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Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award 

Presented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami 
Co., this award recognizes outstanding efforts resulting 
in protection of a unit or a proposed unit of the Na
tional Park System. The award is named in honor of 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who devoted many years to 
preserving the fragile Florida Everglades ecosystem. 

DR. LIANE RUSSELL, the 1992 recipient, led efforts to 
establish the Big South Fork National River and Recre
ational Area in 1974 and to designate the Obed River as 
a Wild and Scenic River in 1976. For 25 years, she and 
the group she formed, Tennessee Citizens for Wilder
ness Planning, have successfully fought off a variety of 
threats to both rivers. Liane Russell 

Stephen Tyng Mather Award 

The Stephen Tyng Mather Award, named for the first 
director of the National Park Service, is presented by 
NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Co. in recog
nition of a government employee who has risked his or 
her job or career for the principles and practices of 
good stewardship. 

WILLIAM K. REILLY, the 1993 recipient, was a leading 
voice for environmental protection within the Bush 
Administration. A former Environmental Protection 
Agency administrator, Reilly blocked several attempts to 
weaken environmental regulations during the 1992 
campaign, including one that would have loosened the 
rules on the development of Alaska wetlands. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company wishes to congratulate the recipients of these awards and thank 
them for the excellent contribution they have made to the protection of our environment. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company has actively supported the efforts of organizations such as 
NPCA for more than 100 years and will continue to work toward the goal of preserving our natural 
resources for future generations. 

William K. Reilly 
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Illicit harvest, page 33 

EDITOR'S N O T E 

In May/June 1989, National Parks ran a 
feature story on animal poaching in the 
national parks. Five years later, we look 
at plant poaching, an equally serious 
and pervasive problem, the extent of 
which has only recently come to light. 
Commercial harvesters and individual 
poachers target parks because they 
harbor healthy populations of plants 
that are in demand here or abroad and 
that fetch high prices on the market. 

Also in this issue, in connection with 
our 75th anniversary conference, we 
present six "park heroes"—people who 
have adopted a park and volunteer their 
time and energy to ensure its protec
tion. The conference, which will be held 
May 18-21 in San Francisco, focuses 
on citizen activism on behalf of parks. 
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COVER: A yellow lady's slipper, by Pat O'Hara. Lady's slippers, primarily an Eastern 
flower, are among the many varieties of plants stolen from parks by poachers. 

Established in 1919, the National Parks and Conservation Association (NPCA)is America's only private, 
nonprofit citizen organization dedicated solely to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the U. S. National 
Park System. 

Life memberships arc $1,000. Annual memberships: $250Guarantor,$l(X)Supporter, $50 Defender, $35 (Contributor, S25 
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donations are deductible from federal taxable incomes; gifts and bequests are deductible for federal gift and estate tax 
purposes. Mail membership dues, contributions, and correspondence to NPCA, 1776 Mass. Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. When changing address, please allow six weeks' advance notice and send address label from your latest issue plus 
your new address. 
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National Priorities 

THE CLINTON ADMIN

ISTRATION recently 
announced plans to 

"downsize" the National 
Park Service (NPS), mean
ing that the agency would 
be restructured and its staff 
reduced. With this and 
other "quick fixes" to the 
federal budget crisis on the 
horizon, it is important to 
step back and examine our national 
priorities. What are we really leaving 
future generations? 

The major government cutbacks go
ing on in Washington are intended to 
reduce the deficit, which was brought 
about by the inability of past Congresses 
and administrations to live within our 
means. Shrinking the deficit is impor
tant and necessary, of course, but it must 
be done with foresight. Above all, the 
National Park Service, and the parks 
themselves, should be viewed in the 
broadest context of the primary, essen
tial roles of the federal government. 

Nowhere does the Constitution say 
that the federal government should 
spend the public's money on the pro
grams promoted by the best-paid lob
byists. On the contrary, the Constitu
tion specifically outlines that the fed
eral government is to assure justice, 
general welfare, common defense, and 
liberty for all citizens. 

As Sunset Magazine publisher and 
later Ambassador L.W. Lane foresaw 
at a 1969 UNESCO conference, if the 
crafters of the Constitution had lived in 

the crowded cities or in the 
polluted landscapes that we 
have today, they surely 
would have added to the 
preamble the right to envi
ronmental quality—a con
cept now called "environ
mental justice" by many na
tional and local leaders and 
elected officials. Any gov
ernment should be judged 

by whether or not it ensures its people 
a healthy environment—clean air to 
breathe and clean water to drink. 

But to suggest that "environmental 
justice" is all people need would be 
short-sighted. A healthy environment is 
much more than clean air and clean 
water. The national parks play an im
portant role in environmental quality 
not only by providing open spaces and 
preserving scenery but by challenging 
us to understand our relationship to 
natural systems and stimulating us to 
remember the meaning and setting of 
our national history. 

A common phrase used to describe 
the legislative process is that Congress 
"works its wisdom" on legislation. We 
at NPCA hope that Congress will work 
its wisdom to closely monitor the 
downsizing process, ensuring that the 
Park Service management trims fat, not 
muscle, in the rush to meet target re
ductions. In this time of budget cuts 
and downsizing, Congress and the ad
ministration must not let the long-term 
values of the nation fall victim to short-
term fixes. 

May/June 1994 

President, NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
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An original sculpture 
by an artist who 
has created works for 
world leaders. 

AMERICAN MAJESTY. An 
exhilarating tribute to our 
heritage and liberty. An American 
masterpiece by Ronald Van 
Ruyckevelt, whose works have 
been presented to such world 
leaders as President Kennedy, 
Queen Elizabeth II and the late 
Emperor of Japan. 

Experience his genius. In a 
sculpture as powerful as the American 
eagle. An original work of art— 
individually handcrafted and hand' 
painted—in imported porcelain of 
exceptional quality. 

AMERICAN MAJESTY by Ronald 
Van Ruyckevelt. A sculpture destined 
for glory. Priced at $195. Available 
exclusively through The Franklin Mint. 

SAT SFACT ON GUARANTEED 
If you wish to return any Franklin 
Mint purchase, you may do so within 
30 days of your receipt of that purchase 
for replacement, credit or refund. 
Shown smaller than actual size of 
15'/z" in height including hardwood base. 

Please mail by June 30, 1994. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 
Please enter my Older for AMERICAN 
MAJESTY, an original work of art In tine 
hand-painted porcelain. 

1 need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
hilled In 5 monthly installments of $39* 
each, with the first payment due when my sculp
ture is ready to be sent to me. 

*Pius my state sales tax and 

a one-time charge of $ 3 . for shipping and handling. 

SIGNATURE 
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR/MRS/MISS 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

ADDRESS AFT.« 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

TELEPHONE « ( ) 

O w n 85087-427-001-8JRN 

The Franklin Mint 

THE LIVINQy SMMBjOL OF OUR N A T I O N ' S F R E E D O M 

A M E\R I G A IN M A J E~STY 
| | R O N A L M lljtf A N R U Y C K E V E L T 



Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
with the names we make available, 
let us know and we will remove 
your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send 
it to us at the address below. 

We'd like to assist you 
with your membership 
concerns! 
• I missed an issue of National 
Parks magazine (please specify) 

• I am receiving duplicate mailings 
(please include both mailing labels) 

• I changed my name or address 
(please indicate your change below) 

• P l e a s e do not exchange my name 

Identification number 

Name 

Address 

City, State, & Zip 

If your membership concern is not 
addressed above, please write or 
call us at 1-800-NAT-PARK. 
Attach the mailing label from the 
latest issue and mail to: 

(Place label here) 

L E T T E R S 

Precautionary or Prejudiced? 
In response to Michael Schuman's let
ter in the January/February 1994 issue 
[about the internment of Japanese-
Americans at Manzanar being racially 
motivated], please be informed that 
many German-Americans were interned 
during World War II at Fort Howard 
in Edgemere, Maryland, near Baltimore. 
Other East Coast states had camps 
where German-Americans were in
terned as well. 

Matilda B. Wolfe-
Waterloo, IA 

While it is true that many German- and 
Italian-Americans were interned during 
World War II, there are marked differ
ences between their experiences and those 
of the 110,000 Japanese-Americans in
carcerated at ten "relocation" camps. Each 
of the estimated 2,000 German- and 
Italian-Americans interned during the 
war was given a hearing by the justice 
Department. If they were unable to prove 
loyalty or disprove an accusation of sabo
tage or spying, they were sent to an in
ternment facility. 

Only the Japanese-Americans were 
believed to be disloyal because of their 
race. None of the Japanese-Americans 
was charged with a crime or given a 
hearing or trial to determine internment. 

—the Editors 

Flying Blind 
I recently read "State Makes Plans for 
Airports in Alaska Parks" [News, No
vember/December 1993], which has 
several inaccuracies. The article deals 
with two airstrips in Denali and Wran-
gell-St. Elias national parks and pre
serves. The first inaccurate implication 
is that Alaska plans to construct "com
mercial" airports. Both airports already 
exist, serving the transportation needs 
of National Park Service (NPS) admin
istrators and local residents. 

Another inaccuracy is that NPS is 
operating the airstrips. NPS has never 

done any maintenance at either airstrip. 
Previous maintenance has been done 
by either local residents or the Alaska 
Department of Transportation (DOT). 
The reason the Federal Aviation Ad
ministration gave the planning grants 
to the Alaska D O T is because the state 
has a legitimate claim to the airstrips. 
Both were in existence long before the 
national parks were formed. 

Carl Siebe 
Anchorage, AK 

NPCA supports the maintenance of the 
two airstrips in question as rural air
strips. NPCA and the National Park 
Service have unwaveringly insisted that 
the state of Alaska does not have the 
right to expand these airstrips in the heart 
of two wilderness parks and that the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
does not have the right to provide the 
state with funds for this purpose. In Feb
ruary, after work under the planning 
grants had been suspended for three 
months, the FAA rescinded the grants. 

—the Editors 

Admonition 
Considering the conflicts that exist be
tween users of off-road vehicles and 
nonmotorized recreationists, I am con
cerned that an ad for Harley-Davidson 
appears in the January/February 1994 
issue. The amount of trash thrown 
overboard by cruise ships raises similar 
concerns about the Holland America 
Line ad. I would hope that NPCA 
would avoid such hypocritical advertis
ing policies. 

David Hatcher 
Boulder, CO 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Or call 1-900-835-6344. Callers 
will be charged 89 cents a minute. In
structions will be given at time of call. 
All calls and letters may be edited for 
length and clarity. 

May/June 1994 6 
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Fall under the spell of the buffalo spirit...a Bradford Exchange 
recommendation that reveals the bond between Indians and nature 

Tomorrow on the snowy plain, Indian braves 
will hunt the great buffalo. But tonight the tribe's 
shaman summons up the spirit of the buffalo and 
asks for a sign of its blessing. And the great beast 
thunders across the sky in reply. 

This panoramic celebration of Indian culture and 
spiritualism by well-known Western artist Kirk 
Randle has now been re-created on a fine porce
lain collector's plate. "Before the Hunt" is a hand-
numbered limited edition that comes with a 
correspondingly hand-numbered Certificate of 
Authenticity, and is fully backed by the Bradford 
Exchange unconditional 365-day money-back 
guarantee. 

All of which makes "Before the Hunt"—priced at 
only $29-90—a magnificent art value. It is issued 
in a strictly limited edition, so to avoid disappoint
ment order your plate today. No need to send 
money now. Just mail the coupon and soon the 
magic of this winter evening in the Old West will be 
yours to treasure forever! 

"Before the Hunt" 
In full color on fine porrcUin 

Shown smaller than actual diameter of H'/, inches 
01«).f The Bradford radiance 

Your Bradford Exchange 
Advantages: 

•A hand-numbered limited-edition 
plate with a correspondingly hand-
numhered Certificate of Authenticity 
•A complete plate story introducing 
you to the artist and detailing the 
significance of this recommenda
tion. 
•The option to list your plate on the 
Bradford Exchange, the world's only 
fuU-service international trading 
center for limited edition plates 
•An unconditional 365-day guaran
tee allowing you to return your plate 
for a full refund of everything you 
have paid—including postage 

•fin-: 13HAi) 1 0 n o E X C H A N G E : 
9345 Mi lwaukee Avenue • N i les . IL 60714 1393 

RECOMMENDING TOMORROW'S TREASURES TODAY 

Y E S . Please enter my order for "Before the Hunt." 
I understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. I will be 
billed $29.90 ' when my plate is shipped. 
Limit: one plate per order. 

Ol W The Bradford Bechance OIWBOK 

Signature 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 
Name (Please Pnnt Clearly) 

Address 

City 

State Zip 

Telephone.( ) 
' Plus a total ot S3 49 postage and handling and sales lax where applicable 
Pending credit approval Edition limited to 95 firing days 

6541-E26391 SCB6W 
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NPCA MAKES PLANS 
To PROTECT PRAIRIE 
This spring, NPCA and the National 
Park Trust announced a plan to pre
serve one of the most significant re
maining areas of tallgrass prairie. 

The National Park Trust, a land 
conservancy founded by NPCA, ac
quired in March an option 
to buy the Spring Hill Ranch 
in Kansas. If the land is ac
quired, it could then become 
a privately owned national 
preserve managed by the 
National Park Service. 

For 30 years, the idea of 
adding Spring Hill Ranch to 
the National Park System has 
had backers inside and out
side Kansas. But until now 
political disputes have always 
blocked preservation efforts. 

The ranch is located in the 
Flint Hills of east Kansas. 
Along with adjoining lands 
in Nebraska and Oklahoma, 
the Flint Hills make up the 
last major expanse of virgin 
tallgrass prairie. 

Tallgrass prairie once 
stretched from North Dakota 
to Texas and from Illinois to 
Colorado. For settlers who 
came upon the vast treeless 
stretches of grass, the landscape was of 
an almost entirely new kind. Some re
ferred to it as "empty prairie" or "the 
great American desert." But many oth
ers recognized its beauty and uniquely 
American character. The six-foot-high 
grass was a lush green in spring, tinged 
with gold and copper by fall. It was 

often compared to the ocean for the 
way it rolled in seemingly endless waves 
all around. 

"While I know the standard claim is 
that Yosemite, Niagara Falls, the Upper 
Yellowstone and the like afford the 
greatest natural shows," Walt Whitman 
said, "I am not so sure but that the 
prairies and plains last longer, fill the 

Tallgrass prairie, which once covered as much as 400,000 square 
miles of North America, has dwindled to 1 percent of that amount. 

aesthetic sense fuller, precede all the 
rest and make North America's charac
teristic landscape." 

Modern scientists are impressed by 
tallgrass prairie's biological diversity. It 
is home to some 650 species of plants 
and animals. Native species include bi
son, pronghorn antelopes, elk, coyotes, 

cougars, and bobcats; birds from eagles 
and falcons to prairie chickens and 
meadowlarks; and, in springtime, an 
abundance of wildflowers. 

But the prairie's richness also proved 
its undoing, as settlers plowed it under 
for agriculture and development. Of the 
perhaps 400,000 square miles of tallgrass 
that once covered North America, only 

1 percent remains. 
The 10,894-acre Spring 

Hill Ranch is one of the last 
unplowed expanses left. It is 
significant also for its build
ings, several of which are 
listed on the National Regis
ter of Historic Places. 

In 1991 the House passed 
a bill to add the ranch to the 
National Park System. But 
the legislation progressed no 
further, as Kansas senators 
cited local concerns about 
federal land ownership. Ef
forts to set up a private foun
dation to preserve the ranch 
also proved unsuccessful. 
The bank that owns the 
ranch meanwhile looked for 
other buyers. 

To guarantee preservation 
of the ranch, the boards of 
NPCA and the National Park 
Trust this spring approved 
acquisition of an option to 

buy it. The trust is now concentrating 
on raising the necessary $4.8 million by 
the June 30 deadline. 

Under the plan, the Park Service 
would manage the land and make it 
open to the public, but the National 
Park Trust would retain ownership. This 
strategy has met with approval even 
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from opponents of the 1991 legislation. 
"The tallgrass prairie is the most dis

tinctly American landform," said Rep. 
Dan Glickman (D-Kans.), sponsor of 
that bill. "There should be a place where 
you can still see it the way it was." 

"It's the only major ecological sys
tem in the country that has not been 
preserved in the park system," said 
Gordon T. Beaham III, chair of the 
NPCA board and a Kansan. "It can be 
a real asset to Kansas and to the world." 

Along with fund raising by the trust, 
the plan will require approval by Con
gress. Members of the Kansas delegation 
are working to craft legislation allowing 
the Park Service to manage the land. 

SENATE APPROVES 
CONCESSIONS REFORM 
A bill to reform the national park con
cessions system cleared the Senate in 
late March by a dramatic 90-9 biparti
san majority. 

"The Senate vote is a victory not just 
for America's national parks but also 
for American taxpayers," said Bill 
Chandler, NPCA director of conserva
tion policy. Concessions reform has 
been NPCA's top priority since 1990. 

Businesses that provide food, lodg
ing, and other visitor services in the 
national parks had gross revenues of 
more than $650 million in 1992. The 
share they returned to the government 
in franchise fees was 2.6 percent. 
Meanwhile, federal budget cutbacks 
have forced national parks to reduce 
staff and cut programs. 

The legislation would increase 
concessioner fees and ensure that the 
funds are returned to parks rather than 
the general treasury. It would end the 
costly public buyouts of concessioner-
financed building improvements that 
have been required when a contract 
changes hands. Large concessioners 
would also be required to compete for 
renewal of their contracts. 

Chandler credited the bill's sponsors, 
Sens. Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.), Robert 
Bennett (R-Utah), and J. Bennett 
Johnston (D-La.), with its success. 

The reform legislation still must pass 

the House of Representatives to become 
law. The House subcommittee on na
tional parks is scheduled to take up the 
measure on April 21. 
iOtaWrite to your representative (U.S. 
House of Representatives, Washington, 
DC 2051?) and ask him or her support 
the National Park Concessions Policy 
Reform Act when it comes to a vote in 
the House floor, likely in early May. 

AGENCIES TAKE O N 
PARK OVERFLIGHTS 
The Clinton Administration announced 
in March it will devise regulations in 
the next year to reduce aircraft noise 
and visual intrusion in national parks. 

The National Park Service and the 
Federal Aviation Administration, pre
viously at odds over the issue, launched 
the joint effort in response to the fast-
growing volume of airplane and heli
copter tours over the parks. "After all," 
Transportation Secretary Federico Pefia 
said, "if we can't enjoy peace and quiet 
in our national parks, where can we?" 

"The vast quiet of national parks, 
which allows distant sounds of water 
and wind and bird song to be heard, is 
as important as the clear air that allows 
spectacular views," said NPCA Presi
dent Paul Pritchard. "Just as we defend 
the parks against air pollution, we must 
safeguard them against noise pollution." 

At the Grand Canyon alone, 42 
companies offer air tours, generating 

Noise pollution from helicopter tours is a 
major concern at Haleakala National Park. 

revenues of more than $100 million an
nually. In 1992, more than 800,000 
people viewed the park from the air, 
nearly twice as many as in 1988. During 
peak summer season, the Park Service 
records more than one flight per minute 
over the canyon. 

The growth in helicopter tours has 
been especially dramatic, exacerbating 
the problems of noise and visual intru
sion, since it means sightseers are spread 
out over a greater number of aircraft. 

