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OUTLOOK

Slaughter inthe Sanctuary

More than 800 Yellowstone buffalo have been killed
so far. When will the killing end?

HE BUFFALO is one of

the living symbols

of America. As I

write this column,

however, dozens of
American buffalo are
being killed each day in
Yellowstone  National
Park—a place specifically
set aside to protect them
and other wildlife. This
outrage is being perpe-
trated by representatives of the US.
government and the state of Montana
who are sacrificing buffalo to “protect”
subsidized cattle grazing on public
land.

Millions of buffalo once dominated
the Western plains, but by the turn of
the century human blindness and greed
had reduced them to an isolated rem-
nant. As the buffalo teetered close to
extinction, Americans stood up, took
action, and demanded an end to the
killing. Because of them, the buffalo
was saved from destruction.

While we may have saved the buffa-
lo from extinction, we can never fully
restore its true nature—the freedom to
roam as instinct and environment dic-
tate. Today, most buffalo are held on
ranches or in zoos.

It is only in Yellowstone National
Park that a vestige of those vast herds
still roams free.

Some of the herd is infected with a dis-
ease called brucellosis. In domestic cattle,
the disease causes cows to abort, and the
Department of Agriculture has made
eradication of brucellosis a top priority.
Montana is classified by the Agriculture
Department as brucellosis-free and has
argued that in order to retain this status it
must kill any buffalo that cross into the
state in search of winter forage. The

Agriculture Department,
through an agency called
the Animal and Plant Health

Inspection Service (APHIS),
g has abetted the killing by
§ insisting on a “zero toler-
é ance” policy for brucellosis.
£ The agency takes this posi-
& tion despite the fact that
§ there is no evidence that
“ brucellosis has ever been
transmitted from buffalo to cattle in the
wild. This collision of intransigent bur-
eaucracies has had deadly consequences.

Yellowstone is in the middle of an
unusually harsh winter, and buffalo are
moving out of the park in record num-
bers. They are also being killed in
record numbers—more than 800 so
far (the herd size is estimated to be
3,400).The buffalo cannot survive this
killing rate for long,

It is my fervent hope that by the time
you read this, NPCA’s efforts in Wash-
ington, and public outrage across the
country, will have forced an end to the
slaughter. Even if an emergency com-
promise is reached, however, we will
face this problem again and again until
a long-term solution is found.

The president and the Montana gov-
ernor must hear from you. Solutions
exist that can protect everyone’s inter-
ests. Tell the president and the governor
to end the killing fields of Yellowstone.
Write to: President Clinton, 1600
Pennsylvania Ave., Washington, DC
20500 and Govenor Marc Racicot,
Capitol Building, Helena, MT 59620.
(See story, page 12.)

2l

Paul C. Pritchard
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ABOUT NPCA

WHO WE ARE: Established in 1919, the National
Parks and Conservation Association is America’s only
private, nonprofit citizen organization dedicated solely
to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the US.
National Park System.

WHAT WE DO: NPCA protects national parks by
identifying problems and generating support neces-
sary to resolve them. Through its efforts, NPCA has
developed a base of grassroots support that has
increased effectiveness at local and national levels.
WHAT WE STAND FOR: NPCA's mis-
sion is to protect and improve the
quality of our National Park System
and to promote an understanding
of, appreciation for; and sense of
personal commitment to parklands.
HOW TO JOIN: NPCA depends
almost entirely on contributions from
our members for the resources essential for an
effective program.You can become a member by call-
ing our Member Services Department. The bimonth-
ly National Parks magazine is among the benefits you
will receive. Of the $25 membership dues, $3 covers
a one-year subscription to the magazine.
EDITORIAL MISSION: The magazine is the only
national publication focusing solely on national parks.
The most important communication vehicle with our
members, the magazine creates an awareness of the
need to protect and properly manage the resources
found within and adjacent to the national parks. The
magazine underscores the uniqueness of the national
parks and encourages an appreciation for the scenery

and the natural and historic treasures found in them,
informing and inspiring individuals who have concemns
about the parks and want to know how they can help
bring about improvements to these irreplaceable
resources.
MAKE A DIFFERENCE: A critical component in
NPCA's park protection programs are members
who take the lead in defense of America’s natural and
cultural heritage. Park activists alert Congress and the
administration to park threats; comment on park
planning and adjacent land-use decisions;
assist NPCA in developing partner-
ships; and educate the public and the
media about park issues. The Park
Activist Network is composed of
three groups: Park Watchers, park
activists, and park support groups. For
more information on the activist net-
work, contact our Grassroots Department,
extension 22 |. NPCA's success also depends on the
financial support of our members. For more informa-
tion on special giving opportunities, such as Partners
for the Parks (a monthly giving program), Trustees for
the Parks ($1,000 and above), bequests, planned gifts,
and matching gifts, call our Development Depart-
ment, extension |46.
HOW TO REACH US: By mail: National Parks and
Conservation Association, 1776 Massachusetts
Avenue, N.W, Washington, DC 20036; by phone:
(800) NAT-PARK; by e-mail: natparks@aol.com or
npca@npca.org on America Online: keyword PARKS;
and http//wwwinpca.org/ on the World Wide Web.

VICKI PARIS

‘ EDITOR'S NOTE

Wbird Blues

HE VILLAIN (Or one

of them, at least)

of this month’s
cover story is cow-
birds. Judith Martin
(aka Miss Manners)
would have a field
day with these boor-
ish avian freeload-
ers. Slouching around woodlots all day
when they might be out building nests,
these ne’er-do-wells thoughtlessly drop
their eggs off at the humble dwellings
of harried, overburdened songbirds,
stretching these poor working parents
beyond their meager limits.

Stll, if cowbirds weren't so perni-
cious, you'd admire their pluck. Who
hasn’t dreamed—at least at the id level,
let’s be honest now—of something for
nothing, a way to beat the system? Of
course, we humans have evolved high-
er motives—and a good thing, too: The
conservation movement, the national
parks themselves, wouldn't exist with-
out them. We've superseded the law of
the jungle with a code that shields the
vulnerable, that safeguards the long
term and the greater good from the
perils of reckless impulse.

Well, that’s the idea, anyway. NPCA
would be a superfluous gadfly if our
system of governance had actually
arrived at that state of grace. But alas,
human beings are an enterprising lot,
and opportunity a powerful siren. And
the interests of a minority are often at
odds with the protection of our nation-
al parks: From gigantic landfills to in-
ternational airports to personal water-
craft, the ensuing pages document
threats from many quarters.

Cowbirds, crafty as they are, haven’t
yet developed a conscience. But we
humans have—and we are thus bound
to heed it.

Leslie Happ, Editor-in-Chief
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Alien Invaders, Free Market,
Extinction Distinction

Alien Invaders
The article “Alien Invasion” [Novem-
ber/December] failed to justify to me
the millions of dollars being spent on
fighting non-native species. Is the best
use of limited environmental funds the
killing of non-native trout? Is this
going to help threatened and endan-
gered species more than other alterna-
tives (land acquisition, lobbying, etc.)?
Money should be used for long-term
protection. Buying an ancient grove
and preserving it is going to help all
life in the grove, indefinitely.

Ecosystems are complex wonders;
they are more complex than we can
begin to fathom. We need to use our
money wisely. When we start eliminat-
ing non-natives, do we start or end
with ourselves?

The same article states that “Domes-
tic livestock—cattle, sheep, burros, and
horses—are among the most wide-

spread exotics in the West.” Ten pages
later you feature “Hoofing It,” which
glamorizes horseback riding. How
quickly and fully the promise of ease
sways the American from caring about
the impact of his actions.

“Hoofing It” tells the reader, “Whe-
ther you bring animals or rent them,
nearly 60 national park sites provide
opportunities for trail rides.” Ten pages
earlier, I would have thought that the
fact that so many of our public sites are
allowing this known “invasion” is hor-
rific and worthy of NPCA’s work. Let’s
work on getting our parks safe and
healthy. Promotion of such harmful
practices after pointing out the facts is
contradictory.

Mark Jordan
Santa Cruz, CA

A couple of articles in the Novem-
ber/December issue irritated me:

A picture can s

The adventure bcq;'yls.with o R

< TRAIS ILUSTRATED i3

A Circle number 2 on the Reader Service Card

The world is full of incredible
places, and Trails Illustrated is your
key to finding them. From planning
around the kitchen table to the high
point of your journey and home
again, Trails Illustrated maps are
what you need to ensure a successful
trip. Our colorful topographic maps
are always accurate and updated.
Waterproof, tearproof and easy to
use, they are loaded with valuable
information and insightful tips, sure
to enhance your experiences.

For a free brochure listing
all available maps, call:
800-962-1643 or 303-670-3457.

try. Always
carry a lightw stove for cook-
ing. Enjoy a candle lantern instead
of a fire.

» Where fires are permitted, use
established fire rings, fire pans, or
mound fires. Do not scar large rocks
or overhangs.

» Gather sticks, no larger than an
adult’s wrist.

* Do not snap branches off live,
dead, or downed trees.

* Put out campfires completely

* Remove all unburned trash from

.

fire ring and scatter the cool ashes
over a large area well away from
camp.

LETTERS

“Alien Invasion” and “Yellowstone
Bison to be Slaughtered.”

I visit the national parks to see the
wildlife, not cattle. What right do the
ranchers have to let their cattle graze on
my national park property? And when a
bear or wolf kills one of their cattle, or
a bison supposedly infects one, they
have the nerve to get upset and kill the
wild animal. Why can'’t the rancher vac-
cinate his cattle for brucellosis, instead of
killing bison, which may not even be
infected? The cattle have no right to be
on federal land in my eyes. They are
destroying the ecosystem.

What made me even madder was
reading the article on “Hoofing It,”
which stated that if you bring your
own horses to the national parks, you
must bring your own feed to prevent
the horses from overgrazing the land.
Well, what are cattle doing? Get the cattle
out of our national parks now!!! I don’t want
my parks ruined by ranchers who are
using the land to graze their cattle. They
could use their own property and pay
to buy their own feed, since the public
who brings in horses must.

I hope other people will feel the
same way I do and start writing letters
to Congress to remove livestock from
our national parks.

Fay Hafer
Richmond, CA

Free Market
I enjoyed reading the Forum by Carol
Estes [September/October]. It was a
balanced summary of the issues sur-
rounding what the Political Economy
Research Center calls “free market envi-
ronmentalism.” But the article has an
unfortunately misleading final para-
graph that begins, “Let’s refuse to base
our policy decisions on economics
alone.”

Although I agree that economics

ANSWER TO “YOU ARE HERE”
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LETTERS

continued

alone is not sufficient to make public
policy, Estes’ statement suggests that
economic analysis supports private
control of public lands. In fact, one of
the cornerstones of environmental and
natural resource economics is that there
is every reason to believe that unregu-
lated private markets will not do a good
job managing these sorts of resources.
The main reason is suggested by a num-

ber of the arguments Estes makes:
When a resource is used one way, there
are often direct negative impacts on
others who derive benefits from using
the same resource. Assigning property
rights to the resource will solve some—
but probably not all—of these market
failures.

Economic analysis, when done cor-
rectly, provides a framework for balanc-

THE

NATIONAL

PARKS AND

CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION PRESENTS

SPAFLCRASS

\/VE

IN THE FLINT

Discover the rich natural and
cultural history of the tallgrass
prairie through private tours and
lectures. We explore the Tallgrass
Prairie National Preserve, created
by Congress in 1996. It is the only
national park unit dedicated to the
preservation and interpretation
of the native grasslands which
once covered nearly 400,000
square miles of North America.
Also, join best-selling author
William Least Heat-Moon for
an informal discussion of his
extraordinary work, PrairyErth.

HILLS 0F
SEPTEMBER 25-28,

photo by Dani

KANSAS
1997

We spend three nights at The
Cottage House, a restored Victorian
hotel with a long tradition of warm
hospitality.

$595 per person (based on double
occupancy). Meals, transportation,
and interpretive speakers are all
included.

Space is limited to 25 people!
To request a detailed itinerary
and registration materials, contact
Dan Gifford, Travel Program
Coordinator, at 1-800-NAT-PARK
ext. 136.

ing the interests of multiple users in a

way that should be helpful for policy-
makers.

Bob Turner

Hamilton, NY

Extinction Distinction
I am employed as both a research sci-
entist and as an educator.

My argument for proper use of the
word “extinct” has fallen on deaf sci-
entific ears for 27 years. I implore you
to edit articles for meaningful use of
the word.

In 1970, a relative told me that when
eagles become extinct, we could bring
them in from somewhere else. That
concept is becoming more and more
representative of mainstream thinking.
Publications, such as National Parks, pro-
mote this concept unintentionally.

Extinction means no more exist any-
where in the universe. When a species
becomes extinct, its genotype or spe-
cies’ genetic code is nonexistent. When
it no longer exists in the wild, the
species has been extirpated. The
Presidio manzanita [November/
December, Rare & Endangered] will
not be extinct in the wild if the last
wild plant dies. It will be extirpated,
because other specimens still exist.

When states lose a species it is often
listed as extinct, which is incorrect
when that species exists in other
regions. It has been publicized that
extinct wolves have been reintroduced
to various areas. It is no wonder that
people believe we can reintroduce
extinct species.

When people believe extinction is
reversible, no compelling reason exists
for the Endangered Species Act. Let’s
educate people correctly, so we can
build support for the act and for
species preservation.

Steven J. Mueller
Cedar Springs, MI

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Ave.,
N.W,, Washington, DC 20036. Letters may be
sent via e-mail to editornp@aol.com. Letters may
be edited for length and clarity.
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REHABILITATION

Storms Pound
Western Parks

Damage totals $178 million at
Yosemite alone.

YOSEMITE N.P., CALIF.—The
series of storms that struck the West
Coast from Christmas through the New
Year caused flooding, avalanches, and
rock slides, forcing some parks to close
and leaving several units with extensive
damage. Because heavy snowfall fol-
lowed record rains, many parks will
not complete a final assessment of the
devastation until the spring thaw,
which at higher elevations can take
place as late as June or July.

Yosemite National Park sustained
severe damage when the Merced River
flooded Yosemite Valley for three days,
wrecking campgrounds, overturning
tent cabins, and stranding more than
1,200 visitors and employees.

But Yosemite Superintendent B.J.
Griffin sees a silver lining in the devas-
tation—""the re-emergence of the park
better than it was before the flood.”

NPCA Pacific Regional Director
Brian Huse observes, “This is a once-
in-a-lifetime chance for the Park Ser-
vice to turn a disaster into an opportu-
nity—to restore natural processes in
Yosemite Valley by moving administra-
tive and visitor facilities out of the
floodplain.”

Since Yosemite's 1980 general man-
agement plan, three separate planning
documents have reaffirmed the Park
Service’s commitment to reducing con-
gestion in Yosemite Valley and reclaim-
ing the park’s natural beauty.
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Flooding in Yosemite Valley damaged roads, campgrounds, and other facilities.

“The flooding will accelerate the
planning processes,” Griffin says. “We
will determine where planning priori-
ties intersect with flood-damaged facil-
ities before making our funding re-
quest to Congress.”

Chip Jenkins, a strategic planner for
Yosemite, says that campgrounds, em-
ployee housing, and a resource-man-
agement building—all of which were
damaged in the flood—might be relo-
cated outside the valley.

A preliminary report on infrastruc-
ture damage at Yosemite estimated
rehabilitation and cleanup costs at
$178 million. The assessment was
completed under the leadership of a
National Park Service Type I incident
management team, which draws spe-
cially trained workers with a variety of
skills from parks across the nation. By
late January, 649 workers were as-
signed to the park’s “Highwater 97"
incident. Although some sections of
the park, including Mariposa Grove

and Tuolumne Meadows, were open to
visitors by late January, officials an-
nounced that Yosemite Valley would
remain closed at least through February.
Parks along the West Coast confront-
ed a variety of challenges in the after-
math of the storms.
» Oregon Caves National Monument in
southern Oregon may remain closed
for two months or more because of
damage to State Highway 46, the only
access to the park. Repairs to the park’s
water system will not be complete until
June because the equipment is buried
under three to four feet of snow, says
Superintendent Craig Ackerman.
» More than 75 rock and mud slides
obstructed Generals Highway in Se-
quoia-Kings Canyon National Parks.
Most park roads were cleared within a
week, but reconstruction on Kings
Canyon Highway, which winds
through Sequoia National Forest to the
Cedar Grove area of the park, will not
be complete until summer.
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See NPCA's World Wide Web page for
updates: http://www.npca.org/

Yellowstone Buffalo
Slaughtered In
Record Numbers

Park loses more than 20 percent
of its buffalo population.

YELLOWSTONE N.P., Wyo.—
With snowfall more than 200 percent
above average and a faulty management
plan in place, at least 800 buffalo head-
ing toward Yellowstone's exits in search
of food have been shot or slaughtered
this winter. Before this year, the largest
buffalo kill in a single winter—569—
occurred in 1988-89.

