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Help Preserve America's Greatest Resources 

"Winter's Breath" • Yellowstone National Park 
30"xl8" - 1,000 signed & numbered - $150.00 

In the early 1870s, the Washburn, Langford and Doan 
expeditioners were awestruck with the rare beauty and in
comparable diversity of the majestic land they encountered. 
They recommended that over 2 million acres encompassing 
parts of Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho should be protected. 
On March 1,1872, President Ulysses S. Grant signed the 
landmark bill making Yellowstone the first national park. 

More than 1,000 miles of trails in the park offer visitors 
ample opportunities to see many forms of wildlife, including 
bison, grizzly bears, bighorn sheep, and the newly reintroduced 
wolf. Yellowstone is home to more than 225 different species 
of birds, including bald eagles, Canada geese, trumpeter 
swans, and Great gray owls like the one in "Winter's Breath." 

In 1988 Yellowstone fell victim to a forest's greatest natural 
cataclysm - fire. Major fires occur in Yellowstone about every 
300 to 400 years. Aspens, such as the ones shown in the paint
ing, play a vital role in the rejuvenation of the forest, as they 
are often the first trees to repopulate the burned areas. 

The National Parks Series 
by David Harbur 

The National Parks and 
Conservation Association is 
proud to present landscape and 
wildlife artist David Harbur in his 
print series of all U.S. national parks. 

Proceeds from the sale of these limited edition 
prints will support NPCA and its continuing efforts 
to preserve and protect the national parks today and 
for future generations. 

The National Parks and Conservation Association 
is America's only private, nonprofit citizen organiza
tion dedicated solely to protecting, preserving, and 
enhancing the U.S. National Park System. 

To order, call toll-free 
1-800-273-9332,24hrs. 
Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express and 
Discover accepted. 

Nature's Lasting Impressions, Inc., 11200 Montgomery NE, Suite 8, Albuquerque, NM 87111 e-mail: dharbur@aol.com 
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State of the Parks 
The national parks are not for sale nor up for grabs by 

state officials who see them as lucrative tourist attractions. 

I
N RECENT MONTHS, t h e 

governors of two 
states have proposed 
taking over manage 
ment of national parks. 

The federal budget stand
off prompted South Da
kota Gov. William Jank-
low to seek control of 
Badlands, Wind Cave, 
Jewel Cave, and Mount 
Rushmore. And Arizona 
Gov. Fife Symington, after the National 
Guard helped the state open a small 
portion of Grand Canyon National Park 
during the federal shutdown, sought 
to take over management of the 1.2-
million-acre park. 

According to both governors, the 
reason for these proposals was to en
sure that the parks would continue to 
be open. As America saw during the 
federal budget shutdown in December, 
communities that provide services out
side the parks and are dependent on 
park visitation suffered great economic 
hardship when the parks were closed. 

But it is not a matter of whether state 
officials could manage national parks, 
but should they. The national parks are 
not for sale nor up for grabs by state 
officials who see them as lucrative 
tourist attractions rather than national 
treasures that need to be carefully safe
guarded. 

This is not to belittle states' abili
ties to manage significant areas. The 
state park systems are outstanding in 
their own right—indeed, some are 
exceptional—but many are run more 
like "destination resort facilities." States 
have different laws that allow differ
ent uses in their parks. South Dakota, 
for example, sells permits for hunting 
buffalo and allows timber harvesting 

in some state parks. Some 
states allow greater mo
torized use in their parks 
than would be allowed in 
a national park.This is the 
decision of the state, and 
rightfully so. But we must 
underscore the impor
tance of maintaining the 
integrity of the National 
Park System by holding 
nationally significant 

places to the highest and most consis
tent standard possible. 

NPCA is opposed to states taking 
over national parks for the same rea
sons that we opposed the park closure 
bill.The sites within the National Park 
System are "nationally significant." 
Collectively, the 369 units in the Na
tional Park System are a reflection of 
our nation's heritage.The natural parks 
represent unique ecosystems and land
scapes, while the historical and cultural 
sites, such as Independence Hall or 
Gettysburg, were important in the de
velopment of the entire country. Inde
pendence Hall is a symbol of our 
nation's independence, not Pennsyl
vania's. Most of us would never dream 
of allowing states to take over major 
parks such as Yellowstone or the Grand 
Canyon. 

The federal government, not the 
states, can and should be the caretaker 
of the our national treasures. Congress 
should give the National Park Service 
sufficient funding to meet its manage
ment responsibilities and keep the 
parks maintained and open. 

Paul C. Pritchard 
President, NPCA 
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A B O U T N P C A 

W H O W E ARE: Established in 1919, the National 

Parks and Conservation Association is America's only 

private, nonprofit citizen organization dedicated solely 

to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the U.S. 

National Park System. 

W H A T W E D O : NPCA protects national parks by 

identifying problems and generating support neces

sary to resolve them. Through its efforts. NPCA has 

developed a base of grassroots support that has 

increased effectiveness at local and national levels. 

W H A T W E S T A N D FOR: NPCA's mis 

sion is to protect and improve the 

quality of our National Park System 

and t o promote an understanding of, 

appreciation for. and sense of per

sonal commitment to parklands. 

H O W T O JOIN: NPCA depends al- > 

most entirely on contributions from our 

and the natural and histonc treasures found in 

them, informing and inspiring individuals who have 

concerns about the parks and want to know how 

they can help bring about improvements to these 

irreplaceable resources. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE: A critical component in 

NPCA's park protection programs are members 

who take the lead in defense of America's natural 

and cultural heritage. Park activists alert Congress 

and the administration to park threats: comment 

on park planning and adjacent land-use 

decisions: assist NPCA in developing 

partnerships; and educate the pub

lic and the media about park issues. 

The Park Activist Network is com

posed of three groups: Park Watch

ers, park activists, and park support 

groups. For more information on the 

members for the resources essential for an effec

tive program. You can become a member by calling 

our Member Services Department. The bimonthly 

National Parks magazine is among the benefits you will 

receive. O f membership dues, $3 covers a one-year 

subscription to the magazine. 

E D I T O R I A L MISSION: The magazine is the only 

national publication focusing solely on national parks. 

The most important communication vehicle with our 

members, the magazine creates an awareness of the 

need to protect and properly manage the resources 

found within and adjacent to the national paries. The 

magazine underscores the uniqueness of the national 

parks and encourages an appreciation for the scenery 

activist network, contact our Grassroots De

partment, extension 221. NPCA's success also 

depends on the financial support o f our members. 

For more information on special giving opportuni

ties, such as Partners for the Parks (a monthly giving 

program), Trustees for the Parks ($1,000 and 

above), bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, 

call our Development Department, extension 131. 

H O W T O REACH US: By mail: National Parks 

and Conservation Association, 1776 Massachu

setts Avenue, N.W.. Washington, DC 20036; by 

phone: I -800-NAT-PAFOC' by e-mail: natparks®-

aol.com or npca@npca.org; and on-line: ntlpjl 

www.npca.ong/npca/. 

E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

Shutdown 
O

NCE AGAIN, the American bureau
cracy appears to regard the na
tional parks as a low priority. 
During the recent federal budget 
stalemate, the parks were closed 

because rangers and other park staff 
were not considered "essential." As 
John Latschar, superintendent of 
Gettysburg National Military Park, said, 
"I have 96 dedicated employees who 
are used to giving me 50 hours a week 
for 40 hours of pay, whose productiv
ity is sky high....They were forced to 
sit at home.. .because the National Park 
Service was considered a nonessential 
service." 

The American people learned just 
how essential the parks are. The shut
down was a disaster not only for park 
staff and people wanting to visit parks, 
but also for merchants in neighboring 
communities whose livelihood de
pends on the parks. The lead story in 
NPCA Park News (page 11) examines 
some of the impacts of the shutdown. 
In Outlook (page 6), Paul Pritchard 
looks at another consequence of the 
federal government paralysis: propos
als from two governors to take over 
management of national parks in their 
states. 

The shutdown has underscored the 
value of parks, both economic and oth
erwise, and NPCA will continue its 
park protection efforts. Following up 
on the January/February 1996 issue— 
a special issue focusing on NPCA's Save 
Our National Parks Campaign—we 
will keep you informed through a 
"Campaign Update" in the NPCA Park 
News section (see page 20).This up
date will consist of brief accounts of 
NPCA action on issues that relate to the 
campaign, which is designed to mo
bilize citizen activism on behalf of the 
parks. 

Sue E. Dodge, Edi tor 
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L E T T E R S 

In Our Best Interests, The Price of Parks, 
In NPS We Trust, A Lesson from Abroad 

In Our Best Interests 
Two items in your November/Decem
ber 1995 issue compel me to respond. 

The first is a letter claiming that "in
terest groups such as yours are dead 
wrong. What the 104th Congress is 
attempting is heroic." To me, it is the 
letter writer, not NPCA, who is dead 
wrong. There is nothing wrong with 
trying to save our natural heritage for 
future generations. Likewise, there is 
nothing heroic about destroying land 
for short-term gain, ignoring the 
American people's desire for environ
mental protection. 

Second is Terry Tempest Williams' 
article ["A Cry for Wilderness"] about 
the perils to Utah's magnificent red-
rock wilderness. Sadly, that state's con
gressional delegation is ignoring its 
constituents' clear wish to protect and 
preserve their lands. 

It is not a coincidence that Republi
cans for Environmental Protection has 
a growing membership base in Utah. 
Many Utah Republicans feel betrayed 
by their own representatives. There, as 
across the country, rank-and-file Re
publicans are denouncing the rabid 
anti-environmentalism of many in the 
1 04th Congress. 

Congress has no mandate to destroy 
the basic environmental safeguards that 
most Americans appreciate and have 
come to take for granted. And nobody 
has a right to sell off or give away the 
natural treasures that belong to us all. 

Martha Marks 
Republicans for Environmental 

Protection 
Deerfield, IL 

Virtually all of the proposals that will 
further endanger our environment are 
based on greed and the supposed need 
for perpetual growth to assure pros
perity. This is certainly true of the Utah 

ANSWERTO"YOUARE HERE' 
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Public Lands Management Act of 1995. 
The effects of growth are already 

serious and getting more so. It is hard 
to deny that perpetual growth is im
possible, so it is easier for politicians 
and economists to bury their heads in 
the sand, continue their short-term 
thinking, and fail to give consideration 
to this idea. 

We need a realistic program to sta
bilize our population and adjust our 
economic and taxation systems so as 
to permit prosperity without perpetual 
growth. Economists should be work
ing on this now, rather than making 
absurd and illogical statements in
tended to justify the dogma of per
petual growth. 

Ray C. Frodey 
Fremont, MI 

The Price of Parks 
I regret that I found most of the politi
cal comments throughout the Novem
ber/December 1995 issue so strident 
and devoid of objectivity that I felt 
compelled to respond. 

The mean-spiritedness of "The Park 
Vendetta" by Paul C. Pritchard was 
summed up in the title. Worst of all 
was the observation that savings [re
alized from a proposal to close national 
parks or turn them over to states and 
private entities] "would be negligible, 
since total NPS expenditures amount 
to only one-tenth of one percent of the 
federal budget." Very telling.You could 
justify spending $50 for a bar of soap 
because it is a small part of your net 
worth. That is the kind of logic that 
has contributed to the parks' deterio
ration. And why always inject "na
tional" into every concern about our 
heritage? Many states and private enti
ties are doing a much better (and 
cheaper) job of stewardship. 

Frankly, I don't believe that any 
member of Congress is "waging war 
on the national parks." And I doubt if 
the "real purpose" of Reps. Hefley and 

Hansen is to "dismantle the park sys
tem." Their proposal might have some 
merit, but I wouldn't know it from 
your personal attacks in a couple of 
biased paragraphs. 

We have had the privilege of visit
ing many historic and scenic treasures 
in our country. Like you, we express 
concern for the generations after us. 
But if they have an oppressive national 
debt to pay, whether or not they can 
visit a national park might be the least 
of their concerns. 

Sigmund R. Milbrandt 
Sterling.VA 

Although the assault on federal gov
ernment spending has focused on 
Medicare, Medicaid, and welfare, it 
also affects agencies such as the Na
tional Park Service. Federal taxes have 
been the lifeblood of the Park Service 
and should remain so. One of the al
ternative proposals is to collect as much 
as possible at park gates. Carried to 
extremes, this would effectively turn 
parks into commercial areas on a par 
with amusement parks.Their integrity 
would decline and many of their re
sources would be occupied in collect
ing and accounting for fees. Even if this 
system were fully applied, small iso
lated areas of national significance with 
relatively little visitation would be un
able to make it cost effective. 

Park entrance fees should never be 
more than a supplement to federal tax 
dollars, even if doubled over what they 
are today. Tax dollars give the parks the 
freedom to execute their mandates for 
preservation and interpretation with
out compromise. Many park facilities 
are sadly underfunded, from Yellow
stone's roads to Little Bighorn's visitor 
center. 

It is truly a sad day when a nation 
as wealthy as ours fails to adequately 
support its national heritage. 

Randy Kane 
WiTliston, ND 
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From planning around the kitchen table 

to the high point of your journey and 

home again, Trails Illustrated is your key-

to a successful trip. Our colorful 

topographic maps are always accurate 

and updated. Waterproof, tearproot and 

easy to use, they are loaded with 

valuable information and 

insightful tips, sure to enhance 

your experience. 

For a tree hrnchure listing all available maps call 
800-962-1643 or 303-670-5457. 
http:/fwww.colorado.com/trails 

Leave No Trace Principle #1: Plan 

Ahead 6k Prepare 

•Know the regulations rind special 

concerns for the area . 

•Visit die back country in 

small "roups. 

•Avoid popular areas during times 

o/ high use. 

•Choose equipment and clothing 

in subdued colors. 

•Repackage food into reusable 

containers. 

L E T T E R S continued 

Lxik for principle -2 in the May/June issue. 

Circle number I 3 on the Reader Service Card. 

EDITORIAL REPLY: NPCA agrees that 
park entrance fees should never be ex
pected to cover the entire cost of man
aging the National Park System. Al
though some restructuring of the fee 
system may be needed, NPCA believes 
that park visitors should not face an 
increase in fees until the concessioners 
that do business in the parks pay a fair 
price for the privilege. Unfortunately, 
under the current system, fees col
lected from visitors and concessioners 
go to the U.S. treasury, not to the parks. 

The federal government shutdown 
illustrates that our tax dollars can be 
put to work only when Congress allo
cates an adequate appropriation. Turn 
to page 12 for an update on the status 
of the 1996 NPS appropriation. 

In N PS We Trust 
"Policing the Policy" [September/Oc
tober 1995] seems well-intentioned, 
but I took exception to some of the 
overly general statements and impli
cations. I question the value of de
manding more of the National Park 
Service when it is being forced by po
litical realities and reduced funding to 
get by with less. 

Let's be realistic. The environmen
tal policies that we have taken for 
granted for the last 25 years are under 
heavy attack. Other articles in the same 
issue describe current congressional 
efforts to eliminate national parks, 
slash funding for operations and main
tenance, and open federal lands to vari
ous potentially damaging economic 
schemes. I don't dispute the need for 
vigilance, but for NPS to institute a 
"strict system of accountability," as the 
article suggests, would be a waste of 
bureaucratic energy. 

The article implies that park person
nel cannot be trusted to implement 
National Environmental Policy Act re
quirements for their projects. While 
I'm sure there are instances of corner 
cutting, my experience with NPS staff 
members suggests that they are, more 
often than not, well-qualified profes
sionals who are dedicated to resource 
preservation and public service. I also 

think it is important that most of the 
environmental review work occur at 
the park level, in proximity to the af
fected natural resources, with techni
cal support from the regional offices. 

Kris T. Liljeblad 
Seattle, WA 

A Lesson from Abroad 
After spending five months studying 
abroad in New Zealand, I got a good 
taste of that country's world-famous 
wilderness and system of national 
parks. More than one quarter of the 
land in New Zealand is preserved in 
national parks. Much of the success of 
this system is due to the under-
population of the country (3.4 million 
people in the same area as California). 
Furthermore, the national parks often 
preserve lands that are too wild or rug
ged to develop. 

In part, the success of New Zealand's 
national parks arises from the lack of 
development. Usually only one paved 
road can be found, through a corner 
of a park. There are never hordes of 
concessioners as can be found in 
YosemiteValley and the Grand Canyon's 
South Rim. New Zealand's parks can 
be seen from wild and spectacular 
trails, or "tracks," which have been 
constructed through the wilderness 
and usually require three or more days 
of hiking. If we can learn anything 
from the New Zealanders, it should be 
the national pride they feel in their 
country's natural heritage, and that rev
erence for our own natural heritage is 
the prerequisite to preserving it. 

Paul M. Lantos 
Poughkeepsie, NY 

CORRECTION 
"Divided OverVoyageurs" [January/ 
February 1996] incorrectly identi
fied ihe si/r <>! Minnesota's congres 
sional delegation. Minnesota has ten 
members of Congress. 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W.Washington, DC 20036. Letters can 
be sent via e-mail to editorNP@aol.com. Let
ters may be edited for length and clarity. 
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Federal Shutdown 
Closes Parks, 
Angers Many 
Visitors turned away as tourism 
revenues plummet. 
During the last shutdown of the fed
eral government,Yellowstone National 
Park workers bent the rules to fulfill a 
dying boy's final wish, allowing him 
into the closed park to witness the 
eruption of Old Faithful. The gesture 
underscored the value of national parks 
at a time when the budget crisis incon
venienced park visitors, National Park 
Service employees, and businesses. 

On December 15, 48,000 Depart
ment of the Interior employees were 
furloughed, closing virtually the entire 
National Park System. As Congress and 
the president bickered over federal 
spending, park employees spent the 
holidays frustrated and apprehensive. 

"We became angry with jokes made 
during the furlough when we in the 
Park Service said we'd rather be at 
work," said Maryanne Gerbauckas, su
perintendent of Edison National His
toric Site in New Jersey. "I realized that 
we do for a living what other people 
do for their leisure time." 

The shutdown turned away millions 
of visitors, crippling businesses in 
"gateway communities" that depend 
heavily on tourism dollars. In West 
Yellowstone, Wyoming, which suffered 
an estimated daily loss of $1 million, 
about 150 citizens staged a protest at 
the park entrance, jeering the few park 
rangers on duty. Residents and busi-

Millions of visitors were turned away from parks closed during the shutdown. 

ness owners in Springdale, Utah, staged 
a similar protest at adjacent Zion Na
tional Park. 

NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard 
said he understands the frustration but 
stressed that NPS was also a victim. 
"Not only were the parks hijacked, but 
dedicated Park Service employees were 
held hostage to the budget crisis," he 
said. "The real reason the parks were 
closed was that the 1996 Interior fund
ing bill was so laden with anti-envi
ronmental provisions that President 
Clinton was forced to veto it." 

In response to the public outcry 
against the park closures, Congress ap
proved a stopgap measure in early Janu
ary that would reopen the national 
parks with funding only to activities 
connected to visitor services. Scientific 
research and some resource manage
ment functions, core aspects of the NPS 
mission, are not addressed by the bill. 

Through special agreements with 
states and the private sector, only three 
parks remained open during the shut
down: Independence Hall in Philadel
phia and parts of Carlsbad Caverns 
National Park in New Mexico and 
Grand Canyon National Park in Ari
zona. In addition, the aptly named 
Presidential Savings Bank in Maryland 
paid the electric bill to keep floodlights 
trained on Mount Rushmore National 
Memorial in South Dakota. 

Encouraged by his state's "rescue" 
of the Grand Canyon, Gov. Fife Syming
ton (R) proposed during his State of 
the State address that Arizona perma
nently take over management of the 
park. Recently Gov. Bill Janklow (R) 
similarly suggested that management 
of several national parks in South Da
kota be transferred to his state. 

These proposals prompted Rep. Don 
Young (R-Alaska) to introduce emer-
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NPCA PARK NEWS 
gency legislation (H.R. 2677) that re
quires the secretary of the Interior to 
accept state donations of state employ
ees during federal government shut
downs. 

"Congress has taken a simplistic 
view of the varied and complex activi
ties that the Park Service is mandated 
to perform," said NPCA Senior Vice 
President Carol Aten. "It may be rela
tively easy to collect park fees, but it 
takes special expertise to radio-collar 
endangered wolves or monitor a park's 
air quality." 

NPCA calls the bill misguided and 
says that it leaves many management 
and liability questions unanswered. In 
addition, employees from state parks, 
which are often run quite differently 
from national parks, may not be famil
iar with Park Service management poli
cies designed to protect park visitors 
and resources. "If you don't know the 
management rules, you can't imple
ment or enforce them," Aten said. 

The bill failed to pass under a sus
pension of the normal rules of debate, 
but it may come up again for recon
sideration. A better solution than H.R. 
2677, NPCA says, would be for Con-

The international World Heritage Committee declared Yellowstone "in danger." 

gress to pass an adequate Interior 
spending bill or designate National 
Park Service employees as "essential." 

At press time, Congress had ap
proved emergency funding for the In
terior Department until March 15. 

P R E S E R V A T I O N 

Budget War Continues as Parks Open 

I n an attempt to bandage political 
bruises sustained during two fed
eral government shutdowns, 

House Republicans decided to fund 
popular federal programs, including 
visitor services in the national parks, 
through September 30. A subse
quent continuing resolution (CR) 
provided funding for some Park Ser
vice programs until March 15; fund
ing beyond this deadline will re
quire other congressional action. 