The situation is similar at two na
tional parks in Hawaii, Haleakala and 
Hawaii Volcanoes. There are roughly 
60 air tours of Hawaii Volcanoes a day. 
During clear days at Haleakala, heli
copter noise is audible for more than 
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NEWSUPDATE 

• Happy birthday. To celebrate its 
75th anniversary, NPCA is holding 
a conference May 18-21 in San 
Francisco entitled "Citizens Protec
ting America's Parks: Joining Forces 
for the Future." The conference is 
designed to give grassroots activists 
the skills and training to protect and 
enhance park and public lands. For 
information, contact Athan Manuel 
at (202) 223-6722, ext. 221. 

• The winner. At the conference, 
NPCA will present its Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas award to Amy 
Meyer. The award is given each year 
to recognize outstanding efforts that 
result in protection of a national park. 
Meyer was instrumental in the creation 
of Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area in San Francisco and is now 
fighting to preserve the Presidio (see 
page 17). 
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30 minutes out of every daylight hour. 
The volume of flights is also growing 

at many other national park sites, in
cluding Glacier National Park in Mon
tana, Zion National Park in Utah, Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, 
Mount Rushmore, and the Statue of 
Liberty. 

The primary concern is the level of 
aircraft noise, which the National Park 
Service and conservationists consider a 
significant disruption at several parks. 
Additionally, fragile ancient cliff dwell
ings of the Southwest, such as those at 
Mesa Verde and Canyonlands national 
parks, may be threatened by vibrations 
from helicopters. Preliminary studies 
show that grizzly bears, bighorn sheep, 
migratory birds, and other wildlife can 
be harassed and stressed by low-flying 
aircraft. 

More than 40 people have died in 
sightseeing crashes at the Grand Canyon 
in the last eight years. A 1986 airplane-
helicopter crash killed 25 people. 

In 1987, Congress passed a bill to 
limit overflights at the Grand Canyon, 
citing the "significant adverse effect on 
the natural quiet and experience of the 
park" from aircraft noise and "serious 
concerns regarding safety." The legisla
tion set up "flight-free" zones covering 
44 percent of the park. 

But Park Service studies show that 
the law's goal, the "substantial restora
tion of natural quiet," has not been 
achieved. The restrictions have made a 
difference, but the volume of flights over 
the park has doubled in the meantime. 
The studies found that aircraft noise 
spills over into the flight-free zones to a 
much larger extent than was anticipated. 

The Park Service, tour operators, 
and NPCA and other environmental 
groups met at a March conference to 
discuss ways to improve the situation at 
Grand Canyon. 

Through the new regulations, Assis
tant Secretary of the Interior George 
Frampton said, the administration will 
"try to see if we can avoid these kinds 
of issues and problems" at other parks. 

Pefia and Frampton presented a list 
of possible steps, such as incentives for 
use of quieter aircraft; "noise budgets" 
for each park that operators could not 

Hie state of Alaska has attempted to gain control over the road into Denali National Park. 

exceed; expanded flight-free zones; and 
voluntary agreements or federal regula
tions barring flights at certain times of 
day. Many of the same steps are under 
consideration at the Grand Canyon. 

The agencies are accepting public 
comment on the issue until June 16, 
when they will begin work on the new 
regulations. 

Members of Congress have intro
duced several bills that address park 
overflights. "The administration's action 
is a ground-breaking first step," said 
Pritchard. "But since the policies of one 
administration can be reversed by an
other, a long-run solution to the prob
lem will require legislation." 
.its To urge the agencies to prevent the 
situation at Grand Canyon from occur
ring at other parks, send your comments 
in triplicate to the Federal Aviation Ad
ministration, Docket 27643, 800 Inde
pendence Ave., S.W., Washington, DC 
20391. 

STRUGGLE CONTINUES 
OVER DENALI ROADS 
Efforts by the state of Alaska to gain 
control over roads into Denali National 
Park and Preserve took several new 
turns recently. 

The U.S. District Court dealt Alaska 

a setback in its attempt to gain legal 
ownership of the existing road into 
Denali. The state is pushing forward, 
however, with a plan to build a new 
highway through the park. 

Denali is one ot the country's premier 
wilderness parks. It contains Mount 
McKinley, North America's highest 
peak; millions of acres of rolling tundra 
and untouched rivers; and an extraor
dinary abundance of wildlife. The only 
path in and out of the park is a 90-mile 
road along which visitors travel in buses. 
Limiting traffic on the road helps pre
serve the park's wild character, the Park 
Service and NPCA contend. 

"Denali is the top tourist attraction 
in the state because, as visitors travel 
down the road, they can see grizzly 
bears, moose, caribou, and other wild
life," said Chip Dennerlein, NPCA 
Alaska regional director. "What the 
state fails to realize is that this relation
ship of wilderness and wildlife to the 
road and human access is a very delicate 
balance. If you talk about unlimited 
traffic on the road or punching another 
road through the park, you risk strip
ping away the very limitations and con
ditions that make the Denali experience 
possible." 

But the administration of Gov. 
Walter Hickel (I) has joined in a law
suit by the Alaska Independence Party 

in May/June 1994 

i. 



alleging that the state of Alaska rather 
than the National Park Service owns 
the Denali park road. 

U.S. District Judge James Singleton 
ruled in early April that the road is in
deed federal property. The plaintiffs are 
expected to appeal his ruling. 

The state hopes to open the Denali 
road to far more commercial and tour
ist traffic and to encourage resort de
velopment in Kantishna, an area of pri
vate property at the road's terminus in 
the park. 

State officials have told the press that 
gaining access to Kantishna is also the 
motive behind a new road proposal. 
With $1.2 million in federal transpor
tation funds, the state is putting forward 
plans for a highway that would cut 
through the park to Kantishna and end 
300 miles away in the remote town of 
McGrath. 

The road project ignores a variety of 
federal environmental requirements, 
Dennerlein stated in a letter to the 
Alaska Department of Transportation. 
He called it an inappropriate use of 
federal funds. 

Opposition to the project is growing 
in the town of McGrath. The Denali 
Subsistence Resource Commission has 
also taken a position against it. The 
federally authorized council is made up 
of rural Alaskan hunters and gatherers 
who use areas in Denali for subsistence 
and of Park Service officials. They are 
concerned that the new road would af
fect wildlife populations and mean in
creased competition from urban sport 
hunters. 

In March, Secretary of the Interior 
Bruce Babbitt announced the forma
tion of a special committee of the Na
tional Park Advisory Board. Dennerlein 
and NPCA trustees Lowell Thomas, Jr., 
and Neil Johannsen of the state divi
sion of parks were among the 15 citi
zens named to the panel. The council is 
charged with examining and recom
mending answers to long-standing 
problems facing the park. 

The first topics the panel will tackle 
are transportation and access in Denali; 
management of the Kantishna area; and 
recreational development in the south
ern portion of the park. 

SOME CUTBACKS AHEAD 
FOR NATIONAL PARKS 
The national parks are scheduled for 
cuts along with small increases under 
the Clinton Administration's fiscal year 
1995 budget, and more reductions are 
likely under a National Park Service 
downsizing initiative. 

The budget represents "a sound 
overall direction for the parks," NPCA 
President Paul Pritchard told the House 
of Representatives subcommittee on 
national parks in March. 

The p res iden t ' s budge t request 
would boost funding only 0.4 percent 
above 1994 levels, to roughly $1.5 bil
lion. But there would be 6 percent more 
for basic Park Service operations, in
cluding conservation, research, historic 
preservation, and visitor services. 

A 26 percent drop would come in 
the construction portion of the budget. 
NPCA and others have frequently criti-

Land purchases are needed to protect rock 
art at Petroglyph National Monument. 

cized lawmakers' propensity to include 
"pork" projects for their districts in this 
part of the budget. 

A far more serious cut, however, 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S I I 
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NPCA is currently working on more than 60 bills. 

Bill 

Concessions 
reform 
H.R.1493 
S. 208 

California Desert 
Protection Act 
S.21 

Presidio 
H.R.4078 

Presidio 
H.R.3433 
S. 1639 

Old Faithful 
Protection Act 
H.R.1137 

Purpose 

Increases cOflCCSsioni Ices and returns 
them to the park system; establishes 
compet i t ive b idd ing tor contracts; 
reforms possessory interest. NPCA 
supports. 

F.stablishes Mojave Nat ional Park. 
expands Death Yallcv and Joshua Tree 
national monuments, redesignates them 
as national parks, and designates4 million 
acres ot Bureau ot Land Management 
wilderness. NPCA supports. 

Allows portions ol the historic Presidio 
in San Francisco to Ix-sold lorcommercial 
development. N< P A op|x>ses. 

Preserves the Presidio intact and allows 
tor leasing many ol its buildings toollsct 
the cost ol turning it over to the Park 
Sen ice. NPCA supports. 

Regulates geothernial d r i l l i ng and 
pumping around Yellowstone to pre 
vent damage to the park's gevsers and 
hot springs. NPCA supports. 

Status 

The Senate approved S. 208 in late 
March by a 90-9 vote. It now awaits 
action by the House ol Repre
sentatives. 

The Senate Lnergy and Natural 
Resources! Committeeapproved S. 
21 on( >ctober5. A vote by the lull 
Senate is expected soon. 

H.R. 4078 is before the House 
('onimitteeon Natural Resources. 

H.R. 1433 is before the House 
subcommittee on national parks. 
S. 1639 is before the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee. 

H.R. 1137 passed the House ot 
Representatives on November 13. 
The Senate held a hearing on the 

bill in mid-March. 



comes in land acquisition funds for 
parks. These would fall to $45.7 million, 
down 22 percent from last year and just 
over half of the sum the year before. 

There is a total backlog of 355,000 
acres, valued at $1.1 billion, in lands 
that Congress has added to the parks 
on paper but never given the Park Ser
vice the funds to purchase. Over time, 
these lands may be developed or be
come prohibitively expensive. 

Money to buy national park, forest, 
and refuge land comes from the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, which 
consists chiefly of federal revenue from 
offshore oil and gas drilling leases. An
nually, the fund makes $900 million 
available. But since this money has 
regularly been used instead to offset 
budget deficits, there is an unspent 
surplus of $9 billion in the fund. 

This year, NPCA urged the admin
istration to boost LWCF funding for 
the parks to $93 million. This would 
allow purchase of the most critical 
25,000 acres of unprotected lands. 

On the list is Everglades National 
Park. Congress enlarged the park's 
boundary five years ago to help restore 

natural water flow to its troubled 
marshlands, but much of that land has 
yet to be purchased. Hopewell Culture 
National Historical Park in Ohio was 
expanded in 1992 to protect ancient 
Native American earthworks and burial 
mounds. Gravel mining threatens un
acquired sites, however. Prehistoric rock 
carvings at Petroglyph National Monu
ment in New Mexico are at risk as fast-
growing Albuquerque spills over park 
boundaries. 

The budget would also bring changes 
in Park Service staffing. It includes $24 
million to increase pay scales for NPS 
employees, move long-term temporary 
workers to full-time status, and other
wise improve conditions. Pritchard 
praised the move, saying, "For more 
than a decade, the Park Service's work 
force has been among the most under
paid and demoralized in the federal 
government." 

The recent announcement of plans 
to downsize the Park Service has raised 
concerns, however. Regional offices 
would likely be consolidated and lose 
as much as 25 percent of their staff. 
(See page 4 for more on this subject.) 
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AGREEMENT ABOUT ATVS 
To EXPIRE THIS YEAR 
An agreement that would end years of 
conflict over all-terrain-vehicle (ATV) 
use in Alaska's Gates of the Arctic Na
tional Park and Preserve requires con
gressional approval by December 1994. 

This proposal expands on a draft 
agreement between the Nunamiut Es
kimos, who use ATVs in the park, and 
the National Park Service that was set 
to expire in December 1993. Under that 
agreement, NPS would have removed 
wilderness status from nearly 74,000 
acres of land, allowing ATV use there. 
In exchange, the Nunamiuts would have 
agreed to permanent limitations on ATV 
use in other areas. NPCA opposed the 
initial agreement because it did not ad
dress the loss of wilderness acreage and 
character and did not have a provision 
to monitor and protect the terrain from 
ATV use. These problems are resolved 
in the new version of the agreement. 

Hunters from Anaktuvuk Pass, a 
Nunamiut village surrounded by the 
park, use ATVs for access to subsistence 
areas in the summer. Although tradi
tional subsistence hunting in the park is 
authorized by NPS and supported by 
NPCA, ATV use as a means of access is 
not. "We support contemporary sub
sistence activities, but ATVs are a 
problem," said Chip Dennerlein, NPCA 
Alaska regional director. "They can se
riously damage the land." 

ATVs have either six or eight wheels 
and weigh up to 2,000 pounds fully 
loaded, often causing damage to fragile 
arctic tundra. However, since the Nun
amiuts are the area's original inhabit
ants, NPCA recognized the need for a 
communal approach to this issue. 

At the urging of NPCA and other 
environmental groups, the legislative 
authorization deadline for the agree
ment was extended by one year. NPCA 
also proposed a joint management pro
gram for Anaktuvuk Pass and NPS to 
evaluate and control the effects of ATV 
use on park wilderness. This program 
is "a cooperative solution to a complex 
problem," said Gates Superintendent 
Steve Martin. "The parties will take ac
tion to make sure that any negative ef-

0 l994CaH6maDN»onofT(xrtni 
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A new agreement may resolve friction over all-terrain vehicle use at Gates of the Arctic. 

fects [of ATV use] will be mitigated." 
To make up for the deauthorized 

wilderness, the agreement called for 
56,825 acres of Native-owned and ex
isting parklands to be designated as 
wilderness, reducing the net loss of wil

derness to approximately 17,000 acres. 
To mitigate this loss, 41,000 acres of 
land adjacent to the park have been 
identified for management as wilder
ness under the proposed legislation. In 
addition, Native corporations have 

agreed to relinquish development rights 
on some lands adjacent to the park. 
Natives would also guarantee access 
across their lands to hikers or dog-
sledders. Legislation approving the 
agreement is expected to be introduced 
in Congress this spring. 

"We are starting down a road of co
operative management between the 
Nunamiuts and the Park Service," 
Dennerlein said. "This is the only long-
term answer for Gates of the Arctic, 
and it will have lessons for other park 
units in Alaska." 

—Kim A. O'Conncll 

STRIP MINING PROPOSED 
AT BORDER OF PARK 
NPCA and Middlesboro, Kentucky, 
filed a petition in February to prevent 
strip mining on the edge of Cumberland 
Gap National Historical Park. 

They are concerned that the view 
from the park's main overlook will be 
badly scarred and that the town's 
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Strip mining threatens Fern Lake (center), part of the view from Cumberland Gap NHP. 

drinking water will be contaminated. 
Appolo Fuels, Inc., applied several 

days earlier for permission to strip mine 
214 acres of land above Fern Lake, a 

scenic body of water on the Kentucky-
Tennessee border. 

Fern Lake is central to the park's 
most popular view, from Pinnacle 

Overlook, a peak that stands next to 
the Cumberland Gap itself. Native 
Americans knew of the gap, an opening 
in the Appalachian range. But the 
mountains blocked settlers from mov
ing west until Daniel Boone marked out 
the passageway through the gap in 1775. 

"Stand at Cumberland Gap," histo
rian Frederick Jackson Turner wrote, 
"watch the procession of civiliza
tion...and the frontier has passed by." 

Fern Lake and its watershed supply 
Middlesboro with drinking water. Tests 
show the water to be remarkably clean 
and clear in an area where mining has 
polluted many other lakes and streams. 

Strip mining would denude the 
slopes sur rounding Fern Lake and 
nearby streams. As well as being clogged 
by the resulting erosion, the water could 
be polluted by acids and heavy metals 
draining from the mined area. 

NPCA and Middlesboro are peti
tioning the I I.S. ()ffice of Surface Mm 
ing in Knoxville to declare the Fern 
Lake watershed unsuitable for mining 
under federal law. 
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We gratefully acknowledge these indi
viduals and their recent support of NPCA's 
park protection programs. 
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"Federal law allows surface mining 
based on acceptable risk," said Don 
Barger, NPCA Southeast regional di
rector. "It also provides for the fact 
that in certain situations an otherwise 
acceptable risk is unacceptable." 

"Standing at the gap through which, 
as Frederick Jackson Turner said, the 
frontier passed, is something that de
serves to be left unspoiled," said Tom 
Fitzgerald, director of the Kentucky 
Resources Council. "Congress has rec
ognized that mining is only one of a 
number of possible land uses, and there 
are cases in which it has to give way to 
higher and better uses. Clearly this is 
one of those cases." 

The petition has cleared early ad
ministrative hurdles. A preliminary 
hearing to gather public comment is 
scheduled for April. 
t/bbWrite to the U.S. Office of Surface 

Mining (530 Gay Street, S. W., Suite 500, 
Knoxville, TN 37902, attention Willis 
L. Gainer) to ask that the Fern Lake 
watershed he declared unsuitable for 
mining. 

BILL WOULD PUT 
PRESIDIO UP FOR SALE 
Legislation before the House of Repre
sentatives would dismantle and sell for 
development much of the Presidio, a 
1,500-acre scenic and historic Army base 
in San Francisco. 

The Presidio has been an active mili
tary base since 1776. Its historic build
ings, forested land, wild coastal bluffs, 
and spectacular views led Congress to 
decide in 1972 that the site would be
come part of the National Park System 
if it were ever phased out of military 
service. The Presidio is now one of many 
bases across the country scheduled to 
be closed. Under the 1972 legislation, it 
will be turned over to the National Park 
Service in September. 

"The Presidio is a national treasure," 
said Dale Crane, NPCA Pacific North
west regional director. "Keeping it in
tact is not only the clear intent of the 
1972 law but is the least that such a 
remarkable site deserves." 

Under the Park Service plan, many 

of the buildings would be leased to non
profit groups. This would allow the 
Presidio to become a global center for 
environmental and international issues. 
It would also raise funds to offset the 
cost of operating the site. Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi (D-Calif.) has introduced a bill 
that would set up a public benefit cor
poration to administer the leases. Cali
fornia Sens. Barbara Boxer (D) and 
Dianne Feinstein (D) are sponsoring a 
companion bill. 

But another pending piece of legis
lation, authored by Rep. John Duncan 
(R-Tenn.), would leave only 200 acres 
in the hands of the Park Service. Much 
of the rest would be sold. Duncan wants 
the city of San Francisco to make zon
ing changes allowing private resort de
velopment on those lands. 

"Ideas for making the conversion as 
economical as possible are welcome," 
said Crane, "but dismembering the 
Presidio and turning it over to develop
ers is not." NPCA and other environ
mental groups are working to prevent 
passage of the Duncan bill. 
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9 Day Escorted tour from $1049*Twin 
featuring: Albuquerque • Santa Fe • 
Sandia Peak Aerial Tram • Taos • Durango • 
Mesa Verde National Park • Aspen • Vail • 
Denver • Glenwood Springs • Pike's Peak 
'Per person, land only, double occupancy 

For more information call 1-800-717-9191 
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REGION ALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 
Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 

As at Denali (see page 10), a road runs 
from the border of Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve into an area 
of private land at its heart. At Denali, 
traffic must be controlled to protect 
major wildlife populations in the valleys 
along the road. There are not the same 
concerns over the McCarthy road in 
Wrangell, which passes through rugged, 
mountainous terrain, remarkable more 
for its scale and vast views. Another 
difference is that the state owns a 100-
foot right-of-way along the road. 

The road is deteriorating and be
coming increasingly dangerous. There 
also has been a lack of communication 
among the Park Service, the state, 
landowners, and environmental groups 
about replacing the road. The small 
community of McCarthy in the park 
wants the road's historical and wilder
ness character preserved, a view NPCA 
shares. Dennerlein is proposing a co
operative planning effort. 

