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Subsistence hunting, p. 34 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

Is hunting allowed in our national 
parks? Generally, no—but there are 
exceptions. In Alaska's national parks, 
Native Alaskans are permitted to con
tinue the age-old rite of subsistence 
hunting, fishing, and gathering. In this 
issue (see page 34), we look at how na
tional park managers in Alaska are 
handling conflicts between conservation 
and consumptive use of park resources. 
NPCA supports the subsistence rights 
of Native Alaskans as long as park val
ues are not compromised, but in this 
issue you'll read about another type of 
hunting that NPCA opposes—sport 
hunting in the proposed Mojave Na
tional Monument in California. Such 
hunting is not allowed in other national 
parks or monuments and would set a 
dangerous precedent (see page 10). 
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O U T L O O K 

Relevance 

A MERICA is a nation 
of contradiction: 
while we value our 

individuality, we make a fo
cused commitment to the 
common good. 

This contradiction holds 
true in the preservation of 
open space, and of parks in 
particular. We are continu
ally saying that we value our 
parks. In a recent survey, more than 70 
percent of Americans said that they 
wanted national parks protected and 
would support earmarking S5 of their 
annual taxes to help protect parks. Yet, 
across the country, parks are losing out 
in the public funding game. 

Why do public officials seem to be 
losing their commitment to parks and 
open spaces? This dilemma has plagued 
park leaders for many years. 

It has become clear that the national 
parks have lost their sense of mission 
and therefore their relevance to con
temporary issues facing the American 
people. No matter what the environ
mental issue on the public agenda— 
global warming, biodiversity, or toxic 
waste, for example—no consensus of 
commitment is expressed by the "park 
community." 

Not surprisingly, there are specific 
roles that parks can play that would 
give them relevance. One of the most 
important is the role of monitoring the 
public health and safety of the commu
nity. For example, national, state, and 
local parks are ideal places in which to 
monitor acid rain. If the acid rain level 
is high in the parks, it would suggest 

that the level of acidity is 
higher in the nearby com
munities themselves. 

Second, parks could 
serve as the focus for the 
preservation of biological 
diversity in their particular 
communities. Through the 
parks, communities could 
make special efforts to 
bring back endangered 

plant and animal species and to protect 
biological corridors, thus boosting the 
areas' ecological health. 

Third, the parks could be the focal 
point for the traditions and heritage of 
the people from nearby communities. 
An annual heritage day in which indi
viduals return to the community, ex
ploring their lineage and traditions, 
would celebrate what parks are all 
about. After all, two thirds of the na
tional parks focus on preservation of 
America's unique cultural heritage. 

Fourth, parks are cooling areas for 
the heat generators that our cities have 
become. To expand this role, we should 
be planting native trees in parks to help 
cool the local environment. National 
parks could also be the source for native 
plants to help revegetate city streets and 
backyards. 

In addition, parks should be educa
tional centers for energy planning and 
conservation and the source for trans
mitting new natural energy technology 
across America. 

All these things should lead local 
residents—and park leaders—to un
derstand that parks are relevant and play 
an important role in our day-to-day lives. 
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Raw Power 
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massive grizzly. 

A dramatic portrayal in 
fine handcrafted porcelain. 
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WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
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R E T U R N ASSURANCE POLICY 
If you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do so within 30 days of your 
receipt of that purchase for replacement, credit or refund. 



L E T T E R S 

Shortsighted 
The article in the Nov./Dec. 1991 issue 
regarding political manipulation of the 
Vision for the Greater Yellowstone 
planning document [News] is biased in 
favor of the crisis of foul play by its two 
proponents. Bureaucrats also can be 
guilty of manipulation in attempts to 
impose land reform on local communities 
without any involvement of the local 
citizens in the process. It is more likely 
that the politicians were responding to 
valid concerns of their constituents rather 
than political manipulation. Until federal 
and local agencies involve the people 
intimately concerned, the result will be 
polarization and inaction. 

Solway Hon drum 
Albuquerque, NM 

Railroad ties 
I remain puzzled by one reference in 
your Nov./Dec. 1991 issue. It occurs in 
an article on what strikes me as a worthy 
national park project involving the 
underground railroad ["Bound for 
Freedom"]. You say an advisory board 
studying the project "will include three 
Afr ican-Amer ican h i s to r i ans , one 
Amer ican h i s to r ian , two h i s to r ic 
preservation experts, and three members 
of the general public." 

I hope I am right that you intended 
the categories of "African-American" and 
"American" to refer to areas of general 
academic expert ise, ra ther than to the 
e thnic , racial, or national identities of 
the individual scholars. It had been my 
impression that "African-American" is 
of the inclusive category "American," 
and not a separate category altogether. 

James A. Gray 
Madison, Wl 

The congressional bill specifically identifies 
the experts in this manner. 

—the Editors 

I read the article on the underground 
railroad with great interest and endorse 

the idea of a national park to memorialize 
the historic experience. Such memorials 
honor brave, persevering people. They 
are important explanations of the past 
which aid our understanding of the 
present. 
. DeAnne Hart 

Watsonville, CA 

I was pleased to read that the National 
Park Service in your country is finally 
looking in to c o m m e m o r a t i n g the 
underground railroad. It's certainly a 
worthy subject. However, as the article 
pointed out, the railroad extended into 
Canada. It's part of our history, too. I'd 
like to suggest that a move be made to 
establish an international interpretive 
park in memory of it in conjunction with 
Parks Canada. 

Establishing an international park 
would be a challenge and a credit to our 
two countries, whose history is frequently 
intertwined. 

Peter D.A. Warwick 
St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada 

Greetings from the Harriet Tubman 
Historical Society. Kindly accept this 
letter of thanks for the article "Bound for 
F reedom," in the N o v . / D e c . 1991 
National Parks. The article was great! 
The society attended and supported the 
u n d e r g r o u n d ra i l road legislat ion 
sponso red by Congressman Pe te r 
Kostmayer, who was giving testimony at 
a special hearing on Harriet Tubman 
Day, May 22, 1990. 

Vivian Abdur-Rahim 
The Harriet Tubman HistoricalSociety 
Wilmington, DE 

Political haze 
It is typical that Bush would stand up and 
reap the publicity for a decision forced 
on his administration by the court ["Relief 
in Sight for Grand Canyon," Nov./Dec. 
1991]. As you report, "legal protection 
from air pol lu t ion has been little 
enforced." 

I hope NPCA has its next targets for 
legal action in sight, since it seems to be 
the only effective way to ensure that 
those sworn to uphold our laws do so. 

Harold W. Bailey 
North Bend, OR 

Taming Denali 
We thank you for the article "The Taming 
of Denali" in the Nov./Dec. 1991 issue. 
The topic is very timely. The Talkeetna 
Environmental Center opposes the 
National Park Service proposal to build 
a multi-million-dollar visitor center on 
native corporation lands near Talkeetna. 
It would doom our community life and 
the sustainable wilderness resources used 
by the public. It is our fervent hope that 
national environmental organizations and 
the public will strongly object to this 
disproportionate amount of NPS monies 
being spent on a controversial project 
that is not even on national park land. 

Becky Long 
Talkeetna, AK 

Support for reform 
I fully support the bill S. 1755 [Special 
Report, Jan./Feb. 1992] and will take 
appropriate action to let my legislators 
know how I feel. Concession policy 
reform is long overdue. With the new 
policies, we will be able to have real 
competition for national park concessions 
and, with that, much-needed improved 
customer service. I am afraid that the 
whole issue will unfortunately focus on 
increasing concession fees and those fees 
being made available to the NPS as 
opposed to going into the general fund. 
These are very positive actions for 
national parks. But let's look at the 
numbers. 

Doubling or even tripling future 
concession fees will result in at best no 
more than $50 million to augment an 
NPS budget of $ 1.4 billion (1992). With 
50 percent of the concession fees to be 
spent on acquisition of outstanding 
possessory interests, precious little will 
be available for needed park main
tenance. 

We need to be concerned about the 
estimated S2-billion cost of deferred 
repair and maintenance facing our parks 
and historic monuments. 
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END-OF-SEASON SALE. SAVE 5 0 . 
THE OFFICIAL MILITARY ISSUE 

GENUINE LEATHER A-2 FLYING JACKET 
ACT NOW! 

A piece of American History is ON SALE! 
From World War II to Desert Storm, the A-2 Leather Flying 

Jacket is one of the most famous pieces of battle gear in history. 
During World War II, the brave pilots of the U.S. Army Air Corps 
relied on the A-2 for protection and comfort. The A-2, updated 
to current military spec's, was worn by our U.S. Air Force pilots 
in the Gulf War, too. Lightweight and comfortable yet "tough 
as nails," the A-2 identifies its wearer as one of an elite, 
brave breed of fighting men. And now, for a limited 
time, you can acquire the A-2 for only $ 199," that's 
$50 off regular price. 

Genuine Military Issue. 
Not a Commercial Reproduction. 

Cooper Sportswear was an original supplier of the 
A-2's worn by America's World War II flying heroes. 

Now, after a 45-year retire
ment from active duty, the 
U.S. Air Force has recommis-
sioned the A-2 and selected 
Cooper as the official Govern
ment contract manufacturer. 
Now, you can own the very 
same jacket issued to U.S. Air 
Force pilots. Not a reproduction 

and not a look-alike copy — this is the genuine article! 
Available exclusively from Willabee & Ward. 

Proudly Made in the l . v i . 
The Cooper A-2 is made in the U.S.A. using materials and 

production methods specified by the U.S. Air Force. Premium 
goatskin ensures ruggedness and great looks. 
Knitted cuffs and waistband and a spun 
cotton-blend lining ensure draft-free comfort. 
Details include regulation snap-down collar, 
shoulder epaulets, and roomy snap-close pockets. 
You'll also receive a certificate of authenticity 
stating that yours is a U.S. Air Force A-2. Battle-

proven and built for long life, the Cooper A-2 actually gets better-
looking with age. 

Save $50 Off Regular Price. 
Payable in Convenient Monthly Installments. 

The Cooper A-2 Leather Flying Jacket — normally $249 — 
can be yours for just $199," payable in five convenient monthly 
installments of $41.30 charged to your credit card. Your satis
faction is guaranteed. If you arc not completely delighted with 
your jacket, simply return it in original condition within 30 days 
for exchange or refund. Take advantage of this remarkable 
end-of-scason sale. Order today. Available in sizes 34-52 regular 
and long. Call about larger sizes (to 60) available for $50 more. 
(For best fit, order one size larger than normal jacket size.) 

Accept n o subs t i tu te s ! This is the one-and-only 
official A-2...the. actual jacket 

s u p p l i e d t o the Uni ted States Air Force . 

Have questions about sizing? Call us — we'll fit you over the phone. 
Quantities are limited, so call now! 
Phone otdcrs normally shipped next husincss day -Plus $~ So shippinuyhandlinK 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-331-1858 EXT. 636-231 

Willabee & Ward 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, CT 06857 

Credit Card > Exp. Date 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

Name. 
(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Address. 

City/State/Zip_ 

Signature 
(All orders subiact to acceptance I 

• I prefer not to use a credit card and will pay by check. Enclosed is 
my check for $199 plus $7.50 shipping/handling, a total of $206.50.*" 
••Applicable sales lax. if any, svill be billed with shipment. 

O 1992 MBI 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-331-1858 EXT. 636-231 
Please send me Cooper A-2 Genuine Leather Flying 
Jacket(s). 
Size (Even sizes 34-52): • Regular • Long 
Charge each of 5 installments of $41.30"" to my credit card. 

• MasterCard • VISA • Discover • Am. Ex. 



AMERICA'S 
PARKS 

BY M A I L 
N A T U R E , H I S T O R Y , 

A R T , P H O T O G R A P H Y & 

L I T E R A T U R E O F T H E 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

B O O K S • M A P S 

V I D E O S • P O S T E R S 

C A T A L O G A V A I L A B L E 

S P E C I A L O R D E R S 

E N C O U R A G E D 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S T O R E 
PIER 39, J11 

S A N F R A N C I S C O , CA 94133 
(415) 433-7221 

A NONPROFIT NATIONAL PARK 
ASSOCIATION 

GO WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 

Ray Electric Outboards presents the RAY 
ELECTRIC EXPLORER, a new kind of boat for 
our times, powered by the MOTOR OF THE 
TIMES. 
• Energy efficient hull cruises for 9 hours at 

6.5 MPH with standard eight batteries. 
• Enjoy quiet power boat ing without 

polluting. No noise, shake or smoke. 
• Escape the hubub and get away from it all. 
• Trailer your Explorer to America's scenic 

water byways and go where the wild things 
are without paddling. 

Amenities include plush seats, galley, 
convertible top, side curtains, convertible twin 
bunk and portable toilet with privacy curtain. 
Choose options for extended or day cruising. 
To charge batteries just plug into any 
standard or marina outlet, or start the 
optional generator for the byways. 
See the EXPLORER at the Atlanta Boat show, 
March 11-15, 1992. 

RAY ELECTRIC OUTBOARDS 
908 N.E. 24th Lane, Cape Coral, FL 33909 

(813) 574-1948 

Having some knowledge of how such 
estimates are prepared, I believe the real 
cost could be SI billion or as high as $4 
billion. Given either cost scenario, S. 1755 
will not solve the problem. NPCA needs to 
focus on the deterioration taking place in 
the parks and lobby for adequate funds to 
address the problem. 

John C. Love 
Omnia, CA 

Bad bills 
Since 1916 Congress has prohibited 
hunting in national parks. Allowing 
hunting in California national parks is a 
devastating precedent . [The House 
passed legislation to allow hunting in the 
proposed Mojave National Monument. 
See News, Jan . /Feb . 1992.] 

This is not the first time the National 
Rifle Association has attempted to open 
national parks to hunting. By allowing 
hunting in California's desert national 
parks, Congress is encouraging the NRA 
to demand the establishment of hunting 
in other cherished national parks. 

The California desert has no so-called 
overpopulat ion of wildlife. To the 
contrary, it is home to sparsely populated 
and sensitive wildlife species, including 
numerous state and federally listed 
threatened and endangered species. The 
desert is a fragile landscape; hunter 
activity will damage it and compromise 
the standards of wildlands protection. 

Laverne Shell 
Carmichael, CA 

Independence 
1 am in complete agreement with your 
position of removing the NPS from the 
Department of the Interior and making 
the NPS independent with a board of 
trustees [Outlook, Nov./Dec. 1991 ]. On 
the other hand, a solely independent 
NPS would lose more clout in the political 
process. 

Therefore, I propose to go a step 
further and establish a new Department 
of Cultural and Natural Heritage. This 
department would include the Library 
of Congres s , Na t iona l Archives , 
Smithsonian, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, other federal libraries, archives, 
museums, and related agencies with 
similar purposes, and, of course, the NPS. 

The Department of Cultural and Natural 
Heritage would give preservation and 
conservation equal footing with other 
agencies and have presidential con
nection as a cabinet-level agency. These 
agencies will remain separate but 
associa ted by common goals of 
preservation and conservation. By being 
united they stand strong; by being divided 
they will be conquered and fall. 

Byron J. Fogel 
Van Nuys, CA 

Phone first 
National Parks has established its own 
900 phone number for readers interested 
in sharing their comments or concerns 
about issues in the magazine. Callers may 
use the number 24 hours a day and are 
charged 89 cents a minute. A selection of 
comments will run in the magazine's 
Letters department. Those who would 
like to listen to others' comments may do 
so at the same number. The number is 
1-900-835-6344. Callers will be given 
instructions on how to leave a message. 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Mass. Ave., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. Please 
include address and phone number for 
verification. Or call 1-900-835-6344 (see 
above). All letters are subject to editing 
for length or clarity. 

Statement ol ( hrnets l l ip . Management. ..n.l Bimonthly Circulation of 

NATIONAL PARKS 

OWNER AND PUBLISHER: National Parks & Conservation 
Association EDITOR AND MANAGING EDITOR: Sue E. 
Dodge 1IEADQUARTERS ()!•' PUBLISIIER AND PUBLICA-
TK IN: 1770 Massachusetts Ave. N.W.. Washington, DC 20036 

STOCKIIOLDERS, B( )NDI K H.DERS, M( 1RTGAGE. ()TI IER 
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A. TOTAL COPIES PRINTED 
;(net press run) 293,072 309262 
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D. FREE DISTRIBUTION 708 1,260 
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"Ready: White-Tailed Deer" 
In full color on fine china 
Shown smaller than actual 
diameter of 8 M inches 

1S81 Dominion China 

Encounter the white-tailed deer in its wintry home... 
a Bradford Exchange recommendation 

Dawn in the northwoods. A fresh layer of snow blankets 
the ground in deep drifts, artfully shaped by the night's 
whistling wind. Suddenly outlined against the winter 
landscape, two majestic white-tailed deer pause briefly, 
carefully surveying the silent forest. 

"Ready: White-Tailed Deer," a riveting wildlife portrait 
by highly acclaimed artist Paul Krapf, is issued in a 
strictly limited edition. And, like exceptional plates that 
command hundreds of dollars on the plate market, 
"Ready: White-Tailed Deer" appears to have what it takes 
to go up in value once the edition closes. 

Not every plate goes up in value; some go down. But 
the edition of "Ready: White-Tailed Deer" is strictly lim
ited to a maximum of 150 firing days, and demand is ex
pected to be strong. So, if you wish to obtain this plate 
at the $29.80 issue price, the time to act is now. To order 
your plate - fully backed by our 365-day unconditional 
guarantee — send no money now, simply complete and 
mail the coupon at right. 

• 1991 BGE WDBIWO 

Order Form for "Ready: White-Tailed Deer" 
The Bradford Exchange 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60648 Please respond by: April 30, 1992 

Please enter my order for "Ready: White-Tailed Deer." I under
stand that I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed 
$29.80* when my plate is shipped. Limit: one plate per customer. 

X 
Signature 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. ( ) 

(Circle One) Name (Please Print) Telephone 

Address 

City State Zip 
"Plus a total of $3.49 postage and handl ing, and sales tax where applicable 
The plate price in Canada is $39.80 Pending credit approval . 
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DESERT AWAITS 
VOTE IN SENATE 
The California Desert Protection Act, 
the most significant piece of park and 
wilderness legislation in a decade , 
passed the House of Representatives late 
last year. But the act, which still awaits 
a decision by the Senate, was saddled 
with an amendment allowing hunting 
and trapping in the proposed 
Mojave National Monument. 

"The House's decision is 
a milestone in conservation. 
Protecting the desert is ur
gent," said NPCA President 
Paul Pritchard. "But it's just 
as urgent to turn back any at
tempts in the Senate to open 
national parks and monu
ments to sport hunting." 

