 

have worked to restore 

desert bighorn. 

COUNTING ON Sheep 
By Jeffrey Cohn 

These efforts represent 

a great success story, 

although the animals' 

continued recovery is far 

from ensured. 

Jeffrey Cohn lives in Maryland 

and last wrote for National Parks 

about another species of the 

Southwest, peccaries. 

Sitting atop a knoll in Canyonlands 
National Park in southeastern Utah, Bill 
Sloan glanced down the steep, rocky hill
side. There, in a wash, stood a dozen big
horn sheep, gazing up at the human 
intruder. As Sloan mused on the big
horns and their remote wilderness, the 
animals quietly disappeared around a 
hillside—only to reappear a half-hour 
later on a ridge above him. Sloan, a wild
life technician at Canyonlands, says the 
normally skittish desert bighorns are 
curious creatures, and if they perceive no 
danger, may want to get a closer look. 

For decades now, wildlife biologists 
and park rangers at Canyonlands and 
other national and state parks in the 
Southwest have taken a closer look at 
desert bighorns. Their efforts have led to 
programs to protect the species and their 
habitat and to restore these magnificent 
animals to places where few or none 
were left. The result has been a gradual
ly increasing bighorn population in 
much of the desert Southwest. Although 
the desert bighorns' continued recovery 
is far from ensured, they now represent 

a "great success story," says Paul Kraus-
man, professor of wildlife sciences at the 
University of Arizona. 

Preservation efforts have been aided 
by the appeal of the creatures themselves, 
because few wild animals capture our 
attention as dramatically as bighorn 
sheep. With their powerful bodies, huge 
horns, and an ability to quickly scale 
steep, rocky slopes and move nimbly 
along treacherous ledges and cliffs, their 
physical presence commands our re
spect. So, too, does their ability to sur
vive and even thrive in dry mountain or 
rocky habitats. And the ritual banging of 
heads and horns by males during rutting 
season sparks the imagination and even 
fuels car ads. 

Scientists once recognized seven sub
species or races of bighorns, but more 
recent DNA analyses and morphologi
cal studies have found few if any differ
ences among them. 

"There is no basis for distinguishing 
most of them," says Rob Roy Ramey, 
an evolutionary biologist and the Den
ver Museum of Nature and Science's 
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curator of zoology. As a result, most sci
entists now recognize three subspecies. 

Rocky Mountain bighorns, the first 
subspecies, range from British Columbia 
and Alberta in Canada south into New 
Mexico and, at one time, east into the 
Dakotas and Nebraska. Desert bighorns, 
the second, occupy mountainous areas 
from southern California to Texas and 
from Utah and Nevada to Sonora and 
the Baja Peninsula in Mexico. They also 
once extended north into Oregon. And 

Preservation efforts have 

been aided by the appeal of 

the creatures themselves, 

because few wild animals 

capture our attention as 

dramatically as bighorn sheep 

Sierra Nevada bighorns, the third, live in 
the mountains of eastern California in or 
adjacent to Yosemite, King's Canyon, 
and Sequoia national parks. Only scat
tered populations of all three remain. 

For their part, desert bighorns are 
slightly smaller and lighter in color and 
have smaller horns than the better-
known Rocky Mountain bighorns. 
Adult males can reach 200 pounds or 
more; females weigh up to 130 pounds. 
Desert bighorns also have a longer lamb
ing season, which is tied to the winter 
rains that generate plant growth to feed 
newborn young. 

Before Columbus' arrival, two million 
wild sheep (including Dall and Stone's 
sheep in Alaska and northwestern Can
ada) were believed to have inhabited 
North America, but more recent esti
mates put the number at about 500,000. 
The settlement of the West in the 19th 
century decimated bighorn sheep popu
lations. Explorers, miners, and settlers 
killed the sheep for food, and trophy 
hunters shot them for their horns. Other 
miners, ranchers, and farmers intro
duced into the area domestic burros, cat
tle, and sheep, which often outcompeted 
bighorns for grazing sites and water 
holes. More important, domestic sheep 
carry diseases, such as some strains of 
Pasteurella pneumonia, that spread easily 
and fatally to bighorns. Even today, little 
or no progress has been made on vac
cines to protect the animals. 

By the 1950s, the number of all wild 
sheep in North America had dipped 

Male bighorns often weigh more than 200 pounds. A female bighorn is prepared for relocation. 
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below 100,000, says Ray Lee, executive 
director of the Foundation for North 
American Wild Sheep. Bighorn sheep 
had "made the transition from relative 
abundance to one of the rarest ungulates 
in North America," Krausman adds. 
Desert bighorns, in particular, were gone 
from Texas and northeastern Mexico and 
later from New Mexico as well. They 
were also eliminated from or reduced to 
remnant populations in southern Utah, 
northern Arizona, Nevada, California, 
and Sonora, Mexico. 

With efforts in a number of 
areas, that situation has happily 
changed. The numerous national 
and state parks and preserves 
throughout the Southwest pro
tect bighorn habitat, while private 
groups have bought out grazing 
allotments from willing sellers, 
thus reducing competition from 
domestic animals. Park officials 
have banned livestock within 
their boundaries and created 
buffer zones between wild and 
domestic sheep. In some places, 
artificial water holes have been 
built to replace natural streams 
and seeps that had dried up or 
been fenced off as a result of 
human activity. In New Mexico 
and, particularly, California, cap-
tive breeding centers have bred 
desert bighorns or taken in sick 
or wounded animals and re
leased them or their offspring 
back to the wild. Hunting big
horns has also been strictly con
trolled. Today, a once-in-a-life-
time hunting permit costs tens 
if not hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, with proceeds devoted 
to bighorn conservation. 

In 1964, when Canyonlands 
National Park was established, a 
remnant herd of 75-100 desert 
bighorns remained within the 
parks boundaries, Sloan says. An 
equal number of bighorns proba
bly lived on adjacent federal and 
state lands, some of which moved 
in and out of Canyonlands de
pending on the season, number 
of human visitors, and availabili-

Beginning in the early 1980s, 

Park Service and Utah wildlife 

biologists began capturing 

desert bighorns at Canyonlands 

and translocating them to 

other parts of the park and 

elsewhere in the state. 

Relocation efforts have helped bighorn numbers rebound. 

Wildlife officials prepare to relocate a desert bighorn. 

ty of food. With careful management, 
the herds in the park as well as on the 
adjacent federal and state lands increased 
to about 600 by 1990. 

Beginning in the early 1980s, Park 
Service and Utah wildlife biologists 
began capturing desert bighorns at Can
yonlands and relocating them to other 
parts of the park and elsewhere in the 
state. In all, nearly 200 bighorns have 
been moved to start new herds in nearby 
Arches and Capitol Reef national parks, 
and to augment a few remaining big

horn sheep in the San Raphael 
Swell, a badlands-like area north
west of Canyonlands. Animals 
have also been relocated from 
Lake Mead National Recreation 
Area to bolster the herds at 
Grand Staircase-Escalante Na
tional Monument and Glen 
Canyon National Recreation 
Area in southern Utah. 

These and other relocations 
have helped desert bighorn num
bers rebound in southern Utah. 
James Karpowitz, the Utah Di
vision of Wildlife Resources' 
bighorn program coordinator, 
estimates there are 800-900 big
horns in the San Raphael Swell, 
now the state's largest herd, and 
550 in Grand Staircase-Escalante 
National Monument. In all, 
Karpowitz thinks Utah now 
holds nearly 3,000 bighorns, up 
from maybe as few as 1,000 in 
1975 and well on the way to the 
stated goal of 3,800 by 2005. 
Smaller gains have been made in 
New Mexico and Texas, where 
bighorns have been reintroduced 
after their extirpation. 

Nevertheless, the desert big
horn story is not one of unmit
igated success. Bighorn num
bers have dropped precipitously 
in some areas in recent years, 
and the animals have disap
peared from others. Even where 
healthy populations still exist, 
wildlife biologists worry that 
human development prevents 
bighorn herds from using all of 
their traditional habitat and 
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individual sheep from moving 
from mountain to mountain, 
thus limiting gene flow between 
populations. 