Although it is not likely that Con
gress and the president would allow 
another federal shutdown this criti
cal election year, negotiations about 
bills to balance the budget and to 
fund the Department of the Interior 
have produced few substantive re
sults. In early January, President 
Clinton vetoed the massive budget 
reconciliation bill, which includes 
a measure to perpetuate conces

sioner monopolies in national parks. 
Clinton also vetoed the fiscal year 

1996 Interior spending bill, which 
would have provided funding for 
NPS at levels far lower than the 
president's budget request. In addi
tion, the bill would have transferred 
management of Mojave National 
Preserve to the Bureau of Land Man
agement while NPS developed a 
management plan for the park. Con
gressional mandates for manage
ment favored "traditional uses" of 
Mojave such as mining and grazing. 

Republicans failed to override the 
veto on January 4, and the current 
CR lets NPS decide how much of its 
temporary budget will go toward 
managing Mojave. 

The CR also includes $2 million 
to restore flood-damaged Chesa
peake and Ohio Canal National His
torical Park. (See page 25.) 

Yellowstone Added 
To "Danger" List 
International team cites threats 
to worlds first national park. 

B E R L I N , G E R. — In December, three 
months after it made an unprecedented 
visit to Yellowstone National Park in 
Wyoming, the World Heritage Com
mittee voted to add the park to the 
"World Heritage in Danger" list. 

The listing focuses worldwide atten
tion on the many threats confronting 
Yellowstone, especially the proposed 
New World Mine. At the behest of a 
coalition of 14 conservation groups 
organized by NPCA, the international 
committee visited Yellowstone in Sep
tember to investigate whether these 
threats warranted the park's inclusion 
on the list. In 1978, Yellowstone was 
among the first 12 places in the world 
to be designated World Heritage Sites 
by the committee. Now the park joins 
the handful of sites around the world 
placed on the "in danger" list because 
they are in serious jeopardy. 

"The committee's finding is a ma-
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jor, albeit bittersweet, victory for NPCA 
and the conservation community," said 
Terri Martin, NPCA Rocky Mountain 
regional director. "The listing is a call 
to action to protect the world's first na
tional park." 

The committee concluded that the 
New World project—a massive gold 
mine proposed on U.S. Forest Service 
land 2.5 miles upstream from the 
park—along with threats to the park's 
native cutthroat trout, bison, grizzly 
bears, and geothermal resources, pre
sented "ascertained dangers and poten
tial dangers" serious enough to jeop
ardize the park. 

"The world's conservation leaders 
validate what the local residents have 
been saying for years: this mine threat
ens Yellowstone," said Jim Barrett of the 
Beartooth Alliance, a grassroots citizens 
group based near the park. "Anyone 
who takes a close look at the situation 
will come to the same conclusion." 

In response to the committee's de
cision, Joseph J. Baylis, president of 
Crown Butte Mines, the owner of the 
mine, once again insisted that the New 
World project "has not, does not, and 
will not in any way threaten Yellow
stone National Park." Baylis' position 
contrasts sharply with the National Park 
Service's findings and those of the 
World Heritage Committee. Sen. 
Conrad Burns (R-Mont.) also issued a 
statement falsely claiming that the 
World Heritage Committee "wants 
Yellowstone off-limits to the public" 
and will prohibit "travel [in the park] 
by motor vehicles." 

In addition, presumably in response 
to unwarranted fears of foreign usur
pation of U.S. sovereignty, Sen. Slade 
Gorton (R-Wash.) inserted—at Burns' 
request—language in the 1996 Inte
rior spending bill reiterating National 
Park Service authority overYellowstone. 
Conservationists criticize these reac
tions, noting that the listing does not 
affect management over the park or the 
environmental impact statement pro
cess for the mine now under way. 

In a prepared statement. Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt expressed the 
U.S. government's goal to "protect this 
premier national park." 

"It is our hope that the committee's 

CLIMB 
THE 
HIGHEST 
MOUNTAIH 

Stackpole Books 

gives you the edge. 

See what we're about. 

Books tor every 

outdoor activity. 

Available at fine 

bookstores and 

outdoor 

specialty shops. 

Call for additional 

information. 

STACKPOLE 
BOOKS 

5067 Ritter Road 
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055-6921 

(800) 732-3669 

A Circle number 3 on the Reader Service Card 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 



MARCH FOR PARKS! 
Soft -crown. 

100% brushed 

cotton twill, 

cloth strap with 

bronze closure. 

One size. 

S9.00 

White 32 oz. 

nonbreakable 

sports bottle, 

twist cap and 

sipping straw 

with tip. S5.00 

SHOW SUPPORT 
FOR YOUR PARKS 

ON 
EARTH DAY 

1996! 

100% cotton t-shirt, March for Parks on front, 

slogan and corporate sponsors on back. 

Child: 10-12. 

Adult: L XL 

SHORT SLEEVE S12.50 

1" square hard 

enamel cloisonne 

die-struck lapel 

pin. smooth finish 

polished gold 

background with 

military clutch 

$5.00 

100% 
embroidered 

2" square with 

heat-sealed 

backing and 

threaded border. 

S3.00 

ORDER 
NOW! 

1996 MERCHANDISE 
IS LIMITED. 

SOLO T O : 

NAME: 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

Please Note: UPS will NOT deliver to a P.O. Box-Print Clearly! 

DAY PHONE: ( ) 

C A L L T O L L FREE 

To Order: 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 8 5 - 5 5 8 2 

Order by Fax: 2 0 7 - 7 8 2 - 3 8 9 9 

Customer Service: 

1 - 8 0 0 - 2 8 5 - 5 5 8 2 

8 AM-4 PM EST 

MON-FRI • NO C.O.D. ORDERS 

A L T E R N A T E S H I P T O A D D R E S S : 

NAME: 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP 

ITEM NOs.: 
ALTERNATE SHIPPING ADDRESS: Please complete this section lor each 
item you wish shipped to an address other than the SOLD TO address. 

ITEM SIZES 
Child's 
MED 

A D U L T 
M L XL 

• I've enclosed a check or money o 
i_ i **••• •-• 

DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 

rder for $ 
payauie to ueiger Bros. 

CHARGE TO. J AMEX J VISA J MASTERCARD 

ACCOUNT ». PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY TO AVOID DELAYS EXPIRATION DATE 

CUSTOMER SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON CARD: 

QTY ITEM PRICE 

S U B T O T A L 

Shipping & Handling (For each address - see chart) 

Please add applicable state & local taxes 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

$ 

ORDER BY PHONE: 1-800-285-5582 
For the fastest service, call toll-free 8:00 - 4:00 
p.m. EST, Monday through Friday. Please have 
your credit card ready when you call to provide 
your account number and expiration date. We 
accept: VISA, MASTERCARD. AMEX. 
ORDER BY FAX: 1-207-782-3899 
Complete the order form as you would for a mail-
in order. Send it to the FAX ORDER LINE any time 
day or night. Credit card orders only, please. 
ORDER BY MAIL 

Be sure to complete the ORDER FORM: including 
item number, size, description, quantity, price and 

total. Please include a daytime telephone number 
at which we may contact you in case of questions. 
Mail to: NPCA, c/o Geiger Bros. P.O. Box 1609, 
Lewiston. ME 04241. Enclose check, money order 
or provide credit card information tor VISA. MAS
TERCARD or AMEX. 
DELIVERY INFORMATION 
All orders are processed upon receipt. Expect 
delivery within 7-10 days. We will notify you 
promptly of any delay. Some items are drop 
shipped separately. Orders are shipped by UPS 
and require street addresses (no P.O. Boxes, 
Please!) If you require express shipping, 

please call Customer Service before placing 
your order for the correct shipping charges. 
RETURNS/EXCHANGES 
We will gladly replace any defective merchan
dise. Before returning a defective or damaged 
item, please call your Customer Service Repre
sentative at 1-800-285-5582 tor return autho
rization. Claims must be made within 10 days of 
receipt. If the merchandise you receive is dam
aged during shipping, be sure to indicate this in 
writing on your delivery receipt. For items with 
a warranty, please follow the warranty instruc
tions included with the item. 

SHIPPING & HANDLING 
CHARGE FOR EACH ADDRESS: 

IF ORDER TOTALS ADD 

$0 - $25.00 $5.00 

$25.01 - $50.00 $6.00 

$50.01 - $75.00 $7.00 

$75.01 - $100.00 $8.00 

$100.00 + $9.00 

For AK, HI & PR, add S8.00 



findings will help America redouble its 
efforts to protect this global treasure," 
said NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard. 
"We should begin by stopping the 
New World Mine." 

(For more on World Heritage Sites, 
see page 34.) 

L E G I S L A T I O N 

Boston Harbor Wins 
Bipartisan Support 
Proposal would protect urban 
area on ecological rebound. 

B O S T O N , MASS. — Boston Harbor 
was once so contaminated that fish suf
fered from tumors and other marine 
life died or fled. But after 15 years of 
citizen-led cleanup, the harbor has re
covered, and members of the state's 
congressional delegation want to pro
tect the harbor's 31 islands as a national 
park unit. 

In December, Massachusetts Reps. 
Gerry Studds (D) and PeterTorkildsen 
(R) and Sens. John Kerry (D) and Ed
ward Kennedy (D) introduced legisla
tion to create Boston Harbor Islands 
National Recreation Area, which was 
recommended by the National Park 
Service after it conducted a feasibility 
study last year. Gov. William Weld (R) 
also supports the legislation (H.R. 
2763/S. 1476). 

The islands boast outstanding rec
reational values and natural features, 
including drumlins—hills of glacial 
drift—and returning marine life such 
as dolphins and harbor seals. Boston 
Harbor also represents the region's sea
faring and naval history and includes 
evidence of Native American commu
nities. The islands contain a national 
historic landmark: the Boston Light, 
the first lighthouse to be built in the 
United States. In addition, Edgar Allan 
Poe is said to have based his short story 
The Cask of Amontillado on an act of re
venge that took place at a military for
tification on one of the islands. 

The measure would establish a 
unique management structure that rec-

R E G I O N A L REPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

A L A J K A Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 
• The National Park Service is currently studying the feasibility of 
building a new transportation route through the northern part of 
Denali National Park. In comments on the plan, NPCA urged the 
Park Service to consider carefully whether a new highway or rail
road would spur traffic and development inconsistent with the park's 
wild character. The route would also traverse proposed wilderness 
areas. NPCA promotes instead plans to reinforce Denali's existing 
road corridor and areas to the south. 

H E A R T L A N D Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
• When 95 percent of respondents opposed a plan to construct a 
scenic shoreline drive at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore in Michi
gan, the Park Service seemed ready to consider an alternative. How
ever, NPS now appears to be moving forward with the proposal, 
which could destroy the primitive nature of the shoreline. NPCA 
promotes an upgrade of a nearby county road instead. 
0ba TAKE ACTION: Write to Bill Schenk, Director, Midwest Field Area, 
National Park Service, 1709 Jackson Street, Omaha, NE 68102. Urge him 
to seek an alternative to the shoreline road. 
• Three bands of St. Croix Chippewa that proposed a casino near 
St. Croix National Scenic Riverway are suing the Interior Depart
ment over its July decision rejecting the project. 

N O R T H E A S T Eileen Woodford, Regional Director 
• The Park Service is working with the Museum of Afro-American 
History to renovate the African Meeting House, the oldest black 
church in the United States and one of 15 pre-Civil War buildings 
at Boston African American National Historic Site. The structure is 
significant in part as the place where the famed 54th Massachu
setts regiment of African-American soldiers was recruited during 
the Civil War. The museum owns the building and has kicked off a 
capital campaign to fund the rehabilitation. 

r A v I r IC Brian Huse, Regional Director 
• In December, the Senate resources committee approved a bill to 
create an independent government corporation to manage the 
Presidio in Golden Gate National Recreation Area. In addition to 
undesirable provisions approved by the House, the bill includes an 
amendment by Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska) that limits NPS 
management to little more than the coastal strip of the former mili
tary base, requires the trust to report back to Congress within one 
year, and prevents the trust from transferring open space to NPS 
for management. NPCA is examining ways to improve the legisla
tion in the future to ensure the long-term protection of the park. 

c o n t i n u e d 
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R E G I O N A L R E P O R T c o n t i n u e d 

Boston Harbor islands boast natural, 
historical, and recreational features. 

ognizes the diverse interests that 
brought the harbor back to life. The 
islands would continue to be owned 
by state, local, and private entities, but 
they would be managed by NPS under 
cooperative agreements. Partnerships 
coordinated by the Island Alliance, a 
nonprofit group, would raise funds for 
the estimated $4-million annual oper
ating costs for the park. The federal 
government would be required to pay 
only $ 1 for every $3 raised. 

"The management structure out
lined in this legislation should be at
tractive to Congress because it would 
lessen the financial burden on the fed
eral government," said Eileen Wood
ford, NPCA Northeast regional direc
tor, "but NPCA will make sure that 
Congress considers this bill on the ba
sis of the national significance of the 
harbor islands." 

L E G I S L A T I O N 

Oklahoma Trade 
Put on Hold 
Opposition blocks bill to sell 
lands to buy Sterling Forest. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — A controver
sial bill (H.R. 2736) to sell public lands 
in one state to buy lands in another 

P A C I F I C N O R T H W E S T Phil Pearl, Regional Director 
• Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument in Idaho has released 
its first draft general management plan. NPS is seeking to provide 
for continuing paleontological research at the monument, which 
contains outstanding fossils in the banks of the Snake River. NPCA 
supports the plan's preferred alternative, which would establish a 
paleontological research center. The plan also considers the possi
bilities of an in-park dormitory for researchers and a boat opera
tion for interpretive tours. NPCA is urging NPS to consider alter
natives that would not increase development or congestion. 

R O C K Y M O U N T A I N Terri Martin, Regional Director 
• Eleven more gray wolves were released in Yellowstone National 
Park in January as part of an ongoing U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
wolf reintroduction campaign.The 11 wolves will be kept in accli
mation pens for eight to ten weeks. The campaign has continued 
despite attacks by Sen. Conrad Burns (R-Mont.), who has tried, 
but failed, to remove funding for the program. 
• Rep. James Hansen (R-Utah) has removed the Utah Public Lands 
Management Act, which would allow development in "wilderness" 
areas, from the House floor. A pro-wilderness bill, America's Red-
rock Wilderness Act, has garnered 109 cosponsors. 

S O U T H E A S T Don Barger, Regional Director 
• The Office of Surface Mining (OSM) has released a draft envi
ronmental impact statement on mining in the Fern Lake watershed 
next to Cumberland Gap National Historical Park. The report is 
OSM's first step in reviewing a petition to declare the watershed 
unsuitable for mining, which was filed by NPCA and the city of 
Middlesboro, Kentucky. OSM states that mining would increase 
sedimentation and adversely affect the natural landscape. 
i & TAKE ACTION: Write to Willis Gainer Office of Surface Mining, 
530 Gay Street S.W, Suite 500, Knoxville.TN 37902. Urge the office to 
declare the Fern Lake watershed unsuitable for mining. 
• In December, the House parks subcommittee approved a bill to 
establish the Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail. 

S O U T H W E S T David Simon, Regional Director 
• Two water resources issues have arisen at Big Thicket National 
Preserve in Texas. First, some state legislators and locals are push
ing for the creation of a flood control district that may include part 
of the park. NPCA is opposing the plan, which would upset the 
park's hydrology. At press time, the application to the Texas Natural 
Resources Conservation Commission (TNRCC) had not been com
pleted. Second, the state of Texas is seeking to downgrade water 
quality standards for numerous streams in east Texas, including 
some in the Big Thicket watershed. 
£ D TAKE ACTION: Urge TNRCC to deny the application to create 
the flood control district. Write to Dean Robbins, Office of Water Re
sources Management,TNRCC, RO. Box 13087, Austin.TX 7871 I. 
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has been shelved. 

In December, Rep. Frank Lucas (R-
Okla.) proposed selling 56,000 acres 
of public lands in Oklahoma—the 
Black Kettle National Grasslands, the 
Rita Blanca National Grasslands, and 
Lake Optima in the Oklahoma pan
handle—to help finance acquisition of 
Sterling Forest, an undeveloped tract 
of land along the New York-New Jer
sey border. 

Proceeds from the sale were also to 
go toward purchase of private land 
within Washita Battlefield, the site of 
an 1868 engagement between Plains 
Indians (mostly Cheyenne) and the 
U.S. Army. Washita has been proposed 
for inclusion in the National Park Sys
tem. Although NPCA supports protect
ing the battlefield and Sterling Forest, 
the association, along with local com
munities and hunters, opposed selling 
off the grasslands, which represent 20 
percent of the public hunting grounds 
in western Oklahoma. In addition, 
NPCA points out, it is not likely that 
the sale would have raised sufficient 

funds to buy the battlefield. 
Stung by a surprisingly strong pub

lic outcry, Lucas backed off the proposal 
but did not rule it out completely. 

"I will not support any bill before 
Congress that proposes the sale of Lake 
Optima or the Rita Blanca lands," Lucas 
said. "As for legislation that would es
tablish a national park at the Washita 
Battlefield site and sell the Black Kettle 
National Grasslands, I will withhold 
action on the measure until I have had 
the opportunity to discuss it with all 
interested parties." 

One of the bill's sponsors, Rep. Wil
liam Martini (R-NJ.), contends that 
Congress would not support legislation 
to fund parkland acquisition unless the 
Treasury could be reimbursed or some 
other federal property could be sold off. 
"Therein lies the danger," a NewYorkTimes 
editorial responded, stating that such 
a proposal would lead legislators to be
lieve that parks and other federal lands 
are disposable assets. 

NPCA and other Washita supporters 
hope to work with Lucas to develop a 

more viable approach to including the 
battlefield in the park system. 

"The Washita battle was a tragic but 
critical event in our history," said David 
Simon, NPCA Southwest regional di
rector. "We must protect the Washita 
battlefield and teach our children about 
it, but not at the expense of other pub
lic assets." 

As for Sterling Forest, NPCA says a 
better alternative to the Lucas bill 
would be for the House to pass the Ster
ling Forest Protection Act (H.R. 194), 
sponsored by Rep. Marge Roukema (R-
NJ.).The Senate passed a companion 
bill (S. 223), sponsored by Sen. Bill 
Bradley (D-NJ.), last June. 

The measure would authorize $17.5 
million to help acquire Sterling Forest 
from the Zurich Insurance Group, 
which plans to build 14,000 housing 
units and 8 million square feet of com
mercial, office, and industrial space on 
the property. Sterling Forest contains 
the oldest portion of the Appalachian 
Trail, as well as hills, valleys, wetlands, 
and lakes. 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 

Humane Destroys 
Gulf Islands Road 
NPCA advocates rerouting the 
road to protect resources. 
G U L F BREEZE, FLA. — Last October, 
Hurricane Opal ravaged Gulf Islands 
National Seashore, leveling the dune 
line and pulverizing Highway 399, the 
only route through the park's Santa 
Rosa Island. Contractors began work
ing immediately to restore the arrow-
straight road, but NPCA and other 
groups urged park officials to consider 
a new route that would better fit in 
with the dynamic system of the bar
rier islands. 

The original road interrupted the 
natural development of secondary 
dunes, leaving the island more vulner
able to storm surges. Gradual erosion 
had already moved the beach closer to 

Hurricane Opal may have given park officials a chance to reroute Highway 399. 

the road in some areas when Opal's 15-
foot storm surge hit. 

NPCA and local groups, as well as 
the Florida Department of Environ
mental Protection, say that moving the 

road would give the dunes and other 
resources a better foundation against 
storm surges and that a curvy, more 
scenic route would be in keeping with 
roads in other parks. 
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Outdoor 
Discovery 
Schools 

The LLBean Outdoor Skills School 
offers dozens of day and overnight 
programs for all ability levels in Winter 
Sports, Outdoor Skills, Shooting Sports, 
Cycling, Fly Fishing and Paddling. 
Our knowledgeable, friendly instructors 
will help you improve your abilities, 
gain valuable new skills, and enjoy your 
sport even more. And all of our pro
grams are guaranteed to give you 100% 
satisfaction in every way. Call for our 
free brochure. 

L.L.Bean 
Outdoor Discovery Schools 

Freeport, Maine 

1-800-341-4341, ext. 6666 
for a FREE brochure. 

Internet: http://www.llbean.com 
SC 1448900 

NPUFUKHEWSI 
"Mother Nature has given the park 

an unusual opportunity to start from 
scratch and correct some old errors," 
said Don Barger, NPCA Southeast re
gional director. "A road that is better 
designed and located away from the 
shoreline would provide opportunities 
to build parking lots and beach access 
points. These actions would minimize 
haphazard parking on the side of the 
highway and trailblazing over the 
dunes." 

In addition, the dunes must be al
lowed to reestablish to provide habitat 
for nesting green and loggerhead sea 
turtles, several species of nesting shore-
birds, the Santa Rosa Island beach 
mouse, and the endangered Perdido 
Key beach mouse. 

"In theory, it's a good idea to relo
cate the road," park Superintendent 
Jerry Eubanks told the Pcnsacola News Jour
nal. But Eubanks expressed concerns 
about the high costs of moving the road 
and the urgent need to reopen Gulf Is
lands to visitors, and the U.S. Depart
ment of Transportation began recon
structing the original route. 