“It’s taken a terrible winter and a cri-
sis in Yellowstone’s American buffalo

\\\
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Buffalo awalt shipment toslaughter
at a capture facility in the park.

population to convince some officials
that the current bison management
plan is a catastrophe,” says Mark
Peterson, NPCA Rocky Mountain
regional director. “This may be the

worst intentional assault on a native

species in national park history.”

Mary Meagher, a government scien-
tist who has studied the park’s buffalo
for nearly 40 years, says the present
operation could be disastrous for the
species. “The best-case scenario is a
population crash,” Meagher predicts.
“The worst case is a system collapse.”

Park officials have estimated that
Yellowstone’s 3,400-head buffalo herd
could be reduced as much as 50 per-
cent by winter’s end.

The park’s interim bison manage-
ment plan resulted from a legal settle-
ment with the state of Montana, whose
state veterinarian fears that buffalo will
spread brucellosis among cattle herds
—despite the fact that not a single
known case of the disease passing from
buffalo to cattle in the wild exists.

In accordance with the plan, the
Montana Department of Livestock
(DOL) corrals buffalo near the park’s
western entrance, tests them for expo-
sure to brucellosis, and ships those test-
ing positive to slaughter. Buffalo that
cannot be captured are shot, but by late
January, heavy snowfall rendered DOL’s
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REGIONAL REPORT

News Briefs from NPCA’s Regional Offices

ALASKA Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director

» January brought several Park Service leaders from Alaska—includ-
ing the regional director and the superintendents of Denali, Wran-
gell-St. Elias, and Kenai Fjords national parks—to Washington, D.C. At
an NPCA-hosted event, the NPS Alaska officials briefed members of
the conservation community on park initiatives in Alaska. The Alaska
park delegation also participated in internal NPS planning sessions
and congressional visits. Top items on the Alaska agenda include pro-
posals for enhanced resource protection and improvements to visitor
facilities. Specific projects under way include implementation of a
vessel management plan at Glacier Bay and transportation planning at
Denali, Wrangell-St. Elias, and other Alaska parks.

HEARTLAND vrori Nelson, Regional Director

» NPS has determined that the construction of a four-lane, mile-long
bridge across the St. Croix River between Minnesota and Wisconsin
would have direct and adverse impacts on St. Croix National Scenic
Riverway. The ruling, which cited the bridge’s potential damage to
the scenic and recreational values of the river, effectively halts the pro-
posal—at least temporarily. In response to the NPS recommendation,
other federal agencies will deny permits and funding for the project.
The Minnesota Department of Transportation, which proposed the
bridge, has announced plans to challenge the NPS determination in
court. Nelson anticipates that the struggle over the bridge will con-
tinue in national legislation relating to transportation issues and pos-
sibly through mediation.

NORTHEAST zileen Woodford, Regional Director

» After a number of Virginia-based park advocates helped defend
national parks in the “Old Dominion” from a legislative assault in the
last session of Congress, Woodford and NPCA organized an alliance
known as the Virginia Parks Network. Two meetings held last fall in
Richmond and near Shenandoah National Park brought together
county and regional planners, battlefield preservation advocates, rep-
resentatives from regional and national conservation groups, and
local elected officials. Participants established a foundation for citizen
advocacy on park issues in Virginia. NPCA’s Virginia members are par-
ticularly encouraged to join the network. Contact Woodford at PO.
Box 382372, Cambridge, MA 02238-2372.

PACIFIC  Brian Huse, Regional Director

14

» Polls show that only 24 percent of California voters support the
construction of a massive landfill less than two miles from Joshua
Tree National Park. Nevertheless, plans are proceeding on the project.
(See page 22). #D TAKE ACTION: Write to Bob Buster; chairman of
the Riverside County Board of Supervisors. Ask the board to reject the
landfill and reconsider the poor land-use planning decisions that threaten to
undermine nationally significant resources. Point out the short-sightedness of

capture facility inoperable, and the
agency responded by stepping up its
shooting program.

The bison management plan’s zero-
tolerance policy along Yellowstone's
northern border called for the Park
Service to round up all buffalo heading
for the park’s boundary and hold them
for shipping—without testing—to
slaughterhouses across the state of
Montana. After more than 348 buffalo
were captured and shipped to slaughter
in less than two weeks at the NPS facil-
ity alone, park officials began imple-
menting contingency plans.

Toward the end of January, the Park
Service began testing the animals pen-
ned at the northern site, and shipped to
slaughter only those that tested posi-
tive. Within a few days, NPS temporar-
ily abandoned all efforts at capturing
buffalo. Park rangers on horseback
began attempts to drive the herd back
into the park.

NPCA, a vocal opponent of the inter-
im plan since its release last August,
demanded an end to the killing in Jan-
uary. The association has developed a
strategy of short- and long-term objec-
tives to provide adequate winter range
for the park’s population and restore
the buffalo to its natural role in the
greater Yellowstone ecosystem.

NPCA is pursuing options including
negotiations with area ranchers who
hold grazing allotments on public
lands adjacent to the park. The associa-
tion also continues to be involved in
efforts to develop a biologically sound
long-term plan for buffalo manage-
ment in Yellowstone. A draft environ-
mental impact statement is due in July.

Readers can help advance NPCA's
strategy to save the American buffalo
on several fronts.

#) TAKE ACTION: Write to Yellow-
stone Superintendent Mike Finley urging
that he close groomed snowmobile trails,
which have led to increased buffalo migra-
tion from the park. Address: PO. Box 168,
Yellowstone N.P, WY 82190.

Write to Secretary of Agriculture Dan
Glickman urging him to give buffalo—
which belong to all Americans—priority
over privately owned cattle on national for-
est lands adjacent to Yellowstone. Address:
Department of Agriculture, 14th Street
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REGIONAL REPORT continued

the landfill proposal, which would inevitably harm Joshua Tree—a source of
long-term, sustainable economic benefits to the community. Address: PO.
Box | 147, Riverside, CA 92502.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST  phil Pearl, Regional Director

» The views in Mount Rainier National Park in Washington should
improve dramatically—and quite soon—under a new proposal to
accelerate cuts in sulfur dioxide (SO,) emissions from a nearby
power plant. Plans originally called for the Centralia Power Plant to
reduce SO, emissions by 90 percent within ten years, but a new
schedule calls for that goal to be met by 2003. NPCA and local con-
servation groups participated in hearings on the proposal, taking an
active interest in improving operations at Centralia, which produces
more SO, emissions than any other plant in the West. Studies show
that the Centralia plant affects air quality and reduces visibility at
Mount Rainier by at least 30 percent.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN Mark Peterson, Regional Director

» NPCA is joining a lawsuit filed by the US. government against
Garfield County in Utah. County road crews had begun work on
improvements to the Burr Trail in Capitol Reef National Park in defi-
ance of NPS management policies. The case involves interpretation
of Revised Statute 2477, which once authorized rights-of-way
across public lands.

» Claims of pre-existing rights-of-way under R.S. 2477, which was
repealed in 1976, continue to pose legal questions and management
challenges to the Interior Department. In January, Interior Secretary
Bruce Babbitt revoked a 1988 policy that was established outside of
proper rule-making procedures and that offered a very broad inter-
pretation of the sort of routes that could qualify as rights-of-way.

SOUTHEAST pon Barger, Regional Director

» NPCA submitted comments opposing construction of a landfill
near Big South Fork National River and Recreation Area in Tennessee.
The dump would be located outside the park along Bear Creek, a
tributary of the Big South Fork. The area is rife with abandoned
underground mines, which could make the site unstable. Barger
argued that since all landfills leak over time, the project poses an
unacceptable risk to a national park unit. Leachate from the landfill
could affect the habitat of two federally endangered freshwater mus-
sel species found only in Big South Fork. The project could also
attract bears reintroduced through the park’s black bear program.

SOUTHWEST  David Simon, Regional Director

» In response to concerns raised by NPCA, regulations regarding the
use of houseboats at Big Thicket National Preserve in east Texas have
been put on hold. Activities associated with houseboats moored
along the park’s Neches River—including dumping of sewage and
refuse and poaching of fish and game—pose a threat to park
resources. NPCA supports regulations, but suggested that they
include a limit on the number of houseboats allowed in the park and
provisions to phase out houseboat use over time. NPS plans to revis-
it the issue and will consider NPCA's recommendations.

and Independence Ave., S.W., Washington,
DC 20250.

Write to Montana Governor Marc Racicot
asking the state to abandon its zero-toler-
ance policy for buffalo in favor of a risk-
management approach—taking steps to
separate cattle and buffalo instead of con-
tinuing the slaughter of wildlife. Address:
Capitol Building, Helena, MT 59620.

LEGISLATION

Antiquities Act
Under Attack

President’s authority to declare
national monuments challenged.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A coali-
tion of preservation groups led by
NPCA has united to defend the
Antiquities Act from congressional
assault. Since 1906, 14 US. presidents
have used the act to declare 105 na-
tional monuments, protecting some of
America’s most beloved icons from the
Statue of Liberty to the Grand Canyon.

After President Clinton used the
Antiquities Act to proclaim Grand
Staircase-Escalante National Monu-
ment in September, several Western
legislators announced their intention
to challenge the president’s authority
to create national monuments.

The 1906 Antiquities Act, originally
used to halt the looting of ancient
archaeological sites in the Southwest,
allows the president to protect areas of
historic, scientific, or scenic signifi-
cance. Many national parks—including
Denali, Arches, Zion, and Olympic—
were first protected as national monu-
ments under the Antiquities Act.

Although Congress also has the
authority to establish national monu-
ments, the legislative process can take
several years.

“The Antiquities Act is a vital tool for
preservation,” says Al Eisenberg,
NPCA’s deputy director for conserva-
tion policy. “It gives the president the
ability to act quickly to save nationally
significant resources from imminent
threats, such as mining, looting, log-
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ging, and development.”

Clinton established the 1.7-million-
acre monument—which will be ad-
ministered by the Bureau of Land Man-
agement—to protect its redrock can-
yons, natural arches, and other features
from mining claims.

Several bills challenging the new
monument and designed to weaken
the Antiquities Act failed to pass in the
last Congress, but legislators have indi-
cated their intent to offer similar legis-
lation this session. Sen. Frank Murkow-
ski (R-Alaska), chairman of the Senate
Energy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, has announced plans to “re-
form” the Antiquities Act. Sen. Larry
Craig (R-Idaho), chairman of the
Senate Subcommittee on Forests and
Public Land Management, has intro-
duced a bill (S. 62) that would prevent
the president from creating or expand-
ing national monuments in Idaho.

RECREATION

PWC(s: Out of
Place in Parks

Olympic and other parks plunge
into personal watercraft issue.

PORT ANGELES, WASH.—A
plan to zone a portion of Lake Crescent
in Olympic National Park for personal
watercraft (PWC) has launched a local
conflict and contributed to a national
debate. PWCs, commonly known by
the brand name Jet-Ski, are growing in
popularity, but questions have arisen
about their impacts on wildlife, natural
resources, and other recreationists.

In the absence of a national policy
on PWC use in the parks, Olympic and
several other national parks are tackling
the issue. A Park Service survey reveals
that personal watercraft use occurs in
about 36 park units.

Visitors complain that the incessant
sputter and whine of PWC engines
interfere with their enjoyment of the
parks. PWC users often congregate in
popular areas, traveling in tight circles
and creating an extended disturbance.

NATIONAL PARKS

CURT GIVEN

Lake Crescent in Olympic National
Park may be zoned for PWCs.

“National parks are not appropriate
places to enjoy PWCs,” says Phil Pearl,
NPCA Pacific Northwest regional direc-
tor. “No one group of users should be
allowed to destroy the peace and tran-
quillity that the majority of park visi-
tors have come to experience.”

Olympic park officials held public
meetings on the Lake Crescent propos-
al in January. In Seattle, a majority of
citizens opposed PWC use in the park,
but in Port Angeles, most local resi-
dents argued against restrictions on
PWCs—and against virtually all NPS
regulations at the lake.

Other parks, including Glacier, Yel-
lowstone, and Everglades, have banned
PWCs. Restrictions or bans are under
discussion at Cape Cod National
Seashore, and at Voyageurs, Big Bend,
and Grand Canyon national parks.

A study at Everglades National Park
in Florida found that PWC use resulted
in negative impacts to park resources,
particularly nesting birds. In December
1994, NPS enacted a ban on PWCs in
Everglades after concluding that “the
purpose for which the park was estab-
lished, to protect a unique natural sys-
tem, made. ..use of personal watercraft
incompatible with preserving wilder-
ness qualities such as serenity.”

A temporary ban on PWCs was
established last May at Glacier National
Park in Montana while NPS completes
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a general management plan that will
examine their use. Superintendent
Dave Mihalic says the public accepted
the decision and expressed surprise
that a ban was not already in place.
“The general reaction was..."Of
course they shouldn’t be allowed
here—it’s a national park!”

Although Olympic Superintendent
Dave Morris faces local resistance to
PWC regulations, he acknowledges
that the issue has implications beyond
the park. “This decision has national
overtones,” he says. “I think it will be a
precedent-setting case.”

The Park Service is taking steps to
develop a policy governing PWC use
throughout the National Park System.

“We do not oppose the use of
PWCs,” Pearl says, “but they simply
don’t belong in national parks that
were created for, and are supposed to
be managed for, the protection of nat-
ural, cultural, and wilderness values.”
#) TAKE ACTION: Write a letter
opposing PWC use on Lake Crescent.
Urge NPS to establish a strong precedent

on the inappropriateness of PWCs in the
parks. Comments must be received by
March 19. Address: Superintendent Dave
Morris, Olympic National Park, 600 E. Park
Ave,, Port Angeles, WA 98362.

LEGISLATION

Parklands
For Sale?

Bill to sell or lease park property
introduced in Congress.

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A bill
that would allow individual units of
the park system to sell or lease park-
lands to private individuals has been
introduced in Congress.

Sponsored by Rep. Roscoe Bartlett
(R-Md.), whose district includes part
of Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National
Historical Park, this legislation (H.R.
104) would allow people who cur-

rently reside in parks under fixed-term
agreements to extend their occupan-
cy—temporarily or indefinitely. H.R.
104 also would authorize active solici-
tation of newcomers to lease or pur-
chase national park property.

“The Bartlett bill is the sale of the
century,” says Laura Loomis, NPCA’s
associate director for national issues.
“This legislation creates the potential
for an explosion in the number of pri-
vate inholdings within the National
Park System.”

Today, more than 1,600 cabins, cot-
tages, and trailers in at least 82 nation-
al park units are occupied as private
residences under agreements with the
National Park Service. For the most
part, these structures are summer
homes that were in use before the
parks were established. Property own-
ers sold their holdings to the federal
government but retained the right to
continue using the property for up to
25 years by accepting compensation
lower than the full purchase price. For
example, a seller could continue to use

a vacation home for 15 years if he or
she agreed to sell the property to NPS
for 85 percent of its fair market value.
In other cases, sellers retain use of the
property for their lifetime and renters
occupy park-owned structures under
renewable permits.

Many of these agreements are due to
expire over the next few years, and per-
mittees in some parks are pressuring
their members of Congress to sponsor
legislation to extend their occupancy
or, as with H.R. 104, authorize the sale
of park property. The Park Service has
also undertaken a re-evaluation of its
guidelines on special park uses, which
include occupancy agreements.

Bartlett’s bill purports to offer parks
an innovative way to generate revenue
in times of chronic budget shortfalls.
NPCA contends that HR. 104 would
create a perverse incentive for parks to
sell off lands needed to protect our
national heritage.

Bartlett claims that his bill offers cit-
izens an incentive to invest in historic
preservation efforts that will enhance

the parks, but C & O Canal staff say that
most of the structures in Bartlett’s dis-
trict are seasonal shacks and trailers.

Most occupancy permits involve
ordinary vacation homes situated in
prime scenic and recreational areas of
the parks. At Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore in Michigan, at
least 80 structures are scattered along
the park’s scenic shoreline, bluffs,
inland lakes, and streams. More than 50
cabins in the Mineral King area of
Sequoia National Park in California
occupy lands that the park plans to
convert to public campgrounds when
lifetime permits expire.

“National parks are for all the peo-

ple,” Loomis says. “Taxpayers have
already paid for these properties, and
any scheme to sell or lease parklands or
extend residential permits prevents
Americans from enjoying full access to
their parks.”
ZDTAKE ACTION: Write a letter to
your representative, asking him or her to
oppose HR. 104. Address: US. House of
Representatives, Washington, DC 205 5.

TOURISM

FAA Rules on Air
Tours in Two Parks

Ban at Rocky Mountain, partial
regulation at Grand Canyon.