Indeed, a cyclic decline in pop
ulation in southeastern Utah has 
negated some of the previous 
gains. Canyonlands supports 
about 350 bighorn sheep, with 
separate herds in each of the park's 
districts. Some of the herds have 
suffered losses. In the Needles sec
tion of the park and adjacent lands 
to the south, bighorn numbers 
dropped from 200 to 60. Nobody 
knows why the numbers declined, 
although Craig Hauke, the park's 
natural resources specialist, thinks 
global warming and drought may 
be at least partly to blame. 

Others, however, suspect that 
increased tourism is forcing des
ert bighorns to abandon parts of 
their habitat. The number of vis
itors at Canyonlands alone has 
risen from 282,000 in 1990 to 
401,000 in 2000. Brigham 
Young University wildlife biolo
gist Jerran Flinders would like to 
work with scientists from the 
Bureau of Land Management 
and Utah state agencies on a 
two-year study of whether and 
to what extent bighorn habitat 
use is altered by human activi
ties. The Park Service did its 
own recently published study on 
similar issues. 

Although the bighorns in and 
near Canyonlands are doing fairly 
well, the animals are not faring so 
well in Arizona and California. No 
bighorns have been seen in the Santa 
Catalina Mountains north of Tucson 
since 1998, Krausman says. In fact, the 
only bighorns remaining in the Tucson 
area are 35-50 animals in the Silverbell 
Mountains to the northwest. That herd 
is threatened by copper mining in the 
new Ironwood National Monument. 
Krausman blames the disappearance of 
the Santa Catalina bighorns on several 
factors: housing, road, and shopping 
mall developments built right up to the 
borders of Coronado National Forest; 

Mountain lions prey on the smaller desert bighorns. 

Although the bighorns in 

and near Canyonlands are 

doing fairly well, the 

animals are not faring 

so well in Arizona 

and California. 

increased use of trails by hikers 
and their dogs; and U.S. Forest 
Service policies to put out forest 
fires. Lack of fire encourages the 
growth of woody shrubs and small 
trees, which provide hiding places 
for mountain lions and other 
predators. Bighorns prefer grassy 
areas where they can see long dis
tances. 

Increased human activity along 
with habitat fragmentation and a 
growing mountain lion population 
in southern California may also be 
causing a decline in desert bighorns 
in the San Jacinto, Santa Rosa, and 
Vallecito Mountains. Listed as 
endangered by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service in 1998 at the urg
ing of NPCA and other groups, 
these desert bighorns living in the 
peninsular ranges number about 
400, down from 1,200 in 1979, 
says James De Forge, executive 
director of the Bighorn Institute in 
Palm Desert, California. 

Despite the challenges, gains 
have been made. Twenty bighorns 
were relocated from the San 
Raphael Swell in 2000 to start a 
new herd along the Dolores River 
in southwestern Colorado. Sierra 
Nevada bighorns now total 250, 
up from 100 in 1995. And a Cen
ter for Biological Diversity lawsuit 
forced the Forest Service to desig
nate 850,000 acres of critical habi
tat for desert bighorns in southern 
California. These challenges un
derscore the importance of the 
work by the Park Service and other 
federal agencies in Canyonlands as 

well as other Southwestern parks. 
For his part, the National Park 

Service's Sloan remains confident of 
the desert bighorn's future. "There's 
still a lot of unoccupied bighorn habi
tat in Utah and elsewhere," he says. 
"Our goal is to fill up those areas." 
Sloan points to the San Raphael Swell 
herd as a reservoir for further reloca
tions and proudly states: "Those ani
mals may be a step removed from here, 
but the genes of that herd came from 
Canyonlands." 
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I
f you were standing at the crest of 
a windswept dune at Point Reyes 
National Seashore in California or 
hiking past its rocky outcroppings 
or thick stands of conifers, 

chances are you would not notice that 
this is a heavily altered and fragile land
scape. With a rich variety of birds flying 
overhead and small mammals rustling in 
the brush, you, like most visitors, might 
not believe that the national seashore's 
native biodiversity is threatened. And if 

you had come only to witness the 
seashore's natural wonders, you might 
not realize that the park has a rich 
human history that dates back thou
sands of years or that 35 of its historic 
structures are in poor condition. 

For many years, national park advo
cates have not been able to get their 
hands on this level of information on a 
larger scale, although not for lack of try
ing. Even though much has been said 
about the threats facing the national 
parks, such statements are often based 
on anecdotal evidence and rarely on sci
ence. Consistently inadequate funding 

and staff levels have precluded the 
National Park Service (NPS) from a full-
scale scientific evaluation of the National 
Park System. 

Today, however, NPCA's State of the 
Parks program is poised to educate the 
public about some of the comprehensive 
issues challenging the Park Service and 
to identify some of the agency's priority 
projects by providing scientific assess
ments of national parks across the coun
try. In cooperation with NPS, the Na
tional Trust for Historic Preservation, 
Yale University, and Colorado State 
University, along with other entities, the 

Point Reyes protects 80 miles of natural coastline northwest of San Francisco. 

Sea lions are but one of the many animals that live in the park's rich diversity of habitats. 

State of the Parks program will objec
tively and holistically quantify resource 
conditions and threats in selected 
national park units, with a focus on cul
tural and natural resources and "conser
vation capacity"—how well equipped 
the Park Service is to protect these 
resources. The program will do this by 
incorporating existing data and invento
ries into a user-friendly database created 
specifically for it. (Eventually, a resource 
information center will be established to 
collect the information.) In addition, 
these assessments will serve as the basis 
for recommendations for the future. 

Once park resources have been 
assessed and screened through a scientif
ic, peer-reviewed process, the findings 
will be transmitted to the public, park 
managers, and Congress. The goal is to 
provide information to policy-makers 
and NPS that will help improve condi
tions in the parks. 

So far, four parks have been chosen as 
the first test cases: Point Reyes National 
Seashore, whose assessment was released 
this spring; Adams National Historical 
Park, whose assessment was released last 
October; Rocky Mountain National 
Park, whose assessment will likely be out 
this summer; and Glacier National Park, 
whose assessment should be completed 
later this year. Dozens of additional 
parks are expected to follow within the 
next few years. 

"We don't use numbers very well to 
tell a story about what's happening at a 

park; we talk anecdotally about prob
lems," says Mark Peterson, director of 
the State of the Parks program. "We 
haven't stepped back and looked at the 
big picture. And as we look at more and 
more parks, we can start to get a sense of 
the problems facing the system. We real
ly haven't connected those dots." 

As the program progresses, Peterson 
says, patterns will naturally emerge. 
Eventually, thematic assessments will be 
performed, studying the state of 
California desert parks, for example, or 
Civil War battlefields. 

Point Reyes was chosen to be among 
the first parks studied because of its rich 
diversity of habitats and its relatively 
recent addition to the park system. 
Established 40 years ago, Point Reyes 
National Seashore protects 80 miles of 
natural coastline northwest of San Fran
cisco. The park serves as a sanctuary for 
15 percent of California's native plant 
species, nearly 30 percent of the world's 
marine mammal species, 45 percent of 
North American bird species, and 23 
federally listed endangered and threat
ened species. Cultural resources abound 

Kim O'Connell lives in Arlington, 

Virginia and last wrote for National 

Parks about parks with family ties. 
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all health of the national 
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data on the condition of a 
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resources. The goal is to 

provide information to pofp 

cy-makers and the National 
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Historic lighthouse at Point Reyes. 

here as well, including lighthouses, his
toric structures, and archaeological sites. 
The Nature Conservancy has listed 
Point Reyes and surrounding lands as 
one of the six most biologically signifi
cant areas in the United States. Con
servation International describes Point 
Reyes and other lands within the Central 
California Coast Biosphere Reserve as 
one of the top 25 hotspots—the most 
threatened of all biologically rich terres
trial regions—in the world. 