Because of this, NPCA worked furi
ously to convene a January meeting 

with local and regional National Park 
Service officials to discuss construction 
alternatives. 

"We had some of our regional folks 
come down to examine whether it was 
possible to get some environmental 
benefit from moving portions of the 
road," said Riley Hoggard, the park's 
resource management specialist. "We 
came up with three or four potential 
areas where we felt it was worth the 
time and effort involved to move the 
road far enough away from the 
beach... .One of the easiest ways to de
cide where to move the road is to see 
how wide the beach is. If the beach 
has receded to a point that the dunes 
can't be naturally reformed, we have 
to move the road." 

Hoggard says Gulf Islands could be 
a test case because federal highway 
managers are examining how roads 
should be laid on barrier islands. "Any
thing you put on a barrier island is a 
temporary structure," Hoggard said. "If 
you put a road away from the shore
line, you gain time." 

Engineers should decide by the end 
of March whether it is feasible to move 
the road. 

C A M P A I G N U P D A T E 
• ALASKA INITIATIVE: NPCA's Save 
Our National Parks Campaign fo
cuses on many issues, including the 
parks in Alaska. Once the budget 
crisis is resolved, NPCA expects Rep. 
Don Young (R-Alaska) and Sen. 
Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska), re
spective chairs of the House and 
Senate resources committees, to 
move quickly on bills with poten
tially serious impacts on the state. 

Young has authored legislation 
(H.R. 2560) that would transfer 90 
percent of the public coastline of 
Lake Clark National Park into pri
vate ownership. Sidestepping a 
1976 agreement, the bill would 
convey the lands to Native villages. 
Subsurface mineral rights to the area 
would go to Cook Inlet Region, Inc., 
one of the state's wealthiest Native 
corporations. 

Two other proposals could affect 
the future of Glacier Bay National 
Park: a bill to exchange 960 acres 
of wilderness for other parklands to 
allow the construction of a hydro-
power generator and a plan to in
crease cruise ships into the bay. 

Murkowski inserted language 
into the budget bill ordering the 
Park Service to consider a new north 
road into Denali National Park. 
NPCA and others believe the road 
would bring unwarranted develop
ment. (For more on the Denali road, 
see page 15. Also note the R.S. 2477 
story on page 21.) 
Sta TAKE ACTION: NPCA is urging 
citizens nationwide to become Alaska 
Activists.To participate, write to NPCA 
Alaska Activists, c/o the Grassroots De
partment, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 
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R.S. 2477 Claims 
Threaten Parks 
in Alaska 
Bill could cover wildlands with 
paved highways. 
W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — Legisla
tion now before Congress could per
manently alter the national landscape, 
particularly the frontier wilderness of 
Alaska. 

The Revised Statute 2477 Rights-of-
Way Settlement Act, sponsored by Sen. 
Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska) and Rep. 
James Hansen (R-Utah), would allow 
states, counties, corporations, and in
dividuals to assert highway rights-of-
way across virtually any tract of land. 
The bills (S. 1425/H.R. 2081) set 
minimal standards for filing R.S. 2477 
claims, which means that footpaths, 
dogsled trails, or even lines on a map 
could qualify and be expanded into 
highways. These routes would be es
tablished without compensation to the 
landowner, public input, or environ
mental review. 

In Alaska alone, 984,000 miles of 
roads could be constructed in a mile-
by-mile grid along "section lines" 
drawn across national parks, public 
lands, and Native lands. Even wilder
ness areas, which are by definition 
roadless under the Wilderness Act, 
would not be immune. A section of 
land is one square mile, the basic sur
vey unit in the United States. 

An Alaska Supreme Court case sets 
the precedent for these claims. In Girves 
v. Kenai Peninsula Borough, the borough as
serted a right-of-way where none had 
existed on a section line through pri
vate property. 

"The bill opens the possibility of 
about 1 million miles of roads and 
highways being built across Alaska, a 
state still largely protected from ram
pant development," said Chip Denner-
lein, NPCA Alaska regional director. "If 
this is allowed unchecked in Alaska, 
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History -Of People ana Battles 
STONEWALL IN THE VALLEY: Thomas J. "Stonewall" Jackson's 
Shenandoah Valley Campaign, Spring 1862 
by Robert G. Tanner 
This thoroughly researched account gives the story of the battle for the 
Shenandoah Valley. It tells of Jackson's military strategy as he outwitted 
three Yankee armies, shocked Abraham Lincoln, and invigorated the 
Confederacy. $34.95; HC; 624 pages 

VICKSBURG: 47 Days of Siege 
by A. A. Hoehting 
A story of Vicksburg's courageous people: diaries and 
memoirs of soldiers and inhabitants show the resilience of 
people when faced with adversity. 

$16.95; PB; 400 pages 

THROUGH BLOOD AND FIRE: Selected Civil War Papers of 
Major General Joshua Chamberlain 
by Mark Nesbitt 
Reveals the inner general through letters he wrote, includ
ing letters of recommendation to his superiors, letters of 
condolence to the families of soldiers killed while under his 
command, and letters to his own family. Placed in the 
larger context of the war by Nesbitt. all his writings reveal 
the education and sterling character of Chamberlain. 

$19.95; HC; 240 pages 
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Morgan Silver Dollar 
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The famous Morgan silver dollar 
series has long been the world's 
most collected. Of 95 different 
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1881-S (San Francisco Mint) 
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beautiful of all Morgan dollars. 
We've hand-selected a special 
group of coins for this offer: each 
is Brilliant Uncirculated and has 
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etched strike. Special introduc
tory prices: 1 coin for $35, 3 for 
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each). Order #14045. Add $2 
postage. Absolute satisfaction 
guarantee: 30-day home examina
tion. To order by credit card, 
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62 Ridge St., Box 218, Dept. 3392 
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1-800-451-4463 
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NPCA PARK NEWS 
other states across the West are also in 
serious danger." 

To garner support for his bill, 
Murkowski, chair of the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee, 
stated that his measure would not 
"trample on private lands or Native 
lands," although the bill currently 
makes no exemptions. 

In addition, the bill does not require 
rights-of-way claims to be part of a 
state or local transportation plan once 
they are granted. The Alaska Citizens 
Transportation Coalition has suggested 
the creation of a panel of representa
tive Alaskans who would advise the 
state on rights-of-way policy. This 
panel would consider rights-of-way 
claims as part of a comprehensive 
transportation plan that incorporates 
public involvement and assesses envi
ronmental impacts. 

At press time, the Senate resources 
committee had not yet voted on S. 
1425. The House national parks sub
committee approved H.R. 2081 in 
October. 

£a TAKE ACTION: Write to your mem
bers of Congress, urging them to protect 
Alaska (and other Western states) from 
road development. Urge them to vote 
against S. 1425 and H.R 2081. Addresses: 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC 20510; U.S. 
House of Representatives.Washington, DC 
20515. 

A D J A C E N T L A N D S 

Developer Makes 
Secret Agreement 
With Friends Group 
Sleeping Bear Dunes conclave 
plans to swap parkland. 
E M P I R E , M I C H . — In December, 
NPCA and other conservationists re
ceived surprising news about a plan to 
transfer a portion of Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore. 

The plan, drawn up in secret by 
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A land exchange proposal threatens the integrity of Sleeping Bear Dunes. 

Friends of the Crystal River and real 
estate developer Robert Kuras, would 
exchange 204 acres of parkland for a 
160-acre parcel of nearby land owned 
by Kuras. Kuras plans to build an 18-
hole golf course and condominium 
complex within what is now the lake-
shore if the plan is approved. 

NPCA and the Sierra Club issued a 
joint statement expressing their dismay 
at being kept out of the discussions and 
their concern about impacts to Sleep
ing Bear Dunes. 

"The friends group and the devel
oper claim to represent the public's best 
interests, but the truth is they have ba
sically sold out the general public and 
the taxpayer to appease a commercial 
developer who has only his own finan
cial interests at heart," said Lori Nelson, 
NPCA Heartland regional director. 

Kuras must consult with the Na
tional Park Service to move forward 
with the project, and Congress must 
formally ratify the exchange. Kuras has 
also applied for a permit from the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers to fill wet
lands for the golf course. If this appli
cation is denied, Kuras can still build a 
housing complex in the area. The 
project is uncertain, however, since 
NPS has rejected a previous land ex
change proposal and the Corps has 
denied other permit applications sub
mitted by Kuras. 

The land exchange would also give 
Kuras title to 44 acres of park property 
on which he now owns an easement 
for wastewater disposal. NPCA con
tends that transferring the title would 
increase Kuras' legal control over the 
property and prevent NPS from moni

toring wastewater treatment violations. 
Kuras' resort, the Homestead, has had 
numerous problems with its sewage 
treatment facility in the past. The sys
tem has malfunctioned several times, 
sending raw sewage into groundwater 
in the park. 

"The public gains nothing from a 
trade like this one, based on greed and 
the personal interests of a handful of 
people," said Alison Horton, director 
of Sierra Club's Mackinac Chapter. "Si
erra Club will vigorously oppose any 
effort to secure congressional approval 
for this ill-conceived plan." 

NPCA and Sierra Club contend that 
Kuras' property is not as nationally sig
nificant as the parklands in question. 
In its 1988 National Park System Plan, NPCA 
identified three sites worthy of inclu
sion in the lakeshore, but the Crystal 
River site was not among them. 

"The lakeshore is public land that is 
to be preserved and put to a legitimate 
public use," Nelson said. "Building a 
golf course and condominium com
plex as a tourist attraction to line the 
developer's pockets is not, however, 
consistent with the park's purpose." 

njraTCHirai i t a g e 
"Proud Heritage," the latest 
release from environmental sculp
tor Kitty Cantrell, is a stunning 
tribute to the American Paid 
Eagle. In support of wild bird 
conservation, Cantrell is donating 
all of her proceeds from the sale 
of this sculpture to the Grounded 
Eagle foundation. 
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L E G I S L A T I O N 

Senate Plans 
March Hearing 
on Tallgrass Prairie 
Preserve would add important 
piece to the park system. 

W A S H I N G T O N , D. c. — At press 
time, the Senate subcommittee on na
tional parks planned to hold a hearing 
in mid-March on legislation to create 
a new unit of the National Park Sys
tem,Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve. 

The bill, which was introduced in 
both houses of Congress in April 1995, 
would establish the tallgrass preserve 
on the site of the historic Z Bar/Spring 
Hill Ranch in the Flint Hills of Kansas. 
Members of the Kansas congressional 
delegation, including Sens. Nancy Kas-
sebaum (R) and Robert Dole (R) and 
Reps. Pat Roberts (R) and Jan Meyers 
(R), are sponsors of the legislation (S. 
695/H.R. 1449). 

Former National Park Service Direc
tor Jim Ridenour has described the 
tallgrass prairie as the only major eco
system not adequately represented in 
the National Park System. A National 

Park Service study completed in 1991 
determined that the Z Bar/Spring Hill 
Ranch "is a nationally significant ex
ample of the once vast tallgrass eco
system," worthy of inclusion in the 
National Park System. 

In 1994, NPCA assisted the National 
Park Trust—which NPCA founded in 
1983—with the purchase of the 
10,894-acre ranch, which will remain 
under the management of the Trust 
until legislation creating the tallgrass 
prairie preserve is enacted. 

Members of the 104th Congress 
have been reluctant to expand the park 
system, but under the terms of the bill, 
the preserve would be created with 
minimal federal land ownership. The 
Trust will retain ownership of all but 
nearly 180 acres of the Z Bar/Spring 
Hill Ranch, which it would donate to 
the federal government, saving taxpay
ers the expense of land acquisition for 
the new park. 

The parcel to be donated includes 
the ranch's 19th-century buildings— 
a mansion, a three-story stone barn, a 
one-room schoolhouse, and others— 
and acreage adequate for parking and 
visitor facilities. The National Park Ser
vice will enter into a cooperative man
agement agreement with the Trust, sub
ject to input from a citizen advisory 
committee. 

"The idea of creating a tallgrass prai-

W I S E U S E W A T C H 

MOVEMENT BACKS 
PRIVATE USE OF 

PUBLIC LAND 

N ational Parks is tracking the 
activities of the Wise Use 
Movement, a coalition work

ing to roll back environmental 
protections. 

A major Wise Use group has 
supported two bills that would set 
a dangerous precedent for national 
parks. On November 14, the 
House subcommittee on national 
parks held a hearing on H.R. 1666, 
which would extend for 99 years 
special arrangements for private 
citizens to live on park property 
in Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore in Michigan, and H.R. 
2528, which would similarly ex
tend permits for vacation homes 
in the scenic Mineral King Valley 
area of Sequoia National Park in 
California. 

In both cases, NPS negotiated 
agreements with park residents— 
many of whom were compen
sated—with the understanding 
that, when the leases or permits 
expire, the land would be volun
tarily vacated. More than 1,500 
citizens live in parks under these 
agreements. Proponents of the bills 
say that for the Park Service to up
hold the contracts and terminate 
the leases would violate private 
property rights. 

The American Land Rights As
sociation, a leading Wise Use 
group headed by Charles Cush-
man, sent a former employee, 
Myron Ebell, to testify at the hear
ing. Among other things, Ebell ad
vocated the sale of parklands to 
permittees and accused NPS of 
threatening citizens. 

NPCA's position is that residents 
do not own the property and that 
the measures would create prefer
ential rights of access for an elite 
class of park visitors. 
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The Senate may soon act on a bill to create Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve. 



rie preserve has been gaining momen
tum for 30 years," said Laura Loomis, 
NPCA's associate director for national 
issues. "The innovative proposal now 
before Congress would provide ever
lasting protection for the tallgrass prai
rie, a significant aspect of our nation's 
heritage." 

Barbara Zurhellen, the resident di
rector of interpretation for the Z Bar/ 
Spring Hill Ranch, noted that the site 
has begun to attract regional and na
tional attention. More than 10,000 visi
tors enjoyed the ranch during the first 
year of limited public access under the 
supervision of the Trust. 

—M. Katherine Heinrich 

Shi TAKE ACTION: National support is 
needed for Tallgrass Prairie National Pre
serve. Write to House Majority Leader 
Dole and to House Speaker Newt Gingrich 
(R-Ga.), urging them to move the tallgrass 
prairie bill quickly. Also write to your mem
bers of Congress, urging that they support 
the legislation. Addresses: U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510; U.S. House of 
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515. 

P R E S E R V A T I O N 

Study Outlines 
Ways To Protect 
Massacre Site 
National Park Service examines 
management alternatives. 
P R E S T O N , I D A H O — In their winter 
village near Bear River in the southeast 
corner of Idaho, hundreds of Shoshone 
Indians were slaughtered during a cav
alry raid 13 3 years ago. Today, the Na
tional Park Service is examining ways 
to memorialize the massacre by pro
tecting the site. 

On January 29, 1863, Col. Patrick 
Edward Connor led the California vol
unteers of the U.S. Army to the Bear 
River site with a mission to "chastise" 
and "exterminate" Indians involved in 
recent clashes with whites. Vowing to 

Groups Rally To Help C&O Canal 

R aging floodwaters 
in the aftermath 
of the "Blizzard of 

'96" that hit the East 
in January have seri
ously damaged most 
of Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal National 
Historical Park. 

Eighty percent of 
the canal and the tow-
path running alongside it were in
undated, and berms and bridges 
have been ripped apart.The National 
Park Service estimates that rehabili
tation could cost up to $20 million. 

In late January, NPCA hosted a 
meeting of NPS officials and repre
sentatives from the National Park 
Foundation, the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, the Student 
Conservation Association, the Po
tomac Conservancy, the C&O Canal 

Association, and oth
ers to discuss ways to 
aid in the effort. 

NPCA is organiz
ing a March for Parks 
to raise money for the 
canal. NPCA wi l l also 
prepare a brochure on 
what citizens can do 
to help. In addition, 
the Nat iona l Park 

Foundation is acting as a conduit for 
donations to the park and ensures 
that 100 percent of funds wi l l go 
toward canal restoration. 
.(& TAKE ACTION: To contribute, 
make checks out to National Park Foun-
dation/C&O Restoration Fund and send 
them to National Park Foundation, I 101 
17th St., N.W, Suite I 102, Washington, 
DC 20036-4704. For a copy of the 
"What You Can Do" brochure, call 
NPCA at l-800-NAT-PARK. 
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or 
Since 1919, NPCA has worked 

tirelessly to preserve priceless and 
irreplaceable treasures within the 
National Park System. One of 
NPCA's founders, Stephen Mather, 
and others of his generation had the 
foresight more than 75 years ago to 
take action to help save these sites 
that we all enjoy today. 

When NPCA considers the task 
of preserving the parks for future 
generations, we know that charita
ble bequests from wills and other 
individual estate plans will play a 
vital role in future funding. 

Perhaps you are giving all you 
feel you can afford on an annual 
basis but would like to do some
thing extraordinary for your chil
dren, grandchildren, nieces, and 
nephews. If so, we encourage you 
to take the time to make a will and 
include a bequest for NPCA among 
your other charitable interests. 

By remembering NPCA in 
your will or trust, you can leave a 
legacy that lasts far beyond your 
lifetime, enriching the lives of future 
generations of park lovers. 

For a coin/ of our IxxMrt, 
"How To Make A Will Tliat Works," 
phase return tins coupon or contact: 

lissir lirinkle\ 
National Parks and Conservation Association 

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 21X136 

(800)628-7275, exL 130 

Name 

Address 

City 

State Zip 
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give the Shoshone no quarter, Connor's 
raiders mercilessly set the stage for the 
Indian Wars to come. The massacre led 
to the creation of several reservations 
and opened land for set t lement by 
farmers and miners. 

The Bear River s i te—now a sacred 
burial ground for the Shoshone—was 
designated a national historic landmark 
six years ago. It contains structures and 
objects, as well as natural features, of 
religious and other traditional signifi
cance to the tribe. But burgeoning re
gional development and irrigation and 
hydroelectric activities upstream en
danger the site's future. 

In response, the state legislatures of 
Idaho and Utah asked the Park Service 
to initiate a resource study to assess the 
site's significance and to de te rmine 
h o w best to preserve it. The agency 
solicited input from the tribe and other 
local interests. 

The study outlines four ways the site 
could be managed and protected: as a 

county historic site, a state historic site, 
a na t ional h is tor ic reserve ( w h i c h 
would have a partnership among gov
ernments , citizens, associations, and 
tribes), or a national historic site. 

"We applaud the National Park Ser
vice for acknowledg ing this l i t t le-
known aspect of American history and 
for conducting such a thorough, un
biased study," said Terri Pauly, former 
acting Pacific Northwest regional di
rector. "We support protection for the 
site and will rigorously assess how the 
fragile resources of the Bear River site 
can best be saved." 

At press time, NPCA planned to sub
mit its evaluation of the feasibility study 
to NPS by the end of February. 

Sta TAKE A C T I O N : For more informa

tion about the feasibility study for the Bear 

River massacre site, write to the National 

Park Service, Columbia-Cascades System 

Support Office, 909 First Avenue, Seattle, 

W A 98104-1060. 

Circle number S 1 on the Reader Service Card 
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M A R K U P 
Key Park Legislation 

NPCA is working on 30 bills. 

BILL 

Budget 
Reconci l iat ion 
H.R.2491 

1996 In te r io r 
Appropr ia t ions 
H.R.1977 

Presidio 
H.R. 1296 

Tallgrass Prair ie 
H.R. 1449 / S. 695 

P U R P O S E 

Includes a measure that 
perpetuates taxpayer subsidies to 
the park concessions industry. 
Raises entrance fees without 
making concessioners pay their 
fair share. NPCA opposes. 

Provides funding for NPS at levels 
lower than the president's budget 
request. Transfers management of 
Mojave National Preserve from 
NPS to the Bureau of Land 
Management. NPCA opposes. 

Creates an independent 
government trust to manage the 
Presidio. Limits NPS management 
of the historic base and sets 
stringent criteria for the trust's 
operations. NPCA is working to 
improve the legislation. 

Creates Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve with minimal federal 
ownership. NPCA supports. 

S T A T U S 

President Clinton vetoed H.R 
2491 on December 6. At press 
time, the president and Congress 
were still working out their 
differences over the bill. 

President Clinton vetoed H.R 
1977 on December 18. and the 
House failed to override the veto 
on January 4. At press time, the 
two parties had agreed to a 
short-term funding measure. 

H.R 1296 was approved by the 
Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee on 
December 21 .The bill passed the 
full House on September 19. 

At press time, the Senate 
subcommittee on national parks 
had planned a hearing on S. 695 
for mid-March. 
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BY CONNIETOOPS M 

T WILIGHT DESCENDS Oil a for
est clearing in Shenan
doah National Park, Vir
ginia. An eastern cotton
tail nibbles on tender 

grasses, now and then pausing to lis
ten. Crouching among lichen-covered 
rocks at the edge of the forest is one of 
North America's most efficient hunt
ers. Its ears strain forward, alert to the 
slightest sound. Green eyes peer at the 
rabbit, barely 50 feet away. Unaware 
of the danger, the cottontail continues 
to graze.The cat slinks forward, stubby 
tail twitching in anticipation. Explod
ing from the woods, the cat bats the 
rabbit to the ground and ends its life 
with a bite to the neck. In the ghostly 
silence that follows, the bobcat retreats 
with its prey. 

Our most abundant native felines. 