Park and wilderness leg
islation for the California 
desert has been before Con
gress since 1986, with Sen. 
Alan Cranston (D-Calif.) and 
Rep. Mel Levine (D-Calif.) 
as s p o n s o r s . H.R. 2929 , 
which cleared the House 
with a strong 297-136 ma
jority, provides new protec
tion for large areas of the 
desert. More than four mil
lion acres would be estab
lished as wilderness areas 
under the Bureau of Land Management. 

The bill expands the two existing 
units of the National Park System in 
the desert. Death Valley and Joshua 
Tree national monuments would be ex
panded by 1.3 million acres and 23-1,000 
acres, respectively, and redesignated as 
national parks. H.R. 2929 would also 

designate BLM's 1.5-million-acre East 
Mojave National Scenic Area as Mojave 
National Monument. 

The California desert—actually an 
intersection of three deserts, the Colo
rado, the Sonoran, and the Mojave— 
occupies the southeastern quarter of the 
state. It is a harsh region, where water is 
scarce and heat is extreme. Yet it is also 
a place of great beauty and surprising 

A House-passed amendment would open the proposed Mojave 
National Monument to hunting of desert bighorn and other wildlife. 

diversity, stark but not barren. There 
are jagged mountain ranges, giant sand 
dunes, cactus gardens, valleys that fill 
suddenly and briefly with wildflowers, 
redrock canyons and limestone caverns, 
oases, hidden springs, and waterfalls. 

The balance of life is delicate but 
holds room for animals such as lizards. 

roadrunners, coyote, bobcats, mountain 
lions, and bighorn sheep, as well as more 
than 1,000 species of plants. 

Little touched for thousands of years, 
the California desert is now giving way. 
As the suburbs of Los Angeles sprawl 
farther and farther east, the desert is no 
longer so remote. Its fragile soil erodes 
easily under heavy disturbance by off-
road vehicles and grazing livestock, be

coming sterile and sending 
dust airborne for miles. Na
tive plant life disappears. The 
desert tortoise, a threatened 
species considered an indi
cator of the health of the 
desert as a whole, is in "cata
strophic decline" in some 
areas, a researcher says. 

More than 12 million 
acres of the desert are in the 
hands of BLM. The agency 
has been repeatedly criti
cized by both conservation
ists and the General Ac
counting Office for inad
equately regulating mining. 
ORV use, and grazing, and 
for recommending that most 
of its extensive wilderness 
study areas not receive wil
derness designation. 

Levine , Rep. Richard 
Lehman (D-Calif.), and Rep. 
George Miller (D-Calif.) in

troduced H.R. 2929 as a compromise 
bill last year. The bill underwent more 
major changes in committee and on the 
House floor. One amendment works 
out any potential differences with the 
military, which has five bases in the 
desert. Another sets up a land exchange 
agreement with the two major non-fed-
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eral landholders in the area. (Cranston's 
bill contains a similar arrangement with 
the military, and a land exchange 
agreement seems likely there too.) 

These amendments were well re
ceived on all sides. But other changes 
to H.R. 2929 leave it weaker than 
Cranston's bill. S. 21 establishes 250,000 
more acres of BLM wilderness, desig
nates the Mojave area as a national park 
rather than a national monument, and 
provides slightly larger additions to 
Death Valley and Joshua Tree. 

But the real damage done to H.R. 
2929 was the amendment allowing 
hunting and trapping in Mojave Na
tional Monument. The National Rifle 
Association pressured members of 
Congress to agree to the amendment 
put forward by Rep. Ron Marlenee (R-
Mont.). It passed the House 235-193. 

"This move represents a long-time 
NRA goal, to get a foothold in national 
parks and monuments," said David 
Simon, NPCA natural resources pro
gram manager. "It's an extremely dan
gerous precedent." 

In 1984 the NRA filed suit to force 
the Park Service to open to sport hunt
ing and trapping all areas of the park 
system, roughly 80 percent, where the 
law does not explicitly forbid them. 
NPCA joined as an intervenor on the 
Park Service's side. A federal judge 
ruled in 1986 that general NPS regula
tions against sport hunting and trap
ping do in fact uphold the mission of 
the Park Service and the intent of Con
gress in establishing the parks. 

"This amendment violates a basic 
principle of the park system," said Russ 
Butcher, NPCA Pacific Southwest re
gional director. "No other national 
monument allows hunting or trapping. It 
is a defining characteristic of national 
parks and monuments that they are the 
only areas of public land categorically 
off-limits to sport hunting and trapping." 

At present, hunting of quail, rab
bits, and mule deer and trapping of 
bobcat, coyote, and kit foxes are per
mitted in the East Mojave. None of 
these occurs extensively, and hunting 
still will be allowed in the BLM wilder
ness areas. But the driving force behind 
the amendment is reported to be the 

East Mojave's herd of desert 
bighorn sheep. 

Bighorn sheep are one of 
the most prized trophy targets 
in North America. Very few 
permits to hunt desert big
horn in the East Mojave are 
issued. These go for S40,000 
to $75,000 at auction. Tro
phy hunters hope that as 
desert bighorn numbers grow 
in the area, opportunities to 
hunt them will as well. 

"One of the hopes for the 
Mojave park is that it will 
dramatically benefit the area's 
wildlife by providing sanctu
ary for them," Simon said. 
One species particularly in 
need of sanctuary is the tor
toise. Killing an animal on the 
endangered species list is il
legal. But according to BLM 
tortoise expert Kristin Berry, 40 per
cent of the dead tortoises found in one 
survey had been shot, decapitated, or 
otherwise "vandalized." 

NPCA and the other groups work
ing to protect the desert will mount a 
major effort to get a better bill passed 
in the Senate. While conservationists 

are hopeful, the political battle there 
this spring is likely to be tough. 

One reason is the opposition of 
California's other senator, Republican 
John Seymour, who is up for re-election 
in November. Seymour told the press 
last year a top priority would be a desert 
bill he and Cranston could agree upon. 

NEWSUPDATE 

• Salt River Bay. In late January the 
Senate passed a bill adding the Salt 
River Bay area of St. Croix, Virgin 
Islands, to the park system. The 
House passed a slightly different ver
sion of the bill in November. After 
differences are worked out, the mea
sure will go to President Bush for his 
signature. Del. Ron de Lugo (D-V.I.) 
introduced the legislation, developed 
in consultation with NPCA, to pro
tect one of the richest, least disturbed 
natural areas in the Caribbean. Salt 
River Bay is also the only landing site 
of the Columbian expeditions on 
present-day U.S. territory. It is cur
rently threatened with a massive ho
tel, condominium, and marina project. 

A Yellowstone wolves. Congress has 
provided the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service with funds to begin planning 
for the restoration of endangered gray 
wolves to Yellowstone National Park, 
a long-time NPCA goal. The Fish and 
Wildlife Service now must be urged 
to develop the environmental impact 
statement without proposing de
creased protection for wolves else
where or alterations in the Endangered 
Species Act. It is also important that 
the agency hold hearings open to the 
public nationwide. To ask to become 
involved in the planning process, write 
Galen Buterbaugh, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Box 25486, Denver 
Federal Center, Denver, CO 80225. 
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Since then he has said the House-passed 
hill is not "an acceptable compromise," 
stating he is "firmly committed to the 
principle of multiple use." Mining, 
grazing, and ORV groups are lobbying 
against the bill with the same arguments. 

But mining of valid existing claims 
would be permitted in the new parks 
and wilderness areas. Current grazing 
allotments would continue for 25 years 
in the Mojave park and indefinitely in 
wilderness. In both bills, boundaries were 
drawn to leave almost all existing ORV 
areas open and to avoid some major 
mining and potential mining areas. 

Desert protection has broad support 
in California, and a group of 1,600 sci
entists and educators nationwide has 
endorsed the act. "But in the Senate, 
desert protection may be plunged into 
election-year politics," said Simon. "To 
get a strong bill passed, and to block 
the a t tempt to bring hunt ing into 
monuments and parks, a show of pub
lic support nationwide will be needed." 

4h Readers should write their senators 
(U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510) 
urging them to cosponsor and support 
passage of S. 21 without any provision 
allowing hunting in national parks or 
monuments and without any further 
eon/promises in protection or reductions 
in park and wilderness acreages. 

MILITARY USE OF PARKS, 
WILDERNESS PROPOSED 
In several parts of the country, new 
military training areas are proposed that 
overlap national parks and other sensi
tive public lands. 

The state of Idaho and the Air Force 
are cooperating on plans for a 150,000-
acre aerial range in the O w y h e e 
Canyonlands. The high desert plateau 
and canyon country contains world-class 
whitewater rivers, archaeological sites, 
and abundant, diverse wildlife. 

"The Owyhee is one of the largest 
areas of unprotected wildlands in the 
country, and NPCA has said before that 
it should be considered as a national 
park," said Dale Crane, NPCA Pacific 
Northwest regional director. 

The Air Force and Idaho are proposing a training range over the Owyhee Canyonlands. 

The Bureau of Land Management 
holds 90 percent of the land in question. 
Under an exchange proposed by Gov. 
Cecil Andrus (D), Idaho would acquire 
the land and transfer it to the Idaho 
National Guard. The Guard would let 
the Air Force use it for a new compos
ite wing of bombers and fighters. 

"In taking this route, they are trying 
to avoid the requirement for congres
sional action," Crane said. The range 
includes 58,700 acres under consider
ation as federal wilderness. By law, 
Congress must approve the withdrawal 
of wilderness study areas and of any 
public lands of more than 5,000 acres. 

A practice bombing site will likely 
be placed between wilderness study ar
eas, and pilots will not drop live bombs. 
But throughout the area will be super
sonic overflights at 10,000 feet from the 
ground and subsonic flights at 100 feet. 
The planes will drop chaff, hair-like 
aluminum-coated fibers that deflect ra
dar, and flares, used as missile decoys. 

Chaff could be ingested by wildlife, 
fish, and livestock. Flares can occasion
ally cause wildfires. There are concerns 
about the effects of overflight noise and 
sonic booms on wildlife. 

While BLM supports the proposal, 
a letter from its state office to the Air 
Force criticized the lack of information 
provided on these points. 

Crane said the Air Force's draft en
vironmental impact statement also did 
not examine other sites for the range. 

Comments may he sent to Lt. Tom 
Barlol, Director of Environmental Pro
grams, Norton Air Force Base, CA 9240V. 

The Air Force has also proposed a 
200-mile training corridor across Utah 
canyonlands. The route would pass 
within three miles of Capitol Reef Na
tional Park and across two wilderness 
study areas. Two B-52 and two B I B 
bombers would pass each weekday at 
altitudes of 400 to 600 feet. 

"Bombers racing overhead would 
shatter the peace and the timeless beauty 
that these lands have been set aside to 
preserve," said Terri Martin, NPCA 
Rocky Mountain regional director. 

The Air Force stated in its environ
mental assessment the plan would have 
no significant environmental impact. 
But Rep. Wayne Owens (D-Utah) , 
NPCA, and Utah groups are calling tor 
a more thorough environmental impact 
statement to be performed. 

Comments may he sent to George 
Gaugner, Environmental Planning Di
vision, Offut Air Force Base, NE 68113. 

The Colorado Air National Guard is 
proposing a complex of "military op
erations areas" across Colorado and 
Kansas. The primary "MOA" would 
center on Great Sand Dunes National 
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Monument. Planes would engage in 
simulated aerial combat and drop chaff 
and flares. The Guard projects that 2-4 
times a year a group of 50 fighters, two 
to six bombers, and ten support aircraft 
would practice in the Dunes "MOA" at 
altitudes as low as 100 feet. 

Of the monument's 38,000 acres, 
33,000 are wilderness. "It would basi
cally destroy the wilderness experience," 
said Bill Wellman, park superintendent. 

The Park Service wrote, "Even now, 
the park experiences sporadic, unau
thorized military overflights." Visitors 
and local residents describe sonic booms 
and being "buzzed" by aircraft. 

The Forest Service states, "The use 
of chaff and flares...will impair the area's 
natural condition [and] impair the wa
ter quality of streams and lakes." It said 
increased flights would affect migrating 
and calving elk and bighorn sheep and 
migrating waterfowl. 

The Guard plans to do an environ
mental assessment, but Sen. Tim Wirth 
(D-Colo.) and conservationists are urg
ing an environmental impact statement. 

Comments may be sent to Major 
Stephen Krikorian, Colorado Air Na
tional Guard, Buckley Air National 
Guard Base, Aurora, CO 80011. 

All the above concerns are being 
voiced over an extensive military training 
proposal for Alaska. Last fall the Army 
Gorps of Engineers released a prelimi
nary statement on planned exercises in
volving all Armed Forces branches and 
both ground and aerial training. 

The statement, a first step before an 
environmental impact statement, gives 
little concrete information. It appears 
the training areas cover all or part of 
many national parks, preserves, and 
monuments, including Denali, Katmai, 
Kenai Fjords, Wrangell-St. Elias, Gates 
of the Arctic, and Bering Land Bridge. 

Mary Grisco, NPCA Alaska regional 
director, said it appears the activities 
entail low-level flights, ground trans
port across wetlands, rivers, and tun
dra, and use of live ammunition. 

The Army Corps is accepting public 
comment on issues it should consider in 
its EIS, care of Guy McConnell, Attn: 
EN-PL-ER, U.S. Army Engineer District, 
Alaska, Box 989, Anchorage, AK 99506. 

PARK SERVICE CLOSES 
DOWNHILL SKI AREAS 
The National Park Service decided this 
winter to close commercial downhill 
skiing areas in two national parks. Run 
by private concessioners, the facilities 
have long been criticized as inappropri
ate. Their closure will allow the areas to 
be restored to a natural state. 

In January the Park Service an
nounced it will permanently close the 
Hidden Valley ski resort in Rocky 
Mountain National Park. The decision 
is a major victory for NPCA, which has 
opposed the ski facility for decades. 

In 195-1 NPCA opposed the imple
mentation of T-bars, mechanical lift 
equipment, arguing they would dam

age vegetation, wildlife, and scenery. 
The Park Service recommended elimi
nating the ski area in a 1973 draft plan, 
but the 1976 final plan called for phas
ing it out only when a ski area for local 
residents opened outside the park. 

In 1987 NPCA again urged removal 
of the resort. At that time, the Park 
Service recognized the likelihood of an
other ski facility opening was remote 
because of the area's poor snow condi
tions. It also admitted that the resort 
was "fundamentally inconsistent with 
the purposes for which Rocky Moun
tain National Park was established." 

Early last year the concessioner at 
Hidden Valley decided not to renew its 
contract with NPS. Despite as much as 
$60,000 in annual federal subsidies for 

MARKUP 
K E Y P A R K L E G I S L A T I O N 

Bill Purpose 

National Park Increase concessions fees and return them 
Concessions Policy to the park system; prevent overcom-
Reform Act mercialization of parks; increase compe-
S. 1755 tition for contracts; reform possessory 

interest. NPCA supports. 

Salt River Bay Add to the park system the Columbus 
H.R.2927 expedition's 1495 landing site in Salt 

River Bay. St. Croix, and the largest 
mangrove forest left in the Virgin Is
lands. NPCA supports. 

California desert Create Mojave National Monument. 
H.R. 2929 expand Death Valley and Joshua Tree 

national monuments and redesignate 
them as national parks, and establish 
4.1 million acres of Bureau of Land 
Management wilderness areas; allow 
hunting in Mojave National Monument. 
NPCA supports without the hunting 
amendment. 

California desert Create Mojave National Park, expand 
S. 21 Death Valley and Joshua Tree national 

monuments and redesignate them as 
national parks, and establish 4.4 million 
acres of Bureau ot Land Management 
wilderness areas. NPCA supports. 

Gcothermal drilling Bans geothermal drilling within 15 miles 
H.R. 5559 of Yellowstone National Park until more 

thorough study is completed on the ef
fect drilling could have on Yellowstone's 
geysers and other geothermal features. 
NPCA supports. 

Status 

S. 1755 is before the Senate sub
committee on national parks. 

H.R. 2927 passed the House in 
November and the Senate in 
January. After the two versions are 
reconciled, the bill will go to the 
president tor his signature. 

H.R. 2929 passed the House in 
November and is now before the 
Senate subcommittee on national 
parks. 

S. 21 is before the Senate sub
committee on national parks. 

H.R. 3559 passed the House in 
November and is now before the 
Senate subcommittees on national 
parks and on mineral resources 
development. 

NPCA is currently working on more than 60 hills. 
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maintenance and snowplowing, Estes 
Valley Recreation and Park District had 
operated at a loss for several seasons. 
The ski area closed for four weeks last 
winter and for six weeks the winter be
fore because of low snowfall. 

Under local pressure to keep the re
sort operating, the Park Service opened 
the contract for bids. The three bids it 
received were too low for serious con
sideration and lacked the necessary 
managerial and contractual require
ments. The Park Service subsequently 
decided to close Hidden Valley. 

Assistant Superintendent Sheridan 
Steele said he believes the closure is 
final and that it is likely the resort would 
have closed this winter because of low 
snowfall. "It's just not an area that has 
good conditions for skiing," Steele said. 
The Park Service notes the Lake Eldora 
ski area will serve as an alternative, a 
point NPCA has made since 1986. 

At Sequoia National Park, Wolver-
ton Ski Area was officially closed in 
December for conversion to a cross
country ski center. Concessioner Guest 
Services operated at a loss last year be
cause of poor snow conditions. 

Superintendent Thomas Ritter said all 
facilities will be removed by this spring. 
Because the surface is mostly hard rock 
and inappropriate for skiing to begin with, 
restoration may take only two years. 

Wolverton and Hidden Valley are 
two of only four downhill skiing areas 
in national parks. Another is at Yosemite 
National Park, which has released a 
draft plan for park concessions. The 
plan provides for continued operation 
of the Badger Pass downhill ski center. 
While it would phase out an ice skating 
rink and one set of tennis courts, it 
retains another set and a golf course. At 
public hearings in January, NPCA called 
for removal of all these facilities and 
restoration of the natural landscape. 

"The national parks should not be 
commercialized with artificial recreation 
areas run for profit," said NPCA Presi
dent Paul Pritchard. "We're working 
to restore the individual parks but also 
for overall change of the concessions 
system." S. 1755, the National Park 
Concessions Policy Reform Act, would 
help reduce commercialization. 
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STONES RIVER NATIONAL 
BATTLEFIELD EXPANDED 
Congress passed a bill late last year 
adding 300 acres of historic land to the 
440 already protected in Stones River 
National Battlefield in Tennessee. "It's 
land with a great deal of national sig
nificance that we've long wanted to see 
preserved," said Bruce Craig, NPCA 
cultural resources program manager. 