Yet, the Point Reyes story has been 
one of exploitation, fragmentation, and 
encroachment. "We've had 40 years of 
park stewardship to turn around 200 
years of exploitation," Peterson says. 
"We have a park that is 40 miles from 
San Francisco, gets 2.5 million visitors a 
year, and is a biodiversity hotspot. This 
was not the reason the seashore was set 
aside 40 years ago; back then, they want
ed to protect the national seashore for its 
scenic values. But there is so much more 
to the story." 

Based on scientific research, each State 
of the Parks assessment rates critical 

At Point Reyes, the State of 

the Parks assessment is 

serving as a much-needed 

guidepost for identifying 

stewardship needs. 

resource indicators on a scale of one to 
100, which then point to an overall re
source rating. Point Reyes achieved an 
overall score of 60 for natural resources 
and 62 for cultural resources. But a 
deeper study of each indicator shows 
what a complicated management chal
lenge exists at Point Reyes. The park 
scored a relatively good 78 rating for bio
diversity, for example, but the ten-year 
forecast in this category suggests a down
ward trend because of the presence of 
normative species and changes in the 
natural fire and flooding cycles. Each of 
the 13 indicators chosen for assessment 
includes a ten-year forecast. 

Similarly, protection of historic re
sources garnered a 79 rating, reflecting 
their overall good condition, but man
agement of collections and archival 
materials from historic photographs and 
a herbarium to natural historic speci
mens rated only a 62. The park has 
498,848 objects in its collection, only 
35,291 of which are catalogued. The re
maining items, most of which are 
recently acquired, are still being pro
cessed. The backlog increased consider
ably in 1997, when the Park Service 
acquired historic RCA receiving and 
transmitting stations from recording 
company MCI. 

At Point Reyes, the State of the Parks 
assessment is serving as a much-needed 
guidepost for identifying stewardship 
needs. The assessment's recommenda
tions include completing inventories of 
the marine species, as well as a com
prehensive study of archaeological re
sources. "The assessment consolidated 
a lot of our thinking about the status 
of the resource," says Point Reyes Sup
erintendent Don Neubacher. "It is 
good to take a few breaths, review your 

status, and have that foundation to 
move forward. Then you can target 
your priorities." 

At Adams National Historical Park in 
Quincy, Massachusetts, progress has 
already been made on a couple of fronts 
since its assessment was released last fall. 
The park preserves the birthplace and 
estate of two U.S. presidents—John 
Adams and John Quincy Adams—as 
well as other historic structures. Yet the 
assessment found that the park's collec
tions and archives will likely deteriorate 
over the next decade if current manage
ment practices continue and funding 
remains static. The park received a 72 rat
ing for cultural resources and a 64 rating 
for natural resources. Although visitation 
is soaring, a leased commercial storefront, 
some distance from the historic sites, 
serves as the visitor center, and more than 
22,000 archival items are uncatalogued. 

However, Fleet Bank has now offered 
to sell a historic building to the Park 
Service for use as a visitor center. And 
the Park Service has allocated $200,000 
toward curatorial activities at the park. 
But perhaps most important, the assess
ment has shed light on threats in a way 
that might never have happened other
wise. "Outside of any budgeting process 
or compliance process, there is now this 
in-depth discussion about the parks' 
needs in a very integrated and holistic 
way," says Eileen Woodford, NPCA's 
Northeast regional director. 

Farther west, the draft State of the 
Park assessments at Rocky Mountain 
and Glacier national parks are showing 
that they face similar threats from inva
sive species and external pressures. 

Iris are among flowers found at the park. 
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Rocky Mountain's most obvious threats 
are soaring visitation and the destruction 
of native vegetation by elk and wildfires. 
At Glacier, a nonnative disease is 
threatening to decimate the park's 
white bark pine population. Global 
warming is also causing the park's sig
nature glaciers to disappear. When the 
park was established in 1910, it had 
about 175 glaciers; today it has only 54. 
Finally, although Glacier is part of the 
Glacier-Waterton International Peace 
Park, the United States and Canada 
could do more to manage their com
mon resources holistically. 

"The park's not an island, so we're 
focusing on the larger ecosystem, which 
will help maintain the overall integrity of 
wildlife, fish, and water quality," says 
Steve Thompson, NPCA's Glacier field 

Point Reyes is a refuge for common murres. 

representative. "It's highly dependent on 
what happens outside the park's borders." 

Underlying the problem at all these 
parks is the lack of funding to hire staff 
and adequately protect park resources. 
"Lack of funding is manifested in 
resource health in several ways," Peter
son says. "We see it in invasive species on 
the loose, we see it in terms of natural 
processes that have been altered, and we 
find cultural resources that are forced 
lower down on the priority list." 

Another challenge will be to perform 
follow-up assessments in the years ahead. 
The State of the Parks program is de
signed to evaluate information as it cur
rently exists. Only recently has the Park 
Service begun to systematically collect 
scientific information, a labor-intensive 
and time-consuming process. Some of 
this work is made possible through the 
congressionally funded Natural Re
source Challenge—a science-based re
search program. 

"If you want trend data, you need to 
collect information for ten to 20 years," 
says Don Neubacher. "For example, the 
coho salmon has a three-year cycle. We 
need the long-term data sets to conduct 
science-based management. The chal
lenge is providing us with the financial 
aid and staffing and methodology to 
attract researchers into the park." 

The State of the Parks program has 
already proven to be an important tool in 

Axis deer, shown here in its native India, 
were introduced to the park in the 1940s. 

pointing out the necessity of a methodi
cal approach to park science. "This pro
gram will hopefully shine a light on the 
potential promise and the potential pit
falls of these parks," says Courtney Cuff, 
NPCA's Pacific regional director. "If we 
are able to invest more dollars efficiently 
and effectively, we can find out even 
more. We hope the federal government 
recognizes the opportunities to make a 
positive difference for the future." 

THREE-PRONGED APPROACH 

NPCA's State of the Parks program is just one piece of an ambitious three-part plan that combines good science with good business 
and advocacy to preserve the national parks. In the same way that the State of the Parks program examines baseline scientific 

data about the resources of the National Park System, the pioneering National Parks Business Plan Initiative (BPI), begun four years 
ago by NPCAandthe National Park Service, revealed just how deeply the decades of funding shortfalls had eroded the National Park 
Service's capacity to protect the parks. 

NPCA's analysis of the collected results has shown that, on average, each participating national park receives 32 percent less 
funding than the amount needed. BPI is also identifying ways of improving management efficiencies in the parks and of garnering finan
cial support from sources other than Congress. 

For more than two decades, national parks have not received the support they deserve, creating a nearly $5 billion backlog that 
has delayed natural and cultural resource protection projects, stalled restoration and infrastructure repair programs, and put on hold 
efforts to update and improve educational displays. 

To address the backlog and the diverse needs of the National Park System, NPCA and a coalition of other groups launched the 
Americans for National Parks campaign. The campaign seeks to secure full funding for the park system within the next five years and 
aims to educate the public and key decision-makers about the importance of allocating money to support park conservation, resource 
protection, and visitor education—including $600 million of annual, recurring needs. 
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The dull roar of progress 

whelming the ambient 

sounds of nature in the 

parks and harming wildlife 

in the process. The Park 

Service and environmental 

groups are working to restore 

the soundscape, as important 

to an ecosystem—and 

as clean air and water. 
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By Brian Lavendel 

I n Biscayne National Park just off 
the coast of Southern Florida lies 
Elliott Key, a seven-mile long tan
gle of sea grape, West Indian 

mahogany, and gumbo-limbo. Prac
tically deserted, the island is inhabited by 
several species of birds and rodents, a 
gang of curious raccoons, and an occa
sional park ranger. 

Visitors to the island are likely to see 
pelicans dive-bombing a school of mul
let, an osprey peering from a snag near 
the rocky shoreline, or a parrotfish glid
ing along in the clear water offshore. 