Bobcats, about the size of a large 
housecat, have survived human 
encroachment by being adaptable and 
by their ability to remain hidden. 

bobcats prey primarily on rabbits, but 
when populations dwindle, the "wild
cats" supplement their diets with 
squirrels, mice, birds, lizards, even 
large insects. Pound for pound, bob
cats are among the scrappiest fighters 
in the animal kingdom. Long claws, 
sharp teeth, and daring demeanor even 
allow them to ambush deer, which 
weigh three to four times more than 
the average bobcat. Unlike grizzly bears 
and mountain lions, whose popula
tions declined as homesteaders moved 
West, bobcats adapted to the chang
ing landscape and survived on the 
fringes of human habitation despite 
bounties posted because of their oc
casional raids on livestock. 

Ocelots, jaguarundis, jaguars, and 
lynx are not faring as well as the bob
cat (mountain lions were covered in 
the July/August 1995 issue). Habitat 
loss, poaching, and other threats have 
affected these cats enough to put oce
lots, jaguars, and jaguarundis on the 
endangered species list. The ranges of 

Habitat loss and poaching have 

seriously diminished the numbers 

of some American cats, whereas 

others are faring well. Either way, 

the national parks are key to 

their long-term survival. 

all of these cats extend beyond the 
boundaries of the contiguous United 
States, making protection more of a 
challenge. 

The bobcat has been aided by its 
adaptability and stealth—the ability to 
remain invisible—as well as a coat with 
little appeal for the fur trade.Tradition
ally, bobcat fur was considered infe
rior to that of the larger cats. In 1974, 
bobcat pelts sold for $ 12, and few trap
pers bothered with them. But when 
jaguars, cheetahs, and leopards were 
excluded from the international fur 
trade, bobcats came into demand. By 
1980, prime pelts fetched $600. 
Thankfully, wild fur has fallen from 
fashion, and although about 30 states 
still allow trapping, bobcats currently 
net only $85 per pelt. 

To gauge trapping pressure, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) sur
veyed bobcat populations during the 
late 1980s. The cats are scarce in por
tions of the Midwest where their habi
tat has been replaced by crops, but the 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 29 

LU 

o 
S \ < 



TRACKING CATS Continued 

USFWS estimated up to 1.5 million 
adult bobcats remain in swamps, for
ests, deserts, and other rugged terrain. 

In large Eastern parks such as Acadia, 
Shenandoah, and the Great Smokies, 
and in many Western parks, bobcats are 
more common now than in colonial 
times, yet few people see these wary 
creatures. Even though the cats are se
cretive, Golden Gate National Recre
ation Area and Point Reyes National 
Seashore in California are excellent 
places to catch sight of them. 

At a fleeting glimpse, which is what 
most observers settle for, it is difficult 
to tell a bobcat from a lynx. Both weigh 
20 to 25 pounds, twice the size of a 
house cat. Both have stubby tails and 
fringes of fur framing their faces. A 
bobcat's coat has a ruddy hue; the lynx 
is grayer, and up close, it is distin
guished by black tufts of fur extend
ing from the tips of its ears. Lynx, 
which have streamlined bodies atop 
gangling legs and huge feet, seem out 
of proportion. 

Bobcats are very adaptable when 

food is scarce. They defend territories 
aggressively and outcompete lynx in 
temperate zones. But with a taste for 
hares (an abundant prey species in the 
North) and feet like snowshoes, lynx 
dominate boreal habitats. The current 
dividing line between lynx and bob
cats roughly follows the U.S.-Canada 
border. Historically lynx also inhabited 
the high Rockies as far south as Colo
rado and Utah. 

THE LYNX'S most popular 
food source is the snow-
shoe hare, which multi
plies until the population 
consumes nearly all of the 

available forage. Populations boom, 
then crash in predictable cycles. As 
hares increase, lynx prosper, and fe
males find enough food so that most 
kittens survive to adulthood. When 
hares crash, lynx kittens starve, and 
young adults wander great distances 
searching for food. 

Lynx seem to be faring well in Alas
kan parks. Resource management spe
cialist Ken Stahlnecker says the lynx 
population has grown to about the size 

that can be supported in Denali. The 
animals are usually observed near head
quarters and along the entrance road, 
where there is ample wooded cover. 

Bill Route, wildlife management bi
ologist at Wrangell-St. Elias National 
Park and Preserve, says a recent study 
with the USFWS indicates the park and 
adjoining refuge lands host "a healthy 
population" of lynx.Twenty-five of the 
elusive cats were radio-collared dur
ing the survey. Females used home 
ranges averaging 21 square miles. 
Males patrolled territories twice that 
size, often consorting with two to four 
females. 

USFWS wildlife biologist Lori 
Nordstrom studies lynx in the contigu
ous United States, where the outlook 
is less favorable than in Alaska or 
Canada. "Fur prices for lynx skyrock
eted in the 1970s," she says. "There 
were not many animals in the Lower 
48, but they were affected because 
more trappers could get to them [than 
in Alaska or Canada]. Lynx were over-
harvested, and where the breeding 
stock was taken, populations have not 
recovered." 

Lynx are distinguished from bobcats by an overall grayer appearance and by the tufts of fur on their ears. 
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State furbearer coordinator Brian 
Giddings believes Montana has the best 
lynx habitat and probably the highest 
number of individuals in the Lower 48. 
Montana annually allows only two lynx 
to be trapped statewide. Once state 
officials are informed that the limit has 
been met, the season is closed. Gid
dings maintains this low limit has little 
effect on the overall population. At 
Glacier National Park, lynx inhabit old-
growth forests above 5,000 feet.They 
den in hollow logs and hunt in nearby 
meadows. Prime lynx habitat lies on 
the eastern edge of the park, and trap
ping is allowed outside the boundary. 
Resource manager Steve Gniadeck says, 
"Sightings have declined since the late 
'60s. Since lynx are relatively rare even 
when abundant, [the situation calls] 
for being more cautious, not less." 

According to National Park Service 
(NPS) resource management special
ist Sue Consolo-Murphy, Yellowstone 
National Park is on the edge of lynx 
range. "From 1883 through 1995, we 
have only 58 records of lynx tracks or 
sightings on file." Consolo-Murphy 
uses data from automated photo sta

tions run by volunteers and from re
mote snagging devices that collect hair 
samples to confirm the presence of elu
sive forest carnivores. "For now, it's the 
best we can do," she says. "We need a 
study, but it would be expensive. Re
alistically, in this time of declining 

Politics has also 
hampered proposals to 

protect native cats 
through the Endangered 

Species Act. 

budgets, lynx, fisher, and wolverine 
don't rank high on the list of priori
ties." 

Two years ago, 1,900 scientists from 
NPS, USFWS, and other Interior agen
cies were reassigned to the National 
Biological Service (NBS). Ideally, NBS 
was to thoroughly inventory natural re
sources on our nation's public lands. 
In reality, NBS has fallen prey to gov

ernment downsizing and budget woes, 
as well as aggressive attacks from anti-
environmental forces opposed to its 
mission. Current congressional pro
posals will cut the NBS budget by 20 
percent and assimilate personnel into 
the U.S. Geological Survey. 

Some former NPS researchers have 
been laid off and others have left NBS 
because of job uncertainty. Although 
most former NPS scientists are con
tinuing their park research from re
gional field stations, many have expe
rienced slowdowns in administrative 
support and communications. "When 
resident scientists were transferred to 
NBS," Yellowstone's Consolo-Murphy 
says, "priorities shifted. We have re
ceived no information from NBS on 
how to put in requests for future 
projects." 

Politics has also hampered propos
als to protect native cats through the 
Endangered Species Act. For example, 
in Colorado the most recent lynch trap
ping occurred in 1972.The last "iffy" 
track was observed in the mid-'80s. 
Lori Nordstrom's research indicates 
lynx are probably gone from Colorado 

Only 50 to 100 ocelots remain in Texas, where habitat loss and highways pose major problems for the endangered cats. 
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The jaguarundi is a tropical species, but a population may exist in south Texas. 

TRACKING CATS Continued 

and much of their former Great Lakes 
range. Based on her data, the USFWS 
proposed listing the lynx as endan
gered within the continental United 
States. 

Most states in the Lower 48 within 
the historic lynx range already classify 
these animals as endangered, threat
ened, or sensitive. But the petition to 
list the animal was rejected at the na
tional level, ostensibly because lynx 
populations are still adequate in Can
ada and Alaska. Most endangered spe
cies listings result from human-caused 
loss of habitat. When the Endangered 
Species Act is invoked to protect a plant 
or an animal, it can prevent develop
ment on public or private property. 
Thus the act has riled some property-
rights groups and business interests, 
such as the logging industry. They have 
placed increasing political pressure on 
legislators to soften the act, which is 
currently up for reauthorization. 

THE REMAINING three cats are 
all listed as endangered in 
at least some portion of 
their ranges, although ad
ditional protection would 

help these beleaguered species to sur
vive in greater numbers. Ocelots, jag
uars, and jaguarundis are all Southwest 
species that cross over the border from 
Mexico. Although never numerous, 
jaguars historically have ranged into 
the Southwestern United States. Before 
1940, they were seen occasionally at 
Saguaro National Park. Rich Hayes, a 
ranger at Saguaro and an experienced 
animal tracker, believes young jaguars 
periodically wander north out of Mex
ico. They follow river corridors and 
seek refuge in isolated, rugged habi
tats. Sign records also exist from the 
Chisos Mountains in Big Bend National 
Park in Texas. A jaguar was killed ille
gally in 1986 in the Dos Cabezas 
Mountains, not far from Chiricahua 
National Monument in Arizona. As a 
result of a sting operation, wildlife of
ficers caught the poachers. 

Jaguars are the largest American cats, 
averaging 250 pounds and six feet 
long. Throughout much of their prin
cipal range in Central and South Amer-
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ica, jaguars are being displaced by ex
panding human populations. Ranch
ers kill them because the cats some
times eat cattle, and poachers kill them 
for their beautiful fur. 

In 1972 jaguars from Mexico south
ward were declared endangered. At 
that time, no jaguars were thought to 
remain in the United States.The 1986 
poaching case proved otherwise. To 
correct this oversight, a petition to in
clude jaguars north of the border as 
endangered was filed in 1994. A deci
sion was due in July 1995, but riders 
on Interior Department fiscal year 
1996 appropriations bills—which had 
yet to be approved as of early 1996— 
placed a moratorium on new listings. 

THE ENDANGERED OCELOT O n c e 

roamed nor th to Big 
Thicket National Preserve 
in Texas. Only 50 to 100 
of them remain in the 

United States, now centered in a few 
southTexas counties. USFWS biologist 
Linda Laack studies these small striped 
cats. Although they are still poached 
in Latin America for their coats, Laack 
stated, "Habitat loss is their biggest 
threat. Highway mortality is another 
problem." 

Ocelots require woody canopy of 
mesquite and ebony with dense, 
thorny underbrush. Since the 1940s, 
most thorn-scrub has been cleared for 
citrus groves and vegetable farms. Oce
lots prey on rabbits, mice, rats, and 
birds where fragments of good cover 
remain. Males in search of mates and 
young adults seeking new territories 
range farther. They need uncleared 
fencerows and brushy resacas (river 
channels) as safe travel corridors. To 
reduce mortality caused by vehicles, 
the Texas Highway Department in
stalled two (and plan more) below-
grade culverts near the Laguna Atascosa 
National Wildlife Refuge where oce
lots can cross busy roads. 

Laack searched for ocelots at Palo 
Alto Battlefield National Historic Site 
near Brownsville, Texas, without suc
cess. Besides the Laguna Atascosa ref
uge in Texas, where Laack knows of 
nine ocelot dens, much of the best re
maining habitat is on private land, al
though some animals have been found 

at the Lower Rio Grand National Wild
life Refuge. "We need to promote a 
cooperative atmosphere with land
owners," she says. Education about 
these seldom-seen cats is vital in or
der to inspire voluntary preservation 
of their habitat. In addition, Land and 
Water Conservation Fund money 
should be used to prevent further habi
tat fragmentation. The fund uses 
money drawn from mineral extraction 
to acquire ecologically important lands 
for the national park, forest, and ref-

Ocelots, jaguars, and 

jaguarundis are all listed 

as endangered in 

at least some portion 

of their ranges, although 

additional protection 

would help these 

. beleaguered species 

to survive in 

greater numbers. 

uge systems. Congress, which has 
made limited money available from the 
fund, last year attempted to eliminate 
it altogether. 

Jaguarundis, also listed as endan
gered, are sleek, long-tailed creatures, 
colored either a uniform reddish 
brown or dark gray. Like ocelots, they 
inhabit brush cover. Occasional 
sightings are reported; an individual 
was killed on a highway near Browns
ville a few years ago. But Laack is not 
certain whether a remnant population 
exists in south Texas or whether ani
mals wander north from Mexico. 

Raymond Skiles, resource manage
ment specialist at Big Bend National 
Park in Texas, also has received reports 
of jaguarundis. "In the last two years, 
we have had a number of sightings, 
some by rangers and naturalists," he 
says. Without physical evidence, how
ever, these sightings are difficult to 
confirm. Skiles suspects the animals 

may be using the woody habitat along 
the Rio Grande as a travel corridor. 

At Eagle Pass,Texas, about 150 miles 
east of Big Bend, the proposed 3,000-
acre Dos Republicas strip mine would dis
rupt Elm Creek, a tributary of the Rio 
Grande.This riparian habitat is suitable 
for jaguarundis and ocelots. An Envi
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
ruling would allow the mining com
pany to destroy the creek-side thorn-
scrub and mitigate the damage by 
planting an experimental brush corri
dor elsewhere on the site. The National 
Parks and Conservation Association 
(NPCA) and the Sierra Club have ap
pealed the EPA decisions. NPCA South
west Regional Director Dave Simon 
says, "Intense political pressure biased 
the decision to grant the mine permit, 
despite a questionable biological opin
ion and mitigation plan." 

Reports of ocelots and jaguarundis 
also trickle in from southern Arizona, 
including Chiricahua and Organ Pipe 
Cactus national monuments and 
Coronado National Memorial. Arizona 
Game and Fish mammalogist Bill Van 
Pelt follows up sightings by installing 
remote cameras along game trails in 
hopes of documenting the animals. No 
jaguarundis, ocelots, or jaguars have 
been photographed yet, but Van Pelt 
says, "We know we have lots of bob
cats and mountain lions." 

"The problem with these cats," he 
says, "is that they are all secretive crea
tures. Even biologists who spend lots 
of time in the field don't see them 
regularly. It's important that these cats 
have plenty of habitat for their secre
tive lifestyles." 

As habitat continues to be gobbled 
up by expanding human populations, 
the role national parks fill as sanctuar
ies for wildlife becomes even more 
crucial. Although the national parks 
provide important habitat for our na
tive cats, much more needs to be done 
to ensure the continued survival of 
these stealthy creatures. 

CONNIE TOOPS is a photo-journalist based 
in Martinsburg.West Virginia. This ar
ticle is a sequel to her article about moun
tain lions, which appeared in the July/ 
August 1 995 issue. 
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The designation of Yellowstone, one of the first World Heritage Sites, 

as endangered focuses international attention on the meaning 

and importance of these special places. 

BY TODD WILKINSON 

WARNING 
Lewis River Canyon, 

Yellowstone National Park. 
PHOTO BY CARR CLIFTON 



THE PRONOUNCEMENT C a m e 

from a group of global 
leaders most people had 
never heard of—yet it 
resonated across the Atlan

tic. A few weeks before Christmas, the 
World Heritage Committee, an inter
national treaty organization empow
ered by the United States and 142 other 
countries, declared that the health of 
the world's first national park was in 
serious jeopardy 

Bracing against the prospect of a 
mega-scale gold mine on its doorstep, 
potential threats to park geysers from 
private energy developers, and a newly 
discovered invasion of lake trout that 
could decimate its famous wild fish 
populations,Yellowstone National Park 
has reached perhaps the most critical 
juncture in its 124-year history. 

For that reason, on December 5, 
1995, the World Heritage Committee 
added Yellowstone to its short list of 
"World Heritage Sites in Danger." It 
was a holiday gift that left environmen
talists with mixed feelings, even 
though the action was something both 
they and the U.S. government had ac
tively solicited. 

"We think the status is well deserved 
and are pleased that the listing will help 
bring worldwide attention to Yellow
stone's plight. However, having Yellow
stone designated a site in danger is a 
source of great sorrow," saidTerri Mar
tin, Rocky Mountain regional director 
for the National Parks and Conserva
tion Association (NPCA). 

As much as the distinction under
scores serious threats to Yellowstone's 
ecological integrity, the announcement 
also draws attention to an obscure po
litical body that has served the role of 
a diagnostic physician assessing the 
health of protected areas around the 
world. 

"The United States has been an ac
tive member in World Heritage from 
its inception, and yet tens of millions 
of people who visit parks in this coun
try have no idea they are exploring 
World Heritage Sites," Martin said. "I 
like to think of World Heritage as a 
great atlas that has been sitting un
opened on the bookshelf. The time has 
arrived for us to take a look at the pages 
inside." 

Like the premise of national parks, 
World Heritage began as a novel un
dertaking. Nearly a quarter century 
ago, conservation leaders here and 
abroad realized there were some places 
of "outstanding universal value to 
mankind" that needed to be recog
nized in a global context. 

In 1972, exactly 100 years after 
Yellowstone was established, the com
munity of nations made a commit
ment, through the World Heritage 
Convention, to do everything possible 
to protect outstanding natural and cul
tural areas within their borders and to 
help other nations do the same. The 
United States' ratification of the con-

Nearly a quarter century 

ago, conservation leaders 

here and abroad realized 

there were some places that 

needed to be recognized 

in a global context. 

vention was supported by President 
Nixon and unanimously endorsed by 
the Senate. 

Consisting of representatives of 2 1 
countries elected by the nations that 
signed the convention, the World Heri
tage Committee approves designation 
of sites, which must be nominated by 
host countries. In 1978, at the request 
of the U.S. government, Yellowstone 
was among a dozen inaugural sites 
approved by the committee. 

Since then the roster of World Heri
tage Sites has blossomed, now encom
passing some 350 cultural sites and 
about 100 natural areas. A distin
guished who's who of famous human 
landmarks, the cultural icons range 
from India's Taj Mahal and Zimbabwe's 
Great Ruins to Independence Hall in 
Philadelphia and the Taos Pueblo in 
New Mexico. 

The natural sites in the World Heri
tage portfolio represent superlative 
examples of diverse habitats. American 
parks such as Yellowstone, Grand Can
yon, Great Smoky Mountains, Red
wood, and Everglades share the distinc

tion with Tanzania's Serengeti Plain, 
Ecuador's Galapagos Islands, and 
Australia's Great Barrier Reef. 

ALTHOUGH THE PRIMARY pur
pose of the World Heri
tage Convent ion is to 
recognize priceless natu
ral and cul tural w o n 

ders, the treaty has a safeguard provi
sion that allows the committee to iden
tify sites that have slipped into peril 
and need help. The "in danger" desig
nation is a way of calling attention to 
these sites so that potential problems 
can be confronted before they turn into 
disasters. 

Such intervention occurred in Aus
tralia in 1981 on the Great Barrier Reef, 
where pollution, resort development, 
and tourism put the coral ecosystem 
under t remendous stress. Conflict was 
resolved when an agreement was 
drafted between conservationists and 
the fishing and tourism industries to 
preserve sensitive areas of the reef. 

During the Fourth World Congress 
on National Parks and Protected Areas 
in Caracas, Venezuela, in 1992, more 
than two dozen sites around the world 
were identified where the World Heri
tage designation had played a key role 
in helping the areas respond to chal
lenges. But it was not until the early 
1990s that North Americans got their 
first taste of the convention's power. 

At that time, the committee played 
in important role in summoning at
tention to a section of the Canadian 
North and southeast Alaska, where a 
massive copper mine was proposed at 
Windy Craggy Pass in British Colum
bia. Stopping the mine became a battle 
cry for conservationists on both sides 
of the international border because it 
threatened resources in two World 
Heritage Sites—Kluane National Park 
in Canada and Wrangell-St. Elias Na
tional Park in Alaska—as well as the 
lower drainages of the spectacular Alsek 
and Tatshenshini rivers. 

At right: Yellowstone and a sampling 
of World Heritage Sites. Insets, top to 
bottom: Redwood National Park, 
Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park, the Taj Mahal, the Grand Canyon, 
and Great Barrier Reef, Australia. 
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WORLD HERITAGE Continued 

Although in this case the commit
tee did not invoke the "in danger" sta
tus, its influence nonetheless proved 
far-reaching. Reacting to the attention 
brought to bear by World Heritage and 
other efforts, Canada's federal and pro
vincial ministers ruled against the mine 
and took efforts to protect the largest 
span of undeveloped wilderness on the 
continent. The World Heritage desig
nation had played a critical role in ex
posing the dangers posed by the mine. 

In 1993 the commit tee acted 
again—this time with earnest applica
tion of its charter—by adding the Ev
erglades to its endangered list, citing 
the deleterious effects of water con
sumption, pollution, and draining that 
were killing the famous subtropical 
wetland. Scientific research showed 
that the wading bird population had 
declined 93 percent over 30 years, and 
56 of the Everglades' plant and animal 
species were classified as either threat
ened or endangered. The World Heri
tage Committee's decision provided an 
impetus for Interior Secretary Bruce 
Babbitt and Florida's sugar cane grow
ers to follow through on an agreement 

to try to restore the ecosystem to its 
original splendor. 