The three-day battle was one of the 
hardest-fought of the Civil War. Fight
ing along the Stones River began De
cember 31, 1862, and Confederate 
troops continually had to break lines 
around the Cowan farmhouse, expos
ing them to fire. What seemed to be a 
sure attempt to dislodge the Union line 
failed. The Union Army launched its 
drive into the South at Stones River, 
opening the way for Gen. Sherman's 
Georgia campaign. 

But while Sen. Jim Sasser (D-Tenn.) 
and Rep. Bart Gordon (D-Tenn.) were 
introducing the bill, the New Vision 
Baptist Church was buying a 24-acre 
tract to build a church. What it bought, 
it turned out at the last moment, was 
the spot where the Cowan farmhouse 
stood. Craig and congressional aides 
contacted the church to see if it would 
be willing to sell the property if another 
equally suitable site could be found. 

"After several discussions with the 
minister and consideration of the mat
ter among the church members, the 
church reported they did not feel, in 
their words, that they were being led in 
another direction," Craig said. "We all 
had to respect their decision, and the 
bill was signed into law including ev
erything but the Cowan House site." 

The church has not yet begun con
struction. It remains possible another 
site could be found, at which point the 
land could be added to the park. "What 
this goes to show," Craig said, "is just 
how fast the pace of development is." 
Stones River is located in Murfreesboro, 
within Tennessee's fastest-growing 
county. Like most Civil War parks, it 
covers only a portion of the actual 
battlefield, and the lands around it are 
shifting from agriculture to residential 
and commercial development. 
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REFORM OF EVERGLADES 
WATER SUPPLY URGED 
The massive water engineering system 
that controls south Florida's rivers and 
marshes must be "replumbed," accord
ing to a new report. 

The Everglades Coalition, made up 
of NPCA and other state and national 
conservation groups, released the report 
in January. It details the grave environ
mental and economic problems that 
pollution and disruption of natural wa
ter flow pose. "We're calling on the state 
and federal government to live up to 
their legal responsibility to protect the 
Everglades," said David Simon, NPCA 
natural resources program manager. 
"And we're calling for a major overhaul 
of the water management system, to re
verse devastation of the Everglades and 
to better serve the state's residents." 

The Army Corps of Engineers built 
the extensive network of canals and 
storage areas with money from Congress 
40 years ago. It drained Florida's swamps 
and redirected its meandering rivers into 
straight channels, to prevent floods and 
facilitate agriculture and development. 

The system cut off the natural flow of 
water through the state into Everglades 
National Park, its southernmost tip. The 
disruption has caused ecological collapse 
of the once-productive marshlands, and 
populations of wading birds have de
clined dramatically. 

Another problem is runoff of agri
cultural chemicals, especially since the 
flow of water through dikes rather than 
marshes means pollution is not filtered 
out. The system is wasteful as well. Flood 
control channels dump millions of gal
lons of fresh water into the sea, while 
Florida's burgeoning cities consider 
building desalinization plants to avert 
shortages of drinking water. 

Recreating natural water supply to 
the park and meeting the state's needs 
mean another major engineering task. A 
national effort to gain approval and 
funding from Congress will be needed. 
The coalition is working to convey the 
urgency of the situation. "We need the 
equivalent of a Marshall Plan for the 
Everglades, if we want to save our most 
threatened national park," Simon said. 

NPCA and the office of Gov. 
Lawton Chiles (D) also released a sum
mary of the upcoming Nature 2000 re
port. Florida's remarkable variety of 
plant and animal life is in trouble. Na
ture 2000 will address not just the plight 
of individual species but also actions 
the state can take to fight the overall 
extinction rate. 

YOSEMITE EMPLOYEES 
FACE BACK RENT BILLS 
Already low employee morale dropped 
even further last year when Yosemite 
National Park employees were ordered 
to pay nine years of back rent. The 
Department of the Interior sent bills to 
employees who lived at Yosemite be
tween May 1983 and June 1986, asking 
for as much as $5,000 in payments. 

In 1981 Secretary of the Interior 
James Watt ordered a nationwide sur
vey of market prices to implement 
comparable rents for park housing. In 
May 1983 many park employees' rents 
increased dramatically. Yosemite em
ployees, the hardest hit, were faced with 
rents close to those of nearby San 
Francisco. Many of them came together 
to form the Yosemite Tenants Associa
tion and filed suit against Interior. 

Yosemite employees paid the in
creases until 1984, when a judge issued 
a preliminary injunction to revert rents 
to 1983 rates until the suit was settled. 
Many employees received refunds for 
the increased rates they had paid. 

But in 1985 the judge dismissed the 
case on a legal technicality. The Yo
semite housing office reintroduced the 
increased rates effective June 1986. The 
YTA filed a second suit, but the judge 
threw out this case on a technicality as 
well. In 1989 the YTA went to federal 
appeals court but lost again. 

National Park Service officials at 
Yosemite have tried negotiating with 
Interior to waive the increases from 
the three-year period, but Interior says 
the difference must be paid. Now, nine 
years and $15,000 in court costs later, 
those Yosemite employees are receiv
ing bills for back rent, plus interest. 

In 1989 employees were given three 
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years to pay back the difference through 
installments or payroll deductions. But 
because negotiations between Interior 
and NPS were at a standstill, employees 
never received the bills or deductions. 
Interior decided in 1991 to give them 
only two years to pay the bills and to 
charge interest if they did not pay the 
entire sum immediately. 

Merrie Hinson, housing management 
officer for Yosemite, says many em
ployees are willing to pay the flat fee, 
which averages about $3,000, but the 
interest is hurting them emotionally and 
financially. Most are reaching into sav
ings, borrowing, or having their wages 
garnisheed. Many rangers are seeking 
compensation for unpaid hours accu
mulated over the past nine years. 

NPCA has documented the prob
lems Park Service employees face, in
cluding low pay, poor housing, and 
limited chances for promotion. In re
cent years NPS has improved housing 
conditions and even increased salaries 
for rangers living in high-rent areas. 

But Interior is sticking to the deci
sion made during Watt's term. 

"The YTA raised the park housing 
issue to national attention. Because of 
its actions, changes in policy and condi
tions were realized and things seem to be 
improving," said Bruce Craig, NPCA 
cultural resources program manager and 
a former ranger. "It's unfortunate, how
ever, that these few employees are go
ing to be singled out for their bold action 
in challenging Watt's program." 

END TO PRIVATE LEASES 
ARRIVING IN SMOKIES 
Their leases on the cabins expire this 
year, but a well-connected group of 
Tennesseans is trying to block the long-
agreed-upon phaseout of 46 private 
summer homes in Great Smoky Moun
tains National Park. 

"It's a classic case of inappropriate 
special privileges in parks reserved for all 
Americans," said David Simon, NPCA 
natural resources program manager. 

The original leases were granted in 
the 1930s, as North Carolina and Ten
nessee purchased land for the park. 

Residents of the Elkmont area sold their 
property for a reduced price in exchange 
for lifetime occupancy rights. Later, as 
part of arrangements to bring electricity 
to the cabins, they agreed to a common 
expiration date of 1971 on their leases. 

But when that date arrived, lease
holders formed the Elkmont Preserva
tion Committee to lobby the Depart
ment of the Interior for an extension. 
"They brought an awful lot of political 
pressure on the NPS and Interior, who 
basically succumbed," said Neil Mur
phy, chair of the Tennessee Great 
Smoky Mountains Park Commission. 

The date for phasing out the cabins 
was delayed to 1992. The Elkmont 
Preservation Committee agreed with the 
Park Service, however, that this expira
tion date would be final. 

The committee also gained the power 
to transfer leases to unrelated individu
als upon a holder's death. Influential 
Tennesseans received or bought many 
of them and now sublet the cabins or 
use them as vacation homes. The few 
leaseholders not part of the committee 
pay $1 a year to the Park Service; mem
bers of the committee pay no fee. 

NPS plans formed in 1982 with 
public involvement call for phasing out 
the 46 cabins when the leases end this 
year. "Essentially we'd let the forest 
grow back," the park's Bob Miller said. 

Park Service headquarters and the 
Interior Department are standing by the 
decision. NPCA, other conservation 
groups, and former Elkmont residents 
are also actively supporting the park. 

But the Elkmont Preservation Com
mittee is now lobbying members of 
Congress to intervene on its behalf. Its 
argument is that the cabins are historic 
structures and should not be torn down. 
Miller called the issue a "smokescreen." 
While the park will assess the buildings 
for historic value before deciding what 
to do with them, "extension of the leases 
is not something we contemplate," he 
said. "The park was created as a public 
use area and as a natural area, not as a 
private resort area." 

But there is concern that the com
mittee has enough political weight to 
gain yet another extension of the leases. 
"It worked before," Miller said. 
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NPCA APPEALS LEASING 
NEAR TEDDY ROOSEVELT 
NPCA and other conservation groups 
are appealing Forest Service approval 
of extensive oil and gas leasing around 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park. 

The regional Forest Service decided 
last fall to open 1.3 million acres of 
North Dakota badlands and prairie 
around the park to leasing. The decision 
rejects NPCA's request that the Forest 
Service prohibit leasing, or at least sur
face development, on lands within five 
miles of the park's viewpoints. 

"Such extensive leasing, especially 
without protections for views from the 
park, will turn Teddy Roosevelt into an 
isolated remnant of the natural land
scape, fenced in on all sides by industrial 
wasteland," said Terri Martin, NPCA 
Rocky Mountain regional director. 

Teddy Roosevelt preserves the lush 
grasslands and rugged, color-banded 
bluffs, hills, and canyons along the Little 
Missouri River where the president-to-
be spent several years as a rancher. 

The park named after him is broken 
into three small units totaling 70,000 

The Forest Service approved leasing around Teddy Roosevelt without protecting the views. 

acres. In all of them, visitors can see for 
miles in any direction across the rolling, 
variegated landscape. Because of the 
small size of the units, these views 
stretch beyond the park boundaries. 

Most of the land surrounding the 
park is the Forest Service's oil-rich Little 
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Missouri National Grasslands. At 
present, hundreds of wells exist within 
six to seven miles of the park, many 
within sight of it, and some less than a 
few hundred feet from its boundary. 

The appeal to Forest Service chief 
Dale Robertson, filed in December, 
contends that the Forest Service ignored 
its own guidelines, which require tighter 
development restrictions on areas vis
ible from the park, and ignored sophis
ticated Park Service data which identi
fied those areas. 

The Clean Air Act requires federal 
agencies to make sure their actions will 
not lead to violations of air quality 
standards. However, the Forest Service 
says it will issue leases without require
ments to prevent pollution and will leave 
it to the state of North Dakota to regu
late the matter after the fact. 

The plan does not include measures 
recommended by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service to protect migrating 
birds and golden eagles. It proposes to 
lease lands along which the state of 
North Dakota and NPS have mapped 
out a trail connecting the park units. 

A recent Colorado State University 
study found that visitors spent the larg
est portion of their time enjoying the 
park's views, and that the intrusion of 
drill rigs, access roads, and storage tanks 
on those views diminished visitor satis-
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faction with the park. They also found 
that it affected the local tourism econ
omy, decreasing the amount of time and 
money visitors spent in the area. 

In a question of oil and gas leasing 
near another park, the Bureau of Land 
Management is examining an applica
tion to drill near Carlsbad Caverns Na
tional Park in New Mexico. The pro
posed well site is less than half a mile 
from the park boundary and less than 
two miles from the entrance to Lech-
uguilla Cave. 

NPS cites evidence that the portion of 
the cave discovered so far is only two to 
five percent of its total size. Lechuguilla 
is already one of the world's longest 
known caves. One researcher says it could 
occupy an area as long as 15 miles. 

Russ Butcher, NPCA Pacific South
west regional director, wrote BLM that 
as it begins an environmental impact 
statement on the lease, it must consider 
"no drilling in this sensitive area...the 
risks of irreparable harm are simply too 
great." One danger is oil or gas leaks 
into caves, which could damage them 
or cause explosions. 

ALASKA RELEASES NEW 
WOLF MANAGEMENT PLAN 
A state plan released this fall establishes 
a new zone system for managing 
Alaska's wolves. 

"It could result in a more biologi
cally sound approach," said Mary 
Grisco, NPCA Alaska regional direc
tor. "The deciding factor is where the 
zones go; that's what we're working on 
right now." The seven types of zones 
range from areas of full protection for 
wolves to areas in which the state can 
decide to reduce their numbers. 

Like other wildlife issues, wolf man
agement in Alaska is governed by com
plex laws in which state authority over
laps federal authority to a greater degree 
than in the lower 48 states. 

In 1980 Congress greatly expanded 
the park system in Alaska. It permitted 
subsistence hunting and gathering in 
some new national parks and on lands 
added to existing parks (see "Hunting 
for a Balance," page 34). Congress also 
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created a set of national preserves, ad
ministered by NPS, where both subsis
tence and sport hunting are legal. 

Within the park system, the new 
seven-zone plan is expected to follow 
these distinctions. The question is how 
the lands around national parks and 
preserves will be zoned. "Zone juxta
position is a big problem," said Russell 
Galipeau of Wrangell-St. Elias National 
Park and Preserve. 

In three of the seven types of zones, 
the state could decide to keep wolf 
numbers from increasing or to reduce 
them. To do so, it could permit "land-
and-shoot" of wolves in these areas. 

A hunting method generally illegal 
for other animals, land-and-shoot con
sists of tracking wolves with an airplane, 
landing as close to them as possible, 
jumping out, and immediately shooting 
them. In 1989 NPS and the state De
partment of Fish and Game established 
a ban on "land-and-shoot" hunting of 
wolves in national parks and preserves 
in Alaska. NPCA remains concerned 
about use of the method near parks. 

In Denali, for example, "virtually 

Alaska is the only state in which wolves 
are not on the endangered species list. 

every wolf pack within the park area 
gets out of the old park boundaries and 
into areas where harvest could occur," 
said Layne Adams, NPS wildlife re
search biologist. "Say we had a public 
land-and-shoot program going on to 
regulate the number of wolves on an 

adjacent area. You could take out the 
majority of or an entire Denali pack 
under those circumstances." 

To prevent such problems, the Park 
Service would like a transition zone, 
Adams said. NPS is hopeful the matter 
can be worked out as the state begins 
drawing up zones this spring. 

Development of the plan has been 
an unusually open process. Then-gov
ernor Steve Cowper appointed a citi
zens panel in 1990, and the Board of 
Game used its recommendations in 
writing the plan. Grisco expressed con
cern that the administration of current 
governor Walter Hickel was backing 
off from public input. 

"What we're still stuck with is the 
notion of predator control," Grisco said. 
"Whenever caribou and moose numbers 
dip below the level the state wants 
available for hunting, the reaction is to 
shoot wolves because they prey on 
caribou and moose. The response isn't 
to see if there are other factors in the 
decline or to reduce hunting. What the 
plan can do, if it's done right, is make 
the best of this bad situation." 

NATIONAL PARK FINE ART POSTERS 
F A X 3 0 7 - 7 3 9 - 1 1 9 9 $ 1 5 C M . • s h i p p i n g 

1992 National Park Stamp Print 
by Bob Quick 

The edition size of "Bidaa-Ha-Azti" — Grand Canyon Na
tional Park is strictly limited to 4,195 Collector ($160), 610 
Medallion ($325), and 250 Patron edition prints ($425). Each 
print includes a mint and a signed stamp. The small edition 
size guarantees the ongoing exclusiveness of the National 
Park Stamp Collector Print Series. Invest now in the future 
of America's National Parks. Call your local fine art gallery 
today to reserve your collector print and stamps. 

= B - Call 1-800-451-2211 
Images of America Publishing Co., 

P.O. Box 1, Jackson Hole, WY 83001 

2. U.S.S. Constitution 
Throuvh the Mist bv D. Snyder 

8. Grand Teton National Park 
SfffJ Wirier by G. McHuron 

Selected from the 
Top 200 of the 
1991 Arts for the 
Parks competition. 
A fine collection 
and great decor 
for home or office. 

. Yellowstone National Park 
September in Yellowstone bv J. Bohler 

3. Saguaro Vit'l Monument 
Saguaro Magic by T. Layton 

5. Everglades National Park 
Ihirvle Callimiles in the Rain by S. Ross Not shown: I. Biscayne National Park, 

A Dive Off Elliot Key by J. B. Adams 
4. Steamboat National Historical Site, Voice of our Heritage by D. Tutwiler, 
6. Chaco Culture National Historical Park, Treasures of Chaco by C. Frizzell 
9. Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, Morning Wake by D. Drummond 

22 March/April 1992 

/ 



TAKE ANY 3 FOR $1 EACH 
Plus a 4th at the low Members' Price. NO RISK, NO COMMITMENT. 

8136. $34 95/526.50 8169. $40/527.95 4994. I • • $22.95 7369. $24 95/521.50 8664. $35/527.50 7922. $23518.50 

7971. $22 50/519.50 1057. $19 95 517.50 

7567. $24 95 521.95 8821. $35/526 8656. $25/518.95 

2162. $27 50/521.50 

1792. $22 95 518.50 7559. $20/516.95 4564. $27 50 521.50 8797. $30 522.50 7716. $24 95 520.95 1412. $30/522.95 

1677. $29 95/522.95 3012. $21 95 516.95 2485. S29 95/S21.95 

Save on the best recent history titles. 
No matter what area of history you enjoy reading about most, you'll 

find that History Book Club offers some of the finest selections being 
published today. And no book club we know offers greater savings-
as much as 35% off publishers' list prices. 

You can save even more by taking advantage of our Introductory 
Offer. Select any three books on this page for $1 each when you 
take a fourth book at the low Members' Price, plus shipping and 
handling. Thereafter, you're not obligated to order any more books. 
You may cancel membership at any time by notifying History Book Club. 
We may cancel your membership if you elect not to buy at least 
one book in any six-month period. 

How the Club works. You'll be able to choose from 150 to 200 
books featured each month. History Book Club always offers its 
members well-made, long-lasting editions. 

You'll receive our Review and a dated Reply Form 15 times a year 
(about every 3'/2 weeks), plus up to 4 more offers of special selections. 
If you want the "Editors' Choice," do nothing-the book will come auto
matically. If you want another book, or no books at all, return the Reply 
Form by the date specified. A shipping and handling charge is added to 
each shipment. 

Ybur HBC guarantee: If you receive an unwanted "Editors' 
Choice" because you had less than 10 days to decide, simply return it 
and pay nothing. 

2592. $35/525 3087. $18 95 516.95 5520. i S26.50 

(First price is publisher's list. Boldface is Members' Price.) 

