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"Who's going to make sure the trees will he here tomorrow?" 

"Not an easy question. But that's what my son asked the other day. He's 

thinking ahout it. Just like everybody. He wants to know ir the trees will still 

he around when he grows up. Well, working ror Georgia-Paciric like I do, I 

can tell him we're doing our part. Planting new trees hy the millions. 

Setting aside land. Making sure the trees will always he here. For everybody. 

Or course, I can't speak ror other companies out there. But I know were 

irester. GeorgiaFacific 



Tallgrass prairie, page 38 

EDITOR'S N O T E 

What makes an area worthy of national 
park status? This question, which has 
been debated for decades, is once again 
brought to the forefront with introduc
tion of the National Park System Re
form Act. The bill requires the National 
Park Service to evaluate all 368 parks 
and to eliminate those that do not mea
sure up. In this issue, Paul Pritchard 
comments on the potential conse
quences of the pending bill (page 4), 
and Robin Winks writes about national 
significance (page 24). This issue also 
features NPCA's cooperative effort with 
the National Park Trust to establish a 
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve in 
the Flint Hills of Kansas (page 38). The 
potential park, which features the last 
large expanse of undisturbed tallgrass 
prairie, should easily pass the strictest 
standards for national significance. 
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T WO-SIXTY is more 
than a number; it 
represents a chal

lenge for those who care 
about each and every park. 
H.R. 260 is the National 
Park System Reform Act of 
1995, a bill that calls for 
comprehensive evaluation 
of all units within the park 
system according to criteria 
such as quality of the resource, operat
ing costs, and the number of annual 
visitors. 

The bill has three parts. First, it re
quires the Park Service to develop a 
statement of objectives and to define its 
mission relative to other federal, state, 
local, and private efforts. NPS must also 
identify what constitutes adequate rep
resentation of a particular resource as 
well as appropriate resource types not 
currently in the system. This process is 
to be completed within three years. Sec
ond, the Park Service has one year to 
assess each park in terms of cost, na
tional significance, and alternative man
agement schemes, and to recommend 
areas to be removed from the system. If 
this is not accomplished within a year, 
the bill calls for the establishment of an 
independent "national park review com
mission" to do the job instead. Then 
recommendations will be considered to 
eliminate parks that fail to meet certain 
criteria (the criteria themselves deserve 
serious scrutiny). Third, the legislation 
establishes a much-needed process by 
which potential additions to the system 
are considered. 

Although a base-closure approach to 

the national parks is inap
propriate, the bill will un
doubtedly give rise to a na
tional debate about what the 
park system is and should 
be, and in this regard NPCA 
supports the bill. The exer
cise of evaluating the parks 
will remind members of 
Congress that Americans 
hold their parks dear—and 

that the American public will support 
this exercise only if Congress removes 
politics from the process and allows for 
citizen participation. 

Evaluating parks is not a new idea. 
Periodically, parks—such as Mackinaw 
Island in Michigan and Shasta Lake in 
California—have been removed from 
the National Park System for various 
reasons. Even parts of Yosemite were 
transferred to Sierra National Forest in 
1905. The Park Service itself internally 
conducted studies resulting in recom
mendations for new areas and elimina
tion of some existing units, especially 
during the 1930s, when several units 
were transferred because they lacked 
documented significance. More re
cently, the National Parks and Conser
vation Association evaluated the entire 
park system in the 1980s and recom
mended 80 new parks, both natural and 
cultural. 

The real value of H.R. 260 is that it 
calls on every American to help ensure 
that our nation's history and the unique 
landscapes represented in the National 
Park System are protected and that the 
federal government is properly manag
ing them to the highest standards. 

President, NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
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AN 
AMERICAN 
ORIGINAL. 
Own the first wildlife bronze 
by RONALD VAN RUYCKEVELT— 
one of America's greatest 
wildlife artists. 
Slicing the wind with its awesome 
strength and speed, a glorious Ameri
can Bald Eagle leaps skyward—the 
living embodiment of our nation's ideals 
and aspirations. 

This is Wings of Glory, by Ronald 
Van Ruyckevelt. An artistically trium
phant, historically significant tribute 
to the beauty and courage of that in
domitable warrior of the skies. For it is 
the very first bronze wildlife sculpture 
by the master whose porcelain por
traits of the American Eagle are prized 
around the world. 

Like all of Van Ruyckevelt's finest 
sculpture, this inspiring premiere piece 
blends strength with beauty, passion 
with realistic detail. 

Crafted in hot-cast bronze, and 
signed in the mold, this American orig
inal is just $195, payable in monthly 
installments. Outstanding value. For a 
bronze of this size and quality by a 
major artist would command far more 
at any fine art gallery. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

If you wish to return any Franklin Mint 
purchase, you may do so within 30 
days of your receipt of that purchase 
for replacement, credit or refund. 

Please mall by April 30.1995. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for Wings of Glorv the 
first bronze wildlife sculpture by famed artist 
Ronald Van Ruyckevelt, to be crafted in solid 
hot-cast bronze, signed in the mold, and hand-
rubbed to a rich patina. 

I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed 

for my deposit of $39* when this magnificent 
imported work of art is ready to be sent to me, 
and for the balance, after shipment, in 4 
equal monthly installments of $39* 

' Plus my state sales tax and a one-time 
charge of $3. for shipping and handling. 

SIGNATURE 
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR/MRS/MISS 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

ADDRESS APT.t 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

TELEPHONE I ( ) 

14406-465-001 

Shown 
smaller than 
actual size 
of 11 Vz" tall. 

WINGS ' 

O F GLORY 
BY RONALD VAN RUYCKEVELT 



L E T T E R S 

Trashing the Parks 
I just finished reading Elaine Appleton's 
article "The War on Waste" [Septem
ber/October 1994]. Why is the National 
Park Service (NPS) absorbing the costs 
of cleanup and disposal of mine waste? 
Shouldn't this cost be charged back to 
the miners? Can't Congress pass legis
lation that would require miners to put 
up a substantial bond to assure clean
up)—just as county governments do with 
builders and land developers? If those 
wishing to mine the land can't or won't 
put up the required bond, then they 
should not receive a mining permit. 
These clean-up costs should not be ab
sorbed by taxpayers. We don't share in 
the profits of these companies; why 
should we assume the liabilities? On 
the subject of the Mining Act of 1872, 
why has Congress buried all attempts 
to void or to amend this law? 

With reference to the cost of gar
bage disposal and recycling at our na
tional parks, perhaps it's time we con
sider a surcharge to park entry fees to 
cover these costs. The park user should 
be responsible for these costs and not 
the American taxpayer. 

I'm sure none of these thoughts is 
new, but it's time we discuss solutions 
as well as problems. 

Conrad ]. Marshall 
Great Falls, VA 

Both mining reform and park fee legisla
tion died at the end of the 103rd Con
gress but are likely to come up again this 
year. 

—The Editors 

It is not surprising that the few sup
porters of the ill-conceived gold mine 
proposed 2.5 miles from Yellowstone 
National Park characterize mine oppo
nents as "extreme" and engaging in 
"fear mongering." Those are old lines 
from the Wise Use Movement when it 
has no substantive arguments to use. 

There are only a handful of people 
who support this potential environmen
tal disaster. These are the same people 
who claim that the mining company will 
leave the area better off and that the 
water polluted with acid and heavy met
als near the mine site is natural. They 
are the same people who believe that an 
experimental tailings impoundment for 
5.5 million tons of acid-laced waste rock 
will remain sealed, erosion and earth
quake free, forever. 

If questioning the arrogance of pro
posing a tailings impoundment to last 
forever or questioning a company that 
already is in violation of the Clean Wa
ter Act is an extreme position, then I 
guess we're extreme. 

Perhaps The New York Times said it 
best in an August 29, 1994, editorial: 
"The company says it can pull eight 
million tons of ore out of the mountain, 

fill a 77-acre lake 10 stories deep with 
waste and seal it for eternity. That sort 
of technological confidence chills the 
blood. Man-made structures have a way 
of deteriorating over time, especially in 
harsh climates." There is one reason for 
the tremendous opposition to Noran-
da's proposed New World Mine: It's a 
bad idea. 

Bob Ekey 
Greater Yellowstone Coalition 
Bozeman, MT 

Go Climb a Rock 
Your report "Delay of Climbing Rules 
Puts Resources at Risk" [News, No
vember/December 1994] is factually 
erroneous and amounts to a general con
demnation of rock climbing, a historic 
and legitimate use of our national parks. 

The delay in issuance of NPS regula
tions pertaining to rock climbing is not 
causing significant loss of or damage to 
natural resources. National parks have 
more-than-adequate authority under 
existing regulations to control climbing 
impacts. Park superintendents have 

In Alaska, don't miss Kenai Fjords National Park! 
Join us for a memorable day in Kenai Fiords. See more 

wildlife, including orcas and humpback whales, Steller sea 

lions, and colorful puffins. Cruise to toe face of an active 

tidewater glacier, where you'll watch and listen for ice to 

"calve" into the ocean. Learn more about the natural 

wonders ofldaska, and benefit from our 20 years of 

experience in this spectacular marine wilderness. 

Cruises depart Seward daily, May through September. 

Call for FREE Trip Planning Information! 

KENAI FJORDS 
T O U ' R S 

P.O. Box 1889 • Depl. HP, Seward AK 99664 

(800) 478-8068 or (907) 276-6249 
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broad discretionary powers to impose 
restrictions on climbing and other park 
uses, and have already done so in parks 
such as Yosemite and Joshua Tree. 

The statement "virtually every na
tional park known for its rock walls is 
now littered with bolted routes" is flat-
out wrong. Fixed anchors are used rela
tively infrequently in national parks. 
While it is true that parks such as 
Yosemite, Rocky Mountain, Devils 
Tower, and Joshua Tree, which are mec-
cas for climbers from around the world, 
have thousands of established climbs, 
the vast majority of these routes have 
few, if any, fixed anchors. Nor are fixed 
anchors a "permanent impact." They 
can be removed and the evidence of 
their placement completely erased. 

The argument that more serious 
climbing-related impacts, such as ero
sion and damage to vegetation below 
and on the cliffs, can be controlled by 
restricting climbers' use of fixed anchors 
is specious. Other resource impacts will 
occur whether fixed anchors are used 
or not, since they are not required for 
most climbs. 

JUST SOUTH OF YELLOWSTONE National 

Park, a little more than a day's ride from Lost 

Creek Ranch, is some of the most beautiful high 

country in the Teton Wilderness. A remote area 

with the most diverse ecosystem in the world. 

A favorite of the mountain men, cowboys, and 

backcountry guides of Jackson Hole. With over 

178 species of plants and trees, it is home for 

numerous birds and mountain wildlife. 

For the adventerous, experienced rider 

who wants to spend a few days and nights in 

the high country enjoying the scenery, fishing, 

or just relaxing by the campfire and sleeping 

under a blanket of stars, call or write today for 

more information. 

LOST CREEK RANCH 

P.O. Box 95, Moose, WY 83012, 307-733-3435 

Even climbers agree that it is impor
tant to have well-defined standards for 
climbing in national parks. They want 
well-informed rules that balance re
source protection with recreational op
portunity. Contrary to your assertion, it 
is not an abdication of stewardship re
sponsibility for NPS to encourage each 
park unit to develop a personalized plan 
for climbing management. As each park 
is unique in its climbing history and 
resources, climbing policy at each park 
should be tailored to preserve these 
qualities. 

Sam Davidson 
The Access Fund 
Salinas, CA 

The primary point of the article was to 
criticize the delay in issuance of regula
tions that would establish national man
agement standards for climbing in the 
parks. It did not condemn rock climbing; 
in fact it acknowledged that climbing is 
generally accepted as a valid recreational 
activity in national parks. 

But according to the 1916 Organic 
Act, the purpose of the National Park 

Service is to provide for visitor enjoy
ment while leaving resources unimpaired 
for future generations. Any recreational 
activity that results in serious resource 
damage ought to be subject to system-
wide standards. 

Members of the climbing community 
have demonstrated that they share 
NPCA's concerns with the resource dam
age that is occurring. NPCA maintains 
that national standards would provide 
the best basis for local climbing plans 
and for addressing resource problems. 

—the Editors 

Taking Notes 
I sense an implicit assumption in your 
articles and cartoons that natural re
sources are best protected by govern
ment regulation. Your inclination to
ward federal intervention is illustrated 
by the article "Taking Liberties" [Fo
rum, November/December 1994]. 

Your rhetoric sounds plausible—that 
a benevolent, strong federal government 
can protect the environment—but, un
fortunately, it hasn't worked very well 

Push for 
better nature 

outings. 
MM 

If it's different, it's probably from inside tips) via fax or mail. 
California. Like getting personalized So whether it's nature outings, family 
vacation suggestions. fun and sun trips, sports adventures, or 

Just call I -800-462-2543 ext 21, then romantic getaways, call or write us. 
press the key of the vacation category And find the vacation 
you're interested in. You'll be receiving ideas you couldn't quite 
fnee recommendations (like a fnend's put your finger on. 

C A L I F O R N I A 
Dept.L P.O.Box1499 Sacramento, CA 95812-1499 

© 1994 Oiifoma Dwson of Totfwn 
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in the United States or around the 
world. Well-protected personal liber
ties and property rights lead to better 
care of the environment than an intru
sive federal government. 

It was individuals concerned for their 
personal property who fought success
fully to keep Disney from developing a 
park near Manassas. And then there is 
Russia, with no property rights and the 
worst environmental disasters known. I 
urge you to take another look and see 
that personal property rights are not as 
dreadful as you fear, and federal gov
ernment intervention is not the pana
cea you imagine. 

Scott Nichols 
Irvine, CA 

NPCA fully supports protections for pri
vate property. Our concern is not with 
cooperative, well-intentioned landown
ers; it is with those who would abuse our 
natural resources if not for regulations. 
NPCA opposes congressional interven
tion in takings decisions. These decisions 
currently are and should continue to be 

made in the courts, not arbitrarily by a 
liberal or conservative Congress. 

—the Editors 

Two articles in the September/October 
1994 issue of National Parks addressed 
the issue of national park inholdings. 
One reported that development of a 
massive resort within the newly estab
lished Salt River Bay National Histori
cal Park was narrowly averted by a fed
eral judge's ruling [News, "Salt River 
Bay Development Banned"]. The other 
praised Harmony resort, located within 
Virgin Islands National Park, as unob
trusive, environmentally sensitive, and 
compatible with park values [Forum, 
"Green by Design"]. 

No private development, regardless 
of its "green-ness," is acceptable within 
a national park. Park boundaries are 
established to maintain the integrity of 
the unit, and inholding development 
compromises that integrity, either by 
disrupting the ecosystem, destroying 
natural or historical features, or intrud
ing upon scenic values. 

It should be a top priority of NPS to 
acquire inholdings as they become avail
able. Parks are established for the ben
efit of all, not the enrichment of a few. 
In no way should NPCA encourage 
inholding development of any kind. 
Once lost, these areas are gone forever, 
and the affected park can never be the 
same. 

Charles Dallas 
Philadelphia, PA 

NPCA supports NPS acquisition of na
tional park inholdings where possible. 
Praising an exemplary project is not tan
tamount to encouraging development in 
the parks. 

—the Editors 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Letters may be sent via e-mail to 
editorNP@aol.com. Or call 1-900-835-
6344. Callers will be charged 89 cents a 
minute. Instructions will be given at time 
of call. Letters may be edited for length 
and clarity. 

74-YEAR-OLD WOMAN 
JOINS BOY SCOUTS, FINDS 

IT VERY REWARDING. 
When considering retirement 
options, she had the good 
sense to ask a Boy Scout for 
directions. And soon learned 
that by joining the Boy Scouts of 
America charitable gift annuity 
program, she and/or her spouse 
would be guaranteed a generous 
income for life. Plus receive a 
current charitable income tax 
deduction. And the satisfaction 
of knowing they were supporting 

the traditional family values of 
scouting. Let the Boy Scouts 
pay you an attractive income 
now, or defer payments until 
you retire. Annual income can 
range from 5.5% to 11% of 
your irrevocable gift, and will 
be partially tax free. Call 
1-800-BSA-INFO 

fordetailsonall the 
benefits and more 

reward ing in fo rmat ion . BovstcxnSw.v*wcA 
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Built for when it rains. 

Hikers and campers are eternal optimists, 

always envisioning cloudless blue skies and warm 

breezes. At L.L. Bean, we know just how you 

feel. However, more than 80 years in 

the outdoors has taught us that 

it pays to be prepared 

for the worst 

that Mother 

Nature can and will throw at you. 

That's why we tested our North Col Expedition 

tent across three continents in heavy snow, torrential 

rain, and high winds. This tough, expedition-quality 

tent proved itself under those extreme conditions. 

So you can rest assured it's up to your next 

outdoor adventure. 

You'll find the North Col tent, 

and all the other gear and 

apparel you need for 

camping, backpacking, 

canoeing, and relaxing, in our 1995 

Spring Sporting catalog. All L.L. Bean proven, 

honestly priced, and 100% guaranteed. 

For your FREE L.L. Bean Spring 

Sporting catalog, just call or unite. 

1-800-518-2326 
LL#4636170 

L.L. Bean 
Casco Street, Freeport, ME 04033 

© 1994 L.L. Bean, Inc. 

Please send me my FREE 
L.L. Bean Spring Sporting catalog. 

City-

.Apt.. 

. Slate. .ZIP. 

Clip and mail to: L.L. Bean Spring Sporting catalog, Casco Street, Freeport, ME 04033 

4636150 
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N E W S 
YELLOWSTONE VALUES, 
WILDLIFE DEFENDED 
The congressional act establishing 
Yellowstone as the first national park 
provided for the protection "from in
jury or spoliation" of its natural won
ders and "their retention in their natu
ral condition." Today, efforts continue 
to restore and protect the val
ues of Yellowstone that made 
it worthy of preservation 123 
years ago. 

In February, NPCA in
vited 13 conservation groups 
to join in a request to the 
World Heritage Committee 
regarding the threats pre
sented to the park's interna
tionally significant values by 
the proposed New World 
Mine. The groups asked the 
international committee— 
which designated Yellow
stone a "World Heritage 
Site" in 1978—to investigate 
whether the park should be 
added to the "World Heri
tage in Danger" list. The pro
cess for placing a site on this 
list includes identifying cor
rective measures to avoid fur
ther harm to the site. 

"We hope that such an 
investigation will help to en
sure that potential impacts to Yellow
stone from the proposed New World 
Mine are rigorously assessed and 
averted," said NPCA Rocky Mountain 
Regional Director Terri Martin. 

The New World gold mine would 
endanger three major watersheds of the 
Yellowstone River, imperil water qual

ity within the park, destroy habitat for 
grizzly bears and other animals, and de
grade the park's famed wilderness char
acter. The massive mining project would 
include an underground mine, an ore-
processing mill, a 75-acre toxic tailing 
impoundment, a water treatment facil
ity, and a ten-acre work camp. 

NPCA and the other groups encour-

A grizzly bear cub is among the many animals—including the recently 
returned gray wolf—in need of increased protection at Yellowstone. 

aged the committee to begin an investi
gation as soon as possible so that the 
committee's recommendations could be 
considered in the environmental impact 
statement process now under way. 

On another front, NPCA and other 
conservationists celebrated significant 
progress in the two-decade-old effort 

to return gray wolves to Yellowstone. 
In January, 14 wolves were brought 
from Alberta, Canada, to Yellowstone 
and placed in holding pens, with an
other 15 brought to central Idaho. The 
Yellowstone wolves were expected to 
be released into the wild in February. 
The wolf was extirpated more than 60 
years ago at the behest of ranchers and 

others and listed as endan
gered in 1973. 

Last-minute legal objec
tions to the recovery program 
were raised by the American 
Farm Bureau Federation and 
the Mountain States Legal 
Foundation. In arguments 
for an injunction against the 
release of wolves, the groups 
said the recovery plan was 
not needed to save the ani
mal from extinction and that 
wolves would kill nearby live
stock. The groups' request 
for a stay was denied. Bar
ring future hindrances, 15 
wolves will be released an
nually for three to five years 
until a targeted recovery 
population of 100 wolves is 
reached, expected by 2002. 

Meanwhile, the National 
Park Service is considering 
actions that would affect the 
visitor at Yellowstone. NPS 

is proposing the construction of 310 
new campsites in the park to imple
ment a controversial 1988 decision to 
replace campsites removed from Fish
ing Bridge, which saw frequent conflict 
between grizzly bears and humans. 

In the 1970s, NPS had agreed to 
eliminate all facilities from Fishing 
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Bridge without replacing them. Under 
political pressure from Wyoming legis
lators, however, NPS decided to retain 
some facilities at Fishing Bridge and to 
replace the campsites if other camp
grounds reached 95 percent occupancy 
for three out of five summers, a crite
rion reached in 1990. 

NPS now plans to construct 175 
campsites in a largely undisturbed area, 
with 100 sites in previously disturbed 
areas and conversion of a group camp
site to 35 individual sites. Although 
NPCA is pleased that NPS rejected an 
earlier proposal to construct new sites 
in prime grizzly bear habitat along the 
northwest shore of Yellowstone Lake, 
the new plan still poses some signifi
cant threats to park values. 

NPCA is urging the Park Service to 
determine the park's carrying capacity 
before deciding where to build the new 
campsites, taking into consideration 
whether the sites will result in over
crowding and resource impacts in sen
sitive areas. Another alternative not con
sidered by NPS is locating all or some 
of the replacement sites outside the park 
on nearby public or private lands. 

LAWSUIT ENDS IN 
WIN FOR CONSERVATION 
Concurring with NPCA and others, a 
U.S. District Court judge has declared 
improper the National Park Service's 
transfer of a park in its jurisdiction to 
the city of Washington, D.C. 

In June 1993, representing NPCA, 
the Anacostia Watershed Society, the 
Sierra Club, the National Audubon So
ciety, and D.C. civic groups, the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund filed a law
suit to contest the transfer of Children's 
Island, a 45-acre portion of Anacostia 
Park in Washington's Anacostia River. 
The city government had planned to 
allow the Island Park Development Cor
poration to build and manage a for-
profit theme park on the island. 

The plaintiffs contended that NPS 
proceeded with the transfer without an 
environmental impact statement as re
quired by federal law. Further, the pub
lic was not involved in the decision, 

and no alternatives were considered, 
including the obvious option that NPS 
retain jurisdiction over the island. 

"Among other things, the National 
Park Service's attempt to skirt the re
quirements of the National Environ
mental Policy Act undermines the 
public's confidence in the agency's man
agement ability," said Elizabeth Fayad, 
NPCA staff counsel. 

In response to the lawsuit, NPS tried 
to rely on an environmental assessment 
conducted by the National Capital Plan
ning Commission that found that the 
transfer had "no significant impact." 
The court rejected this argument and 
ordered the Park Service to prepare an 
environmental impact statement—more 
detailed than an assessment and requir
ing public input—and come to its own 
conclusions. 

Unfortunately, the judge's decision 
does not void the transfer, and two pos
sibilities remain. Delegate Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-D.C.) could rein
troduce a bill that she introduced last 
Congress to legitimize the transfer. Also, 
NPS could conduct the required envi
ronmental review and conclude that the 
transfer is valid, paving the way for con
struction of the theme park. NPCA and 
the other groups believe that the theme 
park would impose such impacts as loss 
of vegetation, stormwater runoff, and 
pollution on Children's Island, home 
to more than 50 varieties of birds. 