Despite these successes, the World 
Heritage concept has maintained a low 
profile in the United States. Rick Cook, 
a management specialist at Everglades 
who was formerly assigned to the Park 
Service's Office of International Affairs, 
says, "Generally, other nations have 
promoted their World Heritage affili-

ln 1993 the committee 

added the Everglades to its 

endangered list, citing the 

deleterious effects of water 

consumption, pollution, and 

draining that were killing 

the famous wetland. 

ation with far more zeal than we have, 
but that is changing. In many coun
tries, global travelers target World Heri
tage Sites the same way Americans plan 
their vacations around national parks. 
The sponsoring countries know they 

can [attract] a lot of tourism." 
According to Cook, Everglades' new 

visitor center, now being built to re
place the old facility destroyed by Hur
ricane Andrew, will focus on World 
Heritage. "I suspect that as the conven
tion gets more involved in raging con
troversies around the world, public 
awareness will increase," Cook said. 
"Some people are going to love World 
Heritage, and others won't take too 
kindly to it." 

Indeed, not everyone approved of 
the World Heritage Committee's rec
ommendations for Yellowstone. Just 
hours after the committee's decision 
was announced, Sen. Conrad Burns (R-
Mont.)—a vocal defender of the min
ing industry—condemned the action 
as an example of the United Nations 
meddling in the "sovereignty" of the 
United States. 

"It is astonishing that a group of 
extreme environmentalists can invite 
in a few folks from the United Nations 
to circumvent laws that Americans and 
Montanans have worked hard for and 
lent their voices to," the senator de
clared. "We have an exhaustive proce
dure on the books in Montana to de
cide where mines can and cannot be 

The Everglades' wading bird populations had declined dramatically by the time the committee took action in 1993. 
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sited. Why should we allow the U.N. 
to pick and choose when these laws 
and rules will be allowed to work? 

"The designation would also seek 
to put a halt to activities in the park 
such as travel by motor vehicles as well 
as to create a buffer zone around the 
park that would run roughshod over 
private property rights," the senator 
continued. "That's just ridiculous." 

What is ridiculous, says NPCA's 
Martin, is how Burns distorts the facts. 
In truth, the U.N. has no involvement 
whatsoever, and the "in danger" des
ignation seeks only to expose serious 
potential or ascertained threats to des
ignated World Heritage Sites. It is up 
to the U.S. government and its land 
management agencies to comply with 
the mandates of the treaty—the para
mount intent being the maintenance 
of the park's ecological integrity. What 
the designation does not do is usurp a 
nation's sovereignty, infringe upon 
private property rights, or result in 
economic sanctions or boycotts levied 
against specific industries. 

"If Sen. Burns is so concerned about 
international bodies coming in and 
hijacking Yellowstone, he ought to be 
asking himself why he is so eager to 
let a Canadian mining company come 
into this country and exploit a law that 
putsYellowstone at risk," suggests Bob 
Ekey, spokesman for the Greater Yel
lowstone Coalition, which joined with 
NPCA, American Rivers, and 11 other 
organizations in seeking World Heri
tage's involvement. 

OF THE PLETHORA of threats 
to Yellowstone cited by 
the World Heritage 
C o m m i t t e e , ch i e f 
among them is the 

$700 million gold, silver, and copper 
mine backed by Canadian giant 
Noranda Minerals, Inc., and a Mon
tana-based subsidiary. (See feature 
story in National Parks, July/August 
1994.) 

The proposed mine, a mosaic of 
private and public lands in the Bear-
tooth Mountains less than three miles 
from Yellowstone's border, requires the 
cooperation of the U.S. Forest Service 
to provide access and a place to en
tomb 5.5 million tons of toxic waste 

* J 1 W 4 Magellan («.t«graphiOMSanla Barbara, C'A 

The proposed mine would not only 
affect Yellowstone waters but would 
also bring roads and industrialization 
to critical grizzly bear habitat. 

known as tailings. The proposed tail
ings graveyard, which would be ten 
stories deep and the size of 70 foot
ball fields, would have to remain sealed 
forever to avoid environmental catas
trophe; yet, Noranda plans to build it 
in an area of intense geologic activity 
and at an elevation of 10,000 feet.The 
site favored by Noranda is along the 
banks of a stream that flows into the 
Clarks Fork of the Yellowstone River, a 

blue-ribbon trout fishery and Wyo
ming's only federal wild and scenic 
river. An alternative site is another 
drainage leading to the Lamar and 
Yellowstone rivers, both of which flow 
through the park. 

The quality and quantity of Yel
lowstone water also could be affected 
by the mining operation itself, which 
could dry up springs and contaminate 
groundwater that flows into Yellow
stone. In addition, the mine would 
bring roads and industrialization to the 
area, which is prime habitat for griz
zly bears and other wildlife. 

Early this spring, the Forest Service 
and the Montana Department of State 
Lands are scheduled to release a draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
on the mine. In the works for four 
years, the statement has been continu
ally delayed by Noranda's inability to 
complete its applications for several 
dozen permits. 

The Noranda controversy has stirred 
as much public outrage as did the fight 
over the Alsek andTatshenshini rivers. 
But, despite an avalanche of nearly 
20,000 comments of protest that have 
poured into the White House and For
est Service headquarters in Washing
ton, Forest Service officials say they 
may have no alternative under the 
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WORLD HERITAGE Continued 

1872 Mining Law but to allow the 
mine to proceed if the company can 
show, on paper, that it can satisfy mini
mum requirements. 

IVEN THE DIRE THREAT pOSed 

to Yellowstone by the 
proposed mine, NPCA 
and others turned to 
World Heritage in Dan

ger designation as a way to bring 
worldwide attention 
to the park's plight. 
In September, at the 
invitation of NPCA, 
other conservation 
groups, and the U.S. 
government , the 
World Heritage 
Committee toured 
Yellowstone to view 
firsthand the areas 
that would be af
fected by the mine 
and other threats. 

Conservationists 
knew they needed to 
plead their case effec
tively while remind
ing the committee of 
the broad base of 
public opposition to the mine. In a let
ter to the committee, park historian 
and NPCA trustee Alfred Runte wrote, 
"It is vital that you, the representatives 
of the world community, now declare 
Yellowstone a World Heritage Site in 
Danger. What saved Yellowstone in the 
first place was concern for our self-
image in the mirror of world opinion. 
Make us, then, live up to our own ar
gument." 

In another letter to committee chair
man Adul Wichencharoen dated Sep
tember 6, 1995, NPCA President Paul 
Pritchard, along with other prominent 
park supporters, wrote that interna
tional recognition was needed to en
sure that the mine never breaks 
ground. The long list of names sign
ing the letter ranged from active mem
bers of Congress (Reps. Bruce Vento, 
Nick Joe Rahall II, and Bill Richardson) 
to former President Jimmy Carter. 
Media mogulTedTurner, scientists Tho
mas Lovejoy and Luna Leopold, former 

Interior Secretary Stewart Udall, 1992 
Earth Summit organizer Maurice 
Strong, philanthropist Larry Rockefel
ler, c lothing manufacturer Yvon 
Chouinard, actors Robert Redford and 
Harrison Ford, and Garden Club of 
America President Mrs. Richardson 
Pratt also signed the letter. 

"The real bargaining chip is public 
visibility," explained Rob Milne, who 
used to oversee the Park Service's Of
fice of International Affairs and is a 
respected expert on World Heritage. 

The "in danger" designation under
scores our responsibility to preserve 
Yellowstone for future generations. 

"To not act is to send a message that 
our participation in international trea
ties—and indeed our commitment to 
protect our first national park—is ar
bitrary and capricious. To do that just 
doesn't send a very positive message 
to the rest of the world." 

The onus ultimately rests on Presi
dent Clinton's shoulders, and he al
ready has said, "No amount of gain 
that could come from it [the mine] 
could possibly offset any permanent 
damage to Yellowstone." 

BESIDES THE MiNE.Yellowstone 
resource managers are try
ing to cope with an inva
sion of lake trout in park 
waters that is expected to 

radically reduce the number of indig
enous cutthroat trout, a prime source 

of food for threatened grizzly bears and 
a dozen other species. A bill to pro
hibit geothermal development just 
outside Yellowstone has stalled in the 
Republican-controlled Congress, leav
ing the park's geysers and hot springs 
vulnerable to tampering. Development 
is taking place on private lands in criti
cal wildlife habitat next to the park. 
Yellowstone bison are being shot when 
they wander beyond park boundaries. 
And record-breaking crowds are visit
ing the park in summer and winter. 

Yellowstone Super
intendent Mike Finley 
reacted forcefully to 
insinuations from Sen. 
Burns that the World 
Heritage in Danger sta
tus was a conspiracy 
involving the United 
Nations to create a 
buffer zone around the 
park. Finley said, "It 
causes me to ask the 
basic question: What's 
wrong with protecting 
Yellowstone National 
Park from internal and 
external threats? 

"People like Sen. 
Burns...have tried to 
make this sound like an 

issue of us versus them, foreign inter
vention versus the United States— 
which is ironic, since we asked for this 
listing," he continued. "When they say 
World Heritage has no business being 
here, I would like to remind them that 
every year 3 million people passing 
through the park entrance stations 
ratify Yellowstone's designation as a 
World Heritage Site—a place that is 
beloved and special the world over." 

Today, it remains to be seen whether 
the World Heritage Committee can res
cue Yellowstone from the throes of 
emerging crises, but at least the world 
has been alerted to the problem. Ac
cording to NPCA's Martin, Yellow
stone's World Heritage Site in Danger 
status "is not a eulogy. It means there 
still is time to act. We have an oppor
tunity that may not be here down the 
road." 

TODD WILKINSON writes regularly for 
National Parks magazine. 
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Staying 
Aflbaf 

Although maritime parks present unique management challenges, the Park Service 

is doing the best it can with limited funds and expertise. 
BY EBBA HIERTA 

A
HANDFUL OF his
toric ships in 
the National 
Park System, 
some of them 

the last of their type in ex
istence, tell the story of an 
important period in U.S. his
tory, when nearly all com
merce was carried out on 
the water. 

Their history is as varied 
as their designs. A three-
masted schooner that hauled 
lumber along the Pacific 
Coast; an ocean-going 
steam-powered tugboat, 
one of the last of its kind; a 
scow schooner that carried 
cargo in coastal waters; the 
largest wooden boat in the 
country, a 300-foot side-
wheel steamer ferry; and a 
steel-hulled three-masted 
square-rigger that was built 
to withstand the rigors of 
Cape Horn, the southern
most point of South Amer
ica, where the waters of the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans 
collide. 

While their stories are 
dramatic ones, full of excite
ment and the dangers of life 
at sea, some of the vessels 
today also tell a sad tale of 
neglect. The San Francisco 
Maritime National Histori
cal Park, home to seven 
ships—the largest floating 

The 111-year-old C.A. Thayer, front, built for the Pacific 
Coast lumber trade, needs a complete overhaul. 

historic fleet in the world— 
has waged a pitched battle 
over the last 18 years to pre
serve the boats. 

Lack of funds has been 
the primary problem. The 
mar ine environment is 
harsh and the need for 
maintenance constant. Most 
of the boats were in sorry 
shape when the Park Service 
took them over from the 
state of California in 1978. 
But disagreements among 
the park staff over how to 
allocate limited resources 
and how best to till the 
story of these ships and their 
role in history have inter
fered with efforts to save 
them. 

The 111-year-old C.A. 
Thayer, one of only three 
wooden three-masted 
schooners in the country, 
needs an infusion of $8 mil
lion. The 156-foot ship, 
built for the Pacific Coast 
lumber trade and later used 
for cod and salmon fishing, 
is rife with dry rot. The mas
sive 90-foot-long hull tim
bers, cut from old-growth 
Douglas fir, are deteriorat
ing at an increasing rate. 
Replacement planks of this 
size are no longer available, 
although hull timbers could 
be pieced together with 
shorter planks. The ship's 
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STAYING AFLOAT Continued 

deck is no longer water-tight, and rain 
water that leaks into the boat acceler
ates the rot that is attacking the inter
nal support frames. 

The Park Service has treated the 
wood with borate, a chemical that 
slows dry rot.The Park Service also has 
taken the boat out of the water—once 
in 1987 and again in late 1995—to 
address pressing emergencies that 
threatened to sink the ship. Most re
cently, several severely rotten planks 
were replaced, and the bottom was 
recaulked. 

Without a complete overhaul, the 
ship will last perhaps another decade 
with periodic stabilization efforts, says 
park Superintendent William Thomas. 
After that, he says the C.A. Thayer, the 
only lumber schooner still afloat from 
the original 500-boat fleet, will be too 
far gone to save. 

The 81-year-old Wampama, the last 
of a fleet of 235 steam schooners, has 
already reached the point of no return. 
The boat has been dry-docked on a 
floating barge since 1980. Nearly $1 
million is needed just to stabilize the 
boat enough to allow visitors to safely 
tour it, and a complete restoration 
would cost more than $ 12 million. 

"We're taking a hard look at her 
future," Thomas says. "She's deterio
rated so much that the cost of restora
tion is prohibitive. We could spend 
more money on that one boat than it 
would take to restore the rest of the 
fleet. One option we have to look at is 
to dismantle her and save the impor
tant parts for display." 

THE REMAINING five ships in 
the San Francisco fleet 
range in condition from 
excellent to marginal. 
These ships present a 

unique problem for the Park Service, 
which some say is more adept at ad
dressing environmental issues at land-
based parks and "bricks and mortar" 
preservation issues at historic sites. 

The park system includes three 

Built to withstand the rigors of Cape 
Horn, Balclutha was the last ship to 
fly the flag of the Hawaiian Kingdom. 
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STAYING AFLOAT Continued 

maritime parks, each with its own 
unique challenges, but none more 
pressing than those found in San Fran
cisco. "The Park Service doesn't have a 
lot of experience dealing with mari
time resources," says NPCA's Pacific 
Regional Director Brian Huse. "When 
you bring in people who are govern
ment bureaucrats and combine them 
with the independent and opinionated 
individuals who work on these ships, 
there are naturally going to be con
frontations." 

Thomas, one of the "bureaucrats," 
is the first to agree. Giving a fleet of 
historic ships to the Park 
Service to manage is like 
"giving Yosemite National 
Park to the Navy," says the 
superintendent. "Very few 
people in the Park Service 
really understood what 
we needed out here when 
we first started. It was 
more of a problem years 
ago. We're getting a much 
better understanding from 
our managers now." 

For years, the Park Ser
vice has battled publicly 
with Karl Kortum, who in 
the early 1950s founded 
the marit ime museum 
that is now part of the Park 
Service site. He advocated 
its turnover to the federal 
agency in 1978 and con
tinued as its curator until his retire
ment last year. With support from the 
larger international community of ship 
preservationists, Kortum disagreed 
with Thomas repeatedly over how to 
allocate the limited preservation funds 
and how to display the ships and in
terpret them to the 400,000 visitors 
who tour the park each year. 

A difference in approach was at the 
core of Kortum's disagreement with 
the Park Service. He supported the idea 
of distributing the limited funds 
equally among the maritime museum's 
ships; the Park Service wanted to keep 
some of the boats in operating condi
tion, which meant some of the ships 
received a majority of the available 
money. Kortum never hesitated to air 

his disagreements in the press. And this 
steady barrage of negative publicity 
hindered park managers' requests for 
more money. 

"Past squabbles brought a lot of 
negative attention and scared away 
congressional help," says Kevin Foster, 
chief of the NPS National Maritime Ini
tiative. "It was really counterproduc
tive, and it damaged the park's cred
ibility at times." 

Even some of Kortum's most ardent 
supporters agree that his methods 
sometimes did more harm than good. 
"I asked him ten years ago to stop his 
war with the government," says Peter 
Stamford, president of the National 

An 1805 oil painting of Friendship, by 

George Ropes, is on display at Salem. 

Construction of a 171-foot replica of 

the ship is set to begin this year. 

Maritime Historical Society and a 
founder of New York's South Street 
Seaport Museum, who calls Kortum "a 
world phenomenon and a genius 
when it comes to ship preservation." 

"I believed that it wasn't really help
ing the ships, and in some cases it was 
hurting them," Stamford says. "If he 
continued to focus on the fight instead 
of finding some way to cooperate, he 
was delaying the steps of reform that 
might otherwise take place. Well, it 
didn't happen." 

Kortum's frustration stemmed from 

years of having park managers ignore 
his advice, says Gunnar Lundeberg, a 
member of the park's Advisory Com
mission. Many of the park's problems 
stem from mismanagement, Lunde
berg says, and the park also routinely 
ignores the advice of the commission, 
a group of people with extensive ex
perience in ship maintenance. 

"They have a terribly scattered 
maintenance program down there," 
says Lundeberg, who represents U.S. 
merchant seamen as president of the 
Sailor's Union of the Pacific. "Things 
are out of kilter. There are haphazard 
and arbitrary decisions made about 
what gets done and when. Too much 

money and effort is spent 
doing cosmetic work and 
not getting to the funda
mental problem. There is 
too much staff rotation; we 
end up with people put in 
a position of ship manag
ers who have no experi
ence. Petty politics seems to 
be the rule," he continues. 
"People who are qualified 
in ship maintenance are 
transferred to other depart
ments. Those ships are na
tional treasures. They can't 
be replaced. This shouldn't 
be allowed to continue." 

Despite protracted inter
nal difficulties and the de
clining condition of the 
C.A. Thayer and Whmpama, 
Thomas says he has turned 

the corner with most of the fleet. 
Originally a unit of Golden Gate Na
tional Recreation Area, the San Fran
cisco Maritime National Historical Park 
was granted its own charter in 1989. 
That allowed park managers to carve 
out a separate niche, says Thomas, and 
made it easier to stake a claim for res
toration funds. And the National Mari
time Initiative, created in 1986, has ef
fectively created a Park Service interest 
in maritime history, he says. 

THE SALEM MARITIME National 
Historic Site in Massachu
setts provides a dramatic 
contrast to the situation in 
San Francisco. The Salem 

site, the first national historic site in 
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The Custom House is one of many historic buildings at Salem Maritime National Historic Site, which displays no ships. 

the park system, consists of wharves 
and huildings on Salem harbor that re
main from the days when the port 
played a dominant role in U.S. inter
national trade. 

Salem and sur rounding Essex 
County are home to 8,300 structures 
listed on the National Register of His
toric Places and 23 national landmarks. 
Through a partnership with other pub
lic and private historic sites in the re
gion, Salem Superintendent Steven 
Kesselman has worked to incorporate 
the NPS site as part of a greater "heri
tage area" that encompasses most of 
Essex County. A new visitors center in 
downtown Salem and eight "satellite" 
centers at other nearby historic sites 
are working with the Park Service to 
educate the nearly 1 million tourists 
who visit each year. 

"We are interpreting the entire re
gion, not just the National Park Ser
vice land," says Kesselman. "And these 
other sites incorporate our site and the 

importance of the region's maritime 
heritage in their programs. We've done 
a whole lot of leveraging, and the 
whole thing is coming together with 
minimal cost." 

The Salem site, however, is not 
without controversy. Its half-mile-long 
Derby Wharf sits empty, with no ship 
to help tell its story. Not a single his
toric ship from Salem's colonial ship
ping period has survived. So, the Park 
Service, with the help of a private fund-
raising campaign, is building a new 
one. 

Design plans for the Friendship, a $6 
million, 1 71 -foot replica of a three-
masted square-rigger that was built in 
Salem in 1797, have been completed, 
and park officials hope to begin con
struction this year. Although funding 
to build the ship was not a Park Ser
vice budget priority, a separate act of 
Congress made a commitment for a 
$4.5-million federal grant. The local 
community is working to raise the ad

ditional $1.5 million through private, 
state, and local sources. 

Not everyone thinks the Salem 
project, and the money allotted to it, 
are good things. Eileen Woodford, 
NPCA Northeast regional director, says 
that Salem, like San Francisco, is not 
an NPS priority. The difference is that 
Congress has decided Salem is a prior
ity. "Congress criticizes NPS for how 
it spends money and then goes ahead 
and directs funding to something that 
NPS has decided is not a priority. Con
gress has to bear some responsibility 
for what is going on. The money for 
Salem was an add on," says Woodford. 

But the park's superintendent says 
the money will be well spent. Kes
selman says a ship is crucial to the his
toric site's mission. "We're a maritime 
park without a ship," he says. "With
out it, our interpretive potential will 
never be fully exploited." Plans for 
building a ship to complement the Sa
lem site have been in place since the 
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STAYING AFLOAT Continued 

site was founded in 1938, Kesselman 
says. The Friendship has become the fo
cal point for the regional partnership, 
he says, and will increase visitation to 
the site by 20 to 30 percent. The Sa
lem Partnership had raised nearly half 
of the $1.5 million needed for the 
project by the end of 1995. 

While the Friendship project has the 
full support of the Salem community, 
some Park Service officials are uneasy 
about spending millions of 
dollars to build a replica when 
authentic historic ships in San 
Francisco are deteriorating. 

John Birchell, superinten
dent of Boston National His
torical Park, says the ship is a 
bad idea, and the Park Service 
"should not be in the ship
building business." 