History Book Club 
Camp Hill, PA 17012-0001 

Please enroll me in History Book Club according to the no-risk, no commit
ment terms outlined in the accompanying ad. Send me the four books 
whose numbers I have listed below. Bill me $1 each for the 3 choices on the 
left, and the fourth at the low Members' Price, plus shipping and handling. 

H767-3-0 

2-13 

Name_ 
(Please print clearly | 

Address-

City_ -State-

-Apt. #-

.Zip 

All orders subject to approval. Prices generally higher in Canada. 
1992 History Book Club, Inc. 



NPCA BLOCKS ATTEMPT 
To WIDEN BURR TRAIL 
Conservationists and Garfield County, 
Utah, have been at odds over the Burr 
Trail, a scenic backcountry road wind
ing through two national parks, for three 
decades. The latest set of events, com
pressed into a few days late last year, 
ended with a victory for NPCA. 

In late November, NPCA learned 
that Garfield County planned to move 
equipment into Capitol Reef National 
Park over Thanksgiving weekend to 
widen a portion of the Burr Trail. 

The county claims that through a 1987 
land swap with the state it gained owner
ship of a square mile of land within the 
park that includes part of the switchbacks. 
NPCA challenged the swap in a lawsuit, 
filed before the Utah Supreme Court, 
that has yet to be decided. 

It was this pending case that enabled 
NPCA to block the bulldozers headed 
for the park. In a hearing before the 
state Supreme Court, NPCA argued the 
county had no right to disturb land 

The Burr Trail crosses Capitol Reef NP and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. 

whose ownership is in dispute. The 
court agreed and issued an order bar
ring any action by the county in the 
disputed area. 

"The switchbacks in Capitol Reef are 
one of the most dramatic and environ
mentally vulnerable segments of the en
tire Burr Trail. We were pleased to turn 

back the bulldozers," said Terri Mar
tin, NPCA Rocky Mountain regional 
director. 

Garfield County officials have long 
hoped to widen and pave the full length 
of the Burr Trail. NPCA and other 
groups have fought equally long to 
preserve it as a scenic rural dirt road. 
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a child so far away 
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Soffia Polhemus 
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The Point 
of a View 

As air pollution increasingly obscures the national parks, 
preserving aesthetics becomes a focus for conservationists. 

By Edward T. McMahon 

H ISTORIAN Kenneth Clark once 
observed that "nothing except 
love is so universally appeal

ing as a view." And in America, perhaps 
no view is more appealing than that of 
the Grand Canyon. Unfortunately, on 
many days the canyon simply can't be 
seen. A thick haze obscures the great 
panorama. Much of the haze drifts in 
from a coal-fired power plant 80 miles 
to the northeast. In response the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) has 
ordered the generator to install new air 
pollution control measures—the first 
use of the federal Clean Air Act to pro
tect a scenic vista. 

As nearly 70 national parks and wil
derness areas become obscured by air 
pollution, the battle to preserve the 
Grand Canyon's view has the potential 
for broad impact. "People assume that 
our national parks are pristine enclaves," 
says Molly Ross, assistant chief of air 
quality for the National Park Service. 
"But these places are no longer immune." 

Similarly, Congress is addressing 
legislation that would protect natural 
and historic sites from another kind of 
visual pollution—billboards and inap
propriately sited development. 

This raises an important public policy 
question: In a time of so many pressing 
social needs, how do we justify the ex
penditure of millions, perhaps billions, 
of dollars for purely aesthetic purposes? 

Concern for aesthetic values goes 
back a long way. In describing 
government's relationship to society, 
Plato declared that "statesmen should 
be most concerned about beauty, for its 
power to contribute to the health and 
order of society is great." Thomas 
Jefferson asserted that "communities 
should be planned with an eye to the 
effect on the human spirit of being sur
rounded by a maximum of beauty." 

The battle to preserve the 
Grand Canyon's view has 

potential for broad impact. 

Early conservationists, such as Henry 
David Thoreau and John Muir, were 
largely guided by aesthetic values. 
"People need beauty as well as bread," 
declared Muir in extolling the virtues 
of wilderness. 

In fact, aesthetic values form one of 
the cornerstones of the environmental 
movement and underlie many of our 
traditional environmental and land use 
regulations. The Highway Beautifica-
tion Act, the National Historic Preser
vation Act, the Wilderness Act, the Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act, and the National 
Environmental Policy Act all advance 
aesthetic interests. Among NEPA's 

stated purposes, for example, are en
suring "aesthetically and culturally 
pleasing surroundings" and preserving 
"important historic, cultural, and 
natural aspects of our national heri
tage." The statute also requires federal 
agencies to cultivate "the environmen
tal design arts" and to point out "pres
ently unquantified environmental 
amenities and values" when develop
ing environmental impact statements. 

Although aesthetic considerations 
are the foundation of many environ
mental regulations, expensive cleanups 
such as the one proposed for the Grand 
Canyon are something new. In the last 
two decades, environmental protection 
has primarily concerned itself with us
ing scientific criteria to help in pre
serving ecosystems and protecting hu
man health. This reflects public alarm 
at threats from industrial development 
that began with the killer fogs of the 
1950s, reached widespread attention 
with the publication of Rachel Carson's 
Silent Spring in the 1960s, and ulti
mately resulted in the enactment of the 
major pollution statutes in the 1970s. 

Amendments made in 1977 to the 
Clean Air Act gave the EPA responsi
bility for enforcing "visibility stan
dards" within the national parks, but 
the agency ignored this mandate until 
NPCA and the Environmental Defense 
Fund won a suit eight years ago forcing 
the government to formulate a plan for 
improving visibility at the canyon. In 
1987, a study by the National Park 
Service pinpointed the Navajo Gener
ating Station in northeast Arizona as 
the prime cause of winter-time haze. 
Plumes of sulfur dioxide spew from 
the power plant at the rate of 13 tons 
per hour. When the wind shifts, the 
emissions affect other national parks 
as well: Zion, Bryce Canyon, Capitol 
Reef, and Canyonlands in Utah, Mesa 
Verde in Colorado, and Monument 
Valley and Petrified Forest in Arizona. 

No one disputes the visibility prob
lem at the Grand Canyon. In fact, last 
August the owners of the Navajo Gen
erating Station agreed to decrease air 
pollution by 90 percent following an 
EPA order and negotiations with envi
ronmentalists. This action constitutes 
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the first application ever of the 1977 
amendments to guarantee clear air for 
national parks. Getting it enforced, 
however, took the lawsuit filed against 
EPA. The suit resulted in a court-or
dered schedule for implementation, 
culminating in EPA's declaration ear
lier this year that it would seek a 90-
percent reduction in sulfur dioxide 
emissions from the plant. That number 
dropped to 70 percent under pressure 
from the Council on Competitiveness, 
chaired by Vice President Quayle. The 
90-percent figure was reinstated only 
after environmentalists be
gan direct negotiations with 
the plant's owners. 

What happened at the 
Grand Canyon makes one 
thing clear: aesthetic regula
tion has come a long way 
since early in this century 
when a New Jersey court 
dec la red that "aes the t ic 
considerations are a matter 
of luxury and indulgence 
rather than necessity, and it 
is necessity alone which jus
tifies the exercise of the po
lice p o w e r . " This early 
view—now rejected— slow
ly evolved into the doctrine 
that aesthetics is an appro
priate governmental purpose 
if the regulation also ad
vances other legitimate gov
ernmental purposes, such as 
public health, traffic safety, 
or the protection of property values. 
This "aesthetic plus" doctrine, now the 
rule in a distinct minority of courts, is 
reflected in another New Jersey case, 
United Advertising Corporation v. Bor
ough of Metuchen, which was decided 
in 1964. In upholding a local ordinance 
prohibiting billboards, the court held: 
"There are areas in which aesthetics and 
economics coalesce, areas in which a 
discordant sight is as hard an economic 
fact as an annoying odor or sound." 

When considering the appropriate
ness of aesthetic regulation, one might 
ask, what do billboards along country 
roads, air pollution at Grand Canyon, 
and shopping malls next to Civil War 
battlefields have in common? " Associa-

tional dissonance," for one thing. We 
experience dissonance when conflict
ing meanings or values are combined. 
It occurs in the physical context when 
special places are menaced by environ
mental degradation: billboards along a 
scenic highway or air pollution marring 
the view of North America's greatest 
natural wonder. Both are as out of place 
as empty beer cans in a mountain 
stream. Both evoke outrage and angst, 
similar to the feelings of painful loss 
people experience when a familiar and 
well-loved landmark is demolished. This 

is because our sense of identity not only 
as individuals but also as Americans is 
linked, in a profound way, to special 
buildings, places, and views. 

John Costonis, dean of Vanderbilt 
School of Law, calls these the "icons of 
our environment." Icons like the Grand 
Canyon have rich symbolic importance 
that contribute to our identity no less 
than our linkages to language, religion, 
or culture. This idea, too, goes back a 
long way. In ancient Rome, for example, 
there was a maxim that "a city should 
preserve the visible symbols of its iden
tity to give citizens a sense of security in 
a changing world." EPA Administrator 
William K. Reilly acknowledged similar 
sent iments when he recently com

mented that "the Grand Canyon is to 
the United States what Notre Dame is 
to France. It's a worldwide symbol of 
our country's spirit and beauty." 

An increasing body of opinion rec
ognizes that aesthetics is much more 
than merely a matter of luxury and in
dulgence. The EPA's efforts to protect 
the view of the Grand Canyon show 
that aesthetics is now joining land use 
and environmental concerns as "con
tributing partners," in Dean Costonis' 
words, to what the Supreme Court has 
termed the "quality of life." 

While other values such 
as public health and eco
nomics will continue to play 
a leading role in the conser
vation movement, elected 
officials and environmental 
leaders who seize the op
portunity can help commu
nities and the nation main
tain their unique character, 
identity, and quality of life. 

Costonis explained it this 
way: "The symbolic envi
ronment is not unlike reli
gion, language, or culture, 
where change disorients 
and destabil izes. Unlike 
these anchors of our iden
tity, however, the symbolic 
env i ronmen t inhabi t s a 
physical host—mountains, 
wilderness, historic build
ings, special views." 

The legal justification for 
clearing the air at the Grand Canyon 
may be grounded in aesthetic values, 
but these values have as much to do 
with the need for psychological stabil
ity and cultural continuity as they do 
with beauty. The view of the canyon is 
worth preserving not just because it is 
beautiful, but because it is emblematic 
of America. 

Edward T. McMahon is director of the 
American Greenways Program at Con
servation Fund. This piece was excerpted 
from an article in the May/June 1991 
Environmental Forum, a newsletter 
produced by the Environmental Law In
stitute. Reprinted with permission. 
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Saving the 
Endangered Species Act 

Conservationists combat attempts to 
weaken the act, one of our most effective 

tools for slowing the extinction rate. 

By Linda M. Rancourt 

THE BROWN TREE SNAKE arrived in 

Guam, a U.S. territory in the 
South Pacific, aboard military 

planes during World War II. Dozens of 
the venomous reptiles dropped onto the 
tarmac and wriggled away to reproduce 
and prey on Guam's native birds. By 
the mid-1980s, the snake had extirpated 
virtually all birdlife on the island. 

Now the brown tree snake may be 
moving to Hawaii. A few stowaways— 
some dead, some killed shortly after ar
rival—already have reached the archi
pelago state. If the snake does become 
established in Hawaii, it will be the lat
est in a series of invading exotics that 
have been introduced accidentally or 
on purpose. 

Dogs, rats, pigs, weeds, and some 
insects arrived in Hawaii with the 
Polynesians about 1,600 years ago. Capt. 
Cook followed in 1778 with boatloads 
of sailors and their diseases, as well as 
goats, sheep, cats, and more rats, weeds, 
and insects—including, scientists be
lieve, the mosquito that carries avian 
malaria. Scores of birds disappeared 
from the lowlands as a result of malaria 
and destruction of habitat. In total, an 
estimated 70 percent of native Hawai-

The spectacular iiwi, a honeycreeper, was 
once plentiful throughout the Hawaiian 
islands hut is now imperiled on Oahu and 
Molokai and extinct on Lanai. 

The Hawaiian monk seal is one of only 
two mammals native to Hawaii. 

ian birds have disappeared through 
slaughter, ignorance, or loss of habitat. 
And if the birds were defenseless against 
malaria, they were woefully unprepared 
for the mongoose. A ferret-size mam
mal from India, the mongoose was in
troduced to feed on rats that infested 
sugarcane fields. There was one prob
lem: mongooses wandered the fields by 
day, the rats by night. 

Each year, between 10 and 35 new 
types of pests arrive in Hawaii. The ad
ditions further upset the fragile balance 
that has developed on the island. Ar
gentine ants prey on pollinating insects, 
actors with crucial roles to play in the 
propagation of native plants. The 
beautiful banana poka—a relative of the 

passion flower—overwhelms and 
strangles native trees. Feral pigs root 
through the earth in the rainforest, 
seeking delectables in the soil and, in
advertently, sowing the seeds of pest 
plants, damaging trees, and eroding the 
earth. Goats denude shrubs and trample 
the soil, packing it so solidly that bac
teria cannot grow. 

But all is not lost. A half-dozen envi
ronmental groups and at least one fed
eral agency have joined forces to curb 
the extinction rate in Hawaii. National 
Park Service staff and others methodi
cally eradicate exotic plants and feral 
animals at Hawaii Volcanoes and 
Halcakala national parks. In some places 
around parks and reserves, fences have 
been erected to keep pigs and goats 
out. And Gov. John D. Waihee III, the 
first native Hawaiian to serve in that 
post, has made environmental protec
tion a priority. 

What makes Hawaii's situation so 
extreme is its unique flora and fauna. 
From a single finch-like ancestor, no 
fewer than 47 species or subspecies of 
birds evolved, according to the Natural 
Resources Defense Council report, 
"Extinction in Paradise." This number 
far surpasses the 12 types of Galapagos 
finches that led Charles Darwin to de
velop his theory of evolution. Hawaii 
has only two native mammals, the Ha
waiian bat and the monk seal. Any spe-
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cies that originally managed to migrate 
to the islands had to be able to swim, 
fly, or float. Years after arriving on the 
islands, many creatures and plants lost 
their defenses. For example, the is
lands' flightless birds lack the ability to 
escape hungry predators, and the rasp
berry bushes have no thorns to repel 
shrub-eating goats. 

Twenty-five percent of the U.S. en
dangered and threatened plants and 
birds, or those suggested as candidates 
for listing as such, are found in Hawaii. 
As the "Extinction Capital of the Na
tion," Hawaii presents a chilling argu
ment in support of the Endangered 
Species Act, which comes before Con
gress for reauthorization this spring. The 
act's supporters face the toughest battle 
yet for the nearly 20-year-old law as 
timber, mining, commercial fishing, 
development, and ranching interests 
combine in an effort to gut one of the 
most far-reaching conservation mea
sures ever adopted. The act was ap
proved in its current form in 1973 and 
amended in 1988. 

Scientists estimate that the Earth is 
nearing an extinction of species un-
equaled since that of the age of the di
nosaurs. We may lose as much as 15 
percent of the world's organisms over 
the next 30 years. The Endangered 
Species Act is one of the most effective 
tools for combating this decline. Ad
ministered by both the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife and the National Marine Fish
eries services, the act seeks to identify 
species in danger of ex t inc t ion— 
whether they are amphibians, birds, fish, 
insects, reptiles, plants, mollusks, or 
mammals. The act also directs USFWS 
and NMFS to draft recovery plans for 
each species within the agency's pur
view and to take actions to aid in 
building a species to healthy levels. 
USFWS is responsible for about 90 
percent of the species. NMFS is con
cerned mostly with sea animals, as well 
as creatures such as sea turtles that 
spend part of the time on land. 

The act draws much of its power 
from three elements: section 7, which 
requires federal agencies to confer with 

Among Florida's many native species that 
are now endangered are the West Indian 
manatee (left), the American crocodile 
(above), and the Florida panther (right). 
The panther, with populations down to 
fewer than 50 individuals, would no longer 
be protected if the Endangered Species 
Act were weakened to exclude subspecies. 

USFWS and NMFS before taking an 
action that may affect a threatened or 
endangered species; section 9, which 
prohibits taking—killing, harming in 
any way, or harassing—a listed wildlife 
species; and section 11, which allows 
civilians to bring suit against those in 
violation of the act, including federal 
agencies. 

The ability to sue has proven invalu
able. Several years ago, a suit filed by 
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund 
forced USFWS to either list or declare 
extinct 186 Hawaiian plant species 
within three years. Another suit will 
swell the list with about 150 West Coast 
species. 

"The suits were brought because 
there had not been a single species listed 
from Hawaii in several years," said Faith 
Campbell, senior research associate with 
the Natural Resources Defense Council 
(NRDC). About 80 percent of the can
dida te and listed endangered and 
threatened species are located in the 
USFWS region that includes Hawaii, 
California, Oregon, and Washington.. 
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Currently, the federal list includes 
675 endangered or threatened species 
and nearly 900 "candidate one" spe
cies—those which either USFWS or 
NMFS believes should be listed, but 
has not acted on because of a lack of 
time, money, or personnel. "Candidate 
two" species—more than 3,000—are 
those which USFWS or NMFS consid
ers likely to need listing. On average, 
only about 50 species are added to the 
list each year. The process is time-con
suming and costly. For each listed spe
cies, USFWS or NMFS must draft a 
recovery plan. Of the 675 species actu
ally on the list, recovery plans have been 
drafted for about 370. Even with re
covery plans, protections may come too 
late. Both the Palos Verde blue butter
fly and the dusky seaside sparrow be
came extinct after being listed. Others, 
such as Florida's panther, torreya tree, 
and scrub jay, are balanced precariously 
on the edge of extinction. 

While few species on the list have 
recovered enough to be taken off, some 
have been upgraded from endangered 

to threatened. The American alligator 
is among the most notable. The popu
larity of rough, leathery, alligator-skin 
handbags, shoes, and other clothing ac
cessories nearly pushed the big, prehis
toric reptile into oblivion. Protection 
afforded by the Endangered Species Act 
helped to bolster the alligator's num
bers. The act also allows for captive 
breeding projects for endangered spe
cies with dangerously low populations, 
and in January two captive-bred Cali
fornia condors were released into the 
wild. But such success stories are rare. 

"All of the funding goes to the char
ismatic megafauna," said N R D C ' s 
Campbell. "Very little is going to plants 
or invertebrates." 

The National Park Sendee also is 
guilty of spending a majority of its funds 
on a few species. NPS spent a total of 
$3,809,200 on endangered species last 
year. Six species—grizzly bear, gray 
wolf, Amer ican pe reg r ine falcon, 
Florida panther, bald eagle, and piping 
plover—received 65 percent of the 
funding. "People ask more questions 

about these species and that encour
ages more research," says Margaret 
Osborne, endangered species coordi
nator for NPS. These species also tend 
to require more active management. 