NPCA believes the vegetation and bird life 
at Children's Island warrant NPS care. 

The Anacostia Watershed Society 
would like to see a nature preserve and 
an environmental education center cre
ated on the island. Robert E. Boone, 
the group's executive director, says that 
this would benefit both the Anacostia 
River and surrounding inner-city areas. 

"The Park Service has looked upon 
this island as an unwanted orphan for 
many years," Boone said. "Our motive 
is to have the land remanded to the 
Park Service and kept permanently part 
of the park system. We'd then create a 
partnership similar to the one at the 
Presidio in San Francisco—a public-
private partnership." 
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NEWSUPDATE 

• Hunt halted. After an investiga
tion of Alaska's wolf control pro
gram, which had been suspended in 
December by the state's board of 
game, new Alaska Governor Tony 
Knowles decided in February to can
cel the program altogether. The pro
gram was designed to increase popu
lations of caribou and moose, the 
wolf's natural prey. The investiga
tion found that wolf traps were also 
ensnaring and killing these ungu
lates, as well as foxes and golden 

eagles. A longtime opponent of the 
wolf kill and its effect on park wild
life, NPCA hails Knowles' decision. 
A Not! NPCA is pleased to report 
that the proposed theme park unof
ficially known as "Wayne's World," 
to be built on the edge of the Ever
glades, has been scrapped. Champi
oned by Blockbuster Entertainment 
businessman Wayne Huizenga, the 
3,000-acre theme park would have 
destroyed wetlands that are vital to 
the beleaguered south Florida park. 



MEXICO PRESERVES FOSTER 
BORDER COOPERATION 
In November, the Mexican government, 
led by former President Carlos Salinas 
de Gortari, crowned more than a half 
century of work by designating two new 
wildlife preserves, totaling 1.2 million 
acres, adjacent to Big Bend National 
Park in Texas. Efforts had been under 
way for 60 years to protect the areas, 
located in the border states of Coahuila 
and Chihuahua. 

Mexican conservationists, NPCA, 
and the National Park Service hailed 
the designations and believe the pre
serves will provide the basis for cross-
border management. "These designa
tions are a dream come true not only 
for Mexico, but for the U.S. National 
Park System," said Dave Simon, NPCA 
Southwest regional director. 

More than 500,000 acres of the 
Maderas del Carmen section of the Si
erra del Carmen range and nearly 
700,000 acres of Santa Elena Canyon 
along the Rio Grande were set aside to 
sustain wildlife and natural features. The 
reserves are located in the Chihuahuan 
desert, a diverse ecosystem that includes 
800,000-acre Big Bend. Two other Tex
as-managed areas, Black Gap Wildlife 
Management Area and Big Bend Ranch 
State Natural Area, also adjoin Big Bend 
and the Mexican preserves, making for 
a huge complex of protected areas. 
However, the Mexican preserves are vir
tually all private land and lack some 
protections afforded U.S. parks. 

The new preserves are the result of 
hard work and cooperation among U.S. 
and Mexican officials, conservationists, 
and private citizens on both sides of the 
border. As Dennis Vasquez, chief of 
interpretation and visitor services at Big 
Bend, points out, the need for protec
tion of the natural resources shared by 
both countries became apparent long 
before passage of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement in 1993. 

"Over the history of this park there 
have been...initiatives by superinten
dents and park managers to discuss this 
idea of adjacent areas being protected," 
Vasquez said. "Big Bend has developed 
relations with Mexican...organizations 

Mexican preserves across the Rio Grande from Big Bend protect outstanding features. 

along the lines of developing environ
mental education programs in the bor
der region, developing training pro
grams for Mexican park managers, and 
sharing resources and expertise." 

Also involved in the creation of the 
new preserves, as well as the 1993 cre
ation of the Pinacate biosphere reserve 
in the Sonoran desert in Mexico, was 
Dr. Ezequiel Ezcurra, director of plan
ning for Mexico's National Institute of 
Ecology. In December NPCA honored 
Ezcurra with a conservation award. 

The NPS office of U.S.-Mexico af
fairs, led by Howard Ness and Ramon 
Olives, also contributed to the effort, 
lending assistance to Mexico while rec
ognizing Mexican sovereignty. The of
fice helped develop a conceptual man
agement plan for the Sierra del Carmen 
last year. Under the decrees, manage
ment plans for the preserves must be 
developed in one year, and NPS and 
U.S. nongovernmental organizations 
will likely be involved in the process, 
which will be led by the Mexican con
servation group ProFauna. 

"In Mexico when we have a pro
tected area, the people [who live there] 
don't move, so we have to work with 
them," said Eglantina Canales, director 
of ProFauna. "We need to do a general 
management plan and at the same time 
keep contact with the people." 

CONGRESS WEIGHS PARKS, 
CONTRACT, AND LWCF 
The new Republican-led Congress has 
opened the session by considering mea
sures conservationists say would endan
ger national parks. 

As expected, the new leaders in the 
House of Representatives devoted the 
session's first days to the Contract with 
America, the legislative plan that calls 
for fiscal austerity and action on a range 
of issues. To help pay for some provi
sions of the contract, Congress has heard 
recommendations from some who 
would sell off national parks and other 
public lands and rescind various fiscal 
1995 appropriations, including monies 
from the Land and Water Conserva
tion Fund (LWCF). NPCA and others 
take issue with segments of the contract 
and these proposals. 

Title nine of the contract, the Job 
Creation and Wage Enhancement Act, 
would most directly affect national 
parks. As written, the act calls for tak
ings compensation and cost-benefit 
analyses; in effect, conservationists say, 
the act attacks environmental laws and 
regulations. Under the contract's defi
nition of a taking, the government would 
have to compensate landowners for any 
regulatory action that reduces property 
values by as little as 10 percent. This 
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includes federal regulations to protect 
air, water, land, plants, and animals. 

The job creation act also requires a 
risk assessment and cost-benefit analy
sis for any federal regulation related to 
human health, safety, and the environ
ment, allowing a standard by which only 
the highest risk activities would be regu
lated. NPCA strongly opposes sections 
of the contract that would limit the Na
tional Park Service's ability to ade
quately protect park resources. 

NPCA also believes that privatizing 
national parks—as suggested to the 
House Appropriations Committee in 
January by conservative groups such as 
the Heritage Foundation and the Cato 
Institute—would set a dangerous pre
cedent. As Congress considers ways to 
trim the budget and pay for a tax cut, 
the groups recommended selling off 
parks, abolishing or consolidating agen
cies, and slashing environmental pro
grams as ways to generate revenue. 

One environmental program consid
ered for the chopping block is the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), 
which sets aside monies for park pres
ervation and land acquisition. In Janu
ary, the House subcommittee on Inte
rior appropriations began consideration 
of potential rescissions of LWCF funds. 
The rescission bill would thwart pres
ervation projects around the country, 
from the Everglades to the North Cas
cades. LWCF is already being raided 
for other programs. Although more than 
$1 billion is available from LWCF each 
year, annual appropriations average less 
than $300 million, with NPS receiving 
only about $50 million. 
dtisTheJob Creation and Wage Enhance
ment Act, privatizing parks, and LWCF 
rescissions threaten everything NPCA 
and its members have worked to protect. 
Urge Congress to vote against any legis
lation that uses criteria in the contract to 
attack environmental regulations and 
programs. Write to Chairman Ralph 
Regula, Subcommittee on Interior Ap
propriations, B-308 Rayburn House Of
fice Building, Washington, DC 20515 
and to your senators and representative 
(U.S. Senate, Washington, DC20510and 
U.S. House of Representatives, Wash
ington, DC 20515). 

CASINO COULD HARM 
ST. CROIX RIVER 
A casino proposed near Minneapolis-
St. Paul will likely bring a damaging 
increase in traffic and development to 
the St. Croix National Scenic Riverway 
along the Minnesota-Wisconsin border. 

Along with three bands of St. Croix 
Chippewa, a Florida corporation plans 
to build a Las Vegas-style casino on a 
portion of its foundering dog track near 
Hudson, Wisconsin, about 20 miles east 
of the heart of the Twin Cities. In addi
tion, local landowners may try to get 
the area north of the site rezoned for 
commercial development in anticipation 
of the casino's success. 

A local city planner agrees with 
NPCA that ancillary development will 
probably occur if the casino is built, 
citing as an example the increasing de
velopment surrounding another casino 
in Turtle Lake, Wisconsin. Sue Jennings, 
resource management specialist at the 
park, has also indicated that the casino 
might bring an increase in boat traffic 
and riverboat gaming. 

"Anything that will bring added de
velopment is a threat to the St. Croix," 
said Lori Nelson, NPCA Heartland re
gional director. "If the casino becomes 
a big business, additional traffic will 

The clear waters of St. Croix National 
Scenic Riverway are at risk from a casino. 

come from the Twin Cities and with it 
air and water pollution." 

The casino would be located about a 
mile from Lake St. Croix, the wider 
lower section of the riverway, which 
offers some of the least disturbed scen
ery in the country. Lake St. Croix flows 
along the most developed section of the 
riverway and is already teeming with 
recreational users. 

The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
of 1988 requires that, for the casino to 
be approved, the state and the tribe 

MARKUP 

K E Y P A R K L E G I S L A T I O N 

Bill 

National Park 
System Reform 
H.R. 260 

Concessions 
Reform 
H.R. 773 
S. 309 

Purpose 

Establishes a comprehensive plan for a 
management review of the National Park 
System and reforms the process by which 
areas are considered for inclusion. NPCA 
supports a balanced and fair review. 

Increases concessions fees and returns 
them to the parks; establishes competitive 
bidding for contracts; reforms possessory 
interest. NPCA supports. 

Requires takings compensation when 
regulations—such as those that protect 
endangered species—reduce property 
values. Calls for risk assessment and cost-
benefit analyses. NPCA opposes. 

Status 

H.R. 260 is before the House 
Committee on Resources. The 
House subcommittee on national 
parks was scheduled to hold a 
hearing on H.R. 260 February 23. 

H.R. 773 is before the House 
Committee on Resources. S. 309 is 
before the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee. 

The House Ways and Means. 
Government Reform, and Com
merce committees, as well as 
various subcommittees, have held 
or scheduled hearings on H.R. 9. 

NPCA is currently working on more than 20 bills. 
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must agree to a compact to decide how 
to manage it. Also, since the casino 
would not be on Native land, the Inte
rior Department, which has jurisdic
tion over Indian affairs, would have to 
place the land "in trust" for the tribe or 
give it reservation status. Interior Sec
retary Bruce Babbitt would have to de
termine that gaming would not be det
rimental to the Chippewa or the St. 
Croix riverway and its users. 

Although the casino has received 
preliminary approval from the regional 
office of the U.S. Bureau of Indian Af
fairs, Wisconsin Governor Tommy 
Thompson has opposed the plan. The 
governor's press office says he is main
taining that there is "already enough 
gambling in Wisconsin." Babbitt has 
supported Thompson's view. 

However, if the state does not enter 
into a compact, under the Indian Gam
ing Regulatory Act the tribe can file a 
lawsuit. The court may then force ne
gotiations. The Secretary of the Inte
rior has final approval authority over 
the compact. Previous lawsuits have 
ended in favor of the tribes. 

0ta Write to Governor Thompson and 
Secretary Babbitt, asking them to main
tain their opposition to the casino at all 
costs and emphasizing the impacts of an
cillary development on the St. Croix. Urge 
Thompson not to enter into a compact to 
allow such development and urge Bab
bitt not to approve the proposal should it 
come to his desk. Write to: Gov. Tommy 
G. Thompson, State Capitol, Madison, 
WI 53707; Sec. Bruce Babbitt, Depart
ment of the Interior, 18 th and C Streets, 
N.W., Washington, DC 20240. 

NPS WORKS TO PROTECT 
GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD 
The National Park Service has crafted 
two plans to maintain the historic as
pect of Gettysburg National Military 
Park in Pennsylvania. 

The park was established 100 years 
ago to preserve the site of the 1863 
battle of Gettysburg, the bloodiest and 
most critical three days of the Civil War. 
Today, the Park Service wages its own 
battle to uphold the park's historic in

tegrity in the face of a controversial land 
exchange with Gettysburg College and 
an overpopulation of white-tailed deer. 
NPCA recently offered comments on 
NPS plans to rectify both situations. 

Last May NPS Director Roger 
Kennedy asked Congress to allow a re
assessment of a land deal between NPS 
and Gettysburg College that resulted in 
the destruction of certain portions of 
the battlefield. In 1990, NPS conveyed 
7.5 acres at the base of Oak Ridge—an 
area critical to the battle's first day—to 
the college for the purpose of rerouting 
the portion of the Gettysburg Railroad 
that cut through the campus. In return, 
the college provided the park with a 
47-acre conservation easement—which 
prohibits development—on campus 
playing fields. Controversy erupted 
when construction altered or destroyed 
four acres of woodlands, some Civil War 
earthworks, and other historic areas. 

In November, NPS released to the 
public an environmental assessment of 
restoration options. In response, NPCA 
recommended a complete restoration 
of Oak Ridge and the removal of some 

A statue of Brig. Gen. G. K. Warren peers out from Little Round Top at Gettysburg. 

rail facilities. "It is necessary to recon
struct the landscape as closely as pos
sible to its historic topographic profile," 
NPCA Northeast Regional Director 
Eileen Woodford wrote to Gettysburg 
Superintendent John A. Latschar, "in 
order to maintain the integrity of this 

portion of the battlefield." 
For some of the more than one mil

lion people who come to Gettysburg 
each year, the visitor experience is de
fined by viewing white-tailed deer. Deer 
populations at the battlefield and at the 
adjacent Eisenhower National Historic 

Site exceed the desired density by ten
fold, affecting the Park Service's abil
ity to provide meaningful interpreta
tion of the sites. Up to 150 dead deer 
are removed each year from the high
ways in and around the park. 

The deer destroy crop fields— 
farmed by permit holders who pay NPS 
a fee—and woodlots that reconstruct 
the pre-1863 agricultural character of 
the battlefield. If the crop fields are 
destroyed, so is much of the historic 
landscape and an important source of 
revenue for the park. 

NPS released in November its alter
natives to control deer populations. 
NPCA supports the Park Service's pre
ferred alternative, which combines di
rect reduction of populations, repro
ductive intervention, and cooperative 
management through a public hunt. 
NPCA does not support public hunt
ing in national parks, but it does sup
port wildlife removal where essential 
for resource protection. NPCA knows 
that deer are appealing and urges NPS 
to ensure minimal stress to deer, his
toric structures, and the landscape. 
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Olympic National Park's Shi-Shi Beach is 
the subject of a recent mining claim. 

OLYMPIC COAST CLAIMED 
To HARBOR MINERALS 
A would-be prospector has asserted a 
claim to speculative mineral reserves 
underlying the north coast of Olympic 
National Park in Washington. 

Claiming a long-standing patent to 
possible gold and other "outstanding 
mineral reserves [that] are quite exten
sive" beneath Shi-Shi Beach, in May 
1994 Scott Watson applied for a spe
cial-use permit from the National Park 
Service to prospect the area. Federally 
designated as wilderness in 1988, Shi-
Shi Beach lies at the northernmost point 
of the 57-mile-long Olympic coast just 
south of the Makah tribal reservation. 
In his application, Watson proposed ex
tensive exploration and development of 
the supposed reserves. By October, 
Watson had modified his request, say
ing that he wished to sell recovered min
eral commodities to NPS. 

In November Olympic Superinten
dent David K. Morris proposed nego
tiations among Watson, park staff, and 
NPS minerals and land acquisition per
sonnel. Ardently opposed to mining in 
national parks and especially in desig
nated wilderness areas such as Shi-Shi 
Beach, NPCA supports the Park Ser
vice's willingness to negotiate but urges 
the agency to protect park resources at 
all costs. 

"This mining claim is in direct viola

tion of the Wilderness Act, the 1916 
Organic Act mandating that the Park 
Service protect parks unimpaired, and 
the principles of good stewardship," 
said Dale Crane, NPCA Pacific North
west regional director. 

NPCA believes Watson and other 
prospectors attain a negotiatory toehold 
because of the lax and antiquated 1872 
Mining Law, which governs—without 
exacting appropriate royalties or enforc
ing environmental standards—the ex
traction of hardrock minerals from 
parks and public lands. NPCA and the 
environmental community will again 
push for mining reform this year, al
though the new Congress is admittedly 
wary of increasing federal intervention. 

Watson has asked NPS for evidence 
of all the federal and state statutes that 
govern access to parkland and that give 
NPS the right to control "disposition 
of my outstanding rights to this prop
erty." NPCA trusts that, as it negoti
ates the claim, NPS will uphold the 
Wilderness Act and other laws that pro
tect Olympic's unique resources. 

DEVELOPMENT MAY DRAIN 
GULF ISLANDS WETLANDS 
The diverse wetland habitats found at 
Gulf Islands National Seashore may be 
threatened by a proposed subdivision 
next to the park's Mississippi district. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
is considering a permit application by 
Hamilton Loveless, Inc., to build a two-
phased housing development next to 
Davis Bayou, the shore-based park en
try to the seashore's Mississippi barrier 
islands. Gulf Islands National Seashore 
also protects barrier islands and a pen
insular area near Pensacola, Florida. 
About 70 percent of Davis Bayou's 400 
acres is wetlands. 

As part of the project's first phase, 
which has already been approved, the 
developer would dig a five-foot-deep 
drainage ditch adjacent to Davis Bayou. 
The National Park Service, NPCA, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and 
the Gulf Islands Conservancy have ex
pressed their concerns about the threats 
the ditch poses to the park's pine sa-

WISE USE WATCH 

This group endorses forming 
militias to take up arms against 

the U.S. government, saying that in
dividual freedoms are "disappearing 
faster than baby turtles at a seagull 
convention." It holds conferences, 
publishes newsletters, and provides 
training for counties—primarily 
across the West—to attack environ
mental regulations. Unfortunately for 
national parks and public lands, this 
group gains supporters all the time. 

This group is the Utah-based Na
tional Federal Lands Conference 
(NFLC), which is spearheading a 
growing county crusade that is a kiss
ing cousin of the Wise Use Move
ment. (Ron Arnold, vociferous rep
resentative for "wise use," serves on 
NFLC's advisory board.) NFLC en
courages counties to pass ordinances 
that supersede state and federal en
vironmental regulations such as the 
Endangered Species Act. 

NFLC says such regulations de
prive counties of "custom and cul
ture"—usually defined by ranching, 
logging, and mining—and that coun
ty officials may arrest federal offi
cials for interfering. These ordinances 
are also called "Catron County ordi
nances" for the New Mexico county 
where they were first passed. 

Scores of counties have passed or 
are deliberating Catron County-type 
ordinances. Several affect national 
parks. For example, ordinances in 
New Mexico's Eddy and Torrance 
counties would affect Carlsbad Cav
erns National Park and Salinas 
Pueblo Missions National Monu
ment, respectively. A Klamath Coun
ty, Oregon, ordinance impinges on 
Crater Lake National Park. 

Counties know that these ordi
nances will be challenged in court 
and hope that like-minded local ju
diciaries will allow them to stand. As 
Dan Barry, director of the Clearing
house on Environmental Advocacy 
and Research, says, "County ordi
nances are another way to spread the 
anti-environmental word." 
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with the Corps and the developer to 
explore workable alternatives. Mean
while, NPCA will continue to work with 
NPS to ensure that park resources are 
safeguarded. At press time, the Corps 
had not made any final decisions. 
jta Urge the U.S. Army Corps of Engi
neers to consider both phases of the 
project together in assessing the impacts 
to the park, and emphasize that develop
ment permits must not violate the NPS 
mandate. Write to: Ronald Krizman, 
Chief Regulatory Branch, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Mobile District, P.O. 
Box 2288, Mobile, AL 36628. 

PRESIDIO TRANSITION 
PROVES CHALLENGING 
Since the Presidio officially joined the 
National Park System in 1994, the Na
tional Park Service has faced several 
difficult management issues. 

Last September, after 218 years as 
the nation's oldest active military base, 
the Presidio of San Francisco became 

part of the Golden Gate National Rec
reation Area amid a swirl of contro
versy and debate. One of the central 
issues has been the operating cost of 
the park, which NPS hopes will be oft-
set by leasing the historic buildings to 
nonprofit organizations and others. 
Unfortunately, an NPCA-backed bill 
establishing the Presidio Trust, which 
would have managed the leases, failed 
to pass the 103 rd Congress. 

In the last year, NPS has struggled 
to find suitable tenants for the Presidio's 
historic structures, a process made more 
difficult by the unanticipated with
drawal of the U.S. Sixth Army garrison 
scheduled for this September. The gar
rison—in place at the Presidio for nearly 
50 years—was to occupy nearly a third 
of the base until 1999 and provide po
lice and fire protection. NPS must now 
find tenants to replace the Army, which 
leaves vacant the commissary, post ex
change, and more than 200 buildings 
for housing. 

On the plus side, NPS and the Tides 
Foundation have reached agreement on 

Wherever adventure takes you, 
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A misty tidal marsh is one of the wetland 
habitats at Gulf Islands National Seashore. 

vannah by subjecting it to an unnatural 
cycle of dewatering. A proposal by the 
developer to build a slurry wall to miti
gate ditch drainage could also degrade 
park resources if it blocks the natural 
flow of groundwater. 

"This hydrologic alteration would 
result in changes to both function and 
structure of the wetlands, constituting 
a substantial and unacceptable deroga
tion of park resource values," wrote 
Gulf Islands Superintendent Jerry Eu-
banks to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser
vice, through which NPS must direct 
its comments to the Corps. 

The Park Service recommended a 
denial of the permit because of the po
tential impacts to the park's wetland 
resources—which include marsh grass 
and lowland hardwoods in addition to 
pine savannah—and a lack of hydro-
logical data to determine the extent of 
the impacts. The Environmental Pro
tection Agency believes that the devel
oper understated the project's scope and 
that both phases must be considered 
together to properly assess the impacts. 

"We agree that the Corps must con
sider the cumulative impacts of the en
tire project," said Don Barger, NPCA 
Southeast regional director. "The man
date that has to be recognized and up
held is the National Park Service man
date to protect the resources of Gulf 
Islands unimpaired." 

NPS is requesting direct discussions 
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Help stop a different kind of child abuse-
The abuse is merciless. It takes innocent, 
fragile lives - lives that may never have 
known a real childhood - and brutal
izes them with utter despair. Hungry 
and homeless, vulnerable to the ele
ments and relentless disease, they 
spend their days on the street. Their 
nights in danger. 

Their poverty is so profound there's 
no hope even for a basic education. 
And as hard as their parents struggle, 
they simply can't provide a better life. 

But you can help. You can ease 
the pain. Become a Save the Children 
sponsor and help prevent the horrible 
abuse that poverty inflicts on children. 
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Save the Children will be combined 
with the gifts of other caring sponsors 
to benefit an entire community of chil
dren. Instead of direct handouts, your 
gifts will help establish community self-
help programs, enabling your girl a boy 

Thomas Hegenbart/Woodfin Camp 

to receive the food, medical care and or boy from the most horrible kind 
education he or she so urgently needs. 