WASHINGTON, D.C.— The Fed-
eral Aviation Administration (FAA) has
responded to an order from President
Clinton, announcing regulations af-
fecting air tours over Rocky Mountain
and Grand Canyon national parks. But
FAA’s actions—and failure to deliver
comprehensive rules for national park
overflights—fall short of Clinton’s
Earth Day 1996 pledge to restore nat-
ural quiet in the parks.

» In January, FAA declared a temporary
ban on air tour flights over Rocky
Mountain National Park in Colorado.
The regulation will remain in effect for
two years, or until FAA develops a plan
to control overflights in all national
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parks, whichever comes first.

NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard
welcomed the ruling as a positive step
toward the restoration of natural quiet
in the parks. “Natural quiet is a park
resource that is as precious as water, air,
and wildlife. It deserves the same atten-
tion and protection,” he says.

Although no air tours operated at
Rocky Mountain at the time of the rul-
ing, then-Transportation Secretary
Federico Pefa said the ban would pre-
serve the serenity of the park while
FAA works on a national overflights
policy for parks.

“Proper bans and limits on sightsee-
ing planes and helicopters will protect
the park’s natural quiet and its wildlife,
and will give park visitors a much
more enjoyable experience,” says Mark
Peterson, NPCA Rocky Mountain re-
gional director. “More than 90 percent
of Rocky Mountain National Park is
managed as wilderness. And that’s what
visitors expect—not the buzz of low-
flying aircraft.”

A coalition of air tour companies has
filed a lawsuit against FAA in an at-
tempt to block the ban.

» FAA also released new regulations for
overflights at Grand Canyon National

Park in Arizona. NPCA contends that
the rules place no meaningful limits on
park overflights and will fail to restore
natural quiet in the Grand Canyon.

Although the ruling caps the num-
ber of aircraft in tour operators’ fleets,
it places no limits on the number of
flights they make each day. The regula-
tions also fail to keep aircraft away
from sensitive areas of Grand Canyon,
including Point Sublime, the Shivwits
Plateau, and Havasupai Point, says
NPCA Southwest Regional Director
David Simon. FAA also announced
draft regulations phasing out noisier
aircraft in'the park.

NPCA, joined by seven other conser-
vation groups, filed a lawsuit against
the Department of Transportation and
FAA, claiming that the regulations fail
to meet the standards of the 1987
National Parks Overflights Act.

“Ten years ago, Congress recognized
a problem with overflights in national
parks,” Simon says. “Flights over the
Grand Canyon have more than doubled
since then, and this ruling will allow
air tours to continue to expand.” In
1987 about 40,000 flights operated in
Grand Canyon. Last year nearly 95,000
air tours took place over the park.

NEWS UPDATE

» A NEW DIRECTION: NPS Direc-
tor Roger Kennedy, who was ap-
pointed by President Clinton in
1993, announced his resignation in
January. At press time, an announce-
ment was expected on Kennedy's
SUCCESSOT. :

The president’s nominee for NPS
director will, for the first time, be
subject to confirmation by the
Senate. This change was one of many
measures included in the omnibus
parks bill that passed on the final day
of the last session of Congress.

» DAYS OF THE CONDOR: For the
first time since 1924, California
condors are soaring in the skies of
the American Southwest. In De-
cember, six of the endangered birds
were released in northern Arizona,

30 miles north of Grand Canyon
National Park. The juvenile California
condors, all born in captive breeding
facilities, had been in an enclosure at
the release area acclimating to their
surroundings since October.

All of the birds have been testing
their wings—which measure about
nine feet across—with short and
long soaring flights. So far they are
feeding on carcasses provided by the
scientists associated with the US.
Fish and Wildlife Service California
condor recovery effort. In January,
one of the condors was found dead,
apparently the victim of a conflict
with a golden eagle.

Biologists continue to monitor the
birds closely. Regular updates are
posted on the World Wide Web:
http:/ /www.peregrinefund.org.
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Landfill Project
Nears Approval

Final report on trash dump near
Joshua Tree released.

TWENTYNINE PALMS, CALIF.—
A proposal to build the world’s largest
landfill less than two miles from Joshua
Tree National Park moved a step closer
to reality with the January release of a
final environmental impact statement
(EIS) on the project. The Eagle Moun-
tain landfill would sprawl over more
than 2,200 acres and accept 20,000
tons of garbage a day from seven coun-
ties in the Los Angeles area.

“This proposal shows that some
people still view the desert—a highly
sensitive ecosystem—as nothing more
than a wasteland,” says NPCA Pacific
Regional Director Brian Huse.

Pinto Basin, a vast wilderness area
dotted with cacti, oases, and sand
dunes, surrounds the proposed landfill

site. “The wilderness experience is one
of the most significant and unique
resources that we offer to the public,”
says Joshua Tree Superintendent Ernie
Quintana. Although mitigation mea-
sures can—to some extent—address
problems ranging from air quality to
odor control, if the project goes
through, little can be done to shield park
visitors from the noise and visual intru-
sion of an industrial site. “The landfill’s
impacts to the wilderness experience
cannot be mitigated,” Quintana says.
The Park Service, which opposes the
project, has nevertheless entered into an
agreement with Mine Reclamation
Corporation (MRC), the company
proposing the landfill. MRC approached
the Park Service offering to sign a con-
tract outlining mitigation measures to
limit the project’s effects on the park,
similar to those contained in the EIS.
Mike Soukup, associate director of
NPS, says the decision to sign the
agreement—before the release of the
EIS and in advance of a final decision
on the project—was made in the agen-
cy's Washington, D.C., office. Officials
at Joshua Tree and the regional office

recommended holding off as long as
possible in signing an agreement with
MRC, Quintana says.

NPCA’s Huse says NPS officials “cut
themselves off at the knees™ by signing
the agreement and forgoing enforce-
ment authority under the EIS. “The
park submitted 50 pages of comments
outlining inadequacies and inconsis-
tencies in the EIS, and then NPS staff in
Washington, D.C., signed a document
accepting the EIS as a ‘complete analy-
sis’ of the project’s impacts on the
park,” Huse says.

Interior Department officials have
launched an investigation of the legali-
ty of the NPS-MRC agreement.

According to Huse, MRC has used
the agreement in a publicity campaign
designed to convince the public that
the Park Service has acquiesced and
that the landfill is a “done deal.”

Joshua Tree’s Assistant Superinten-
dent Frank Buono says the agreement
has caused a great deal of confusion
over the landfill proposal. “It gives the
impression that NPS is a supporter of

continued on page 24

TakeThe Kind Of Vacation You Thought
Only Happened In The Movies.

For a free guide to the technicolor mountains, sandpiper beaches and storybook history of | Ot
Virginia, call 1-800-248-4833 and ask for Extension 141.Or write Virginia Tourism, Department 141, [kt
Richmond, Virginia 23219. Or, we'd love for you to visit us on the Internet at http://www.virginia.org.

\Y I R

G I

A Circle number 8 on the Reader Service Card

N I A


http://www.virginia.org

NATIONAL

FWlSE USE WATCH

WISE USE GROUPS
PACK HEARING

VO OF THE local associations with
Trepresemalives at a hearing on

Olympic National Park’s Lake
Crescent management plan have
ties to national Wise Use groups.
Members of Friends of Lake
Crescent and the Clallam Citizens
Coalition were among the more
than 400 people who turned out
for a January 16 hearing in Port
Angeles, Washington.

The hearings were part of the
comment-gathering process for the
management plan, one aspect of
which would limit personal water-
craft (PWC) to a portion of the
lake, a restriction the Wise Use
groups oppose.

A majority of those who attend-
ed the Port Angeles hearing op-
posed restrictions of any kind on
the lake although the opposite was
true of a hearing held the previous
evening in Seattle.

Friends of Lake Crescent, which
represents a portion of the 175
property owners on Lake Crescent,
was named in William Perry
Pendley’s book It Takes a Hero, which
lists prominent Wise Use groups
and individuals.

The Clallam Citizens Coalition
has ties to the National Federal
Lands Conference (NFLC), a lead-
ing proponent of the county-
supremacy movement, which con-
tends that the rights of counties
supersede those of the federal gov-
ernment.NFLC also has ties to the
militia movement.

PWCs are the latest hot-button
issue in the Wise Use movement’s
ongoing campaign to force the Park
Service and other agencies to open
up public lands to profit-making
enterprises and motorized uses.
Other parks, such as Everglades
National Park, have banned PWCs.
(See page 17.)

—Linda M. Rancourt
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the project,” he says.

At press time, decisions on the land-
fill were expected from the Riverside
County Planning Commission and
Board of Supervisors. If the board
approves the plan, NPCA will consider
legal action to block the dump.

TAKE ACTION: For details on writ-
ing to the board, see page 14.

ADJACENT LANDS

Airport Plans
Affect Parks

International airports proposed
near Florida, Hawaii parks.

Federal agencies are weighing two air-
port expansion projects that would
affect Everglades, Biscayne, and Halea-
kala national parks.

» A major redevelopment proposal for
Homestead Air Force Base in south
Florida will be delayed until additional
studies of its potential effects on

Everglades and Biscayne national parks
are completed, the Clinton Admini-
stration said.

“We are pleased that the administra-
tion realized that the first environmen-
tal impact statement [EIS] on making
Homestead into a commercial airport
is inadequate,” says NPCA President
Paul C. Pritchard.

NPCA and other conservation
groups convinced the White House
Council on Environmental Quality
(CEQ) that the EIS, which studied a
plan to turn Homestead into a small-
scale regional airport, did not ade-
quately reflect the impacts of a later
proposal to transform the base into a
major international airport.

To accommodate international traf-
fic, Homestead Air Base Developers,
Inc., plans to construct a second run-
way on the site. A supplemental EIS
would examine the noise, air, and
water pollution produced by an
expanded facility, which could handle
about 200,000 flights per year.

CEQ Chair Katie McGinty says the
administration will continue its review
of the existing EIS to determine if it

SAVE OUR NATIONAL PARKS

» PHASE TWO: The first phase of
NPCA’s Save Our National Parks
Campaign ended with the passage of
the Omnibus Parks and Public Lands
Management Act, the most signifi-
cant parks bill in a decade.

To build on that momentum in
the new session of Congress, NPCA
has launched phase two of the cam-
paign. Campaign priorities include:
» Boosting funding to the park sys-
tem: Decades of insufficient funding
have left a backlog of repairs and
improvements that may be as high as
$8 million. NPCA is fighting to
increase the Park Service's appropri-
ation this year and to fend off inap-
propriate fund-raising schemes.

» Establishing consistent regulations
for appropriate use: The Park Service
is increasingly faced with determin-
ing what kinds of recreational uses
are appropriate in the national parks.

Officials at Glacier National Park in
Montana have banned personal
watercraft from Lake MacDonald,
but officials at Olympic National
Park in Washington may allow them
on Lake Crescent. (See page 17.)

» Preserving the Antiquities Act:
The 1906 act, used by President
Clinton to establish Escalante-Grand
Staircase National Monument in
Utah, is in danger of being weak-
ened or repealed by Congress. (See
page 16.)

» Renewing the Intermodal Surface
Transportation  Efficiency — Act
(ISTEA): The law—slated to be
reauthorized this year—funnels
$80 million a year to the Park Ser-
vice to build and maintain 9,000
miles of roads. Provisions could be
added that would damage the Park
Service's ability to protect its
resources.
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Airport plan imperils the hinahina
and other native Hawaiian species.

meets the standards of the National
Environmental Policy Act. Pending that
review and the federal government’s
approval of a long-term lease for the
former air base, work could begin on
the smaller airport as early as May.

NPCA will continue to monitor the

development of the supplemental EIS
focusing on the second runway. The
process could take about two years.
P A draft biological assessment of an
airport construction project on the
island of Maui fails to address the
development’s potential impacts on
Haleakala National Park. The park,
located about 15 miles from Kahului
Airport, is a haven for native Hawaiian
species and harbors more threatened
and endangered species than any other
unit of the park system.

In April 1996, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) and the Hawaii
Department of Transportation issued a
draft EIS on a plan to expand Kahului
Airport to accommodate international
traffic. After a public comment peri-
od—which NPCA participated in—
and a meeting with officials from the
National Park Service, the USS. Fish and
Wildlife Service, and other agencies,
FAA agreed to conduct a biological
assessment of the project. FAA officials

NATIONAL PARKS

also assured Haleakala Superintendent
Don Reeser that the park’s concerns
would be addressed.

The biological assessment examines
the effects of alien species—which
could be carried to the island on inter-
national flights—on Maui's endan-
gered species. But according to Reeser,
a member of the technical panel res-
ponsible for reviewing the assessment,
the document does not evaluate
impacts on the park.

“So far FAA has ignored the Park
Service's input and failed to look into
this project’s effect on the park ecosys-
tem,” says NPCA Pacific Regional Di-
rector Brian Huse.

Reeser vows to continue urging FAA
to consider Haleakala in the final EIS.
“We need to focus on park ecosystems
and keeping native species off the en-
dangered species list.”

The final EIS should be completed by
this fall. If the study does not include
analysis of the project’s impacts on
Haleakala, NPCA will explore further
options, including litigation, to ensure
that the park is protected.

ADJACENT

Reprieve for
Gulf Islands

Citizens stand in opposition to
gas drilling.

LANDS

OCEAN SPRINGS, Miss.—The
Mississippi Commission on Environ-
mental Quality (MCEQ) agreed in
January to delay action on a plan for
natural gas drilling near Gulf Islands
National Seashore after citizens dem-
onstrated overwhelming opposition to
the proposal. NPCA members in
Mississippi played a pivotal role in con-
vincing the commission to put drilling
plans on hold.

In September, MCEQ had voted 5-2
to accept bids for offshore drilling for
natural gas in state waters surrounding
the Mississippi unit of the national
seashore. The commission rejected a
motion to hear public comment on the
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drilling proposal, but in the wake of an
unofficial public meeting on the plan
in October, MCEQ agreed to schedule a
public hearing for December.

More than 200 of NPCA’s members
in Mississippi agreed to contact the
commissioners to voice their objec-
tions to gas leases near Gulf Islands.
Most of the 300 citizens who attended
the hearing—including NPCA mem-
bers—expressed concerns about the
risks drilling could pose to the wilder-
ness areas of the park, Horn and Petit
Bois islands.

“Gas rigs will inevitably have an im-
pact on the park,” says Louis Skrmetta,
vice president of the Gulf Islands
Conservancy. “I'd like to see my child
enjoy the national seashore the way I
have.”

While testifying before the MCEQ,
NPCA Southeast Regional Director Don
Barger generated a media buzz by ask-
ing all those opposed to gas drilling to
stand. Virtually everyone stood, Barger
reports.

“Mississippi is blessed with the last
undeveloped barrier island chain along
the upper Gulf Coast,” Barger testified.
“It’s a shame that the state would jeop-
ardize a national seashore—which
belongs to all Americans—with a spec-
ulative drilling project.”

Citizens cited a number of threats
associated with offshore drilling, in-
cluding the risk of pipeline ruptures,
marine debris, and the visual intrusion
of production platforms, which park
visitors would see on the horizon. Gas
operations would also result in a dra-
matic increase in air and boat traffic
near the rigs and over and around the
park’s wilderness islands.

“For an uncertain economic return,
gas development will destroy the
wilderness quality of the park, making
it another industrial site,” says Becky
Gillette of the Mississippi Coast chapter
of the Sierra Club.

State officials estimate that gas leases
would generate $45 million in rev-
enue. Each year, 1.5 million visitors
travel to Gulf Islands, pumping $130
million into the state’s economy.

After the December hearing, MCEQ
announced that it would not make a
decision on the drilling plan until
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Offshore gas drilling could affect Gulf
Islands National Seashore.

January. At that meeting, the commis-
sion reversed its September vote,
declining to advertise submerged lands
for leasing. Although MCEQ may still
vote to proceed on the plan, the com-
missioners indicated that the issue had
become politically charged and sug-
gested that citizens take up the matter
with the Mississippi legislature.

“The commission’s reversal is a vic-
tory for the grassroots,” says Barger.

Mississippi State Sen. Tommy Gollott
(D), president pro tem of the Senate,
introduced a bill that would have pro-
hibited oil and gas leasing in the
Mississippi Sound, but the measure
stalled in a committee in February and
never saw legislative action.

MCEQ will again take up the matter.

MANAGEMENT

Local Niobrara
Council Approved

Lack of local zoning laws and
NPS oversight could harm river.
O'NEILL, NEBR.— Niobrara

National Scenic Riverway is a national
park unlike any other. For 76 miles it

winds through eastern woodlands and
western grasslands, fossil beds and
sand dunes. And according to an NPS
record of decision, Niobrara will be
operated unlike any other park—with
management responsibilities handed
over to a local council.