HEARTLAND 

Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
NPCA went to court this spring to pro
tect timber wolves and bald eagles in 
Voyageurs National Park, Minnesota. 
The battle is over snowmobiling in ar
eas of the park that shelter the animals, 
both on the endangered species list. 

The Minnesota United Snowmo-
bilers Association, representing 260 
snowmobile clubs, filed suit in U.S. 
District Court earlier in the year against 
the National Park Service and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Upon Fish 
and Wildlife's recommendation, the 
Park Service last year barred snow
mobiling in some bay and shoreline ar
eas of Voyageurs that provide wolf and 
eagle habitat. NPCA is intervening in 
the lawsuit on the side of the agencies. 

The Park Service has announced it is 
withdrawing Voyageurs from consider
ation for federal wilderness designation. 
The move is part of another controversy 
over snowmobiling at the park. 

The Park Service has had plans for 
several years to build a snowmobile trail 
across the park's 100,000-acre Kabeto-
gama Peninsula, identified as a potential 
wilderness area. In 1990, NPCA, the 
Voyageurs Region National Park Asso
ciation, and other groups filed suit 
against the plans. They asserted that 
Park Service policy prohibits motorized 
vehicles in wilderness areas or areas 
under consideration as wilderness. 

A 1991 court order required the Park 
Service to propose suitable areas in the 
park for wilderness status. It did so but 
sought to create a "nonwilderness" strip 
along the trail. More recently the Park 
Service has been considering dropping 
the snowmobile trail. But after Minne
sota legislators met with NPS Director 
Roger Kennedy, the agency decided to 
instead drop the wilderness. 

NORTHEAST 

Bruce Craig, Regional Director 
Sterling Forest is a 30-square-mile area 
on the New York-New Jersey border, 
surrounding the Appalachian Trail. An 
hour's drive from Manhattan, it pre
serves a wooded landscape of steep 
ridges and valleys, with scenic streams, 
wetlands, and lakes—habitat for ani
mals from black bears to rare butterflies. 

The land has been private property 
for 200 years, but its owners have left it 
mostly untouched and open to the 
public. Now a consortium of foreign 
insurance investors plans to develop it. 
Their proposal includes 14,000 hous
ing units along with 8 million square 
feet of commercial, office, and light in
dustrial space. 

NPCA, the affiliated New York 
Parks and Conservation Association, 

and a wide range of national and local 
groups are working to shift Sterling 
Forest to public ownership so that it 
can be preserved. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
At a March conference NPCA helped 
sponsor, U.S. and Canadian officials and 
researchers discussed preserving the 
North Cascades, a mountainous region 
on the Washington-British Columbia 
border, as an international park and 
special management area. It would join 
North Cascades National Park on the 
U.S. side and two adjoining provincial 
parks in Canada. No boundaries have 
yet been proposed, however. 

Roughly 200 people protested the 
conference, voicing concerns over pri
vate property rights. "The notion ex
pressed by some of the demonstrators, 
that the idea shouldn't even be dis
cussed, stunned me," said Crane. He 
also noted that the park concept deals 
only with public lands. 

Several scientists described the need 
for better international coordination to 
ensure a future for salmon, lynx, and 
grizzly bears in the area. Others de
scribed the benefits that land protection 
can have for local economies. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Terri Martin, Regional Director 
The course of the "great Western road 
giveaway" will likely be decided soon. 
New Department of the Interior regu
lations on right-of-way claims across 
public lands under an 1866 law, Revised 
Statute 2477, are due out shortly. 

Individuals and officials across the 
West and Alaska claim that dirt roads, 
jeep tracks, or even trails and dogsled 
routes give them highway rights-of-way 
under the law across national parks and 
other federal lands. They also assert the 
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right to develop them into paved roads. 
Reagan Administration policy en

couraged the right-of-way claims and 
required little by way of proof to estab
lish them. NPCA and other conserva
tion groups hope the new regulations 
will set much tighter standards. 

Members can write to the NPCA 
Rocky Mountain Regional Office, Box 
1563, Salt Lake City, UT 84110, for an 
update and information for writing to 
the Interior Department on the issue. 

SOUTHEAST 

Don Barger, Regional Director 
Interstate 75 crosses Big Cypress Na
tional Preserve as it travels west across 
Florida. As it does so, it bisects some of 
the last habitat for the endangered 
Florida panther. Fewer than 40 panthers 
are believed to exist in the wild. 

The Army Corps of Engineers is 
considering permits to build three rec
reational access points into Big Cypress 
from the highway, which is otherwise 
fenced off from the preserve. As now 
planned, the points would provide new 
access for off-road vehicles. NPCA is 
calling for the necessary studies, prior 
to any construction, to prevent habitat 
disruption that would further decrease 
the panther's chances for survival. 

SOUTHWEST 

Dave Simon, Regional Director 
The U.S. Army has proposed testing 
anti-missile defense weapons in the vi
cinity of Canyonlands National Park in 
Utah, El Malpais National Monument 
in New Mexico, and seven other 
Southwestern national parks. In one of 
the test routes under consideration, 
booster rocket debris would be dropped 
on El Malpais from missiles launched 
at Fort Wingate, New Mexico. In an
other, the 1,100-pound boosters would 
fall in the Canyonlands area. 

NPCA's Southwest and Rocky 
Mountain offices are arguing against the 
plan because of the road closings and 
park evacuations it would require; the 
potential for wildfires; and concerns 
about damage to wildlife, rock forma
tions, and delicate desert ecosystems. 

Ifs amazing 
what comes out 

of this box! 
Knife blades. Screwdrivers — both flat blade c 
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our bigger SwissBucks, like the Work-Man® 
shown here. It's 4%" long when closed, and the 
3'/2-inch main clip blade locks open for safety 
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""""I all to you, then pick the one that 
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F O R U M 

Designing for 
Diversity 

Ethnic minorities are largely absent from most major national 
parks, a problem the Park Service is working to correct. 

By Jack Goldsmith 

by bus. The Bureau of Land Manage
ment (BLM) stated in its Recreation 
2000 report on California that Asians 
and Latinos had a lower than average 
rate of participation in wildland out
door recreation activities. 

Although an accelerating movement 
for ethnic diversity in the park system 
has begun with some encouraging plans 
and programs, much more is needed. 

We are not achieving the goals of 

As with the famous 
desegregation case, the 
problem for the parks is 

one of integration. 

the National Park Service (NPS) if the 
treasures of the park system are not 
being enjoyed by all elements of soci
ety. The troubling imbalance has per
sisted long after a policy was imple
mented in the 1960s to boost a variety 
of public services and to add urban sites 
such as Gateway National Recreation 
Area in New York and New Jersey. The 
policy's intent was to make parks more 
accessible to lower-income people and 
other underrepresented groups. 

NPS may be feeling some pressure 
to address this issue now. By the year 
2000, b i r ths of African-American, 
Latino, and Asian children will make 

up half of the total number in the United 
States, according to Americans Out
doors: The Legacy, The Challenge, a re
port by President Reagan's Commission 
on Americans Outdoors, released in 
1987. Immigrants, the poor, and racial 
minorities are concentrated—nearly 60 
percent of blacks and 53 percent of 
Latino residents—in urban areas, mak
ing them an important populat ion 
served by urban parks. Opening urban 
units such as Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area was an attempt to ex
pand services. And today, Golden Gate 
is one of the most heavily used urban 
parks in the country. 

Impressive urban centers also were 
established in 1962 at the Frederick 
Douglass National Historic Site in 
Washington, D.C., and in 1980 at the 
Martin Luther King, Jr., National His
toric Site in Atlanta, Georgia. They were 
created in part to reach out to groups 
that did not have the opportunity to 
exper ience the desert , forest, and 
mountain parks. 

The King birth home in Atlanta be
came the third most popular historic 
site in the system, behind only the Statue 
of Liberty and Independence Hall. The 
King site has a number ol African-
Americans on staff and a large share of 
African-American visitors. But one long
time Park Service employee said he was 
not satisfied with minorities being pri
marily represented in specialized at
tractions and not the "mainstream" 
parks as well. "It sounds just like sepa
rate but equal to me." 

That comment resonates with par
ticular strength when one considers that 
the Park Service this year opens the 
Brown v. Board of Education National 
Historic Site in Topeka, Kansas. 

As with the famous school desegre
gation case, the problem for the parks 
is one of integration, incorporating all 
aspects of experience and history. This 
is not to denigrate the value of the spe
cialized sites, because they provide a 
valuable dimension to the system. But 
they are not the same as offering full 
access to the largest and most popular 
and renowned natural attractions. Why 
did this happen? 

Grand Canyon, Yellowstone, and 
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(NPS) has a proud history of 
welcoming special groups to 

the parks. Visitors older than 61 carry 
Golden Age Passports that remove en
trance fees. People with disabilities have 
benefited from enormous improvements 
in access, and foreign tourists are likely 
to find brochures written in their native 
languages. O u r national parks host 
Sunday services for several religious 
denominations, as well as programs that 
draw equestrians, bicyclers, shutterbugs, 
even wine tasters. 

But one segment of U.S. society is 
still largely unseen at the national trea
sures their tax dollars help to maintain: 
ethnic minorities. 

Studies show overwhelmingly that 
America's fast-growing black and Latino 
populations are effectively absent from 
major parks. In a nation that is 12 per
cent African-American, Texas A&M 
researchers found in 1992 that only 0.4 
percent of Yosemite's visitors arriving 
by car and 3.8 percent of those arriving 
by bus were black. 

At Grand Canyon National Park in 
Arizona, African-Americans accounted 
for 1.5 percent of those who arrived by 
car and 2 percent by bus, and the rep
resentation of Latinos was not much 
better. In a state with a large Latino 
population, this ethnic group accounted 
for 4.7 percent of visitors traveling by 
car and 1.4 percent of those traveling 



other famous parks are isolated from 
the great population centers that better 
reflect the nation's demographic mix. 
But geography may not be the domi
nant bar to minority participation. For 
example, a 1993 University of Arizona 
survey of four national monuments in 
Arizona found that fewer than 2 per
cent of visitors were Mexican-Ameri
cans, compared to 87 percent Anglos. 

And Yosemite is less than six hours' 
drive from California's two mammoth 
metropolitan areas and lies near the San 
Joaquin Valley and its huge Latino 
population. Yet, a 1992 university sur
vey found that only 3.6 percent 
of Yosemite car tourists and 4.5 
percent of its bus tourists were 
Latino. 

In the park system's early 
days, visitation was confined to 
a select group. Former chief of 
interpretation William Everhart 
wrote that the expense of travel 
meant that Yellowstone during 
its first 50 years "catered largely 
to the first-class trade, and the 
park became a semiexclusive re
sort for the wealthy." 

And when the pool of visi
tors began to expand with the 
proliferation of automobiles, a 
still-raging debate ensued over 
maintaining the pristine nature 
of the wilderness versus broad
ening access. 

Staffing at parks may also influence 
visitor patterns. Minorities simply do 
not see themselves mirrored in Park 
Service employees. Like the rest of the 
federal government, NPS has been 
wrestling with how to provide a work 
force that, as President Clinton says, 
"looks like America." Well-established 
public policy calls for affirmative re
cruitment programs. Overall, however, 
staffing levels have remained fairly static 
while employees handle swelling crowds 
of tourists with growing lists of de
mands, ranging from law enforcement 
to environmental protection. 

Park rangers are paid substantially 
less compared to professionals in other 
federal agencies. The combination of 
low pay, minimal turnover, and the on
going budget crunch has hindered the 

goal of making the staff more represen
tative. And so far, the Park Service has 
been unable to develop effective strate
gies to advance minorities on the career 
ladder, despite substantial efforts. And 
the specter of staff reductions in the 
Department of Interior threatens to 
create an even greater logjam in recruit
ment and promotion. 

Fixing these problems is hampered 
by insufficient research. Additional 
studies are needed that focus on cul
tural travel and recreation patterns. Is it 
simply a matter of being "too poor to 
go"? Lots of middle- and working-class 

minorities travel widely—except to na
tional parks. For example, it is quite 
common for African-Americans from 
Northern states to visit the South. In 
fact, a 1991 study by the Travel Indus
try Association of America found that 
six in ten blacks are travelers—nearly 
as high a rate as whites. And blacks 
tend to take longer trips. In an intrigu
ing finding, an Old Dominion Univer
sity researcher, as quoted in Modern 
Maturity, concluded that "today's older 
blacks were shut out of [so many] lei
sure activities for so long that they just 
didn't even think about such things." 

An intelligent marketing program 
might lure more of these travelers into 
the national parks. Effective mass mar
keting directed at underrepresented 
ethnic groups is rare, although when 
notices about Sequoia National Park 

appeared in a Los Angeles Korean-lan
guage newspaper, it succeeded in at
tracting Korean visitors. 

The Park Service, its concessioners, 
its many partners, and the various park-
oriented public interest groups have 
undertaken some exciting initiatives to 
correct the imbalance in visitation. The 
Santa Monica Mountains National Rec
reation Area, for example, has a suc
cessful program in conjunction with 
school districts of southern California. 
The Sierra Club offers Inner City Out
ings, gathering volunteers to join com
munity agencies and schools to provide 

wilderness and environmental 
education opportunities to 
people who would not otherwise 
have them—senior citizens, 
hearing- or vision-impaired indi
viduals, and inner-city youths. 

Staff diversity should be 
among criteria to renew contracts 
for concessioners, which gross 
more than $600 million annually 
from their role in the system. 
New and creative educational 
ventures are found throughout 
the Park Service. A major thrust 
is bringing community groups 
into planning, as is being done, 
for example, at Golden Gate 
National Recreation Area. Na
tional Parks for the 21st Century: 
The Vail Agenda, the long-range 

blueprint for the entire system, is laced 
with references to the importance of 
diversity and cultural pluralism in all 
phases of Park Service life. 

But those noble aspirations will not 
be realized without more research. It is 
true that ethnic breakdowns are be
coming known, but until the reasons 
for low turnouts are better understood, 
scarce federal dollars are in danger of 
being wasted on ineffective measures. 

Over the Independence Day holiday 
week, I observed only seven African-
Americans among thousands of tourists 
at Yellowstone. Biodiversity means 
people, too. 

Jack Goldsmith is professor of public 
policy and administration at California 
State University at Bakersfield. 
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PARK HEROES 
Meet six activists who tirelessly 

volunteer their time and energy 
to protect national parks. 

By Ebba Hierta 

NPCA LOOKS TO CITIZENS to lead 

the fight for national park pro
tection. Broad-based support 

gives NPCA a foundation from which 
to foster political change and to defend 
the parks more effectively. To coordi
nate the growing number of people 
dedicated to park issues, NPCA cre
ated the Park Activist Network. 

More than 200 activists will attend a 
conference May 18-21 in San Francisco 
to continue building this invaluable 
network and to celebrate NPCA's 75th 
anniversary. As part of the celebration, 
National Parks is highlighting six activ
ists among the hundreds nationwide 
acting as NPCA's eyes and ears. The 
activists featured here, as well as hun
dreds of others, have worked tirelessly 
to maintain the integrity of the national 
parks. NPCA salutes them. 

AMY MEYER 
Amy Meyer wanted to get out of the 
house for a couple of hours a week 
when she joined a neighborhood group 
about 24 years ago. She ended up with 
a full-time volunteer job and a national 
park. 

Known affectionately as the "moth
er" of Golden Gate National Recreation 

Area ( G G N R A ) in San Francisco, 
Meyer was a driving force behind the 
park's creation in 1972 and its growth 
from the original 4,000-acre proposal 
to the current 75,000 acres. Like many 
activists, Meyer did not start out with 
the lofty goal of preserving a unique 
cultural and natural resource. She was 
just trying to protect the neighborhood 
from bureaucrats with bad ideas. 

A proposal to erect a mammoth Na
tional Archives building on federal 
property just a few blocks from her 
home would have destroyed the char
acter of the neighborhood, she says. She 
fought the plan, and the proposal was 
scrapped. But the question remained: 
what should be done with the land? 

A park at the entry to San Francisco 
Bay with the Golden Gate as its cen
terpiece seemed an ideal choice. Meyer 
and other volunteers in 1971 formed 
the People for a Golden Gate National 
Recreation Area, and a year and three-
quarters later had set a record for con
gressional approval. Meyer credits the 
speedy passage to persistence and good 
timing. "We really kept up the pres
sure," she says. "This was an [presi
dential] election year, and [California 
native Richard] Nixon was running." 
Establishing the recreation area was just 

the beginning. Meyer's group petitioned 
in 1974, 1976, 1978, and 1980 to ex
pand what in 1972 was a 34,000-acre 
park. 

Meyer has shared her newfound ex
pertise with other groups, and her 
community work has led to a 12-year 
stint on the San Francisco Recreation 
and Parks Commission and a position 
as vice president of the San Francisco 
Zoological Society. She is also vice-
chairwoman of the GGNRA Advisory 
Commission. 

"She's a treasure," says Howard 
Levitt, chief of interpretation at Golden 
Gate National Recreation Area. "Her 
passion for this park is absolutely as
tounding. She has breathed life into it 
and helped sustain it. She's been very 
effective in getting issues before the 
public eye." 

And after 24 years, Meyer says, she 
is as busy as ever. Park supporters were 
caught off guard, she says, when the 
Pres idio Military Reservat ion, the 
"keystone of the entire park" located at 
the southern end of Golden Gate 
Bridge, was slated to be closed by the 
Department of Defense. Because of 
provisions in the public law establishing 
the park, the Park Service knew the 
Presidio would eventually be added to 

22 May/June 1994 



Amy Meyer, instrumental in establishing 
Golden Gate NRA, is this year's winner of 
the Marjory Stoneman Douglas Citizens 
Conservationist of the Year Award. 

its domain, but nobody expected it to 
happen this soon. Planning for the ad
dition is daunting. The 1,500-acre par
cel, a national historic landmark, con

tains 850 buildings, 500 of which are 
considered historic. The Park Service 
must have a plan for the Presidio when 
it officially closes in September. 

"It will be 20 years before every
thing at the Presidio is in place. And by 
then, something else will come up. I 
could never just quit. It would be like a 
parental abandonment," says Meyer. 

Louis SKRMETTA 
As a concessioner at Gull Islands Na
tional Seashore, Louis Skrmetta says he 
is sometimes viewed as "the enemy" by 
conservationists. But Skrmetta is proof 
that sound business practices and envi
ronmental ideals can co-exist. 

Descendants of Croatian immigrants, 
the Skrmetta family has operated ex
cursion boats from Gulfport, Missis
sippi, to the exquisite Gulf of Mexico 
barrier island chain since the 1920s, 
nearly 50 years before it was designated 
a national seashore. Skrmetta now fer
ries passengers under contract with the 
Park Service. 

Skrmetta has become one of the 
seashore's most ardent champions, 
fighting developers, politicians, and 
bureaucrats to preserve his beloved is
lands. "I grew up here," says the 38-
year-old captain. "I've spent every 
summer I can remember on the boat." 

Home to ten endangered species, the 
Gulf Coast barrier islands stretch from 
the Florida panhandle to Mississippi 
Sound, where they lie 12 miles offshore. 
The seashore does not include the is
lands off Alabama's coast. 

Skrmetta made the jump from 
"naturalist" to "activist" in 1991, when 
a developer sought to establish a fish 
farm about a mile from the Mississippi 
islands. The project would have con
sisted of 25 100-foot barges, perma
nently moored in water less than 40 
feet deep, that secured a series of net 
pens brimming with redtish and striped 
bass. 