Please call or mail the coupon 
below today and say you'll become 
a Save the Children sponsor. Only 654 
a day from you will help rescue a girl 

of child abuse - and replace it with 
vitality and hope. 

Please call 1-800-622-3311 
or mail the coupon below today. 
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a plan to rehabilitate about 75,000 
square feet of historic buildings and 
other spaces in the Presidio's 55-acre 
Letterman Complex. The foundation 
will manage and help develop the Tho-
reau Center for Sustainability, which 
will provide space for national and 
international nonprofit organizations 
involved in sustainable development 
policy, research, and education. The 
center will highlight energy conserva
tion and environmentally sound con
struction technologies. 

In December, NPS terminated nine 
months of controversial discussions 
with the University of California at 
San Francisco, which had planned to 
establish an international medical re
search center at Letterman. Animal 
welfare activists and others had strong
ly opposed animal testing and experi
mentation that would have been con
ducted by the university. 

NPS is confronted with other man
agement issues at the new park—from 
leasing the Presidio bowling center to 
deciding how to maintain the historic 
Crissy Field airstrip while restoring 

some of the wetlands once found there. 
The Park Service and NPCA will advo
cate the Presidio Trust bill when it comes 
up again in Congress this year. 

"NPCA has every confidence that, 
given adequate time and resources, the 
National Park Service will fulfill the vi
sion of the Presidio as the model for ur
ban parks," said Brian Huse, NPCA Pa
cific regional director. 

NPCA STEPS IN TO HELP 
ENDANGERED PANTHERS 
To ensure immediate action in the recov
ery of the Florida panther, NPCA re
cently covered the costs of a federal plan 
to crossbreed Texas cougars with their 
endangered cousins. The panther was 
listed as endangered in 1967. 

Last year the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service authorized the intercross plan to 
enhance diversity in the panther's defi
cient gene pool. Fewer than 50 Florida 
panthers remain in the wild, with survi
vors showing signs of genetic weaknesses 
and disease because of inbreeding. Cit

ing evidence that the panther is nearing 
extinction, NPCA urged the panther 
recovery team to introduce the cougars 
this breeding season to portions of Big 
Cypress National Preserve and Ever
glades National Park. 

When it became clear that funding 
assistance was needed to capture, quar
antine, and transport the animals, 
NPCA earmarked the necessary funds 
as part of its new endangered species 
education program with Quaker Oats. 

At press time, eight female Texas 
cougars were captured and quarantined 
and were expected to be released in 
Florida by late February. NPCA is hop
ing that the animals will be introduced 
in time to allow mating—most likely to 
occur during the drier, cooler winter 
months—that will produce offspring 
this year. 

"NPCA members can be proud of 
NPCA's role in taking direct action in 
the recovery of the Florida panther," 
said NPCA Washington Representative 
Will Callaway, who is coordinating with 
biologists at Big Cypress and staff from 
the Fish and Wildlife Service. 
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REGIONALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 

Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 
The National Park Service has with
drawn its nearly completed develop
ment concept plan for the south side of 
Denali National Park so that it can in
corporate the recent recommendations 
of the Denali Task Force, of which Den
nerlein is a member. NPS will include 
the task force's proposals for the devel
opment of an orientation center at Byers 
Lake in Denali State Park, a visitor cen
ter in the Tokositna area, and the estab
lishment of a federal/state committee 
to oversee the developments. 

• 
NPCA and other conservationists were 
alarmed by reports that Interior Secre
tary Bruce Babbitt, under heavy lobby
ing from Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-
Alaska), recently ordered NPS to allow 
more cruise ships into Glacier Bay Na
tional Park without proper environmen
tal studies. Concerned about impacts 
to air quality and to humpback whales, 
NPCA wrote to Babbitt urging the 
preparation of an environmental impact 
statement (EIS) regarding vessel traffic 
at the park. NPCA has no prejudice 
against cruise ships but wants NPS to 
ensure that all visitors—ship passengers 
and kayakers—can experience the park 
without degrading its resources. 
Sta Write to Babbitt (Department of the 
Interior, 18thandCStreets, N.W., Wash
ington, DC 20240), urging the prepara
tion of an EIS that considers the effects 
of more cruise ships on Glacier Bay. 

HEARTLAND 

Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
A construction plan for Mount Rush-
more National Memorial in South Da
kota may receive the congressional scru
tiny NPCA says is needed, thanks to 
recent comments in the media by Sen. 
Larry Pressler (R-S.Dak.). Pressler re

cently told the Rapid City Journal that 
NPS may not be paying enough heed 
to the public's concerns about the costly 
project, which includes a multi-level 
parking structure, visitor center, and 
concessions buildings. 

Substantial media coverage has gal
vanized citizens locally and nationwide 
to express their concerns about the 
project. Pressler has said he will dis
cuss these concerns with Sen. Thomas 
Daschle (D-S.Dak.), Rep. Tim Johnson 
(D-S.Dak.), and new South Dakota 
Governor Bill Janklow (R). NPCA is 
encouraging the delegation to request 
an audit of the project and is urging a 
reorientation of the project to upgrade 
exhibits and to protect resources. 

NORTHEAST 

Eileen Woodford, Regional Director 
If selected, a nearly $200-million pri
vate National Constitution Center de
voted to educating the public about 
the U.S. Constitution will be developed 
with Independence National Histori
cal Park in Philadelphia. The center is 
one of six management alternatives NPS 
is proposing in its upcoming draft man
agement plan for the park. Indepen
dence comprises buildings related to 
the Revolutionary War and the adop
tion of the Constitution. 

The alternatives reflect a broad range 
in interpretive philosophy, construction 
proposals, and implementation costs. 
One alternative calls for NPS to con
duct minimal improvements in exhib
its and retain its current interpretive 
focus. In a more extensive option, the 
costly Constitution center would be the 
locus of a new regional visitor center 
and Liberty Bell complex. Under this 
option, the center would be respon
sible for displaying the Liberty Bell. 

Although supportive of public-pri
vate partnerships, NPCA is urging NPS 
to select an alternative that emphasizes 

broad historical themes; pursues needed 
partnerships, including the Constitution 
center, to interpret those themes; and 
upgrades visitor facilities. 

PACIFIC 

Brian Huse, Regional Director 
The Mine Reclamation Corporation 
(MRC) continues to pursue plans to 
build a 2,262-acre landfill at the site of 
the old Eagle Mountain iron ore mine 
less than two miles from Joshua Tree 
National Park. Last year, a California 
court decided in favor of NPCA in a 
lawsuit opposing MRC's plan. NPCA 
was concerned that the landfill would 
pollute Joshua Tree, which received a 
boundary expansion and an upgrade to 
national park status last year, and threat
en the endangered desert tortoise. MRC 
is currently attempting to reapply for 
permits and is preparing an environ
mental impact report to submit to the 
county. NPCA and local activists are 
outraged that the county would recon
sider MRC's costly and environmentally 
disastrous proposal. 
0t$ To urge that MRC not be granted 
permits to build the landfill, write to 
County Supervisor Roy Wilson, 4th Dis
trict, 46209 Oasis Street, Room 414, 
India, CA 92201. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
Late last year Rep. Norman Dicks ID-
Wash.) declared the plan to breach two 
dams on the Olympic Peninsula's Elwha 
River economically infeasible. He said 
that Congress will not likely allocate 
the funding needed to remove the nearly 
century-old dams, although the project 
is supported by NPS, NPCA, and many 
others. Washington Sen. Slade Gorton 
(R) has agreed that dam removal costs 
are extremely high. 

The dams have severely disrupted 
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the Elwha ecosystem by obliterating 
salmon runs, flooding wildlife habitat, 
and causing erosion. The watershed 
above the dams is fully protected within 
Olympic National Park, and salmon 
would likely thrive there if the dams 
were removed. Although Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt has publicly supported 
the project, this year the Department of 
the Interior has asked only for $2.5 mil
lion to continue the environmental im
pact statement (EIS) process. NPCA 
had recommended $33.3 million to pur
chase and remove the dams and pre
pare the EIS. "After all the support 
we've had at Interior, this is terribly 
disappointing," Crane said. 
(£a Write to Dicks and Gorton, empha
sizing that funding must he actively 
sought to remove the dams and restore 
the Elwha River. Their addresses are, 
respectively, U.S. House of Representa
tives, Washington, DC 20515 and U.S. 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Terri Martin, Regional Director 
The Interior Department has extended 
to August 1 the public comment period 
on draft regulations interpreting Revised 
Statute 2477. R.S. 2477 was an 1866 
law that allowed construction of high
ways across public lands not set aside 
for other purposes. The law was re
pealed in 1976, but counties and states 
are claiming thousands of "preexisting 
rights-of-way" under a loose reading of 
the statute issued in 1988 by then-Sec
retary of Interior Donald Hodel. The 
regulations—which tighten the criteria 
for deciding which routes are rights-of-
way—were initially issued in July 1994. 
The comment period was extended 
three times: first to mid-November, then 
to mid-January, and now to August 1. 

Delaying the regulations leaves parks 
in serious jeopardy, NPCA says. The 
extension was largely because of politi
cal pressure from Western legislators 
who say they will seek legislation to nul
lify or derail the regulations. "Citizens 
need to tell their elected officials to sup
port tougher regulations that prevent 
the giveaway of highway rights-of-way 
through federal lands," Martin said. 

SOUTHEAST 

Don Barger, Regional Director 
A proposal to build a dam and water 
treatment plant on Clear Creek, a tribu
tary of the Obed Wild and Scenic River 
in Tennessee, will receive the compre
hensive review that NPCA has recom
mended. NPCA and the Tennessee Citi
zens for Wilderness Planning succeeded 
in persuading the Rural Economic and 
Community Development Administra
tion to allow the Tennessee Valley Au
thority (TVA) to prepare a full environ
mental impact statement (EIS) for the 
project. TVA will also undertake a study 
of the region's water supply. 
tfbaNPCA is urging members to ask for a 
copy of the EIS and then to comment on 
it, stressing that the Obed must be pro
tected. Write to Tom Mayherry, Rural 
Economic and Community Development, 
3322 West End Ave., Ste. 300, Nash
ville, TN 37203 and to Jack Davis, Ten
nessee Valley Authority, 400 W. Sum
mit Hill Dr., Knoxville, TN 37902. 

SOUTHWEST 

Dave Simon, Regional Director 
NPS has released its final boundary 
study for Capulin Volcano National 
Monument in northeast New Mexico. 
The study offers alternatives to expand 
the monument. For years NPCA has 
advocated expanding the park to in
clude the lower slope of the volcano 
and surrounding areas. Of the alterna
tives, NPCA recommends the most ex
tensive expansion of 24,000 acres. 
NPCA also recommends the transfer to 
NPS of the Folsom Site—a world-fa
mous archaeological area owned by the 
state where evidence of the early occu
pation of North America was found. 

• 
Other Southwestern parks may also be 
enhanced soon. NPCA is pleased that 
bills have been reintroduced to increase 
the acreage of Walnut Canyon National 
Monument in Arizona and to increase 
protection for archaeological outlier 
sites at Chaco Culture National His
torical Park in New Mexico. Last year, 
practically identical bills got stuck in 
the gridlock of the 103 rd Congress. 
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F O R U M 

Debating 
Significance 

As Congress considers legislation that could deauthorize some 
parks, it must take care not to destroy the standards that have 

created one of the best park systems in the world. 

By Robin W. Winks 

ONCE AGAIN public events, finan
cial constraints, and the bu
reaucratic desire for neatness 

in all things have brought to the fore 
the question of whether too many na
tional parks exist, whether some lack 
national significance, and whether the 
National Park Service ought to divest 
itself of some of its 368 units. These 
concerns are reflected in a bill before 
Congress bearing the title National Park 
System Reform Act of 1995. The appar
ent intent of the bill is sound; its title 
and some of its proposals are not. 

The United States has the most com
plex and elegant system of national 
parks in the world. The intent of the 
National Park System is clear: to pre
serve and protect in perpetuity the fin
est American landscapes, the best ex
emplars of American culture, the most 
exacting sites at which the nation may 
commemorate its historical experiences. 
Whether park, historic site, or seashore, 
a unit of the park system must be na
tionally significant. 

A definition of national significance 
involves an understanding of the na
tion's history. To those who believe in 
the connectedness of all things, every 
plot of land, every mountain's majesty, 
every Civil War battle site speaks of the 
nation's experiences, of its pride and its 
fears, and thus has significance. Clearly 
this was not what Congress or the 
founders of the National Park Service 

had in mind. But today the question, 
Who does history belong to?, is pro
ducing enormous problems for those 
parks that attempt to interpret the 
nation's cultural and historical re
sources. Disputes at Pearl Harbor or at 
Martin Luther King, Jr., National His
toric Site reveal that important sectors 
of the public are unwilling to accept 
the presumably dispassionate and more 
objective views of scholars or bureau-

If a substantial number of 
unworthy units exist... 

it is Congress that must be 
held responsible. 

crats. The bill before Congress is an 
attempt both to deal with the confusion 
arising over debates about national sig
nificance and to protect the Park Ser
vice from being the object of rampant 
"pork barrel" politics. 

The National Park Service was cre
ated in 1916 by an act which often is 
said to have presented the service with 
a "contradictory mandate." The Park 
Service was directed "to conserve the 
scenery and the natural and historic 
objects and the wild life therein to pro
vide for the enjoyment of the same in 
such manner and by such means as will 
leave them unimpaired for the enjoy

ment of future generations." There is, 
in fact, no contradictory mandate here. 
I have completed a legislative history of 
this act, going well beyond the custom
ary history to examine the surviving pri
vate papers of every member of every 
House and Senate committee that 
worked on the legislation. It is clear 
that Congress intended the dual man
date—"to conserve" and "to provide 
for the enjoyment"—to be read in or
der of priorities. If the second charge 
came into conflict with the first, it was 
the protection of the resource that took 
precedence. 

Over the years, a score of types of 
units have been added to the park sys
tem. Some of them have recreation as 
their primary purpose. While all are ex
pected to have national significance, this 
standard may be subtle and not imme
diately apparent to a less-than-informed 
visitor: protected fossil beds, complex 
and unique though not visually striking 
archaeological sites, structures and 
places that preserve the memory of a 
historical movement not yet completed. 
Through interpretation at the site and 
in publications, the Park Service is re
sponsible for illustrating and verifying 
the national significance of the unit. 

By and large the Park Service has 
skillfully fended off unworthy units. 
During the 1930s, more than a hun
dred proposals were put forth, and doz
ens of bills were introduced in Con
gress by representatives who had been 
persuaded, often by a chamber of com
merce, that this or that local landmark 
or museum should be added to the sys
tem. Sen. Albert B. Fall of New Mexico 
pushed for the Ail-Year-Round National 
Park, a site to consist of minor recre
ational areas around his ranch. Over 
the years, communities eager to push a 
local amenity onto the federal taxpayer 
have proposed various watering holes, 
cemeteries, agricultural museums, 
fenced wildlife parks, abandoned short-
line railroads, and even a petting zoo 
for the system. With knowledgeable 
friends in Congress, who understand 
and cherish the purposes of the park 
system, the system usually has been able 
to avoid being turned into a series of 
federally subsidized sandlots. 
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Not always, of course, because the 
creation of a national park flows from 
the political process. If a substantial 
number of unworthy units exist—if, as 
former Park Service Director James M. 
Ridenour has put it, a "thinning of the 
blood" has occurred—it is Congress 
that must be held responsible. Seldom 
has the Park Service sought any prop
erty that failed the national significance 
test. Of those hundred and more pro
posals put to it in the 1930s, only 10 
percent became part of the system. The 
others most frequently were turned 
away with the judgment that the pro
posed area lacked national significance 
or that the system already contained a 
better "specimen"—a better cave of its 
type, a historic site that more fully rep
resented the Westward movement. In 
fact, as more appropriate examples of 
particular land forms and historical ac
tivities were identified, the Park Ser
vice had several units removed: Sho
shone Caverns in Wyoming, Lewis and 
Clark Caverns in Montana, Verandrye 
National Memorial in North Dakota, 
Farther Millet Cross in New York, and 
18 others. At times, with a unit thrust 
upon it by Congress, the Park Service 
has turned a sow's ear into a silk purse 
through skilled interpretation. 

Surely, units of the park system exist 
that lack national significance, have little 
historical integrity, and are hardly ac
cessible. Perhaps such places might be 
better protected by another agency of 
government or through private enter
prise. Few students of the park system 
believe that Steamtown National His
toric Site in Pennsylvania is of national 
significance or can ever be made so. 

As one observer noted, Steamtown 
consists of a miscellaneous collection of 
rolling stock, much of it irrelevant to 
Pennsylvania's history. A weakened and 
almost inattentive Park Service found 
this unit added to its responsibilities by 
a determined congressman who by
passed any historical review in order to 
provide within his district a potential 
tourist attraction that might help offset 
precipitous economic decline. 

In the 1980s, Congress briefly con
sidered the notion that every congres
sional district should contain a park 

unit. Congress also has required studies 
with a view toward establishing a unit 
for every president of the United States. 
Do Chester Arthur and Millard Fillmore 
rate this treatment? Should Charles 
Pinckney National Historic Site in South 
Carolina be retained, when it is now 
clear that Pinckney never lived at Snee 
Farm, the unit's focus ? Pinckney NHS 
was created when Congress decided 
that, where possible, every delegate to 
the Constitutional Convention should 
be honored by a unit, a clearly impos
sible and undesirable step superseded, 
perhaps, by the creation of Constitu
tion Gardens in the nation's capital. 

Who is responsible in the end for 
poor units or underfunded ones? Con
gress seldom provides the needed funds 
when it adds a unit to the system, often 
against the Park Service's better judg
ment or contrary to its own studies. 

The Hefley-Vento bill can provide 
the moment when the American people, 
their representatives in Congress, and 
their stewards in the National Park Ser
vice can take a hard look at the criteria 
by which a unit joins the panoply of 
symbolically sacred places. It can be a 
time for declaring, once and for all, that 
protection of the resource stands above 
the pleasure principle in any national 
park. It can be a time for revitalizing 
the ethic by which the nation came to 
have the world's finest, most intellectu
ally elegant, and best protected system. 
It can be a time for moving forward in 
the creation of new units, since the sys
tem can never be complete, as our un
derstanding of ourselves and our cul
turally diverse development will make 
clear. 

But this bill contains dangers. Your 
unworthy unit might not be my unwor
thy unit. Any contemplation of remov
ing units from the system must be taken 
on a unit-by-unit basis, and the success
ful removal of any one unit cannot be 
seen as a precedent for the removal of 
any other. An alternative agency should 
always be ready and able to accept trans
fer, for if a unit is finally judged not 
nationally significant, it could have such 
local significance as to become a superb 
state park. No one should produce a 
"hit list," for without a careful exami

nation of the legislation that created 
each unit, one cannot be certain of the 
original congressional intent. The act 
ought not to refer to "reform" as though 
it had prejudged the outcome; certainly 
what is intended is a complex reassess
ment. This is a process that cannot be 
rushed, for many voices will have to be 
heard, and much education will be nec
essary, sometimes of Congress itself. 

Particularly disturbing is a provision 
that requires the Park Service to com
plete its "reassessment" more quickly 
than it can reasonably do. If the Park 
Service fails to meet the deadline, the 
bill calls for establishing a commission 
that will draw up a list for modification 
or termination. The commission is to 
consist of seven members, two ap
pointed by the speaker of the House of 
Representatives, two by the president 
pro tern of the Senate, and three by the 
Interior Secretary, one of whom will be 
the Park Service director. Where are 
dispassionate students of the park sys
tem, individuals who have no ax to grind 
and no desire to add or protect a unit in 
their state, in this process? 

This is a good time to look again at 
the criteria, to seek to educate the pub
lic and its representatives about why it 
matters that a nation preserve its beauty, 
its historical and recreational heritage, 
its great natural landscapes. The pur
pose must be to protect the parks, to 
assist the Park Service in its efforts, al
ready under way, to act upon the clear 
intent of the 1916 act, and to identify 
and acquire new symbols of our past. 
This bill, if passed, must be for con
structive, not destructive purposes. 

Robin W. Winks is Townsend Professor 
of History at Yale University. 

The National Park System Reform 
Act is before the House Committee 
on Resources. A hearing is scheduled 
for February 23. NPCA will be work
ing to ensure that final legislation will 
include a balanced and fair process 
of review that does not place undue 
emphasis on money when compared 
with the loss of protection for na
tionally significant areas. 
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Nearly 600 oil and gas developments 
operate in a dozen national park units. 

About two-thirds of these are not regulated— 
a situation the Park Service 

is working to change. 

By David N. B. Lee 

BARREL 

.National park units face threats from 
activities outside park boundaries as well 
as inside. Here a pump jack operates near 
Glacier National Park in Montana. 
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ACOUPLE WALKS BAREFOOT along a 
remote beach at Padre Island 
National Seashore in Texas, 

among the last barrier islands in the 
United States not covered with condos 
and convenience stores. Warm waves 
roll in from the gulf and across their 
toes as they breathe salt-flavored air. 
They pass 20-foot dunes, some of which 
conceal oil and gas wells and a hundred 
miles of pipeline used to extract natural 
gas from reserves below the sand. 

"Visitors rarely know these are here," 
says Resource Manager John Miller, re
ferring to a well on the other side of the 
dunes. "One in a thousand looks be
hind the dunes and sees the wells." To
day, ten wells dot the landscape, and 
two more are planned. An aquifer sits 
only four feet below the surface, and 
Miller says that "contaminants entering 
the wetlands via the water table" could 
have a serious effect on the wildlife. 

Contamination can result from leaks, 
deposits of brine water, oil and gas con
densate, or heavy metals contained in 
drilling muds (a special liquid used to 
lubricate drill bits). The extent of aqui
fer and soil contamination at the park is 
unknown. To date, an estimated 300 
gallons of condensate have been recov
ered at one site by a company working 
with the park, Miller says. "Based on 
the limited sampling that has occurred, 
we know that at least three additional 
sites are contaminated with hydrocar
bons, and we're working with those 
companies to clean up the aquifer." Park 
officials suspect that they will find con
tamination at 45 additional abandoned 
sites once funding is available to sample 
and analyze the water and soils. 

Changes in management of oil and 
gas operations prevent most, if not all, 
contamination at the park. Now, com
panies must use systems that contain 
drilling muds so that the substance does 
not come into contact with subsurface 
water or soil. Also, park officials no 
longer allow operators to use muds that 
contain heavy metals, previously a 
source of contamination. 

Besides Padre Island, a dozen other 
national park units have oil and gas op
erations within their boundaries. The 
reasons are twofold. Unlike older parks, 

Operations regulated by NPS are generally 
as well kept as this one at Cuyahoga Valley 
National Recreation Area in Ohio. 

such as Yellowstone, some newer ones 
were created out of a patchwork of fed
eral, state, and private lands. In many 
cases, these lands contained oil and gas 
reserves. And, in buying the land, the 
Park Service focused on surface rights, 
rather than subsurface oil and gas rights. 
Subsurface rights, just like other prop
erty rights, are protected by the Consti
tution. If the Park Service wants to 
eliminate private mineral rights from 
park boundaries, it must buy them. Un
fortunately, the Park Service does not 
have the funds to buy them all, and, in 
some cases, buying the mineral rights is 
not necessary to protect the resources. 
Acquisition dollars have been scarce in 
the past and are likely to become even 
more so in the 104th Congress. But NPS 
strives to limit the effects of oil and gas 
operations through application of Park 
Service regulations contained in the 
Code of Federal Regulations, Part 9, 
Subpart B("9B") . 