“The Park Service addressed some of
our concerns with the Niobrara Coun-
cil in its final decision, but we're still
not convinced that the plan goes far
enough to ensure that the resource will
be protected,” says Lori Nelson, NPCA
Heartland regional director.

Rep. Doug Bereuter (R-Nebr.), who
sponsored the bill that authorized
Niobrara National Scenic Riverway in
1991, says the new plan leaves a great
deal of authority over land use and
management in the hands of county
officials. And he expresses doubt about
whether the four counties in question
possess the political will to enact zon-
ing regulations that will provide mean-
ingful protection for the riverway.

Nelson shares his concern. “Our
main point of contention with the plan
involves land use regulation,” she says.
“We're not opposed to local participa-
tion in the management process, but
Niobrara is part of the National Park
System, and there are no local zoning
regulations currently in place to help
ensure that it will be managed in
accordance with national standards.”

Effective zoning laws will be critical
to Niobrara's preservation because the
authorizing legislation for the riverway
strictly limits federal land acquisition.
Niobrara’s boundaries include mean-
dering ribbons of land alongside the
river, most of which would remain
privately owned.

Nelson has begun working with Ne-
braska conservationists and Nebraska
State Sen. Chris Beutler to strengthen
the Niobrara management plan
through state legislation. Beutler has
introduced a bill that would provide
state funding and some oversight of
the zoning process.

NPCA is also considering legal
action to compel the Park Service to
oversee the establishment of an official
agreement defining the relationship
between NPS and the Niobrara
Council.

MARCH/APRIL 1997



WSTONE

2
: EBRATES ITS

-

3 & o L
L1 2 50H BIRTHDAY
e ' <

£

IN MARCH.
THROUGH THE YEARS,
THE TRIALS AND

TRIBULATIONS OF

OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH

:

THE NATIONAL PARK

SYSTEM.




Geysers and wildlife in-

spire awe in Yellow-

stone visitors. Yet yes-

terday’s tourists trampled

on geyser cones and fed garbage to
bears (right). We have come a long
way since then, but we still fall short
of protecting all the park’s resources,
such as the American buffalo. Color
photos, Jeff and Alexa Henry. Black
and white photos, courtesy of NPCA
and Yellowstone National Park. Design
by Belinda Lee/Zen Creatives.
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N THE PAST 125 vEARs, Old Faithful has spouted on schedule more
than a million times, serving as the centerpiece for an astound-
ing landscape that has endured both thermal outbursts and the
consequences of being loved.
In 1872, Congress set aside more than 3,000 square miles estab-
lishing Yellowstone as our first national park—not because it understood
ecosystem management or because it necessarily treasured wilderness, but be-
cause some considered it a wasteland, good only as a “pleasuring-ground for the
benefit and enjoyment of the people.”

And so it was. Its hissing steams and boiling, sputtering fountains attracted 300
people in Yellowstone’s first year as a national park, visitors who strolled directly
on the geyser cones and dared to look into the crater throats. They boiled eggs and
washed clothes in thermal wells. They stuffed towels, even umbrellas into spouters
to watch the objects carried skyward in a blast of water. They took as souvenirs
hot-spring filigree and trumpeter swans.

Early park aficionados had a different sensibility—which today can seem an all-
out lack of sense. Begging bears were sideshows; wolves, menaces. The first got
scraps; the latter, poison. Even after the 1916 legislation establishing the National
Park Service added the stipulation that
the visitors” enjoyment should be
“without impairment to the resource,”
pockets of Yellowstone looked like a
honk < resort, boasting dance halls
and a swimming pool that pumped in
thermal waters.

Attitudes began to change noticeably
in the middle of this century with the
realization that our actions had conse-
quences not just for the “pests” we
killed, but for everything in the envi-
ronment, including ourselves. We have
discovered the importance of ecosys-
tems and preserving them: We stopped
feeding bears with garbage and, for the
most part, stopped treating natural
wonders like arcade attractions. In
doing so, we have restored Yellowstone
and refreshed our spirits. Of course,
we haven't yet done enough. Today, we
are shooting bison because of an in-
flexible livestock agency’s fears for cattle and because Yellowstone, among the
largest parks in the country, cannot sustain the resource.

Many lament that one of the most common sights in Yellowstone is other peo-
ple—with 3 million expected to visit this year. That may be true, but it is not the
whole story. Because a majority will race from main attraction to main attraction,

ignoring completely John Muir’s advice to go slowly, that
“nothing can be done well at a speed of forty miles a day,”
Yellowstone still offers places where the determined vis-
itor can go days seeing only wonders, not throngs.
And so, although agriculture and mining interests
continue to press on the park, and its stewards sometimes
misstep, Old Faithful’s unwavering dependability reassures us—
its spectacular eruptions a testament to the wisdom behind the creation of Yel-
lowstone, and the very idea of a National Park System. We can take the opportu-
nity offered by this anniversary to look forward as well as back and evaluate the
direction in which Yellowstone and the rest of the parks are headed.

SHERRI and KARL BYRAND lived in Montana while Karl completed his doctoral disser-
tation on how visitation at Yellowstone changed over the years.
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ANY EASTERN wood
lots no longer ring
with the caroling of
wood thrushes. From
Alaska to Newfound-
land, the staccato trills of Tennessee
warblers are missing from many sub-
arctic forests. The rich songs of rose-
breasted grosbeaks have declined over
much of their nesting grounds in Mid-
western and Northeastern states. And
the bright red-and-black plumage and
whistles of scarlet tanagers are rare
throughout the Eastern forests.

Some avian populations have
disappeared, while others have de-
clined even in places such as wild,
remote, and protected Big Bend
National Park in Texas. Hooded
orioles, yellow-billed cuckoos,
black-capped vireos, and summer
tanagers no longer occur in the
same numbers and at some of the
same places where they could be
expected 20 years ago.

More than half of the approxi-
mately 650 avian species that nest
in North America are neotropical
migrants—birds that nest here
and winter in the tropics. They are
key indicators of the health of our
environment, barometers to our
future well-being. If a reading of
the numbers is any indication, the
environment is in trouble all along the
birds’ range.

Tracking the Decline
The decline of North America’s neo-
tropical songbirds first was detected in
the late 1970s. Breeding Bird Surveys
from 1947 through the 1970s in Rock
Creek Park, a national park in Washing-
ton, D.C., revealed that the yellow-
billed cuckoo and yellow-throated
vireo as well as northern parula, black-
and-white, Kentucky, and hooded war-
blers had disappeared. Six other
neotropical migrants—Eastern wood-
pewee, Acadian flycatcher, wood
thrush, red-eyed vireo, ovenbird, and
scarlet tanager—had declined by more
than 50 percent.

Further proof of a decline was pro-

LEFT: A male hooded warbler feeds
its young. This species no longer ap-
pears at some former nesting sites.

NATIONAL PARKS

vided by ornithologist Sydney Gau-
threaux, Jr., who for three years in the
1960s used radar to detect spring mi-
grants along the Gulf Coast. Each
spring evening, migrants depart Mexi-
co’s Yucatan Peninsula and fly 600
miles nonstop across the Gulf of Mexi-
co, arriving in the United States about
20 hours later. Gauthreaux duplicated
his three-year study in the 1980s and
reported migrant numbers at only half
of what they were 20 years earlier.

The painted bunting has declined
across its range and is on Audubon’s
watchlist. Here, a male bathes.

The reasons for the decline of
neotropical migrants are complicat-
ed—encompassing a wide assortment
of causes, including threats at both
ends of the birds’ ranges and at hun-
dreds of resting and feeding areas in
between. Because the vast majority of
North America’s missing and declining
species spent their winters in the trop-
ics, ornithologists initially blamed dis-
appearing tropical forests.

Habitat Lost

Tropical forests have been cut around
the world to accommodate grazing and
agriculture. A 1990 report by the World
Resources Institute revealed that 35
million to 50 million acres were being
destroyed annually and predicted the
complete disappearance of these forests

between the years 2030 and 2045.
Some species of birds require mature
forests to survive. For instance, the
Bachman's warbler, a species that nest-
ed in the southeastern United States
and wintered in Cuba, disappeared
from North America when 95 percent
of Cuba’s forests were replaced with
sugar plantations. Other species can
survive in second growth and in
human-made habitats, such as gardens,
orchards, and coffee plantations that
have a native forest canopy.
Songbirds have been assaulted
by habitat loss and forest fragmen-
tation in the United States as well.
Of 261 US. ecosystem types, 58
have declined by 85 percent or
more, and 38 have declined by 70
to 84 percent. Wetlands have suf-
fered the greatest losses: riparian
habitats in Arizona and New Mex-
ico experienced a 90 percent loss,
and many bottomland hardwood
forests from Virginia to Texas were
lost to agriculture, plantations, and
reservoirs. Many freshwater ponds
and coastal estuaries, which are es-
sential as resting and feeding sites
for migrating and wintering shore-
birds and waterfowl, have been
& eliminated by developments, pol-
g luted by chemicals, and seriously
“ degraded by refuse.
Climate change caused by global
warming is expected to produce addi-
tional threats. Coastal flooding from
sea-level rise can wipe out millions of
acres of feeding and resting sites for
waterfowl] and shorebirds; drier weath-
er in the central prairies can eliminate
essential nesting sites, and the change
of timing of our seasons could be dis-
astrous for migrants that depend on
seasonal food supplies.

NTSEN

Pesticides and Parasites

If our songbird populations continue
to decline, we may very well experi-
ence the “silent spring” that Rachel
Carson wrote about so eloquently in
the 1940s. Her concern then was the
significant loss of American robin pop-
ulations due to pesticide poisoning.
Her warnings galvanized the public in-
to action that eventually led to the ban
of DDT in the United States and Cana-
da. Robins, brown pelicans, ospreys,
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peregrine falcons, bald eagles, and sev-
eral other species affected by DDT and
other chlorinated hydrocarbons even-
tually recovered. But it was too late to
save breeding peregrines east of the
Mississippi River. The only viable popu-
lations of peregrines left in North
America south of Alaska were those liv-
ing in large natural areas, such as Grand
Canyon and Big Bend national parks.
Indiscriminate use of chemical pesti-
cides also has taken a toll in the tropics.
In spite of the 1972 ban on the use of
DDT, countries from Mexico to South
America have continued using pesti-
cides and numerous other long-lived
biocides, many of which are still man-
ufactured in the United States. The most
recent-and most damaging results have
been documented in Argentina, where
as many as 400,000 Swainson’s hawks
have died from ingesting monocro-
tophos, an extremely potent pesticide.
Partners in Flight biologists, supported
by the American Bird Conservancy, who
documented the slaughter, are now

Programs
That Count

A Christmas Bird Count: annual one-
day counts of all birds within |5-mile
circles across North America, during a
two-week period at Christmastime;
contact National Audubon Society,
950 Third Ave., New York, NY 10022.
4 Breeding Bird Survey: annual counts
of all birds detected for three-minute
intervals at 50 stops along pre-select-
ed routes; contact Office of Migratory
Bird Management, US. Fish and
Wildlife Service, Laurel, MD 20708.
A North American Migration Count:
annual one-day census of all birds
within counties throughout North
America taken the second Saturday in
May; contact NAMC coordinator, PO.
Box 71, North Beach, MD 20714.
A Hawk Migration Count: taken at a
few key sites during the fall migration;
contact Hawk Migration Association
of North America, PO. Box 3482,
Lynchburg, VA 24503.

—RHW
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The loss of American robins to pesticide poisoning provided the catalyst for
Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring. Her warnings led to the ban of DDT.

working with the local farmers and
chemical companies to find an appro-
priate pesticide substitute.

Besides chemical poisoning and de-
forestation, scientists realized another
more insidious element was com-
pounding the losses. Studies demon-
strated that fragmentation—which can
be caused by something as small as a
footpath and as large as an interstate
highway—was as much a danger for
forest-dwelling birds as the complete
loss of habitat. This became clear from
Breeding Bird Surveys conducted in
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
in Tennessee and North Carolina—a
park with relatively large tracts of
undisturbed forest. The surveys, con-
ducted from 1947 through the 1970s,
showed that even though overall popu-
lations appeared to be dropping, the
birds nesting in Great Smokies were
maintaining stable numbers.

Scientists looked for a cause. Clues
came from three species that seemed to
have stable wintering grounds but were at
risk on their breeding grounds.

The species included the Kirkland's
warbler, which winters in the Bahamas
and nests in a rather specialized habitat
in Michigan; the golden-cheeked war-
bler, aTexas specialty that winters in rel-
atively stable pine forests in southern
Mexico and Central America; and the

black-capped vireo, which winters in
little-disturbed areas in northern Mexi-
co and breeds in Texas and Oklahoma.
Each bird faced increased parasitism by
brown-headed cowbirds, a species that
deposits its eggs in other birds’ nests.

Brown-headed cowbirds are “edge”
species that evolved on the North
American prairies with bison and vari-
ous grassland birds. They are called
edge species because they tend to feed
and breed along the outskirts of forests.
As forests and woodlands were cleared
for grazing and agriculture, cowbirds
expanded their range all across the
country. And, each time a roadway,
right-of-way, or some other path that
creates an “edge” is cut through a for-
est, the birds’ radius of operation ex-
pands even farther.

Fragmentation has allowed the cow-
bird to parasitize even more species
than ever before. A female cowbird can
produce 30 to 40 eggs per season,
which she deposits in nests of other,
usually smaller, birds; she may even dis-
card eggs or nestlings of her host. More
than 200 species are known to be used.

Ornithologist David Wilcove, using
wicker open-cup nests and quail eggs in
suburban Maryland, found that nearly 95
percent of the nests suffered predation;
similar experiments in Great Smoky
Mountains showed negligible predation.
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Habitats without top-level predators,
such as coyotes, foxes, mountain lions,
and bobcats, support a host of second-
level predators and parasites, such as
house cats and dogs, raccoons, grack-
les, jays, crows, and other nonforest
species. All of these prey upon smaller
species, and like the cowbird, they tend
to concentrate their efforts along the
edges of forests, gaining access to their
prey via developed areas.

Neotropical songbirds are more vul-
nerable to predators and parasites than
most full-time species. Native song-
birds, such as bluebirds, titmice, and
chickadees, tend to have limited migra-
tion ranges, often nest in cavities, and
are able to produce two or more
broods annually. Neotropical song-
birds, on the other hand, usually build

open nests, sometimes on the ground, -

and seldom are able to produce a sec-
ond clutch if the first one is destroyed
by a predator or the parents expend all
of their energy raising cowbirds in
place of their own offspring.

Saving Our Songbirds
Even though the odds may not seem to
favor the survival of neotropical song-
birds, actions taken by land-manage-
ment agencies and private citizens (see:
WhatYou Can Do) could go a long way to-
ward helping these species.

The National Park Service and US.
Forest Service must re-
assess their activities
and redesign many of
their holdings. Areas o
less than 125,000 acres °
are most likely to lose
species. For instance, a
road carved through a
125,000-acre reserve creates
two 75,000-acre plots, in-
creasing the risk of predation by
“edge” species such as cowbirds.
Preservation of long patches of for-
est—or at least long-term rota-
tional cutting that allows second-

Male blue grosbeak.

What You Can Do

RIVATE CITIZENS, whether they
Pare birders or not, can help to

save our neotropical songbirds.
4 Become better educated about the is-
sues; excellent resources are available
a Participate in various monitoring and
conservation programs
a Plant gardens made up of native vege-
tation that provides food for birds year-
round
A Maintain a water source for birds, and
maintain bird feeders that cannot be
used by European starlings, house spar-
rows, grackles, and cowbirds
a Avoid using chemicals on your yards
and fields
a Keep your house cats indoors
a Buy only coffee products marked eco-
ok (to be on the market in early 1997).
This means the coffee is not grown on
cleared, otherwise sterile slopes
a Let your congressional representatives
know you support key conservation
measures, such as the Endangered
Species Act and air and water quality
legislation. Unless you speak out, you

growth forest to reach maturity—is es-
sential. And wildlife corridors or green-
ways, where animals can safely reach
one wild area from another, must also
be developed whenever possible. These
corridors allow animal populations to
mix, enhancing the available gene pool.

Land-management agencies must
participate in programs designed to
protect and monitor wildlife and en-
courage habitat diversity. Among
other things, they must control
exotic plants and animals, use
\ fire as a management tool,
& and reduce mowing
Most important is their
duty to interpret birds
and bird ecology. Al-
though interpre-
tation is often
the first
program
to be cut
when bud-
gets decline, agencies must resist this
tendency. Interpretation is essential to
the success of neotropical songbird re-
covery and to the public’s understanding

cannot be heard
A For major landowners, consider plac-
ing land in a trust program
4 For birders, participate in some of the
sanctioned monitoring and restoration
programs: Christmas Bird Count, Breed-
ing Bird Survey, International Migratory
Bird Day, Hawk Migration Count, Breed-
ing Bird Atlas, Project Feeder Watch,
Monitoring Avian Productivity and Sur-
vivorship (MAPS), and Winter Bird Pop-
ulation Study. (See Programs That Count,
page 32.)
a If you already are involved with a local
or state conservation organization, en-
courage that organization to join and
support the American Bird Conservan-
cy. ABC is a United States-based, not-
for-profit, membership group dedicated
solely to the conservation of wild birds
and their habitats throughout the Amer-
icas. ABC publishes the quarterly maga-
zine Bird Conservation, dedicated to
keeping its readers up to date about all
the issues relating to bird conservation.
—RHW

and support of habitat preservation.