All in all, the island would appear to 
be a good candidate for escaping the 
"hustle and bustle," as Doug Hamilton 
puts it. Hamilton went camping on the 
island recently with a friend. "Looking 
to get away from the crowds," he says. 

Unfortunately for Hamilton and 
other park visitors, one can't escape civi
lization on Elliott Key—the noise of 
progress has invaded the park. Hamil
ton's idyllic island stay was intruded 
upon by the low rumble of a power gen
erator and the steady hum of an air con
ditioner. During the day, motorboats 
droned in and out of the small harbor. 
The racket, he says, was enough to 
drown out the soft sound of crickets 
chirping, waves lapping against the 
shore, or the whisper of palm fronds in 
the sea breeze. 

Hamilton is not alone in having his 
natural peace disturbed by the sounds of 
civilization. In recent years, visitors to 
Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, and Rocky 
Mountain national parks have been con
fronted by the noise of air tour flyovers, 
jet-powered boats, snowmobiles, and the 
steady hum of tourist traffic. You name 
the noisemaker—chances are the sound 
of it is invading our national parks. 

Brian Lavendel, Ph.D., is a 

freelance environmental journalist 

based in Madison, Wisconsin. 

Biscayne National Park's serenity has been invaded by an unwelcomed dissonance. 

The dull roar has grown to the point 
that officials with the National Park 
Service are worried. Park officials consid
er the soundscape crucial to theit stated 
mission, set down in 1916 as part of the 
National Organic Act, calling for parks 
to be kept "unimpaired for the enjoy
ment of future generations." They say 
the cacophony is overwhelming the 
ambient sounds of nature—spoiling the 
natural sound experience for visitors and 
perhaps harming wildlife in the process. 

When it comes to the sounds of nature, 
no one knows them better than Bernie 
Krause, who has spent much of his life 
recording natural "soundscapes" on high-
fidelity, digital recotding equipment. 

"When I first started, I could record 
for 15 hours and get one hour of usable 
material. Now it takes me 2,000 hours 
to record one hour [without human-
made sounds]," says Krause, who has 
produced 50 environmental albums and 
creates sound exhibits for zoos and 
museums. In one famous incident in 
1985, Krause played a recording to lure 
a stranded humpback whale back down 
the Sacramento Delta to the ocean. 

You name the noisemaker— 

chances are the sound of it is 

invading our national parks. 

Bernie Krause works to get natural sound. 
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"Fully 25 percent of my 

North American library is 

from extinct habitats," 

estimates Krause. "That 

soundscape is gone, only 

33 years Utter." 

Where does Krause turn to find solace 
from a noisy world? "Parks are the only 
places in the country where it is possible 
to show people what the world can real
ly be in terms of pristine quiet," he says. 

Lots of people share Krause's senti
ment. Asked how important national 
parks are as places to experience natur
al peace and the sounds of nature, 72 
percent of those who responded to a 
national survey conducted in 1998 by 
Colorado State University rated parks 
"very important." 

Now, however, Krause is having 
trouble finding the natural quiet he 
needs for recording sessions. What is 
more, some of the soundscapes he 
seeks no longer exist. "Fully 25 per
cent of my North American library is 
from extinct habitats," estimates 
Krause. "That soundscape is gone, 
only 33 years later." 

The deterioration in the natural 
soundscape is a serious concern, says 
Krause, because it may be an indica
tion of general ecosystem decline. 
When the soundscape is damaged, the 
ecosystem too suffers, he explains. He 
calls the natural soundscape a "bio-
phony," in which creatures in a given 
habitat use sounds to mark territory, 
find mates, or communicate danger. 
When creatures can't communicate, 
their ecosystem is disrupted. 

Krause cites the example of the threat
ened Western spadefoot toad, which can 
be found in California's Mono lake 
basin. "When a jet plane flew over, it dis
turbed the cycle of vocalization," he 
explains. The disruption silenced most 
of the toads, but a few continued 
singing. The opening in the soundscape 
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provided a chance for coyotes and owls 
to move in and pinpoint the creatures' 
locations—leading to predation. "Its a 
matter of life and death," explains 
Krause. "They're not going to live if they 
can't be heard." 

Marv Jensen, manager of the sound-
scapes program center for the National 
Park Service, agrees. "I believe we're 
going to find that there are quite a lot 
more impacts and adverse effects on 
wildlife from sound intrusions on natur
al systems than we realize," he says. 

Soundscapes are "one of the resources 
parks need to protect and preserve," 
emphasizes Steve Bosak, director of 
motorized use programs for NPCA. 
"Being able to hear warblers when 
they're migrating, wind rushing through 
trees, water trickling in a stream—all of 
that is part of the experience of visiting a 
national park," he says. "Most city 
dwellers don't get to experience that on a 
daily basis." 

Bosak realizes that it won't be possible 
to draw a bubble of silence around the 
parks, but he'd like to see the parks 
address the loss of soundscapes. "We'd 
like to see the Park Service take a more 
active role in educating people about 
what they should be listening for in the 
park," he says, "and about the challenges 
the Park Service has in keeping those 
sound environments pure." Raising peo
ple's awareness and educating visitors 
about the harmful effects of noise, he 
believes, will be the first step in turning 
down the volume. 

Back at Biscayne National Park, offi
cials are doing just that. When state 
authorities tried to turn Homestead Air 
Reserve Base—located just two miles 
away—into a major commercial airport, 
park staff grew concerned that the noise 
would overwhelm the park's natural 
ambient sounds. 

Although that development is no 
longer going forward, thanks in part to 
grassroots opposition from NPCA 
members, it sparked a plan by park offi
cials to proactively protect Biscayne's 
soundscape. They began by encouraging 
visitors to pay close attention to the nat
ural soundscape and their own impact 
on it. "Find a place to appreciate natural 

sounds on your visit and try to 
understand how your presence 
affects natural sound environ
ments," reads a park brochure. 

Now the park is gearing up 
to incorporate a soundscape 
management plan into its gen
eral plan. The plan will be 
ready for public comment this 
summer and put in place in 
the next 12-18 months, ac
cording to Assistant Super
intendent Monica Mayr. 

The soundscape manage
ment plan acknowledges that 
in some areas of the park, such 
as the visitor service area, 
human-made sounds will 
"supplant the sights and 
sounds of nature." But in other 
locations, the plan calls for nat
ural sounds to prevail. NPCA's 
Mary Munson, director of 
South Florida and marine 
programs, welcomes this 
approach. 

"We had great success stopping the 
Homestead airport last year, but we can
not keep fighting these problems incre
mentally," she says. "A plan will ensure 
that natural sound—and the serenity 
and contemplation it inspires—becomes 
permanently protected." 

Soon, other national parks may fol
low. Park Service soundscape manager 
Jensen predicts that we will develop 
the technology as well as the political 
will to protect our park soundscapes. 
He says personal watercraft and air
craft will be made quieter and some 
portions of parks will be set aside for 
"natural quiet." 

Soundscape aficionado Bemie Krause 
hopes park managers take the necessary 
steps to protect soundscapes before it's 
too late. Soundscapes, says Krause, are 
as important to an ecosystem—and to 
our own well-being—as clean air and 
water. "We are beginning to understand 
late in the game that unimpeded natur
al soundscapes are a resource critical to 
our enjoyment and awareness of the 
natural wild.... Without them, a funda
mental piece of the fabric of life will be 
sadly compromised." 

The National Park Service offers 

the following tips to reduce visi

tor noise and enhance the sound 

quality of parks: 

• Be aware of campground quiet 

hours noted in park informa

tion. Keep voices low and vehi

cle engines turned off in the 

parking lots. 

• Be considerate of other park vis

itors when talking, starting vehi

cle engines, idling engines, or 

using audio devices. 

• Remember that human-made 

sounds can disrupt wildlife be

havior, especially in biologically 

sensitive areas. Speak softly 

and turn off vehicle engines 

when observing wildlife. 