All of the active oil and gas opera
tions at Padre Island National Seashore 
must comply with NPS regulations. This 

is not the case, however, in other af
fected parks, where operators fall within 
two regulatory exemptions. 

The 9B rules "grandfathered" oil and 
gas operations in existence before Janu
ary 7, 1979, when the regulations be
came effective, and exempted all of 
those oil and gas reserves that compa
nies can reach without crossing federal 
land or water (by using a private road, 
for example, which leads to property 
within a park unit). 

As a result, 65 percent (379 out of 
580) of the nonfederal oil and gas op
erations in parks do not have to comply 
with the special park protection mea
sures required by the 9B regulations. 

Both NPCA and the Park Service 
believe the regulations should be streng
thened and are seeking to revise the 9B 
regulations to eliminate the exemptions. 
NPS has been trying for more than seven 
years to revise the regulations. 

Carol McCoy, chief of policy and 
regulations for the Park Service's Min
ing and Minerals Branch, believes re
vising the 9B regulations is important 
because the current exemptions include 
the majority of oil and gas operations in 
national park units. The proposed revi
sions must be reviewed by the Depart-
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merit of the Interior and, if approved, 
published in the Federal Register for 
public review and comment. 

But even without the revisions, park 
resources are not going completely un
protected. McCoy says Park Service staff 
have the authority to shut down exist
ing operations if, as the current regula
tions state, there is "an immediate threat 
of significant injury to federally owned 
or controlled lands or waters." Park 
managers can also invoke the Clean 
Water Act, the Endangered Species Act, 
and several other federal laws to stop 
harmful practices, she adds. 

The Park Service maintains that be
cause these operations came with the 
parkland, NPS must work with the op
erators to make certain that they con
duct their business in a way that en
sures that the resources are protected. 
NPCA believes that oil and gas activi
ties are inherently at odds with resource 
protection and have no place in the 
parks. "We are working to push the 
Park Service to enhance its regulations. 
All oil and gas operations should be 
regulated in some fashion, and those 
that are detrimental should be blocked 
or eliminated," says Will Callaway, an 
NPCA Washington representative. 

However, the owners of oil and gas 
at Padre Island are questioning the le
gality of the 9B regulations. They have 
filed suit in U.S. District Court in Texas 
challenging the Park Service's author
ity to regulate oil and gas operations 
within the park. The owners, who claim 
the regulations are a "taking," are seek
ing compensation for $750 million. 

A ruling against the agency could 
affect the federal government's ability 
to regulate any activity on private prop
erty within a park's boundary. 

Six HUNDRED AND FIFTY miles north 
of Padre Island on the Texas 
panhandle at Lake Meredith 

National Recreation Area, a flock of 
whooping cranes flies overhead. From 
the air, the lake's blue water punctuates 
dry grasslands that seem to stretch into 
infinity. But on the ground, the land is 
scarred with countless dirt roads, pump 
jacks, storage tanks, and pipelines—in
frastructure created by 180 active oil 

At Cuyahoga, an abandoned well has not 
been properly plugged. Scientists check 
this sort of site annually for leaks. 

and gas wells before the recreation area 
came under Park Service management. 

NPS Environmental Protection Spe
cialist Wes Phillips examines the re
mains of a 500-year-old Plains Village 
Indian house, near the site of another 
proposed well. "We're now looking at 
mitigation measures," he says. "If the 
company decides to drill here, they'll 
have to hire an archaeologist to exca
vate and remove the site." 

Not only the wells themselves can 
cause problems, but roads built to gain 
access to oil and gas operations as well 
as spills can affect park resources. The 
roads, which Phillips says are "every
where," are opening up previously in
accessible areas. Oil spills happen "oc
casionally" at Lake Meredith, but he 
says companies are good about respond
ing to the mess. "Most will come in and 
clean things up right away." 

Abutting Lake Meredith, an NPS 
regulated well is pumping at Alibates 
Flint Quarries National Monument. Fif
teen active, regulated operations are in 
Big Thicket National Preserve in east

ern Texas, and more have been pro
posed. In Louisiana, an unregulated well 
lies within Jean Lafitte National His
toric Park and Preserve, on property 
not yet purchased by the federal gov
ernment. Three more unregulated wells 
are pumping in Aztec Ruins National 
Monument, New Mexico. 

Hundreds of miles east of Lake 
Meredith, Big South Fork National 
River and Recreation Area in Tennes
see contains 210 unregulated oil and 
gas operations. Standing beside an eddy 
of the Big South Fork of the Cumber
land River, NPS biologist Steve Bakaletz 
kneels, cups the murky river water, and 
lets it flow between his fingers. Before 
the industrial revolution, the Big South 
Fork used to run clean, but sediment 
from poorly built roads has turned it a 
sickly brown. 

Roads built to serve those 210 op
erations are affecting the area's water
shed. Bakaletz says eroded soil from 
road construction washes into nearby 
streams and damages life under water. 
Pump jacks, storage tanks, and pipe
lines also create an eyesore for visitors. 

Some companies, when they are done 
with an operation, have removed metal 
casings that line wells and keep con
taminants from leaking into the ground
water. Removal of the casing leaves a 
hole in the ground that can fill with oil 
or salt water and contaminate the aqui
fer. Bakaletz says he cannot tell how 
bad the problem is because he cannot 
find many of the old well sites and test 
them for water quality. 

Leaks and spills are another prob
lem. Vandals have shot holes in pipe
lines at Big South Fork several times in 
recent years, and three oil trucks have 
tipped over and spilled their loads into 
the river. Bakaletz says damage from 
the spills has been limited by fast, effi
cient company action. He says oil and 
gas companies are becoming more re
sponsive to environmental concerns. 

Elsewhere in the Park Service's 
Southeast region, Obed Wild and Sce
nic River in eastern Tennessee has four 
unregulated wells. West Virginia's Gau-
ley River National Recreation Area has 
11 unregulated wells, and New River 
Gorge National River has two. 
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Park Service biologist Meg Benke 
drives through Ohio's Cuyahoga Valley 
National Recreation Area on her way to 
check one of the 97 oil and gas wells in 
the park. She turns off the main road 
bordered with beech and maple trees 
and stops at a pump jack. "I go out and 
check each well on an annual basis," 
says Benke, looking for oil leaks at a 
well head. "I don't get out to check 
them as often as I should—I just don't 
have the time." 

Benke's boss, Brian McHugh, chief 
of resource management and visitor pro
tection, explains that the biologists are 
overwhelmed. "There is too much to 
do, and not enough time to do it in." 
McHugh says he needs more staff to 
write emergency spill plans and to moni
tor pipelines and wells for leaks. 

Extract ing oil and gas from the 
ground is "a messy operation," he says, 
and several wells no longer in use in the 
recreation area have not been properly 
plugged, negligence that could pollute 
a nearby aquifer. The unit does not have 
a groundwater monitoring system in 
place, but "People are drinking the wa
ter," says McHugh. "I think we would 
have heard if there was a problem." 
Although oil companies at Cuyahoga 
usually cooperate with the Park Ser
vice, he says, "it takes vigilance to make 
sure the operators conduct their busi
ness properly." 

Pollution has been an issue at Flor
ida's Big Cypress National Preserve, 
where spilled oil and brine have tainted 
the wetlands seven times since 1990, 
according to Ron Clark, mineral man
agement specialist. American alligators, 
manatees, Florida panthers, bald eagles, 
and an ark of other rare, endangered, 
or threatened species depend on the 
rivers and streams of Big Cypress, most 
of which flow into the Everglades. "The 
primary force behind establishing the 
preserve was to assure enough high-
quality water for Everglades National 
Park," says Big Cypress Superintendent 
Wallace Hibbard. 

The preserve may contain some 
heavy metals, but Clark says, "We're 
not aware of any permanent effects from 
any of the spills." Environmental dam
age from the 30 oil and gas wells in the 

preserve is minimal, he says, because 
local operators adhere to the 9B rules, 
follow the park's minerals management 
plan, and quickly clean up spills. 

Just as some oil and gas operations 
within a park's boundaries must adhere 
to NPS regulations, those proposed for 
public lands outside a park's bound
aries must adhere to the governing agen
cies' rules. When the developments are 
adjacent to a park's boundaries on pri
vate land, NPS tries to use its "power 
of persuasion" to get operators to make 
changes to limit the effect to the re
sources. This method does not always 
work. At Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park in North Dakota, NPCA has been 
active in trying to stop new wells from 
being drilled. 

Roger Andrascik, resource manage
ment specialist at Teddy Roosevelt, 
walks through Elkhorn Ranch and 
glances at the twisting gullies and can

yons of the surrounding Badlands. A 
pump jack spoils the view, and gas 
fumes foul the air. "They are planning 
to drill at least 630 new wells in the 
next ten years," he says. A dozen com
panies plan to drill on a national grass
land three miles from the park bound
ary, adding to the 1,500 wells already 
there. "When the price of oil goes up, 
they'll start drilling." 

At least 22 other park units face 
threats from oil and gas activities at their 
borders. These include Glacier, where 
NPCA and other groups went to court 
and won a one-year hold on plans to 
drill in the Badger-Two Medicine area. 
Also potentially threatened by oil and 
gas activities are two parks in Alaska, 
where Native corporations may drill on 
Native-owned lands inside and adjacent 
to park boundaries. 

"U.S. oil demands rise every year," 
notes Bruce Heise, environmental pro

tection specialist with the Park Service's 
Mining and Minerals Branch, "and so 
do oil imports. The United States has 
been explored extensively, and most 
large oil fields have been tapped." But 
dealing with foreign oil exporters has 
its disadvantages, he says, so the de
mand will continue for access to drill 
on public lands in the United States, 
especially for gas. New Clean Air Act 
standards and favorable economic con
ditions are spurring the industry to ap
ply for drilling permits around Dino
saur National Monument in Utah and 
Colorado, Fossil Butte National Monu
ment in Wyoming, Gauley River Na
tional Recreation Area and New River 
Gorge National River in West Virginia, 
and Lake Meredith National Recreation 
Area in Texas, he adds. 

Leonard Bower, who directs policy 
at the American Petroleum Institute— 
a trade organization representing the 

U.S. oil and gas industry—believes that 
oil and gas activities are not necessarily 
incompatible with national parks. "To 
get the most value from its land, the 
federal government needs to weigh the 
costs and benefits of various uses, in
cluding oil and gas extraction." 

Joe Lastelic, who handles public re
lations for the American Petroleum In
stitute, says, "Federal lands could be a 
major aspect of our national energy re
serves." But he adds that "millions of 
acres" in wilderness areas are closed off 
to oil and gas development. 

Some of the new leadership in Con
gress may agree with the petroleum in
stitute. The shift in Congress, some con
serva t ionis t s bel ieve, could mean 
more efforts to open previously un
touched areas to oil and gas develop
ment. Chairman of the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources, Sen. 
Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska), declined 

Sixty-five percent of the nonfederal oil and 
gas operations in parks do not have to 
comply with the special park protection 
measures required by 9B regulations. This 
oil well at Big Thicket National Preserve is 
among the exempted operations. 

to be interviewed about his upcoming 
agenda, says his press secretary Chuck 
Kleeschultee. In the past, Murkowski 
has supported opening Alaska's Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas 
development. Conservationists have es
timated that oil and gas found there 
might supply about three months of U.S. 
consumption and compromise forever 
this fragile ecosystem. But, Kleeschultee 
adds, "If you are asking if Sen. Mur
kowski supports oil wells in the middle 
of Yellowstone, the answer is no." 

David N. B. Lee specializes in environ
mental journalism and travel writing. 
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Denizens of 
the Darn 
For centuries bats have been victims 

of prejudice and misinformation, but changes in 
management and public awareness 

have given them a better chance for survival. 

By Connie Toops 



IT is A CHILLY winter day in the Ar
kansas Ozarks. A battered car stops 
along a gravel road above the head

waters of Buffalo National River, and 
five scruffy occupants walk a few paces 
into the woods. They glance nervously 
at a sign on a chain-link fence warning 
that endangered gray bats are hibernat
ing nearby. One of the men pats a bulge 
under his black leather jacket and says, 
"If any of them bats fly in my hair, I'll 
blow 'em away." 

"Come on man," urges another, pull
ing a small bag of marijuana from his 
vest. "Let's go." They scale the fence 
and disappear into a cave. 

Some 1,500 miles away in southwest
ern Mexico, a farmer and his son pile 
sticks and brush at the entrance to a 
cavern. They light the stack and watch 
in satisfaction as dense smoke billows 
into the darkness. "This will kill the 
vampires," the old man proclaims. He 
has no idea that the small brown mam
mals roosting in the cave are actually 
lesser long-nosed bats. These endan
gered creatures feed on flower nectar 
and fruit. 

Not far away, phosphate miners 
gather outside a cave where they have 
been harvesting guano (bat droppings) 
for the past few months. Hoards of bats 
have returned and are clinging to the 
ceiling above the guano deposit. The 
men are superstitious and afraid to en
ter; yet, to earn their meager living, they 
must continue mining. 

Another man arrives. His burro is 
laden with old tires, and he carries a 
small container of gasoline. Within min
utes, acrid black smoke rolls into the 
cave. Not only will the fumes trap and 
kill the bats, but toxic residue from the 
tires will probably discourage future 
populations of Mexican free-tailed bats 
from roosting there. 

These scenarios reveal a few of the 
hazards facing bats that spend a por
tion of their lives in national parks. Un
like many mammals that remain near 
the spot where they were born, bats can 
fly. Their annual cycles take them to 
various habitats and, at many of these 
places, protection is not guaranteed. 

Throughout folklore, bats have been 
portrayed as sinister, disease-bearing 

Left, a lesser long-nosed bat flies to a 

Saguaro cactus flower. Top, scientists use 

tags to track the endangered gray bat. 

vampires. Actually, bats are victims of 
prejudice and misinformation. Only 
three species, all of which live in Latin 
America, dine on blood. Vampire bats 
can be a nuisance to cattle, but even 
worse, their feeding habits have given 
more than 900 other species of bats a 
bad reputation. 

In a survey of animal "likability" 
cited by Bat Conservation International 
(BCD, a friends-of-bats organization 
based in Austin, Texas, bats scored near 
the bottom, along with vultures, 
roaches, and rattlesnakes. In truth, bats 
are well-groomed, intelligent, and ben
eficial. Nearly 30 percent of the world's 
bats eat nectar or fruit. They pollinate a 
long list of foods including bananas, 
figs, dates, and cashews. The remaining 
70 percent eat insects, consuming more 
than one-third of their body weight in 
flying ants, beetles, and moths each 
night. Among all of these insects are a 
large variety of agricultural pests, in
cluding moths and beetles that cost 
American farmers and foresters millions 
of dollars annually. Only recently have 
we begun to understand bats' ecologi
cal importance. 

Free-tailed bats migrate from Mexico 
into the southwestern United States 

each spring. They congregate in caves 
in New Mexico, Arizona, Texas, and 
Oklahoma, and females gather in a few 
large maternity colonies. The swirling 
funnel of free-tailed bats exiting Carls
bad Cavern drew attention to this cave 
in eastern New Mexico nearly a century 
ago, but the huge pile of guano they 
deposited was initially more prized than 
the animals. Some 100,000 tons of the 
ammonia-rich substance was mined for 
use as fertilizer between 1903 and 1923. 
To facilitate the mining operation, two 
shafts were blasted through the ceiling 
of Bat Cave passage, where millions of 
pregnant Mexican free-tailed bats gath
ered each year to raise their young. 

The body heat from tens of thou
sands of bats increases cave ceiling tem
peratures to levels at which babies can 
survive while their mothers are away 
feeding. When mine shafts penetrated 
Carlsbad's nursery, heat vented from 
the cave. Although no good records ex
ist, many bats may have abandoned 
Carlsbad after it was punctured. Oth
ers formed smaller nurseries elsewhere 
in the passage. 

Whether the bats left immediately is 
difficult to verify, but ample evidence 
demonstrates that puncturing the cave 
chased the animals away over a period 
of 50 years. In 1936, more than a de
cade after the Park Service acquired 
Carlsbad, the maternity colony con
tained about 8.7 million bats. By 1956, 
their numbers had dropped to 3 mil
lion, and by 1973, a mere 218,000. Fi
nally, in 1981 park officials plugged both 
mine shafts. Four years later, female bats 
began to roost in the original nursery. 
Subsequently, the size of the maternity 
colony at Carlsbad has increased to 
about 750,000 free-tails. 

Mammoth Cave in central Kentucky 
also has a sad history of insensitivity to 
bats. Tourists have flocked to Mam
moth and nearby caves for 150 years. 
Lights and visitor noise make show 
caves unsuitable for bats, which require 
consistently dark, quiet areas to raise 
young or hibernate. Visitor comfort has 
at times overshadowed the needs of cave 
fauna. For many years, large sheets of 
metal at Mammoth's historic entrance 
shielded tourists from the natural rush 
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of cold air feeding the cave. Hibernat
ing bats need relatively cold tempera
tures. Before NPS acquisition, a roost 
of the rare Indiana bat at Dixon Cave, 
which is at the park but not part of 
M a m m o t h Cave, was fenced with 
chicken wire to keep bats out. Barriers 
were erected at other entrances to con
trol visitors. 

"Mammoth Cave was one of the big
gest abusers of bats for years, and it had 
some of the world's worst gates," re
lates Roy Powers, assistant professor of 
engineering technology at Mountain 
Empire Community College in western 
Virginia. Powers has installed secure, 
bat-friendly gates at nearly a hundred 
caves and mines on federal, state, and 
private land. These gates keep intrud
ers out with horizontal bars that still 
allow the bats to enter and exit the cave 
unhindered. In 1994, Powers was a con
sultant on a project to improve Mam
moth Cave's gates. 

Robert Currie, a U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service biologist responsible for 
monitoring endangered bats in Ken
tucky, Tennessee, and the Carolinas, 
agrees that the park's bats were not al
ways a priority. Long Cave, another cave 
at Mammoth , sheltered more than 
50,000 wintering Indiana bats in 1947. 
It had a poorly designed gate and con
crete wall. The small opening allowed 
predators, such as snakes or raccoons, 
to grab bats as they entered or exited. 
(Owls and other raptors also prey on 
bats.) Impaired airflow changed humid
ity and warmed the cave above the range 
preferred by hibernating Indiana bats. 
Currie located only 782 of the now-
endangered species in this hibernacu-
lum on his 1993 census. "This repre
sents less than 2 percent of the historic 
population in Long Cave," he says. 

"The poorly designed gate and wall 
were replaced last summer," Currie con
tinues. "Normal temperatures and air
flows have apparently been restored to 
Long Cave, and we expect the Indiana 
bat population can begin to recover." 
But for mammals that have only one 
pup a year, recovery will not be rapid. 
According to Mammoth Cave resource 
management specialist Rick Olson, sev
eral other caves where Indiana bats over-

Merlin Tuttle, executive director of Bat 
Conservation International, and his 
assistant pluck a bat from a mist net at Big 
Bend National Park in Texas. BCI and 
NPS have worked out an agreement to 
conduct joint research in parks. 

winter will soon receive better bat gates. 
In summer insect-eating bats find 

abundant food over rivers, streams, 
marshes, and lakes. Like Neotropical 
songbirds, some migrate to Mexico and 
Central America for the winter. Others, 
including big-eared bats, hibernate. In 
caves with constantly cool temperatures, 
their breathing and heart rates slow, 
allowing them to survive on reserves of 
stored fat. If they are disturbed during 
hibernation, the arousal process burns 
precious calories. Repeated intrusions 
cause starvation. 

Endangered gray and Virginia big-
eared bats are responding positively to 
protection of winter roosts. The Vir
ginia big-eared bat populations dwin
dled to about 1,300 individuals by 1979. 
Recent counts in their central Appala
chian range indicate a tenfold increase. 

Scientists are cautious, though, be
cause pesticides used to control the 
gypsy moth caterpillar (an exotic spe
cies that defoliates hardwoods) also kill 
the larvae of native moths relished by 
big-eared bats. Endangered Ozark big-
eared bats are known from only two 
maternity caves in Arkansas. Recent 

spraying for gypsy moth caterpillars in 
the Buffalo River watershed, which is 
undoubtedly used by these bats, is a 
concern. Great Smoky Mountains Na
tional Park hosts significant numbers 
of hibernating Ralinesque's big-eared 
bats in remote abandoned mines. Sum
mer roosts for these bats, under evalua
tion for the endangered species list, are 
located in old buildings at Mammoth 
Cave. 

About 95 percent of the nation's gray 
bats overwinter in several caves scat
tered across Missouri, Tennessee, Ken
tucky, Alabama, and Arkansas. Dr. 
Michael J. Harvey, chairman of the de
partment of biology at Tennessee Tech
nological University, has studied bats 
in this region since the late 1970s. He 
monitors several caves at Buffalo Na
tional River used by gray and Indiana 
bats. A sizeable colony of gray bats 
(about 15 percent of the national popu
lation) hibernates in a U.S. Forest Ser
vice cave near Buffalo River. Harvey's 
censuses show gray bat numbers are 
stable or increasing slightly. Secure 
gates, in place for more than a decade 
at Buffalo River, help prevent excessive 
human intrusion. 

Harvey is worried about steadily de
clining Indiana bat populations. Gray 
bats move from winter hibernation caves 
to separate summer nursery caves. In
diana bats winter in caves but select 
forested streamside or floodplain loca-
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tions for maternity colonies. Nurseries 
are located in trees under large flaps of 
bark. 

A Canadian study using radio telem
etry determined that old-growth forests 
are vital to certain types of bats. Harvey 
believes dwindling habitat may be ham
pering reproduction of Indiana bats, but 
so far he has secured no funding for a 
thorough study. Unlike bears or deer— 
which often garner dollars for popular 
research projects—bats, shrews, and 
other "unloved" creatures are under
funded for research. 

Raymond Skiles, a wildlife resource 
management specialist at Big Bend, ech
oed that frustration. "The biggest chal
lenge is to get adequate baseline data," 
he said. "At Big Bend, we don't have a 
cave inventory or a bat inventory. Peri
odically, researchers with an interest in 
one or more species document them on 
their own. For a number of bat species, 
we can say if they're here or not, but to 
comment on the overall health of bats 
in the park requires more than an occa
sional sample." 

Of special interest at Big Bend is the 
Mexican long-nosed bat, an endangered 
species recorded from only this and one 
other location in the United States. 
Adult females reproduce in Mexico, 
then bring their pups north to feed on 
century plant nectar. They depend on a 
single roosting cave in the park. 

Organ Pipe Cactus National Monu
ment, in southern Arizona, hosts the 
largest maternity colony of endangered 
lesser long-nosed bats in the country. 
Another maternity colony was located 
near Saguaro National Park until the 
private cave was opened to tourists some 
years ago. Migrant lesser long-nosed 
bats still visit Saguaro in the summer. 
They are important pollinators of or
gan pipe and saguaro cacti, whose fruits 
provide food for the bats. The bats, in 
turn, spread seeds for new cacti in their 
droppings. 