In addition, each park, forest, and
other public area must produce a
checklist of birds, based upon known
records. Fach area also must obtain a
scientifically valid breeding bird popu-
lation baseline for all key habitats, and
these areas must be monitored regular-
ly. Otherwise an avian decline or recov-
ery will not be recognized.

Our efforts must be joint ones; no
individual or organization has the time,
energy, or resources to get it done
alone. Our immediate action can make a
difference. Margaret Mead once wrote:
“Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtfully committed citizens can
change the world. Indeed, it's the only
thing that ever has.”

ROLAND H. WAUER, a member of
NPCA’s Board of Trustees, has written a
series of books about birding in the na-
tional parks. He also leads live bird chats
for NPCA on America Online. The next
two, 9 p.m., ET, March 25 and April 15,
will cover birds of Grand Canyon and
Padre Island national parks, respectively.
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A fatal acadent at Mount

Rainier National Park has
forced the Park Service to
re-evaluate a policy that
allowed relatively inexperi-
enced rangers to serve on
one of the most demanding
mountains in the country.

BY HAL CLIFFORD
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OMETIME ON THE night of Au-

gust 12, 1995, National

Park Service rangers Todd

Otis and Sean Ryan fell to

their deaths on the icy
slopes of Mount Rainier. The accident
happened as they were climbing to res-
cue John Craver, a California moun-
taineer who had broken his ankle in a
fall earlier that day. The rangers were
young—22 and 23, respectively—and
inexperienced, considering the de-
mands 14,411-foot Rainier places on
climbers.

The tragedy was the worst rescue
disaster in Mount Rainier National
Park’s history, yet to some observers,
the accident was the inevitable cost of
doing business in an age when the Na-

tional Park Service is being asked to do
more with less.

Climbing Beyond Their Abilities
Ryan and Otis set out from Camp
Schurman on a night climb, deter-
mined to reach Craver, who was alone
and—they believed—at risk of freezing
to death. They were the park personnel
closest to Craver, and rescue manager
Bill Iarson, at park headquarters in
Tahoma Woods, agreed they should go
immediately.

Ryan, a first-year seasonal climbing
ranger, had 36 hours of rescue training
and had climbed Rainier about ten
times; Otis, a volunteer with the Stu-
dent Conservation Association, had
climbed Mount Rainier once and had
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received 16 hours of orientation.

The rangers’ fall was not witnessed
by others, but a National Park Service
board of inquiry concluded that the
men made a number of technical er-
rors while climbing Emmons Glacier.

Otis was climbing with a maladjust-
ed crampon. After several hours, he ap-
parently stopped next to Ryan to try to
fix the problem. They were standing on
a steep slope, made slick and dangerous
by a band of ice left by a recent storm.
Somehow, one man fell and began slid-
ing down the ice. The other probably
tried to hold him by sinking his cram-
pons and ice ax into the mountain, but
they had 60 feet of slack rope between
them. When the first man reached the
end of the rope, he pulled the second

NATIONAL PARKS
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A climber makes his way along the
Emmons-Winthrop Route at Mount
Rainier National Park.

off the face of the mountain.

Otis and Ryan were eulogized as he-
roes, and in the days following their
deaths, officials at Mount Rainier insist-
ed the two men were experienced and
well-qualified climbing rangers. But as
seasonal employees, not only were they
paid a low wage, without job security
or benefits, they also had no real train-
ing in the rigors of mountaineering on
Rainier, the most heavily glaciated peak
in the lower 48 states.

What training they had came in ori-
entations, one-day sessions, or on the
job. While they undoubtedly per-
formed bravely and to the best of their
abilities, perhaps another important el-
ement was that Otis and Ryan were
simply young, full of adrenaline, and
lacking in the seasoned judgment that
comes with experience. But they were
all the park had—or could afford.

Experience Is Not Cheap

In the aftermath of the fatal accident,
Mount Rainier National Park is at-
tempting to find, hire, and keep skilled
rangers in its seasonal climbing posi-
tions. Doing so is a daunting task, and
one with which many parks struggle.

“Our hands have been tied by a
number of personnel regulations in
reaching some of the really skilled peo-
ple for critical positions,” says John
Krambrink, the park’s chief ranger.
“Mount Rainier has all the snow and
ice challenges of Denali; Mount Everest
expeditions train on Mount Rainier. It
is not enough to have good climbing
skills, like technical rock climbing. You
need to have experience on this moun-
tain to really climb it safely. And we
have not in the past been able to screen
people sufficiently in order to make
sure they have those skills.”

Rangers at vertical parks throughout
the National Park System generally say
they face the same problems:

A More mountaineers are using the
parks, and they are less self-sufficient
a It is easier than ever for climbers to
call for help, thanks to cellular phones
and radios, so demand for rescue and
other services is rising

4 Congressionally mandated changes
in how rangers are compensated have
squeezed budgets that are essentially
flat, forcing managers to cut seasonal
ranger positions

A They cannot pay seasonal rangers
enough.

The one exception to at least part of
this litany has been the nation’s premier
mountaineering park, Denali National
Park in Alaska. Some of the world’s best
mountaineers sign on for rescue duty
at a 14,200-foot camp on Denali’s
20,320-foot peak. “We have the high-
est peak in North America, which at-
tracts not only skilled climbers, but
those people who want to do this kind
of work for a living and prefer to do it
in the best place possible,” says J.D.
Swed, South District Ranger for Denali.

Rangers for All Seasons

Because the technical skills required at
Denali are so specific to the job, Swed
can circumvent the Park Service’s cum-
bersome hiring process to get the best-
qualified people into jobs as climbing
rangers. Most parks, including Mount
Rainier, must hire seasonal rangers off
the top of a “register,” which is a nu-
merically scored rating. Applicants rate
their own skills, and may receive bonus
points for attributes, such as veteran's
status, that have no bearing on their
ability to perform a technical job.

“The people with snow and ice
climbing experience might be well
down in the register and unreachable,”
says Mount Rainier’s Krambrink.

Many of the most experienced work-
ers are interested in full-time, not sea-
sonal, employment. And the pool of
qualified applicants for seasonal, tech-
nical positions—not only mountain-
eers, but law enforcement officers, em-
ergency medical technicians, and scuba
divers—is diminishing.

Attaining full-time status within the
Park Service is something few people
have the time or the patience to endure.
A full-time climbing ranger, says
NPCA'’s Pacific Northwest Regional Di-
rector Phil Pearl, has probably had to
knit together nine or ten “seasonal” po-
sitions before earning full-time status.
“They might work at Olympic part of
the year and then go south and work in
Grand Canyon, linking the seasons to-
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gether to be engaged for a full year,”
says Pearl. “We are not talking about a
large number of people who are so de-
voted to the Park Service that they are
willing to put in nine or ten years
doing this to get a full-time position.”

Curt Sauer, chief ranger at Olympic
National Park in Washington, says, “I
do see a problem recruiting employees
who already have background in back-
country management and taking care

of themselves in the backcountry.” Dur-
ing the summer of 1995, three of
Sauer’s seasonal rangers became lost or
were injured.

“If you want experience and quali-
ty, and you cannot pay for it, you're
never going to get it,” says Peter Lewis,
executive director of the American
Mountain Guides Association (AMGA)
in Golden, Colorado. “The [person]
who has lots of climbing experience
and is a Wilderness First Responder and
has good crevasse experience isn't

The National Park Service plans to change its seasonal hiring policy in an at-
tempt to attract more rangers who are expert at crossing crevasses.
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going to do it for $8 an hour” (As a
seasonal employee, Ryan was earning
about $8.85 an hour; Otis was paid
$10 a day as a volunteer.)

As a result of changes following the
deaths of Otis and Ryan, Mount Rainier
has reclassified the park’s full-time lead
climbing ranger position to pay about
$4,000 more annually. Krambrink says
he would like to be able to hire season-
al rangers at around $12.25 an hour, if
he can find the money. But cost in-
creases, coupled with essentially flat
budgets, have left no significant money
to hire skilled seasonal employees.

“We [haven't had] enough money to
hire an adequate seasonal staff for the
last few years,” Krambrink says. “You're
asking these people to risk their lives,
and they’re being paid less than some
people who are flipping burgers.”

The Park Service also has no money
to train the seasonal employees it hires,
says William Sanders, Ranger Careers
Manager in the Ranger Activities Divi-
sion of the National Park Service.
“What you're asking a seasonal [em-
ployee] to do is essentially self-train
and self-develop, because the parks
have virtually no ability to train them,”
says Sanders, who is developing a new
policy on hiring and paying seasonal
rangers.

Paying to Climb

In an effort to address these problems
and to bolster funding, both Denali and
Mount Rainier began charging climbers
a fee in 1995.

Mount Rainier collects $15 per
mountaineer ($25 for a season pass).
In 1996, the park brought in $82,000,
which paid for nine climbing rangers,
six more than the park could have hired
without the fee. Denali charges $150
per climber, which raises about
$160,000 annually.

Park managers say the fees are neces-
sary because of the increasing number of
mountaineers using the parks. As many
as 10,000 people attempt Rainier’s
summit annually, a tenfold increase from
the 1960s. Many of the newer climbers
know little about the wilderness and rely
on technology to get them out of trou-
ble. Portable telephones give visitors the
impression that help is just a call away. At
Mount Rainier, climbers have used cellu-
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lar phones in lieu of a map. One
climber reached an area in the park
and simply telephoned headquarters
to ask where to go next.

At both Denali and Mount Rainier
national parks, the fees have brought
howls of protest from climbers who
believe they are being singled out
unfairly. “Why not educate the pub-
lic, and keep less experienced people
out of there?” asks AMGA's Lewis.
“[The Park Service is] reacting to a
symptom. If more people continue
to get into the sport and they con-
tinue to take the sport less and less
seriously, five years from now [the
Park Service is] going to come back
and say, ‘Well, Rainier needs 200 sea-
sonals, and they just can’t fund [the
positions].”

But climbers are not responsible
for the majority of search-and-res-
cue costs, according to John E. Jed’
Williamson, a board member of the
American Alpine Club and editor of
the annual book Accidents in North Amer-
ican Mountaineering, the bible of rescue
statistics. “The percentage of search-
and-rescue time in the parks for
climbing is around 7 percent,” says
Williamson, who adds that most
searches and rescues involve hikers,
picnickers, and other visitors.

Although climbers may be respon-
sible for a small percentage of res-
cues, maintaining high-altitude
equipment is not cheap. Denali, for
instance, has a high-altitude rescue
helicopter on call to the tune of 5
$240,000 a year.The park also main- %
tains medical and ranger support at %
14,200 feet. -

Park officials say one of the dan-
gers in charging a use fee for climbing
is that the less experienced moun-
taineers, who already view technology
as paramount to experience, may per-
ceive the fee as “rescue insurance.”
Some foreign climbers, who are more
accustomed to paying for this sort of
insurance, may also view the fee as a
rescue guarantee. In Europe, for in-
stance, private rescue insurance
promises a speedy helicopter evacua-
tion from almost anywhere in the Alps.

Some mountaineers suggest that
both climbing fees and the services
they are used to support should be
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TOP: Rescue workers at Denali Na-
tional Park change oxygen bottles
for an overcome climber. ABOVE: A
climbing ranger makes his way
through a crevasse at North Cas-
cades National Park.

eliminated from the national parks al-
together. Michael Kennedy, the publish-
er of Climbing Magazine, maintains that
the National Park Service should close
its permanent high camp on Denali, do
away with the standby helicopter, and
prohibit radios among climbing parties
because the equipment fosters a false
sense of security.

Wave of the Future

But Kennedy’s opinion is not shared
by everyone. NPCA’s Pearl believes
fees for climbing are just the begin-
ning, given the cost-cutting mood in
Washington, D.C. He also thinks that
the money could be used more cre-
atively than simply applying it to a
few more seasonal positions.

“The Park Service could use the
funds to pay for two or three full-
time climbing rangers, whose job it
would be to organize and regularly
train teams of ‘volunteers,” he says.
“Those volunteers could be called
upon at any time to help in a rescue
and would be paid for the time they
are involved in that rescue. It would
be similar to a rescue squad under
the supervision of a paramedic. The
Park Service wouldn't be paying for
the rescue team full-time, but the
team would be trained and ready at
a moment’s notice.”

Rainier’s Krambrink predicts that
“entrepreneurial” behavior by park
managers, including charging user
groups such as climbers, will spread
to other parks. In fact, with author-
ization from Congress, the National
Park Service is increasing entrance
and use fees at 47 sites this year. The
Park Service hopes to use the money
to improve recreation services and
make infrastructure repairs.

Such fees may be necessary if new
policies on hiring and paying season-
al workers are put into place, which
could happen as early as this summer.

These changes are, in the end, a
reaction to the symptom of a larger
problem—a lack of funding to the
Park Service in general. Ryan’s and Otis’
tragic accident should serve as an alarm
that the Park Service does not have the
money to pay for research, manage nat-
ural resources, or fix potholes—Iet
alone direct cellular-phone-carrying
climbers without a map.

If the parks are to find ways to pay
for services the public wants, that may
mean charging for them.

HAL CLIFFORD is a Colorado writer and
the author of The Falling Season: Inside
the Life and Death Drama of Aspen’s
Mountain Rescue Team (HarperCollins
1995).
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ESCRIBED BY ONE trav-
eler as the worst trail
this side of hell, the
Chilkoot Trail neverthe-
less attracted thousands
of dreamers rushing from Alaska to the
Klondike gold fields in British Colum-
bia a century ago. The fabled route
weaves for 33 miles over treacherous
terrain from the Dyea tidewater to Lake
Bennett in the Canadian high country.

Once a Native American trade route,
the passage is now preserved as Klon-
dike Gold Rush National Historical Park
in the United States and Chilkoot Trail
National Historic Site in
Canada. Despite its difficult
terrain and severe weather
conditions—which  can
bring snow and sleet dur-
ing the summer and up to
one inch of rain in 24
hours—the trail lures more
than 3,000 travelers each
season with its gold-rush
history and wilderness
scenery.

One of only three glaci-
er-free passages through
the range of mountains
that follow the inland coast
of southeast Alaska, the
Chilkoot served as a vital
link between Alaska and Canada for
hundreds of years before the gold rush
began. But as the 19th century pro-
gressed, more and more prospectors
and adventurers traversed it. They con-
sidered the trail—even though a diffi-
cult and dangerous course—an easier
and more affordable alternative to
other passages.

The Stampede Begins

In August 1896, miners prospecting
near the Klondike River in the Yukon
Territories struck the first rich deposits
of gold. By the next summer, hordes of
gold-hungry people from around the
world began descending on Dyea for
passage to Lake Bennett. From the lake,
travelers could sail to the Yukon River for
a 500-mile journey into Klondike coun-
try. (Today, Dyea, which is near Skagway,

LEFT: The Chilkoot Trail is a chal-
lenging hike, but the history and
scenery make the effort worthwhile.
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Thousands of prospectors
followed the Chilkoot Trail
from Alaska to the Klondike
gold fields in Canada. The trail,
which today offers hikers a
glimpse of history, celebrates
its centennial this year.

BY JEANNIE WOODRING
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The Chilkoot, once a Native American
trade route, was a vital link between
Alaska and Canada for years.

is a destination for cruise ships.)

Few gold seekers came prepared for
the rigors of the Chilkoot. Even today,
the stretch from Dyea to the summit
crosses the rain-swollen Taiya River,
twisted underbrush, and steep slopes
including a 45-degree-angle, boulder-
covered stretch known as the “Golden
Stairs.” The trail from the summit to the
lake poses similar obstacles. Rain
storms smack the route from summer
through fall, and deep snow covers the
high elevations most of the year.

A century ago, winter snowstorms
buried the trail, and travelers succumbed
to hypothermia and avalanches. Those
who survived faced further threats of
starvation, illness, and sometimes de-
spair or even murder at the hands of fel-
low prospectors whose nerves were
strained to the limit by dreams of gold

and the realities of the trail.