Park Service officials opposed the 
project, but it was out of their jurisdic
tion. When Mississippi granted the de
velopers a 25-year lease on 675 offshore 
acres early in 1991, Skrmetta was un
deterred. After extensive research, he 
became convinced the fish farm would 
degrade water quality and harm native 
species. 

"It was wrong," he says. "This thing 
had been slipped by very quietly. 
Someone had to let people know what 
was happening." He launched a letter-
writing campaign with mailing lists 
borrowed from local groups. Taking his 
case to the media resulted in four front
page stories. 
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The National Parks and Conserva
tion Association helped Skrmetta orga
nize a nonprofit watchdog group, The 
Gulf Islands Conservancy. The Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund offered legal 
support. When letters of opposition 
came in from across the country, state 
officials acquiesced. More victories fol
lowed, including thwarting plans to 
dump tainted dredge spoils near the 
islands and a proposal for unrestricted 
oil and gas exploration in Mississippi 
Sound. 

Judy Stice, a management assistant 
at the seashore, attributes Skrmetta's 
success to hard work, a keen under
standing of the issues, and a willingness 
to compromise. "He's a perfect example 
of someone who understands the need 

Louis Skrmetta became an activist three 
years ago when a potentially harmful fish 
farm threatened his beloved barrier 
islands, Gulf Islands National Seashore. 

for balance," she says. "He's an aggres
sive person who stands firm in what he 
believes, bin lie's a reasonable person 
as well." 

Skrmetta agrees that moderation is 
the key. "We try to become part of the 
solution rather than just a thorn in 
someone's side. I know we can't stop 
[the oil companies]. We all have to have 
gasoline for our cars and natural gas to 
heat our homes. But [the oil compa
nies] have to understand that it isn't 
necessary to destroy a precious national 
resource in the process." 

DON HORTON 
Don Horton was never one to get in
volved. A retired air traffic controller 
and an avid angler, he led a quiet, con
tented life, running a part-time window 
covering business with his wife in Deer 
Park, Washington. He spent his spare 
time in pursuit of walleye. 

His life changed dramatically one day 
in 1991 when he overheard a conversa
tion in a fishing tackle shop about ef
forts by adjacent property owners to 
prohibit fishing on Seven Bays on Lake 
Roosevelt—prime walleye habitat. The 
151-mile lake, formed when the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers dammed the 
Columbia River in the early 1940s, is 
part of the Coulee Dam National Rec
reation Area. 

"The people pushing to close the bay 
were doing so for purely selfish rea
sons," says Horton, 54. "It just didn't 
seem right that this group be allowed to 
privatize the lakeshore of a national 
recreation area." 

To keep the bay open , H o r t o n 
launched a campaign that resulted in a 
compromise. It is still open for fishing, 
but new restrictions on anglers apply. 
"Nobody got everything they wanted," 
he says. "But everybody got a little of 
what they wanted." 

Although his favorite fishing hole was 
safe, Horton's job was not over. The 
federal property includes a lakeshore 
buffer zone, but encroachment was 
rampant. Docks, bathhouses, gazebos, 
and other structures dotted the shore. 
Some residents had obtained Park Ser
vice permits, but many illegal structures 
had sprung up. 

Again, Horton took up the cause. 
Park Service officials were sympathetic 
but faced tremendous political pressure 
to ease up on their proposals to elimi
nate the private landowners' hold on 
the lakeshore. Horton began a letter-
writing campaign seeking support for 
the Park Service's position. He turned 
to his fellow anglers and soon was 
elected president of the Spokane Wall
eye Club, a position that gave him po
litical clout and access to resources. 

The illegal structures were removed. 
And Horton's promise to take the issue 
to court convinced permit-holding resi-
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dents to accept a compromise. The 
structures can stay until the current 
permits expire. Eventually, the entire 
Lake Roosevelt shoreline will be acces
sible to the public. 

Horton says he is "hooked" on ac
tivism. "I've adopted the lake," he says. 
"It's my lake, and I'm here to protect 
it." He is turning his attention to envi
ronmental concerns such as resource 
management and water quality. 

The National Parks and Conserva
tion Association helped him to secure a 
grant to create a nonprofit conserva
tion group, and the Upper Columbia 
Conservation Council was established 
in 1993. 

Even though they do not always agree 
with him 100 percent, park officials say 
they welcome his efforts. "It's always 
best to have a constituency group that 
isn't always in agreement with you," 
says Darrell Cook, chief operating offi
cer at Coulee Dam National Recreation 
Area. "Don is not afraid to speak his 
mind and stand up to us. We need that 
input and open dialogue when regula
tions and policies are formulated." 

An angler for much of his life, Don Horton 
worked to keep Coulee Dam National 
Recreation Area's lake for fishing. 

PINKIE LEMON 
Like the Union Army's initial Civil War 
assaults on Richmond, Virginia, in 1862, 
Pinkie Lemon's first encounter with the 
Richmond National Battlefield Park in 
the 1970s was a case of losing the battle 
but eventually winning the war. 

Lemon, 75, lo„, her first battle to 
stop development near the park but 
succeeded subsequently at protecting 
its resources from "progress." A pro
posed sewage treatment plant on the 
James River near her home provided 
the impetus for the first skirmish. While 
building her case against the plant, she 
researched Civil War battles that took 
place nearby, hoping to bolster her case. 
Despite her efforts, the plant was even
tually built. 

Park administrators recognized an 
advocate when they saw one and asked 
Lemon to represent the park on the 
Mid-Atlantic Council, an advisory board 
founded by NPCA. She declined at first. 
Recently retired after more than 30 years 
as a federal employee with the Veterans 
Administration, Lemon did not want to 
become involved. But her interest was 
piqued, and Sylvester Putnam, then 
park superintendent, was persistent. 
Lemon agreed to work with the council 
in an unofficial capacity at first, and 

Pinkie Lemon has fought many battles to 
protect Richmond National Battlefield 
Park in her native Richmond, Virginia. 

eventually joined in 1982. 
Established in 1936, the park con

sists of a visitor center downtown and 
ten battlefield sites strung together along 
an 80-mile route. Located just 110 miles 
from Washington, D.C., the heavily 
fortified capital of the Confederacy was 
a key Union target. General Robert E. 
Lee halted seven major drives by Union 
forces. 

Lemon has defended the park against 
a number of intrusions, and through 
this process, she has learned the art of 
compromise. Stopping development 
entirely was impossible, she says, but 
she was able in most cases to persuade 
officials to consider park protection in 
their plans. Developers wanted to build 
condominiums near Chickahominy 
Bluff, where Gen. Lee directed the vic
torious Confederate forces during the 
bloody Seven Days Battles. But they 
agreed to scale down their plans and 
include a buffer zone. And federal 
highway officials agreed to route Inter
state 295, a beltway that passes within a 
mile of several battle sites, far enough 
away so that it does not affect the park. 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 25 



Being an advocate for a national 
treasure has been rewarding work, says 
Lemon. But the most rewarding event 
of all, she says, was the 1985 dedication 
of the Maggie L. Walker National His
toric Site in Richmond. The site com
memorates the life of Walker, who 
overcame racial oppression to become 
the first woman in the United States to 
found a bank. The Consolidated Bank 
and Trust Company today is the oldest 
black-operated bank in the country. 
Walker also owned an insurance com
pany, a department store, and a news
paper and was a noted benefactor in 
her community. 

Lemon passed by Walker's house, 
now the historic site, every day on her 
way to school and attended class in the 
1930s with several of Walker's grand
children at the only high school in 
Richmond to allow black children. 

"I used to see Maggie Walker all the 
time. That shows you how old I am," 
Lemon said. "She was special. Every
body looked up to her. I'm very proud 
to have helped in honoring her." 

JENNIFER HUNT 
Jennifer Hunt is determined to prevent 
Minnesota's only national park from 
setting a bad example. 

Park Service officials want to build a 
12-mile snowmobile trail through a 
designated wilderness area in Voyageurs 
National Park. It would become the only 
motorized intrusion into a designated 
wilderness in the National Park Sys
tem, says Hunt, 34, executive director 
of Voyageurs National Park Associates, 
a nonprofit watchdog group. "It de
feats the whole purpose of a wilderness 
area," she says. 

The park, consisting of 58 percent 
land mass and 42 percent water, was 
approved by Congress in 1971 and 
opened in 1975. Its 218,000 acres in
clude a 56-mile stretch of the historic 
Voyageurs Highway, the string of lakes 
and rivers separating the United States 
and Canada. French Canadian fur trap
pers used the waterways in the 1700s 
and 1800s to transport their goods by 
canoe from the western provinces to 
Lake Superior. 

In the middle of the park is the 

Jennifer Hunt and other volunteers have 
worked for more than seven years to 
shorten a snowmobile trail at Voyageurs, 
Minnesota's only national park. 

75,000-acre Kabetogama peninsula, a 
wilderness never crossed by roads. The 
peninsula is covered by stands of old-
growth trees and provides a home to 
many threatened and endangered spe
cies. The proposed trail would cut 
through the middle of the peninsula, 
the heart of the only remaining habitat 
in the continental United States for the 
Eastern timber wolf. 

Snowmobilers and motor boaters al
ready have access to most of the park's 
waters, which freeze in winter. Interior 
portions are open for hiking and canoe
ing. But Hunt says that is enough. She 
has been battling the issue since she 
became executive director in 1987. 
Since then, Hunt and other volunteers 
have worked to reduce the previous 
proposal for a snowmobile trail and filed 
a lawsuit to force the Park Service to 
consider the area for wilderness desig
nation, as required in the original en
abling legislation. 

A federal court ordered the Park 
Service to conduct a study, which re
sulted in a 1992 proposal to designate 
98 percent of the park's land mass as a 

wilderness area and reduce the pro
posed trail to the current 12 miles. That 
proposal was approved by the Depart
ment of the Interior but never signed 
by then-President George Bush. The 
series of delays that put off the wilder
ness study has given Hunt another 
chance to prohibit motorized transpor
tation on the peninsula. Her group has 
asked the Clinton Administration to 
take a look. 

"They were supposed to complete 
the wilderness study by 1975," she says. 
"We never sought to delay it, but as it 
turns out, we're pretty lucky. We may 
get another chance. Snowmobiles would 
devastate the area." 

Hunt has repeatedly turned to the 
media to seek support for her position, 
with good result. A statewide survey in 
1987, when she took charge, showed 
that only one in ten state residents had 
heard of the park, and many of those 
did not know where it was. Another 
survey in 1991 showed that 63 percent 
of state residents were familiar with the 
park, 28 percent had visited it, and 88 
percent favored prohibiting motorized 
vehicles from the wilderness area. 

"It's been a top priority to get the 
word out about the park," Hunt says. 
"It's such a beautiful place. We want 
people to enjoy it in appropriate ways." 
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IKE EASTVOLD 
What began as an effort to preserve an 
unusual archaeological resource has 
become a spiritual journey for activist 
Ike Eastvold. 

An expert on petroglyphs, the an
cient rock art left by Native Americans, 
Eastvold led an effort to create the 
7,200-acre Petroglyph National Monu
ment when he moved to Albuquerque 
in 1985. Established in 1990, the park 
has one of the largest collections of 
petroglyphs in North America. 

Gradually, Eastvold has come to 
recognize that the petroglyphs, some as 
old as 5,000 years, are more than arti
facts from a bygone civilization. They 
are symbols of a religion that has an
cient roots and is still practiced today. 
"I've always had a strong intuitive feel
ing for rock art, but I understand now 
that its preservation here is most funda
mentally an issue of religious freedom," 
says Eastvold, 53, president of the 
Friends of the Albuquerque Petro
glyphs. His association with the Pueblo 
Indians, whose ancestors carved the 
petroglyphs, has led to a deeper under
standing of the values and strong ties to 
the Earth described in their religious 
beliefs. 

While the fight for the petroglyphs 
has been a journey along the higher 
planes of enlightenment for Eastvold, it 
also has been a foray into the gutters of 
local politics. Controversy has domi
nated the monument from the begin
ning. The key issues are a city proposal 
to build two multi-lane commuter roads 
through the petroglyphs and a Park 
Service proposal to introduce moun
tain biking and horseback riding into 
the mesatop portion of the monument. 

Petroglyph sits between Albuquer
que and open land to the west where 
some developers envision new cities and 
a mammoth airport. Real estate devel
opers and some city politicians have re
jected a Park Service proposal to build 
the larger, six-lane road slightly north 
of the monument, pushing instead for 
the one that cuts through it. Eastvold 
says the root of this controversy is cen
turies old: the undervaluation of Native 
American culture. 

"If this were a Civil War battlefield, 

we wouldn't be here talking about 
building a freeway or creating a play
ground," he says. "Attitudes toward the 
Native Americans in some segments of 
the population haven't changed much 
since the 1600s. But Indian culture is 
the biggest tourist draw in the state. 
They are short-sighted in the extreme 
when they don't bend over backwards 
to preserve it." 

The fight over the park has occa
sionally deteriorated into mud-slinging 
and threats. It has also meant personal 
sacrifice, as Eastvold has made preserv
ing the petroglyphs a full-time volun
teer endeavor, while his wife's income 
as a speech therapist and their personal 
savings support the family. He origi
nally planned to return to work once 
the monument was official, he says, but 

Establishing and protecting Petroglyph 
National Monument, New Mexico, has 
had special meaning for Ike Eastvold. 

his work was just beginning. 
"It's been a struggle, but my wife 

supports this effort 100 percent," says 
Eastvold, who for his work received 
NPCA's Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
award in 1991. "Part of our love for 
each other is a love for the Earth and 
ancient cultures. Sacrifice is a tradition 
among Native Americans. You don't 
hoard things. The greatest honor is to 
give it away. There is something very 
fine in that." 

Ehba Hierta is a writer based in Atlanta, 
Georgia. She last wrote for National 
Parks about the Channel Islands. 
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On the Horns 
of a Dilemma 

Olympic National Park managers must make some hard choices about 
mountain goats, a popular but destructive non- native species. 

By Carmi Weingrod 

THE OLYMPIC PENINSULA stretches 

all the way from Puget Sound to 
the Pacific Ocean, leading you 

as far northwest as you can go and still 
have your feet on the continental United 
States. Surrounded on three sides by 
salt water, this separated portion of 
Washington state encloses some of 
North America's most spectacular flora 
and fauna. 

Which is why the interior was set 
aside in 1938, and a narrow strip along 
the ocean added in 1953, as Olympic 
National Park—close to a million acres 
of wilderness from sea level to nearly 
8,000 feet—with storm-carved beaches, 
virgin rainforest, floral meadows, and 
glaciated peaks forming lovely alpine 
cirques. 

Ask those who frequent the high 
country what they like best about the 
Olympics, and many will tell you it's 
watching goats leap across narrow 
ledges or charge up to places where few 
humans venture. Even a glimpse of the 
woolly white mountaineer heightens the 
wilderness experience for park visitors. 

But goat popularity at Olympic Na
tional Park is not unanimous. In fact, 
the Park Service would like to eliminate 
the 400 or so goats that live inside the 
park, preferably by shooting them with 
high-powered rifles from helicopters. 

Olympic National Park, established in 
1938 and designated a world heritage site 
in 1981, is a vast mountain wilderness. 

Mountain goats are not native to the 
Olympic peninsula; they were introduced 
here as game animals in the 1920s. 

Why, you might ask, would an agency 
charged with protecting the wildlife of 
an internationally renowned park—a 
world heritage site and a biosphere re
serve in UNESCO's Man and Biosphere 
Program—want to banish a popular 
native American mammal from its bor
ders? 

The goats, say park officials, are not 
native to the Olympic peninsula. They 
are an exotic species—the descendants 
of a dozen goats introduced from Alaska 
and Canada in the 1920s, as game ani
mals, into the eastern segment of what 
is now Olympic National Park. After 
Congress designated the park in 1938 

and banned hunting, the goats flour
ished and upset an ecosystem park bi
ologists say was unaccustomed to their 
presence. 

To manage the land as a natural bio
logical reserve, in line with National 
Park Service policy, officials say the park 
must be goat-free. "We all care about 
the park's wildlife or we wouldn't be 
working for the Park Service," says Paul 
Crawford, Olympic's resources man
agement specialist, " but a national park 
mandate can't be ruled by emotional
ism. We're talking about the manage
ment of an entire ecosystem." 

To make matters worse, the goats 
have not been the most considerate of 
"guests" in the Olympics. Park studies 
since the 1960s show that the goats, 
which trample as they graze, have al
tered fragile plant communities and 
eroded shallow alpine soils. Their par
ticular habit of wallowing—in which the 
animal churns up great amounts of soil 
to relieve itself from heat and insects— 
scrapes away vegetation and displaces 
literally tons of soil. The wallows not 
only create giant pits but also make it 
more difficult for seedlings to get started 
in the bare soil—thus endangering nu
merous species of sensitive alpine plants. 

Some 40 plant species in the Olympic 
Mountains are designated as endan
gered, threatened, or sensitive by the 
state's National Heritage Program. Of 
these, ten are considered rare endem
ics—found only on the peninsula. 
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Goat damage to Olympic's sensitive 
plants also concerned the international 
committee that reviewed the park's 
nomination as a heritage site in 1981. 
In recommending that the park be 
added to the World Heritage list be
cause "it is unmatched in the world," 
the committee also noted in its report 
that "the main danger to the integrity 
of the site is, oddly, one of its attrac
tions: the mountain goat." 

Between 1981 and 1989, the park 
developed a research and management 
program to reduce the goat popula
tion—estimated at 1,200. Using live-
capture methods from helicopters, park 
officials removed 407 goats. Of those, 
360 were transported in air-conditioned 
trucks to other mountain ranges, 28 died 
during capture, and 19 were shot for 
research. 

As the remaining goats fled to the 
steepest terrain, the risks of live capture 
became more acute. Maneuvering a 
helicopter close enough to tranquilize 
the animals with a dart gun put rangers 
at high risk, and an increased number 
of goats, halt-drugged and terrified, 
stumbled to their deaths—making park 
officials question whether live capture 
was even humane. Cost was another 
factor. At S800 per goat—as opposed 
to S40 to shoot it—live capture was not 

only risky but expensive. When an in
dependent risk assessment team deter
mined in 1990 that live-capture strate
gies posed unacceptable risk to park 
staff, the method was dropped. 

Soon after, Superintendent Maureen 
Finnerty announced that the park would 
prepare a full environmental impact 
statement (EIS) before proceeding with 
the goat removal program. Since goats 
affect the entire Olympic Peninsula 
ecosystem, she invited representatives 
of Olympic National Forest (which 
surrounds the park) and Washington 
Department of Wildlife (which manages 
wildlife within the forest) to participate 
in the process—forming the Interagency 
Goat Management Team. 

But philosophical differences among 
the three agencies and their respective 
mandates were too great; a peninsula-
wide consensus could not be reached. 
While the park wants to eliminate goats 
from the peninsula, the state's wildlife 
agency wants to maintain a healthy goat 
population for bow hunting. In the end, 
Finnerty decided that the EIS would 
reflect park policy alone. 

The park also considered eliminat
ing the remaining goats through a ster
ilization campaign. In the fall of 1991, a 
five-person team of wildlife contracep
tive experts conducted an on-site eval

uation. Its final report, issued in early 
1992, concluded that "current contra
ceptive or sterilant technologies will not 
eliminate mountain goats from Olympic 
National Park." 