Several other Western parks have 
sizeable bat nurseries. In 1985 a mixed 
maternity colony of Mexican free-tailed 
and Yuma myotis bats moved into a 
cliffside cave above the main ruins at 
Bandelier National Monument in New 
Mexico. Park managers rerouted a trail 

Four lesser long-nosed bats roosting. Their faces are covered with pollen. 

The Benefits of Bats 

Realizing the beneficial aspects of bats, a 

growing number of North Americans are 

attempting to lure them into their yards by 

putting up bat roosting boxes. Organic farmer 

Tony Koch was troubled with corn earworm larvae 

dining on his sweet corn. Since he attracted 

approximately 2,000 little brown bats to bat 

houses on his Oregon farm, the ear-worms have 

disappeared. 

That does not surprise Merlin Tuttle, director 

of Bat Conservation International. "One female 

Heliothis moth [an adult earworm] can lay up to 

100,000 eggs," he explained, "and the larvae are 

tremendous pests on corn, tomatoes, and other 

crops." But little brown and big brown bats relish 

Heliothis moths, keeping the pests in check. "We 

also know that a single little brown bat can catch 

600 mosquito-size insects in an hour," Tuttle 

added. A colony of 150 big brown bats—a 

number that could easily fit in a residential bat 

roost—will consume a quarter-million leafhoppers, 

cucumber beetles, stinkbugs, and June bugs 

during one summer. 

Unlike cavity-seeking bluebirds or tree swallows, 

which readily accept many styles of nest boxes, 

bats are more finicky. "There are nearly a dozen 

species in North America that use bat houses," 

Dr. Tuttle said, "but they all have different 

requirements for crevice widths, depth of the box, 

roosting temperatures, and nearness to trees." 

Solar exposure is an important variable. "It 

is rare in Canada to have a successful house that's 

not black and in all-day sun. In Pennsylvania," 

Tuttle continues, "a black box could be successful 

in six to seven hours of sun. In the southern United 

States, a black box would be too hot, unless it is 

always shaded." Tuttle suggested that anyone 

serious about attracting bats should obtain BCI's 

The Bat House Builder's Handbook. It includes 

several basic designs and mounting options to 

attract bats in various regions. 

For proof of bat house success, one need look 

no farther than Mineral Wells, Texas. In 1988 

resident Amanda Lollar found an injured Mexican 

free-tailed bat and nursed it back to health. She 

became fascinated with the creature and organized 

BATS, the Beneficial Animal Teaching Society, for bat 

rehabilitation and education. Once considered a 

nuisiance—the bats would sometimes gather in 

walls, loose window sills, or attics of old buildings— 

the animals are now provided roosts by the 

townspeople. 

By the summer of 1994, two dozen bat roosts 

graced the downtown area, and two-thirds have 

been accepted by bats. Visitors to Mineral Wells can 

pick up a map at BATS headquarters for a walking 

tour of the town's roosts. 

For more information on BATS, send a self-

addressed stamped envelope to: Amanda Lollar, 

217 N. Oak, Mineral Wells. TX 76067. 

For a copy of The Bat House Builder's Handbook 

and other educational material about bats, send a 

donation to: Bat Conservation International, P.O. 

Box 162603, Austin, TX 78716. 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

3 
Z 

~ < v 

-
z 
p 
< 
_ 
f 

z 
H < 
n — 

O 
y_ 

2 -
2 



slightly to alleviate problems from de
bris and guano raining down on visi
tors. Neither bats nor visitors seemed 
inconvenienced by the arrangement, 
and the colony is flourishing. A trailside 
colony of about 9,000 Mexican free-
tailed bats inhabits El Malpais National 
Monument in New Mexico. Although 
posted with interpretive signs, the fairly 
accessible cave experiences intrusion 
problems from illegal campers. A re
mote cave at Lava Beds National Monu
ment in California shelters a seemingly 
stable population of 345,000 Mexican 
free-tails. Heavy pesticide use on an ad
joining wildlife refuge where the bats 
feed concerns park officials. 

Bats face multiple problems that 
cross national boundaries, according to 
Merlin Tuttle, executive director of BCI. 
The most serious problem is decreasing 
habitat. BCI is pioneering agreements 
with federal, state, and private agencies 
to protect important bat roosts in caves, 
mines, and forest habitats. 

In January, BCI and the Park Ser
vice signed a memorandum of under
standing, allowing the two groups to 
conduct cooperative studies on bats. 
BCI can also support the Park Service 
in seeking funding for studies, invento
ries, and other research. BCI officials 
see an opportunity to engage in projects 
with NPS at four park units in particu
lar: Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Na
tional Historical Park in Maryland, 

Left, Mexican free-tailed bats take wing at 
dusk. Top, Pat Toops installs a sign at 
Buffalo National River, Arkansas, warning 
visitors not to enter a cave occupied by 
endangered gray bats. 

Chiricahua National Monument in Ari
zona, Death Valley National Monument 
in California, and Big Bend National 
Park in Texas. 

Besides research, education is a vital 
component in any attempt to aid bats. 
Two recent meetings between U.S. and 
Mexican officials have emphasized the 
need to educate Latin Americans about 
vital bat overwintering areas. Pesticides 
also threaten bats by reducing the gen
eral prey base and, in some cases, by 
poisoning individuals. 

Are we taking appropriate action to 
protect bats? According to Tuttle, 
"More than 50 percent of American bat 
species are in severe decline or already 
listed as endangered. Bats are excep
tionally vulnerable to extinction, in part 
because, for their size, they are the slow
est reproducing mammals on Earth." 

As we learn more about the key roles 
bats play in the health of various eco
systems, we must redouble our efforts 
to provide secure refuges for these 
highly specialized creatures of the dark. 

Connie Toops, who lives in Martinsburg, 
West Virginia, last wrote for National 
Parks about stargazing. 

37 

— 
2 

z --. _ 
z 
z 
2 

L 

2 

z 

p 
a. 
g 
2 

-

z 
2 \-~ 
Z 
z 
C 



SEA OF GRASS 
Tallgrass prairie is the only major ecosystem 

not adequately represented in the 
National Park System. But efforts are 

under way to establish the 
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve 

in the Flint Hills of Kansas. 

By Carol Estes 

I F YOU START AT the eastern edge of 
Kansas and drive 100 miles west, 
as I have this bright October after

noon, you leave behind a pastoral land
scape of quilt-square wheat fields and 
tidy circles of center-pivot corn. You 
enter a wilder land. 

Vistas expand. Row crops and 
wooded hills give way to the frothy ex
panses of native prairie grasses, rust and 
pale gold this time of year. Your car 
seems to shrink as the land begins to 
rise, gently at first, then to roll and 
buckle beneath you—as though you are 
at sea in a small boat at the edge of a 
storm. 

When the motion of the land picks 
up momentum, when the steep hillsides 
rise and fall away in swells and troughs 
that roll from horizon to horizon, you've 
reached the Flint Hills of Chase County, 
Kansas—the location of the ranch I have 
come to see. 

If you stop your car now, in the drive 
that leads to the Z Bar Ranch house, 
and step out into the steady wind, you 
will see before you part of the last ex
panse of tallgrass prairie in the country, 
prairie as the first settlers saw it. And 
you will understand why many of them 
were afraid. 

For most settlers, the plains beyond 
the Missouri were as alien as the sea. 
They felt exposed and vulnerable on 
the treeless hills and faced natural forces 
stronger than they had ever imagined. 
Ferocious thunderstorms, tornadoes, 
and blizzards swept the plains. Prairie 
fires blasted across the ground faster 
than a man on horseback could ride. 
Native warriors attacked with chilling 
skill—they could hang from the side of 
their horses at full gallop and shoot ar
rows fast enough to keep seven or eight 
in the air at a time. And even on a 
peaceful fall day such as this one, when 
the prairie's grace is more evident than 
its power, it could be a hard, vast, lonely 
place, where the wind blew without 
ceasing. Sometimes the prairie drove 
people mad. 

But that was a long time ago. We no 
longer fear the prairie—now we have 
reason to fear for it. 

Aldo Leopold predicted that "no liv
ing man will see again the long-grass 

Only about 2 percent of the original tall
grass prairie remains. The best of what is 
left is in the Flint Hills of Kansas, where 
the National Park Trust and NPCA are 
working to create a national preserve. 

38 

Q 
< 
< 
2 
Z 



Visitor facilities are not yet 
in place, but as the prairie 
park gradually opens to the 
public it will offer an 
exciting new destination in 
America's heartland. 
Drawing on the ranch's 
outstanding resources and 
landscape, the park will 
provide many outdoor 
recreational and educational 
opportunities. 

prairie, where a sea of prairie flowers 
lapped at the stirrups of the pioneer." 
By and large, he was right. Of the 
400,000 square miles (256 million acres) 
of prairie that once stretched from 
North Dakota to Texas, from Illinois to 
Colorado, less than one percent sur
vives. Most of that is fragmented— 
small, isolated acres here and there— 
and thousands of those acres are lost 
each year to agriculture or development. 

But when he predicted the end of 
the prairie, Leopold must have forgot
ten about the Flint Hills. Too steep and 
rocky to farm, this narrow swath of hills 
that runs from the Kansas-Nebraska 
border south into Oklahoma escaped 
the plow. Instead, large ranches sprang 
up, thousands of acres apiece. One of 
the most beautiful of these, the 10,894-
acre Z Bar Ranch near Strong City, Kan
sas, is on the verge of becoming the 
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve, part 
of the National Park System—if all goes 
well. 

BARBARA ZURHELLEN, the Kansas 
State graduate hired as inter
preter and caretaker by the Z 

Bar's new owner, the National Park 
Trust, meets me at the back door of the 
three-story limestone ranch house. Bar
bara, a park resource manager, and her 
husband Scott, a retired military man, 
have moved into the house on an as
signment that she says is a dream come 
true. I ask her if she thinks the tallgrass 
prairie will finally become a part of the 
National Park System. 

"We're not out of the woods yet—so 
to speak," she says. I share her unease. 
It has taken 40 years of trying and fail

ing to reach this point, 40 years of com
ing close. 

The National Park Service and Na
tional Parks and Conservation Associa
tion began exploring the possibility of 
preserving prairie in the 1950s, an idea 
that made sense: the tallgrass prairie 
was, and still is, the only major North 
American ecosystem not adequately rep
resented in the park system. "It's also 
the symbol of our nation," according to 
NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard. 
"Crossing that unknown space was a 
passage of the spirit. The prairie was 
where we were transformed from im
migrants to Americans." 

Each decade since has seen the birth 
and death of attempts to preserve a ma
jor parcel of prairie, and in most cases 
the projects were killed by opposition 
from local landowners to federal land 
acquisition. Their fears were fanned in 
the 1970s by a proposal that would have 
preserved 185,000 acres through con
demnation, and the specter of this kind 
of government "land grab" has haunted 
all the efforts that followed, including 
the current attempt to preserve the Z 
Bar Ranch. 

When Kansas Rep. Dan Glickman 
introduced a bill in 1991 that provided 
for the purchase of the ranch by the 
Park Service, agriculture groups such 
as the Kansas Farm Bureau and the Kan
sas Livestock Association were vehe
mently opposed. Responding to their 
concerns about public land ownership, 
Sen. Nancy Kassebaum helped set up a 
private foundation with a board of trust
ees that included representatives of all 
interested parties—ranchers, conserva
tionists, and others. She gave the board 

a year, initially, to find a way to pur
chase the land and come up with a man
agement plan. When, after two years, 
the board had not succeeded in pur
chasing the ranch, the plan was aban
doned. 

At that point, when it looked as if 
the ranch would be lost, the National 
Parks and Conservation Association 
stepped in and lent $1.79 million to the 
National Park Trust, a private, nonprofit 
conservation trust associated with 
NPCA, for a downpayment on the prop
erty. "They saved the day," says Ron 
Klataske, west central region vice presi
dent of the National Audubon Society. 

The NPCA board's decision to make 
the loan was brilliant, according to Paul 
Pritchard. "I'm proud that our board 
voted to invest in the preservation of 
the prairie. How often do you hear of 
that kind of boldness and commitment 
from any organization?" 

The latest bill, introduced late in the 
1994 session and cosponsored by the 
whole Kansas delegation, provides for 
an innovative compromise in the own
ership and management of the proposed 
preserve. Under this bill, the National 
Park Service will own only 180 acres, 
those that contain the house and build
ings and the site of the planned visitor 
center. The remaining 10,714 acres will 
be owned by the National Park Trust. 
The National Park Service will manage 
the preserve, but local people will help 
design the management plan and over
see its implementation. Under this com
promise, Chase County loses no taxes, 
local people have a say in the manage
ment of the site, and the federal gov
ernment is prohibited from acquiring 
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more land than the 180 acres specified 
in the bill. 

Any federal ownership is too much, 
though, according to the Kansas Farm 
Bureau, which voted at its November 
meeting to oppose the bill. The Kansas 
Livestock Association, meeting in early 
December, followed suit. 

"It's been a very divisive issue," Bar
bara says. That's why she would like to 
stay on, if and when the Park Service 
takes over. "These are good people here, 
and they've really made us feel welcome 
in the community. The Park Service has 
good people too, of course. I just want 
to make sure the local prople are dealt 
with sensitively in the transition." 

W HEN I ASK her where to 
camp, Barbara shows me a 
dirt track heading east. I 

follow it, dry grass scratching against 
the bottom of my car, around a bright 
green field of winter wheat, past startled 
herds of deer, and around the side of a 

great sculpted hill where the view seems 
to hold more sky than valley. I begin to 
set up camp, surrounded by hills like 
worn upholstery, overlooking green val
leys and trees that cling close to the 
creek. 

The sun is nearly set when I finally 
manage to pound tent stakes into the 
rocky ground, bending them all in the 
process. I am both exposed and utterly 
alone. And just as I am congratulating 
myself on my privacy, thinking that I 
would have to drive a thousand miles 
before I could be this isolated again, 
two cowboys drive up in a truck. 

"You supposed to be here?" the man 
in the passenger seat asks. I explain 
that I have permission, that I am here 
to write about the prairie. Gorgeous 
country, I say, looking out across the 
valley at the rough hills darkening to 
silhouettes in the sunset. 

They nod politely, facing straight 
ahead. Long pause. 

"Where you from?" asks the driver. 

The Z Bar Ranch covers almost 11,000 
acres of tallgrass prairie—a rolling, nearly 
treeless landscape that sustains some 200 
species of birds, 31 types of mammals, and 
29 kinds of reptiles and amphibians. 

Eastern Kansas, I say, but I grew up 
in Colorado. 

"Colorado! And you think this is nice 
country?" They look at each other and 
laugh. 

Another long pause. They look over 
my camping gear and the backpacking 
tent I've set up. 

"Sure is easy to tell you're from Colo
rado," the driver says. 

"Why?" I ask. 
They look at each other again, too 

polite to say what they're thinking. But 
I'm pretty sure I know. "Because no
body from around here would be fool
ish enough to do this?" I ask. 

They laugh and drive off, leaving me 
one piece of advice: "Watch out for 
rattlers!" 
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ONE OF THE TWO toughest prob
lems facing the people who 
want to preserve the prairie is 

that it tends to be invisible, sometimes 
even to the people who live there. To 
many, a prairie is nature's vacant lot. 
There is nothing there, they say, com
pared to mountains or oceans or 
deserts—nothing but grass. 

We must learn to see. 
William Least Heat-Moon, who be

came intimately acquainted with these 
very same prairie hills during the writ
ing of PrairyErth, wrote of the process: 
"It's not that I had to learn to think 
flat—the prairies rarely are—but I had 
to begin thinking open and lean, seeing 
without set points of obvious focus, no
ticing first the horizon and then draw
ing my vision back toward the middle 
distance where so little appears to exist. 
I came to understand that the prairies 
are nothing but grass as the sea is noth
ing but water." 

Andrew Wyeth described the sec
ond problem when he said, "It's the 
commonplace that's the thing, but it's 
hard to find." The prairie, which used 
to be the essence of the commonplace, 
is now very hard to find. Few people 
have ever had a chance to see it, let 
alone ride through it on horseback or 
walk through it, touch it, or learn any
thing of its 600 species of plants and 
animals. 

The Plains Indians developed cul
tures beautifully attuned to the prairie 
and were better acquainted with it than 
anyone since. They used more than 100 
plant species for food and more than 
200 for medicine—uses that modern 
scientists have yet to investigate. But 
scientists such as Jim Reichman, who 
has spent years studying the Konza, an
other Flint Hills prairie, write with ad
miration of the elegant adaptations 
of prairie plants—of drought-proof big 
bluestem, a grass whose roots extend 
12 feet down, of the prairie's efficiency 
and productivity, of the wonderful ways 
that fire has shaped the prairie. Wes 
Jackson, a plant geneticist from Salina, 
Kansas, has spent his life working out a 
model for our agricultural system based 
on the prairie's incredibly productive, 
erosion- and drought-proof, self-sustain-

The ranch complex (above) comprises a 
number of historic buildings, including the 
manor house (top). Sideoats grama (right) 
is one of many native prairie grasses; 
some, including Indiangrass and big blue-
stem, can grow as tall as ten feet. 

ing, sun-driven system. 
But to appreciate the prairie, people 

must have a chance to see it. That, says 
Audubon's Klataske, is the main reason 
to make the Z Bar Ranch part of the 
National Park System. "We are facing a 
dual tragedy," says Klataske. "First, 
there is the tragedy that so much of the 
prairie has been lost. Then there is the 
tragedy that no one realizes it." Klataske 
believes that a national preserve will 

lend status to prairies. "Maybe then 
people with small plots of prairie on 
their land will say, 'Hey, I've got some
thing of value here!' And maybe they 
won't plow it under." 

N IGHT HAS FALLEN on my prairie 

campsite. I brought a flash
light with me, but the moon, 

only half full, seems so close that I don't 
need it, even when I'm writing in my 
notebook. 

I sleep lightly, waking to the flash of 
a falling star so bright I mistake it for 
lightning. Waking again to the howl of 
coyotes, then absolute quiet, except for 
the distant whine of an occasional truck 
on a highway I can't even see. And wak-
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ing once more to the awareness of the 
Earth turning on its axis, the stars slid
ing across the sky. 

And then, at dawn, I am jolted awake 
by cattle bawling, horns honking, men 
yelling—so close by that I expect to be 
stampeded. Quickly I stuff my dew-
soaked tent into the back of my car 
before I see that the cattle roundup is 
at least a mile away, across a valley. I 
can see the cowboys from the night be
fore, mounted, skillfully heading off the 
cattle that try to cut away from the herd. 

W HEN I ARRIVE back at the 
house, Barbara disappears 
to make coffee before we 

head out to tour the house and grounds. 
I wait for her in the reception room. 

Standing in the high double door
way of Stephen F. Jones' mansion, on 
the step his feet helped wear down, it is 
easy to imagine a time before the ranch, 
when the view from this hill might have 
included bison, elk, and pronghorn. Or 
to imaginel878, when Jones and his wife 
first arrived in Strong City. He must 
have created quite a stir, this man with 
"money sticking out of every pocket," 
as the locals described him, when he 
rode into town and unloaded 2,000 head 
of fancy European cattle from the train. 

He promptly bought the first piece 
of the land that would become Z Bar 
Ranch. Then he hired 20 men to work 
night and day to build a huge barn, a 
Second Empire-style house, and numer
ous outbuildings from hand-cut cotton-
wood limestone quarried near Strong 
City. The noise, the light, and the com
motion were enough to cause travelers 
crossing the prairie at night to mistake 
the ranch for the town, two miles away. 

There must have been nights when 
the house stood with doors wide open, 
brightly lit with lanterns for a party— 
when lines of buggies pulled up out 
front and couples decked in finery 
strolled up the terraced front walk past 
the spring-fed fountain, through the 
roses and lilacs, and into the twin re
ception rooms of the finest house in the 
county. 

Jones' enormous barn (110 by 60 
feet) is just as impressive as his house. 
Also built of stone, it is situated on a 

hillside so that it can be entered at 
ground level on two floors. Jones had 
the carpenters build ramps designed to 
allow a wagon and team of horses to be 
driven directly up onto the third floor, 
unloaded, and driven down the ramp 
on the other side. 

A mile north of the house is another 
monument to Jones' memory—a one-
room prairie school, built in 1882 on 
land he donated, a prairie school so 
perfect that Heat-Moon said, "you've 
seen it in your imagination." Classes 
met there for nearly 50 years. 

As we walk, Barbara describes the 
plans for the preserve as it is gradually 
opened to the public over the next few 
years—a nature trail first, then perhaps 
haywagon rides, a small-scale working 
cattle operation, Native American cul
ture exhibits, cattle ranching exhibits, 
maybe the reintroduction of native spe
cies. But the focus, she says, will always 
be on the prairie itself. 

A S I PREPARE TO LEAVE, a Cattle 

truck pulls up to the barn, and 
I watch for awhile as the men 

try to load the cattle. The cattle are 
understandably reluctant. It takes a lot 
of yelling, banging on the side of the 
truck, poking and prodding to get them 
into the truck. 

Long-horn beetle on cat-claw sensitive 
brier, one of an estimated 400 species of 
vascular plants found in the Flint Hills. 

I too am reluctant to leave. I know 
this particular prairie will be here when 
I return, preserved with care by the 
National Park Trust or the National 
Park Service or both. Even so, even 
though it's been here for millennia, the 
place seems fragile. But perhaps that's 
just another word for subtle. And the 
prairie is subtle, compared with the 
Rockies, the Canyonlands, and other 
landscapes people drive all the way 
across the country to see. But, as Walt 
Whitman told us, the prairie is "our 
characteristic landscape," the center of 
our national identity. 

Will people drive all the way across 
the country to see the prairie? And when 
they do, will they see it? 

Carol Estes, former director of the Kan
sas Land Trust, now writes and teaches 
at Kansas University. 

If you are interested in helping with 
the effort to establish the Z Bar Ranch 
as a unit of the National Park System, 
please write to NPCA, Park Activist 
Network, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 
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National 
partes 

1. Afognak Wilderness Lodge 
Vacation where you can play hard, eat big. sleep deep and want to 
return. 

2. Alaska Cruises 
Cruise to 2.2 million acre Misty Fjords National Monument aboard 
32-passenger. 65' "Crystal Fjord". 

3. Alaska Wildtand Adventures 
Free 24-pg. color brochure featuring informative and participa
tory Natural History Tours in Alaska. (800) 334-8730. 

4. Alpine Adventure Trails Tours 
Hike the Swiss Alps. Moderate optional length DAY hiking. Sky
line trails, "the Hikers Paradise." 

5. American Dream Safari 
Tallgrass region, southwest. & highwest national parks. Vintage 
classic vehicles, driver-guide. Free brochure—800-552-2397. 

6. Archaeological Conservancy, The 
National nonprofit preserves endangered archaeological sites in 
U.S. Expert tours in U.S.. Mexico. Central America. 

7. Arctic Treks 
Backpack and/or raft in some of the wildest and most remote 
mountains anywhere on Earth: Alaska's Brooks Range. 