But the promise of riches won out
over fear. During the winter of 1897—
1898, an estimated 20,000 to 30,000
people—stampeders—passed through
Dyea to attempt the Chilkoot.To control
the crowds, Canada’s North West Mount-
ed Police set up a checkpoint at the sum-
mit in February 1898 and enforced a
“ton of goods” rule. To enter Canada,
each traveler had to bring enough sup-
plies to ensure a year’s survival in the
rugged north. The combined load of
food, tents, and equipment could
weigh as much as 2,000 pounds.

To support the growing
number of prospectors, a
network of communities
offering everything from
freight-hauling services to
saloons blossomed along
the trail. Finnegan's Point,
nearly five miles into the
trail, contained 75 tents in
the fall of 1897, along
with a blacksmith shop,
saloon, and restaurant.
Canyon City, eight miles
from Dyea, had a popula-
tion of 1,500 by May
1898 and included 24
businesses. Sheep Camp,
nearly four miles from the
summit, became known as the “City of
Tents.” At its peak in 1898, Sheep Camp
boasted more than 50 businesses and
8,000 stampeders.

From the summit north to Lake Ben-
nett, stampeders found more towns
and tent cities. Lindeman City, on the
shores of Lindeman Lake, where pros-
pectors built boats and set sail toward
Lake Bennett, held 4,000 residents in
1898. The spring of that year found
nearly 20,000 stampeders in Bennett
City, trail’s end for the Chilkoot and the
nearby White Pass Trail from Skagway.

The overwhelming flood of human-
ity took its toll. Old-growth trees fell to
the ax to fuel wood stoves and to build
houses and foundations for roads. In
late May 1898, the crowd at Bennett
cut down enough trees to build 7,000
to 9,000 boats to cross the lake and
travel down the Yukon River.

Even today, leftover equipment and
supplies litter the trail, evoking those
prospectors who, either broke or dis-

ED KING
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CHILKOOT Continued

heartened, abandoned their dreams
ot \lriking it rich.

Boom, Bust, Renewal

Traffic over the trail stopped in
1899 when the White Pass and
Yukon Route Railway extended a
rail line from Skagway to Lake
Bennett. Practically overnight, the
boomtowns vanished. From Dyea
to Bennett, entrepreneurs left be-
hind hundreds of empty buildings
and tons of scattered, rusting
equipment.

For the next 60 years, nature re
claimed the Chilkoot. Since
road reached Dyea until 1948,
only a handful of hikers sought
out the trail; even fewer struggled
through the entire journey.

The trail was abandoned but
not forgotten. As early as the
1930s, Skagway residents sought
to preserve their gold-rush her

no

itage, even sending the idea of a
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national park to the National Park
Service (NPS).

In May 1961, the state of Alaska
organized a work party to clean
up the trail. By 1963, state crews
had cleared to the summit, built
cabins at Canyon City and Sheep
Camp, and installed a cable bridge
across the Taiya River.

By 1967, both NPS
Canadian counterpart, Parks Cana-
da, came forward to retrace gold-
rush footsteps. NPS proposed a
plan to manage the trail, part of
the White Pass route, and a few
acres in Skagway. In 1976, Con-
gress passed a bill establishing
Klondike Gold Rush National His-
torical Park, which besides the
trail includes a small site in Seattle,
Washington, where prospectors
began their journeys to Alaska.
Parks Canada acquired parts of the
Chilkoot Trail area and additional
historic sites in Dawson City and
the Klondike gold fields.

The Yukon Territorial Govern-

and its
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LEFT: St. Andrew’s Church overlooks
Lake Bennett, from which travelers
began boat trips to the gold fields.

ment in Whitehorse also embarked on
restoration efforts. In 1968, Canada set
up a work camp for prisoners at Linde-
man City, and the crews began to clear
the trail toward Bennett and back to-
ward the summit. By 1969, the entire
Canadian half of the Chilkoot lay open.

By the early 1970s, the original trail
had been reconstructed into a 33-mile
route. Along the passage, work crews
created ten designated campsites and
set up historical markers. The parks
agencies also established a shared man-
agement plan.

Park rangers worked out of stations
at Dyea and Sheep Camp on the Amer-
ican side and at Lindeman City on the
Canadian side. They patrolled the trail
to maintain the campsites, ensure
preservation and hiker safety, and offer
historical perspectives.

Hikers responded enthusiastically to
the restoration efforts. By the mid-
1970s, as many as 1,500 people visited
in a summer, says Christine Hedge-
cock, park warden for Chilkoot Trail
National Historic Site and a 21-year
veteran of the trail’s restoration efforts.

Today’s hikers, Hedgecock notes,
number more than 3,500 in the sum-
mer months and “include families of
three generations.... And our hikers are
a very international group.” Statistics
for 1996 show that 40 percent of the
hikers are American, 40 percent are
Canadian, and 20 percent are from
other countries.

Preservation Remains a Challenge
More than 50,000 hikers have com-
pleted the trail in the last 30 years, ex-
ceeding the number of gold-rush
prospectors who crossed the Chilkoot a
century ago. Despite the vigilance of
both park services, this new stampede
presents a preservation challenge.
Though federal, state, and provincial
laws prohibit removal of artifacts from
the trail, hikers sometimes walk away
with historic relics—such as old tools,
clothing, or household items. These
thefts hamper the efforts of both park
agencies to complete cultural resource
surveys along the historic corridor and

NATIONAL PARKS

rob everyone of a piece of history.

But even conscientious hikers take
their toll. Hard hit by heavy rains and
winter winds and snow, the fragile
countryside along the trail is easily
eroded by the tread of hiking boots.
“The damage to the trail hasn’t been
deliberate,” says Clay Alderson, super-
intendent for Klondike Gold Rush Na-
tional Historical Park, “but where we

A SNOWSLIDE
RECION; i\

THE TRAIL
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Reminders of the Klondike gold rush,
and the hardships it caused, are
found all along the trail.

used to have three-foot mudholes, we
now have five-foot mudholes.”

Besides theft and erosion, land-own-
ership issues and budget cuts pose
challenges for park managers. Native
Americans and Canadian First Nations
have made claims to areas surrounding
the trail—owned by the state of Alaska.

The Park Service operates the trail on

FRED HIRSCHMANN

N
£ <
=
w
40
4
€0
5 e
[

a memorandum of understanding with
the state, private claimants, and the city
of Skagway so that the public has the
right of passage along the Chilkoot,
says Alderson. When passing through
these private holdings, hikers en-
counter NPS signs warning them to
stay on the trail.

To cope with the prospect of fewer
government dollars to maintain the re-
mote trail, which requires ongoing
bridge rebuilding and reconstruction,
the park agencies have debated using
permits to limit the traffic and estab-
lishing fees to pay for maintenance and
resource protection. In 1996, Hedge-
cock says, Parks Canada surveyed previ-
ous users of the trail and found that
many said they would be willing to pay
for the experience.

And so, this year hikers traversing the
Chilkoot will encounter both fees and
permits. Parks Canada has initiated a
limit of 50 people a day crossing the
summit. Hikers will pay $35 per per-
son to use the Canadian section of the
trail as well as a $10 reservation fee.
Parks Canada will use money collected
from fees to maintain designated
campsites along the trail.

To date, NPS has not begun a fee sys-
tem but requires hikers to obtain a free
permit at the Dyea ranger station be-
fore starting out on the trail. “I think
we do need to watch closely the fee and
limit systems that Parks Canada is im-
plementing and see whether or not we
will be using a similar system on our
portion of the trail,” says Alderson.

The fee system pales when com-
pared with the ton-of-goods rule en-
countered by prospectors a century
ago. Yet, like their predecessors, today’s
hikers still travel a tough trail, see lush
scenery highlighted by different eco-
systems, and enjoy the camaraderie of
an international crowd as well as a fresh
glimpse of gold-rush history.

“Finishing the Chilkoot is one of the
most difficult things you could ever
do,” says Alderson, who has hiked the
trail ten times. “But the scenery and
historical sense make this one of the
most premier hiking experiences I can
imagine.”

JEANNIE WOODRING, a writer living in
Alaska, hiked the Chilkoot in 1996.
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The Parks Want You

Don your work clothes, roll up your sleeves, and
volunteer at your favorite park.

BY M. KATHERINE HEINRICH

ORNING FOG LOOMS in the Marin

Headlands north of San Francis-

co Bay. A dozen bleary-eyed vol-

unteers double-check their sup-

plies and load into vans for the
long haul across the Golden Gate
Bridge, through the Presidio, and past
the lengthy stretches of Ocean Beach to
Sweeney Ridge.

After nearly an hour’s drive through
the southern reaches of Golden Gate
National Recreation Area (GGNRA), a
now-animated crew layered in colorful
gear tumbles out at the day’s first pro-
ject site. A cold drizzle fails to dampen
the lively banter among the volun-

teers—students, teachers, and retirees
hailing from Britain, Germany, Japan,
and the United States.

Led by Judd Howell, a research sci-
entist with the US. Geological Survey’s
Biological Resources Division (former-
ly the National Biological Service), the
crew divides into teams and descends
into the scrub below the ridge to check
live traps. Dozens of shrews, voles, and
deer mice are weighed and tagged as
other volunteers check track plates for
footprints left by these and larger ani-
mals. In the afternoon, teams plot tran-
sects and survey the vegetation in the
area, warily noting the prevalence of

Volunteers scan the horizon for bison at Yellowstone National Park in
Wyoming and Montana.They are collecting information for the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service.
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poison oak. Later that evening, crew
members enter data into a geographic
information system (GIS) under the
supervision of Marcia Semenoff-Irving,
a USGS Biological Resources Division
scientist and GIS expert.

With the help of scores of Earth-
watch volunteers over the last six years,
the USGS scientists are completing a
wildlife inventory at GGNRA, a 76,000-
acre urban park with high concentra-
tions of endangered species. In a time
of maintenance backlogs and budget
shortfalls across the National Park Sys-
tem, volunteers are pitching in on crit-
ical projects that would otherwise be

A crew of volunteers walks toward
a work site near Everglades Na-
tional Park in Florida.
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A volunteer at Big Bend jots down
information for a research project.

left undone. Through Earthwatch and
other nonprofit organizations and the
National Park Service's own Volunteers
in Parks program, thousands of people
of all ages are contributing vacations
and other time to the legacy of the Na-
tional Park System.

Volunteer Vacations

For a new twist on the working vaca-
tion, consider the American Hiking So-
ciety’s (AHS) Volunteer Vacations. If you
have a week or two to spare, AHS will
put you to work rehabilitating and
building trails through some of our
most spectacular parklands. This year
crews will take to the trails in Canyon-
lands National Park in Utah, Pictured
Rocks National Lakeshore in Michigan,
Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve in
Kansas, and other national parks across
the country.

Trail work is challenging, exhilarat-
ing, and rewarding. A typical day will
begin by 9 a.m. with raking, shoveling,
clearing brush, trimming branches, or
building and maintaining drainage
structures. The day ends by 4 p.m. with
a return to base camp, which might be
a primitive backcountry site, an im-

M. KATHERINE HEINRICH, news editor of Na-
tional Parks, spent two summers as an SCA
volunteer.
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Magnolia Bluff

IS not

a local

poker ploy.

Even seasoned travelers can't be
expected to know every little place
worth seeing in the Pacific Northwest.
Let Gray Line, the Northwest travel
experts, show you the most famous
spots in Seattle, British Columbia, the
Canadian Rockies or Alaska. You'll
even see some local favorites, like
3~DAY TOURS FROM

$129

Gray Line of Seattle

A DIVISION OF HOLLAND AMERICA LINE-WESTOURS

Magnolia Bluff, the ultimate place to
view the Seattle skyline or catch a
Puget Sound sunset. Call today and book
one of our 3 to 11-day package tours.

1-800-426-7505

AT “I". TAX NOT INCLUDED

Send for your free guides to all the mountain trails,beach boardwalks
and historic passages of Virginia. Call 1-800-2484833 and ask for Ext.
W41. Or write Virginia Tourism, Dept. W41, Richmond, Virginia 23219.
Or, we'd love for you to visit us on the Internet at http://www.virginia.org.
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proved campground, or a bunkhouse.
The remainder of the afternoon is free
for solitary rambles, photo excursions,
or a dip in a stream.

Volunteer Vacations are offered
spring through fall. No previous expe-
rience with trail work is required. Vol-
unteers must be at least 18 years old
and fit enough to hike five or more
miles a day. Individual projects are
rated for degree of difficulty.

For a complete schedule of projects
for 1997 and details about the pro-
gram, send a self-addressed, stamped
envelope to: AHS Volunteer Vacations,
PO. Box 20160, Washington, DC
20041-2160.This information can also
be found on AHS's World Wide Web
site: http:/ /www.orca.org/ahs/ . Volunteers
are responsible for a $65 registration
fee, personal gear, transportation to and
from the project site, and, in some
cases, food expenses.

Earthwatch

The national parks are living laborato-
ries replete with incomparable botani-
cal, archaeological, and wildlife re-
sources. Earthwatch gives the layperson
a rare opportunity to contribute to the
scientific body of knowledge about the
parks by working alongside renowned
scholars conducting research in parks
across the nation.

Join Rolf Peterson, a wildlife biolo-
gist whose celebrated study of the
predator-prey relationship of wolves

Volunteers help the Park Service
to remove non-native species.

MARCH/APRIL 1997

8
= |
x
4
<
>
Z
o
-


http://www.virginia.orgJ
http://www.orca.org/ahs/

For

other charitable interests.

uture enerations

By remembering NPCA in your will or trust, you can leave a legacy that
lasts far beyond your lifetime, enriching the lives of future generations of park lovers

Since 1919, NPCA has worked tirelessly to preserve priceless and irreplaceable
treasures within the National Park System. One of NPCA's founders, Stephen
Mather, and others of his generation had the foresight more than 75 years -
ago to take action to help save these sites that we all enjoy today.

When NPCA considers the task of preserving the parks for future
generations, we know that charitable bequests from wills and other
individual estate plans will play a vital role in future funding,.

Perhaps you are giving all you feel you can afford on an annual
basis but would like to do something extraordinary for your children,
grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. If so, we encourage you to take
the time to make a will and include a bequest for NPCA among your
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For a copy of our booklet, “How To Make A Will That Works,”
please return this coupon or contact:
Jessie Brinkley * National Parks and Conservation Association
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W. * Washington, DC 20036

(800)628-7275, ext. 130

Name
Address
City
State

Zip

and moose in Isle Royale National Park
dates to 1958. Volunteers search for
moose bones in remote stretches of the
ecologically isolated park, located off
the Michigan shore in Lake Superior.
The bones yield clues about a moose’s
age and health. These data, correlated
with research on the wolf population
and Isle Royale’s flora, have led to new
theories about the role of a predator in
the food chain.

Earthwatch volunteers support park-
based research by assisting scientists
and scholars with data collection and
analysis, and by underwriting the cost
of the project. One- to two-week Earth-
watch expeditions will be conducted
this year in six other national parks, in-
cluding Big Bend and Everglades. The
cost for each participant ranges from
$595 to $1,395. Contributions cover
volunteers’ food and lodging in addi-
tion to a share of the research expenses.
Participants are responsible for travel to
and from the research site.

Membership in Earthwatch, $35 a
year, is a prerequisite. Volunteers must
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be at least 16 years old; an 87-year-old
woman holds the record for participat-
ing in 44 expeditions. For information,
write to: Earthwatch, 680 Mt. Auburn
St., Watertown, MA 02172; or call
(800) 776-0188 or (617) 926-8200.
Details are available on the Earthwatch
web site: http:/ /www.earthwatch.org.

SCA

You need not be a student to volunteer
through the Student Conservation As-
sociation’s (SCA) Resource Assistant
program, but you should have a signif-
icant amount of time on your hands.
Most of the positions last three months
and span the busy summer season. You
must be at least 18 years old to apply;
each year SCA places volunteers of all
ages in hundreds of positions in parks
nationwide. This summer, SCA volun-
teers will tackle projects ranging from
backcountry patrol in Gates of the Arc-
tic National Park in Alaska to staffing a
museum on Little Cranberry Island in
Acadia National Park in Maine.

SCA and the host park cover volun-

teers’ basic expenses. A travel grant cov-
ers the least expensive form of trans-
portation to and from the area. Partici-
pants also receive a food allowance of
about $100 every two weeks. Each park
provides volunteers with housing. Ac-
commodations vary from tent camps to
trailers to dormitories.

Each January, SCA releases a catalog
of volunteer opportunities available for
the summer and fall. A catalog of posi-
tions beginning in the winter and
spring is available in July. To receive a
catalog and application, send $1 to:
SCA, PO. Box 550, Charlestown, NH
03603-0550. Contact SCA at this ad-
dress or at (603) 543-1828 for more
information about the Resource Assis-
tant program and other volunteer op-
portunities, including programs for
high school students and urban youth.