Conservationists believe more atten
tion must be paid to the insects and 
other invertebrates. Though small and 
often unappealing, they play critical 
roles in maintaining the health of an 
ecosystem. In addition, conservation
ists maintain the act must go beyond a 
species-by-species approach. The law 
should include protections for the eco
systems vital to the survival of endan
gered creatures. "The problem with the 
law is we may take management actions 
in an area for one species," says NPCA's 
Laura Loomis, deputy director of con
servation programs, "yet the law should 
take the entire ecosystem into account, 
an action that, overall, could be cheaper 
and far more effective." The act also 
should include some form of protec
tion for candidate species while they 
await listing. 

This spring conservationists will push 
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There is hope for the black-footed ferret, 
above, thanks to captive breeding. The 
Park Service helps protect the piping 
plover, right, by restricting human activity 
near nesting sites at national seashores. 

to strengthen the act, while opponents 
will work to weaken it. During these 
fights the law becomes more suscep
tible to political manipulation. Syndi
cated columnist Jack Anderson recently 
described the perils of the Louisiana 
black bear, a subspecies of the North 
American bear. Anderson called the 
bear's plight "a rerun of the spotted 
owl fiasco in the Pacific Northwest," 
and added that "the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service is finding every excuse 
in the book to avoid federal protection 
for the bear." Pressure from the timber 
industry is blamed. 

The bear is not the first subspecies 
to suffer under the Bush Administra
tion, a distinction that belongs to the 
Mt. Graham squirrel. The squirrel got 
in the way of plans by the University of 
Arizona to build a telescope on Mt. 
Graham, the creature's only habitat. It 
was this controversy that provided a 
catalyst for one of Interior Secretary 
Manuel Lujan's more memorable lines, 
"Do we really need to save every sub
species?" Apparently, the court that 
ruled on the case did not think so. The 
university was given a go-ahead to build. 

Maintaining protection for subspe
cies within the act is very important, for 
without it, we could lose the critically 
endangered Florida panther, the Loui
siana black bear, and other subspecies. 

Lumber, ranching, and commercial 
interests have proven to be strong and 

single-minded. Heated verbal battles 
have erupted over proposals to list the 
spotted owl, marbled murrelet, Califor
nia gnatcatcher, delta smelt, and sock-
eye salmon as endangered or threatened. 
The timber industry maintains that the 
spotted owl's threatened status will cost 
thousands of jobs. But the industry, al
ready in decline, has been losing jobs 
for some time. 

Pressure from political interests was 
partly to blame for a snafu two years 
ago. The General Accounting Office 
found in 1990 that the original report 
to list the spotted owl had been altered 
to show that there was no need for do
ing so. Last fall, Lujan invoked the En
dangered Species Committee—nick
named the God Committee—to deter
mine the fate of the owl, now listed as 
threatened. The seven-member panel, 
made up of six senior government offi
cials and a resident of Oregon, will de
cide this spring whether to permit tim
ber sales on land that provides habitat 
for the owl. 

"This is definitely a rocky time," says 
Michael Bean, chairman of the wildlife 
program for the Environmental Defense 
Fund. "It's not just the spotted owl. 
Opponents will argue that now that the 
economy is weak, we cannot afford such 
'frivolous' things as protecting the delta 
smelt." 

When the act first was passed, few 
imagined the list would grow beyond 

several of the more popularly known 
mammals and birds. Everyone favored 
protection for these species, in part, 
because it was difficult to argue for ex
tinction. Now listing species involves 
economic costs. But Bean and others 
argue that saving endangered species is 
in our long-term interest, economic or 
otherwise. Scientists recently discovered 
taxol, a cancer-fighting substance, in the 
bark of the Pacific yew, a tree found in 
old-growth forests of the Pacific 
Northwest. Until recently, loggers con
sidered the yew a trash tree. The rosy 
periwinkle was on the verge of extinc
tion when scientists discovered its value 
in treating leukemia. 

Even though economic pressure to 
weaken the law is great, there are signs 
that some states, organizations, and 
politicians are willing to work to save 
endangered species. 

Florida, following an NPCA initia
tive, has set an ambitious goal—to 
maintain biodiversity in a state where 
nearly every species is in decline. The 
governor's office, along with NPCA, 
formed a steering committee. A final 
report is expected to recommend a se
ries of steps from acquiring land to fur
ther educating the state's residents. 
Most steps, though, will require 
money—and finding funds in fiscal hard 
times has become increasingly difficult. 

In Balancing on the Brink of Extinc
tion: The Endangered Species Act and 
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Lessons for the Future, U.S. Rep. John 
Dingell, (D-Mich.), a co-sponsor of the 
original bill, writes: "Living wild spe
cies are like a library of books still 
unread. Our heedless destruction of 
them is akin to burning that library 
without ever having read its books." 

Some of those books can be found 
on the shelves provided by the 358-unit 
National Park System. In the NPCA 
publication Our Common Lands: De
fending the National Parks, Bean writes: 
"Today, other species imperiled...find 
in the National Park System refuge from 
the myriad threats that beleaguer them 
elsewhere...hopes for the future recov
ery of many endangered species hinge 
on populations now largely confined to 
national parks." 

An estimated 131 endangered and 
threatened species are represented in 
123 national park system units, the 
largest number in Florida, California, 
and the Midwest. Some parks, such as 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
in San Francisco, have a number of 
flowers and butterflies found nowhere 
else. NPS plays an active role in the 
recovery of many species, including 
Kemp's ridley sea turtle, Florida pan
ther, grizzly bear, American peregrine 
falcon, and piping plover. The service 
has an extensive program under way to 
help the plover, which includes ban
ning dune buggies, beach-goers, and 
their unleashed dogs from nesting sites 
at the national seashores. 

The National Park Service Act of 
1916 provides a legal foundation for 
the park system, and "declares that the 
fundamental purpose...is to conserve the 
scenery and wildlife therein." But NPS 
has not always followed this guideline. 
In the past, predators—such as bob
cats, bears, and wolves—were system
atically killed in the parks, and streams 
were routinely poisoned to clear the way 
for non-native trout species. Rare plants 
have been trampled by visitors making 
way for a scenic overlook, and others 
have been run over by NPS mainte
nance trucks. 

"Ideally, the park would find out 
what we have and place a priority on 
the inventory to alert everyone not to 
do anything to harm the species," says 

The Chisos Mountain hedgehog cactus, a 
threatened species, grows only in and near 
Big Bend National Park in Texas. 

Osborne. "Frogs are disappearing from 
some western parks. There is a world
wide decline in amphibians and no one 
knows what's wrong." [See National 
Parks, July/Aug. 1990.] 

A $2-billion backlog in maintenance 
costs and inadequate congressional 
funding make coming up with the funds 
for research and inventory lists a dis
tant hope. Even so, this year Si.25 mil
lion was added to a base budget of 
$660,000 to support a service-wide, 
species inventory and monitoring pro
gram. This launches what is hoped will 
be a ten-year effort that will require as 
much as $25 million each year to ad

dress the Park Service's already identi
fied inventory and monitoring needs. 
NPCA has long advocated increased 
funding for NPS. In its nine-volume 
National Park System Plan, NPCA rec
ommended that the Park Service's re
search program be expanded and pro
vided with funds, staff, and legislation 
necessary to generate information for 
sound resource management. 

Although parks provide much-
needed habitat, neither the Park Ser
vice nor any other agency can protect 
endangered wildlife and plants without 
the necessary tools. Bean and many 
other conservationists fear the re
authorization process may weaken the 
Endangered Species Act. 

The act was a landmark decision 
made by the president and Congress in 
1973 and sent a signal to the rest of the 
world that species other than Homo sa
piens were worth preserving. As Rep. 
Dingell wrote in his essay: "The admin
istration that assumed office in January 
1989 could make no clearer signal of its 
commitment to an improved environ
ment than by seeking the expanded re
sources necessary to carry out the En
dangered Species Act." 

Linda M. Rancourt is associate editor of 
National Parks magazine. 

Keep the Act Intact 
"The last word in ignorance is the 
man who says of an animal or plant: 
what good is it?" 

—Aldo Leopold 

To protect the Endangered Species 
Act, write to your members of Con
gress and urge them to co-sponsor 
H.R. 4045, introduced by Rep. Gerry 
Studds (D-Mass.). Write to your 
senators and urge them to co-spon
sor a measure to reauthorize the En
dangered Species Act, to be intro
duced by Sen. Max Baucus, (D-
Mont.). 

You can also ask your legislators 

to describe their position on the En
dangered Species Act. 

In letters to legislators, underscore 
support for these specific points: 
A Protection for ecosystems. 
A Protection for candidate species 
while they await listing. 
A Continued protection for all of the 
subspecies. 
A Appropriation of the funds neces
sary to carry out the act's directives. 

Write to representatives at the 
U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515; and to 
senators at the U.S. Senate, Wash
ington, DC 20510. 
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Hunting for a Balance 
Alaska struggles to reconcile preservation, 

sport hunting, and an age-old way of 
life in its national parks. 

By Jeffrey R. Richardson 

SUBSISTENCE is not just a way to live 
but a way of life. For thousands of 
years, subsistence hunting, fishing, 

and gathering have sustained aborigi
nal Alaskans who harvest game, fish, 
and plants for food, shelter, fuel, cloth
ing, tools, or transport. It also has sus
tained non-Natives who have made 
Alaska their home. 

Although there is no equivalent Na
tive Alaskan word for subsistence, all 
aboriginal languages have rich vocabu
laries reflecting a deep awareness of and 
connection to the natural world. Native 
people define themselves individually 
and collectively by this connection, 
drawing on ancient traditions of cos
mology, wildlife harvest, and commu
nity sharing to measure their sense of 
well-being. 

"Subsistence is almost the lifeblood 
of this area," says Ralph Tingey, super
intendent of three national park units 
totaling nearly 9 million acres in north
west Alaska. These are the Noatak Na
tional Preserve, Kobuk Valley National 
Park, and Cape Krusenstern National 
Monument, the last two of which were 
created, in part, to recognize the rich 
culture of the Inupiat Eskimo. 

Today, Alaska's subsistence hunters 
and fishermen face a number of chal
lenges besides rugged terrain, a harsh 
climate, and the unpredictable vagaries 

of nature. The mandate given by Con
gress to conserve Alaskan fish and 
wildlife populations and still manage 
them for a variety of consumptive uses, 
including sport and commercial har
vests, is complex enough. Doing this in 
coordination with a variety of land 
management jurisdictions—including 
five federal agencies, several state agen
cies, many local governments, and native 
landowners—has created a growing 
morass of confusion, paperwork, and 
uncertainty. 

Much of this administrative com
plexity dates from the Alaska Native 
Claims Se t t l ement Act (ANCSA) , 
passed by Congress in 1971 to resolve 
long-standing aboriginal claims to most 
of the state. The act confirmed Native 
title to 44 million acres of Alaska and 
extinguished remaining claims with a 
$1 billion payment. Much of the land 
was—and is—highly valued for subsis
tence harvesting. Ownership was vested 
in 13 regional Native corporations and 
more than 200 village corporations. 

In 1980, Congress passed the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act (ANILCA), which granted perma
nent protection to 104 million acres of 
federal land, including more than 40 
million acres of parkland. In ANILCA, 
Congress gave its explicit blessing to 
continued subsistence harvesting on 

federal lands by both Native and non-
Native rural residents. 

The act gave subsistence use priority 
over sport and commercial harvests in 
the event of wildlife declines, but af
firmed that even subsistence use would 
be restricted to protect threatened 
populations. ANILCA also directed 
federal agencies to take fish and game 
management authority on federal lands 
away from the state of Alaska in the 
event the state failed to recognize the 
subsistence priority. This scenario, 
unwelcomed by all concerned, came to 
pass in 1989 when the Alaska Supreme 
Court struck down the state's conform
ing subsistence law. 

Now, a Federal Subsistence Board is 
struggling to develop a workable game 
management system for federal lands, 
while rival political factions, represent
ing sport and subsistence hunters and 
fishermen, struggle over compromise 
legislation that would satisfy both 
ANILCA's requirements and state ju
dicial guidelines. 

ANILCA also made a significant ad
dition to National Park Service respon
sibilities by authorizing subsistence 
hunting in seven new or expanded parks 

The skins of animals such as fox provide 

the raw materials for boats and clothing in 

some Native Alaskan villages. 
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in Alaska. At the same time, the Park 
Service was given the job of managing 
several new, large national preserves, 
open to both subsistence and sport 
hunting. This congressional edict sig
naled a radical departure for the Park 
Service, which is directed through the 
National Park Act of 1916 "to conserve 
the scenery and the natural and historic 
objects and the wildlife...unimpaired for 
the enjoyment of future generations." 
Accordingly, the Park Service has had a 
tradition of strict preservation. 

Some critics feared that allowing any 
hunting in national parks, even subsis
tence, could lead to conflict with other 
park values and abuse of resources. 
They feared it also could pose difficul
ties for NPS staff, already spread thin 
and accustomed to the traditional pre
servation mandate. 

A decade after ANILCA's passage, 
the jury is still out on how hunting on 
lands under NPS jurisdiction is affect
ing the parks. Comments by park man
agers and regional staff suggest that 
some of the most feared consequences 
of subsistence hunting have not come 
to pass. Although hunting methods, 
such as using all-terrain-vehicles (ATVs) 

to reach traditional areas, have created 
concerns, in large part Park Service 
personnel have embraced the spirit and 
letter of ANILCA. Most managers real
ize that subsistence hunting and fishing 
in Alaska are long-standing necessities 
that deserve a place. 

Karen Wade, superintendent of the 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park and 
Preserve, said ANILCA's subsistence 
provision "is extremely important. The 
Ahtna people [of this area] are still de
pendent on subsistence resources, not 
only for cultural reasons but also for 
economic needs. For non-Natives, those 
who have settled here for a long time, 
it's also a part of their lifestyle." 

A variety of wildlife lives in Wrangell-
St. Elias National Park, providing valu
able resources to people of the area. 
Among the wildlife are moose, caribou, 
hare, Dall sheep, mountain goat, bear, 
waterfowl, and salmon. People who rely 
on subsistence also can find berries and 
other plants, including trees to build 
houses and to burn as fuel, in the park. 

Although there are some concerns 
about depleting wildlife populations by 
allowing subsistence hunting, this 
method accounts for only a small part 

Native Alaskans from Gambell Village 
remove the muktuk, or skin, from a right 
whale. The skin is a source of food. 

of the fish and game harvested in the 
state. According to the Alaska Depart
ment of Fish and Came, 95 percent of 
the annual harvest (mostly fish) is taken 
by commercial fishermen; one percent 
by sport hunters and anglers; and tour 
percent through subsistence. 

Along the southcentral coast, Aleu
tian Islands, and in the interior, subarc
tic regions, Alaskans harvest an average 
of more than 370 pounds per person 
each year of fish, land mammals, ma
rine mammals, and other wild resources. 
In the colder northwest and Arctic re
gions, partly because there are fewer 
other food sources, the per capita har
vest reaches 610 pounds. Average U.S. 
families purchase 255 pounds of meat, 
fish, and poultry each year. 

Though keenly aware that their ten
ure on the land predates park designa
tion, rural Alaskans, both Native and 
non-Native, have been working with the 
federal government to make a fit be
tween their lives and the subsistence 
rules laid out in ANILCA. Wilson Jus-
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Snowmobiles have replaced the traditional 
dog sleds in many Native villages. Here, a 
caribou is prepared for transport. 

tin is president of Ahtna, Inc., a Na
tive corporation in the Wrangell-St. 
Elias region. According to Justin, sub
sistence is a simple concept that be
comes complicated only because of the 
"inability of bureaucrats to think in 
terms of people's needs and concerns. 
Subsistence is value-driven. The bu
reaucracy is regulation-driven. You can't 
regulate values." 

While nearly as frustrated with the 
federal as with the state bureaucracy 
for managing fish and game, Justin notes 
that at least the federal government has 
recognized the critical importance of 
subsistence to rural Alaska and its le
gitimate place in the state's social, eco
nomic, and ecological fabric. 

As the debate over regulatory con
trol continues, rural Alaskans do the 
best they can to deal with the shitting 
landscape of rules and restrictions. 
Cultures are always in flux, and Native 
cultures in Alaska are no different. 
Subsistence has changed in some of its 
aspects, chiefly technological. Firearms. 

outboard motors, aluminum skiffs, air
planes, four-wheelers, and snowmobiles 
have long been accepted as tools of the 
subsistence harvest. 

Although ANILCA permits use of 
some of these technologies in some ar
eas, their use causes anxiety for land 
managers, a worry that has been some
what pre-empted by the political hassle 
over regulatory jurisdiction. The con
cern they cause varies from unit to unit. 
The greatest worry is not necessarily 
that hunters use the vehicles to track 
and transport game, but rather the ve
hicles' impact on vegetation and soil. 
"ATVs are a major problem in bush 
Alaska. They're impossible to manage 
in a practical sense. They really tear 
things up," says NPCA's Alaska Re
gional Director Mary Grisco. 

Staff in Gates of the Arctic National 
Park and Preserve have been monitor
ing a potentially serious problem with 
ATVs, according to Chief Ranger Bruce 
Collins. He says the Nunamiut people 
of Anaktuvuk Pass, a village that lies 
within the park's boundaries, use ATVs 
extensively to hunt caribou. The ma
chines not only damage the ground's 
surface, bu t also are aesthetically 

unappealing and seem out of context in 
the wilderness, he said. But he added 
that villagers are well aware of the po
tential for damage and are studying the 
effects of ATV use. 

A more widespread problem in rela
tion to subsistence and its impact on 
park resources is the lack of adequate 
data. Some park managers say that they 
don't have enough information about 
the plants, animals, and other species 
within park boundaries to make wise 
management decisions. NPS receives 
less research money than any other fed
eral land management agency, and 
conducting inventory and maintaining 
up-to-date species lists is a problem 
throughout the park system. 

A key issue tied to the need for 
baseline data is a question that will have 
to be addressed sometime in the future: 
what happens as small communities of 
50, 75, or 150 people grow larger over 
time? As pressure on resources in
creases, park managers will have to 
guard against overburdening plant and 
animal populations. 