8. Bugg-Off/The Natural Answer 
Natural Bug Repellent. Guaranteed to repel mosquitoes, gnats, 
black flies, and more. Also available for pets. 

9. California Trade & Commerce 
FOR BETTER NATURE OUTINGS. Receive free insider tips via 
fax or mail. 1-800-GO-CALIF. 

10. Camp Denali & North Face Lodge. Alaska 
Small, remote, owner-operated wilderness lodges in heart of park 
with Mount McKinley views. Natural history and guided hiking. 

11. Camping World 
Is the world's largest supplier of RV accessories and supplies. Call 
1-800-626-5944 for a FREE catalog. 

12. Campmor 
FREE CATALOG. For all your adventure equipment and cloth
ing, look no further than Campmor. 1-800-CAMPMOR. 

13. Casual Collections 
For your casual lifestyle at home and away! Stylish clothing, 
bags, accessories, decorator accents. Free catalog. 1-800-886-
6878. 

14. Catalyst Cruises 
Cruise as if you are on your own yacht in Washington's San Juan 
Islands. British Columbia, and inside passage. 

15. Center For Immigration Studies 
A research and educational organization studying immigration's 
impacts on the population, economy, and environment. 

16. Clear Water Trader 
Need foods for Recreation. Emergency Preparations, or Long 
Term Storage Programs? Contact Clear Water Trader— 
Discount Prices—1-800-440-9904. 

17. Coldwater Creek 
Come up to the Northcountry for America's most unique selec
tion of casual clothing, jewelery. and gifts. Free catalog. 1-800-
262-0040. Dept. 1000. 

18. Collette Tours 
Experience the majestic Canadian Rockies. Stay at Chateau Lake 
Louise and Banff Springs Hotel. (800) 717-9191. 

19. Deva Lifewear 
Natural fiber clothing handcrafted with respect for the environ
ment. 40-pg. color catalog. Free! 

20. Eagle Optics 
Free comprehensive binocular and spotting scope buying guide 
and discount price list. 

21 . Earth Is Yours Walking Tours, The 
Active walking holidays, weekends/weeklongs. Midwest, Smoky 
Mountains. California. France. New Zealand, and Ireland. 

22. ekko Clothing Company 
Quality clothing for a variety of life's adventures. Free catalog I • 
800-577-8833. 

FREE Information 
Circle the corresponding numbers on the mail-in card at page 24 to send 
for free information from these advertisers. 

23. Energy Efficient Environments 
Our catalog contains energy saving and earth friendly products 
for your home. 

24. Far & Away Adventures 
Unparalleled vacations paddling in Yellowstone rafting the 
Middle Fork Salmon or exploring Costa Rica. 800-232-8588. 

25. Glacier Bay Tours and Cruises 
Include Glacier Bay National Park in your Alaska visit. There is 
no equal! Send for free full-color brochure. 

26. Grand Canyon Railway 
Travel to the Grand Canyon aboard a turn-of-the-century steam 
train. Many overnight packages are available. 1-800-THE-TRAIN. 

27. Grizzly Gear 
Our tough kit will easily hoist all of your gear up away from the 
bears! 

28. Job Seeker 
The Job Seeker specializing in natural resource and environmen
tal careers nationwide. 

29. Kenai Fjords Tours 
Alaska's finest wildlife and glacier cruises since 1974. Kenai 
Fjords National Park. Colorful brochure! 

30. Kennicott Glacier Lodge 
Alaska! Premier wilderness lodge in America's largest National 
Park. Glacier hikes, rafting, photography and more. 

31 . L.L. Bean, Freeport. Maine 
Our 1995 Spring Sporting Catalog offers our widest range of gear 
and apparel for your outdoor adventures. All products 100% guar
anteed for complete satisfaction. 

32. Leatherman ® Tool Group 
World's finest compact multi-purpose tools. 100% Stainless steel-
Made in U.S.A.-25 Year Guarantee. Free brochure. 

33. Make A Difference 
Let Mr. Alligator. Mr. Manati and others teach your children the 
importance of conservation. 

34. March For Parks 
Participate in the nation's largest Earth Day walk event for parks 
and open spaces. 

35. National Camera Exchange 
Quality binoculars and spotting scopes at the best prices. Call 
our binocular experts toll-free at 1-800-6240-8107. 

36. National Parks of the North 
Brochure describing NPCA's private railcar tour through Mon
tana. Visits to Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks. 

37. National Park Publicattons-Vistabooks 
Quality books, maps, videos help guide you to and through na
tional parks. Free catalog—1.300+ titles, some discounts. 

38. NPCA Matching Gift 
Receive a list of employers who match donations made by their 
employees to NPCA. 

39. NPCA Planned Giving 
Free brochure about including NPCA in your will or making a 
planned gift. 

40. NPCA's Marketing Department 
Free info, on NPCA products. T-shirts, posters, greeting cards, 
publications, phonecards. figurines, and much more! 

41 . New England Cartographies. Inc. 
Intriguing and unique stationery. Geolopes™ are made from 
government surplus topographic maps. Free samples. 

42. North Dakota Tourism 
Discover the spirit of North Dakota. FREE vacation planning 
guide. 1-800-HELLO-ND. 

43. Orvis Company, The 
Our summer edition features a special collection of ladies' fine 
clothing and accessories. Free catalog. 

44. Outdoor Bookstore. The 
Specializes in books from the Rockies to Alaska. Hiking, biking. 
nature, travel & more. Free 32-page catalog. 

45. Park Activist Network 
Activists - Get involved by writing letters and making phone calls 
on key park legislation. 

46. Partners for Parks 
Many of NPCA's members participate in a monthly giving pro
gram. Free information is available. 

47. Perfect Image Presentations, Inc. 
Professional 40-minute videos. See and hear relaxing, beautiful 
scenery without leaving home. Free brochure. 

48. Precision Instruments 
Binocular service. Cleaning and repair. 100% satisfaction guar
anteed. Free catalog on services, optical instruments and acces
sories. 

49. R.E.I. 
Outdoor gear and clothing for hikers, campers, climbers, and 
other outdoor enthusiasts. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

50. Rico Tours 
A travel company offering custom itineraries to Costa Rica and 
specialized groups, nature and adventure tours. 

51 . ROW's Magical Adventures 
Raft Idaho's Snake or Salmon Rivers, yacht Turkey, barge France 
or trek Nepal. FREE 20-pg. brochure of adventures. 

52. SBS Walk'n The West 
Explore new and different trails with other active folks over 50. 
Spectacular scenery, quality lodging, fine meals, great compan
ions. 

53. Screen Logic 
Natl Pks & Wildlife Savers. Two computer Screensaver photo col
lections - help save parks and wildlife. 1-800-920-7020. 

54. Sierra Salaries Wilderness Trips 
Experience and explore the GREATER YELLOWSTONE ECOSYS
TEM with our naturalist guided 1-7 day safaris. 

55. Sierra Trading Post 
Save 35-70% on name brand outdoor clothing and equipment 
everyday. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

56. Stackpole Books 
Publishers of high-quality, informative books on wildlife, nature, 
and outdoor sports. 

57. Star Hill Inn 
Astronomy retreat in the Rockies! Birding, observing, hiking, ski
ing, relaxing. Seven charming cottages, fireplaces, telescopes, 
workshops. 270+ species of birds. 

58. Thundering Herd Buffalo Products 
Offers delicious low-cholesterol meat, lustrous robes from 
ranched buffalo. Catalog. 

59. Tough Traveler® KidSYSTEMS,M 

Excellent child carrier backpacks for comfort on trips large and 
small. 

60. Trails Illustrated 
High quality topos of national parks and areas: Colorado. Utah. 
New Mexico, and Alaska. 

61 . Travel Montana 
More than you've imagined. Guide to Montana's scenic attrac
tions, historic sites, lodging, camping and recreation. 

62. Wayfaring Travelers 
Unique historical walking vacation along backroads and hidden 
corners of Shenandoah Valley and Colonial Virginia. 

63. Wilderness Southeast 
Discover the Southeast and Central America. Wilderness adven
tures—natural and cultural history and ecology. Free catalog. 

64. windSpirit Books 
Guidebooks for women traveling in the West, women's outdoor 
adventure books, outfitters and maps. Free catalog. 

Send now, offer ends May 31,1995. 



A C C E S S 

A New Birth 
of Freedom 

The end of the Civil War 130 years ago—represented by several 
park sites—marked the beginning of a new era for the nation. 

by Kim A. O'Connell 

IN HIS FAMOUS SPEECH at Gettysburg 

in November 1863, Abraham Lin
coln said the Civil War was a test of 

the United States' founding principles 
of liberty and equality. The war dead, 
he continued, "gave their lives that that 
nation might live." Today, 130 years 
after the bloody conflict drew to its close 
in April 1865, many observers agree that 
the Civil War presaged the modern age 
and that wartime productivity contrib
uted to the nation's preeminence in the 
20th century. 

The war's last months were marked 
by both the destruction brought by war
fare and the boom in industry that re
sults from wartime needs. By autumn 
1864, Union generals William Tecum-
seh Sherman and Philip H. Sheridan 
were burning through the Deep South 
and the Shenandoah Valley, respec
tively, destroying everything perceived 
to have economic value for the Confed
eracy. As a result, in 1865 a barrel of 
flour cost an astonishing $1,250 in Rich
mond, compared with a price of $70 
just two years before, a cost that at the 
time drew angry protests because it was 
considered exorbitant. 

Despite this time of vast destruction, 
the Union made some technological 
progess, adding about 15,000 miles of 
telegraph lines (the South added 1,000). 
In addition, coal and iron production 
was about a quarter percent higher in 

the North than it had been for the whole 
count ry in an tebe l lum years. The 
North's economy was strong enough 
after the war to apply resources toward 
building the railroad, continuing the 
nation's westward expansion. 

In the last year of war, the death toll 
rapidly rose toward its eventual num
ber of 620,000, more than ten times the 
number of American lives lost during 
the Vietnam War. Although at a ter
rible cost, the bloodshed forced impor
tant medical advances. The Union's 
small Army Medical Department grew 

to a large system of hospitals. Strides 
were made in surgery, record keeping, 
and preventive medicine. Doctors be
gan to study the psychological effects 
of war, such as the exhaustion and emo
tional trauma that in 20th century wars 
would be called shell shock or combat 
fatigue. And Clara Barton, who nursed 
the wounded at many battlefields and 
helped identify the Union dead at An-
dersonville prison in 1865, saw the need 
for a medical organization that could 
be counted on in emergencies. She 
founded and became the first president 
of the American Red Cross 16 years 
after the war ended. 

More than 30 Civil War battlefields 
and related areas are preserved in the 
National Park System, tracing nearly 
every aspect of the war, including the 
events that drove and shaped its end. 
Many sites offer living history programs 
in peak seasons. 

Andersonvi l le 
As the Civil War dragged on, the build
ings used for imprisonment—old forts, 
warehouses, jails—could no longer con
tain the captured. Of the many prison 
camps built to accommodate the over
flow, Andersonville (or Camp Sumter, 
as it was officially called) was the most 
notorious. This Georgia camp, the larg
est of the Confederate prisons, opened 
in February 1864 and confined 45,000 

Visitors can see the cemetery at Andersonville, the most notorious Southern prison camp. 
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Union soldiers over the next 14 
months. Of these, nearly 13,000 died 
from disease, unsanitary conditions, 
exposure, and malnutrition. 

By 1864 the South was economi
cally destitute, barely able to pro
vide for its own army, let alone its 
prisoners. Living conditions at the 
Andersonville prison were so hor
rible that more than 300 prisoners 
died over a period of several days in 
August 1864. Without proper bar
racks, prisoners dug holes—which 
can still be seen—to protect them
selves or to find water. 

By spring 1865, Andersonville had 
become a symbol of such misery that 
the North demanded recompense. 
After the war, Captain Henry Wirz, 
the prison's commandant, was found 
guilty of war crimes by a Union mili
tary tribunal and executed. His was 
the only such trial to result from the 
Civil War. 

Today, Andersonville, in addition to 
preserving the camp, serves as a memo
rial to all Americans held as prisoners 
of war. Sections of the original stock
ade have been reconstructed, and a na
tional cemetery, earthworks, and pris
oner-of-war museum are found among 
commemorative monuments and a tree-
lined landscape. 

Food, supplies, and campsites are 
available in the town of Andersonville, 
and other accommodations can be 
lound in nearby towns. For more infor
mation, contact the Superintendent, An
dersonville National Historic Site, Rte. 
1, Box 85, Andersonville, GA 31711, 
912-924-0343. 

Richmond 
Throughout the Civil War, the city of 
Richmond was the primary focus of 
Union advances. Chosen as the Con
federate capital for its location in popu
lous, prestigious Virginia and because 
it was near Washington, D.C., and the 
border states, Richmond became known 
as the political, manufacturing, medi
cal, and military center of the South. 

In 1862, Union General George B. 
McClellan attempted to capture the city 
but was kept at bay by the Confederate 
army of General Robert E. Lee. Two 

i M GLOV1 K 

The entrance to a tunnel dug by Union 
soldiers can still be seen at Petersburg. 

years later, General Ulysses S. Grant 
assumed command of the Union forces 
and began to edge southward to wage 
war against the Southern capital. 

Richmond National Battlefield Park 
is composed of ten units (which can be 
seen along an 80-mile driving tour) that 
played roles in both the 1862 and 1864 
campaigns. One of the best examples 
of Civil War field fortifications can be 
found at Cold Harbor, site of Grant's 
initial frontal assault against Richmond. 
Both Union and Confederate earth
works are visible, in some places merely 
200 yards apart. When the Union at
tacked on June 3, 1864, well-entrenched 
Confederates felled some 7,000 men 
within an hour. 

After what would prove to be Lee's 
last major field victory, Grant aban
doned his strategy of direct assault and 
withdrew his army during the night of 
June 12. The attack on Petersburg was 
three days away. 

The park's visitor center occupies the 
site of Chimborazo Hospital, one of the 
largest built in the South during the 
war. Hiking trails and picnic areas can 
be found at several battle sites. Food 
and lodging is available along the tour 
route and in the city of Richmond. For 

more information, contact the Su
perintendent, Richmond National 
Battlefield Park, 3215 E. Broad 
Street, Richmond, VA 23223, 804-
226-1981. 

Petersburg 
From mid-June 1864 through the 
first days of April 1865, Grant's army 
struggled to gain control of Peters
burg, Virginia, the conflux of the rail
roads supplying Lee's army and the 
city of Richmond. By this time, Lee 
had 65,000 men against Grant's 
122,000. Although the larger, well-
equipped Union army had invested 
Petersburg with a 37-mile-long siege 
line, the Confederates held their 
ground by relying on trenches and 
earthworks—a common sight in the 
Civil War's later battles as well as in 
20th century wars. Some of the 70 
miles of earthworks are still visible 

at Petersburg National Battlefield. 
In a main unit in Petersburg as well 

as at points south and west, the park 
includes batteries, forts, and other sites 
at which fighting occurred during the 
ten-month siege. Arguably the most fas
cinating of these is the Crater, where an 
ingenious plan turned sour. 

In July 1864, Union soldiers, many 
former coal miners, dug a 511 -foot-long 
tunnel toward a Confederate strong
hold, intending to explode four tons of 
gunpowder beneath it. The explosion 
created a crater 170 feet long, 60 feet 
wide, and 30 feet deep. Not realizing 
the Confederates still maintained a for
midable force, Union troops charged 
into the crater rather than bypassing it, 
allowing the Confederates to reclaim 
the high ground and inflict heavy casu
alties. Its contours softened by time, 
the crater and evidence of the tunnel 
can still be seen. 

After eight more months of fighting, 
on the night of April 2,1865, Lee evacu
ated Petersburg and Richmond and 
headed west. His meeting with Grant 
in Appomattox Court House was seven 
days away. 

The park has hiking and biking trails 
and two self-guiding auto tours. Food, 
supplies, camping, and other overnight 
accommodations are available in the city 
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of Petersburg. For more information, 
contact the Superintendent, Petersburg 
National Battlefield, P.O. Box 549, Pe
tersburg, VA 23804, 804-732-3531. 

Appomattox Court House 
"I would rather die a thousand deaths," 
said Lee as he prepared to surrender 
his bone-weary, hungry army to Grant. 
The capitulation of Lee and his army— 
the last great hope for the Confedera
cy—would push the remaining armies 
in the field to surrender within weeks. 

On April 9, 1865, nearly four years 
to the day from the firing on Fort 
Sumter in South Carolina, Lee and 
Grant met at Wilmer McLean's house 
in the rural Virginia settlement of Appo
mattox Court House to discuss the 
terms of surrender. Ironically, McLean 
had moved to Appomattox from Man
assas after a Union shell landed on his 
property. 

The most famous painting of the 
meeting, by Louis Guillaume, shows the 
two generals seated together at a small 
table in McLean's parlor. In fact, the 
generals sat at separate tables some dis
tance apart. Grant asked that the Con
federates never take up arms again 
against the Union and allowed officers 
their sidearms and soldiers their horses. 
After agreeing to the terms, Lee was 
introduced to Grant's military secretary, 
Colonel Ely Parker, a Seneca Indian. 
Upon meeting Parker, Lee said, "I am 
glad to see one real American here." To 
the vanquished commander, Parker re
sponded, "We are all Americans." 

Appomattox Court House National 
Historical Park maintains the small 
village's 1865 appearance. Besides the 
McLean house, the park includes the 
reconstructed court house (now also the 
visitor center), a jail, a few residences 
and slave quarters, and a Confederate 
cemetery. A well-narrated electric map 
in the visitor center traces the armies' 
movements toward Appomattox. 

Motels, campgrounds, and restau
rants can be found in the town of Appo
mattox. For more information, contact 
the Superintendent, Appomattox Court 
House National Historical Park, P.O. 
Box 218, Appomattox, VA 24522, 804-
352-8782. 

On April 9, 1865, Confederate General Robert E. Lee surrendered to Union General 
Ulysses S. Grant at Wilmer McLean's house at Appomattox Court House, Virginia. 

Ford's Theatre 
In the days after Appomattox, Presi
dent Abraham Lincoln was caught up 
in the ebullient celebration of Union 
victory in Washington, D.C. On April 
11, 1865, he spoke of his plans for Re
construction and the enfranchisement 
of black Americans before a crowd on 
the White House lawn. His words, sure
ly inspirational for most, were inflamma
tory for one listener, a well-known ac
tor and Confederate agent by the name 
of John Wilkes Booth. Having failed in 
a plot to kidnap Lincoln nearly a month 
before, Booth vowed to avenge the 
South once and for all. 

On the night of April 14, Booth took 
his chance. Lincoln and his wife Mary 
Todd, along with companions Major 
Henry Rathbone and Clara Harris, had 
come to Ford's Theatre to enjoy a per
formance of Our American Cousin. Dur
ing the second scene of Act III, at 10:15 
p.m., Booth shot the president, stabbed 
Rathbone, and leapt to the stage, escap
ing out the theater's back door. Lincoln 
was carried to a residence across the 
street, where the most eloquent of presi
dents died at 7:22 a.m. 

Ford's Theatre National Historic Site 

has been restored to its 1865 appear
ance. The building where Lincoln was 
shot was used in intervening years as a 
warehouse and for government offices. 
In addition to commemorating Lincoln, 
the theater is active year-round, show
ing a full schedule of plays produced by 
the Ford's Theatre Society. The Lin
coln Assassination Museum and a book
store can be found in the basement of 
the theater, and the house where Lin
coln died is also maintained tor visitors. 

In the past, to mark the anniversary 
of the assassination, park workers have 
impersonated Lincoln and read some 
of his most famous speeches. At other 
times, special events have been put on 
in conjunction with the theater society. 

Ford's Theatre is located near many 
national park units in Washington, D.C. 
Food, supplies, and lodging are all avail
able in the city. Some of these services 
are within one block of the theater. For 
more information, contact the Site Man
ager, Ford's Theatre National Historic 
Site, 511 Tenth Street, N.W., Washing
ton, DC 20004,202-426-6924. 

Kim A. O'Connell is news editor of Na
tional Parks. 
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National Parks and Conservation Association presents 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S O F T H E N O R T H : 
M O N T A N A BY P R I V A T E R A I L 

June 20-28,1995 

I'juumg hv Ctistjv Krollmjnn trttm the private collection ol IJr Alfred Runte 

This summer join the NPCA for a 

journey to Glacier and Yellowstone 

National Parks and Little Bighorn National 

Monument. Between visits to the parks, 

we spend four days on our deluxe private 

train, the Northern Parks Limited, crossing the 

Continental Divide between Livingston 

and Paradise. NPCA trustee and historian 

Dr. Alfred Runte and park officials will 

discuss issues affecting the national parks 

along the way. 

For a brochure and more information send this coupon lo: NPCA, attn: 
Jessie Brinkley, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington DC 20036 
Or call us at (800) 628-7275 (NAT PARK) ext. 130. 

Yes, Please send me information on the NPCA travel program 
"National Parks of the North: Montana by Private Rail." 

Name ^ _ _ 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Phone (H)_ (W) 



WHAT A DIFFERENCE 
A DAY MAKES 

S INCE ITS INCEPTION 25 years ago, 
Earth Day has encouraged citi
zens to protect the environment. 

The day is a time when citizens evaluate 
their commitment to preserve the Earth, 
reflecting on progress made this year 
and looking ahead to the next. 

In 1969, Sen. Gaylord Nelson (D-
Wis.) suggested that everyone take a 
closer look at environmental problems 
by holding teach-ins on college cam
puses. On April 22, 1970, an estimated 
20 million people participated in edu
cational trainings, marches, nature 
walks, religious services, concerts, and 
other demonstrations. Earth Day 1970 
marked the birth of the modern envi
ronmental movement. In the decade that 
followed, the U.S. Congress passed pio
neering legislation protecting our envi
ronment. The Clean Air Act, the Clean 
Water Act, and the Endangered Spe
cies Act were among the ground
breaking legislation passed in the early 
part of the 1970s. The federal Environ
mental Protection Agency was also cre
ated during this period. 

This year, citizens will celebrate the 
25th anniversary of Earth Day. On April 
22, 1995, the environmental commu
nity will bring together citizens from 
across the country to share success sto
ries as part of the celebration, which 
will take place on the National Mall in 
Washington, D.C. Members of the 
Green Group, a consortium of leading 
environmental and social justice groups, 
are working together to forward the 
message, "Earth Day 25: Let's never 
call it a day," a message that encourages 
everyone to make a daily commitment 
to protect the Earth. 

The celebration on the mall will in
clude a six-hour concert and education 

event, produced by the nonprofit Con
certs for the Environment. In addition 
to the concert, 13 government agencies 
have joined together to form Project 
Earthlink, a long-term education effort 
that will begin on Earth Day. Each par
ticipating agency is creating a program 
to focus on global change and sus-
tainability as well as the efforts needed 
to attain a common goal. 

As part of the anniversary celebra
tion, NPCA's March for Parks route 
will end at the mall. This year's march 
will highlight the work that citizens have 
performed for parks in the Washing
ton, D.C, area. It will focus on the im
portant role each individual plays in 
protecting a community's parks and en
courage others to adopt a park in their 
neighborhood. 