Volunteers in Parks
The Park Service's Volunteers in Parks
(VIP) program deploys volunteers in
virtually every unit of the National Park
System. Last year about 77,000 VIPs
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worked more than 3 million hours, de-
voting time and talent worth more than
$30 million to the parks.

Retired couples serve as campground
hosts, teachers present outdoor educa-
tion programs, and history buffs lead
interpretive tours. Volunteers maintain
park infrastructure and provide visitors
with park information. Many VIPs work
in a park in their neighborhood, while
others travel across the country to
spend the summer months working in
a favorite park away from home. While
some work full time, others work sea-
sonally, or a few hours a week or
month. Some volunteers devote their
weekends to the park, while others staff
facilities during the work week.

The 374 units in the park system
present a wonderful variety of volun-
teer opportunities.

To receive a VIP information package,
which includes a brochure, an applica-
tion, and a list of parks and their ad-
dresses, write to: VIP Coordinator, NPS

continued

Director of Interpretation and Educa-
tion, Suite 560, PO. Box 37127, Wash-
ington, DC 20013-7127. Contact the
VIP coordinator at the park or parks at

which you are interested in volunteer-
ing. A separate application describing
your skills and interests should be sub-
mitted to each park. -~

Revolutionary "2-in-1"

TRIMMER/
MOWER™¢

Takes the place of both your hand-held

trimmer and steel-bladed mower!
The DR* TRIMMER/MOWER"™
rolls “light as a feather” on two BIG
WHEELS! TRIMS far easier, better,
more precisely than hand-held
trimmers. Plus MOWS everything
from whole lawns (even wet!) to
tough, waist-high growth with ease! "
Rocks, roots, stumps, etc., do it no
harm because the "DR*" has no
steel blade to bend or dull. Perfect
for ALL mowing and trimming  #
around smaller properties,
vacation homes, elc.,
or for finish-up
mowing and trim-
ming after riding
mowers on larger
parcels. A delight

for anyone to use!

MADE IN USA

lhuul lhg Runluuun‘lr\ I)R TRIMMER/MOWER l
:lndudlnL prices of Manual- and Electric-Sta runi_

1 Models, “Off-Season™ Savings now in effect, and 30- |
1 Day Risk-Free Trial. !
1 Name B o
1 Address B NP 3
'( ity State ZIp

|lu COUNTRY HOME PRODUCTS", Dept. 2256 1
IL Meigs Road, P.O. Box 25, Vergennes, VT 05491 l

' OUTDOOR CAREERS!
IN CONSERVATION! |

Professional-level home study course prepares you
for one of today’s most important career fields

cover the management and conservation of wildlife, forests,
wetlands, fisheries, grasslands, oceans, soil, crops, and
much more. Do what you love—and get paid for it!
For free literature, send or call 24 hours a day.

FREE LITERATURE:

800-223-4542

Phone ( )

Name

Address

City _ State __ Zip

THE SCHOOL OF CONSERVATION

PCDI, 6065 Roswell Road

Dept. NNC 442, Atlanta, Georgia 30328

Train now to qualify for an exciting, worthwhile future.
Start an exciting, rewarding career in the great outdoors,
without the hassle and hustle of an ordinary desk job.

You’ll graduate in only a few months, professionally
trained for an exciting career preserving our
environment and natural resources. Be a
technician or specialist in a park, preserve,
forest, nature conservancy, research project,
range, agriculture project, environmental
program, wildlife sanctuary, or other area.

l

|

|

|

I

|

|

|
|
I Learn at home, at your own pace. Easy-to-follow lessons
i

|

i

|

|
I~

|

I
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What Sort of Future!

FORUM

The actions we take now—or neglect to take—will

determine the quality or even the existence of the

National Park System of tomorrow.

VIRGIL G.

INUTES BEFORE Congress ad-

journed in early October, it

passed the Omnibus Parks and

Public Lands Management Act

of 1996, better known as the
omnibus parks bill. The subsequent
signing of the bill into law by President
Clinton successfully capped years of ef-
fort to protect im-

ROSE

tury. Beginning a new century is a rare
event for short-lived humans. It is a
psychological milepost that allows us
to stop and look back at how far we
have come. More important, it offers
the chance to think about where we
want to go. For NPCA, the approach of
a new century has encouraged us to

in history. On this path looms the pos-
sibility of the park system’s demise. In
this scenario, our country becomes
more and more crowded and the de-
velopment pressures on national parks
grow to unprecedented levels. One by
one, the parks are cut off from the na-
tional system. Many of them are closed,

sold to private inter-

portant pieces of our HERE THE \W gy HERE, THE. - \1‘i y
heritage, such as Tall- SDLENAI?CQ oF ey NA'T'IONNAL PARK

y . OR NATIONAL. ¢ SERVICE.
grass Prairie National PARKS WAS FIcST WAS FOUNDED

Preserve in Kansas,
the Presidio in San
Francisco, and the
route of the Selma to
Montgomery  civil
rights march in Al-
abama.

The omnibus
parks bill, which
contained more than
60 provisions affect-
ing 41 states, was
easily the largest
public lands bill of
the decade. NPCA’s

HERE N
THEY WERE SoLD il

M\ AND DEVEIOPED

{  ests. Of these, some
.“ are logged or mined
///,’//1,/”;“ or dammed: Others
M| are turned into re-
M creational theme
parks. For instance,
Gulf Islands Nation-
al Seashore sprouts
water slides and
bumper cars.

A much brighter
path leads to the sec-
ond possible future.
Here, similar forces
Plicee are at work, but with
very different re-
sults. As more and
more undeveloped

members, who con-
tributed so much to the bill's success,
should feel a great sense of accomplish-
ment. Even as we celebrate, however, we
should realize that much hard work lies
ahead.

In three years, we will find ourselves,
ready or not, hurtling into the 2 Ist cen-

VIRGIL G. ROSE is chairman of NPCA’s
Board of Trustees.

NATIONAL PARKS

begin charting a course that will help
steer the national parks through what
we see as the dangerous shoals of the
future.

As NPCA board chairman, I see two
possible visions for the National Park
System in the next century. One vision
leads us down a dark path where peo-
ple are allowed to exploit our national
treasures for a relatively brief moment

DOUGLAS MACGREGOR places are threat-

ened, our national parks are recognized as
increasingly rare and valuable. People
embrace the wisdom of enhancing their
quality of life through preservation of
pristine open spaces. Careless or
thoughtless natural resource exploitation
for short-term profit is relegated to the
history books where it is studied as a
prime example of social self-mutila-
tion. At the same time, our cultural
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Spring Catalog Guide

Optic Catalog ]

Binoculars, Spotting Scopes,
Tripods & Outdoor Accessories

Jﬂg

© y/ f
Optie Outttters

Eagle Optics
716 S. Whitney Way
Madison, WI 53711
(608) 271-4751

BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES &
OUTDOOR ACCESSORIES

Comprehensive optic catalog and discount price list on
complete line of visual optic equipment and outdoor
accessories. Guide on how to select the right equip-
ment. Complete information & specifications on all
major brands. Information: (800) 289-1132. FREE.

Send for your FREE catalogs through reader service at pages 16 & 17!

Just one or two weeks

can make a difference.

Join an Earthwatch expediion fo study fimber wolves
in Minnesoto, save rainforests in Mexico, build solar
ovens in Kenya... 150 leading scientists need your help
for 1-2 week research projects. Expediions in national
parks and world-wide! Tax-deductible contributions
support research and cover expenses.

No experience necessary

EARTHWATEH

1.800.776.0188 or
www.earthwatch.org o
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EDWARD R. HAMlLTON

-u- ...( cwyvzr
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Save up to 80% on recent publishers’ over
stocks, imports, reprints—quality hardcover
books starting at $3.95. And now, save 30% or
more on a huge selection of current books and
best sellers. Over 60 subject areas: Nature,
Travel, Wildlife, Biography, History, the Arts
and more. America’s biggest bargain book se
lection. Free catalog from Hamilton, Dept. 4569,
Falls Village CT 06031-5000.

A Circle number 17 on the Reader Service Card

SAVE 35-70%
SIERRA

TRADING POST

SIERRA TRADING POST

ave 35-70% off name-brand outdoor dothing and
chmpmcn(- Every Day! Save on names like Duo-

fold, Kelty, Lowe, Raichle, Sierra Designs, Nike, Mer-
rell, New Balance, Columbia, Spnruf USA and many
more... Satisfaction is always Guaranteed! Call 1-800-713-
4534 and fax 1-800-378-8946. 5025 Campstool Rd.,
Dept. NP0497, Cheyenne, WY 82007. FREE CATALOG.
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Tough Traveler

From Mountain Hikes to Daily Life, Tough Traveler®
KidSYSTEMS™ Child Carriers Are The Best You Can Get
Also, True Internal Frame Packs & Technical Sleeping
Bags For Young Hikers. U.S.A.-Made, Filly™ and
Caper ™. Web: hutp://www.toughtraveler.com. At Hik
ing & Baby Stores & Mail Order. 1-800-GO-TOUGH.

Quality Outdoor Gear and Clothing Since 1938

FREE GEAR CATALOG for hiking, camping, climbing
and other outdoor activities. REI offers high-quality
gear and clothing, competitive prices, friendly service
and 100% satisfaction guaranteed. Call 1-800-426-
4840 ext. N7030 or write: REI, Dept. N7030, Sumner,
WA 98352-0001
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‘F ORUM continued

parks become more and more trea-
sured as the events they commemorate
recede farther into the past. This is the
future that NPCA wants to help bring
about through its 2 1st Century Project.

NPCA plans to compile a list of ideas
that can be completed or at least start-
ed by the year 2000. Although the ef-
fort is still in its early stages, it will
stress education, inspiration, and advo-
cacy projects that benefit the national
parks. The 21st Century Project recog-
nizes that while America needs to look
ahead to the next century, we also need
a secure link to our past. We need the
historic context that the National Park
System provides.

I believe that in the 2 1st century our
national parks can benefit us in ways
that they never have before. For the
parks to play that role, however, we
must first ensure their survival. And
then, we have to help them function as
effectively as possible. That is the defin-
ing feature of NPCA's new 21st Centu-
ry Project.

I write this column with the hope
that our descendants 200 years from
now will be inspired by the existence
of a firm social and political commit-
ment to the growth and health of the
National Park System. Our commit-
ment to our natural and cultural her-
itage will be a symbol of our love for
future generations.

If we are going to achieve a revolu-
tion in how the national parks are per-
ceived, we need to start building con-
sensus now. Briefly, we must begin to
answer a few basic questions: What are
our eternal values? How will we each
take responsibility for our own actions?
What do we want to pass along to our
descendants seven generations from
now?

Any attempt to describe “eternal”
values is bound to be loaded with pit-
falls. Nevertheless, I would like to sug-
gest a couple that a majority of us
might be able to support.The first value
is the survival of the “family of man,”
which includes:

4 Survival of the self—all people are
fundamentally concerned with main-
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taining their own existence.

A Survival of the family—the en-
durance of the group contributes to the
success of the individual.

A Survival of the species—we all share
a deep, genetic drive to promote the
well-being of the species.

The second eternal value is our
hunger for spirituality—the recogni-
tion that we need truth, beauty, ethics,
and art. Naturalist and writer John
Muir said it best: “Everybody needs
beauty as well as bread, places to play
in and pray in, where nature may heal
and cheer and give strength to body
and soul alike.”

This last concept has historically
been the one most favored by the land
conservation movement, and through
it conservationists have gained a great
deal. The National Park System itself is
largely the creation of that spiritual
ethic. Unfortunately, we have neglected
to emphasize the “family of man.”
That oversight has cost us dearly, as the
success of the Wise Use movement
demonstrates.

How can we correct our error? First
and foremost, we must communicate
that the health of the environment, and
especially our national parks, is a mea-
sure of how well we have fulfilled our
obligation to our descendants. That
obligation requires us to preserve the
richness of life with which our world
is blessed. Clean air and clean water,
wild places to renew the spirit and sat-
isfy the soul.... These are not luxuries,
or niceties we can live without. They
are vital requirements for life—for us,
for our families, and for those who will
come after us.

NPCA’s 21st Century Project has al-
ready received dozens of promising
suggestions from members, staff,
trustees, and outside contributors. We
will implement them with the under-
standing that ultimately history will
judge us by our actions, not by our in-
tentions. The 21st Century Project is
designed to put into action a strategy
that will provide a strong foundation
for parks into the 23rd century and be-
yond. Our children’s children will have
a National Park System which is an in-
strument to ensure the survival of the
family of man and nourish its need for
spirituality. -

NATIONAL PARKS

COMING UP

National

Amphibian Decline
Vanishing Cultural
P arks Treasures

Escalante and
the Antiquities Act

The Outer Banks of
North Carolina

“The Yosemate, the Yellowstone, the
Grand Canyon are National
Properties in which Every
Citizen has a Vested Interest;

They Belong as Much to the Man of
Massachusetts, of Michigan, of Florida,
as They do to the People of California,
of Wyoming, of Arizona.”
g ’22‘3 Stephen Tyng Mather,
Stephen Mather (foreground) pictured with First National Park Service director (1917-1929)
Yellowstone Superintendent Horace Albright i 'a NPCA Toundar

(right), c. 1920

Stephen Mather was among a handful of visionaries who were the
national parks’ first trustees. Now NPCA invites you to advance your role
in protecting the parks through membership in a growing group...

TrRUSTEES For THE PARKS

The members of this special society accept a unique responsibility as guardians of the national
parks, playing a key role in NPCA’s urgent grassroots, land protection, advocacy, and educa-
tion initiatives. Membership, which comes with exclusive privileges, is conferred through an
annual contribution of a thousand dollars or greater.

To receive information about Trustees for the Parks membership and benefits send in this
coupon, or phone (800) 628-7275, ext. 145.

NAME

ADDRESS -

CITY/STATE/ZIP o PHONE

Contact: Nancy Sturm, Associate Director, Trustees for the Parks,
National Parks and Conservation Association
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20036, (800) 628-7275, ext. 145
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BY SARAH D. WEES

Tallgrass
Recognition

» On April 9, NPCA will
honor former Kansas Sena-
tor Nancy Kassebaum Baker,
Secretary of Agriculture Dan
Glickman, Rep. Jan Meyers
(R-Kans.), and Sen. Pat
Roberts (R-Kans.) for their
successful efforts in estab-
lishing the Tallgrass Prairie
National Preserve in the
Flint Hills of Kansas. NPCA
board members Dolph Si-
mons, Jr., and Robin Winks
are co-chairing the dinner
tribute committee, and all
proceeds from the event
will go to support Tallgrass
Prairie National Preserve.
Jim Lehrer of News Hour with
Jim Lehrer is hosting the an-
nual dinner, which will be
held in Washington, D.C.
Former Kansas Senator Bob
Dole, Kansas Gov. Bill
Graves, and Retired Gen.
Colin Powell have been in-
vited to offer tributes to the
honorees.

March for Parks

» Join NPCA’s March for
Parks to celebrate Earth Day
April 18 through 22. More
than 1,000 marches are ex-
pected to take place nation-
ally and internationally.
March for Parks will kick
off National Park Week,
sponsored by the National

50

Park Service. Thanks to the
generous support of our
corporate sponsors, all
money raised stays at the
local level to fund park pro-
jects. NPCA wishes to
thank its 1997 March for
Parks corporate sponsors:
National Sponsors:
Clairol Herbal Essences
First USA
Walking Magazine
Join us and our corpo-
rate Sponsors in supporting
March for Parks, the na-
tion’s largest walking event
for parks and open spaces.
For more information, call
(800) NAT-PARK, ext. 236.
For information on Na-
tional Park Week, taking
place April 21-27, contact
Sue Waldron at the National
Park Service, (202) 208-
5477, or the national park
nearest you.

Survey Says...

» NPCA has received more
than 200 responses to its
park survey (see NPCA
Notes, November/Decem-
ber 1996). The findings, to
date, are as follows:

1. Ninety-eight percent
of respondents believe the
parks need more money.
Forty-three percent think
the money should come
from tax dollars, 79 percent
believe it should come from
higher park entrance fees,
74 percent think corpora-

tions doing business within
the parks should bear the
burden, and 12 percent
would consider another
source.

2. About seven-eighths,
would like to see the Na-
tional Park Service spend
this money on protecting
plants, animals, and historic
objects compared with an
eighth who believe the
funds should be spent on
accommodating visitors.

3. Readers rated the pro-
tection of plants, animals,
and historic objects in the
parks as most “deserving”
of funding. Building new
roads, hotels, and restau-
rants was given the lowest
marks.

4. About three-quarters
believe that cars should be
replaced with public trans-
portation in some national
parks, while a quarter dis-
agreed with this idea.