Boston National Historical 
Park includes the Charlestown 
Navy Yard, home of the USS 
Constitution, the oldest commis
sioned ship in the U.S. Navy. 
Funds are not lacking for the 
ship on display. The 199-year-
old Constitution is still a commis
sioned Navy ship; and there
fore, the vessel is maintained by 
the Department of Defense. The 
Defense Department has a 
spare-no-expense attitude to
ward "old Ironsides." 

The U.S. Navy crew assigned 
to the Constitution performs 
many of the tasks that keep the 
wooden ship in prime condi
tion. This spring, the three-
year, $ 12-million overhaul to 
prepare the ship for its 200-year anni
versary in 1997 will be completed, a 
job undertaken by a contractor. "We 
are fortunate in that regard," Birchell 
says. "The Constitution is displayed at our 
pier, but we don't have the responsi
bility for her upkeep." 

Although the Department of De
fense pays the tab for any work done 
on the ship, some critics argue that the 
work is not really historic restoration, 
but rather reconstruction. And, there
fore, the work on the ship is unlike 
any done at other maritime museums 
in the system. 

JN SAN FRANCISCO, upkeep of the 
fleet is a constant battle—the 
park staff fight to keep the ele
ments at bay and fight for a 
share of a shrinking pool of 

special projects money in the NPS bud
get. The historic site's $5-million an
nual budget includes the salaries of a 
small crew of carpenters who do rou
tine maintenance. SuperintendentTho-
mas must vie with all of the other 
parks, monuments, recreation areas, 
and historic sites in the Pacific Region 

The 199-year-old USS Constitution, at 
Charlestown Navy Yard, with Bunker 
Hill in the background, is still a 
commissioned Navy vessel with an 
assigned Navy crew. 

for money for period overhauls and 
restoration. 

"We've really come a long way," 
Thomas says. "We managed in the 
good years [before NPS budget cuts] 
to do a lot of work." Since 1989, when 
NPS ships constituted half of the threat
ened National Historic Landmarks in 
California,Thomas says, good progress 

has been made on all of the ships ex
cept the Thayer and Wampama. 

The other ships are the 105-year-
old Alma, which is in excellent condi
tion and sailed regularly by a volun
teer crew; the 135-foot Hercules, the last 
early 20th century ocean-going steam 
tugboat afloat, which is in good shape 
and has been fully operational since 
1991. The remaining three ships still 
need more work to finish restoration. 
They are the 300-foot ferryboat Eureka, 
the largest wooden boat in the coun

try and the last intact wooden-
hulled sidewheel steamer 
afloat in the United States; the 
100-foot Eppleton Hall, a steam-
driven sidepaddle tug, the last 
of the famed British paddle 
boats to be built and the only 
one still floating; and the 301 -
foot Balclutha, a steel-hull, 
three-masted square-rigger 
built to withstand the rigors of 
Cape Horn and the last ship to 
fly the flag of the Hawaiian 
Kingdom. 

"We still have a lot to do, 
but I'm still optimistic," says 
Thomas. "Besides the Wampama, 
I think we will get the re
sources we need to improve 
the condition of the ships and 
keep them up." 

Excluding the Wampama, the 
historic site needs $20 million 
to complete restoration of its 
ships and buildings, he says. 
Not all of that money is needed 
today, he says, but restoration 
of the Thayer must begin soon 
if the Park Service intends to 
save it. Ideally, the restoration 

would be done in one huge project, 
Thonias says, but if the $8 million is 
not forthcoming, it may have to be 
done piece by piece. 

"The Thayer is the most expensive 
problem we have and our most press
ing concern. Sixty-five percent of our 
[financial] need is in that ship," Tho
mas says. "If we don't get to her, she'll 
solve the problem for us; she'll just fall 
apart." 

EBBA HIERTA, a writer who lives in At
lanta, Georgia, last wrote for National 
Parks about riverways at risk. 
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J oin the National Parks and Conservation 
Association this summer on a classic train 
journey to the National Parks of the West. 
Traveling from Colorado's Rockies to New 
Mexico's Sangre de Cristo Mountains, spend 
six nights on the private American Orient 
Express train, crossing the Continental Divide 
in Moffat Tunnel. Visit Rocky Mountain, 
Grand Canyon, Bryce Canyon, and Zion 
national parks, and Wupatki, El Morro, and 
Bandelier national monuments. Also see 
Promontory National Historic Site, where the 
first transcontinental railroad joined in 1869. 
NPCA Southwest Regional Director Dave 
Simon accompanies the tour. All-inclusive 
fares start at $3,990. 
Grand Canyon by Ed Mell in cooperation with the Grand Canyon Chamber Music Festival and the Susan Brown Gallery. ScottsdaU. AZ. Photo by Wolfgang Kaehler 

For brochure and more information send this coupon to: 
NPCA, attn: Jessie Brinkley, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., 
NW, Washington DC 20036. Or call our tour operator 
at (800) 795-5700. 

-—--—----—--—--—---—--——----

Yes, please send me information on the NPCA 
travel program National Parks of the West. 

Name 

Address. 

City/State/Zip. 

Phone(H) (W). 

National Parks and Conservation Association presents 

National Parks of the West 
June 18-27, 1996 
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P
ADDLING A KAYAK in silence along 
a remote lakeshore or gliding 
across the water at dawn, a trav
eler realizes few more exhilarat
ing ways exist to enjoy many of 

the national parks. From Alaska to the 
U.S. Virgin Islands, kayaking is often 
the ideal way to see the parks. 

The practical advantages of kayak 
travel are many. Unlike backpackers, 
paddlers do not have to be as space and 
weight conscious, and on most guided 
trips prior experience is not necessary. 
Often the kayak has room for extra 
supplies that make the overnight trip 
that much more pleasurable, and, un
like backpacking, the goods are car
ried by the boat. 

Kayaks allow unobtrusive access to 
remote areas where crowds cannot fol
low. Out on the water, solitude, natu
ral quiet, and true wilderness are the 
rule. Bears, sea lions, eagles, and even 
whales have little fear of human pad
dlers, allowing a closer approach than 
would otherwise be possible. 

National parks offer an opportunity 
to pursue a variety of water-related 
activities, including kayaking. Here is 
a close-up look at five of the nation's 
premier kayaking parks. 

Glacier Bay 
Glacier Bay National Park in Alaska of
fers some of the most breathtaking 
scenery and exciting sea kayaking in 
the park system. Thousand-foot fjords 
and glaciers—that calve chunks of ice 

DAVID N. B. LEE specializes in en
vironmental and travel writing and last 
wrote for NATIONAL PARKS about oil and 
gas drilling in the parks. 

Exploring the Backwaters 
Kayaking is an ideal low-impact way to enjoy 

the national parks from the 
Virgin Islands to Alaska. 

BY D A V I D N. B. L E E 

the size of buildings into the bay— 
mark the coastline. Secluded beach 
campsites provide paddlers with spec
tacular mountain views as well as ac
cess to day hikes. 

Wildlife viewing in Glacier Bay is 
incredible. In the summer months, 
kayakers can see humpback whales, 
orcas, sea lions, and dozens of sea birds 
feeding in the plankton-rich waters. 
Paddlers often spot wolves, grizzlies, 
and black bears on shore as they feed 
on carrion, beach grass, and wild 
strawberries. 

Kayakers should be prepared for 
changing weather and fluctuating 
tides. Rain can be falling or the sun 

shining at any time, and beach scenes 
can change from mud flats to open 
water in a matter of hours, as 20-foot 
tides ebb and flow. 

Access to the bay's wildest areas is 
provided by tour boats that leave from 
Juneau or the dock at Bartlett Cove, the 
location of the park's headquarters. 
Traveling up the bay, a visitor will no
tice the vegetation change from rain
forest to barren landscape. It is as 
though the boat is going back in time 
by following the retreat of the glaciers 
and the subsequent advance of plant 
and animal communities. 

Making early reservations is recom
mended for kayak rentals or tours. 

A lone kayaker in Glacier Bay National Park is dwarfed by the backdrop 
of mountains and chunks of ice. 
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Boats and trips in July and August are 
usually booked months in advance. 
Campsites are available at Bartlett Cove, 
and the park allows backcountry 
camping in several places. Food is 
available in Gustavus, but it is best to 
bring supplies or ship them in ad
vance. For more information, contact 
Glacier Bay National Park, Gustavus, AK 
99826 or call 907-697-2230. 

Yellowstone 
The popularity of kayaking on Yellow
stone Lake at Yellowstone National Park 
in Wyoming has increased dramatically 
over the past few years, but it is still 
possible to find seclusion in one of the 
remote arms of the lake, closed to most 
motor boat traffic. Bald eagles, osprey, 
and white pelicans are common sights, 
and the lucky paddler may even spot a 
grizzly sauntering along the shore. 
Cutthroat and lake trout fishing is usu
ally excellent. 

Beyond the beach, open woods and 
sunny meadows provide excellent op
portunities to stretch and watch elk 
and bison graze. Everywhere charred 
trees and new undergrowth are re
minders of how the 1988 wildfires 
have helped to revitalize the Yellow
stone ecosystem. 

Yellowstone paddlers should pay 
attention to the weather, which can 
change in seconds. Unless a visitor has 
a kayak, it is best to sign on with one 

White pelicans are a common 
sight for kayakers at Yellowstone 
Lake, which outfitter Steve Lentz 
calls a true wilderness. 

of the outfitters operating on Yel
lowstone Lake. Some companies even 
offer "backcountry luxury" and gour
met meals. Access to the lake varies 
with the tour. On some trips, paddlers 
will leave from the busy west side and 
kayak to the wild southeastern arms 
of the lake. Other tours include a power 
boat ride from west-side marinas.Tour 
operators drop paddlers off in prime 
kayaking areas. A recent boom in kay
aking has led to heavy use in some ar
eas, so check and be sure the chosen 
outfitter practices minimum-impact 
camping. Call the park for more infor
mation on outfitters. 

Groceries, hotels, and gas can be 
found at the park entrance at West Yel
lowstone. The Bridge Bay Marina also 
has most amenities as well as fishing 
licenses. The lake lies at 7,000 feet 
above sea level, and kayaking is best 
from mid-June to mid-September. For 
more information on paddling in 
Yellowstone, call the park at 307-344-
7381, or write to P.O. Box 168,Yellow
stone Park, WY 82190. 

Channel Islands 
Composed of five islands just 90 min
utes from urban southern California, 
Channel Islands National Park is a sharp 
contrast to the bustling mainland. En
compassing more than 250,000 acres, 
the park preserves in a semi-natural 
state many of the ecosystems lost in 

KAYAKING 

GLACIER BAY 
Glacier Bay is meant to be seen from the seal's-
eye view of a kayak. We recommend a fully 
guided and outfitted tour for the following 
reasons: 

• TRAINED NATURALIST GUIDES. 
Learn Glacier ecology, geology and the best 
binding and wildlife areas. 

• SMALL GROUPS. Make new friends in 
an intimate group. 

• EVERYONE WELCOME. Trips for all 
abilities and ages (teens to seniors). 

• AVOID BEAR PROBLEMS. Guides are 
experts in camping in bear country. 

• HELP THE PARK. NPCA receives $50 for 
each NPCA member joining the 1996 
guided 8-day Glacier Bay Sea Kayak Expe
dition. 

ALASKA DISCOVERY 
Dedicated to the Enjoyment & Conservation of Alaska's Wilderness 

Also ask about Tatshenshini River rafting, 
Icy Bay/Wrangell-St. Elias kayaking, & Arctic 

National Wildlife Refuge rafting/hiking. 

1-800-586-1911 • fax (907) 780-4220 

5449-4H Shaune Dr., Juneau, AK 99801 

• Circle number 11 on the Reader Service Card. 

FAP^AVAY 

ApvfffifeiS 
Rekindle Your Spirit 

The wilds of Yellowstone instill 
travelers with adventures early 

explorers found. Paddling stable 
touring kayaks and canoes in the 

most remote reaches of 
Yellowstone Lake, you'll view 

undisturbed wildlife, fly fish for 
enormous trout, and relax in the 

setting of a world class safari. 

1-800-232-8588 
Yellowstone • Middle Pork of the Salmon 

Costa Rica • Prance 

Offering the absolute finest in 
outdoor adventures since 1980 

Steve Lentz, Proprietor 

Circle number 12 on the Reader Service Card. 
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the mainland's more populated areas. 
In the islands, kayakers can paddle 

into sea caves, explore tide pools, and 
hike trails to inland valleys. Dubbed 
"California's Galapagos," the park pro
tects several endemic animal and plant 
species, including the island fox and 
Santa Cruz Island ironwood.The foxes 
are notoriously friendly, and at Scor
pion Ranch on Santa Cruz Island, a pair 
regularly dens under the bunkhouse, 
feeding their young with tidbits sto
len from unsuspecting visitors. (Ninety 
percent of Santa Cruz Island is owned 
by The Nature Conservancy. The re
mainder is owned by the Park Service 
and a private individual.) 

Paddlers who want to explore the 
islands' caves should do so with cau
tion. Ocean swells, tides, and sharp 
rocks can make sea caving dangerous, 
even for experienced paddlers. Hel
mets and wet suits are a must. 

All of the islands offer campsites, 
and visitors usually get to the park on 
Island Packers, the boat concessioner, 
although some airlines offer flights to 
the islands. If you will be camping, buy 
groceries and water on the mainland 
in Ventura, Oxnard, or Santa Barbara. 
Bed and breakfasts are available at both 
Smugglers and Scorpion Ranch on 
Santa Cruz, and both offer a "meals 
provided" option. For more informa
tion, contact Channel Islands National 
Park, 1901 Spinnaker Dr., Ventura, CA 
93001 805-658-5730. 

Acadia 
Acadia National Park in Maine protects 
some of the last wildlands on the At
lantic Coast. Here kayakers can paddle 
along rocky shores, watch harbor seals, 
and search for porpoises and whales. 

More than 300 species of birds can 
be found at Acadia; 122 of them nest 
in the park. Acadia offers mountains, 
islands, and magnificent coastline for 
the kayaker, including the spectacular 
cliffs of Isle au Haut, more remote than 
Mount Desert Island and accessed by 
ferry boat. On shore, park trails car
peted with spruce needles lead to fan
tastic views of surrounding islands and 
the open ocean. Access to the moun-

Kayakers can explore sea caves 
and tide pools at Channel Islands 
National Park in California 

tains is made easy by 5 7 miles of car
riage roads, a network of woodland 
pathways free of motor vehicles. 

Kayakers should be aware of rapidly 
changing weather, which over the 
course of any three-day trip may in

clude sun, fog, and strong wind. The 
fog and hidden underwater ledges can 
make the Maine coast treacherous go
ing for ships, so much so that today 
the U.S. Coast Guard maintains five 
lighthouses in the area. Paddlers should 
be aware of the tides, which vary from 
nine to 14 feet. 

At Duck Harbor, the National Park 
Service maintains a campground com
plete with shelters and grills. Private 
campsites and those operated by the 
Park Service are also available in the 
Bar Harbor area. Groceries and other 
supplies are available in Bar Harbor, 
Northeast Harbor, Southwest Harbor, 
and Elsworth. For more information, 
write to Acadia National Park, P.O. Box 
177, Bar Harbor, ME 04609 or call 
207-288-3338. 

Virgin Islands 
If paddling cool waters does not ap
peal to you, try the calm, clear waters 
of the Caribbean. In Virgin Islands 
National Park on St. John, VI., oppor
tunities for warm water kayaking are 
nearly endless. Sunny skies, crystalline 
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water, and teeming coral reefs make 
this an ideal winter destination. 

Kayakers can paddle around St. John 
Island, landing on one of its sandy 
beaches to swim, snorkel among tropi
cal fish, and watch the island's color
ful birds in the rainforest. At Trunk Bay, 
the park has an underwater trail that 
follows the coral reef that juts out from 
the beach. Here, snorkelers can see the 
vibrant colors of the parrot, lookdown, 
and trigger fish, as well as the proud 
yellow and white stripes of the curi
ous sergeant major fish. In the Virgin 
Islands, snorkelers may see spectacu
lar creatures, such as porcupine fish, 
rays, and angelfish along with many 
types of coral, such as brain, fan, and 
staghorn. Kayakers paddling at dawn 
or dusk may be lucky enough to spot 
sea turtles in the island's inlets. 

Paddling in the park is good year-
round, although kayakers should check 
the weather daily, especially during the 
fall. Hurricanes occasionally buffet the 
islands, and technically hurricane sea
son runs from mid-June to mid-De
cember. Last year, hurricanes Luis and 
Marilyn tore through the island, dam-

Trunk Bay on St. John offers sandy beaches and fantastic snorkeling. 

aging buildings and trees. Cinnamon 
Bay was heavily damaged in the storm, 
and crews still were working on the 
site in early 1996. The park is open to 
visitors, and places such as Maho Bay 
are up and running, but visitors should 
call well in advance to make reserva

tions for cottages and tent sites. 
Groceries and other supplies are 

available on both St. John and St.Tho
mas. For more information, contact 
Virgin Islands National Park, P.O. Box 
7789, Charlotte Amalie, St.Thomas.VI 
00801 or call 809-775-6238. m 

I ride the brisk air... across the Big Sky. along pure rivers, into 
vast golden lands and dense green woods. 

To plan vour Montana journev. just call 
1-800-VISIT-MT (847-1868), ext. 607. 

Montana 
nmiimmi 

i h«™ 1J lh#> Hmlnl VAta** vta. tata pk*> • Ejta Itam tata ̂  htlp://travcl.mi.gov 

Circle number S on the Reader Service Card. 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 51 

z 
b 
_ i 
_J 

7 
O 



Just What Kind Of 
Person Are You? 

What kind of person can ignore the heart
break in a child's face? How can anyone with a 
heart for children ... for life ... for decency ... not 
reach out to help ease the pain of children 
so young, so defenseless, so needy? Like this 
fragile child, thousands of others all over the 
world struggle against backbreaking poverty. 

Far too many little ones desperately fight to 
survive the deadly effects of drought and disease, 
civil unrest, natural disasters and the ravages of 
hunger. 

Tragically for some, help is too late. 
The damage has been done. But for others — 
many others — health and hope is just a 
Save the Children sponsor away. You can be 
that sponsor. 

Decide to help a child while they can still be 
helped. Your monthly gifts of just $20 will be 
combined with the gifts of others to benefit an 
entire community of children. Instead of direct 
hand-outs, your gifts will be used to establish 
community self-help programs, making it possi
ble for children to get the nutrition, medical care 
and education they urgently need. 

Show a child what kind of 
person you are. 

Please call or mail the coupon below 
today and say you'll be a Save the Children 
sponsor. Only 65c a day from you will lessen a 
child's suffering and open up a future of vitality 
and hope. 

Yes, I'm the kind of person who cares. 
I prefer to sponsor a boy _girl either in the area I've checked below. 
Please send my child's photo and personal history. 
D Where the need is greatest • Caribbean/Latin America 
• Middle East • Africa • Asia • United States 

Name 
Address 
City 
Phone ( ) 

I Instead of becoming a sponsor at this 
time, I am enclosing a contribution of 

State 
.Apt. 

Zip 

• My first monthly sponsorship contribution of $20 is enclosed. 
• Please charge my sponsorship contribution to my credit card 

automatically each month. 
• Mastercard • Visa • Discover • Amex 

Account * Exp. Date 
Signature 

Please send me more information. 

To help even faster, call 

1.800-366-3131 
F-staNLshed in 1912. The original child sponsorship agency. 
YOlTr. SPONSORSHIP CONTRIBl TIONS ARK U. S. INCOME 
TAX DEDUCTIBLE Vie are indeed proud of our use of funds 
Our annual report and audit statement are atailaNc upon 
request. C1996 Save the Children Federation. Inc. 

NT 2/26/6 

Save the Children. 
SO Wilton Road. Wotpott, CT (16880 
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A Question of Integrity 
Although uniform criteria for including sites in the 

National Park System have never existed, the value of 
established parks should not be second-guessed. 

BY D W I G H T F. R E T T I E 

T
o HEAR TELL OF IT, our National Park 
System includes a host of parks 
unworthy of their name. So say 
the current and past chairmen of 
the congressional House subcom

mittee responsible for park system 
oversight. So also say a former National 
Park Service (NPS) director, some NPS 
professionals, and citizen supporters. 

Subcommittee chairman James 
Hansen (R-Utah) has said, "The ques
tion is not whether to close 
some parks but how to accom
plish this goal." Ranking mi
nority member and former 
chairman Bruce Vento (D-
Minn.) has characterized park 
closure legislation as a means 
to "ensure that only outstand
ing resources are included in 
the system " Former direc
tor James Ridenour wrote a 
book around the theme that 
the National Park System has 
been "compromised" and 
drained of its financial blood 
by unworthy parks. (On the latter 
point, no concrete evidence exists to 
support his view, and three other 
former directors disagree.) 

In the early planning for my book 
on our National Park System, I thought 

D W I G H T F. RETTIE is retired 
from NPS and is the author of Our 
National Park System: Caring for 
America's Greatest Natural and 
Historic Treasures. The book is avail
able for $34 .95 in a hardback edition 
and for $2 1.95 in paperback. To order, 
call 8 0 0 - 5 4 5 - 4 7 0 3 . For a 20 percent 
discount, mention NPCA. 

about writing a chapter on "hit lists." 
I did not write the chapter after I had 
collected a composite list of more than 
1 20 parks. Such lists are wrongheaded 
and represent a serious threat to the 
long-term integrity of the National 
Park System. If longtime park profes
sionals and friends of the parks as re
spected as Rep. Bruce Vento want to 
see parks divested, imagine such a list 
when it has been influenced by the 

Wise Use Movement, property rights, 
and other anti-government groups. 