This was not to say that contracep
tives couldn't provide some level of 
population control, especially when 
combined with aerial shooting, but 
given the practical concerns of rugged 
terrain, personnel safety, and cost, the 
panel concluded that available contra
ceptive agents would lead the park 
through "a very expensive, never-ending 
program that at best would only partially 
control the goat population in the 
Olympics." 

The latest estimates, however, place 
the goat population at about 400, down 
from the 1,200 figure posted a decade 
ago. Since 400 were captured, what 
happened to the other 400 goats? Could 
it be that the goat management program 
was a success after all? 

Park biologists attribute the decline 
in goat numbers to several factors, in
cluding normal population fluctuation 
and the difficulties in getting an accurate 
count. There's no question, however, 
that the goat removal program also had 
an impact. The offspring of captured 
adult females may have died, including 
kids left in the park without their 
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The mountain goat's habit of wallowing— 
churning up large amounts of soil to 
escape heat and insects—creates huge 
open pits (right), displacing tons of soil 
and devastating fragile alpine plant com
munities. Park biologists are concerned 
about damage to Olympic's rare endemic 
plant species, such as Flett's violet 
(above), which are vulnerable to the goats' 
overgrazing and wallowing. 

mothers, on whom they are dependent 
for a year. 

Now that the goat population has 
been reduced by 90 percent on Klah-
hane Ridge, where large numbers once 
congregated, the vegetation is slowly 
recovering. Still, research biologist Ed 
Schreiner contends that plant damage 
continues to be apparent in other park 
sites where goats gather. "Damage to 
sensitive alpine plants from overgrazing 
and wallowing can be extremely hard 
to detect," Schreiner explains. "While 
there isn't evidence that any one plant 
will go extinct tomorrow," he adds, "we 
also can't say positively that it won't." 

NPCA's Northwest Regional Direc
tor Dale Crane agrees with the park's 
view that the goats are an exotic species 
and should be removed. "But," he adds, 
"until we have read the EIS, we cannot 
endorse any method for removing the 
animals." 

The Fund For Animals, a national 
animal protection organization with 
200,000 members, is among those who 
simply don't believe that the goats are a 
threat to native plants. In fact, it blames 
the Park Service for the plant damage 
on Klahhane Ridge. In the 1970s, park 
researchers placed a salt lick on the ridge 
to attract goats, which crave salt. Even 
after the lick was removed, goats con

tinued to pursue the salt that had 
leached into the soil. 

The Fund became involved with the 
goats in 1988, shortly after park offi
cials announced their decision to re
move the animals by live capture and to 
shoot them if necessary. The Fund's 
Northwest Coordinators Roger and 
Cathy Sue Anunsen also encouraged the 
park to consider sterilization, barriers, 
and chemical repellents. But by 1991 
the Fund was convinced that park offi
cials were determined to shoot the goats 
and unwilling to explore alternatives. 

Meanwhile, as local media focused 
on the issue, more people became aware 
that the situation was blossoming into 
one gigantic goat controversy. Mis
quoted information, press leaks, and 
challenges to the goats' status as an ex
otic species have since kept the park 
bouncing in and out of agreement with 
animal protectors, confused visitors, 
rare and endemic plant enthusiasts, and 
scientists. 

The mountain goat, Oreamnos amer-
icanus, is not a true goat but rather a 
"goat-antelope," with origins in the 
mountains of Europe and Asia. While 
mountain goats are native to most of 
the mountainous Northwest, including 
Washington's Cascades, their status as 
exotics in the Olympics is explained by 

geologic and glacial events that isolated 
the range 20 million years ago from the 
chain of ranges that run down the West 
Coast. These forces created an island
like seclusion in the Olympics that fos
tered a rare diversity of plant and animal 
species, including some found nowhere 
else in the world. 

Park biologists contend that although 
mountain goats may have been present 
on the North American continent for 
40,000 years, this isolation prevented 
them from colonizing the Olympics, as 
the 75 miles of lowland forest that 
separate the Cascades and Olympics 
constituted a barrier. The goats, say the 
biologists, aren't the only species that 
never made it over to the Olympics. 
Grizzlies, bighorn sheep, wolverines, 
and pika are absent for the same reasons. 

Not everyone, however, believes that 
mountain goats are an exotic species in 
the Olympics. The Fund For Animals 
has dug up historical and archaeologi
cal evidence to back up its claim that 
the goats could in fact be natives. 

It turns to research begun in 1988 
by R. Fee Lyman, a University of Mis
souri archaeologist. In an article for 
Arctic and Alpine Research, Lyman 
suggests that mountain goats may have 
occupied the Olympics during the late 
Quaternary (the present period of Earth 
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history originating about 2 million years 
ago), having reached the range from a 
source in the southern Cascades—not
ing that the Puget lowland may have 
served as a biogeographic filter rather 
than a barrier for mammals during pe
riods of maximum glacial extent. 

"My research hasn't uncovered evi
dence that goats did in fact occupy the 
Olympics in the late Quate rnary ," 
claims Lyman. "My point is that there 
hasn't been enough archaeological work 
conducted in this area to resolve the 
issue." 

Olympic officials disagree. "Archae
ologists and historians explored every 
shred of evidence," explains Olympic's 
Crawford, "to ascertain if goats previ
ously occupied the peninsula, and 
nothing supports that likelihood." The 
park did conduct two studies—one by 
Olympic historian Susan Schultz and 
an archaeological/ethnographic review 
by Seattle archaeologist Randall Schalk. 

Schultz's report summarizes the his
torical sightings relating to mountain 
goats prior to 1925. "The most credible 
early wildlife observations," she writes, 
"are probably those related by natural
ists and biologists who had wide field 
experience, whose purpose was ex
pressly to survey, describe, and collect 
the fauna, and who spent a considerable 
amount of time in those areas that pro
vide goat habitat." In the end, Schultz 
found no compelling evidence to sug
gest that mountain goats occupied the 
peninsula prior to the 1920s. 

The Fund For Animals, however, 
questions Schultz's objectivity. "She 
attempted to discredit the information 
from those who saw mountain goats," 
says Cathy Sue Anunsen. But Schultz 
disagrees, claiming that the references 
cited by the Fund were unsupported by 
observational detail, lacked information 
on the circumstance, location, or date 
of sighting, and don't describe the ani
mal. Among these are a 1896 National 
Geographic article by respected explorer 
Samuel C. Oilman of his 1889 explora
tion of the Olympics, in which he writes: 
"Game is plentiful, and [Olympic 
country] would be a paradise for the 
hunter were it not so difficult of access. 
In addition to elk and bear. . .are deer, 

In the 1980s, park officials attempted to 
reduce the goat population through live-
capture methods. Nearly 400 goats were 
transported to other mountain ranges. 

mountain goat, cougar.. ." 
Schalk's review of the ethnographic 

record for the Olympic Peninsula un
covered no trace of mountain goats in 
the 19th century. To the contrary, he 
found evidence that native populations 
kept wool dogs—a practice found in 
other areas of the Pacific Northwest 
lacking mountain goats. 

"My study was cau t ious , " says 
Schalk, "with defensible conclusions for 
the 19th century. To make conclusive 
s t a t ement s abou t the p resence of 
mountain goats in the Olympics before 
then, more archaeological research is 
needed." 

To strengthen their position, park 
officials bundled up the data and sent 
them to nine experts (two mammalo-
gists, three archaeologists/ethnogra
phers, two science historians, and two 
forest historians)—each recommended 
by independent professional associa
tions. All nine, whose statements will 
be incorporated into the EIS, pro
nounced the goats exotic. 

That hasn't stopped the Fund For 
Animals and others from also question
ing the legitimacy of the Park Service 
stance on exotic species—claiming that 
mountain goats are the victims of a 
policy that is rigid, inconsistent, and 
arbitrarily enforced. 

Support for and against the park 
seems to be polarized between those 
seeking to protect biological integrity 
and those seeking to protect the goats. 
Some also view the goat controversy as 
a clash of human values—between the 
rational motives of people of science 
and the emotion-driven actions of ani
mal advocates. Such conclusions anger 
members of the Fund For Animals. 
"The Fund's role in the debate over 
goat management is far from sentimen
tal," says Cathy Sue Anunsen. "Our 
contributions cover all areas of the is
sue—scientific, historical, archaeologi
cal, and ethical." 

As for how the goats will be elimi
nated—should the EIS conclude that 
indeed they must be—aerial shooting 
was the method recommended in a 1987 
report by park biologists as the safest, 
most humane, and cost-effective solu
tion. And nothing indicates that a better 
option has since materialized. 

At this writing, everyone is anxiously 
awaiting the voluminous environmen
tal impact statement—now more than 
two years late, but due any day—that 
will air the park's recommendation on 
whether renewed goat management is 
needed and if so, how it will be carried 
out. 

W h e t h e r the EIS can end the 
mountain goat impasse remains ques
tionable. Any decision could send the 
park into the courtroom, where the SI 
million already spent on research, relo
cations, and reports is guaranteed to 
climb. 

"If we propose eliminating the re
maining goats, we could face a chal
lenge from animal protection interests," 
admits Superintendent Finnerty, "and 
if no further goat actions are taken, some 
may claim we aren't managing the park 
as a natural biological ecosystem." 

Olympic National Park is ready for 
either scenario. "We've been working 
on this issue for 15 years," says Finnerty. 
"Now we've got to make a decision, 
put it out there, run it through the 
public process, and see how it does." 

Carmi Weingrod last wrote for National 
Parks about a proposed international 
park in the North Cascades. 
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Illicit Harvest 
The theft of valuable plant species from national parks 

is a serious and growing problem. 

By Yvette La Pierre 

NOT TOO LONG AGO, residents of 
the Pacific Northwest looked 
forward each fall to picking 

mushrooms. But in the past few years, 
this family outing has become a high-
stakes enterprise that has claimed at least 
two lives. 

A year ago, a mushroom picker was 
beaten to death in Oregon. The October 
before that, a mushroom picker was shot 
to death in the state's woods. Both 
murders remain unsolved, but the vic
tims were robbed of cash and their lu
crative booty of matsutake mushrooms. 

Commercial harvesters, armed with 
long knives to slice off mushrooms and 
guns to protect themselves, invade the 
woods of the Pacific Northwest each 
fall to satisfy demand both here and 
abroad. The most prized spoil of this 
war is the matsutake or pine mushroom, 
a flavorful fungus with a spicy aroma. 
Collecting matsutakes, which fetch up 
to $350 a pound, is a multi-million-
dollar business. 

"Within the National Park System, 
we've allowed some collecting for per
sonal consumption, but it's gone beyond 
that," says Erv Gasser, natural resource 
specialist for the Northwest region of 
the Nat ional Park Service (NPS) . 
"People come singly, they come in 
groups, and devastate an area." 

Mushroom poaching is a problem at 
a number of parks in the region, but 
none has been harder hit than Crater 
Lake National Park in Oregon, prime 
matsutake habitat. Mushroom picking 

Ecosystems such as the Sonoran desert 
may be threatened by plant poaching, 
although NPS does not have data to 
determine the overall effects. 

is forbidden inside the park but is legal 
with a permit on surrounding Forest 
Service land. With the large influx of 
commercial pickers in recent years, the 
park's boundaries offer little deterrent. 

"What we're finding is that they 
[mushroom pickers] often have Forest 
Service permits," says Mike Blanken-
ship, of the Northwest region of the 
Park Service. "But after they have 
picked the Forest Service areas clean, 
they come onto Park Service land." An 
estimated 1,000 mushroom pickers were 

on the boundary or inside Crater Lake 
in October, Blankenship says. 

From early October until the first 
freeze, hundreds of pickers camp on 
Forest Service land. Early in the morn
ing, often before first light, vehicles 
crawl along dusty Forest Service roads, 
some bordering the park, dropping off 
pickers in pairs. The pickers spread out 
into the woods and spend all day in 
search of matsutakes. That evening, the 
pickers stand in lines outside any of a 
dozen buying stations. Buyers transport 
the mushrooms to Portland or Seattle, 
where they are put on a plane bound 
for Asia. Within 24 to 48 hours of being 
collected, most of the matsutakes are 
sold in Japan, where fresh mushrooms 
command high prices. 

Mushroom poaching—and plant 
thievery as a whole—is not a problem 
unique to the Northwest. Parks through
out the country are targeted by poach
ers in search of plants that fetch a high 
price from people who are either un
concerned about the plant's origin or 
interested only in adding an unusual 
specimen to a private collection. Though 
the incidental picking or digging of 
wildflowers and other plants by visitors 
contributes to the problem, large-scale 
harvesting for commercial purposes is 
the most damaging. 

But until 1992, little was known of 
the extent of the problem. That year, 
Jen Coffey, resources management spe
cialist in the NPS Washington office, 
developed a native plant protection 
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Plant poaching is a system-wide problem 
for the Park Service. Nine often NPS 
regions responding to a survey reported 
that 99 species of native plants were 
known to have been stolen from 37 park 
units in 1990. The jack-in-the-pulpit, top 
left, is among the species stolen from 
Eastern parks. In the Southwest, demand 
is high for pinyon pines, above left, which 
are sold by roadside vendors. Yuccas and 
cacti also are primary targets of poachers. 
In 1990 and 1991, at least 13 different 
species of cacti were reported stolen from 
parks. The tall Saguaro cactus and the 
short, round teddybear cholla, right, are 
common Southwest species. 

questionnaire that was sent to all parks. 
Nine ol the ten NFS regions responded, 
reporting that 99 species ot native plants 
were known to have been illegally col
lected in 37 park units in 1990. In 1991, 
88 species were stolen from -41 units. 
Although plant poaching occurs in 
fewer parks than wildlife poaching, the 
number ol plants being poached is not 
significantly lower than the numbers for 
wildlife. (In 1990, 105 species of wild
life were poached in 153 parks.) 

In the three years of the study (1989-
1991), between 90 and 95 percent of 
the citations for illegal plant collection 
were issued in three regions: Southeast. 

Western, and Pacific Northwest. The 
only arrests during the period were three 
at Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park in Tennessee and North Carolina 
in 1991 for stealing ginseng. 

National and international market 
forces in the wild plant trade target cer
tain species and drive the regional na
ture of plant poaching. The species un
der the greatest pressure from the wild 
plant trade is ginseng. Unlike black 
bears, for example, which are found 
throughout the United States, ginseng 
is found only in a handful of parks in 
the East. Other plants commonly sto
len from Eastern parks include lady's 
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slipper orchids, rhododendrons, irises, 
and jack-in-the-pulpits. Most of these 
plants never leave the United States and 
are destined for collectors, private gar
deners, or herbalists. 

Moores Creek National Battlefield 
in North Carolina reported that the 
Venus flytrap, popular in the wild plant 
trade, has virtually disappeared from 
the park, although the cause is un
known. The Easter lily, also popular in 
the wild plant trade, is declining at 
Congaree Swamp National Monument 
in South Carolina. Acadia National Park 
in Maine reported that people seeking 
additions to their gardens have most 

likely caused the extirpation of the 
showy lady's slipper. 

In the Southwest, yuccas and cacti 
top the list of poached species; at least 
13 different species of cacti were stolen 
from parks in 1990 and 1991. Tony 
Bonanno, Southwest regional chief 
ranger, reports that demand is high for 
small barrel-type cacti as well as small 
evergreens, such as pinyon pines and 
junipers, some ot which are taken for 
nursery stock. 

Of the plants reported by the parks 
as poached, at least 20 are federally 
listed as endangered or threatened or 
are species considered to be candidates 

National and international market forces 
drive the regional nature of poaching. 
Clockwise from the top left, some 
poaching is inadvertently done by visitors 
who see a lovely flower, such as the grass 
pink, and pick it. Others steal cactus, such 
as the red-flowered claret cup, from parks 
in the Southwest. In the East, ginseng and 
lady's slippers are vulnerable to the plant 
trade, and in the Pacific Northwest, 
matsutake mushrooms draw hundreds of 
pickers. The unrelenting collection of 
ginseng—used in Asia as an herbal 
remedy—has caused its decline in the 
East, including at Shenandoah and Great 
Smoky Mountains national parks. 
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for the federal list. Some others are 
protected by state law. 

"It's a serious problem," says Dick 
Martin, chief of the Branch of Resource 
and Visitor Protection in Washington, 
D.C. And it is on the rise. "We don't 
have absolute data, but park people say 
that these activities are increasing," he 
says. The increase is due to the fact that 
the illegal plant trade is becoming more 
lucrative, and there is little deterrent to 
stealing. Fines range from a paltry $25 
for picking plants for personal use to 
$250 for picking them for profit. In the 
Pacific Northwest, mushroom pickers 
can make hundreds of dollars a day. As 
certain plants become increasingly 
scarce, usually due to habitat loss, their 
values skyrocket. And in many cases, 
the largest and healthiest populations 
are found in parks. 

Those seeking plants for medicinal 
purposes are another outlet for illegally 
harvested plants. The use of natural 
sources for healing has experienced a 
revival in recent years, driving the trade 
of medicinal plants to new heights. 
Along with the belief that natural is 
better, herbalists tend to believe that 
wild-harvested herbs are more powerful 
than cultivated ones. At least 142 species 
of plants in the parks have known mar
ket values, including medicinal herbs 
such as golden seal, lady's slippers, and 
bloodroot. Golden seal, among the most 
valuable of wild medicinals, is used to 
cleanse the liver, blood, and kidneys 
and as a digestive aid. Bloodroot is used 
to treat respiratory problems, such as 
emphysema and asthma. And lady's 
slippers, besides being beautiful and 
coveted by collectors, are sought after 
for another reason: their roots are used 
to make American valerian, a natural 
sleeping aid. Other forms of valerian 
come from the plant of the same name. 

But no herb carries a bigger price 
tag or wider appeal than American gin
seng. This long-lived perennial was once 
abundant in the East and the Great 
Lakes region of the United States and 
Canada, but it was already in interna
tional demand in the 1700s. Kentucky 
settler Daniel Boone dug up and 
shipped tons of ginseng roots to the 
Orient, where it is used for the same 

purposes as Asian ginseng: an herbal 
medicine to treat inflammation, infec
tion, and a lack of vigor. It is also used 
as an aphrodisiac. Ginseng had already 
begun to decline in the United States 
by the 1800s, and unrelenting collection 
has continued to the present. In 1992, 
44,601 pounds of ginseng with a value 
of $10.7 million were illegally exported 
from the United States. 

Shenandoah and Great Smoky 
Mountains national parks are probably 
the largest areas of fully protected gin
seng habitat. Despite the fact that more 
than a half century has passed since the 
establishment of these parks, the plant 
still has not recovered from early ex
ploitation at Shenandoah and continues 
to be scarce at Great Smokies. Park 
rangers believe poaching is the cause of 
ginseng's continued decline. 

"I firmly believe that ginseng poach
ing is our biggest threat in the park," 
says John Garrison, supervisory ranger 
at Great Smokies. "I used to think it 
was bear poaching, but I think ginseng 
is potentially higher. The plants can't 
run and hide." 

In one week last September, rangers 
confiscated two loads of stolen ginseng 
of 1,650 roots each. "It's difficult to say 
how ginseng is doing in the park, but 
when we see these big seizures, I have 
to wonder," Garrison says. At approxi
mately $300 a dry pound of ginseng 
root, each load was worth about $1,200 
to $1,500. According to Garrison, nearly 
all of the ginseng collected in the park 
is headed to Asia, where forests have 
been stripped of the plant. 

For the past three years, the park 

During mushroom-picking season, buying 
stations sprout like fungi after a rain. 
Matsutakes are among the most desired. 

has been replanting the confiscated 
roots. "This year we have 3,600 roots to 
put in," says Janet Rock, a botanist at 
Great Smokies. "We've put in only half 
so far." Unfortunately, rangers have to 
wait for the courts to settle the cases 
before they can replant the evidence. 
And the longer the roots sit in a refrig
erator, the less viable they become. 