March participants will be encour
aged to visit NPCA's informational ex
hibit on the mall. The presentation will 
include an interactive sculpture created 
by environmental artist Mark Rogers. 
Made from all natural materials, the 
sculpture is a nest and was created to 
symbolize the Earth, which is our col
lective home. Participants will be in
vited to write a pledge to protect the 
Earth on a piece of fabric made from 
recycled plastic bottles, donated by 
Dyersburg Fabrics, Inc. Each strip will 
be woven into the nest as a way of dem
onstrating that the pledges are being 
incorporated into the Earth. 

Participating in a March for Parks 
event is one way to celebrate the 25th 
anniversary of Earth Day. Everyone is 
encouraged to join. For more informa
tion on March for Parks events other 
than the four flagship marches high
lighted in the box on this page, contact 
NPCA at 1-800-NAT-PARK. 

CELEBRATE WITH NPCA 

This year NPCA is working with lo
cal partners to organize flagship 
events in four communities. 
• Washington, D.C.—Marchers will 
raise funds to restore parks through
out the city. The march will end on 
the National Mall to coincide with 
Earth Day activities. Contact Friends 
of Meridian Hill at 202-387-9128. 
A San Francisco, California—Citi
zens will raise funds and awareness 
for the Presidio, now part of Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area. For 
more information, contact Foghorn 
Press at 415-241-9550. 
A St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands— 
Islanders will march to raise funds 
for Salt River Bay National Histori
cal Park and Ecological Preserve, the 
only landing site of Columbus' ex
peditions in present-day U.S. terri
tory. For more information, contact 
Christopher Columbus Jubilee Com
mittee, Inc., at 809-773-1435. 
A Cincinnati, Ohio — Marchers will 
raise funds for Little Miami National 
Scenic River Greenway. For more 
information, call Professional Meet
ing Services at 513-531-5554. 
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MARCH FOR PARKS! 

SHOW SUPPORT 
FOR YOUR PARKS 

ON 
EARTH DAY 

1995! 

WALK FORTHE EARTH 

EARTH DAY XXV 

100% cotton t-shirt, March for 
Parks on front, slogan and 

corporate sponsors on back. 
Child: 10-12. 
Adult: L. XL 

SHORT SLEEVE $12.50 

1" square hard 
enamel 
cloisonne 
die-struck lapel 
pin, smooth 
finish polished 
gold background 
with military 
clutch $5.00 

100% 
embroidered 

2" square with 
heat-sealed 
backing and 

threaded border. 
$3.00 

ORDER NOW! 
1995 MERCHANDISE 

IS LIMITED. 
ORDERS MUST BE IN 

BY JUNE 1,1995. 

NAME:__ 

STREET ADDRESS: _ 

CITY: STATE: ZIP 

Please Note: UPS wil l NOT deliver to a P.O. Box-Print Clearly! 

DAY PHONE: ( ) 

CALL T O L L FREE 

To Order. 1 -800-285-5582 

Order by Fax: 2 0 7 - 7 8 2 - 3 8 9 9 

Customer Service: 

1-800-285-5582 

8AM-4PM EST 
MON-FRI • NO COD. ORDERS 

A L T E R N A T E S H I P T O A D D R E S S : 

NAME: 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY: 

ITEM NOs.: 

STATE: ZIP: 

ALTERNATE SHIPPING ADDRESS: Please complete this section lor each 
item you wish shipped to an address other than the SOLD TO address. 

ITEM SIZES 
Childs 
MED 

A D U L T 
M L XL 

• I've enclosed a check or money o 
, . . —. B 

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 

rder for $ 

payauie tu ue iger orus . 
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N O T I C E S 

Tonto Partners 
NPCA members in the Phoenix, Ari
zona, area have enlisted in a unique 
program to monitor archaeological sites 
at Tonto National Monument. Tonto 
contains well-preserved 13th- and 14th-
century cliff dwellings, but with ap
proximately 60 archaeological sites scat
tered across 1,120 acres, the monument 
staff needed help monitoring their con
dition. 

"We've been looking for ways to get 
NPCA members involved—hands on— 
in the parks," says Sarah Bishop of the 
national organization Partners in Parks. 
With the help of NPCA's Southwest 
Regional Director Dave Simon, Tonto 
Partners formed to fill a need at Tonto, 
assisting the Park Service in a worthy 
project and giving members the oppor
tunity to get involved in a nearby na
tional park. For more information on 
the Tonto Partners effort, contact Sa
rah Bishop at 202-364-7244 or Dave 
Simon at 505-247-1221. 

A Will That Works 
You can extend your concern for our 
national parks beyond your own life
time by using your will to work for the 
parks. Your children and grandchildren 
will benefit from the lasting legacy you 
can help provide by including NPCA 
in your will. To receive a copy of our 
new brochure, How to Make a Will That 
Works, call Diane Clifford at 1-800-
NAT-PARK, extension 131. 

Partners for the Parks 
Take your dedication to the parks to 
the next level by joining Partners for 
the Parks—a special giving program for 
NPCA members. Partners for the Parks 
make a commitment to the parks 
through a small but vital monthly con
tribution toward NPCA's park protec
tion programs. These gifts provide a 
steady and predictable source of sup

port that allows NPCA to respond im
mediately to threats that arise in our 
national parks. 

As a Partner for the Parks, you 
pledge a monthly gift at a level that fits 
your budget. Partners receive regular 
monthly information to keep them in
formed on NPCA activities. For your 
convenience, your monthly pledge can 
be charged to your credit card. 

To learn more about becoming a 
Partner for the Parks, contact NPCA, 
Membership Department, 1776 Mas
sachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, 
DC 20036 or call 1-800-NAT-PARK, 
extension 219. 

NPCA Honors 
NPCA will honor Ambassador L. W. 
"Bill" Lane, Jr., as William Penn Mott 
Conservationist of the Year at its an
nual dinner March 1. Lane's lifelong 
commitment to the parks began with 
his first visit to Yosemite in 1929. In 
addition to serving as chairman of 
NPCA's 75th anniversary conference 
last year, Lane helped draft the Vail 
Agenda as the Secretary of the Interior's 
representative on the Steering Com
mittee for the 75th Anniversary of the 
National Parks. He has served as chair
man of the President's National Parks 
Centennial Commission and has re
ceived the Secretary of the Interior's 
Conservation Service Award. NPCA's 
William Penn Mott Conservationist of 
the Year award is presented annually 
to a public official who has demon
strated an outstanding commitment to 
the protection of America's natural and 
cultural heritage. 

Bill and Jean Lane recently contrib
uted a planning grant for a new visitor 
center at the Presidio in San Francisco. 
The visitor center will be dedicated to 
William Penn Mott, former director of 
the National Park Service, former 
NPCA board member, and a longtime 
leader in the parks movement. 

Bill Lane (second from left), NPCA's 
Conservationist of the Year, presents a 
donation to Toby Rosenblatt of the 
Golden Gate National Park Association 
for development of a new visitor center at 
the Presidio. Joining them are Presidio 
General Manager Bob Chandler (left) and 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
Superintendent Brian O'Neill. 

Other events coinciding with the an
nual dinner include the February 28 
meeting of NPCA's National Council, 
a group of distinguished academic, busi
ness, policy, and philanthropic leaders 
who share NPCA's commitment to the 
parks. Members of the National Coun
cil will join NPCA's Board of Trustees 
on Capitol Hill to speak to members of 
the new Congress during NPCA's 
Lobby Day March 1. 

Nature Has No Borders 
With a grant from The Bullitt Founda
tion, NPCA's Pacific Northwest Re
gional Office has expanded its efforts 
to bring greater protection to the North 
Cascades ecosystem. The Pacific North
west office coordinates the Cascades 
International Alliance, a consortium of 
U.S. and Canadian environmental or
ganizations that aims to create a Cas
cades International Park anchored by 
existing parks—North Cascades Na
tional Park in Washington and Man
ning and Cathedral provincial parks in 
British Columbia. 

"The grant will allow us to increase 
outreach so we can involve more people 
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in the Washington and British Colum
bia areas," says Terri Pauly of the Pa
cific Northwest Regional Office. The 
Cascades International Alliance pro
gram includes a quarterly newsletter, 
Nature Has No Borders, which reaches 
5,000 readers on both sides of the Cas
cades Range. The newsletter and other 
outreach programs such as education 
packets, conferences, and seminars have 
been effective in involving members of 
local Native, business, environmental, 
and religious communities in the cam
paign for the Cascades. To learn more 
about the Cascades International Alli
ance, contact the Pacific Northwest Re
gional Office, 618 S. 223rd St., Des 
Moines, WA 98198. 

NPCA Online 
NPCA encourages computer users 
to get more involved with the 
parks online. An "NPCA-National 
Parks" message board is main
ta ined on CompuServe and 
America Online. NPCA has also 
started a topic called "National 
Parks" on Prodigy. 

CompuServe: at "Co:" type 
NPCA to get to the message board. 
NPCA also maintains a library of 
files in the Outdoors Support Fo
rum. E-mail NPCA at 74774,2456. 
NPCA members are eligible for a 
free introductory CompuServe 
membership. Call 1-800-524-
3388, representative 156. 

America Online: type keyword 
enviroment or Network Earth and 
select the message boards. E-mail 
NPCA at natparks. Letters to the 
editor can be sent via e-mail to 
editorNP. 

Prodigy: use Jump: Science & 
Environment forum and select 
topic Environmental Issues or Wild
life. E-mail NPCA at nvwe78e. 

Internet: NPCA posts messages 
in the newsgroup talk.environ
ment. Users can also e-mail NPCA 
at natparks@aol.com. 

If you need help, contact 
Michael McCoy at 202-223-6722, 
extension 119, or e-mail mmc 
kaibab@aol.com. 

"Replumbing" the Everglades 
At the Everglades Coalition Conference 
in January, a cooperative agreement was 
signed by the Army Corps of Engineers 
and the South Florida Water Manage
ment District to begin implementing 
portions of the "replumbing" of the 
troubled Everglades ecosystem. 

"This is the first real commitment to 
move forward with restoring natural 
water flow to the Everglades," notes 
Will Callaway, an NPCA Washington 

representative. "It represents a first step 
in what will be a long process." 

Additional efforts are needed, and 
with the cooperation of members of 
Florida's congressional delegation, work 
may soon begin on feasibility studies 
and the funding process. The agreement 
advances a plan to rewater the wetlands 
east of Everglades National Park, pro
viding a more natural filtration system 
for waters flowing into Biscayne and 
Florida bays. 
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Glacier Bay National Park is a MUST on any 
Alaska Trip. There is no equal! Spectacular 
Scenery; Deluxe Accommodations; Glacier 
& Wildlife Cruises; Whale-Watching; 
Kayaking; Guided Sportfishing; Park Ser
vice Naturalist programs; and much, much 
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"Leon Bouvier and Lindsey Grant 
courageously tackle conventional 
misconceptions about population and 
its consequences. The authors show 
how we can indeed 'think globally 
and act locally,' as we reconcile popu
lation demands with environmental 
limitations." 

—GARRETT HARDIN, 

author of Living Within Limits 
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S I E R R A C U B B O O K S 

Southeast Regional Forum 
Southeastern park activists and Park 
Service employees are invited to launch 
a new era of grassroots activism at the 
Southeast regional forum, to be held 
March 24-26 in Atlanta, Georgia. The 
event, supported in part by a grant from 
the Marpat Foundation, is the first of 
eight gatherings across the nation de
signed to foster regional grassroots ac
tivism on park issues. The forum will 
include workshops, grassroots campaign 
planning, and opportunities for net
working and information sharing among 
activists. 

To learn more about the Southeast 
regional forum, contact Don Barger, 
NPCA's Southeast regional director, at 
615-494-7008 or Tom St. Hilaire at 1-
800-NAT-PARK, extension 220. 

Saving Endangered Species 
At the Southeast regional forum this 
March, NPCA and Quaker Oats will 
unveil an endangered species education 
program that features species struggling 
for survival in Southeastern parks—in
cluding the Florida panther, which sur
vives only in and around South Florida's 
Big Cypress National Preserve, and the 
red wolf, which is being reintroduced 
in Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. The program includes educational 
posters and a training manual designed 
to educate park gateway communities 
on the importance of these species in 
their ecosystems and the role parks play 
in providing protected habitat. 

In addition, NPCA will assist the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service's Florida pan
ther recovery team by underwriting the 
cost of transporting Texas cougars to 
southern Florida to augment the gene 
pool of the struggling panther. To learn 
more about the plight of the panther, 
see page 21. 

For more information, write to Edu
cation Programs, NPCA, 1776 Massa
chusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. 

Earth Day XXV 
NPCA will join dozens of environmen
tal and social justice groups to celebrate 

This unique one-year Royal 
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NPCA President Paul Pritchard (left) 
presents the proceeds from the 1994 
March for Parks in Washington, D.C., to 
Cindy Donaldson, site supervisor of Rock 
Creek Park's Nature Center. The 1994 
March for Parks raised $6,000 for 
educational programs at Rock Creek Park, 
including a descriptive audiotape for the 
park's new handicapped-accessible trail. 

the 25th anniversary of Earth Day. The 
Earth Day XXV celebration will take 
place April 21-23 on the National Mall 
in Washington, D.C., featuring a con
cert, speakers, an eco-fair, and educa
tional presentations. 

Participants in NPCA's March for 
Parks in Washington, D.C., will end 
their route on the National Mall and 
take part in the Earth Day XXV festivi
ties. NPCA's presentation on the Mall 
will include an interactive sculpture 
made of recycled fabric, branches, flow
ers, and moss created by environmental 
artist Mark Rogers. 

NPCA encourages members nation
wide to get involved in local Earth Day 
events. A March for Parks may be 
planned for a park in your area. To 
learn more about March for Parks, turn 
to page 50. 

Executive Authority 
NPCA will host a symposium on inter
preting and preserving presidential sites 
March 9-11 at the Jimmy Carter Li
brary in Atlanta, Georgia. Historians, 
NPS presidential park site staff, repre
sentatives of preservation groups, and 
staff of educational institutions associ
ated with U.S. presidents will meet to 
discuss the opportunities and challenges 
unique to presidential sites. Topics on 

the agenda include integrating women's 
history and local and regional history 
into presidential sites. The presidential 
sites symposium is made possible by a 
grant from The L. J. and Mary C. 
Skaggs Foundation. 

Service, with Style 
Beginning with this issue, information 
about the products and services adver
tised in National Parks will be available 
to you through reader service, free of 
charge. Turn to page 45 for reader ser
vice information. Circle the items that 
interest you on the postage-paid card 
found before page 25, send it in, and 
informat ion will be sent to you 
promptly. 

Next Issue... 
The May/June issue will feature sto
ries on endangered rivers, fire man
agement, and the New Orleans Jazz 
National Historical Park. "Access" 
will explore mission parks. 
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TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS 

TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS are dedicated members of NPCA who, by their annual general contribution of 51,000 or more, continue to 
ensure the thoughtful stewardship of our National Park System. We gratefully acknowledge these individuals and their recent support 
of NPCA's park protection programs. 
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Parks Compromised 

w HENEVER NATIONAL Park Ser
vice directors write about 
their job, National Park Sys

tem supporters should pay attention. A 
director's reflections can illuminate the 
issues that occupied the job. Only four 
of the 13 directors have written books 
about their terms in office: Horace 
Albright, Connie Wirth, George Hart-
zog, and, now, James Ridenour. 

In The National Parks Compromised: 
Pork Barrel Politics and America's Trea
sures, Ridenour writes that the park sys
tem is encumbered with sites that lack 
significance. He names only four but 
says that they are "thinning the blood" 
and draining the system of "hundreds 
of millions of dollars" needed to care 

for more worthy parks. (It would take 
50 parks or more to involve that kind of 
money.) Congress, Ridenour writes, is 
to blame. The concept was a central 
theme of his directorship. 

The idea is not exclusively his. It is 
most often framed by a discussion about 
money: older units are robbed of money 
and staff to operate new ones. 

No direct evidence exists to support 
this idea. Though Park Service operat
ing budgets have had some ups and 
downs, the long-term trend has been 
up since World War II, ahead of both 
inflation and the number of added units. 
This was also true during the Reagan 
and Bush years. This reality, however, 
begs the question of whether the Park 
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Service budget is inadequate. No one 
knows (including Ridenour), and no 
easy way exists to find out. NPS does 
hot have the ability to reveal such needs. 

Ridenour's badmouthing of several 
existing parks is a serious error for a 
director or former director to make. It 
sets his individual opinion about a park 
site against a matter of law. And it may 
doom lesser sites to an underclass that 
can deny needed money, cripple staff 
morale, and undermine public support. 

Objecting to a proposed addition to 
the park system before and while Con
gress is considering it is appropriate. 
Once Congress acts and a bill is signed 
by the President, however, it is the clear 
and simple trust of the executive agency 
to administer the law—fairly, consis
tently, and with due professional care. 

Ridenour suggests a commission 
similar to the one that considered mili
tary base closures to sort out the un-
worthies, a proposal now gaining some 
currency on Capitol Hill. The pros and 
cons of such an idea are beyond the 
scope of this review (see Forum, page 
24), but I wonder how park system sup-

r Getting Too Many1 

Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
with the names we make available, 
let us know and we will remove 
your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send 
it to us at the address below. 

(Place label here) 

Membership Department 
NPCA 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

5h March/April 1995 

Sww FwwT Imem, " •« w l u , w l i W x m • * . * • * WCIh MWM A,W»> I A M W M WWW «•*•) b, UK WO. , W At I M •» **mJk h. W w w K w a n ywM 

24 HOUR FAX • 209-658-8004 or moil credit raid info, thetk oi money order poyoble to: 

SIERRA FONEOARD COMPANY, P.O. BOX 2080,0AXHURST, CA 93644-2080 

J MasterCard QUANTITY x 0 0.00 = 

- I Viso SHIPPING/HANDLING 275 

-1 Check TOTAL 

I Money Otdet 
NPCA TELECARDS 

Expiration Dote Grand Canyon Yosemite Vafey Evergtodes Denoli 

Authorized Signature 

Nome 
Addiess 

City, Stole, Zip 

Phone ( ) 



porters will take to the idea that earlier 
parks can be second-guessed. 

Ridenour's directorship followed 
eight years of the Reagan Administra
tion, which he describes as "not good 
for the Park Service," a refreshing ad
mission by a Quayle Republican. He is 
similarly off the Republican reservation 
by his support for increased land acqui
sition to reduce the longstanding back
log, for supporting modernization of 
the 1872 mining laws, for concessions 
policy reforms, and his stated support 
for protecting the quality of the air in 
the parks (his performance in this area 
is, at best, full of ambiguity). 

The book is a collection of vignettes 
about places Ridenour visited and deci
sions he regards as memorable, includ
ing a trip to Mexico, gray wolves and 
buffalo in Yellowstone, campsite reser
vations, and red wolves in the Smokies. 

Like many of his predecessors, Rid
enour worked hard to experience the 
parks firsthand. Such an approach to 
highly decentralized resources, widely 
separated in geography, is to see the 
task of administering the National Park 
System as one largely without integrat
ing themes, requirements, and depen
dencies. It is an approach that makes it 
possible to badmouth some parks and 
practice favoritism toward others. 

If for no other reason than that 
former directors have so infrequently 
written of their works in that position, 
Ridenour's book is a welcome addition. 
It is worth reading for the values it re
flects and for the arguments it raises. 
Those issues are important, and in a 
political climate that now seems to 
uncritically support change in unpre
dictable directions, the debates that 
ought to follow need an informed con
stituency, both lay and professional. 

National Parks Compromised; soft-
cover $14.99; ICS Books, Merrillville, 
Indiana. A limited number of auto
graphed copies are available. To order, 
call 1-800-541-7323; identify yourself as 
a member to receive a signed copy. 

Dwight Rettie retired from the Park Ser
vice in 1986. His hook about the Na
tional Park System will be released in 
March by the University of Illinois Press. 

Discover 

the 

Adventure 

Available at fine bookstores and outdoor specialty shops. 
Call for additional information. 

STACKPOLE 
BOOKS 

5067 Ritter Road, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 
(800) 732-3669 
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APPAREL CATALOG GUIDE 
Send for your FREE catalogs through reader service at page 24! 

Look in your closet. Most of what's in there is rarely 
worn. For clothing you're going to want to wear all the 
time, send for our free catalog. 
Call 1-800-577-8833. 

Circle number 22 on Reader Service Card 

DRESS NATURALLY. FREE CATALOG 
Find simple style and comfort in the new Deva Lifewear 
Catalog. Natural fiber handcrafted clothing. Shirts, 
blouses, pants, shorts, jackets, dresses, sleep wear and 
more. Forwomenandmen. Deva Lifewear. A Cottage 
Industry. New 40 page color catalog. Free! 

Circle number 19 on Reader Service Card 

FREE CATALOG—Mary Orvis Marbury for the so
phisticated woman who lives the elegant country 
lifestyle. Beautiful clothes that speak of English gar
dens and country lanes from the venerable Orvis 
Company of Manchester, Vermont. 

For your free catalog call 
1-800-815-5900 

Key Code #AA230 
The Orvis Company, Inc. 

Manchester, VT 05254 
Circle number 4 i on Reader Service Card 

Quality Outdoor Gear and Clothing Since 1938 

FREE GEAR CATALOG for hiking, camping, 
climbing and other outdoor activities. REI offers high-
quality gear and clothing, competitive prices, friendly 
service and 100% satisfaction guaranteed. Call 1-800-
426-4840 ext. N5032 or write: REI, Dept. N5032, 
Sumner, WA 98352-0001 

Circle number 49 on Reader Service Card 

FREE CAMPMOR CATALOG Packed with 
everything you need tor all your outdoor adventures. 
Highest quality name brands at the lowest prices. 
Equipment tor backpacking, camping, climbing, 
kayaking and canoeing. Plus rugged clothing and 
footwear tor men, women and children! Call 1-800-
CAMPMOR or write to Campmor, P.O. Box 700-
94NP, Paramus. N| 07458-0700. 

Circle number 12 on Reader Service Card 

SAVE 35-70% 

SIERRA 
TRADING TOST 

Save 35-70% ott name-brand outdoor clothing and 
equipment—Every Day! Save on names like Marmot. 
Kelty. Lowe. Jansport. I lanes. Duofold, Sierra De
signs, Asolo. Columbia, Sportif USA and many more... 
Satisfaction is always Guaranteed! Call 307- 775-
8000, fax 307-775-8088. 5025 Campstool Rd„ Dept. 
NP0395. Cheyenne, \VY 82007. FREE CATALOG. 

Circle number 55 on Reader Service Card 

Tough Traveler 
Tough Traveler—Kid SYSTEMS 
From Mountain Hikes to Daily Life, Our Child Carriers 
areComfortable! Available in Outdoor Specialty Stores, 
High-Quality Baby Stores, & Mail Order. 
1-800-Go-Tough. 

Circle number 59 on Reader Service Card 

Come where only geese honk, and only trees scrape 
the sky. City cares slip away like the last rays of a 
northcountry sunset as you explore the Coldwater 
Creek catalog. Page alter beautiful page of apparel, 
jeweln and special gifts you'll find nowhere else. I \ 
perience a world you thought lived only in your heart. 
Call tor your free catalog subscription any time: 1-
800-262-0040. dept. 1000. 