• Use alternative transportation 

such as park shuttles, bicycles, 

or walking whenever possible. 
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A TOUR 
THROUGH TIME 

A sampling of the historical parks along the 900-mile 

Grand Circle Tour provides an excellent introduction to 

the history of American Indian cultures. 

By William A. Updike 

I n an area of the United States 
famous for its geological and bio
logical diversity, another tale of 
diversity is told—the multifac-

eted history of American Indians in 
the Southwest. Indeed, there are as 
many stories about the early inhabi
tants of this country as there are colors 
in the sheer rock walls of the Grand 
Canyon. 

The history of American Indians 
has often fallen prey to oversimplifica
tion. Representations of American 
Indians as scalp hunters or "noble sav
ages" have dominated and hidden the 
multihued history of native people. 
The Park Service is attempting to 
debunk the mythology surrounding 
American Indians and show, first-hand, 
the variegated and wondrous cultures 
that existed and still exist in the 
Southwest and elsewhere. 

The historical parks along the 900-
mile Grand Circle Tour provide an 
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member of National Parks and is 
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excellent jumping-oft point for the seri
ous or casual student of history. This 
tour, reported to include the highest 
concentration of national parks any
where in the world, includes 14 man
aged by the National Park Service. 
Those featured here provide a taste of 
the tiches to be found. 

Navajo National Monument 
According to the Park Service, Navajo 
National Monument is one of the best 
understood of the American Indian sites, 
which makes it a great place to begin 
yout historical journey. It is also a good 
place to learn about the diverse and 
complicated past of native habitation in 

the region. Although the park is 
named after the Navajo, they are not 
the direct descendants of the ancient 
people who built the park's well-pre
served cliff dwellings. The Navajo 
are descendants of the ancient 
Athabaskan people and moved into 
the area after emigrating from north-
ern Canada in the late 1500s. 

The monument sits in red rock 
canyon country, and its cliff dwellings 
and the scenery surrounding them are 
astonishing. More than 700 years 
ago, ancient farmers moved from flat-
lands in the area into the canyons. As 
with much of the story of American 
Indians in the region, the exact moti
vation remains a mystery. It may have 
been a combination of the depletion 
of natural resources, the search for 

protection from the elements, and war-
fate with other cultures. 

The visitor center for the park sits 
near the Betatakin (Navajo meaning 
"ledge house") site, which can be viewed 
by taking a one-mile round-trip trail to 
an overlook. Tours to the ruin are offered 
from May through September. A second 
cliff dwelling, Keet Seel (from an altered 
Navajo word meaning "many broken 
pieces of pottery shard"), is accessible via 
a strenuous 8.5-mile trail that takes a 
full day to hike. To hike here, visitors 
must make reservations at least two 
months in advance. Tours are available 
from Memorial Day through Labor 
Day weekends. 
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Cliff dwellings at Canyon de Chelly. 

The park has a campground available 
on a first-come, first-served basis. Add
itional accommodations can be found in 
nearby Kayenta. For more information 
about the park, call 928-672-2700, or 
go to www.nps.gov/nava. 

Mesa Verde National Park 
Perhaps the most famous of all the his
torical sites on the Grand Circle, Mesa 
Verde National Park is named for the 
beautiful green mesa that rises above 
the surrounding high desert. The Park 
Service has done an excellent job of 
charting the long history of habitation 
at Mesa Verde. On the Mesa Top Loop 
Drive, visitors can learn about the pro
gression of ancient Pucbloan architec
ture from the pithouses and above-
ground dwellings of the Bas-
ketmaker Period—named for the 
ancient settlers who first moved 
from hunting and gathering to 
firming and learned the craft of 
basketmaking—to the cliff dwell
ings and advanced architecture and 
artistry of the Pueblo Period. 

Through Park Service excava
tions, visitors can trace the devel
opment of the religious kivas. The 
most important site for religious 
observations, kivas developed into 
round structures built deep below Examples of Puebloan architecture at Mesa Verde. 

the courtyards. The sites include a fire 
pit, ventilator shaft with an air deflector 
for fresh air, benches for sitting, and a 
sipapu, a small hole dug into the middle. 
Ancient Puebloans believed that their 
ancestors had come from another world, 
and the sipapu represents the original 
hole through which they entered. 

The loop drive provides views of the 
iconic Cliff Palace dwelling. During the 
spring, summer, and fall, visitors can also 
travel the Cliff Palace Loop, which pro
vides access via a .75-mile hike to an 
overlook of the impressive Balcony 
House site. Also available in those seasons 
is the Wetherill Mesa road, from which 
visitors can view the Step House and 
Long House dwellings and other sites. 

Services and accommodations are 

available in nearby Cortez. Inside the 
park, a campground is available from 
mid-April to mid-October on a first-
come, first-served basis, and a lodge is 
also available seasonally. Call 800-449-
2288 for more information about the 
campground and the lodge. For more 
information about the park, call 970-
529-4465, or go to www.nps.gov/meve. 

Canyon de Chelly National 
Monument 

Evidence of continual habitation for 
thousands of years makes Canyon de 
Chelly (pronounced SHAY) National 
Monument a great place to learn about 
the ancestral Puebloan sites. The park's 
dwellings rest within a backdrop of 
astonishing red rock canyon walls that 
range from 30 feet at the park entrance 
to more than 1,000 feet elsewhere. 

The Navajo arrived in the area about 
300 years ago after the Hopi, the mod
ern-day ancestors of the ancient Pueb
loans, had mostly migrated from the area 
because of drought, disease, conflict, and 
possibly the allure of religious ideas from 
the southern Puebloans. 

Early conflicts between the Navajo 
and nonnative settlers continued after the 
United States took control of the South
west from Mexico in the middle 1800s. 
In 1863, Colonel Kit Carson began a 
"scorched earth campaign," destroying 
livestock, homes, and crops. The Navajo 
retreated into Canyon de Chelly, but 
were eventually defeated and forced to 
travel 300 miles to Bosque Redondo, 
New Mexico. More than 9,000 Navajos 
surrendered, but only 4,000 survived the 
journey and internment at Bosque 
Redondo before the last peace treaty 

between the Navajo and the 
United States was signed on June 
1, 1868, allowing them to return 
to their homeland. 

Today, park visitors can join 
tours led by direct descendants of 
the ancient Navajo. Those unable 
to take a guided tour are permitted 
to hike the fairly arduous 2.5-mile 
round-trip trail to the White 
House, a spectacular example of 
an early ancestral Puebloan cliff 
dwelling named for a long wall 
covered in white plaster. Visitors 
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Pictographs offer evidence of habitation. 

can also take the north and south rim 
drives to view the scenery and cliff 
dwellings in the canyon. 

Services and accommodations can be 
found in nearby Chinle, Arizona. Both 
theThunderbird Lodge (800-679-2473, 
www.tbirdlodge.com, located within the 
park) and a Holiday Inn (800-HOL-
IDAY, www.holiday-inn.com, on the 
park's border) incorporate remnants of 
historic trading posts from the early 
1900s. A first-come, first-served camp
ground within the park is available free of 
charge. For more information about the 
park, call 928-674-5500, or go to 
www.nps.gov/cach. 

Grand Canyon National Park 
No visit to the area would be complete 
without a stop at the Grand Canyon. 
The park's famous multicolored tower
ing cliffs and deep canyons retain the 
power to amaze even the most jaded 
traveler. 

As with other parks along the Grand 
Circle Tour, extensive evidence of Amer
ican Indian habitation exists in and near 
the Grand Canyon, dating back at least 
8,000 to 10,000 years. Archaeologists 
have found pictographs in the canyon as 
well as animal effigies made from willow 
or cottonwood twigs that date from 
3,000 to 4,000 years ago. 

The Grand Canyon is an important 

continued 

site to many American Indian tribes. 
Most tribes of the Puebloan culture, 

including the Hopi and Zuni, believe 
they lived in three previous worlds before 
emerging into this one at a point within 
the Grand Canyon. Other nations, in
cluding the Hualapai, Havasupai, South
ern Paiute, and Navajo, live on reserva
tions that either border or are very near to 
the national park and consider the 
canyon a sacred place. 