There are fears that sport hunters 
may be depleting or endangering the 
wildlife resources relied on bv subsis-
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Despite fears that subsistence hunting will 
deplete wildlife populations, it accounts 
for only a small portion of the harvest. 
Above, a fishwheel that catches salmon as 
they migrate. At right, salmon eggs drying. 

tence hunters and fishermen. In the 
event that wildlife populations begin to 
suffer, park managers may have to allo
cate between sport and subsistence 
hunters. To do so, park managers must 
have the ability to distinguish between 
uses, and that requires data. "One of 
our big concerns now is being able to 
get the baseline data and getting good 
information on traditional and custom
ary use. Right now, we're pretty much 
winging it," says Ken Atkinson at Bering 
Land Bridge National Preserve. 

Getting subsistence users to accu
rately report their harvests has long been 
a sensitive topic for two reasons. People 
were reluctant to expose themselves, 
family, or neighbors to prosecution for 
illegal, but sometimes economically 
necessary, hunting. And Native Alas
kans have feared that reporting their 
harvests would make them appear in 

agreement with efforts to regulate their 
livelihood. In part, they believe an at
tempt to regulate their hunting is an 
effort to satisfy the more politically 
powerful sport hunters. 

Native Alaskans "are not used to 
[regulation], they resent it," says Grisco. 
"They say, 'we depend on this, this is 
how we live.' They resent having to get 

a permit to do something they've done 
for a long time. I think a lot of people 
can understand that." 

In addition, issuing permits creates a 
bureaucratic burden for the National 
Park Service. Field checks, one method 
of monitoring the process, may be diffi
cult to implement because of money 
shortages and the vast areas involved. 
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Park superintendent Wade notes that 
the authority ot the National Park Ser
vice to sort out conflicts was curtailed 
under the state regulatory system and is 
still diluted even under the temporary 
federal system that gives the Park Ser
vice one out of six votes on the subsis
tence board. "Conflicts about con
sumptive use are already here in 
Wrangell-St. Elias. We have a lot of 
hunting—sport and subsistence—going 
on in the preserve, probably more than 
in the other areas. So we do have com
petition. We've reached a point where 
there has to be some concern about the 
balance." 

Wade says NPS lacks the authority 
to directly balance conservation and 
consumptive use, or competitive con
sumptive uses. As a result, the Park 
Service cannot ensure protection of 
subsistence use, or wildlife populations, 
something directly at odds with the NPS 
mandate. 

One key to successfully resolving the 
subsistence issue may be found in the 
emerging relationships between park 
managers like Wade and those Alas
kans living in and around parklands. 
Managers note the high level of coop
eration they receive from many local 
people, despite frustration with paper
work, rules, and overlapping jurisdic
tions. Perhaps the two groups are dis
covering that ANILCA has provided 
the foundation for new, workable alli
ances to protect both the parks and the 
people who depend on park resources 
against the pressures of the modern era. 

For subsistence hunters and fisher
men, especially those whose ancestors 
wandered Alaska's midlands thousands 
of years ago, the imperative to protect 
the land arises from the need to pre
serve not only their livelihood, but also 
their identity. Daisy Mae Lamont, a 
Yupik leader from southwest Alaska, 
recently noted: "It's not only food, it's 
our mind, body, and soul. We can't 
afford to let that go because that is us, 
that's who we are." 

Jeffrey R. Richardson, a writer who has 
lived in Alaska for 22 years, focuses on 
natural resources and sustainable com
munities. 

Traditional rights, modern problems 

IN SOME CASES, Native subsistence 
hunters and fishermen have 
proven to be allies to regulators— 

sharing their knowledge about 
Alaska's resources. Natives of the 
Yukon-Kuskokwin Delta cooperated 
with efforts to limit spring hunting of 
four species of migratory geese, and 
Inupiat Eskimos of the Arctic Coast 
have earned praise for policing their 
harvest of bowhead whales. 

Despite these alliances, there are 
still conflicts over the harvest of wild
life protected under federal laws. The 
primary protection laws are Marine 
Mammal Protection, Migratory Bird 
Treaty, and Endangered Species acts. 
They strictly control the killing of ani
mals in their purview, but subsistence 
is frequently an exception. And it is 
an exception that causes concern 
among natural resource managers, in 
part, because subsistence is an an
cient lifestyle trying to exist in a mod
ern world. Natives no longer exclu
sively use bows, arrows, and harpoons 
to put food on the table. Frequently 
snowmobiles are used to conduct 
hunting expeditions, and sometimes 
animals are killed not just for food 
but for commercial gain. 

Natives harvest the endangered sea 
otter, use its skin for crafts, and sell 
these goods to tourists. This practice 
has been upheld by a recent court 
ruling, which agreed that trade was a 
customary and traditional use of the 

animal, a practice allowed under the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act. But 
resource managers worry about the 
effects on the species as demand and 
tourism increase. 

Recently, a top executive of a Na
tive regional corporation in the 
Yukon-Kuskokwin Delta pleaded 
guilty to shipping illegally killed geese. 
He was convicted of violating a 
spring-time hunting ban on four spe
cies of geese—the same ban Natives 
had helped to foster. In addition, 
some natives of the Delta continue to 
harvest the eggs of these same geese. 

Several species of whales, seals, and 
walrus fill larders in many Alaskan 
coastal communities and provide raw 
materials for skin boats, clothing, and 
other items. Walrus ivory and baleen, 
a natural filter that stretches across 
the mouths of some whales, are used 
extensively in handicrafts. 

Although federal protection laws 
exist and limits have been placed on 
hunting in some instances, even U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife officers admit 
Alaska—given its size—is nearly im
possible to patrol effectively. As the 
population of Natives continues to 
climb, tourism continues to grow, and 
animals continue to be endangered, 
conservationists, Native peoples, and 
resource managers will be keeping an 
eye on the effects of subsistence hunt
ing and fishing. 

—the Editors 
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The Anasazi constructed scores of 
pueblos, dwellings, and towers including 
the Hovenweep Castle in Utah. 

PHOTO BY SCOTT S. WARREN 

Ancient 
Metropolis 

NPCA and archaeologists push for a 
new park in Montezuma Valley, the heart of 

the Southwest's Anasazi civilization. 

By Michele Strutin 



DOVE CREEK, a town in the 
southwest corner of Colo
rado, bills itself as the Pinto 

Bean Capital. Little more than a wide 
place in the road, it lies along Route 
666, the two-lane highway that con
nects Cortez, Colorado, and Mon-
ticello, Utah. 

Along the roadside is a broad pla
teau of high desert, some of it beans, 
some of it dryland wheat, and some 
just scrub juniper and sage. To the 
west are the smoke-colored Abajo 
Mountains, to the south lies the 
craggy profile of the Sleeping Ute 
Range, and to the northeast soar the 
snow-cloaked San Juans—the spiked 
southern edge of the Rockies. 

Here in Montezuma Valley, near 
the Four Corners, where Colorado, 
Utah, Arizona, and New Mexico 
meet, weather can be capricious. The 
Abajos may be gripped in the fists of 
black thunderclouds while a rainbow 
hovers before the San Juans and the 
sun streams down on all else. This cor
ner of Colorado is populated by fewer 
than 15,000 people. But 800 years ago, 
the area was home to as many as 40,000 
Anasazi—the Ancient Ones—as the 
Navajo call them. The Anasazi also built 
and lived in the famed cliff houses at 
nearby Mesa Verde National Park. 
Dwellings there are among the most 
notable and best preserved in the U.S., 
but, in the time of the Anasazi, Mesa 
Verde was only an outlying settlement 
of 4,000 people. 

The Anasazi flourished in Monte
zuma Valley from about 800 to 1250 
A.D, but by 1300 the people were gone, 
the valley abandoned. Anthropologists 
believe the Anasazi moved south to the 
Rio Grande Valley, where their descen
dants, present-day Pueblo tribes, now 
live. Why they left is difficult to answer. 

Anthropologists and archaeologists 
want the chance to solve the mystery 
and, at the same time, preserve what 
The Archaeological Conservancy calls 
"the largest, most extensive undevel
oped archaeological resource in the 
United States." The Conservancy, an 
organization devoted to preserving the 
country's archaeological heritage, has 
joined with NPCA and other groups to 

Workers search for artifacts at Sand 
Canyon Pueblo in Cortez, Colorado. The 
site is one of America's first towns. 

advocate creating a new national his
torical park. 

The proposed park area would in
clude some of the largest sites along the 
30-mile Anasazi corridor, huge pueblos 
such as Yellowjacket, Mud Springs, and 
Goodman Point—America's first real 
towns. Each had more than a thousand 
ground-level rooms and more in stories 
above. Each had more than 100 kivas, 
circular rooms used for religious cer
emonies as well as family gatherings. 
Yellowjacket, for example, had 128 
kivas, 28 towers, between 1,500 and 
2,000 rooms, and a Great Kiva. The site 
also includes sophisticated astronomi
cal features. 

Dr. William Lipe, professor of an
thropology at Washington State Uni
versity, is also research director of Crow 
Canyon Archaeological Center in 
Colorado. The center is doing exten
sive research in Montezuma Valley. 
"Anasazi history is valuable in and of 
itself, as a unique thread," Lipe says. 
"But it also has a lot to teach us about 
how all of us developed. Their history 
is a microcosm of cultural change found 
all over the world because most cultures 
progressed from small farming to long-
term sustainable social organizations." 

The Montezuma Valley Anasazi were 
in the midst of this progression when 
they disappeared. 

The primary value of these sites 
is that, unlike areas in more popu
lous parts of the world, they present 
a clear archaeological progression 
unobscured by layers of later civili
zations. "But to the untrained eye, 
there's not much to see," says Mark 
Michel, president of The Archaeo
logical Conservancy. "It looks like 
big piles of rock covered with sage 
out in the middle of bean fields." 

Unfortunately, archaeologists are 
not the only ones who can see past 
the sage. Looters, too, see the hid
den value in these ancient sites. By 
asking Congress to designate a na
tional historical park, scientists and 
conservationists hope to protect 
these areas for posterity as well as 

for public education and for scientific 
research. 

What caused the collapse of the 
Anasazi culture in Montezuma Valley, 
says Michel, is all idle speculation now. 
"There are no dates and no site plans, 
no remote sensing, not even a basic sur
vey of the sites." And this is why the 
park proposal includes a ten-year re
search project to be associated with a 
research center there. Park proponents 
would like to see the research center 
associated with a visitor center, perhaps 
at Yellowjacket, where people could see 
archaeologists at work and watch layers 
of history peeled back before their eyes. 

Currently what is known about the 
Montezuma Valley Anasazi is that small 
agricultural settlements showed up in 
the area about 2,000 years ago. Primi
tive hunters and gatherers in the Four 
Corners region can be traced back 
10,000 to 12,000 years, but these farm
ing groups were the first appearance of 
early Anasazi. By 800 A.D., the Anasazi 
were a noticeable population, farming 
maize, squash, and beans similar to 
pinto beans on the upland soils between 
Cortez and Monticello. During that pe
riod, Anasazi structures were primitive. 
Their family and storage rooms were 
mud-surfaced, and the pit structures 
that later became ceremonial kivas had 
unlined, earthen walls. 
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By 1200, the Anasazi were living in 
large towns such as Yellowjacket. The 
thousands living in each of the towns 
were complemented by populations 
living in a sprinkling of smaller, outly
ing settlements. The "apartment 
houses" in these towns were masonry 
structures where extended families lived 
together in four to 12 associated rooms. 
Each extended family had a small kiva, 
ten to 18 feet in diameter. 

On important ceremonial days, the 
Anasazi would gather in Great Kivas, 
as big as 70 feet in diameter, that were 
often aligned with astronomical events 
such as solstices. Ceremonial days may 
even have attracted outlying settlers. 
Archaeologists believe that Montezuma 
Valley had become a trading and politi
cal center for Anasazi communities 
scattered throughout the Four Corners 
region. 

The Anasazi of the 1200s were clearly 
moving toward urbanization, but just 
100 years later all the town sites were 
abandoned. It must be remembered, 
says Dr. Lipe, "that early complex so
cieties are unstable. Period. When the 
Roman Empire fell, Romans didn't go 
away, the system dissipated; they 
stopped doing complex things." 

In this case, the system may have 
gone elsewhere, probably to the Rio 
Grande Valley. The severe drought of 
1276 to 1299 may have been the final 
reason the society fell apart. "It's docu
mented in the tree-ring record," says 
Michel, "but it's probably not the only 
factor." 

Both Lipe and Michel suggest other 
possible influences, including a cooling 
trend that eliminated farming at higher 
elevations and an ever-widening net
work of arroyos that cut into the flood-
plain of the Dolores River because of 
overuse. The two men also suggest that 
the Anasazi may have been drawn to 
new dynamic communities near the Rio 
Grande and Little Colorado, and social 
structures may have suffered because 
of a growing population and its in
creased demands on natural resources. 
These demands could have created 
shortages of materials and food and 
provided the catalyst for wars. 

During the past two decades, re

searchers have relied on increasingly 
sophisticated techniques for providing 
at least some answers to questions about 
the past. Satellite images, sensitive to 
heat and other factors, show prehistoric 
structures, old roads, even half-buried 
irrigation systems. Tree-ring dating and 
pollen analysis give environmental 
snapshots of earlier times. 

Dating techniques include carbon-
14 deterioration and archaeomagnetism. 
The latter analyzes rocks found in an
cient fire rings. Iron in rocks lines up at 
magnetic North when heated. Because 
scientists have determined the move
ments of the magnetic North Pole over 
the centuries, scientists can match rock 
"poles" to those of the magnetic North 
Pole and estimate the date of a fire. 

Dr. Lipe says the most useful high-
tech tool is computer modeling of the 
population and the environment. He 
and other Crow Canyon archaeologists, 
who have focused their work on Sand 
Canyon Pueblo, do surface testing 
within a 7.5-mile radius from the center 
of the pueblo. Because their sophisti
cated tools provide so much informa
tion, they plan on digging no more than 
12 percent of the site. 

By comparison, notes Michel, "At 
Mesa Verde, they excavated everything. 
And you always destroy something when 
you do that. At Chaco [Culture Na
tional Historical Park], archaeologists 

Pottery is just one of the indicators 
archaeologists use to pinpoint time periods 
and a community's development. 

burned vigas [logs used as roof sup
ports] as firewood in the pre-1920s, be
fore they knew anything about tree-ring 
dating. The current philosophy is to al
ways preserve part of a site." And the 
hope, says Michel, is that additional 
knowledge can be gleaned from un
touched sites as techniques continue to 
evolve. 

Although archaeologists have known 
about the Montezuma Valley sites for 
years, they have only recently developed 
tools sophisticated enough to assess the 
sites. Earlier archaeologists did not at
tempt to analyze the area because they 
looked at each spot as an isolated unit, 
not as a center of Anasazi civilization. 

Recent archaeological discoveries 
have helped spark interest in creating a 
park, and those who favor the idea feel 
a sense of urgency. The longer these 
sites go unprotected, the more weather 
and erosion will ravage the fragile sand
stone, and the more sites will be de
stroyed by looters. 

Although there are a variety of plans 
being discussed, the most popular one 
calls for a core park surrounded by a 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) 
conservation area. The BLM area would 
allow multiple uses such as farming, but 
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only if those activities do not jeopar
dize archaeological resources. As many 
as ten separate sites could be incorpo
rated into the park, but only one would 
be interpreted for the public. Scenic 
easements on lands surrounding this site 
would be required in order to preserve 
the historic viewshed, which could in
clude current farmland. The majority 
of acreage under consideration is now 
owned by federal agencies and The Ar
chaeological Conservancy. About 15 
percent of the proposed park is owned 
by private individuals, and a handful of 
landowners would be affected. Al
though a small but vocal opposition to 
the park exists, most of the landowners 
in question are willing sellers. 

In fact, William Winkler has been 
protecting his 46.5-acre site for just such 
a situation. Winkler's father-in-law 
Ansel Hall, the Park Sendee's first chief 
naturalist, bought the land 50 years ago 
when he recognized its importance. The 
site contains a three-story-high Anasazi 
structure, a Great Kiva, and 28 smaller 
kivas. By comparison, Mesa Verde has 
only 23 kivas. 

A Mesa Verde concessioner who 
produces and markets videotapes about 
the national parks, Winkler says, "We 
protected it a long time. You can have a 
romantic attachment to the site, but 
there has to be a logical consequence 
for protection." 

But Winkler understands why some 
local residents are suspicious. Much of 
the land around Cortez is owned by the 
federal government. The area is also a 
corridor for petroleum, natural gas, and 
power lines. He says residents fear that 
the federal government is likely to con
demn private property to acquire land. 

Despite the opposition, Allen Klein, 
executive director of the Cortez Devel
opment Council, believes supporting a 
park is in the community's best inter
ests. Just as it was during the Anasazis' 
time, the local economy is based on 
agriculture, and Cortez is the regional 
retail center. Government employ
ment—local, state, and federal, plus the 
Ute Mountain Tribal government—ac
counts for a portion of the area's 
economy as does tourism. And, as in 
any community, the business that tour

ism generates is a valuable prize. 
At present, tourism to Mesa Verde 

National Park contributes more than 
S31 million annually to the local 
economy. A study released by the Uni
versity of Colorado at Denver projects 
more than $100 million in additional 
tourist spending in Montezuma County 
over the first ten years of a new Anasazi 
National Historical Park. The study also 
projects that the park will generate 233 
new jobs. 

Klein and Winkler agree that another 
national park is a benefit, not a draw
back. "Some say tourists wouldn't go to 
a second national park," says Winkler. 
"Nonsense. They go to Bryce as well as 
Zion, Natural Bridges as well as 
Arches." 

Mesa Verde, like many other national 
parks, is operating at close to maxi
mum tourist capacity with more than 
800,000 U.S. and foreign visitors a year. 
The Archaeological Conservancy figures 
a new park would draw many of those 
tourists, spreading the visitor load as 
well as generating interest in America's 
pre-Columbian history. 

So far, the two national leaders who 
have shown interest in the Anasazi sites 
have not shown enough concern to in
troduce legislation before Congress. 
U.S. Sen. Timothy Wirth (D-Colo.) says 
it is still too early to decide which route 
to go: designate a park or choose a lesser 
status, such as a conservation area man
aged by the BLM. 

U.S. Rep. Ben Nighthorse Campbell 

On ceremonial days, the Anasazi gathered 
in Great Kivas, which often were aligned 
with astronomical events such as solstices. 
This kiva is at Chaco Canyon. 

(D-Colo.), in whose district the sites lie, 
is sympathetic to federal protection. He 
maintains that he is eager to move for
ward but not over the opposition of his 
constituents. 

Terri Martin, NPCA Rocky Moun
tain regional director, says congressional 
initiative is the only ingredient lacking 
in the effort to create a park. 