Circle number 17 on Reader Service Card 

For your casual lifestyle at home or away! 
Stylish, casual clothing and accessories including T-
shirts, outerwear, nature videos, and decorator accents. 
You'll also find an extensive collection of cotton canvas 
luggage, tote, and hand bags for every purpose. 
Free catalog. 1-800-886-6878. 

Circle number 13 on Reader Service Card 
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ECC OPPORTUNITIES 

BOOKS/PUBLISHING 

Books on travel via auto, foot and 
A^A\ water, women's adventures, and 

^ugA\\ B A general outdoor interest, maps of 
sWt ^k\ National Parks. Free catalog, 

* ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ m \ C a l l (209) 222-3053 or write 

« A ^ W PO Box 4304 Fresno CA 93 744 

BEARS, BIGTREES, 
BATTLEFIELDS 
buttes, bajadas, boulders, 
butterflies. 

Eniov them more with books, maps, videos 
FREE LIST of 1,300 by park ranger-naturalists, historians. 
others NATIONAL PARK PUBLICATIONS 

Box 2867-NiMA Dillon C O S043S 

. ^ W ^ W c * 
Ut Mr. Alll,«lor. Mr. M«n,U 
end others teach your children 
the Importance of oonserveuon. 

Easy Reading For ages 4-12 

Send M.50 .41.00 PH to: 

The Best in Outdoor, Nature 
and Travel Guides for the 

Western U.S. 
Outdoor. 

Bookstore For a free cata log 
(406) 258-6085 

P.O. Box 8-NP • Mi l l town, MT 59851 

CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT 

TRAIN FOR AN OUTDOOR 
| CAREER IN CONSERVATION! 

Home study. Qualify for exciting environmental 
I careers in parks, wildlife conservation, and natural 
I resource programs. Taught one- . 

I on-one by experienced profes
sionals. Free career literature: 
send or call 21 hours a day. 

| CALL 800-223-4542 

I Addre— . , . 

Oty 

State Zip 

A*. ri™.( ) 
SCHOOL OF CONSERVATION 

PCDI. 6065 Roswell Road 
Dept. NNC442. Atlanta. GA 30.328 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
^ Dept NP, Rt 2 Box 16. Warrens, Wl 54666 ^J 

Animal lovers! 
Home study prepares you for great jobs 

in animal care and veterinary assistance. 
Free career literature: 800-223-4542. 
Nam* Ag* 

MftM 
City Slat* Zip 
School of Animal Science, Dept. ( ( < 442 
PCDI, 6065 Roswell Rd , Atlanta, GA 30328 

OPTICS 

Tripods & Accessories 
Leica ' Zeiss ' Swarotxki ' Huuwh & bomb 
Nikon ' Kimu • Swift • Bushncll • Rcdllcld 

Bmnton * Lcupold • Ccleslmn • lip Tech 
Biiccn * Bums * Fujinon * S«*T(x>ls 

Magellan * Gcrber * Sv. isv Ann> SpyOOOO 
Discount Price lust & Comprehensive Catalog 

KAGI.K OPTUS 
716 S. Whitne> May - Madison, Wl 5.1711 inOKl 271-4751 

FREE Binocular Buying Guide 

CALL 1-800-624-8107 
8esf Prices on Bausch & Lomb, 
Leica, Nikon, Zeiss and More! 

National Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. MN (612)546-6831 

PRODUCTS/GEAR 

THE EARTH IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE.! 
• Energy saving lighting • Water conservation devices • Water 
filters • Electrostatic air fillers • Composters & food waste 
recyclers • Household cleaners • Air fresheners and more • 

ENERGY 
FF1C1ENT 
NVIRONMENTS. INC. 

Free catalog 1-800-3ENERGY 

"Chirp, Chirp, Yeoh!" 
Computer Screensovers Thot 

Actually Save Something 

Introducing Notional Porks Saver 
ond Wildlife Saver rwo new 
computer screensovers rhor bring 
rhe beauty ond narural wonder 
of our Porks ond Wildlife ro your 
home or office. As eoch of rhe 
35 breorhroking full-screen 
phoros reveol themselves, you 
con feel proud rhor o portion of 
rhe proceeds is helping to save 
our Notional Porks & Wildlife. 

• n n n i u m m E B i 

1-800/920-7020 
N A T !SSK A ! SAVER 

• AAAA 

WILDLIFE 5 A V E R 

nnnnn 

KITES 
J FREE COLOR CATALOG 
I Choose from over 200 exciting k 
I • Many unusual & innovative designs 
I Call or write for your catalog today! 

I Into The Wind • ISOOI 541-0314 
| 1 4 0 8 - N P Pearl St.. Boulder. CO 80302 

Natural Dreamscapes 
And Relaxation Videos 
See waterfalls, parks, sunrises, 

birds, forests and mountains while 
ocean waves lapping over a 

glistening beach lull you to sleep. 
'ReCa.xatwn 6\ OVatural 'Dreamscapes 

videos $19.95 each, both for $29.95. 
Free info avail Perfect Image 

#271 2227 RL 1, No. Bruns. NJ 08902 

Intriguing and Unique Stationery 
You'll really love our envelopes and stationery made from 
government surplus topographic maps. (Even non-map lovers 
are intrigued by our "Cieolopcs"1 Nl.) A truly inspired recvclinc 
iilead HGeolopes"IM come in various sizes and meet U.S.P.S. 
requirements. VC'c guarantee your correspondents will open the 
mail when they see this unique, fascinating item. Very 
affordable. Free samples. New- Lngland Cartographies. P.O. 
Bos 9369-N. North Amherst. MA 01059, Mill 549-4124. 

RL'FFALORANCHING makes good ecological 
sense tor the American prairie. Please writcorcall for 
free catalog ot a full range othuttalo products to: 

T h u n d e r i n g H e r d 
Buffalo Products 
POBoxl051,Dept.NPll 
Reno,NV89504 
1-8OO-525-9730 

Yellowstone, Grand Canyon, Zion, 
Arches, Yosemite, Rocky Mountain 
and the list goes on - 125 maps of over 45 National 

Barks plus recreation areas thmughoul the USA 

"Perhaps the best topographic maps of national 
parks are being produced by Trails I l lustrated" 

Spokane ('hroniclc 

"The nicest topos we've ever seen" 
Backpacker Magazine 

"...accurate, weather-worthy" 
Outside Magazine 

..handsomely illustrated" 
7»t* Denver Bast 

..a boon" 
USA Weekend 

For a free 
catalog, contact 
Trails Illustrated 

PO Box 3610 
Evergreen, CO 80439 

(800)962-1643 

Trails Illustrated - More than a map 
Sold around the world - Ask for them by name 

TMLSIILUSTR4TEDK 

Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, 



B
l 0 0 % Guaranteed 
1 0 0 % Effective 
1 0 0 % Chemical-free 
NATURAL BUG REPELLENT 

Naturally Free insect repellent repels (leas, 

mosquitoes, black flies, gnats, chiggers, 

among others, guaranteed! Contains all 

natural ingredients including: cedar 

wood.citronclla and eucalyptus oils - NO D.E.E.T! 

Two sizes: 2 oz. S4.95, 8 oz. SI 1.95 (spray or flip top) 

Shipping/Hondling: SO 10/S2., S10 25/S3., $25 50/S4. 

THE N A T U R A L A N S W E R 
RT 4, Box 4753, Shelburne, VT 05482 • 802 985 5601 

RESORTS 

FREEZE DRIED FOODS 
Personal Service & Discount Prices 

Mountain House, Alpineaire, 

Richmoor Brands and Backpacker Pantry 

Call or write for Free Menu 

CLEAR WATER TRADER - 637 Fairview DT 

Woodland, CA 95695-3678 son 4-10 9904 

Grizzdy Gear Keeps your food away from bears 

Our smpie one-rope, two-pulley system will hoist 
250 be of gear out of any bear's reach' With quality 

, engineering and the finest anodized aJunrrium 
' convxnrjnts, this complete kit will withstand the 
harshest camping conditions1 $5905 (+S&H) 

no-risk, 90-day, money-back guarantee 
To order or request information, tail 1 -800-21S-6733 (MC/Vui) 

^grwnie: Onnly Oe«r. T767 E. Quaker Rd. Otrtwnl Park, NY 14127^ 

The One Accessory 
Every RV Needs. 

With the world's 

largest selection 

of RV accessories 

and supplies, the 

Camping World 

catalog is a must 

for every RV. 

It's like having 

a store next 

door. Shop 24 hours a day, 7 days 

a week. Call tcxiay for a I'RF.F. catalog. 

1-800-626-5944 

CAMPING W©RLD DE 

* Star Hill Inn * 
an astronomer's retreat in the rockies 

The ideal vacation getaway! 7 charming cottages, 200 

wooded acres, 7300' elev. Near 2 NWR, Nat'l Forests, 

270- sp. birds, Santa Fe, skiing, private, fireplaces. On-

site observatory, rental 'scopes, ast. & ornith. wkshps. 

Star Hill Inn NP, Sapello NM 87745,5051425 5605 

KENNICOTT GLACIER LODGE 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 

show from the comfort of our modern 

lodge in the heart of the Wrangell-St. Elias 

National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 

fields, wilderness rivers and the world's 

largest ghost town—all at our front door. 

Write or call toll free for brochure. 

1-800-582-5128 
I'.O. Box 10.3940, Anchorage, AK 99510 

/s/ry/tf//- //f/f/r/Ytf-i-i 

Arr/yr 
"in Alaska s newest State Park' 

tiuoy pholc igraphinfc at ek«e range, "ur imique 
eombinalinn of land and sea wildlife fmm EAGLES 
to AlKLETS. KODIAK BROAVN BEAR In SEA 

OTTER and excellent sUmon/halibut lishinft 
ElcBtnl log lodge and guest cabins with supeib 
krcal cuisine for 12 guests. Floatplane access 

Color urochurv.lntcnrariciiial ivferentwt 

Kov & Shanooti Randall 
Seal Bay. AK II9697-NP 

SERVICES 

BINOCULARS 

SALES, CLEANING AND REPAIR 
Also field microscopes, spotting scopes, optical 

accessories. For prices and catalog, contact: 
PRECISION INSTRUMENTS 

1285 Upper Tom Burke Rd. Gallatin Gateway MT 59730 
** TOLL FREE: 800-448-4024 " 

TOURS/TRAVEL 

s«a«*f»a»r-i 
YELLOWSTONE 
AND SOUTHWEST MONTANA 

D m m • • • ! • upj Naturalist yuided l-7davtdurN-wildlifr 
i i U S £ 2 i U i l i U 3 phntitfraphv. history, ghmt mnns & 

Box 963. Livingston, more. Small groups, all ages & abilities 
Montana 59047 c a | | for a hrm-huri'! 

Wtl-DEKNKSS TO URN 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate OAT hikin| tours. 2 or 4 weeks Ride up Ibone tree 
line and hike down Over 50 optional lenfth hikes basrn| one 
week at 10 charmin| mountain wllaies m 3 or 4 star hotels 
Write lor tree brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS f W 

Akron QH 44313 >W|j3UIIJy 

DENALI 
KENAI FJORDS • WRANGELL-ST. ELIAS 

NATIONAL PARKS 

• Guided Natural His tory Safaris 
Since 1977 

• D e n a l i B a c k c o u n t r y L o d g e 
W i t h i n Dena l i N a t i o n a l Park 

Kan t i shna, A laska 

ALASKA T^"*** 
WILDLAND e - * * * ^ 

AtntNTl RfeS 

PO Box 389 Girdwood, Alaska 99587 
8003348730 

Archaeology Tours—Guatemala Highlands Tour, Tikal, 
Antigua, Chichicastenango. Southwest Rock Art. Canyoi 
de L hilly. Santa Fe. Utah. San Juan River Trip, ruins 
and canyons of Southeastern Utah. First Class. Expert 
archaeologist guides. 

Trie Hichoeotoolcol Gonsetuoncy 
\ \ 530 ) Central NE. It 1218 Albuquerque, 

X NM 871C8 (505) 266-1540 

discover Pacific Northwest Cruising 
San Juan Is lands 1 Week - 2 W e e k s 

British Columbia 4 Cabins/8 Guests 

Departs Seattle 

Wildlife, hiking, picnics, photography, historical siles, 
i-star meals, informal, casual, warm environment. 
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Rico Tours " 
Simply Costa Rica 

(800) 280-7426 
• Adventure Travel * Diving Explorations 
• Horse Trekking • Photo Safaris 
• Sailing Safaris • Beach Vacations 
• Nature Tours * National Park Tours 
• Volcano Tours • White Water Rafting 

• Customized Itineraries 
an AnArrvm Milt Trat%rl. inc Company 

For Brochure: 

Catalyst Cruises • 515 South 143rd St 
1 -800-670-7678. * »112 • Tacoma, WA 98444 
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S H E N A N D O A H ! 
A l o o t o l o n g t h e b o c k r o o d s a n d h i d d e n co rne ts o l t he 

beau t i fu l S h e n a n d o a h Volley o n d Co lon ia l Virginia 
IYK moat scenic i historic vacation you'll everwalkl 

Wayfaring Traveler© 
27 5unriyview Drive 

Phoen,«, Maryland 2 I I31 -2036 
14101 666-7456 

WHEIINESS 
WILDERNESS SOUTHEAST 

711 SANDTOWN RD 
SAVANNAH GA 31410 

(912)897-5106 

D»CaVC1 [he 
O k e f r n o k m Swamp. Paddle 
rhc Kvi-mdades. k.tv.tk coastal 

Georgia, hike through 
rainforest, o i snorkel the reefi 

o l i entral America. 

Wilderness adventure* 
emphasizing natural and 

cultural hi.rory and ecology. 

Classic River Adventures 

IDAHO 
Gbg&SkJ OREGON 
\\\\S£^1 ) CALIFORNIA 

\ ^ j r r ^ i to 12 day River Trips 

Call for free catalog ami friendly advice 

1-800-652-ECHO 

E C H O : T H E W I L D E R N E S S C O M P A N Y 

6529P Telegraph Aiv Oakland. CA 94609 
Frrr 510 652 WN7 e mail.74627 1215kea>iiwu±env.coi 

WILDLIFE EXPEDITIONS 

YELLOWSTONE 
AND GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARKS 
BIOLOGIST-GUIDED 
VERY SMALL GROUPS 

GREAT PLAIN! 
i07-7»-a»6» 

FOR A DAY OR A WEEK 
BEST HOTELS AND FOOD 

WILDLIFE INSTITUTE 
BOX 7580 JACKSON HOLE. WY 83001 

MISTY FJORDS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT TOURS 

Cruise/Fly. Kayaker Transportation 
POB 7814-NP 
Ketchikan, 
AK 99901 
907-225-6044 
tax 247-3498 

ARCTIC 
TREKS 

Alaska's Brooks Range 
The Ultimate Wilderness 

Backpack/Raft Adventures 
(907) 455-6502 Box 73452 R • Fairbanks. Ak • 99707 

BRDCAUP B E A R 

Photography Excursions - Wildlife Viewing 

KATOTAt O A T f O r m L PARK 
t,lx*mliln. HV\\„hr-

DOCKStDS TOURS 
l-8<M)-5.72-K.3.7S 

P.O. Box 150.3 • Homer. AK9%II,3 

I be world's #1 active travel company 

BACKROADS 

Worldwide Biking, Walking, Running, 
Cross-Country Skiing & Multi-Sport Vacations 

F O R FREE C A T A L O G S C A L L 

1-800-GO-ACTIVE 
510-527-1555 or Fax: 510-527-1444 

1516 5th St., Suite A401 Berkeley, CA 94710-1740 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature* H ik ing & the O u t d o o r s 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milfotd Track; Australia's Outback. 
Tropical North. & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CQ 
Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara . CA 93130 
(805) 687-7282 

GRAND CANYON 
STEAM TRAIN ADVENTURE 

Authentic steam trains from Williams, Ariz. 
Beautiful scenery, historical sites, live Western 
entertainment, and the breathtaking Grand 
Canyon make this an unforgettable adventure. 

Leave driving & parking worries 
behind! 

Great overnight package deals, call 

your travel agent or 1-800-THE TRAIN. 

GRAND CANYON RAILWAY 
Preserving our national heritage. 

Tours for Active Folks Over 50 
Experience fine hotels & regional 
cuisine as you trek across the West 
with our knowledgeable guides. 
Lodging, meals, ground transport 
included. 

VValk'n - t h e W a s t • 3 7 6 C Kockrlmmon Blvd. 
Colorado Springs, CO 8 0 9 1 9 • (719) 531 - 9 5 7 7 

ACTIVE WALKING 
HOLIDA YS 

In a reas of na tu ra l beauty 

Weekend 8 Weeklonj, Midwest 8 Beyond 
Stay m B&B's. ems. Lodges 8 Srtal Hotels 
Hke some ol Ihe most scene trails on Earth 

930 Wash ington St a t -Ear th 
Evanston IL 60202-2272 

708-869-5745 

PUT SOME MAGIC IN YOUR M i l 1 RAI I IDAHO'S Ml l i l i l I 
FORK SALMON, SNAKC I N U r n s CANYON OR I H I I IPP I « 
AMAZON I N EQUADOR. H IKE I H I ROCKIES, TRCK NCPAL 

OR RARGC THE CANALS OF I P A H I I 

tUr(\/tei^AWit 

ALASKA 
truly unique 
7- 17 day 

small group 
journeys 1 River Adveieiue. ..Sew Kayaking 

•Sightseeing Tours • Combinaucn Trip. 
* DogSaNkkngTnpa • Cuelom Air Tour. 

W-G.N-A-. (800)365-7057 miw ma»G^r .« i i )n 

TOUR THE TALLGRASS REGION WITH 

AMERICAN DREAM SAFARI 
Climb aboard the Praine Ontter for a sunset cruise along Ihe back roads 
ol hislonc Chase County, Kansas. The Praine Dnlter is a beautifully 
restored 1958 Ford 2-ton wheat truck that accommodales up lo 14 pas
sengers comfortably. It is the ideal open air vehicle to view the tallgrass, 
creeks, hawks, and clouds of the historical praine Call for details 1-800-
552-2397. American Oream Satan. P.O. Box 556. McPherson, KS 67460 

A L A S K A 
DENALI N A T I O N A L PARK 

C A M P - D E N A L I 

NORTH FACE 
LODGE 

Small, remote lodgings 
in the heart of the park 

in view of Mount McKinley 
Respected specialists in guided hiking 

and natural history. Since 1951. 

D E N A L I N A T L . PARK WILDERNESS CENTERS 
PO BOX 67 D E N A L I N A T L . PARK. A K 99755 

SUMMER (9071 68.3-2290 WINTER (60.3) 675-2248 

Paddle Yellowstone 
The wilds of Yel lowstone inst i l l travelers w i th 

adventure early explorers found. Paddl ing stable 

t o u r i n g kayaks and canoes in the most remote 

reaches of Yel lowstone Lake, you II view 

und is turbed wi ld l i fe fly f ish for enormous t rout , 

and relax wi th the service of a wor ld class safar i . 

I 8 0 0 - 2 3 2 8 5 8 8 
Yellowstone - Middle Fork of the Salmon -

Costa Rica - San Juan Islands 
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P A R K P U R S U I T 

Uncommon Corridors 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl
edge of the history and the natu
ral resources represented within 

the National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The March/April quiz focuses on lin
ear units within the park system, and 
information has been provided to aid 
you in identifying the sites depicted. 

Some parks are set aside to protect 
cultural landscapes, spectacular scen
ery, or unusual geological phenomena 
such as Yellowstone's geysers and hot 
springs, and others are established to 
protect a scenic or historic watercourse 
or route. 

Trails, parkways, rivers, and canals 

are among the types of units that Free
man Tilden, the father of interpreta
tion, dubbed "elongated parks." These 
parks can stretch for hundreds and 
sometimes thousands of miles, while 
maintaining a width of less than several 
hundred yards. 

One trail marks the route taken by 
Cherokees displaced by late 19th-cen
tury government policy, another com
memorates the migration route used by 
thousands of settlers heading West. 

Parkways, an oddity in the park sys
tem, were established soon after driv
ing became one of the nation's favorite 
pastimes. The first parkways, con
structed in the early part of the century, 
were designed to preserve the beauty of 

their surroundings and offer a driving 
pleasure for travelers. 

Legislation setting aside wild and sce
nic rivers recognized that the natural, 
scenic, scientific, aesthetic, and recre
ational value of these watercourses far 
outweighed their value for water devel
opment and control purposes. The park 
system protects dozens of rivers, trails, 
and parkways. 

If you are unable to wait until the 
next issue for the answers, call our 900 
number from a touch-tone phone (see 
page 8). Answers to the January/Febru
ary quiz are: 1. Redwood National Park, 
California; 2. Organ Pipe Cactus Na
tional Monument, Arizona; and 3. Big 
Cypress National Preserve, Florida. 

1 This park unit was the 
first national scenic 
river, a prototype of 
the elongated parks 
planned to preserve 
the unrestrained wild 
river. Nearly 100 
springs pour 
thousands of gallons 
of clear, cold, blue 
water into the streams, 
providing 134 miles of 
canoeing, tubing, and 
fishing. Ozark culture 
is preserved along the 
river. What national 
park site is this? 
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3 This parkway links two 
major Western parks. 
This scenic 82-mile 
corridor commemorates 
one man's role in aiding 
establishment of many 
parks, including Grand 
Teton in Wyoming, 
Great Smoky Mountains 
in Tennessee, and Acadia 
in Maine. He bought 
much of the land in 
Jackson Hole, more than 
30,000 acres, intending 
to present it to the 
American people. What 
national park site is this? 

This park unit 
follows the route of 
a 184-mile canal 
along a well-known 
national river. The 
canal was built 
between 1828 and 
1850. Its 74 lift 
locks raise it from 
near sea level to an 
elevation of 605 
feet at its terminus. 
The towpath today 
provides a nearly 
level byway for 
hikers and 
bicyclists. What 
national park site is 
this? 
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Would You Travel By Train Through 
The Canadian Rockies... % 

M Night ? 

Travel with another tour operator, and you may do just that. 
But when you ride the "Rocky Mountaineer" on 
Collette's "Canadian Rockies Train Tour," you will 
see every peak and valley as clear as day. Experience 
the incomparable beauty of British Columbia and 
Alberta from the snow-covered Monashee 
Mountains to the cascading Pyramid Falls. 

Motorcoach by the light of the day on our "Canadian 
Rockies Panorama" tour and enjoy such spectacular 
scenery as Peyto Lake and the Valley of the Ten Peaks. 

Choose our "Canadian Rockies" tour and experience 
the unsurpassed natural wonders in five national parks. 
We'll even take you past the Icefields Parkway twice, 

so you can view its scenic wonders from both the 
north and the south side. 

Explore the rustic charm of the land on the 
"Canadian Rockies Loop" tour with the only 
company that combines the magnificent Icefields 
Parkway and the incredible Northern Cascades 
Highway. Tour the old western town of Winthrop 
in Washington state and the quaint towns of 
Jasper and Banff, Alberta. 

For a truly unforgettable Canadian Rockies experi
ence, choose Collette Tours. 

Choosing someone else may leave you 
in the dark. 

For more information and free brochures, call 

Collette Tours at 1 - 8 0 0 - 7 1 7 - 9 1 9 1 . 

Call your local travel agent for reservations. 