Opportunities for recreation in the 
park are nearly limitless. To avoid 
crowds, the best times to visit are in the 
fall or spring, although some weeks in 
spring, when schools are on break, can 
be just as busy as the summer months. If 
you don't mind colder temperatures, the 
winter is also a good time, although the 
North Rim is closed. 

On the South Rim, visitors can hike 
the Rim Trail from Kaibab Trailhead 
west to Hermits Rest, a distance of 13 to 
14 miles. Many portions of the trail are 
near park roads and can be reached by 
private vehicle or free shuttle bus. Ex
plore the Tusayan site located near Des
ert View Drive near the East Entrance. 
The Bright Angel Trail, 9.3 miles one 
way, leads visitors to Phantom Ranch in 
the bottom of the canyon. Nearby is the 
Bright Angel site, which should not be 
missed. Most hikers take at least two 
days to go to Phantom Ranch and re

turn. A backcountry permit is required 
for all overnight stays away from devel
oped areas. 

On the North Rim, generally the 
less crowded of the two rims, consider 
the following trails: Widforss, 9.8 
miles round-trip; the Ken Patrick, ten 
miles one way to Point Imperial; and 
the Uncle Jim, five miles round-trip. 
The Walhalla Glades site is located 
along the road to Cape Royal. Back
packing adventures into the core of the 
park are plentiful and varied; ask a 
park ranger at one of the visitor cen
ters for suggestions. 

Reservations for camping are required 
from April through November (800-
365-2267, www.reservations.nps.gov). 
Contact the Chambers of Commerce for 
accommodations and services in nearby 
Williams (www.thegrandcanyon.com, 
928-635-4061) and Flagstaff (www. 
flagstaff chamber.com, 928-774-4505). 
For information on lodging in Tusayan 
near the South Rim, Jacob Lake near the 
North Rim, and other lodging options, 
go to www.kaibab.org. 

In addition, the Grand Canyon has 
a number of beautiful historic lodges 
(www.grandcanyonlodges.com, 303-
297-2757) which range from the rustic 
to the luxurious. For more information 
about the park, call 928-638-7888, or 
go to www.nps.gov/grca. <P 

One of the spectacular views at Grand Canyon. 
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Man's Best Friend 

Shown smaller 
than actual size 
of approximately 
6" high 

Faithful Companion 

Crafted of sparkling crystalline 

finely sculpted and intricately 
detailed 

Accompanied by a numbered 
Certificate of Authenticity 

A Tribute to the Labrador Retriever—America's Faithful Companion 
Renowned for his keen intelligence 

and ability as a first-class retriever, the 
gentle Labrador feels as much at home 
in the great outdoors as he does curled 
up in front of a cozy fireplace. But the 
loyal Lab is much more than a 
sportsman's steadfast companion, 
he is a devoted family member and 
faithful friend. 

With a proud and noble heritage, it's 
easy to see how this much beloved 
breed has earned its honored place as 
the #1 dog in America. Now The 
Hamilton Collection pays tribute to the 
valiant Labrador Retriever with 
"Faithful Companion," a stunning 

col lcctiblrstodav.com 
Horn* of Th. Hamilton Collodion and All Thinga Colladiblo 

portrait of man's best friend in 
sparkling crystalline. 

Available exclusively from Hamilton, 
this magnificent presentation captures 
the Labrador Retriever's majestic 
beauty and nature's awe-inspiring 
splendor like never before. From the 
intricate sculpturing of his noble visage 
to the warm, rich hues of the artist's 
palette, every splendid detail brings this 
loving tribute brilliantly to life! 

"Faithful Companion" is issued in a 
strictly limited edition and includes a 
numbered Certificate of Authenticity. 
Our 365-Day Guarantee assures your 
complete satisfaction. So. celebrate 
your love for man's best friend, and 
order today! canenc. wm&*namtd. 

The HamiltonCoUecnon 
9204 Center For The Arts Drive, Niles, IL 60714-1300 

Please Respond Promptly 
Please accept my order for "Faithful Companion" for 
the issue price of $39.95*. I need send no money now. 
I will be billed with shipment. Limit: One per collector. 

Signature 

MsTMrsTMr.. 

Address 

City_ 

State . Zip_ 

Telephone ( ) 
86721-E26301 

\ilil S4.99 for shipping and handling. Deliveries to II and IL will be 
billed appropriate sales tax. All orders must be signed and are subject to 
credit approval. Edition limited to 295 casting days. 
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A I ree 's Tr ibulat ions 
Rats and other nonnative creatures imperil the existence of the Hibiscadelphus 

giffardianus in the state most plagued by endangered species. 

B Y J E N E L L T A L L E Y 

jT 
enrion Hawaii and 
one conjures up im
ages of luaus, flat-

tummied hula dancers in grass 
skirts, beautiful beaches, clear 
blue water, and palm trees sway
ing in the wind. But there's anoth
er image not so striking: Hibisca
delphus giffardianus, a tree species 
not nearly as plentiful as the palm, 
facing the threat of extinction. 

Hibiscadelphus giffardianus, also 
called hau kuahiwi, is endemic to 
Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. 
The species was first described in 
1911 by Austrian botanist Joseph 
Rock. Before the original tree died in 
1930, cuttings were collected and at least 
one tree was propagated on land adja
cent to what is now Hawaii Volcanoes. 
This tree died in 1940, but one cutting 
remained, keeping the species alive. The 
plant survived in cultivation and was re
planted in the park in the 1950s. The 
species has been reduced to a single tree 
at least three times. Each tree is derived 
from the 1911 original. 

H. giffardianus is one of seven 
Hibiscadelphus species, each endangered 
or extinct. Only ten adult trees remain in 
Hawaii Volcanoes, each at least 40 years 
old, and only 11 young plants survived 
plantings that occurred in 1995 and 
1997. The trees look much like a large 
hibiscus, not surprising since Hibis
cadelphus means "brother of hibiscus." 
They typically grow 30 to 50 feet tall 
and have multiple trunks. The tree has 

JENELL TALLEY is publications coordinator. 

Though produced mostly during the spring 
and summer, some flowers linger year round. 

rounded leaves that are large and rough. 
During the spring and summer, dull 
maroon flowers cover the tree. The curv
ing flowers are narrow, reaching two to 
three inches in length. The tree produces 
yellowish-green secdpods, or dry fruit, 
about an inch long, most commonly 
during the summer and fall. 

The Kamehameha butterfly has been 
observed feeding on the trees' flowers, 
and native birds were once known to 
feast on the nectar, though this is seldom 
seen today. Alien insects, such as the 
two-spotted leafhopper and the Japanese 
rose beetle, feed on the leaves. The 
insects may be contributing to the trees' 
demise, but rats are a bigger culprit, says 
Thomas Belfield, a rare and endangered 
species propagation specialist at Hawaii 
Volcanoes. "Rats are the biggest threat 
facing the trees," Belfield says. "Rats eat 
seeds and girdle branches." For H. gif
fardianus, which propagates from its 
seeds, this causes a serious problem. In 

addition to the threat posed by 
alien species, the trees suffer from 
the loss of a native bird species. 
The long-billed honeycreeper, 
likely the flowers' original pollina
tor, is rare—if present at all—in 
the park. 

Steps are being taken to in
crease the tree population, al
though currently Belfield, Linda 
Pratt, a botanist working for the 
U.S. Geological Survey Pacific 
Islands Ecosystems Research 
Center, and Tim Tunison, chief of 
resources management at Hawaii 
Volcanoes, are the only scientists 

dedicated to the recovery effort. The tree 
has no specific recovery program, but 
Belfield is working on the park's Rare 
Plants Stabilization Project, which began 
last year. The project focuses on examin
ing the status of rare and endangered 
plant species, including the H. giffar
dianus, in four ecological zones in the 
park. Seeds, fruit, and cuttings are col
lected and raised in the park's green
house, then planted in the park. 