From a law enforcement standpoint, 
dealing with poachers requires a con
centrated effort for which the Park 
Service does not have the staff. Ap
proximately 77 percent of parks re
sponding to the native plant protection 
questionnaire reported that their staff
ing levels were inadequate to address 
the problem. 

Without additional funding or per
sonnel—a situation not expected to 
change—parks are having to make do 
with what they have to fight this rela
tively new and escalating problem. The 
strain on the work force is compounded 
by the fact that the picking season for 
many plants coincides with hunting 
season, when more wildlife poaching 
occurs, as well as the busiest season tor 
Eastern parks—fall. 

In the Pacific Northwest, park staff 
now must patrol in pairs, rather than 
singly, because of the number of weap
ons found on mushroom pickers, a sig
nificant number of whom have criminal 
records. In one day last fall at Crater 
Lake, rangers wrote 13 citations for il
legal mushroom harvesting and col-
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Battling Poachers 
Frustrated by increasing natural re
source crimes and decreasing bud
gets and staffs, park rangers have 
formed an independent nonprofit 
organization to improve the resource 
protection efforts in the national 
parks. The National Park Ranger 
Resource Protection Fund was offi
cially organized in November, but 
already Execut ive Direc tor Bob 
Martin, also the acting district ranger 
at Shenandoah National Park in Vir
ginia, is encouraged by the response. 

Within two months of forming, 
the Fund had 5,000 members and 
support from Vice President Al Gore, 
Secretary of Interior Bruce Babbitt, 
and NPS Director Roger Kennedy. 

According to Martin, the Fund 
will attack resource degradation on 
two fronts, education and resource 
protection, by: 
• Donating or lending investigative 
equipment to national parks; 
• Sponsor ing , coord ina t ing , and 
funding ranger training in resource 
protection; 
• Setting up a toll-free NPS resource 
protection hotline; 
• Implementing a reward system for 
people offering information on re
source crimes; 
• Educating the public about poach
ing through outreach programs. 

Membership is open to all. For 
more information, write to NPRRPF 
at P.O. Box 4279, Lynchburg, VA 
24502 or call 1-800-74-PARKS. 

lected several guns and assorted ma
chetes and knives. Though cases have 
not surfaced of park rangers being 
threatened by pickers, increased com
petition, weapons, and the Park Ser
vice's limited resources for patrolling 
will make the woods even more dan
gerous next season. 

The thefts also create a natural re
source management nightmare. In many 
cases, the method of collecting is as, if 
not more, detrimental than the loss of 
the plant. A harmful technique used to 

Besides creating a resource nightmare, 
mushroom picking has become a 
dangerous pastime. Note the handgun. 

collect mushrooms, for instance, em
ploys rakes to expose young mushrooms 
hidden under pine needles. This dam
ages the u n d e r g r o u n d ne twork of 
threads from which mushrooms sprout. 
Thieves in search of ginseng in the East 
dig up all the roots in an area, leaving 
nothing behind to regenerate. Ginseng 
harvesting traditionally took place from 
September to early October after berries 
containing seeds had ripened. Harvest
ers generally planted the seeds to ensure 
a new generation of ginseng. But be
cause plants are so valuable, poachers 
do not bother to reseed mature roots 
and even take the ones that are not 
quite mature enough to produce seeds. 

A recent audit by the Department of 
the Interior concluded that "The Na
tional Park Service's protect ion of 
natural resources...was not sufficient.... 
As a result, natural resources in some 
parks have deteriorated or have been 
seriously damaged." 

NPCA's Pacific Northwest Regional 
Director Dale Crane says the Park Ser
vice needs rangers who are well trained 
in law enforcement and a significant 
increase in the permanent ranger staff 
to counter poaching. "Plant poaching 
is an extremely serious degradation of 
park resources that cannot be controlled 
with the low level of staffing we cur
rently have in the park system." 

With an escalating problem, parks 
are looking more and more for help 
from others—other parks, other public-

land agencies, private organizations, and 
visitors. Parks with adjacent Forest Ser
vice land are working to implement 
cross-designation of authority so a For
est Service ranger could cite people for 
illegal collection or possession of plants 
on Park Service land, and vice versa. 

Crater Lake's Chief Ranger George 
Buckingham says he would like to use 
rangers from small parks in the area 
during the mushroom-picking season 
to enhance his staff. Their base salaries 
would be paid by their home parks, 
and Buckingham could promise them 
plenty of law enforcement experience. 

Acadia National Park found an ally 
in the Garden Club Federation of Maine 
to protect sea lavender, a wildflower 
that grows just above the intertidal zone. 
The plant was illegally collected in the 
park because its small flowers are 
popular in dry flower arrangements. In 
addition to educating visitors, the park's 
staff worked with garden clubs to let 
people know that the plant was in 
trouble. The Garden Club Federation 
put out a "Do Not Pick" advisory, and 
the Maine merchandiser L.L. Bean, Inc., 
pulled lavender wreaths from its catalog 
even though they were a popular item. 

Education and involvement of visi
tors may prove to be the most important 
factor in protecting plants from poach
ing. Some parks use interpretive pro
grams, videos, and brochures to educate 
visitors about the problem. Parks also 
actively involve visitors by asking that 
they report any signs of poaching. 

"We're learning that we don't have 
to just do it by ourselves," says the 
Southwest region's Tony Bonanno, who 
helped to start the Parkwatch Program 
in 1982 at the 470-mile-long Blue Ridge 
Parkway before being transferred. The 
parks are encouraging neighbors and 
visitors to take an interest in protecting 
their parks, he says. 

And the Great Smokies' Garrison 
agrees, "I'm a firm believer that the 
only way we're going to stop poaching 
is through education." 

Yvette La Pierre last wrote for National 
Parks about sportfishing. Her children's 
book on Native American rock art trill 
be published this fall. 
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75th Anniversary: 
A Retrospective 

The Work Is Never 
Finished 

Although NPCA has won some significant battles, protecting the parks 
from perennial threats requires constant effort. 

IN THE SPRING of 1920, 
Rep. Addison T. Smith 
of Idaho introduced a 

bill in Congress to create 
an irrigation reservoir in 
Yellowstone National Park. 
This proposal was defeated, 
but for the next decade 
Smith and Sen. Thomas 
Walsh of Montana pushed 
plans to divert water from 
the park for i rr igat ion. 
Among other things, they 
p roposed d a m m i n g the 
Yellowstone River near the 
outlet of Yellowstone Lake. 

The National Parks Association 
(NPA, later called the National Parks 
and Conservation Association) and 
others successfully blocked these plans. 
But NPA had little time to rest, be
cause once a battle was won, another 
would emerge. In the mid-1930s, Colo
rado lawmakers passed legislation to al
low a project to divert water from the 
west slope of the Rockies beneath Rocky 
Mountain National Park to the dry 
plains on the eastern side. As a result of 
the precedent set by this action, a new 
defense of Yellowstone became neces
sary. In February 1937, the Idaho legis
lature petitioned Congress to allow a 
dam at Yellowstone Lake and tunnels 
(such as those being drilled under Rocky 
Mountain National Park) to transport 

By John Miles 

Concessions and the services they provide 
have been on NPCA's agenda for decades, 
and reform is a top priority in the 1990s. 

water from Yellowstone into the Snake 
River drainage. NPA and others again 
succeeded in halting the plan. 

Fifty years after the push to dam 
Yellowstone's lakes and rivers, the 
park's geysers, hot springs, and other 
geothermal wonders are again at risk. 
NPCA is working to gain approval from 
Congress for the Geothermal Protection 
Act, which would prevent the exploita
tion of groundwater in and outside of 
Yellowstone. 

Park waters throughout the system 
are in trouble. In February 1993, NPCA 
published Park Waters in Peril, which 
describes threats to 12 parks including 

Yellowstone. The report 
also recommends solu
tions, such as strengthen
ing the Clean Water Act 
to address seepage from 
city streets and agricultural 
runoff, which accounts for 
50 percent of the water 
pollution in the United 
States. 

Vigilance is the price of 
protect ing the national 
parks, and since its found
ing, NPCA has been an 
unwaver ing wa tchdog . 

NPCA's founders initially believed their 
job would be complete if they helped 
establish parks, set boundaries, wrote 
policy, and defined standards for selec
tion and management. But they learned 
that boundaries afforded little protec
tion, policies could be altered on a po
litical whim, and standards were easily 
corrupted. 

Today, commerical development on 
lands adjacent to parks poses the great
est threat, and includes tapping into 
groundwater, oil and gas exploration, 
logging, grazing, and mining. In 1979, 
NPCA documented these problems 
through a survey. One of the survey's 
more revealing aspects was that no 
matter what the threat, more than half 
of the park superintendents queried 
believed their authority was inadequate 
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to deal with problems be
yond park boundaries. 

The survey touched off 
a flurry of studies by the 
National Park Service 
(NPS), but little progress 
was made in addressing the 
problems. NPCA's 1988 
National Park System Plan, 
Investing in Park Futures: 
A Blueprint for Tomorrow, 
explored adjacent land 
problems and was followed 
by a series of reports in the 
1990s (A Race Against 
Time and Parks in Peril) 
that further described the 
seriousness of the situation. 
To help solve adjacent land 
problems, NPCA has rec
ommended extending park 
boundaries to incorporate 
more land and habitat and 
implementing some form 
of regional management for 
resource protection. 

In the 1950s, Anthony 
Wayne Smith, association 
president from 1958 to 
1980, championed with 
little success the idea of 
coordinated planning and 
management. He sought 
what he called "regional 
recreation planning" as a 
solution to adjacent land 
problems and, another long-standing 
threat to national parks, increasing visi
tor use. Smith thought that federal land 
agencies such as the Park Service, For
est Service, and Bureau of Reclamation 
should coordinate their work to man
age resources. He developed proposals 
for regional approaches in Yellowstone 
and Great Smoky Mountains national 
parks but could not interest anyone in 
authority in his approach. 

In the 1990s, with the emergence of 
"ecosystem management," a more so
phisticated version of Smith's idea of
fers a way to address some of the prob
lems threatening national parks. This 
approach requires parks to be treated 
as significant pieces of much larger sys
tems, and managed as such, rather than 
as islands in a sea of development. 

Water, the lifeblood of the parks, has long 
been under siege. In 1993, NPCA sug
gested solutions in Park Waters in Peril. 

Besides adjacent land threats, NPCA 
continues to fight a variety of problems 
that have dogged the Park Service for 
years. In 1952, NPA Executive Secre
tary Devereux Butcher reported on a 
5,300-mile tour of the parks. During 
his travels, he found a Park Service be
leaguered by an all-too-familiar list of 
woes: crowds stretching the agency to 
the limit, growing morale problems, in
adequate budgets, and low salaries. 
Butcher thought naturalists and inter
preters were the most important park 
staff, because they helped visitors un
derstand and appreciate the parks. Yet, 
he found fewer people filling this role 

because of growing main
tenance and administrative 
demands. Butcher be
lieved this trend indicated 
that the Park Service was 
not making education a 
priority. 

The Park Service's 
budget had been severely 
drained during World War 
II and did not recover sig
nificantly during the de
cade after the war. Led by 
Director Conrad Wirth in 
1955, NPS successfully 
made the case for an infu
sion of money, but addi
tional funds did not solve 
all of the problems. Roads, 
visitor centers, and other 
structures were improved 
and many new ones con
structed, but visitation and 
Park Service responsibili
ties continued to expand 
so rapidly that the agency 
could not keep up. NPCA 
assessments in the 1990s 
describe continuing decay 
of park infrastructure and 
resources, growing strain 
on Park Service staff, and 
ever-increasing visitor 
pressure. 

While the significance 
of the National Park Sys

tem has grown over the years, the agency 
has been persistently plagued by 
insutticent staff and funds. Although 
public law stipulates that the agency 
develop a system to protect and cel
ebrate the natural and cultural heritage 
of the United States, an understanding 
of what this means, beyond designating 
sites, has not kept pace with the times. 
As the definition of what constitutes 
American heritage has broadened, a 
large and diverse system has resulted, 
putting a strain on the Park Service. 

Throughout its history, NPCA has 
been preoccupied with the question of 
what the park system ought to be, what 
it should include, and what purposes it 
should serve. The association founders, 
primarily educators and scientists, 
thought the parks should be centers of 
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Wildlife issues have always been key parts 
of NPCA's agenda. Protecting elk was 
among its first campaigns, and today 
grizzlies are a priority. NPCA also has 
worked to preserve outstanding cultural 
and natural sites, such as Rocky Mountain 
National Park, right, in Colorado. 

education and research, and for 75 years 
the promotion of these activities has 
been a goal. When the association was 
established, the "system" embraced two 
principal classifications—national parks 
and national monuments. Units now fall 
into more than 20 separate classifica
tions, including national historic parks 
and sites, lakeshores, memorials, park
ways, preserves, recreation areas, river-
ways, and scenic trails. The association 
opposed some of these classifications 
as the system evolved, but today it rec
ognizes that this greater variety is a 
permanent reality. 

Since national parks appeared, poli
ticians have proposed substandard ar
eas as parks so they could reap political 
benefits, and the association has stood 
firm against "park pork." The struggle 
to ma in ta in s t a n d a r d s c o n t i n u e s . 
NPCA's opposition to Steamtown USA 
was the latest episode in this part of its 
work. While it has opposed substan
dard parks, the association has con
tinuously advocated new areas, such as 
Hells Canyon for its scenery and 
Manzanar National Historic Site for its 
historic significance. 

Wildlife issues have always been an 
important part of the association's 
agenda. Just as the association worked 
to protect Yellowstone's elk in the 
1920s, NPCA now works to protect 
both grizzly and black bears as well as 
the Florida panther. 

Since the 1940s, concessions issues 
have appeared on NPCA's agenda, and 
in the 1990s reforming the laws that 
govern private businesses that provide 
food, lodging, and other services at na
tional parks is a top priority. After more 
than three years of pushing for reform, 
NPCA won a key victory in the war to 
change the law. In March 1994, the 
Senate passed by a vote of 90 to 9—an 
astounding margin—the National Park 
Concessions Policy Reform Act. 

Robert Sterling Yard reported to 
NPA's board in June 1923 that finally 
the association could get on with its 
work of science and education. "With 
[former New Mexico rancher and 
senator as well as Interior Secretary 
Albert] Fall whipped and out, [Montana 
Senator] Walsh nearly through, Add
ison Smith waiting for a turn of the tide 
which will never come, and a sympa

thetic secretary of the interior, we may 
confidently assume that never again will 
battle require all our effort, and that a 
few years will see it disappear from our 
activities." 

Yard could not have foreseen that 
75 years later battles similar to those he 
engaged in would be in full swing. Al
though Yard and the association won 
some significant skirmishes, the war will 
never be completely over. 

"For 75 years, NPCA has been an 
organization that takes action to make 
our parks better places for all of us . . . . " 
says NPCA President Paul C. Pritchard. 
"We can proudly celebrate our accom
plishments of 75 years as an organization 
of'Citizens Protecting America's Parks." 
But we must also prepare for the next 
75 years by being well aware of the 
challenges to come." 

John Miles teaches environmental stud
ies at Western Washington University 
and is writing a book about NPCA, 
scheduled for release in the fall. This is 
the last in the series of four articles ex
amining NPCA's history in honor of its 
75th year. 
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A C C E S S 

Summer 
in the Parks 

National parks offer something for everyone this season. 

in Washington, D.C., will feature a pa
rade, concert, and spectacular fireworks. 

Civil W a r Sites 
At some battlefields and forts, visitors may 
relive the tumultuous years of the Civil 
War, when our nation came of age. 

May 14-15 
Richmond National Battlefield Park (NBP), Va. 
Richmond's annual living history en
campment will be at Drewry's Bluff, the 
Confederate stronghold that withstood 
several Union advances in 1862. 

May 28-30 

Colonial NHP, Va. 

Civil War Weekend will include tactical 

T in: NATIONAL PARKS offer festivals, 

concerts, reenactments, and other 
activities sure to please the music 

lover, the adventurer, the history buff, or 
the environmentalist in all of us. This list 
of summer events will help visitors nar
row the choice of destinations. 

For more information, contact the in
dividual parks or call the Park Service's 
Office of Inquiries at 202-208-4747. All 
information is subject to change. 

Memoria l Dav 
A ceremony at Andersonville National 
Historic Site (NHS) in Georgia will honor 
all American veterans and prisoners of 
war (POWs). A tribute to those who 
served in the Vietnam War will take place 
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. Other special events 
will be held at Pea Ridge National Mili
tary Park (NMP) in Arkansas, Little Big
horn Battlefield National Monument 
l.NMl in Montana, and the I '.S.S. Arizona 
Memorial in Hawaii. 

Independence Day 
Fireworks will be the highlight of cel
ebrations at many parks. 

At Boston National Historic Park 
(NHP) in Massachusetts, a Harborfest 
celebration will begin June 29, continue 
through the Fourth, and feature military 
encampments and other activities. From 
July 1 through July 9, costumed park 
rangers at Independence NHP in Penn
sylvania will give daily readings of the 
Declaration of Independence. And the 
National Independence Day Celebration 

Vietnam veterans will be remembered 
Memorial Day at the wall, and many parks 
feature fireworks for the Fourth, but none 
grander than those in the nation's capital. 

demonstrations, an encampment, and a 
field hospital. 

June 23-July 3 
Kennesaw Mountain NBP, Ga. 
The 130th anniversary of the 1864 At
lanta Campaign will begin with a presen
tation by Ed Bearss, chief historian for 
the National Park Service (NPS). 

July 1-3 
Gettysburg NMP, Pa. 

The 131st anniversary of the Battle of 
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Gettysburg will feature guided walks fol
lowing the action of each day of the 1863 
battle. 

Historical/Cultural Events 
Park units devoted to history or culture 
represent key elements of our rich na
tional heritage, whether the sites celebrate 
a significant victory, action, or person. 

May 7-15 
Hot Springs National Park (NP), Ark. 
Famous people who have visited the early 
20th-century bathhouses to enjoy the 
soothing, naturally heated spring water 
will be highlighted. 

A Civil War reenactor at Gettysburg, 
which marks its 131st anniversary. 

May 10 
Golden Spike NHS, Utah 

A reenactment and other festivities will 
mark the 125th anniversary of the linking 
ol the transcontinental railroad. 

May 14-15 
Colonial NHP, Va. 
To commemorate the first permanent 
settlement at Jamestown, Colonial will 
host tactical demonstrations, an encamp
ment, a wreath laying ceremony, and a 
band concert. 

Bathhouse Row in Hot Springs, Arkansas, 
hosted many famous people. 

May 22 
Fort Vancouver NHS, Wash. 
The fort will celebrate Queen Victoria's 
birthday as it did when the British-owned 
Hudson's Bay Company ran the fort's 
trading post. 

June-August 
Grand Canyon NP, Ariz. 
Earll Kingston portrays American geolo
gist and explorer John Wesley Powell. 

June 4-6 
Eisenhower NHS, Pa. 
The 50th anniversary of D-Day will fea
ture World War II reenactment groups, 
historic military vehicles, and more. 

June 12-September 5 
Fort Clatsop National Memorial (NMem.). Ore. 
Park rangers will demonstrate and dis-

Homestead Days will feature 
demonstrations of pioneer skills, such as 
the art of making apple butter. 

cuss aspects of the 1805-1806 winter en
campment of the Lewis and Clark expe
dition, which was at the fort. 