Alaska Director
Honored

P NPCA's efforts in secur-
ing congressional approval
for a land exchange agree-
ment in Gates of the Arctic
National Park were recog-
nized in a ceremony in the
Eskimo Village of Anaktu-
vuk Pass, Alaska. Alaska Re-
gional Director Chip Den-
nerlein received an award
for his help in developing

and pursuing the agree-
ment, which addresses
changes to wilderness
boundaries, use of all-ter-
rain vehicles for subsistence
(especially caribou hunt-
ing), and public access to
Native-owned lands.

Victory
for Capital
Park

» After more than ten years
of debate, the Washington,
D.C., City Council voted
12-1 against the construc-
tion of a freeway across Na-
tional Park Service lands.
Last November, NPCA Cul-
tural Diversity Manager
Iantha Gantt-Wright joined
more than 90 individuals
and organizations to testify
against the Barney Circle
Freeway before the Public
Works Committee.

The roadway would have
destroyed 19.2 acres of
Anacostia Park, a National
Capital park, and caused in-
creased pollution, noise,
and traffic in the surround-
ing community.

Scenic America

» NPCA is co-sponsoring
Scenic America’s National
Leadership Training Confer-

continued on page 53
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Official 75th Anniversary Sculpture

THE

REAT AMERICAN BISON

R e 3
it '»X SV ¢
RARre N |

o
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Hand-Painted Bronze. Accents of 24 Karat Gold.

The National Parks and Conservation Association presents The
Great American Bison of Theodore Roosevelt National Park,
where it lives safe and protected in its natural habitat. In an
Official 75th Anniversary sculpture authenticated by a minted
medallion, richly coated in 24 karat gold. Crafted in cold-cast
bronze, a blend of powdered bronze and resins that holds all
its compelling detail. Each imported sculpture is painted by

hand. Edition closed forever after
“ 95 casting days.
4 1 SATISFACTION GUARANTEED.
\ f

: If you wish to return any Franklin
Mint purchase, you may do so with-
in 30 days of your receipt of that
purchase for replacement, credit or
refund.

Limited Edition. Just $37.50.

Please mail by April 30, 1997.
The Franklin Mint
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001
Please enter my order for The Great American Bison,
authorized and fully authenticated by The National
Parks and Conservation Association. I need SEND
NO MONEY NOW. I will be billed $37.50* for my
sculpture, prior to shipment.

Plus my state sales tax and $3.95 for shipping and handling
SIGNATURLE
MR/MRS/MISS
ADDRESS
CITY/STATE

TELEPHONE # (

18247-1-001

™




EcoOpportunities

Environmental Careers

Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non-

profit, private, & government employers.Two issues
each month list nationwide. A 6 issue trial

subscription is only $19.50. Subscribe today!

The Job Seeker
DeptNP, 28672 Cty EW, Warrens, Wi 54666

NATIONAL PARK JOBS

lable at N | Parks, Forests, and

Rrefioh

¥ are now
Wildlife Preserves. Forestry workers, Park Rangers,

Intriguing and Unique Stationery
You'll really love our envelopes and
stationery made from government sur-
plus topographic maps. (Even non-map
lovers are intrigued by our “Ge-
olopes”™.)

A truly inspired recycling idea!
“Geolopes”™ come in various sizes and
meet US.PS. requirements. We guarantee
your correspondents will open the mail
when they see this unique, facinating
item. Very affordable. Free Samples.
New England Cartographics, PO. Box
9369-N, North Amherst, MA 01059,
(413) 549-4124.

concessionaires, + volunteer and government positions avail-
able. Excellent benefits and bonuses! For more information,
call Outside Focus. (research & publishing co.)

(206)971-3622 Ext. N90334

PRODUCTS * GEAR

CAMPING
W&RLD.

America’s favorite place for
RV accessories
& supplies for over 30 years.

Our 27 stores plus round-the-clock
catalog service means
we're always in easy reach.
For a FREE catalog

call 1-800-845-7875
and mention code PJ.

National Parks
rican Experience (Third Edition)

Must reading for

[Runte’s] love for an
national park ideal."— 5/
Review $16 pa

also by Alfred Runte

Yosemite The Embaltied Wildemess
$14.95 pa

Mountaineering in the

Sierra Nevada

Clarence King

Edited with a preface by Francis P. Farquhar
A bona fide classic. $12pa

Al bookslores or from University of Nebraska Press 800-755-1105

52

A Circle number 21 on the Reader Service Card

TOURS * TRAVEL

Discover Pacific Northwest Cruising

1 Week - 2 Weeks
4 Cabins/8 Guests

San Juan Islands
British Columbia

Departs Seattle
Wildlife, hiking, picnics, photography, historical sites,
4-star meals, informal, casual, warm environment.

r— -
For Brochure:
Catalyst Cruises « 515 South 143rd St.
1-800-670-7678. * #112 * Tacoma, WA 98444

A Circle number 22 on the Reader Service Card

&vr‘.‘y‘ xR ‘ ‘
%}:.rh \,.;:\'7“.‘ (i . 13 44
EmTC AN GRS AR
& GLACIERS!

Explore the wonders of A lg';

largest National Park frgm'the comfort
of our first-class contemporary lodge.

KENNICOTF

GLACIER LODGE
1-800-582-5128 .

Box 103940-NP, Anchorage, AK 99510
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WILDERNESS WATERS

Explore Canada’s most spectacular and remote
national parks, rivers and coastlines. Wilderness &
natural history adventures for all ages since 1972.

CANADIAN RIVER EXPEDITIONS
Suite #207, 9571 Emerald Drive, Whistler
B.C., Canada VON 1B9

1-800-898-7238 (604) 9: !

38-6651

d@TH IS¢, ACTIVE WALKING

¢ Q. HOLIDAYS
5 a In areas of natural beauty
. « Weekends & Weeklongs;
6*9 0{; Midwest & Beyond
4 ¥a° Stayin B&B's, Inns, Lodges &
#inG O Small Hotels

Hike some of the most scenic trails on Earth
n

Califomia * Minnesota « New Mexico « Wisconsin
* Smoky Mountains «
FINLAND/ESTONIA « NEW ZEALAND « MEXICO
Call or write for a free brochure
930 Washington St.#1-Earth + Evanston IL 60202-2272

847-869-5745
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ARCHAEOLOGY TOURS

Yampa River Trip - Utah/Dinosaur National Monument
River Excitement, spectacular scenery, archaeology
Ohio Moundbuilders: Explore mounds and earthworks
of the ancient Hopewell culture

Expert archaeologist guides.

The Archoeologicol Conseruancy

5301 Central NE, # 1218 Albuquerque.
NM 87108 (505) 266-1540

See the World at
a First-Class Pace

Distinctive biking, walking,
cross-country skiing & multisport
vacations worldwide. Inn & camping
trips for all abilities since 1979.

For free catalogs, call:
800-GO-ACTIVE or (510) 527-1555

http://www.backroads.com

_A_
BACKROADS.

Active Vacations
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AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
Walkabouts

Nature, Hiking & the Outdoors
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge
stays, and island resorts in New

Zealand's scenic National Parks &
Milford Track; Australia’s Outback,
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef.

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO.

Box 3042-P, Santa Barbara, CA 93130
(805) 687-7282
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ence, “O, Say, Can You
See...Leadership for a
Scenic Century,” to be held
May 11-14 in Baltimore,
Maryland. The seminar,
with keynote speaker
Charles Kuralt, is the second
part of Scenic America’s 18-
month effort to launch a
national scenic conservation
movement made up of citi-
zens determined to stem
obvious deterioration with-
in their communities. For
more information, pleasc
call (202) 833-4300.

Annual Report

» NPCA has released its
1996 Annual Report, and as
NPCA President Paul C.
Pritchard and Chairman
Virgil G. Rose acknowledge

in their annual letter,
“NPCA’s citizen activists,
through their contributions,
calls, letters, and commit-
ment, were able to make a
world of difference.” One
of the main victories for the
organization was the pas-
sage of the omnibus parks
bill which resulted in the
creation of Tallgrass Prairie
National Preserve in the
Flint Hills of Kansas,
NPCA'’s longtime priority.
According to the audited
financial statements for the
fiscal year, 76 percent of
NPCA’s budget goes to its
programs. For a free copy
of the Annual Report, write
to: NPCA, Dept. AR, 1776
Massachusetts Ave., N.W,,
Washington, DC 20036. See
the box at right for NPCA’s
e-mail and Web addresses.

NPCA Online

» NPCA is developing on-
line contents on national
parks for children. Anyone
with a childhood develop-
ment or education back-
ground interested in assist-
ing with this special project
on AOL can contact NPCA
at natparks@aol.com.

A Sign up for NPCA’s
electronic activist list and
receive the ParkWatcherFlash
newsletter by sending a

message to npca(@npca.org.

A Test your knowledge of
national parks with the ed-
ucational trivia contest on
the NPCA AOL site.

A Participate in live chats
with park superintendents
and other experts. For a
schedule of upcoming
chats on birding in the
parks, turn to page 33.

A Help NPCA devote a
greater share of its re-
sources to the parks by
joining or renewing your
membership online.

A To receive NPCA’s free
AOL starter kit, call (800)
NAT-PARK.

e-mail:
natparks@aol.com
AOL keyword: PARKS
World Wide Web:
http:/ /www.npca.org/

EcoOpportunities

Experience .
Alaska

Unique Adventure Vacations

SiINcE 1977

* Denali Nétional Park

£/ NATIONAL PARK

WILDERNESS CENTERS
Premier Natural History
Destinations Since 1952

«The Only Two In-park Lodges
with Mt. McKinley Views

« Naturalist-guided Backcountry Hiking
«In-depth Wildlife Observation
+Northem Studies Credit Courses

907-683-2290
PO Box 67, Denali National Park, AK 99755

A
L
A
S
K
A
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Alaska

*1 to 12-day adventures by sea kayak, raft, canoe
*Glacier Bay, Arctic Wildlife Refuge, Inside Passage,
Noatak & Tatshenshini Rivers, Pack Creek Bears.
ALASKA DISCOVERY
800-586-1911
5449 Shaune Dr. + Juneau, AK 99801
. hitp://www.gorp.com/akdisc htm

FREE BROCHURE

Free 28 page catalog
800-334-8730

ADVENTURES
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AND GRAND TETO
Naturahist quided 1-7 day tours + Wildiife & pho'ogvapmc
safanis * Natural & cultural history * Day hikes/wilderness
walks * Small groups (5-6) + All ages & abilites
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Call for our free brochure!

1-800-SAFARIS

NATIONAL

PARKS

Specially designed walking/hiking programs to

U.S., Europe, New Zealand. Great scenery,

company, food! Call/write for 1997 brochure.
WALKING THE WORLD

\ PO Box 1186-N, Ft. Collins, CO 80522

/ 1-800-340-9255

ICELAND WILDERNESS TRAVEL

Handcrafted wilderness adventures in Europe’s re-
motest wilderness areas. Sea kayak expeditions,
supported treks and project “Wild Nature Missing -
believed drowned” in 1997. Ultima Thule Expedi-
tions, P.O. Box 5153, 125 Reykjavik, ICELAND.
Email UTE@islandia.is http://www.islandia.is/ute

truly unique
7 - 17 day

small group
Jjourneys

* River Adventures

* Sioht

* Sea Kayaking

Tours *Comb nps

* Dog Sledding Trips
For cvlor buckure: (800) 365-T0ST 2904 W. 314 Anchorsge, AK 99517
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MARCH FOR PARKS!

Soft -crown,
100% brushed
cotton twill,
cloth strap with
bronze closure.
One size.
$9.00

1" square hard
enamel
cloisonne
die-struck lapel
pin, smooth

| finish polished
gold background
with military
clutch. $5.00

100%

embroidered

_ 3" square

White 32 oz. with

nonbreakable heat-sealed

sports bottle, backing and

twist cap and threaded
sipping straw BIIGIETA  © Conservafion Associario §
with tip. $5.00 $3.00 — '

SHOW SUPPORT
FOR YOUR PARKS

100% cotton t-shirt, March for Parks on front,
blank on back.
Child: L (ash)
Adult: L, XL (stone-washed blue)

ON

EARTH DAY
1997"

NAME:
STREET ADDRESS:
CITY:

STATE:
Please Note: UPS will NOT deliver to a P.O. Box-Print Clearly!

ZIP:

CALLTOLL FREE

Order by Fax: 207-782-3899
Customer Service:

1-800-285-5582
8 AM-4 PM EST

NAME:

STREET ADDRESS:
CITY:

ITEM NOs.:

SHORT SLEEVE $12.50 1997 MERCHANDISE

IS LIMITED.

ALTERNATE SHIP TO ADDRESS:
To Order: 1-800-285-5582 -

STATE: ZIP:

: ALTERNATE SHIPPING ADDRESS: Please complete this section for each
DAY PHONE: ( ) MON-FRI « NO C.0.D. ORDERS item you wish shipped to an address otr?erctcr,'ar?the SOLD TO address.
ITEM SIZES DESCRIPTION OF ITEM QTY |ITEM PRICE TOTAL
Child's ADULT
LARGE L XL
(] I've enclosed a check or money order for $ SUBTOTAL
payable to Geiger Bros. — - " .
CHARGE TO: JAMEX QVISA 1 MASTERCARD Shipping & Handling (For each address — see chart)
(T T T TTTITITITITTTT] Please add applicable state & local taxes
ACCOUNT #, PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY TO AVOID DELAYS EXPIRATION DATE s
CUSTOMER SIGNATURE AS IT APPEARS ON CARD TOTAL ;
ORDER BY PHONE: 1-800-285-5582 total. Please include a daytime telephone number  please call Customer Service before placing
For the fastest service, call toll-free 8:00 - 4:00  at which we may contact you in case of questions.  your order for the correct shipping charges. SHIPPING & HANDLING
p.m. EST, Monday through Friday. Please have  Mail to: NPCA, c/o Geiger Bros. P.O. Box 1609, RETURNS/EXCHANGES CHARGE FOR EACH ADDRESS:
your credit card ready when you call to provide  Lewiston, ME 04241. Enclose check, money order ~ We will gladly replace any defective merchan- IF ORDER TOTALS ADD )
your account number and expiration date. We  or provide credit card information for VISA, MAS-  dise. Before returning a defective or damaged
accept: VISA, MASTERCARD, AMEX. TERCARD or AMEX. item, please call your Customer Service Repre- $0 - $25.00 $5.00
ORDER BY FAX: 1-207-782-3899 DELIVERY INFORMATION sentative at 1-800-285-5582 for return autho- $25.01 - $50.00 $6.00
Complete the order form as you would for a mail- All orders are processed upon receipt. Expect rization. Claims must be made within 10 days of $50.01 — $75.00 $7.00
in order. Send it to the FAX ORDER LINE any time  delivery within 7-10 days. We will notify you  receipt. If the merchandise you receive is dam- S75.01 3106 00 $8.00
day or night. Credit card orders only, please. promptly of any delay. Some items are drop  aged during shipping, be sure to indicate this in e ' :
ORDER BY MAIL shipped separately. Orders are shipped by UPS  writing on your delivery receipt. For items with $100.00 + $9.00
Be sure to complete the ORDER FORM; including  and require street addresses (no P.O. Boxes, a warranty, please follow the warranty instruc- For AK. Hl & PR, add $8.00
item number, size, description, quantity, price and  Please!) If you require express shipping, tions included with the item ' ’




YOU ARE HERE

Subterranean Splendor

Unusual shields are a hallmark of these caverns,
now part of a national park.
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NE OF THE LARGEST LIMESTONE solution caverns in the western United States, these

caves were discovered in the late 1800s by the man whose name they bear. Des-

ignated a monument in 1922, they are now within the boundaries of a nation-

al park.The caves contain many stalactites and stalagmites that developed over the

centuries from seeping water. Among the formations are unusual shields, found
in few other caves. Have you toured these caverns? What name do they bear? In which
national park are they found? [ANSWER ON PAGE 8.]

NATIONAL PARKS




 THE DRINKING WATER SOLUTION
| SINCE 1928

“Swiss-made Katadyn filters have been
the most trusted water-varmint removers
world-wide for 30 years....its ceramic field
cleans in a flash and lasts longer than any
we've found” -Backpacker

KATADYN®
COMBI

New two stage portable water filter with the
proven, longlasting Katadyn 0.2 micron
ceramic filter which eliminates all bacteria,
combined with an activated carbon
granulate against malodorus and noxious
chemicals, chlorine and iodine.

® 100% bacteria removal
including e-coli, giardia &
cryptosporidium

® 98% reduction of chlorine

¢ field cleanable

® chemical free filtration

The new Katadyn COMBI filter

is @ must piece of equipment for
the world traveler and the
serious backpacker.

 Katadyn'

Katadyn U.S.A., Inc. Water Purification
3019 N. Scottsdale Road, Scottsdale AZ 85251
1-800-950-0808 * http://www.sportsite.com/katadyn



http://www.sportsite.com/katadyn