More than 200 trees have been plant
ed in the last few years as part of an 
experiment conducted by U.S. Geo
logical Survey researchers to study dam
age caused by rats. Despite these efforts, 
more work remains before the ttees can 
make it off the endangered list. "It is 
unrealistic to imagine that this species 
will ever be delisted unless it goes 
extinct," Pratt says, adding, that reintro
ducing the species to its natural habitat 
and having it be self-sustaining is the 
park's goal. • 
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A s the last rays of sunlight sparkle on the lake and the crisp 
chill of evening settles in, the aroma of woodsmoke and the 

call of the loon welcome a sportsman back from his day's quest. 
Famed artist and outdoorsman Terry Redlin knows this time and 
place well, and has taken us there time and time again with his 
golden images of tranquil northwoods scenes. Now for the first 
time ever, one of his best loved works is showcased on a new 

"canvas" as the premier issue in Terry 
Redlin's Golden Retreats collection of die-
cast truck replicas. 

This authentic 1:25 scale 
replica of a classic 
1947 Studebaker 
pickup truck 
displays "Quiet 
of the Evening", 
one of Terry 

Redlin's favorite outdoor paintings on 

RESERVATION FORM 

I I Y E S ! Please send me the "Quiet of the 
Evening" 1947 Studebaker die-cast replica. 
I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will pay for my 
truck in two monthly installments of $29.95 each, 
the first to be billed just prior to shipment. 
365 Day Guarantee. The Best in the Business. 
' Plus S5.95 for shipping & handling. Illinois residents add 
state sales tax. Please allow 4-6 weeks for shipment. 

both cab * ^ doors. The rich hues of the truck's deep-
gloss finish are accented with the artist's replica signature in a 
gleaming gold tone on the truck's hood. This exclusive edition 
includes a hand-crafted hunting dog, two faithfully detailed 
decoys, and a replica of a classic twin-barreled bird gun and 
case. Rubber tires, chrome finished grille, engraved headlights 
and siderails with a rustic lodge sign complete this die-cast truck. 
This unique truck is hand-crafted 
by Ertl® and accompanied by a | 
certificate of authenticity. Terry i 

Redlin's golden vision of an i 
outdoorsman's woodland 

retreat can be | 
yours. 

Order your 
truck today! 

Exclusive edition only available from 

Hamilton Authenticated 
9202 Center for the Arts Drive • Niles, IL 60714 

collectiblestoday.com 
©2001 The Hadley Collection ©2001 Terry Redlin 
©2001 Racing Champions, Inc. 

The Redlin Art 
Center-a gift to the 

world from Terry 
Redlin, featuring over 
100 of Terry Redlin's 
remarkable wildlife 

paintings is located in 
Watertown, SD. Visit 
the center's web site 

at www.redlinart.com. 

Name 

Address 

City State 

Zip Telephone 
97974-CC2 97974-E26301 

k The first-ever die-cast truck replica featuring 
the timeless artistry of Terry Redlin. 

http://collectiblestoday.com
http://www.redlinart.com
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A Vis ion Susta ined 
Yosemite Valley provides a perfect place to study the National Park Service's 

challenge to maintain a balance between enjoyment and preservation. 

B Y B O B R . O ' B R I E N 

F or anyone who cares about the 
planet's future, sustainability is 
the key. It may have been possi

ble at one time to live off the capital of 
the land, to leave the world a little less 
able to support those who came after
ward. But the planet cannot maintain this 
level of use forever. We have to 
find a sustainable lifestyle to have 
any hope at all for the future. The 
same is true for national parks. 

The basic idea for the parks 
from the beginning was to pre
serve them for the people's enjoy
ment. It became obvious, howev
er, that this was not going to 
work as a stand-alone guide if a 
person's enjoyment consisted of 
breaking off pieces of Yellow
stone's geyser cones for souvenirs. 

As stated in the act establish
ing the National Park System, 
the National Park Service seeks "to con
serve the scenery and the natural and 
historic objects and the wild life therein 
and to provide for the enjoyment of the 
same in such manner and by such means 
as will leave them unimpaired for the 
enjoyment of future generations." The 
problem is that we have gone overboard 
in accommodating the visiting public. 

Early Park Service directors Stephen 
Mather and Horace Albright believed 
any development that would enhance a 
visitor's enjoyment was necessary. With 
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an increase in environmental conscious
ness after the mid-20th century, the pri
mary pressure in park planning has been 
to remove excessive development, but 
closing a road or tearing down a building 
has proven much more difficult than 
building them in the first place. 

DOUGLAS MACGREGOR 

In October 2000,1 attended a hearing 
on the Yosemite Valley Plan in Pasadena, 
California. When I suggested that too 
many people and too many cars crowd
ed into Yosemite Valley during the sum
mer months, I was heartily booed by an 
audience made up largely of RV owners 
and campers. In January, while showing 
slides on Yosemite and talking about the 
plan to a Sietra Club audience, I was 
admonished by a member for support
ing a plan that was too user friendly. This 
is business as usual for the National Park 
Service, which is often forced to walk a 
fine line among various special interests. 

Yosemite Valley seems the perfect 
place to study the Park Service's eternal 
search for balance. With its awe-inspir

ing beauty, its fabulous weather, its per
fect "living space" in a flat-bottomed val
ley with a river flowing through it, 
Yosemite has attracted a seemingly end
less number of people. It has also, thank
fully, attracted more than its share of 
environmentalists fighting the degrada

tion that excessive numbers can 
cause, starting with John Muir. 

Although Yosemite was the 
first federal area set aside for pro
tection in 1864, the early caretak
ers of the valley felt the environ
mental battle had been won by 
protecting it from commercial 
exploitation, and just about any
thing was allowed. Eventually 
firming in the valley was elimi
nated, and no new hotels were 
being built, but by the late 
1960s, the unofficial motto 
"parks are for people" was in full 

swing. Many protested against tourist 
overuse, but not until 1970 was a strong 
attempt made to curb that overuse. 

The first time I saw Yosemite Valley in 
1947, I was blinded by its beauty and 
couldn't wait to return. Just 20 years 
later, the valley had become "Yosemite 
City." As former Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt put it years later: "the area is 
equivalent in size to Central Park in New 
York City but with more roads, more 
automobiles, and more development." 
Over a thousand buildings stood in the 
valley, the campgrounds contained wall-
to-wall tents, and visitors without "sites" 
slept in their cars or in the meadows. 
There was crime and smog. It ended, 
appropriately enough, with a riot in the 
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heart of Yosemite Valley on July 4, 1970, 
when a motorcycle club's members tried 
to set up camp in Stoneman's Meadow 
and the Patk Service tried to remove 
them. The Park Service admitted that 
use in the valley had a limit and would 
spend the next three decades trying to 
restore Yosemite's natural environment. 

Initially the restoration went smoothly. 
The Park Service established a fixed 
number of campsites and stopped over
flow camping. It closed roads and initiat
ed a shuttle bus system. It stopped the 
firefall (a nightly event during which hot 
coals were pushed over the cliff at Glacier 
Point) and closed the golf course in the 
valley, all with little protest. 

By 1980, a general plan had been cre
ated that would remove most of the auto 
traffic in the park and reduce the num
ber of buildings. Implementation of the 
1980 General Management Plan almost 
came to a halt, however, under Interior 
Secretary James Watt, who served under 
President Reagan in the 1980s and shift
ed the agency's focus from resource pro
tection to visitor enhancement. 

Then came the flood. On January 1, 
1997, a freak winter storm flooded 

Yosemite Valley. By the time it receded 
two days latet, the flood had caused 
$176 million worth of damage to high
ways, sewer systems, campgrounds, and 
housing. Reeling from the damage, the 
Park Service nevertheless saw an oppor
tunity to accomplish long-sought goals, 
especially when money to fix the damage 
was appropriated by Congress. Much of 
the infrastructure of the valley, located in 
the floodplains or rockslide areas, would 
be relocated or simply removed from 
these areas. The Park Service started to 
create the Yosemite Valley Imple
mentation Plan. 