Martin says, "The Park Service did a 
study; the BLM did a study; the Four 
Corners governors met. Everyone agrees 
the Anasazi sites need protection. Let's 
get on with it. We need a [congres
sional] bill in the hopper to move for
ward on serious discussion about which 
approach works best. Right now, what's 
needed is leadership in Congress." 

Michele Strut in, a former editor of Na
tional Parks magazine, lives in Denver, 
Colorado. 

To express support for a new na
tional park protecting the Anasazi 
sites, write to Sen. Timothy Wirth 
(D-Colo.), Rep. Ben Nighthorse 
Campbell (D-Colo.), and Rep. Hank 
Brown (R-Colo.). Address letters to 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510; 
or U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515. 

44 March/April 1992 

z 

-Z. 

z 

\ 

7 

7. 
~s 



Why We Need A Smaller U.S. Population 
And How We Can Achieve It 

We need a smaller population in order to halt the destruc
tion of our environment, and to create an economy that will 
be sustainable over the very long term. 

We are trying to address our steadily worsening environ
mental problems without coming to grips with their root 
cause — overpopulation. 

If present immigration and fertility rates continue, our 
population, now over 252 million, will pass 400 million 
by the year 2050 — and still be growing rapidly! 

All efforts to save our environment will ultimately be futile 
unless we not only halt U.S. population growth, but reverse 
it, so that our population can eventually be stabilized at a 
sustainable level — far lower than it is today. 

The Optimum U.S. Population Size 

The central issue is surely this: At what size should we 
seek to stabilize U.S. population? Unless we know in 
what direction we should be headed, how can we possibly 
devise sensible policies to get us there? 

The size at which our population is eventually stabilized is 
supremely important because of the effect of sheer num
bers of people on such vitally important national goals as 
a healthy environment, and a sustainable economy. 

We believe these goals can best be achieved with a U.S. 
population in the range of 125 to 150 million, or about its 
size in the 1940s. This optimum size could be reached in 
about three to four generations if we do two things now that 
are well within our grasp. 

How To Get There 

1. Reduce annual immigration to about 200,000 so that 
it is in rough balance with emigration (out-migration). 
Then, immigration will no longer contribute significantly 
to our population growth, as it does now. 

2. Lower our fertility rate (the average number of chil
dren per woman) from the present 2.1 to around 1.5 and 
maintain it at that level for several decades. We believe that 
non-coercive financial incentives will be necessary in 
order to reach that goal. 

If almost all women had no more than two children, our 
fertility rate would probably drop to around 1.5, because 
many women remain chi ldless by choice, or choose to have 
not more than one child. We promote the ideal of the two-
child maximum family as the social norm, because that 
is the key to lowering our fertility. 

NPG Proposes These Incentives to Motivate Parents 
to Have Not More Than Two Children 

• Eliminate the present Federal income tax exemption for 
dependent children bom after a specified date. 

• Give a Federal income tax credit only to those parents 
who have not more than two children. Those with three 
or more would lose the credit entirely. 

• Give a refundable tax credit (cash payment) to low 
income parents who are eligible for the tax credit, to the 
extent that the credit exceeds their tax liability. 

• Give a cash bonus for voluntary sterilization to both men 
and women under age 35, who have already had at least 
one child. 

Two Vastly Different Paths Lie Before Us 

With the reductions in immigration and fertility we 
advocate, our nation could start now on the path toward 
a sustainable population of 125 to 150 million. 

Without such a program, we are almost certain to 
continue our mindless, headlong rush toward catastrophic 
population levels. 

If you agree that we need to work toward a smaller U.S. 
population, we need your support. NPG is the only 
organization that calls for a smaller U.S. and world 
population, and for specific, realistic measures to achieve 
those goals. 

We are a nonprofit, national membership organization 
established in 1972. Contributions to NPG are tax deduct
ible to the extent the law allows. To become a member, and 
receive our newsletter, plus all our current and future 
publications, please send us your check today. 
i 1 

Yes, I want to become a member of NPG, and help 
you work toward a smaller U.S. population. I am 
enclosing my check for annual membership dues. 

_$30 _$50 _$100 Other 

Name 

Address _ 

City State Zip. 

Mail to: Negative Population Growth, Inc. 
210 The Plaza, P.O. Box 1206, Teaneck, NJ 07666 
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A C C E S S 

Visiting Sites 
of the Civil War 

An NPCA guide to exploring battlefields in the 
National Park System. 

By Robert A. Webb 

THE CIVIL WAR was fought in more 
than 10,000 places. Most of the 
sites have been lost to time and 

circumstance, and many that survive are 
unmarked or privately owned and rarely 
open to the public. Yet scores of sites 
remain accessible, and some of these 
have been restored by families, private 
organizations, preservation societies, 
and public agencies. 

The National Park Service adminis
ters 31 battlefield parks and related sites 
that trace the course of the war from its 
beginning at Fort Sumter to its end at 
Appomattox Court House. These sites 
marked America's "new birth of free
dom" and an end to slavery. Many of 
the 620,000 soldiers who died during 
the four-year conflict perished on 
battlefields that are now part of the park 
system. 

Amid the solemn beauty of the na
tional battlefield parks, visitors can walk 
the ground where infantry assembled, 
where cavalry took position, where 
generals pored over maps, where bugles 
blew and cannon roared, where regi
ments advanced, and where the victori
ous and the vanquished tended their 
wounded and collected their dead. 

In November 1863, President 
Abraham Lincoln journeyed to Get
tysburg, Pennsylvania, and spoke at the 
dedication of a cemetery for Union sol

diers killed four months earlier in the 
war's greatest battle. The Civil War 
battlefield parks evolved from that oc
casion. Congress established a system 
of national cemeteries in 1866-67 and 
in 1890 created the first national 
battlefield park at Chickamauga-Chat-
tanooga in Georgia. The parks have 
served many roles over the years, as 

cemeteries for war dead and memori
als to those who fought, as symbols of 
restored national unity and reunion 
sites for veterans. Soldiers who fought 
during the war gathered at the battle
fields for decades after the war ended. 
In 1938, on the 75th anniversary of the 
Battle of Gettysburg, 1,845 veterans 
met at the battlefield for the last major 
Civil War reunion. Most were in their 
90s, and some were older than 100. 

What To Expect 
Some national battlefield parks are 
enormous—places where tens of thou
sands of soldiers fought. Others are 
comparatively small, and a tew thread 
through farmland or cities. Most sites 
are open daily from daylight until dark, 
and a number charge modest entry fees. 
You will generally find: 
• A visitor center with orientation films 
and aids, historical exhibits, brochures, 
a bookstore, and a staff prepared to 
assist you. 
A Tour maps, guidebooks, and audio-
cassettes at the visitor center; a self-
guided driving tour of the battlefield 
with interpretive displays at key points. 
A Information about terrain, trails, 
audio enhancements, captioned pro-

Gettysburg National Military Park, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. 
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grams, and large-print material. 
• Interpretive programs during 
summer and seasonally, includ
ing "living-history" demonstra
tors wearing uniforms and period 
dress. 
• Picnic areas. 

Preparing for a Visit 
In one sense no preparation is 
necessary, because even a spur-
of-the-moment visit to a national 
battlefield park is instructive, in
spirational, and worthwhile. But, 
as with anything you do, the more 
you put in, the more you get out. 
No matter which approach you 
choose, be sure to allow plenty of 
time—a minimum of three to five 
hours. And should you choose to 
prepare, you can do several things 
to enhance your visit: 
A Write to the Office of Public 
Information, National Park Ser
vice, Washington, DC 20240 for 
a free battlefield tour map and brochure. 
A Call the battlefield park for informa
tion on living-history programs, special 
demonstrations, historical approaches, 
and side trips. 
A Decide on the best time to visit. Sum
mer months and weekends are the most 
popular, although crowds also are drawn 
in the spring and the fall. You may want 
to choose a time that may attract fewer 
visitors. 
A Read about the battle and the broader 
context—the political situation, the per
sonalities involved, developments on 
other fronts, and the effect of the battle 
on the course of the war. 
A Study maps of the battlefield and of 
the surrounding countryside. Pay atten
tion to regional features—rivers, road 
and rail networks, mountains and their 
gaps. Consider how these features may 
have affected strategy and the conver
gence of the armies. 
A Think about taking one of the historic 
approaches to the battlefield—such as 
Gen. Robert E. Lee's route through 
Cashtown Gap to Gettysburg—rather 
than the fastest modern highway. Many 
roadways have changed little since the 
armies passed along them. 
A One cautionary note: leave metal de-

John Brown's Fort, Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park, West Virginia. 

tectors at home; relic hunting on 
battlefields is against the law. 

When You Arrive 
Stop first at the visitor center to be
come oriented to the land and the 
battle. Park staff will provide a tour 
map, describe special programs, and 
answer questions. Tour guidebooks 
and audio-cassettes usually are avail
able for a modest price or rental fee. 

Be sure to see the orientation film if 
there is one. It usually is ten to 15 
minutes long and is repeated every half 
hour or so. Each film is a dramatic 
account of the battle and events lead
ing to it and flowing from it. 

Most visitor centers have exhibits 
and a bookstore that focus on the 
battle, its participants, and aspects of 
Civil War life such as medicine, mu
sic, communications, or weaponry. 
Some also have an electric map or a 
terrain board to give you a feel for the 
land, the strategy, and the movement 
ol the armies. Private guides, licensed 
by NPS, are available at Gettysburg 
and Vicksburg. 

Several cautions: 
A Battlefields are hallowed 
ground. Thousands of people 
were killed and wounded here. 
Boisterous behavior and loud 
music are inappropriate. 
A Drive carefully, stay on roads, 
and park in designated areas. 
A Do not climb on fragile 
earthworks and fences or cannon 
and statues. 
A Be careful not to intrude on 
private property adjacent to the 
park. 

On the Battlefield 
As you leave the visitor center, 
begin orienting yourself to land
marks such as valleys, hills, ridges, 
fencelines, barns, and outcrop-
pings of rock. Let the landscape 
guide and instruct you. 

Your brochure and audio-tape 
will provide background. Dis
plays and perhaps an audio pro

gram at the site bring the scene to life. If 
you have the time, walk the lesser trails 
and you are likely to find unexpected 
treasures. 

The tour will tell you the story of the 
battle. But you can enhance the moment 
yourself in simple ways: 
A Try to imagine the scene from several 
perspectives: the generals contemplating 
the giant chessboard before them; the 
privates taking one last swig of water 
and fixing bayonets before the drums 
sound; the stretcher-bearers searching 
the fields at night. 

A Note the battlefield's statues and 
monuments. Most of the granite memo
rials were installed by states or by veter
ans' associations decades after the war; 
others were erected during the war's 
1961-65 centennial. Flat cast-iron mark
ers denote troop positions at many 
battlefields. 
A Visit the national cemetery if there is 
one at the park. Hundreds and even 
thousands of Union soldiers who died 
on these grounds are buried here. (Most 
Southern dead were ultimately returned 
tor burial near home, many in Confeder
ate cemeteries.) Some tombstones bear 
one man's name and regiment; others 
bear only a mass-grave identification 
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This monument at Glorieta Battlefield, New Mexico, commemorates Texas rangers. It is 
on private land, as not all battlefield lands are federally owned. 

number and a second number telling 
how many dead lie there. 

After the Park Visit 
The end of your visit may be only the 
beginning of a new world of interest 
and exploration. When you return 
home, you may want to: 
• Organize the materials from your 
visit and study them in more detail. 
A Read deeper into the battle and its 
context. More than 50,000 volumes 
cover the topic of the Civil War—his
tories, memoirs, official records, novels, 
biographies, tactical studies, political 
analyses, poetry—and each year brings 
new major works. 
A Explore your town's or state's Civil 
War sites, monuments, museums, and 
library collections. 

Fees and Passes 
Many battlefield parks charge a mod
est entrance fee, but admission is free 
for visitors younger than 16 and older 
than 62. In addition, three special 
passes are available and cover all Na
tional Park Service sites and everyone 
in the pass-holder's vehicle: the S25 
Golden Eagle Pass, an annual entrance 
permit; the Golden Age Passport, a free 
lifetime pass for people older than 62; 
and the Golden Access Passport, free 

to anyone eligible for federal benefits as 
a result of physical disability. Passes are 
available at national parks and by call
ing the National Park Service in Wash
ington at (202) 208-4747. 

Tracing a Civil War Ancestor 
Write to National Archives, NNRG-P. 
Washington, DC 20408, specify the 
ancestor's name and military unit, and 
request NATF Form 80. Send the com
pleted form to: National Archives, Mili
tary Service Records (MNCC), Wash
ington, DC 20408. A fee of $10 is 
charged for a search of military records, 
which takes up to eight weeks. National 
Archives charges an additional fee to 
search a Union soldier's pension records. 
A Confederate soldier's pension infor
mation is available only through the 
veteran's state of residence. 

More detailed information will be avail
able in a brochure, "Visiting Civil War 
Battlefields: How To Have a Quality Ex
perience," which will published in late 
summer. To request a free copy, write to 
Park Education Center, NPCA, 1776 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington 
DC 20036. 

Robert A. Webb is an editor for the 
Washington Post. 

Civil War Sites 
in the National Park System 

primary 
Andersonville National Historic 

Site, GA 
Antietam National Battlefield, MD 
Appomattox Court House National 

Historical Park, VA 
Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee 

Memorial, VA 
Brices Cross Roads National 

Battlefield Site, MS 
Chickamauga & Chattanooga 

National Military Park, GA, TN 
Fort Donelson National Battlefield, 

TN 
Fort lefferson National Monument, 

FL 
Fort Pulaski National Monument, 

GA 
Fort Sumter National Monument, 

sc 
Fredericksburg & Spotsylvania 

County Battlefields Memorial 
National Military Park, VA 

General Grant National Memorial, 
NY 

Gettysburg National Military Park, 
PA 

Harpers Ferry National Historical 
Park, WV 

Kennesaw Mountain National 
Battlefield Park, GA 

Manassas National Battlefield Park, 
VA 

Monocacy National Battlefield, MD 
Pea Ridge National Military Park, 

AR 
Pecos National Monument, NM 
Petersburg National Battlefield, VA 
Shiloh National Military Park, TN 
Stones River National Battlefield, 

TN 
Tupelo National Battlefield, MS 
Vicksburg National Military Park, 

MS 
Wilson's Creek National Battlefield, 

MO 
secondary 
Arkansas Post National Memorial, 

AR 
Cumberland Gap National 

Historical Park, KY, TN, VA 
Fort Scott National Historic Site, KS 
Gulf Islands National Seashore, FL 
Rock Creek Park, Washington, DC 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TRIBUTE TO 
EXCELLENCE 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award 

Presented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon 
Ami Co., this award recognizes outstanding efforts 
resulting in protection of a unit or a proposed unit ol 
the National Park System. The award is named in 
honor of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who devoted 
many years to preserving the fragile ecosystem of the 
Florida Everglades. 

ISAAC C. " IKE" EASTVOLD, the 1991 recipient, is 
founder and president of Friends of the Albuquerque 
Petroglyphs, a group dedicated to preventing the 
destruction of ancient rock art on a 17-mile-long 
escarpment near Albuquerque. His leadership led to 
the establishment of the 7,669-acre Petroglyph. 
National Monument in June 1990. Isaac C. "Ike" Eastvold 

Stephen Tyng Mather Award 

The Stephen Tyng Mather Award, named for the 
first director of the National Park Service, is pre
sented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami 
G"). in recognition of a Park Service employee who 
has risked bis or her job or career tor the principles 
and practices of gixxl stewardship. 

The 1991 recipient is CHRISTINE L. SHAVER, chief of 
the Policy, Planning, and Permit Review Branch of 
NPS's Air Quality Division. Over the past several 
years, she has taken direct action to remedy sources 
of air pollution affecting national parks—most 
notably the Grand Canyon, where she helped secure 
emission limitations on a nearby power plant. t 'hnsime L. Shavci 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company wishes to congratulate the recipients ot these awards and 
thank them tor the excellent contribution they have made to the protection ot our environment. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company has actively supported the efforts ot organizations such as 
NPCA tor more than 100 years and will continue to work toward the coal of preserving our natural 
resources tor future generations. 



R E V I E W S 

Billings: A Life 

F rederick Billings was a man 
driven by missions. Whether 
building a transcontinental rail

road, establishing a university, or refor
esting a state, he seemed always to have 
a definite idea of where he was headed 
and how he would get there. 

Although few would accuse Billings 
of being an environmentalist before his 
time or of preserving scenery simply for 
its own sake, Billings is definitely a man 
who was prescient enough to see the 
extraordinary environmental and eco
nomic harm that would be caused by 
clearcut logging. 

The man so thoroughly researched 
and engagingly presented in Robin W. 
Winks' biography Frederick Billings: A 
Life may have arrived at this view only 
during his twilight years, but once Bill
ings saw the harm, he worked to set it 
right. 

Billings, who lived from 1823 to 1890, 
acquired great wealth in the mad time 
surrounding the California gold rush. 
And even during this period of tremen
dous greed, Billings maintained his 
honesty, integrity, and sense of duty to 
humanity. Whether he was distributing 
turkeys to the needy or helping to es
tablish California's first public univer
sity, Billings seemed never to lose sight 
of the fact that his life was temporal, 
but his effect could be everlasting. 

This perspective is obvious as he 
helps to build the transcontinental rail
road and as he searches for land to help 
found the University of California at 
Berkeley. It is most obvious, however, 
when he chooses to participate in re
foresting his home state of Vermont. 

In the last six years of his life, Billings 
devoted his time to conservation, forest 
management, and scientific agricul
ture—interests that were influenced by 

the writings of a contemporary. George 
Perkins Marsh, author of Ma« and Na
ture: Physical Geography as Modified by 
Human Action, created a work that 
continues to influence conservationists. 
Winks, Townsend professor of history 
at Yale University, said of Marsh: "No 
one had argued so forcefully for a now 
well-documented truth: that in nature 
every act has a consequence." 

Although most of Winks' book deals 
with Billings as an industrialist and a 
railroad builder—albeit a philanthropic 
one—the last three chapters describe 
Billings' role in replacing the forests of 
the Green Mountain state. 

Winks is the first to admit that Bill
ings was not any more nor less enlight
ened about the environment than many 
other well-educated business giants of 
his day. Even so, Billings was a man 
who could be swayed by a good and 
well-presented argument, and Marsh's 
book, Man and Nature, had a lasting 
effect. The book reminded the Ver-
monter of his childhood in Royalton 
and Woodstock, bringing what he re
called into sharper perspective. "...To 
early settlers the environment was the 
enemy, and they wanted to be rid of the 
trees behind which—or so they largely 
imagined—hid Indians, bears, and 
wolves. By the time Billings had re
turned to Vermont, the entire township 
of Royalton was cleared and pastured 
right over the tops of the hills, game 
was gone, and stream pollution from 
tanneries (or the odd distillery) had put 
waste into the brooks." 