The argument is made that in re
cent times older criteria governing the 
entry of parks into the system have 
been compromised or abandoned.The 
fact is no congressionally approved cri
teria exist. Each new park has had to 
pass or fail on its own merit, as the 
consequence of a unique set of factors 
and forces surrounding a particular site 
at a specific time in history. Parks hap
pen because a constituency builds a 
level of support upon which Congress 
and the president then act. Many pro
posed parks never happen. 

But what about park units such as 
Steamtown National Historic Site in 
Pennsylvania, a former railyard, and 
the cause celebre of pork barrel parks? 
Critics say that Steamtown was "rail
roaded" through Congress as a rider 
on an appropriations bill.That legisla
tive maneuver is a well used (biparti
san) feature of the American political 
process, although, interestingly, Steam
town is the only park to have gotten 

into the system that way. In a 
historic irony, Hansen used 
that same tactic to add the 
park closure bill to pending 
budget legislation even after 
the bill had been defeated on 
the House floor. It was even
tually removed, but park ad
vocates fear that Hansen may 
resurrect it in the next session. 

The timing and circum
stances surrounding the addi
tion of a park into the Na
tional Park System are as 
much a part of the history and 

substance of that park as its physical 
resources. The last-chance opportunity 
taken in the 1960s to save the seashores 
of this nation—a success story of epic 
proportions—happened as the result 
of a bipartisan movement to save pub
lic access to rapidly developing coastal 
areas. The urban national recreation ar
eas of the 1970s grew out of a new 
sensitivity to the central cities, during 
a Republican presidency. Today those 
parks are high on Hansen's hit list. 

Today's park system is a remarkable 
reflection of the environmental diver
sity and cultural pluralism of our na
tion. It was not planned according to 

ANDREW TOOS 
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a preconceived scheme. It could not 
have been produced by even the most 
well-intentioned technicians and bu
reaucrats. But tearing it to pieces by 
second-guessing decisions made by an 
earlier Congress is to rupture the in
tegrity of our heritage. Revising his
tory is inconsistent with honoring it. 

Our park system contains sites and 
resources whose values can be framed 
as analogues to those embodied in the 
Declaration of Independence and in 
our Constitution. Words such as life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness 
are tangibly manifest in places such as 
Yellowstone, Independence Hall, and 
the Statue of Liberty. Where better to 
celebrate free speech and the right of 
assembly than at Women's Rights Na
tional Historic Site? Or the right of 
equal protection at Brown v. Board of 
Education National Historic Site? Or 
the presidency at the homes of Tru
man, Eisenhower, or Kennedy? 

Similar permanent values are found 
in wilderness and in preservation of 
the diverse life forms at hundreds of 
park units—including many in urban 
settings. Work to preserve for future 
generations the cultural artifacts of our 
forebears is not a process with an ex
piration date. Our National Park Sys
tem is a living legacy that does not 
belong to one generation. It belongs 
to the future as fully as it belongs to us 
now. If the concept of a National Park 
System to preserve values for future 
generations has any meaning at all, it 
must require a dedication to its integ
rity We cannot respect its integrity and 
tear it apart at the same time. 

But, say some, we do not intend to 
rip apart the system. All we want to do 
is eliminate the parks that got there 
because a previous Congress was inat
tentive. The list will be short—you 
know the ones—and no "real" parks 
will be harmed. Besides, if we get rid 
of some parks, more money will be 
available for those that remain. 

Neither argument stands up to re
ality. One person's "little list" added 
to others from friends and foes alike 
could easily add up to something dis

astrous. Hansen has said 150. And even 
if all parties could agree that a site 
might be administered by a state, how 
many local governments these days 
will voluntarily agree to manage a 
former unit of the park system with
out getting federal dollars to do it? 
Recently the governor of South Dakota 
offered to take over park units in his 
state provided South Dakota also got 
the money to do it. Even more re
cently, the governor of Arizona, 
emboldened by his state's operation 

1 he timing and 
circumstances sur

rounding the addition 
of a park into the 

system are as much a 
part of the history and 
substance of that park 

as its physical 
resources. 

of a small portion of Grand Canyon 
during the nearly month-long govern
ment shutdown, has proposed that 
Arizona permanently take over man
agement of Grand Canyon. The gover
nor offered no clue on how his state 
would finance Grand Canyon's S i r -
million to S15-million annual budget 
and deal with documented capital 
needs of more than $123 million. 

Or take the recent divestiture of the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Per
forming Arts, a site in Washington, 
DC, whose leaky roof for years caused 
headaches for Park Service administra
tors. NPS got rid of the leaky roof, but 
did it keep funds ordinarily slated for 
the Kennedy Center? Not one cent! 

One of the historical facts behind 
proposals to divest parks is that some 
Park Service professionals have for de

cades ridiculed and disparaged sites 
that did not fit their personal model 
of a proper park. Several directors, be
ginning with the first, Stephen Mather, 
and the second, Horace Albright, have 
sought to purge the system of then-
existing units deemed unworthy.Those 
and later efforts were responsible for 
eliminating at least 20 parks from the 
system, some of them finally dropped 
only after years of deliberate neglect. 

Objecting to a proposed addition to 
the National Park System before and 
while Congress is considering it is al
together appropriate. People can hon
estly disagree on the merits or extent 
of a proposed park. Experts often dis
agree, and conflicting opinions are 
properly brought to bear on the con
gressional process we call democracy. 
However, once Congress acts and a bill 
is signed by the president, it is the 
undebatable trust of the National Park 
Service to administer the law—fairly, 
consistently, and with due professional 
care. The position of some National 
Park Service professionals who want to 
"hit" parks is indefensible. 

Badmouthing parks has conse
quences. Even if not a single divesti
ture actually takes place, the potential 
exists for permanent damage to the 
image and self-esteem of parks and 
their staffs by telling the public the site 
is not worthy of their taxes or their 
philanthropy and by telling future staff 
it is not a place that merits the level of 
professional care afforded "real" parks. 

Our park system should be treated 
as a physical analogy to our Constitu
tion. It reflects values just as sacred to 
our national life and character. 

Supporters of the National Park Sys
tem need to find comfort in the pro
cesses by which parks are approved. 
That process surely can be improved 
to guide the future, but it is the process 
that should be changed, not the parks 
already in the system. No park closure 
commission is needed, now or ever. 
We should fight for the parks' sur
vival—all of them—with every resource 
at our command. The integrity of the 
entire park system is at risk. ^ 
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A Chapter of 
Our History 
• In festivities coinciding 
with Black History Month, 
NPCA honored Rep. John 
Lewis (D-Ga.) for his ef
forts to establish the route 
of the 1965 Selma to 
Montgomery civil rights 
march as a National His
toric Trail. Lewis, along 
with Martin Luther King, 
Jr., and others, led the 
march from Selma to 
Montgomery, Alabama, an 
event that captivated the 
nation only months before 
President Johnson signed 
the Voting Rights Act into 
law. (For more on the sta
tus of the Selma to Mont
gomery Trail, see Southeast 
Regional Report on page 
17.) 

At a media event held 
February 14 at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, where 
King and his father served 
as ministers, NPCA Presi
dent Paul C. Pritchard 
thanked Lewis for his ef
forts on behalf of the 
parks. The church is now 
part of the Martin Luther 
King, Jr., National Historic 
Site in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Lew is has also been instru 
mental in efforts to im
prove visitor facilities at 
the King site. 

Pritchard noted that 
many events and places 
that represent significant 

chapters in black history 
are preserved in the Na
tional Park System, includ
ing Brown v. Board of 
Education National His
toric Site and Booker T 
Washington National 
Monument. Thanks in part 
to the park system, black 
history may be celebrated 
as part of our shared heri
tage year-round. 

March 
for Parks 
• Celebrate Earth Day and 
National Park Week with 
NPCA's March for Parks on 
the weekend of April 19— 
22.The seventh annual 
March for Parks will in
clude more than 1,000 
marches across the nation 
and abroad. Thanks to the 
generous support of our 
corporate sponsors, every 
dollar raised stays at the 
local level to fund park 
projects. Please join us in 
thanking our 1996 March 
for Parks corporate spon
sors: 

National Sponsors: 
Clairol Herbal Essences 

Easy Spirit 
First USA 

Walking Magazine 
Promotional Sponsor: 

Benadryl 
Join us and our corpo

rate sponsors in supporting 
March for Parks, the 
nation's largest walking 

event for parks and open 
spaces. Call 1-800-NAT-
PARK, extension 225, for 
more information. 

March for Parks will 
kick off National Park 
Week, sponsored by the 
National Park Service and 
endorsed by a proclama
tion signed by President 
Clinton. National Park 
Week 1996 features the 
theme of partnerships, and 
NPCA is proud to present 
March for Parks, a promi
nent part of the week's 
events. National Park Week 
will continue with national 
and local events scheduled 
for the week of April 2 2 -
28. Contact the national 
park nearest you for infor
mation about National Park 
Week events. A list of 
events is also available on 
the NPS World Wide Web 
site: http://woodstock. 
rmro.nps.gov/index.html 

New Face in 
the Northwest 
• Please welcome Phil 
Pearl, NPCA's new Pacific 

Northwest regional direc
tor, based in Seattle, Wash
ington. Pearl most recently 
served as a project man
ager in the Seattle office of 
the Trust for Public Land, a 
nonprofit land conserva
tion organization that ac
quires open space and 
parkland for local, county, 
state, and federal agencies. 
Pearl's experience includes 
seasonal employment at 
Olympic National Park in 
Washington. 

NPCA's eight regional 
directors, including Pearl, 
work with local and re
gional groups on national 
park issues and evaluate 
legislative and administra
tive policy decisions affect
ing the parks in their re
gions. 

Cultural 
Diversity 
Brochure 
• NPCA's Cultural Diver
sity Program has produced 
National Parks Belong to Every
one, an educational bro
chure that shows how our 
nation's natural, cultural, 
and historic parks reflect 
our identity. From coast to 
coast, and from Alaska to 
Hawaii and Puerto Rico 
and beyond, national park 
units celebrate and pre
serve our nation's diverse 
history. 
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NPCA NOTESI 
With beautiful color 

photographs, the brochure 
illustrates the rich diversity 
of our National Park Sys
tem, reminding us of our 
shared heritage and our 
shared responsibility to 
preserve it. NPCA will use 
the brochure as an out
reach tool to involve indi
viduals and communities 
in the effort to preserve 
our parks and to diversify 
the parks constituency. 

For a copy of the bro
chure, write to: Iantha 
Gantt, NPCA, 1776 Massa
chusetts Ave., N.W, Wash
ington, DC 20036. 

Southwest 
Park 
Conference 

• Park advocates and 
community leaders from 
Arizona, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, and Texas are 
planning a grassroots fo
rum to be held May 17-19 
in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico. The theme of the 
conference is "Citizens 
Protecting America's Parks: 
Creating Unity in Chal
lenging Times." 

The conference will 
create opportunities for 
southwestern park activists 
to share information and 
build a regional network of 
citizens working on behalf 
of our parks. Discussion 
will focus on four themes: 
increasing technical assis
tance and support for park 
support groups, broaden
ing and diversifying the 
park constituency, 
strengthening interaction 
and information sharing 
among local park groups, 
and strengthening partner
ships between the Park 

Service and park support 
groups. 

To learn more about the 
conference, contact Andy 
Schultheiss at 1-800-NAT-
PARK, extension 221. 

Oil Change 
• NPCA congratulates the 
National Park Service for 
setting an example for 
federal agencies by being 
the first to use re-refined 
motor oil in its vehicles. 
Used motor oil will be 
collected from and reused 
in the NPS fleet in the 
Washington, D C , area. 
The Park Service estimates 
that it will use 6,000 
quarts of recycled oil an
nually. "The best place for 
motor oil is in cars," said 
NPS Director Roger 
Kennedy. "Recycling used 
oil eliminates costly dis
posal, is cheaper than buy
ing new oil, and is a fine 
example of commonsense 
conservation." 

The Park Service's recy
cling effort complies with 
President Clinton's Execu
tive Order on Federal Ac
quisition, Recycling, and 
Waste Prevention, and was 
inspired by Vice President 
Gore's National Perfor
mance Review, better 
known as the reinventing 
government initiative. 

"We are proud that the 
National Park Service, an 
agency charged with pre
serving and protecting our 
nation's resources, is tak
ing the first delivery of re-
refined oil under the 
president's executive or
der," Kennedy said. 

NPCA Honors 
• Congratulations to 
Lowell Thomas, Jr., NPCA's 

Lowell Thomas, Jr. 

William Penn Mott, Jr., 
Conservationist of the Year. 
Thomas, a veteran glacier 
pilot and former lieutenant 
governor of Alaska, will be 
honored at NPCA's annual 
dinner on March 6 in 
Washington, DC. The 
award recognizes Thomas' 
lifelong commitment to 
parks and the environ
ment, including his efforts 
to protect Alaska's wolves 
and his leadership in estab
lishing Chugach State Park. 
The William Penn Mott, Jr., 
Conservationist of the Year 
Award is presented annu
ally to a public official 
who has demonstrated an 
outstanding commitment 
to the protection of 
America's natural and cul
tural heritage. 

In honor ofThomas' 
accomplishments, the 
1996 annual dinner will 
celebrate the national parks 
in Alaska, which encom
pass more than 51 million 
acres—more than half the 
acreage in our National 
Park System. Other events 
coinciding with the annual 
dinner include meetings of 
NPCA's Board of Trustees 
and National Council. On 
March 7, board and coun
cil members will meet 
with members of Congress 
to discuss legislative issues 
affecting our national 
parks. 

NPCA 
Park Guides 
• NPCA invites its mem
bers to explore the na
tional parks with NPCA's 
new regional guidebooks 
at their side. The series 
consists of eight regional 
guides: Alaska, Heartland, 
Northeast, Pacific, Pacific 
Northwest, Rocky Moun
tain, Southeast, and South
west. Each guide includes 
information about dozens 
of national parks in the 
region, and, more impor
tant, advises you on how 
best to enjoy our parks 
while leaving them unim
paired for the enjoyment 
of future visitors. NPCA's 
regional national park 
guides feature photo
graphs, maps, and infor
mation on endangered 
species, natural history, 
camping, lodging, tours, 
and more. 

You may order one or 
more regional guides for 
$8.95 each, including 
shipping, by calling 1 -
900-225-PARK.The charge 
will appear on your tele
phone bill. For more infor
mation about the guides, 
turn to page 63. 

Annual Report 
• NPCA has released its 
1995 Annual Report, 
which details the asso
ciation's determination to 
rise to the challenge pre
sented by an unprece
dented wave of anti-park 
legislation. "The 104th 
Congress does not view 
our national parks as sacro
sanct," NPCA President 
Paul C. Pritchard and 
Chairman Virgil G. Rose 
noted in their annual letter 
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to members. NPCA has 
responded to the challenge 
with efforts to engage and 
educate Congress on the 
priority Americans place 
on their national parks. A 
recent NPCA survey shows 
that 90 percent of Ameri
cans expect that national 
parks will remain pro
tected in the future. In 
these difficult times, NPCA 
has redoubled its educa
tional outreach and its 
efforts to involve citizens 
and develop grassroots 
partnerships to defend the 
parks in time of need. 

According to audited 
financial statements for the 
fiscal year, 76.3 percent of 
NPCA's budget goes to 
programs. To learn more 
about NPCA's accomplish
ments in 1995, write for a 
free copy of the Annual 
Report: NPCA, Dept. AR, 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. 

NPCA Online 
• NPCA has launched a 
site dedicated to the na
tional parks on America 
Online (AOL).The 
America's National Parks 
site, which can be accessed 
by using the keyword 
"PARKS," provides: 

• late-breaking park 
news, 

• easy access to national 
park information, 

• places to discuss na
tional park issues, includ
ing an AOL forum and easy 
connection to the Inter
net's national parks 
newsgroup, 

• NPCA membership 
services, including change 

of address, gift member
ships, help with subscrip
tion problems, and so on, 

• NPCA fact sheets and 
testimony regarding im
portant national park is
sues, and 

• direct connection to 
NPCA's site on the World 
Wide Web. 

America Online makes 
it easy for users to access 
the World Wide Web. 
Through the America's 
National Parks site, users 
will have immediate access 
to NPCA's web site, which 
provides the latest infor
mation about the parks and 
links to National Park Ser
vice information about the 
parks and other locations 
providing detailed infor
mation on individual 
parks. 

NPCA members who 
subscribe to AOL can use 

the America's National 
Parks site to access infor
mation about national 
parks and NPCA. Traffic at 
the site will also enhance 
NPCA's educational efforts. 
NPCA has AOL starter kits 
available at no charge. The 
kit provides the software 
needed to access AOL and 
includes ten free hours to 
explore the service. To 
receive a kit, call 1-800-
NAT-PARK. For more infor
mation about NPCA's AOL 
or web sites, send e-mail 
to one of the addresses 
below or call us at 202-
223-6722. 

e-mail: 
natparks@aol.com 

npca@npca.org 

World Wide Web site: 
http://www.npca.org/npca/ 
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Trustees for the Parks 
TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS are dedicated members of NPCA who, by their annual general contribution of $1.000 or more, continue to ensure the 
thoughtful stewardship of our National Park System. We gratefully acknowledge these individuals and their recent support of NPCA's park protection programs. 
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Spring Catalog Guide 
Send for your FREE catalogs through reader service at pages 24 & 41! 

BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES & 
OUTDOOR ACCESSORIES 
(\ 'inprchensivc catalog and discount price list on com
plete line of visual optic equipment and outdoor acces
sories Guide on how to select the right equipment 
Complete information & specifications on all major 
brands Information (800) 289-1132. FREE. 

• Circle number 17 on the Reader Service Card 

Specialists in National Park Guidebooks 

The Adventurous Traveler Bookstore's 32-page 

catalog lists thousands of books and maps for hik

ing, biking, diving, skiing, kayaking, climbing, 

and outdoor travel throughout the USA and 

around the world. Our travel specialists can rec

ommend books for any adventure. See us on the 

Internet at hup://www.gorp.com/atbook.htm or 

call 1-800-282-3963 for your free catalog. 

A Circle number 20 on the Reader Service Card 

J\fartj Orris Mrinaw 

FREE CATALOG—Mary Orvis Marbury for the sophis

ticated woman who lives the elegant country 

lifestyle. Beautiful clothes that speak of English 

country lanes from the venerable Orvis company 

of Manchester, Vermont. 

For your free catalog call 

1-800-333-1550 

KeyCode#AA851 

The Orvis Company, Inc. 

Manchester, VT0S254 

Quality Outdoor Gear and Clothing Since 1938 

Gear up for hiking, climbing, camping, and more 

with a FREE REI CATALOG. You'll find competetive 

prices on the gear and clothing you need plus 

friendly, knowledgeable service. Satisfaction guar

anteed. Call 1-800-426-4840, ext. N6027 or 

write: REI. Dept. N6027, Sumner, WA 98352-

0001. 

A Circle number 16 on the Reader Service Card 

FREE CAMPMOR CATALOG—Packed with every

thing you need for all your outdoor adventures. 

Highest quality name brands at the lowest prices. 

Equipment for backpacking, camping, climbing, 

kayaking, and canoeing. Plus rugged clothing and 

ftxttwear for men, women, and children! Call 1 -

800-CAMPMOR or write to Campmor, PO. Box 

700-94P. Paramus, NJ 07458-0700. 

Circle number 18 on the Reader Service Card 

Gifts from 
ALASKA! 
If you are fascinated by the 
beauty of the great land 
you'll want our catalog. 

Galligaskins is located 
in Juneau and offers 
contemporary, custom 
designed sweatshirts. 
T-shirts and clothing 
with an Alaskan flavor 
for adults and children. 
Also featured are distinctive 
Alaskan gifts, collectibles, 
jewelry and gourmet treats 

Free Catalog 
1-800-586-5861 ext 10 

219S Fmnkliicjuneau AK998UI* 

Tough Traveler 
Tough Traveler »—KidSYSTEMS™ 

From Mountain Hikes to Daily Life, Our Child 

Carriers are Comfortable! Available in Outdoor 

Specialty Stores, High-Quality Baby Stores, & Mail 

Order. 

1-800-Go Tough 

A Circle number 1 5 on the Reader Service Card 

SAVE 35-70% 
StERRA 

TKADIN(j POST 

Save 35-70% off name-brand outdoor clothing 

and equipment—Every Day! Save on names like 

Duofold, Kelty, Lowe, Raichle, Sierra Designs, 

Asolo, Merrell, New Balance, Columbia, Sportif 

USA, and many more... Satisfaction is always guar

anteed! Call (307) 775-8000, fax (307) 775-

8088. 5025 Campstool Rd., Dept. NP 0396, 

Cheyenne, WY 82007. FREE CATALOG. 