The key point in the plan was the 
restoration of some 200 acres between 
Camp Curry and Yosemite Village. 
These two campgrounds and part of a 
third one, all of which were washed away 
in the flood, would not be reopened, 
and roads through two of the meadows 
would be closed. This caused an uproar 
from campers and helped lead to two 
more planning efforts: the Merced River 
and the Yosemite Valley plans. 

The final version of the Yosemite 
Valley Plan was completed by November 
2000, and the "record of decision" was 

signed December 29, ending the plan
ning process. The "new" plan added 
some campsites (including more walk-in 
sites) and retained some parking in the 
central areas while removing a contro
versial new parking area near El Capitan. 
It restored the central area between Yo
semite Village and Camp Curry, 
required many visitors to use shuttle 
buses during the most crowded part of 
the season, and converted the northside 
road into a bicycling and walking path. 

Opposition still exists. Many would 
like to see the campgrounds rebuilt in the 
floodplain, no roads closed, and a con
stantly rising visitation. The plan's full 
implementation will depend on people 
continuing to push for it, supporting 
environmentally conscious candidates for 
office, and ensuring good financial sup
port for all parks. If so, visitors may not 
find the Yosemite Valley of the future 
quite as "convenient" as in the past, but 
the valley they do find should represent 
what national parks are all about: one of 
the most beautiful places in the world 
cared for so lovingly that future genera
tions can expect to see it in its exquisite 
natural perfection, forever. JP 

Protect parks while 
increasing your income! 

With an annuity gift to NPCA, you will help 
safeguard our precious parks for future generations 
while enjoying reliable income and tax savings! 

• Receive guaranteed fixed payments for your lifetime 

• Reduce your Capital Gains and Income taxes 

• Help NPCA protect the national parks 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
1300 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

giftplanning@npca.org • www.npca.org 

Please send information on Charitable Gift Annuities to: 

Name 

CURRENT ANNUITY PAYOUT RATES: 

Age 70 75 80 85 

Rate 7.2% 7.9% 8.9% 10.4% 

Address 

City . State _ .Zip. 

To receive a personalized illustration, please provide your birthdate(s): 

1. 2. 

For information, call toll-free 1-877-468-5775 i I would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 
I/A02 
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Y O U A R E H E R E 

In the Thick of Things 
A combination of gulf coastal plains, eastern hardwood forests, and Midwest prairies, 

this preserve was established to protect its complex biological diversity. 

his park boasts 85 tree species, nearly 1,000 flowering plant species, including 

k four of North America's five insect-eating plants, more than 180 types of birds, 
and an array of reptile species, including a small, rarely seen population of alli

gators. The park attributes its ecological diversity to a convergence of ecosystems that 
took place during the last Ice Age. Spotting a yellow-billed cuckoo, a green tree frog, 
flowering dogwood, and a bobcat can be all in a day's exploring at this 97,000-acre 
park. Have you visited this park? Do you know which one it is? [ANSWER ON PAGE 6.] 
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Here today... 

But what about tomorrow? While millions of Americans 
are enjoying the wonders of our national parks each 
year, a lack of adequate funding is threatening the future 
of the very things they're coming to see. 

For example, although the Mexican black bear 
population has been slowly recovering at Big Bend 
National Park, insufficient funding threatens their 
ongoing survival. 

Americans for National Parks is securing the necessary 
funds and resources our national parks need, this year— 
and every year. To find out how you can help, 
call 1-800-NAT-PARK (628-7275). 

AMERICANS FOR 
NATIONAL PARKS 

Because there's just too much to lose. 

1300 19th Street, N.W., Suite 300 • Washington, D.C. 20036 • 1-800-NAT-PARK (628-7275) 
www.americansfornationalparks.org 

http://www.americansfornationalparks.org


Announcing the National Collector '$ Mint tribute to the... 

RAREST U.S. GOV'T 
"CC" MORGAN SILVER 

DOLLAR 

100 Mil Pure Silver Proof for only $995 

WASHINGTON. D.C. Corp. ID Center, 
Tuesday, 8:55 AM — Today history is 
being made! The National Collector's 
Mint announces the limited advance 
release of 2,250 1889 "CC" Morgan 
Silver Proofs heralding America's rarest 
"CC" Morgan Silver Dollar, which was 
minted in Carson City, Nevada in 1889 
and was struck with the famous "CC" 
mint mark. 

Carson City Morgan Silver Dollars 
were minted from 1878 to 1885 and from 
1889 to 1893. Less than 14 million were 
minted. Compare that to the 270.2 mil
lion Morgans melted by the government 
during World War I. Plus, an additional 
50 million silver dollars were melted 
down during WWII. And how about the 
many millions more lost to the silver 
profiteers every time there's been a run 
up in silver prices? That's why the value 
of any surviving Morgans and especially 
those minted at Carson City has 
increased dramatically. In fact, a rare 
1889 Carson City Morgan recently sold 
for S529,0OO! 

Morgan Silver Dollars were the most 
popular form of "hard cash" accepted 
to settle debts in the Old West. Of 
course, Carson City Morgan Silver 
Dollars haven't been minted in 109 
years, nor will you find even one in 
general circulation. 

ADVANCE DISCOUNT 
PRICE 

The issue's price will be set at S35.00 

for each proof. But, during this limited 
advance striking period, this .999 pure 
silver clad masterpiece can be yours for 
only S9.95. But you must act NOW to 
take advantage of this Special Advance 
Striking offer. The edition is limited to 
2.250 pieces worldwide. THIS MAY BE 
THE ONLY OPPORTUNITY YOU 
WILL EVER HAVE TO ACQUIRE 
THIS SILVER MASTERPIECE! 

Each 1889 "CC" Morgan Silver 
Proof comes with a Certificate of 
Authenticity and is individually num
bered. Distribution will take place in 
registration number order. So, the earli
est orders receive the lowest registration 
numbers. A deluxe velvet presentation 
case is available for an additional charge. 

SPECIFICATIONS 
Composition: 100 mil .999 Pure Silver 

Clad Base 
Weight: Hoz. avdp 
Diameter: 39MM Silver Dollar Size 
Condition: Individually Struck Proof 
Series: CC 
Edition Limit: 2,250 
Registration: by number in ascending 

order 

STRICT LIMIT 
There is a strict limit of five Proofs 

per customer. Orders will be filled on a 
first-come, first-served basis. None
theless, if the 1889 "CC" Morgan 
Silver Proof is not everything we prom
ised, send back your order within 30 
days by insured mail and we'll prompt

ly refund your purchase price. Your sat
isfaction is guaranteed. 

HOW TO ORDER 
Call now to ensure availability, 24 

hours a day, 7 days a week with your 
credit card or we'll take your check by 
phone. Call toll-free 1-888-NAT-
MINT, Ext. 6216 (1-888-628-6468). 
Timely mail orders will be accepted if 
directed to: National Collector's Mint, 
Dept. 6216, 4401A Connecticut Ave. 
NW, PMB-850. Washington, DC 20008. 
Nonetheless, late orders may not be hon
ored and remittance will be returned 
uncashed. 

You may order one 1889 "CC" 
Morgan Silver Proof for $9.95 plus 
52.50 shipping, handling & insurance. 
3 for only $35 ppd., or 5 for only S55 
ppd. Deluxe velvet presentation case is 
only $3.50 each ppd. So, don't delay. 
Avoid disappointment and future 
regret. ACT NOW! 

CALL TOLL-FREE, ASK FOR EXT. 6216 

1-888-NAT-MINT 

National Collector's Mint. Inc. is an independent, 
private corporation not affiliated with the U.S. gov
ernment with headquarters at 8 Slater Street. Port 
Chester. NY 10573. 1-800452-4321. © 2002 
NCM.AL-A38 

\ isil our wchsitc at: www.ncmint.com 

http://www.ncmint.com