By 1870, 80 percent of Vermont's 
forests had been leveled. Billings was 
alarmed at the harm caused to the water 
and the soil. Marsh proposed the con
cept that unwise land use could damage 
the environment, but enlightened land 

use could conserve and even repair the 
land. It was this philosphy that led 
Marsh to begin to reforest the barren 
areas of Mt. Tom, located on the estate, 
which had been clearcut in the early 
1800s. 

Billings bought Marsh's estate in 
1869 and instituted scientific farming 
and progressive land management 
techniques, following Marsh's precepts. 
The results of their combined experi
ment in ecology can still be seen today 
on the estate. 

Billings would be flattered and 
pleased to think that his name and that 
of Marsh may be further linked in per
petuity by the formation of what would 
be, with the exception of the Appala
chian Trail, the first national park unit 
in Vermont. 

Laurance Rockefeller and Billings' 
granddaughter, Mary Rockefeller, have 
proposed donating the 531-acre estate 
to the Park Service for the creation of 
the Marsh/Billings National Historical 
Park in Woodstock, Vermont. The farm 
already is on the national register of 
historic places. The Rockefellers, who 
now live on the estate, also have pro
posed establishing a $7.5-million en
dowment to generate revenue for 
maintenance and a separate S650,000 
endowment to compensate the town of 
Woodstock for anticipated lost property 
tax revenue. The park would interpret 
the history and evolution of conserva
tion principles and scientific land 
management. One of the site's benefits 
is that it provides an excellent oppor
tunity to teach visitors about the im
portance of sound environmental 
practices. 

Among Billings' greatest gifts was 
his ability to see the future plainly. This, 
in part, is how he built his wealth, and 
why he joined the effort to replant the 
forests of Vermont. The Rockefellers 
may have ensured that Billings' vision, 
and that of George Perkins Marsh, will 
be preserved forever as a national park. 

Frederick Billings: A Life, by Robin 
Winks, hardcover $30.00; published by 
Oxford University Press, Inc., New 
York City, New York. 

—Linda M. Rancourt 
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Regreening the Parks 
Michael Frome, a well-known critic of 
the National Park System, unravels a 
75-year-old soap opera involving ev
eryone from the Department of the In
terior to the park ranger in his new 
book, Regreening the National Parks. 

In case after case, Frome details be
hind-the-scenes political manipulation 
that goes on at the Department of the 
Interior and, in the long run, affects the 
park system. He depicts the roadblocks 
the National Park Service is up against 
in carrying out its mandate to preserve 
and protect the 358 units within the 
Park System. And Frome, long familiar 
with the ins and outs at Interior, is 
someone who can do this perhaps more 
successfully than many other contem
porary writers. He long has been famil
iar with the cast of characters involved 
at the Department of the Interior as 
well as those in the field. 

The author 's familiarity with the 
subject can, at times, be a disadvantage 
to a reader less versed in the political 
dramas described. In some instances, it 
is not clear who some of the players are, 
and Frome's desire to prove his point 
sometimes generates too many ex
amples. Despite that, Regreening the 
National Parks helps the reader under
stand why Park Service directors get 
fired, and why visitors to the parks may 
be as unsafe in them as the creatures 
who depend on the lands for survival. 

Frome sets very high standards tor 
both the Park Service and the park 
system, and he takes all comers to task 
for falling short of those standards. His 
outrage as he retells the story of a crude 
celebration after the four faces of Mt. 
Rushmore are complete is aimed as 
much at the defacement of a mountain 
as at the officials who barbecued elk for 
the feast. Although this depiction never 
makes clear that the elk were from the 
parkland itself, it does serve as an ex
ample of officials who exhibit tremen
dous insensitivity to their roles as stew
ards of the nation's natural resources. 

In addition to taking government of
ficials to task, Frome questions the 
wisdom of allowing public parkland to 
be set aside for a concessioner who sells 
pseudo-Native American parapherna

lia or offensive tee-shirts that carry the 
messages: "School Drop Out, Flunk 
N O W , Avoid the Rush"; and "I'm an 
alcoholic. In case of emergency, buy me 
a beer." He also criticizes concessioners 
who engage in businesses that promote 
use of automobiles or snowmobiles. 

Frome is at his best when condemn
ing those who exploit the parks while 
praising those who risk their jobs for 
the environment. The ranger, whose 
low-paying job it is to protect these na
tional treasures, frequently is subjected 
to political decisions emanating from 
Washington. D.C., or manipulations 
from a local community. Frome's ex
amples run the gamut, from altered or 
never-released field reports on threats 
to a park to ignoring the illegal practice 
of hunting within the parks because of 
community pressure. 

While Regreening may present a case 
for rescuing the parks, it does not offer 
as many solutions as the title might 
suggest. Frome's political tales take up 
all but one of the book's 14 chapters, 
and it is the last chapter that the writer 
reserves for his suggestions. Frome's 
solutions include a proposal to close 
Yellowstone National Park to automo
biles for five years and demands that 
NPS reestablish its standards for visita
tion, concessioners, and park person
nel. In addition, Frome affirms the need 
to divorce the Park Service from the 
Department of the Interior. 

He reiterates the code of ethics for 
government service, which states, "any 
person in government service should 
put loyalty to the highest moral prin
ciples and to country above loyalty to 
persons, party or government depart
ment." Regreening beseeches the Na
tional Park Service to do just that. 
Frome's scrutiny of the Department of 
the Interior establishes his book as an 
important step toward understanding 
the obstacles to preserving and improv
ing the national parks. 

Regreening the National Parks, by 
Michael Frome, hardcover, $39.95; pa
perback, $19.95; published by the Uni
versity of Arizona Press, Tucson, Ari
zona. 

—Laura P. McCartv 
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YOU 

Help Preserve 
Our National Parks 

Matrix is committed to preserving 
the beauty of our world. Visit a 
Matrix salon, purchase Systeme 
Biolage retail hair care, and we'll 
make a donation to the National 
Parks and Conservation Associa
tion to plant trees. For your sup
port, you'll receive a commem
orative poster by award winning 
photographer David Mucneh. 
Systeme Biolage hair care. For 
beautiful hair, naturally. 

AVAILABLE ONLY IN FINE SALONS 
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N O T I C E S 

On the Front Line 
NPCA's ongoing fight to protect and 
preserve our national parks is depen
dent upon grassroots pressure on local, 
state, and national legislators. In 1982 
NPCA formed its Park Activist Net
work (PAN), a team of NPCA mem
bers who play an active role in helping 
the association. Park activists are kept 
abreast of important park issues such 
as the California Desert Protection Act, 
Endangered Species Act, concessions, 
and other national and regional con
cerns t h r o u g h The ParkWatcher, 
NPCA's bimonthly newsletter, and 
through timely legislative Alerts. Activ
ists can help by writing or phoning leg
islators on key park issues or by volun
teering their time or skills. 

Now entering its second decade, 
PAN is gearing up for the 1993 legisla
tive session. NPCA needs your help. If 
you are an NPCA member and would 
like to play a critical part in park pro
tection by joining the Park Activist 
Network, write PAN, c/o NPCA, 1776 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, 
DC 20036. 

Spreading the Word 
More than 50,000 people will have a 
chance to hear NPCA's message at Eco 
Expo, a national environmental trade 
show and conference in Los Angeles, 
March 6-8. The show features 150 con
ference sessions, 500 exhibits of envi
ronmental products, and information 
from more than 200 environmental 
groups. NPCA's booth will feature 
March for Parks. 

NPCA trustee Nancy Wheat will 
present a special video on efforts to 
protect the California desert. The video, 
"Desert Under Siege," will be shown as 
part of the show's conference program 
on Saturday, March 7. NPCA will 
present a "how to" session on develop
ing effective grassroots programs March 
8. For more information, contact Eco 
Expo at (818) 906-2700. NPCA mem
bers can receive discount coupons if 

they wish to attend; contact NPCA's 
public affairs office at (202) 223-6722, 
extension 121. 

March for Parks 
NPCA has enlisted the help of the Na
tional Association of State Park Direc
tors (NASPD) in its third annual March 
for Parks. NASPD represents 2,040 
park units that attract more than 720 
million visitors annually. NASPD en
courages each state to hold at least three 
marches to help gain awareness of local 
and state park issues. Fourteen states 
have committed to the three marches 
for the May 3-5, 1992 event. 

In its efforts to reach out to other 
civic groups concerned about park 
protect ion, NPCA is working with 
Ruritan Internat ional and its local 
chapters to organize marches in their 
areas. Ruritan International is a civic 
service organization founded in 1928 
by two teachers in the field of agricul
ture and education. Ruritan's emphasis 
is on the improvement of the American 
community. 

NPCA will be concentrating on the 
Endangered Species Act and the Cali
fornia desert bill in this year's legisla
tive session and encourages members 
to march for these efforts. For those 
who would like to organize marches for 
specific envi ronmenta l or cul tural 
projects or join a march in their area, 
call 1-800-NAT-PARK. 

Planting for the Future 
Matrix Essentials, Inc., makers of Sys
tem Biolage hair-care products, has re
turned for the second year to team up 
with NPCA to plant trees in Redwood 
National Park. A portion of the pro-, 
ceeds from each Matrix purchase will 
go toward a seedling for a redwood. In 
1978, Redwood acquired 48,000 acres 
of former logging land. Since then, the 
park has worked to return the land to 
its natural state. Last year Matrix 
planted 5,000 trees in Redwood Na
tional Park. This year it expects to triple 

that number. 
NPCA and Redwood National Park 

thank Matrix Essentials for its gener
ous contribution and commitment to 
the environment. 

National Parks Poster 
NPCA and Hi-Tec, a major manufac
turer of outdoor footwear, have devel
oped an innovative program to help the 
national parks. A color commemora
tive poster that illustrates the flora, 
fauna, and landmarks of our national 
parks will be offered for sale in partici
pating retail outlets and through Na
tional Parks (see p. 17). All of the net 
proceeds raised through the poster sales 
will be donated to the national parks 
through NPCA's National Park Fund. 

Greetings 
NPCA's line of 96 greeting cards from 
Recycled Products will be available na
tionwide in gift stores beginning in 
April. This line will feature the nation's 
leading nature photographers. Printed 
on 100-percent recycled paper, the cards 
will depict animals, landscapes, and 
seascapes from national parks through
out the United States. 

Environmental Packing 
The Outdoor Recreation Group, maker 
of outdoor recreation products, has in
troduced the EcoPack, a backpack with 
an environmental theme. The EcoPack 
bears the well-known saying from Chief 
Seattle, "Earth Does Not Belong to 
Man, Man Belongs to the Earth." For 
each EcoPack sold, the Outdoor Rec
reation Group will donate SI to NPCA. 
To kick off the promotion, the com
pany has generously donated S10,000 
to NPCA. If you are interested in pur
chasing an EcoPack, call 1-800-438-
3353 for the store nearest you. 

Park Education 
The Park Education Center is currently 
undergoing a change in its operations. 
The sale of all park publications has 
been temporarily suspended until fur
ther notice. NPCA thanks its members 
for all of the support and asks that 
members be patient with us during this 
phase. 
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Tours/Travel 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate DAY hiking tours. 2 or 4 weeks Ride up above tree 
line and hike down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one 
week at 10 charming mountain villages in 3 or 4 star hotels 
Write lor free brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS t f m 

7831 CliHside Or. 
Akron QH 44313 swissairjj/ 

A R C H A E O L O G Y TOURS - Co ronado ' s Trail, 
San Juan River Trips, Mesa Verde, Canyon de 
C h e l l y , C h a c o C a n y o n , M a y a n R u i n s . 
S o u t h w e s t US & Mex ico . 1st Class. Guided 
by leading archaeologists. 

TneHichaeoioQical Conseruoncy 
^,415 Orchard Dr. Santa Fa NM $7501 

505/982-3278 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature, Hiking & the Outdoors 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track; Australia's Outback. 
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO. 
Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
(805) 687-7282 

UMMMM3SSM 
Natural history wilderness float trips on a selection of the finest 
British Columbia & Yukon rivers. Each a unique experience 
highlighting a different combination of landscapes, environments, 
and ecosystems. Sunny forests, fjords & canyons. Glaciers, wild 
flowers & grizzlies. Musk ox, caribou & gyrfalcon in the Arctic. 

CANADIAN RIVER EXPEDITIONS (604) 738-4449 
#31B-3524 West 16th Ave, Vancouver, BC Canada V6R 3C1 

^ ^Opportunities 
Products/Services 

Hands-On Archaeological Excavation 
You can participate in the excavation 
of a prehistoric ruin, east central AZ. 
Work alongside trained archaeologists. 
Also, restoration, curalion. rock art 
survey. Day or week programs. 
S35-S395 adults, $18-5250 ages 9-17. 
Meals, lodging inch 

White Mountain Archaeological Center 
602-333-5857, HC 30, St. Johns, AZ 85936. 

E A R T H D A Y G I F T ! 
Support forest renewal with song! 

I'm A Tree, written & sung by Norm Murray 
Forest Families on the flip side 

$3.00 per audio cassette, postpaid, to: 
U*C Music • Box 1046N • Buffalo, NY 14215 

# Green 
Products Catalog 

C L E A N E R S 
RECYCLED PAPER 
WATER SAVERS 
MUCH MORE! 

HtOO-IARTHS 
2721 Forsyth Rd., Suite 367 

Winter Park, FL 32792 
1 -800-327-8423 

Alaska Summer Jobs 
Work in the majestic beauty of Denali National 
Park. 300+ jobs in all aspects of hotel/resort 
operations. Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope to: ARA Denali Park Hotels/101. 825 
W. 8th Ave. #220. Anchorage. AK 99501. 

! Make a career out of 
I your love of animals! 
I Home study prepares you for great jobs 

in animal care veterinary assistance.. . 
I helps you give your own pet top care. too. 

School of Animal Sc ience -Dept. I i 442 
I 2245 Perimeter Park • Atlanta. GA 30341 

• FREE BOOKLET: 800-223-4542 

ITB4LS HLUSTR4TED 
TOPO MAPS 

40 National Park maps 
60 Colorado & Utah maps 

Tearproof Waterproof Each Trails Illustrated 
topo map is a guide with 
helpful information. 
Sold in over 1000 retail 
locations, ask for them 
by name. For a free 

atalog, contact: 
Trails Illustrated 

PO Box 3610 
Evergreen CO 80439 

800-962-1643 

THE POKE BOAT' 
IT'S MORE THAN A CANOE 
BUT WEIGHS ONLY 2 8 LBS! 

Remarkably 

stable, durable 

a n d e a s y t o 

u s e . All for 

l e s s t h a n 

$800. 

For a brochure 

a n d informat ion 

c a l l P h o e n i x 

P r o d u c t s * Inc . 

1-4506-986-2336 

Resorts/Ranches 

Los (Pinos Liancfi - Cowits, 9{eiv Mm/ico 

Near Santa Fe, Pecos Wilderness. Accommodates 16 in 
a relaxed atmosphere from June fo October. No poi
sonous snakes, scorpions, mosquitoes. Magnificent 
riding, trips, trout, excellent food. Address: P.O. Box 
24, Glorieta, NM 87535. Or call (505) 757-6213/6679. 

EcoDOpportunities 

For more information, contact NPCA 
advertising manager Carol Cummins at 
(202)223-6722 (ext. 1420). 
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TENNESSEE 'S S M O K Y MTNS. 

Hideaway 
Cottages 

T f the sound of a spring-
4- fed creek, birds and owls 
calling to and fro, and the 
night sounds of a 'natural' 
orchestra appeal to you, 
then our log cabins and 

secluded cottages are for you. 
Come spend a weekend or 

a week in the Cades Cove 
area of the Smoky 

Mountains, call or write. 

(615) 984-1700 
102 Oriole Lane, Maryville, TN 37801 

, Jo Hendren 
. . . I 1 L . 



P A R K P U R S U I T 

Endangered Species 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl
edge of the history and natural 
resources represented within the 

National Park System. Answers can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The March/April focuses on endan
gered species in the national parks. 
Clues have been provided to aid you in 
identifying the creatures depicted and 
the parks that play an important role in 

their survival. National parks provide 
habitat for an estimated 131 endangered 
and threatened species. 

Currently, the federal list of endan
gered and threatened species includes 
675 creatures and plants. There are an
other estimated 4,000 species waiting 
to be listed. 

Species are not the only things that 
are imperiled. This spring the Endan
gered Species Act faces its toughest 

battle ever before Congress. You can 
help support this invaluable legislation 
(see story, page 28). 

Answers to this quiz will be in the 
next issue, but if you are unable to wait, 
call our 900 number (see page 8). An
swers to the January/February quiz are: 
1. Manassas National Battlefield Park 
in Virginia; 2. Fort Jefferson National 
Monument in Florida; and 3. Antietam 
National Battlefield in Maryland. 

1 Unlike some geese, these birds live far from the water on sparsely vegetated slopes. What is the name of these creatures, and which 
• parks play a crucial role in providing habitat for them? 
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2 The most endangered sea turtle in 

• the world has returned to this park 

periodically. Scientists hope to 

establish a second nesting site for 

the turtles here. Which turtle is it, 

and which national park may he a 

key to its survival? 

3 This small fish has the ability to live 

a in water with greatly fluctuating 

temperatures. The threat of 

extinction has elevated this fish and 

its cousins to national prominence. 

Which creature is this, and in which 

park can it be found? 
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photo b) Marl Nohl 

An open gate awaits those who come for the healing earth found in El Santuario de Chimayd. 

Every Easter, the faithful make 
their pilgrimage to Chimayd 

O F F O R F dawn, pi lgr ims wil l begin arr iv ing In the 

thousands. They will come on foot from hundreds of miles 

a round , some (hau l i ng , some praying, and others 

bearing (tosses. For centuries the faithful have come to 

this, the " Iourdes of America." to partake o f the limn 

Imitlita or blessed earth, which is said to heal the sick. 

As you roam the town in search of its filmed ()rtega 

wcavings or wonder at the cratches of the healed thai line the 

walls of the shrine, vou'll leant that Chimayd is mote than a 

place to pray and give thanks. It is a place to heal I lie soul. 

F.l Santuario de Chimayd. It's just one of the 

main wonders of New Mexico, and it's waiting for you. 

Call 1-800-545-2040, ext. 9220. or write the New Mexico 

Dept. o f Tourism, Room 9220, 1100 St. Francis Drive, 

Santa Fe. N'M 87509 for a free Vacation Guide to plan 

your journey to America's Land o f Enchantment 
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