A Circle number 19 on the Reader Service Card 

Circle number 22 on the Reader Service Card Circle number 21 on the Reader Service Card 
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Adventurous 
Traveler 
Bookstore 

Save up to 80% on publishers' overstocks, im

ports, reprints—America's biggest selection of 

bargain btxtks. Choose from yesterday's best sell

ers to rare, unusual, fascinating titles—quality 

hardcovers, starting at $3.95. Over 60 subjects: 

Nature, Travel. Wildlife. Biography. History, Fic

tion, the Arts, and more. Free catalog from 

Hamilton, 5109 Oak, Falls Village, CT 06031. 

http://www.gorp.com/atbook.htm


EcoOpportunities 

BOOKS 

Trails/America: Spring 1996 Travel Book Update 

100 best new regional travel & outdoor sports 

books. lrii< nib's new guides to accommodations, 

restaurants. Free catalogue. 1-800-791-1127 

Trails/America 

2117 L St N W , Suite 127, Washington DC 20037 

A Circle number 38 on the Reader Service Card 

CAREERS 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only S19 50 Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
\^ Dept NP, Ri 2 Box 16. Warrens. Wl 54666 _^d 

A Circle number 48 on the Reader Service Card 

NATIONAL PARK JOBS 
Positions ,nc nou available at National Parks, Forests, snd 
Wildlife Preserves Forestry workers. P.irk Rangers, firefighters, 
concessionaires. * volunteer and government positions avail
able Excellent henehtsand bonuses! I or more Information, 
call Outside locus 

(206)971-3622 Ext. N90331 

W O R K A X H O M E 
Assemb l ing S imple Craft 

Products ! Excellent Extra INCOME! 
Guaranteed! Cal l Now Toll Free: 

1 - 8 0 0 - 3 7 7 - 6 0 0 0 

PRODUCTS-GEAR 

Intr iguing and U n i q u e Stat ionery 
You'll rcalK love our envelopes and atatfoocry made from 
government nuplua topographic maps, (Even non-map foven 
are intrigued by QUI "Cicolorx-s"'".! A truly inspired rt-evdint! 
idea! "( rcolopcs"1 M come in various sizes and meet U.S.I' S 
requirements. We piajuntcc your correspondents will open the 
m.ul when they see tins unique, fascinating item. Very 
affordable. Free samples. New England Cartographies, P.O. 
Box 9369-N, North Amherst, MA01059, i-UU 549 4124. 

Circle number 46 on the Reader Service Card 

THE EARTH IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE! 
• Energy saving lighting • Water conservation devices • Water 
filters • Electrostatic air filters • Composters & food waste 
recyclers * Household cleaners • Air fresheners and more • 

ENERGY 
FFIC1ENT 
N V I R O N M E N T S . I N C . 

Free catalog 1-80O-3ENERGY 

• Circle number 36 on the Reader Service Card 

. , ^Ogf - — N 0 CHEMICALS - 8 ? - s ^ „ 

{Cit?ondU\ s - - - 0 0 
GENRE GlYCIUNE SOAf NAIUtAl lEflUINI 
BAR |4 .00 ppd ,OK MallorcUr/WhoWialt 
TRT.Z BROCHURE ̂ CJp, Ch.ck, Vlia/HMtar 

1
 (K7BBB County Rat. »6, Maple PUin, MN 55359 
W (B12) 479-3381 or (800) 328-4827 Eat. 21S3 * 

• Circle number 41 on the Reader Service Card 

H It you or. .cologicolly minded with the heart of ,e^eew"d\ U 
I I an .ntr.pr.n«ur. C.ll TecH offer, you th. f^f V%\ I 
9 opportunity ,o worC with others and th. potential I I ( ~\ \ l \ Jj 

lo earn a solid income at the tome time. \ 4 ^ *wey—~£~ j ,! 

H Fo, more information and/or tape, just call: - -WirtCr/ -3 
j j 1-800927.2527 extension 2190 „^T^L- jj 

t 4 4 » 4 « » » a 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Circle number 49 on die Reader Service Card 

VISIT THE NATIONAL PARKS 
THROUGH VIRTUAL VIDEOS 

Take in natural wonders in 

« Virtual Reality » 
on your TV without attachments 

• Like being in Yellowstone, Bryce, Zion, etc. 
• Viewing glasses included with each video 
• Natural beauty, sound, music, narrative 

COMPATIBLE 3-D VIDEOS NOW AVAILABLE: 
#101: "The Grand Canyon in Depth." 

"The Sculptures of Bryce Canyon," and 
"Zion Video Venture." 

#102: "The Treasures of Yellowstone in 3-D" 
#103: "Mesa Verde Cliff Dwellings in 3-D," 

"Mt. Rushmore and the Devil's Tower in 3-D" 
#104: "Arches National Park in 3-D," and 

"The Island in the Sky" 
Any ONE cassette with two pairs of viewers: 

$24.95 + $3.00 S & H-
Super Deal.': Get all nine attractions on 

FOUR cassettes with eight pairs of viewers: 
$74.95 plus $7.50 S & H* 

VISA MC: I-800-VIDEO-3-D (843-3633) 

MAIL ORDERS. 

Virtual Videos*. 3909 Orange Lake Drive 
Orlando, FL 32817-1637 

Free Brochure! 
(Dealer Inquiries Invited) 

•Honda residents add 6°. tax 

Circle number 24 on the Reader Service Card 

MATCH POINT 
When putting out a 

campfire, drown the fire, 
stir it, and drown it again. 

REMEMBER, ONLY YOU CAN 
PREVENT FOREST FIRES. 

RESORTS 

THE NATURAL CIIOICF:. 

• Full-service restaurants & lounge 

' Complete health club with saunas &' whirlpools 
1 Indoor S.' Outdoor Pools 

' Located |ust two miles irom the south entrance 
to Yosemite and one hour north ol Fresno on 
Highway 4] 

• Excitingyear-round activities Irom daily park 
tours to hiking and horseback riding 

Call tvthy an/1 ii.<k iifaut t<ur 
thUUudraltJ in) feint fatkajtt. 

AWARD WINNING 

Circle number 23 on the Reader Service Card 

& GLACIERS! 
Explore the wonders of America's 

largest National Park Irom the comfort 
of our first-class contemporary lodge. 

KENNIC0TT 
GLACIER LODGE 

1 - 8 0 0 - 5 8 2 - 5 1 2 8 
Box I03M0-NP. Anchorage. AK 99510 

Circle number 28 on the Reader Service Card 

TOURS-TRAVEL 

[Southwest Ed-Ventures 
Chaco Canyon. Mesa Verde. Canyon 
De Chelley. Lake Powell and more 
Archaeology. Geology. Wilderness. 
Environmental and Cultural Studies 
River Trips, Backpacking, Van Tours, and 
Basecamp Hiking - A days to 2 weeks 

Four Corners School of Outdoor Education 
800-525-1456 FREE CATALOG 801-587-2156 
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EcoOpportunities 

WnoiRNhSS TOURS 

s«a«j>a*i>i , 
YELLOWSTONE 
AND SOUTHWEST MONTANA 

Naturalist guided l-7dayt<ur.-MildliTe 
i B : I i I t B ^ f J i y j ; l t c ] ph«*«|5raphy. history, ghost towns & 

Box 963. Livingston, 
Montana 59047 

more. Small groups, all ages & abilities. 
Call for a hnn-hure' 

A Circle number 45 on the Reader Service Card 

DENALI 
NATIONAL PARK 

WILDERNESS CENTERS 
Small. Mt. McKlnley-Vlew 
Vbcation Lodges In the 

Remote Heart of the Park 
Wildlife. Natural History. 

Guided Backcountry Hiking. 
Northern Studies Courses 

9 0 7 - 6 8 3 - 2 2 9 0 
DENALI NATL PARK. AK 99755 

• Circle number 3 1 on the Reader Service Card 

In Alaska, don't miss 
Kriiiii Fjords .National I'ark! 

'Kauri I jonis mis the highlight oj nn tn/> to Alaska.'' 
—\ Gnhun M 

A spciuicular da; cruise through glacially carved 
fjords. See abundant wildlife, thousands ol colorful 

scabirds. New custom vessels and over 20 years 
experience sharing the excitement of Kenai Fjords 

National Park. Come join us! 
V all lor free inlormation. reservations 

1-800-478-8068 
K E N A I F J O R D S 

T O U R S 

I 'd Pun 1889 x r Sntant Vk 99664 
lav nor' 224-8934 

Circle number 30 on the Reader Service Card 

Rico Tours " 
Simply Costa Rica 

(800) 280-7426 
Adventure Travel 
Horse Trekking 
Sailing Safaris 
Nature Tours 
Volcano Tours 

Diving Explorations 
Photo Safaris 
Beach Vacations 
National Park Tours 
White Water Rafting 
Customized Itineraries 

an Anderson Mill Trawl, Inc Company 

PUT SOME MAGIC I N VOUR LIFE! RAFT IDAHO'S MIDDLE 
FORK SALMON, SNAKE I N HELLS CANYON OR THEUPPER 
AMAZON I N CQUADOR. H I K E THE ROCKIES, TREK NEPAL 

OR BARGE THE CANALS OF FRANCE. BM 

Circle number 44 on the Reader Service Card 

Classic River Adventures 

IDAHO 
OREGON 

CALIFORNIA 
1 to 11 day River Trips 

Call for free catalog and friendly advice 

800-652-ECHO 

ECHO: THE WILDERNESS COMPANY 
6529P Telegraph Ave Oakland. CA 94609 

Fax 510-652-3987 e-mail: echo@echotnps.com 
http:llwwwechotrips.com 

A Circle number 34 on the Reader Service Card 

WORK W.TH W T « T ! T W 
Sva hjxtle pntvWTJin fording 
field guide and handing piogr. 
cTxiangiTt'd crocodile census, 
men'. low cost hands-onconservation 
trips. Nonpiofit org. Free Catalog. ^ B 

ONE WORLD WORKFORCE «RT 4 Box 963A 
FLAGSTAFF. AZ 86001 • 520-779-3639^ 

• Circle number 37 on the Reader Service Card 

Discover Pacific Northwest Cruising 
San Juan Is lands 1 W e e k - 2 W e e k s 
British C o l u m b i a 4 Cabins /8 G u e s t s 

Departs Seatt le 
Wildlife, hiking, picnics, photography, historical sites, 
4-star meals, informal, casual, warm environment. 

For Brochure: 
Catalyst Cruises • s i s South 143rd st . 
1 -8M-670-7678. » 4112 • Tacoma, W A 98444 

A Circle number 33 on the Reader Service Card 

/Lfdvlt+fasU 
ALASKA 

truly unique 
7-17 day 

small group 

•RiwAdnnlure . •ScK.vdong JOUmeyS 
" Sighuccing Tour. • Combination Trip, 

• Dog SeoViing Trip. • CuMom Av Tout. 

n-™o.».m... (800)365-7057 :v>v4w o . iu.r.«y.. AK WVP 

A Circle number 42 on the Reader Service Card 

kayak the virgin islands 
, < : > • . Come paddle the crystal clear water ot the 

* 2 i S Q \ » Caribbean. Explore vibrant coral reels, bird watch, 
LASS 9 gnioy delicious meals, and sleep beneath the stars. 

5 and 7 day expeditions ottered year round. 
Call 1-800-238-8687 or 809-693-8312 

Arawak Expeditions, PO Box 853. St John USVI00831 
i-- . . i IM...IPII i • , - " niiiiiamaw^ma 

A Circle number 40 on the Reader Service Card 

ACTIVE WALKING 
HOLIDAYS 

In areas of natural beauty 
Wwkmcis i WesHonys: Mdmsl & B»yorei 
Slay m B&8N Inns, Lodges S Smal Holds 
H*, sorm d Itw most acme Irak on Earth 

930 Washington SI.#1-Earth 
Evanslon IL 60202-2272 

847-868-5745 

Circle number 3 5 on the Reader Service Card 

JrVtrxl'iMcHillcll 
• B * *#» ' 

Explore Canada's most spectacular and remote 
national parks, rivers and coastlines. Wilderness & 
natural history adventures for all ages since 1972. 

CANADIAN RIVER EXPEDITIONS 
Suite #207,9571 Emerald Drive, Whistler 
B.C., Canada VON 1B9 

1-800-898-7238 .604) 938-6651 

Now Playing Worldwide 

Whether it's biking, walking or cross-country skiing, 
Backroads offers the most distinctive array of active 
vacations to more than 75 destinations worldwide. 

Inn & camping trips for ail abilities since 1979-

For a free catalog, call: I -800-GO-ACTIVE 
(510)527-1555 • Fax (510) 527-1444 

BACKROADS. 
The world's 01 active travel company 

A Circle number 27 on the Reader Service Card 

Natural History Safaris ,yUi i , 
• Denall National Park . 1 1 

• Kenai Fiords I Glaciers S^tL 

• Wrangell-St. Ellas Natl Park W " *A*BM^A 
U. IM \W waM 

• Kenai National Wildlife Refuge ^k*H V 
• Backcountry Lodges xm^LT* 
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EcoOpportunities 
SWISS ALPS 

Modern* DAY rtikinf tours. 2 or 4 »eeks Ride up Iboue tree 
line and hike down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one 
week at 10 charming mountain milages in 3 or 4 star hotels 
Write lor Iree brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS / m 

7831 Cl,lls.de Or SWISSair irfr 
kkion OH 44313 jWiaauiigV 

Circle number 39 on the Reader Service Card 

*fc|hlllllhlUll—lTo«l-
An eiraerience ol a lifetime in pristine Katmai National 1 

Park and the Kodiak National Wild hie Retuge. 1-6 people \ 
per trip. Assured bear viewing, abundant wildlrte. marine life \ 

1 and a variety ol birdrcputstanding photo 
opportunities. 

For more information, 
800-762-5634 (USA) 

907486-2628 • Failine 907-486-5666 • P.O. Box 8630• Kodiak. AK 99615 

Circle number 29 on the Reader Service Card 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

N a t u r e , H i k i n g & t h e O u t d o o r s 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track; Australia's Outback, 
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION C O 
_ Box 3042-P, Santa Barbara. CA 93130 

yt&J (HOS) 687-7282 

Grand Canyon 
Historic Train Adventure! 

Travel in grand style aboard a vintage train 

from Williams, Ariz., to the Grand Canyon. 

Ask about value packages that include the 

new Fray Marcos Hotel next to the historic 

Williams Depot. One features a night at Grand 

Canyon and a guided canyon rim tour! 

1-800-THE TRAIN or call your travel agent. 

G R A N D CANYON RAILWAY 

1 >„... . , , [he 
Okcfrnokcc Swamp. Paddle 
•he Everglade,. Kavak coastal 

m r o 'tt£±&L* 
of Central America 

WILDERNESS SOUTHEAST , JJJJJJ2"',". . '^."'i '. 'm.i 
711 SANDTOWN8D cultui il hhlorv ind ecology 

SAVANNAH. GA 31410 f o r o i j o , 
(912)897-5106 * ' 

Circle number 43 on the Redder Service Card 

Un PART OF THE DISCOVERY... 

EXPLORE NATIVE AMERICAN CULTURES 

CROW CANYON ARCH. CENTER, DEFT. N 
23390 COUNTY ROAD K . CORTEZ, CO 81321 
TEE. 800-422-8975 
LOOK FOR US ON INTERNET WWW.SWCOIO.ORO 

CROW CANYON ARCHAEOLOGICAL CENTER 

Circle number 26 on the Reader Service Card 

Archaeology Tours—Yampa River, Dinosaur Nat'l Monu
ment, Utah/Colorado—white water, archaeology, spectacu
lar scenery. Rock Art—tour fascinating New Mexico, Ari
zona, and Utah sites including Bandelier Nat'l Monument, 
Canyon de Chelly, and more! First class. Expert guides. 

The Hichoeoloolcol Conseiuoncu 
W.5307 Central NE. # 1218 Albuquerque. 

N NM 87IC8 (505) 266-1540 

Circle number 47 on the Reader Service Card 

• Circle number 25 on the Reader Service Card 

BROWN BEAR 
Photography Excursions 

K A T M A I N A T I O N A L PARK 
1-800-532-8338 

DOCKS I D E T O U R S 
PO Box 1503 • Homer, AK 99603 

"Call U» For Discount Airfare to Alaska" 

GET YOUR 1996 
MARCH FOR PARKS 

GEAR! 

TURN TO PACE 14. 

Reserve space 
for your EcoOpportunities 

advertisement 
Call (202) 223-6722, extension 141 

C O M I N G UP 

Condors Released at 
Grand Canyon 

Managing NPS 
Museum Collections 

Brown Bears at 
Katmai 

National Park, Alaska 

Exploring Sand Dunes 

National 
parks 

Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
with the names we make 
available, let us know and we will 
remove your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send it 
to us at the address below. 

(Place label here) 

Membership Department 
NPCA 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 61 

EXCAVATE 

13TH CENTURY 

ANASAZI SITES 

HIKE & RAFT 

TO REMOTE 

RUINS AND 

ROCK ART SITES 

http://www.swcoio.oro


Temple of Stone 
Sandstone walls, petroglyphs, and awe-inspiring landforms 

distinguish this national park. 

Y O U A R E H E R E 

T
HE POWERFUL forces of wind, water, and volcanic fire have shaped the land
scape of this national park. River-carved walls stretch 2,000 feet high, and 
landforms have names that include the words temple, altar, and angels. The 
park, originally Mukuntuweap National Monument, eventually took its name 
from the canyon that passes through it.The rocks and landforms mostly are 

made up of porous Navajo Sandstone, which allows water to accumulate and 
form springs and seeps. Have you visited this park? Which national park is it? 
[ A N S W E R ON PAGE 9.] 
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The Most Comprehensive, Up-To-Date 
National Park Guides Available. 

Get All The Information You Need To Plan Your Trip! 

REGIONS, HIGHLIGHTED PARKS, 
AND THE STATES COVERED 

ALASKA (to order press 1) 
Denali and 22 additional parks 
Alaska 

HEARTLAND (to order press 2) 
Badlands and 43 additional parks 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 
Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South 
Dakota, Wisconsin 

NORTHEAST (to order press 3) 
Acadia and 100 additional parks 
Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts. New 
Hampshire. New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, Virginia, West Virginia 

PACIFIC (to order press 4) 
Yosemite and 30 additional parks 
California, Hawaii, Guam. American 
Samoa 

PACIFIC 

NORTHWEST (to order press 5) 
Glacier and 23 additional parks 
Idaho, Montana, Oregon, Washington 

ROCKY 

MOUNTAIN (to order press 6) 
Yellowstone and 29 additional parks 
Colorado, Nevada, Utah, Wyoming 

SOUTHEAST (to order press 7) 
Great Smoky Mountains and 
65 additional parks 
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Virgin Islands 

SOUTHWEST (to order press 8) 
Grand Canyon and 45 additional parks 
Arizona, New Mexico, Oklahoma, 
Texas 

These guides will provide you with valuable 
information for planning your trip. Your 

purchase of the National Parks and Conservation 
Association's new Regional National Park Guides 
will show your support and allow us to continue 

our park protection programs. 

Each guide includes information on: 
• natural history 
• maps 
• helpful tips 
• camping 
• lodging 
• tours 
• endangered species 
• and much more 

Three Convenient Ways to Order: 

1 -900-225-PARK 
1 - 9 0 0 - 2 2 5 - 7 2 7 5 

Your $8.95 contribution, which includes the cost of the 
call and the guide, will be added to your telephone bill. 

*You must be over 18 and have a touch-tone phone to order. 

1-800-395-PARK 
1 - 0 0 0 - 3 9 5 - 7 2 7 5 

Order one or more for your contribution of $8.95 each or all 
eight for $65.00. Please add $2.85, per order for handling. 

*For credit card orders only. 

BY MAIL 
Please list which guide(s) you would like to order. Order 

one or more for your contribution of $8.95 each or all eight 
for $65.00. Please add $2.85, per order for handling. 

Make your check payable to National Parks and 
Conservation Association and mail to: 

National Parks and Conservation Association 
Department NPG 

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W, 
Washington, DC 20036-1904 

Your contribution, in excess of $5.95 retail value for each guide, 
is tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. 



Would You Travel By Train Through 
The Canadian Rockies... 

Travel with another tour operator, and you may do just that. 
But when you ride the "Rocky Mountaineer" 

on Collette's "Canadian Rockies Train Tour," 
you'll see every peak and valley as clear as day. 
Experience the incomparable beauty of British 
Columbia and Alberta from the snow-covered 
Monashee Mountains to the cascading Bow Falls. 

\1 ciion.oac.il by the light of the day on our 
"Canadian Rockies Panorama" tour and enjoy such 
spectacular scenery as Peyto Lake and Maligne 
Canyon. 

Choose our "Canadian Rockies" tour and expe
rience the unsurpassed natural wonders in five 
national parks. We'll even take you past the 

Icefields Parkway twice, so you can view its scenic 
wonders from both the north and the south side. 

Explore the rustic charm of the land on the 
"Canadian Rockies Loop" tour with the only 
company that combines the magnificent Icefields 
Parkway and the incredible Northern Cascades 
Highway. Tour the old western town of Winthrop 
in Washington state and the quaint towns of 
Jasper and Banff, Alberta. 

For an unforgettable Canadian Rockies expe
rience, choose Collette Tours. Choosing someone 
else, may leave you in the dark. 

» * • ! 

sag 

Rocky Mountaineer Train • 

^ i t E T T E TOU^ 

At Night ? 

For more information and free brochures, call 

Collette Tours at 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 8 - 8 9 8 6 . 

Call your local travel agent for reservations. 

• -
Banff Springs 
Hotel, Banff 

http://ciion.oac.il