June 17-19 
Hopewell Culture NHP, Ohio 
Native Americans will demonstrate life in a 
Miami Indian village circa 1750. 

June 23-26 
Homestead NM of America, Neb. 
Homestead Days will feature demonstra
tions of pioneer crafts and a variety of 
interpretive programs at the site of one of 
the first land claims under the 1862 
Homestead Act. 

June 25 
Great Smoky Mountains NP, Tenn. and N.C. 
Open hearth cooking, sewing, and quilt
ing by local women will mark Southern 
Appalachian Women's Day. 

July 16 
Thomas Stone NHS, Md. 
Crafts, talks, and other activities will cel
ebrate African-American heritage at the 
home of Thomas Stone, a signer of the 
Declaration of Independence. 

August 13-14 
Grand Portage NM, Minn. 
A traditional powwow on Grand Por
tage reservation lands will highlight Ren
dezvous Days, which will include a canoe 
race, encampment, and a tomahawk and 
knife throw. 
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Several park units will celebrate Native 
American culture this summer. 

/. 



Part of the Living Historical Farm at the 
Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial. 

August 18 
Fort Raleigh NHS, N.C. 

Virginia Dare Gossyp Feast will celebrate 
the birth of Virginia Dare, the first En
glish child born in the New World, and 
feature Elizabethan music and games. 

Festivals 
Some lestivals celebrate our nation's vary
ing cultures, others our pioneer history, 
and another a famous bard. 

June 2-19 

Rock Creek Park, Washington, D.C. 

The Shakespeare Theatre and the Park 
Sendee will sponsor free nightly perfor
mances of "The Comedy of Errors" at the 
park's Carter Barron Amphitheatre. 

June 17-19 
Lincoln Boyhood NMem.. Ind. 
Several educational, entertainment, and 
historical organizations will host activi
ties for the Indiana Lincoln Festival. 

July 1-3 

Pu'uhonua o Honaunau NHP, Hawaii 

The Hawaiian Cultural Festival will fea
ture lei making and a hukilau, a commu
nity method of fishing where visitors can 
jump in the shallow bay to participate. 
Nearby Puukohola Heiau NHS will host 
a similar festival August 13-14. 

July 23-24 

Knife River Indian Villages NHS, N.D. 

The Northern Plains Indian Culture best. 
in celebrate Native American culture, will 

include Hint knapping, hide tanning, and 
tipi raising and lolding along with flute-
music and bead and porcupine quill work. 

July 29-August 14 

Chamizal NMem., Tex. 

The festival of Spanish light opera will 
feature companies from the United States 
and several Spanish-speaking countries. 

August 26-28 

San Francisco Maritime NHP, Calif. 

festival of the Sea will feature a parade of 
ships, maritime exhibits, and classic yachts. 

September 17-18 
Great Smoky Mountains NP, Tenn. and N.C. 
The Mountain Life Festival will offer tra
ditional music and demonstrations, such 
as how to make molasses, apple cider, 
and apple butter. 

Music 
Although many summer events feature 
music, a few will be special treats for mu
sic lovers. Some parks hold concerts all 
summer long, such as the Music Under 
the Stars concert series Sunday evenings 
at Chamizal NMem. in Texas, or the 
Wednesday evening concerts at the 
Vanderbilt Mansion NHS in New York. 

May-September 

Yosemite NP, Calif. 

Monday through Thursday evenings, 
Yosemite will host two musical shows. 
"Yosemite by Song" and "Home Planet 
Hootenanny," featuring music about the 
park and the environment. 

Pounding poi at the Hawaiian Cultural 
Festival, Pu'uhonua o Honaunau NHP. 

July 2 

Chickamauga and Chattanooga NMP, Ga. 
"Pops in the Park" will be held on the 
battlefield grounds. 

July 10 

Hubbell Trading Post NHS, Ariz. 

The 108th Army Band will perform at 
this still-active trading post. 

September 10-24 

Grand Canyon NP, Ariz. 

The Grand Canyon Chamber Music Fes
tival will be at the park. 

The Mountain Life Festival at Great 
Smokies offers traditional music. 

Environmental Events 
It is no longer enough for visitors to carry 
out of the parks what they bring in to 
them. This summer some national parks 
give volunteers a chance to do more, while-
others promote education and protection. 

May 20-21 
Cuyahoga Valley National Recreation Area 

(NRA), Ohio 

The grand opening of the education cen
ter will involve schoolchildren and other 
members of the community in a celebra
tion ol environmental education. 

May 22-26 and June 5-9 

Acadia NP, Maine 

Friends of Acadia will host a five-day va
cation for volunteers to help restore the 
park's trails and carriage roads. Volun
teers can stay at a bed-and-breakfast in 
Bar 1 [arbor, for more information and 
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Volunteers remove tires from Buffalo 
National River during the one of the 
park's Trash Bashes. 

prices, call Friends of Acadia, 207-288-
3340. 

June 11, September 10 
Buffalo National River, Ark. 
Buffalo National River will host two clean
up drives called Trash Bashes this summer. 
Volunteers will canoe down the river to 
pick up trash and debris. 

September 17 
Padre Island National Seashore (NS), Tex. 
Volunteers will help pick up trash at Padre 
Island during Texas Coastal Cleanup. 

If you have time and energy left, you can 
also bike up a mountain, take a tour ot the 
last resting place of the Hagerman 1 lorse, 
or have breakfast with thousands of bats. 

May 22, June 25 
Blue Ridge Parkway, N.C. and Va. 
Assault on Mount Mitchell is a 100-mile 
bicycle ride along the Blue Ridge Parkway 
ending at the summit of Mount Mitchell in 
western North Carolina. Another major 
bicycle event, the Tour Du Pont, will take-
place at the Parkway on June 25. 

May 28 
Hagerman Fossil Beds NM, Idaho 
Fossil Day will highlight the fossils 
found at the monument. Park 
rangers will take groups to the 
famous quarry where the Hager
man Horse, Idaho's state fossil, 
was discovered in the late 1920s. 

June 14-28 
Petrified Forest NP, Ariz. 
For the two-week period around 
the Summer SolsticeJune21, park 
rangers will interpret the ancient 
petroglyphs that serve as solar 
calendars. 

July 4 
Cape Hatteras NS, N.C. 
Ocracoke Island Sandcastle 
Contest is an annual event spon
sored by the Ocracoke Island Civic 
Association and NPS. 

July 24-30 
Assateague Island NS, Md. 
The highlights of Assateague's annual 
"Pony Penning Week" will be the famous 
swim of the wild pony herd from Assateague 
to Chincoteague Island, Virginia, and the 
auction of foals. 

August 9 
National Mall, Washington, D.C. 
Smokey Bear's 50th birthday celebration 
will include music and entertainment. 

August 1 1 
Carlsbad Caverns NP, N.Mex. 
The annual Bat Flight Breakfast will allow 
spectators to have breakfast while viewing 
the early morning return of thousands of 
bats after their nocturnal hunt for food. 

August 18 -21 
Mesa Verde NP, Colo. 

The 67th Pecos Archaeological Conference 
at Mesa Verde will include a field trip to 
archaeological sites. 

August 25 
Throughout the park system 
Many parks will offer tree admission and 
special activities for NPS's 78th anniversary. 

Compiled by Kim O'Connell, editorial 
assistant for National Parks. 

America's 
First 

Silver 
Dollar 

Real legal tender of the 
13 Colonies and early U.S. 

Struck in silver-rich New Spain from 
1772 to 1825, these magnificent sil
ver dollars were popularly used in 
the 13 Colonies and remained offi
cial legal tender in the United States 
until 1857. Denominated 8 Reales 
(or 8 bits), they were the most fa
vored trade silver dollars in the 
world. Clipper ships carried them to 
China, where our Fine quality was 
found, bearing "chopmarks" of Chi
nese merchants who tested the sil
ver. Each big 39mm .903 fine silver 
dollar comes with a certificate of 
authenticity. While supplies last, 
prices are as follows: 1-2 coins, $89 
each; 3-4 coins, $85 each; 5-9 coins, 
$82 each; 10 coins, $795 (save $95). 
Limit 10. Order #7144A. 

To order by credit card, call toll-free 
1-800-451-4463 at any time.Or send 
a check or money order to: Interna
tional Coins & Currency, Inc., H E . 
State St., Box 218, Dept. 2993, 
Montpelier, VT 05601. Add just $2 
for postage. Special presentation 
cases for individual coins are $250 
each. 100% satisfaction guarantee: 
full 30-day return privilege. 

"We won't keep you waiting" 
Serving collectors for 20 years 

2993 
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ADVERTISEMENT 

Immigration Fuels U.S. Population Growth 
We at Negative Population Growth, Inc. (NPG) believe 

that our country is already vastly overpopulated in terms of the 
long range carrying capacity of its resources and environment. 

We believe, therefore, that U.S. population growth should 
be halted as soon as possible, and eventually reversed. 

But, unless our present massive immigration is drasti
cally reduced, we will never be able to stabilize our popu
lation at a sustainable level. 

In the decade of the 80s we grew by some 25 million. 
Immigration, both legal and illegal, accounted for about 40 
percent of that huge increase in our numbers. Projections are 
that we will grow by at least as much in the 90s. 

If present rates of fertility and immigration continue, 
our population, now over 260 million, will pass 400 million 
shortly after 2050, with no end to growth in sight! Such 
growth would be catastrophic both for our environment, 
and for our standard of living. 

We need to reduce immigration to the level of emigration 
(out-migration) so that immigration will no longer contribute 
to our population growth. That would require halting illegal 
immigration, and reducing legal immigration to a comprehen
sive ceiling of 200,000 a year, including all relatives and 
refugees. Then, immigration would be roughly balanced with 
emigration. 

We now allow more than 800,000 legal immigrants to 
come here each year. Their numbers are swelled by over 
300,000 illegal immigrants. 

Advocates of Massive Immigration Are Wrong! 
There are powerful forces that fight not only to keep 

immigration at the present high level, but to increase it. 
Among them are employers who want low-wage labor, ethnic 
groups whose leaders seek greater political power, and some 
humanitarians who believe in virtually open borders. 

They also include pro-growth advocates who believe that 
an ever-growing labor force, fueled by immigration, is neces
sary to achieve their goal of an ever-increasing GNP. That goal, 
in the real world of environmental and resource limits, is a 
recipe for disaster. 

How Can We Best Help Others? 
Beyond any question, the United States should maintain 

the humane policies toward immigrants and refugees that have 
characterized its past. 

But we need to express our compassion in an intelligent 
way. Our priority should be to improve living conditions in the 
developing countries, rather than to allow vast numbers of their 
citizens to settle here. 

World population is growing by some 90 million a year, 
and almost all of that growth occurs in the developing coun
tries. We cannot possibly allow more than a tiny fraction of 
those millions to come here. What can we do to help all those 
who have no choice but to remain at home? 

One thing is crystal clear. The problems of the underde
veloped countries are beyond solution by emigration. To 
pretend otherwise is simply self-delusion. 

Nothing can permanently improve living conditions in 
these countries unless they first halt their population growth, 
the root cause of their poverty and environmental degrada
tion. 

Those who assert that eradicating poverty is a prerequisite 
for halting population growth have the process just backwards. 
Only after halting their population growth can developing 
countries even begin to bring their standard of living up to an 
adequate level. 

We should spare no effort or expense to help those nations 
that are prepared to make a determined effort to halt, and 
eventually to reverse, their population growth. 

We Need A Sensible U.S. Immigration Policy 
We cannot continue to allow our national immigration 

pol icy to be dictated by special interest groups who pursue their 
own agendas without regard for the broad national interest. 

Our immigration policy should be an integral part of 
a national population policy aimed at halting, and then 
reversing, our population growth, so that U.S. population 
can eventually be stabilized at a lower, more sustainable 
level. 

As Americans, our first obligation, to ourselves and to our 
children and grandchildren, is to restore and preserve the land 
we have inherited. In shaping our immigration policy, our top 
priority must be our own national interest, and the welfare of 
present and future generations of Americans. 

If you agree that we need to reduce legal immigration, and 
halt illegal immigration, once and for all, we need your 
support. NPG is a nonprofit, public interest organization 
founded in 1972. To become a member, please send us your 
check today. 

YES! I want to become a member of NPG, and help 
reduce U.S. immigration to a level compatible with our 
national interest. I am enclosing my check for annual 
membership dues. 

Name 

_$30 .$50 _$100 Other 

Address. 

City State Zip 

Mail to: Negative Population Growth, Inc. 
210 The Plaza, P.O. Box 1206, Teaneck, NJ 07666 

NP-594 
I I 
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Thanks for the Memories 
Park historian John C. Miles has com
pleted his book about NPCA. Miles, a 
professor of history at Western Wash
ington University, has been chronicling 
NPCA's history in a series for National 
Parks (see the last in the series on page 
38). The book is expected to be released 
early this fall. 

"I've really enjoyed learning about 
some of the key players in the story," 
Miles said of writing the book, "and 
have come to understand the role the 
association has played in the last 75 
years in protecting the parks." 

For a limited time, NPCA is offering 
its members a prepress 28-percent dis
count off the book's retail price of 
$24.95. To reserve your copy at $18.00 
plus shipping and handling, contact 
Amy Rubin at 1-800-NAT-PARK, ex
tension 213. 

National Park Week 
The National Park Service has declared 
May 22-28, 1994, National Park Week 
to focus the public's attention on these 
special places. Each of the 367 national 
park units will hold special activities 
highlighting the value and diversity of 
our nation's natural, cultural, and his
toric places. Events will range from re
ceptions at smaller sites to major park-
related exhibits at larger parks such as 
Grand Canyon. For more information 
on National Park Week events, contact 
the individual parks or the Park Service 
Office of Inquiries at 202-208-4747. For 
other summer events, see page 41. 

Join the Network! 
In this issue, National Parks profiles six 
of the most effective and dedicated ad
vocates of our National Park System 
(see page 22). Many more NPCA mem
bers, however, are part of NPCA's Park 
Activist Network, which coordinates 
citizen action at the local level. 

Members of the network work as 
park activists, Park Watchers, or part 
of park advocacy groups. To stay in
formed, network members receive The 
ParkWatcher, an action-oriented bi
monthly newsletter, as well as issue-
specific alerts. For more information or 
to join the Park Activist Network, con
tact NPCA's Grassroots Department at 
1-800-NAT-PARK. 

Making the Difference 
"Civil engineers make the difference; 
they build the quality of life" is the 
motto of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers (ASCE). ASCE plans to live 
up to its motto once again with the 
"International Conference and Exposi
tion on Marinas, Parks, and Recreation 
Developments," to be held June 26-30 
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. NPCA has 
signed on as a nonfinancial cooperating 
organization for the conference. For 
information, contact George De Feis, 
ASCE manager of conference market
ing and programs, at 212-705-7496. 

Earth Share 
Earth Share will be the sole beneficiary 
of a matching gift program that AT&T 
is promoting to its employees for Earth 
Day. The company will match all em
ployee donations made to any Earth 
Share agency from April 15 to May 15. 
NPCA was one of the founding organi
zations of Earth Share, created in 1988 
to promote workplace giving and com
prising 41 environmental organizations. 

Many other employers match em
ployee donations to charitable organi
zations, so check with your human re
sources or personnel office about your 
company's policy. If your company does 
not have a matching gifts program, 
NPCA can assist you in encouraging 
your employer to start one. Contact 
Hedy Franco at 1-800-NAT-PARK, ex
tension 255, for details. 

Citation for Excellence 
The Tension Envelopes Company re
cently awarded a "Citation for Excel
lence" to NPCA for using the Send & 
Return envelope. NPCA is the first en
vironmental organization to use this 
unique envelope for acquiring new 
members. The envelope allows NPCA 
to save 90 tons of paper a year by serv
ing as both the outgoing and return 
mail device. 

Posters for Parks 
NPCA and Hi-Tec Sports USA have 
teamed up to promote the 1994 "Post
ers for Parks" series. The net proceeds 
from the sale of this year's poster and 
T-shirt, which feature many species of 
national park wildlife, will help fund 
NPCA park projects. NPCA would like 
to thank everyone who purchased items 
from the 1993 "Posters for Parks" cam
paign, which to date has raised nearly 
$60,000 for NPCA programs. See the 
Hi-Tec advertisement on page 13. 

Balance of Power 
Through a new balance transfer pro
gram, The Bank of Baltimore is offer
ing an even lower annual percentage 
rate to all NPCA MasterCard owners. 
Now you can pay off other credit card 
balances and help NPCA preserve our 
national parks. This promotion is avail
able through December 31, 1994. For 
more information and balance transfer 
checks, call the bank at 1-800-252-9002. 

Travel Program Tabled 
The NPCA Member Travel Program 
has been put on hold indefinitely. If 
you have any questions, call Jennifer 
Charnetski at 1-800-NAT-PARK, ex
tension 143. 
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Next Issue... 
The July/August issue will feature 
stories on the negative impact ol 
"flightseeing"; the fight to protect 
Yellowstone National Park from the 
massive gold mine proposed near it; 
and the effect of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement on Mexico 
border parks. Also, "Access" will 
highlight good parks for star-gazing. 



R E V I E W S 

Birds of the Parks 

WHETHER YOU ARE a backyard 
b i rder en thra l led by the 
chickadee, someone who has 

sought the common potoo in Trinidad 
and Tobago, or a combination of the 
two, Roland Waiter's bird-finding books 
will appeal to you. 

In The Visitor's Guide to the Birds of 
Eastern National Parks and its com
panion for Rocky Mountain parks, 
Wauer tells us where the birds are. He 
also tells us what types to look for in 
which particular parks and at what time 
of year. Whether he describes common 
eiders in Acadia, wood thrushes at 
Mammoth Cave, or belted kingfishers 
at Chattahoochee River, the depictions 
are crafted by an avid birder. 

Illustrations by Mimi Hoppe Wolf 
accompany each chapter, which anec-
dotally describes a bird of particular 
interest at the featured park. In the 
chapter about the Everglades, Wauer 
begins with a description of the scrub 
jay. Kin to the blue and Stellar's jays, 
the scrub lacks the crown shared by the 
other two. This blue and gray bird is 
neither unusual nor secretive, but like 
many native Florida species, it has been 
devastated by the elimination of habitat. 

Each chapter contains information 
of interest even to a veteran birder. 
Black guillemots, black and white sea-
birds with astonishingly red legs, mate 
for life; therefore, males and females 
are found swimming together in dead 
of winter. But common eiders, seabirds 
with a striking green band on the head, 
do not. The duller females and juveniles 
are usually seen together in winter. 

A 20-year veteran of the National 
Park Service, Wauer is a naturalist. His 
descriptions take in not just what the 
creature looks like, but what it eats and 
where it nests. His appreciation for birds 

is so great that his frustration at their 
loss is echoed throughout the text. His 
is not merely a guide for the hobbyist, 
but also a primer for anyone who cares 
about preserving these treasures. 

"The bottom line is that our North 
American birds are losing their breeding 
grounds, winter habitats, and all of the 
stopover places in between." 

He tells us that the key to long-term 
perpetuation of native species is the 
protection of intact ecosystems. This 
includes the elimination from refuges, 
parks, and private reserves of all "de
grading activities," including grazing, 
mining, logging, and road building. 

He warns that without large unfrag-
mented pieces of land, songbirds such 
as warblers, vireos, and thrushes will be 
in graver danger than they are already. 
Most of us know that the loss of rain
forests affects tropical species, but not 
everyone is aware that the loss also af
fects North American birds, which nest 
in the United States and Canada but 
spend winters refueling in the forests of 
South and Central America. 

Wauer suggests that one method of 
salvaging nesting areas is to replace the 
Endangered Species Act with the En
dangered Ecosystems Act. This would, 
Wauer says, be more effective in pro
tecting large tracts of habitat that con
tain several threatened or endangered 
species. 

The books are an essential compan
ion for anyone who wants to learn more 
about bird life in the national parks. 

The Visitor's Guide to the Birds of 
Eastern National Parks and The 
Visitor's Guide to the Birds of Rocky 
Mountain National Parks, paperback, 
$15.95 each; published by John Muir 
Publications of Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

—Linda M. Rancourt 

Planning 
atrip? 

The National 
Park Store 

is a great source for books, 
maps, videos & guides for 

your adventures. 

Travel, nature, history, and 
literature of America's parks. 

Call for our free catalog or 
to place an order. 

National Park Store 

Pier 39. .1-11 

San Francisco, CA 9a 133 

(415)433-7221 

A nonprofit national park association 

GIANT 
4-Man Inflatable Boat 
With OUTBOARD MOTOR 

$167 
C A L L F H E E 7 D A Y S A W E E K 

As part of an advertising test, United 
Pacific Freight will send the above boat 
and motor to anyone who reads and 
responds to this test within the next 30 
days. All boats are brand new, packed in 
original shipping cartons. Constructed of 
double thick, hi-density fabric, (Lot-Z 26), 
resistant to abrasion, sunlight, salt & oil. 
Four separate air chambers for extra 
safety, with self locking safety valves, oar 
locks bow lifting & towing handle and is 
approximately 9 1/2' long. All boats are 
recommended for ocean and fresh water. 
Limited quantity. First come, first served -
LIMIT - 3 boats per address (no 
exceptions). If your order is received 
within the next 10 days, you will receive 
FREE, a hand/foot inflator/deflator. Add 
$9 handling and crating for each boat 
requested: United Pacific Freight pays all 
shipping. All boats are accompanied with 
a LIFETIME GUARANTEE that they 
must perform 100% or you may return 
your boat for a complete refund. Send 
appopriate sum to: Dept. #1661 United 
Pacific Freight , 16135 Leadwell St., Van 
Nuys, CA. 91406. For fastest service 
order by Visa or Master Card. 

CALL FREE 

1-800-637-6013 
DEPT. #1661 

H A V E Y O U R C R E D I T C A R D R E A D Y V I S A / MC 
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PRODUCTS/GEAR 

Intriguing and Unique Stationery 

You I] n u l l , love our envelopes anil stationers made from 
guvciumenl surplus topouraphie maps ll ivi-n nun map lovers 
are InUttued b) our "Cieolopes"1".) A truly inspired reeveline 
ideal "deolopes"1* ' eome in various sizes and meet U.S.P.S. 
requirements. We guarantee your eorrespondenls will open tin 
mall wheat] t l iei see tins unique, tuseinaline item Yen 
allordable. Free samples. New l.eel.uu! (lartopraphies. P.O. 
Boa ' ids' ' N. North .Amherst. MA 01059, (415)549,4124. 

We don't just sell this slult 
we a lso a e a r i t . 

D A I L Y 

The Best in Outdoor, Nature 
and Travel Guides for the 

Western U.S. 
Oiitdoor^SS»kw 

Bookstore For a free cata log 
(406) 258-6085 

P.O. Box 8-NP • Mi l l town, MT 59851 

Yel lowstone, G r a n d Canyon, Z ion , 

Arches, Yosemite, Rocky Mounta in 

and the list goes on - HO maps of over 45 National 
I'arks plus recreation areas throughout the 11514 

"Perhaps the best topographic maps of national 
parks are being produced by Trails I l lustrated" 

Spokane Chronicle 

"The nicest topos we've ever seen" 
Backpacker Magazine 

"...accurate, weather-worthy" 
Outside Magazine 

"...handsomely i l lustrated" 
The Denver Post 

"...a boon" 
USA Weekend 

For a free 
catalog, contact 
Trails Illustrated 

PO Box 3610 
Evergreen, CO 80439 

(800)962-1643 

Trails Illustrated • More than a map 
Sold around the world - Ask for them by name 

TMLSIILUSTI^TEDK 

Image-Change Recycle T-Shirt! 

1009. Cotton-Machina Wash & Dry-S-M-L-Xl 

Only $16 95 a $1.50 shipping/handling! 
Image changes (** residue, odd 6% too 
with temperatu re ! s.nd ch«k or M « , . , o d . r «, 

Toad Togs 
PO Box 25681 
Munds Park, Ax. 86017 

$2 Donated lo NPCA lor each shirt! 

Authentic Famous 
and Hhtoric Trees. 

Send $2.00 
for our new 

44 page, full-
color booklet 
showing how 
you can plant 

a Famous & 
Historic Tree. 

AMERICAN FOKLSIS famous k Historic Trees 
8555 Plummer Road, Jacksonville, Florida 522 

TRAIL FOODS 

FREEZE DRIED FOODS 
Personal Service & Discount Prices 

Mountain House, Alpineaire, 

Richmoor Brands and Backpacker Pantry 

Call or write for Free Menu 

CLEAR WATER TRADER - 637 Fairview Dr. 

Woodland, CA 95695-3678 (916)661-1507* 

REAL BEEF JERKY. 
REAL TURKEY JERKY 
Smoked or seasoned,Charqui Beef 

Jerky and Turkey Jerky are delicious. 

The beef is real beef strip. No hor

mones or steroids. In peppered or 

teriyaki flavor. 

The turkey is real turkey breast. All 

natural. In sweet and smokey, or 

teriyaki flavor.Both are high energy 

protein, and over 95% fat free. 

Great for snacks, or survival, don't 

go outdoors without them. 

Beef: Natural or Teriyaki 6 oz: $6.49 
Turkey: Smoked or Teriyaki 6 oz: $6.49 

Send Check to Veder: Box 1065 

Bolton Landing, NY 12814 

Ph. (518) 644 -2796 

In U.S. please include $1.50 postage and handling. 

BOOKS/PUBLISHING 

International Travelers' Handbook 
Everything travelers must know about passports, 

visas, entrylexit requirements, embassies consulates, 

health, immunizations, foreign currency. Customs 

rules, phones, mail, VAT. Much more! Send $12.95. 

Far we st Publishing, Box 1340 C, Issaquah, WA 98027 

ENJOY YOUR PARKS MOREI 
with colorful, descriptive books 
(many from park cooperating 
associations) written by rang
ers, naturalists, historians, others. Some discounts. 
Send $3 (or map/guide to all US national park areas. 
$18 for Frame's National Park Guide (256pp). 

Eieecatalog.; NATIONAL PARK PUBLICATIONS 
Box 28S7-NMJ, D i l l lon , CO 80436 

AUTHORS WANTED 
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of 

all types: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, scholarly. |uve-

nile and religious works, etc New authors welcomed 

Send lor free 32-page illustrated booklet D-63 

Vantage Press. 516 W 34 St., New York. NY 10001 

SERVICES 

FREE Binocular Buying Guide 

CALL 1-800-624-8107 
Best Prices on Bausch & Lomb. 

Leica, Nikon. Zeiss and More! 

National Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. MN (612)546-6831 

• Animal lovers! 
I Home study prepares you lor great jobs 

• in animal care and veterinary assistance. 

I Free literature: 800-223-4542. 

Name Age 

I Address 
CRy State Zip 
School of Animal Science, Dept. CF442 

• 6065 Roswell Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only S19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
^ ^ ^ D e p t N ^ R t z B o x i ^ W a r r e n s ^ ^ d e e s ^ ^ 

HELP US REDUCE U.S. POPULATION! 
Send today for our FREE BROCHURE and learn 

why we recommend a smaller U.S. (and world) 

population. NPG is a nonprofit membership orga

nization founded in 1972. 

NEGATIVE POPULATION GROWTH, INC. 

P.O. Box 1206, 210 The Plaza, Suite 8A 

Teaneck, NJ 07666 

TOURS/TRAVEL 

AUSTRALIA & NEW Z E A L A N D 

Walkabouts 

Nature , H ik ing & the O u t d o o r s 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track; Australia's Outback, 
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CQ 
Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara. CA 93130 
(805)687-7282 

^©OPPORTUNITIES 

Commemorative 50th Anniversary 

logo products! Doormat $29.95, 

Full Color Fridge Magnet $2.95, 

Silver Plated Collectible Spoon 

$7.95, Memo Pads 2/pack $4.95 

AND MORE! ppd. FREE CATALOG 

Wildlife Designs 8035773602 

Box 513 Charleston, SC 29402 

FREE C A T A L O G 
1 - 8 0 0 - 5 7 7 - 8 8 3 3 

. M l . , , ' WiamfcHtr Ml -IKIVj 



HUM'S F/WFSr WfiDifff & GLACIER CRUISES 

Viewgladen 8 wildlife up dote! •Full 8 hall-day loan, Uay-Seplemoer 

K E N A I FJOROS 
T O U R S 

hi fUiInformationCall: /A/l/ l I A l t 0/1 L0 
Box 1889 Dept IIP Seward, AK 99664 lOVVI'tfO'QVOQ 

Tours for Active Folks Over Fiftu 
Day Hikes in Olympic National Park 
July 31st - Aug 6th 
From Mountains - to Rain Forests and 
Oceanside Walks. Lodging, Meals Ar Ground 
Transport Included. 

Walk A b o u t t h e W e s t 
376C Bockrimmon Hvd • Colorado Springs. CO 80919 

17191 531-9577 

C R U I S E T H E C O A S T OF MAINE! 
Cruise comfortably aboard the 

83 ft mini cruise vessel PAULINE (12 passengers). 
Or sail into an adventure aboard the distinguished 

w Maine windjammer Schooner 
aVJ ti STEPHEN TABER (22 passengers). * 

3- & 6-day cruises ,̂ 
9 Brochures : 1 -800 -999-7352^ 
imer Wharf. P.O.Box 1050. Rockland. ME 04841 

SWISS ALPS 
Modeiate OAT hikin| tours. 2 or 4 weeks Ride up above tree 
line and nine down Over 50 optional length hikes basing one 
week at 10 charming mountain villages i l 3 or * star hotels 
Write tor tree brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS _ 
7«3l Cl.fts.de Or SwisSaififr 
anon QH 44313 >wi»mijy 

WALK EUROPE 
Beautiful countryside. Medieval villages. Breath
taking mountain scenery. Easy to moderate trips. 
Delightful hotels & Great food. 

W A N D E R T O U R S , I N C . 
Box 8607, Somerville. NJ 08876 

( 8 0 0 ) 2 8 2 - 1 8 0 8 

I Going to the 
Grand Canyon? 

Travel by authentic steam train and 
experience the history of the West. 
Ride in turn-of-the-century style from 
Williams, Arizona, to the breathtaking 
Grand Canyon. 
Leave the driving 
and parking 
worries 
behind. 
For tickets 
and great 
package 
deals 
including 
lodging and 
meals, call 
your travel 
agent or 
1-800-THE-TR 

, B TP 

GRAND CANYON RAILWAY 
Preserving our national heritage. 

Aiahorireil concessioner of the National Pork Serciee 

V from 
Sept. IVOI 

Archaeology Tours Best of the Southwest, ancient 
ruins. Chaco Canyon, Mesa Verde, Canyon de Chelly. 
Santa Fe. Day of the Dead Fiestas, Oaxaca, Mexico. 
Winter tours of fabulous Maya ruins of Mexico and 
Central America. First Class. Expert archaeologist 
guides. 

The Rrchoeoloolcol Conseiuoncq 

RESORTS 

VA 5301 Central NE. 7) 1218 Albuquerque, 
N NM 87108 (SOS) 266-1540 

BROOJtT? B £ A R 
Photography Excursions - Wildlife Viewing 

txpkwv ill. amraWOttsm n) 
K A T t M A t P A T f O n A L P A R K 

•boanf ili. .uvi'ur.r. 

D O C K S I D S TOURS 
l-800-5.32-83.3S 

I'.o. Box 150.3 • Homer, AK 99603 

FREE 20 PAGE BROCHURE! 
CALL 1 800 451 6034 

WHITEWATER RAFTING IN IDAHO AND ECUADOR 
MEDITERRANEAN VACHTING IN TURKEY 

SELF-DRIVE BARGE RENTALS IN TRANCE 

Ms*k£L*e*£ AsfU/ 
S M I I , , , - ROWPOSO. SIS Hi.lo 

The world's # / active travel company 

BACKROADS 

Worldwide Biking, Walking, Running, 
Cross-Country Skiing & Multi-Sport Vacations 

FOR FREE CATALOGS CALL 

1-800-GO-ACTIVE 

510-527-1555 or Fax: 510-527-1444 

1516 5th St., Suite A401 Berkeley, CA 94710-1740 

WILDLIFE EXPEDITIONS 

YELLOWSTONE 
AND G R A N D T E T O N NATIONAL PARKS 

FOR A DAY OR A WEEK 
BEST HOTELS AND FOOD 

WILDLIFE INSTITUTE 

BIOLOGIST-GUIDED C 7 
VERY SMALL GROUPS \jf 
OREAT P l A I N t Q 
107-733-3633 - R ^ B BOX 75BD JACKSON HOLE, WY 83001 

WILDERNESS CANOE CAMPING TRIPS 
NO E X P E R I E N C E N E E D E D I 

•Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness - MN 
• Quetlco Provincial Park • Ontario i 

CANADIAN BORDER, 
OUTFITTERS 

P.O.Box 117-Ely, MN 55731 
Col 1400-247-7530 lor fnp pkxinng pockel t 

BROOKS RANGE/ARCTIC ALASKA 
Explore Alaska's spectacular northern 
wilderness year-round by eanoe, raft, 

backpack or clog team. 

B r o o k s Range W i l d e r n e s s Tr ips 
Box 8 0 1 2 1 , Fairbanks , AK 9 9 7 0 8 " ( 9 0 7 ) 488-6787 

Canadian Rockies—North America's best & 
most spectacular adventure walking/hiking. 
Discover Canada's mountains, glaciers, and 
National Parks. Small groups, friendly atmo
sphere, comfortable lodgings. 

White Mountain Tours. Box 229-4, Canmore, 
AB Canada, T0L 0M0. 403-678-4099 

f/Yy/tY//- 7/ //f/f/Yt/'i-i 

/sff/yY 

"in Alaska's newest State Park 

EAGU2S 
it \l kLi:t\k(II)l\KBK0\3AHEM: 

OTTER and excellent salmotvhalibut fishing. 
EleibUlt leg Indite ;llld gllesl cabins with supeth 

K E N N I C O n G L A C I E R L O D G E 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 
show from the comfort of our modern 
lodge in the heart of the Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 
fields, wilderness rivers and the world's 
largest ghost town—all at our front door. 
Write or call toll free for brochure. 

1-800-582-5128 
P.O. Box 103940, A n c h o r a g e , A K 99510 

DISCOVER 

Imagine exploring the peaceful beauty of secluded coves Swimming 
in sparkling blue waters Hiking through unspoiled wilderness All 
along with the comforts of home Sound like your dream vacation7 

Seven Crown Resorts one of the nation's largest houseboat com
panies, has houseboats waiting to make your dream come true on 
four of the West's most spectacular waterways - take Mead Lake 
Mohave take Shasta or California Delta resorts Call today lor 
more information and reservations, or your dream 
vacation could be just a passing fancy 

SEVEN CROWN RESORTS 

1B00752 9669 
KHUN • WW * •• •gumnia M. n •WW •WMKVMM MM <; 

http://Cl.fts.de
http://l-800-5.32-83.3S


P A R K P U R S U I T 

Island Hopping 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl
edge of the history and the natu
ral resources represented within 

the National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The May/June quiz focuses on park 
units that are islands, and information 
has been provided to aid you in identi
fying the places depicted. 

The air of mystery surrounding is
lands has for centuries drawn people to 
them. Islands mean tide pools or ponds 
to explore, the possibility of a treasure 
hunt and picnics, or a campout under 
the stars. To early explorers sailing hos
tile seas, islands offered a haven and a 
refuge. To modern explorers, islands 
offer a place to escape from the hectic 
technological age, the noise, and the 

pressure. Islands are guideposts for 
navigators, nesting grounds for seabirds, 
and the first line of defense against 
hurricanes and invaders for coastal 
towns and cities. 

Islands, too, represent isolation. This 
isolation can suggest solitude, but it also 
can indicate insulation. Many of these 
land forms have been insulated from 
change. Some islands are cut off so 
completely from the mainland that this 
circumstance allows them to develop 
their own peculiar species of birds, rep
tiles, and plants. 

Charles Darwin's theory of evolution 
was developed following his scientific 
trek aboard the now famous H M S 
Beagle to the Galapagos Islands off 
South America. Here Darwin found 
species bearing some resemblance to 

those living on the mainland but which 
had distinct characteristics of their own. 
Today, the Galapagos Islands offer 
visitors a chance to witness some of the 
bizarre and interesting creatures that 
years ago captured Darwin's attention. 

The National Park Service offers its 
own cloak of insulation. The park sys
tem includes more than a dozen island 
parks, protecting them from the change 
of development. 

If you are unable to wait until next 
issue for the answers, call our 900 num
ber from a touch-tone phone (see page 
6). Answers to the March/April quiz 
are: 1. Devils Tower National Monu
ment in Wyoming; 2. Devils Postpile 
National Monument in California; and 
3. Hells Canyon National Recreation 
Area in Idaho. 

1 This island had 
been used for a 
residence and 
pasturage. The 
park has an 
underwater trail 
that passes 
through coral 
reefs, and it is 
one of the most 
important nesting 
sites for the 
brown pelican. 
What national 
park site is this? 

SI) May/June 1994 
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3 A starkly beautiful place 
rich in natural resources, 
this island hosts more 
than 800 species of 
plants and animals, 
which are year-round or 
transient residents. At 
least 33 species of marine 
mammals, including 27 
species of whales and 
dolphins and six species 
of seals and sea lions, can 
be found in the park. It is 
a great place to watch 
whales migrating. What 
national park site is this? 

In about 2000 B.C., 
Native Americans 
mined copper here, 
where a visitor can 
also find wolves and 
moose. About 80 
percent of the park 
is under the water of 
shallow ponds, 
streams, and rivers, 
and deep cold lake 
waters. Accessible 
by boat or float
plane, this island 
boasts many inland 
lakes—carved by 
glaciers. What 
national park site is 
this? 
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Cleanser 

Cleanse Her 

We make Bon Ami Cleanser different from most 
cleaning products, We believe in cleaning well 
with fewer chemicals. Bon Ami has no chlorine. 
phosphates, perfumes or dyes. With simple 
ingredients, you can keep your home really 
clean! 

Our cleanser is fonnulated from a bkxlegradable 
detergent that cuts grease and dissolves surface 
dirt. With just enough abrasive muscle to move 
residue and tough buildup. Bon Ami is gentle 
enough for fiberglass yet tough on stains and 
grease. 

The Faultless Starch lion Ami Company also 
IxTieves in supporting efforts which lienefit the 
environment. That's why we haw spinsured 
annual awards with lite National Parks and 
Conservation Association since 1985. The 
awards recognize individuals who haw 
achieved positive results through environmental 
activism, preserving and protecting America's 
National Parks. 

Bon .Ami Cleanser. Simple ingredients that really 
clean your home. 

1025 West 8dl Street Kansas City. Missouri 64101-1200 
Doing business on I'kmci Earn) 


