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Let these three Reader's Digest videocassettes treat you to all the splendor 
of six GREAT NATIONAL PARKS. Scale majestic mountains. Descend into 

awesome canyons. Soar above the clouds for breathtaking panoramas. 
Venture into mysterious nooks and crannies. 

Grand Teton & Glacier Land of Shining Mountains Zion & Bryce Canyon Canyons of Wonder Mount Rainier & Olympic Northzoest Treasures 

See For Yourself... 
Even if you spend years in 
our National Parks, there's no 
guarantee you'd see so much, or 
experience each park at its finest 
moment. But with this Emmy 
Award-winning video treasury, 
the most breathtaking vistas will 
be waiting for you to enjoy. 

The shyest animals will come 
out for you to admire. The most 
fleeting blossoms will 
be in glorious full bloom. 

Stare Into the Eyes 
of a Black Bear. 
Come face to face with rock 
antelope and coyote, mule deer 
and bighorn sheep, bison and 
beaver, marmot and moose, 
sage grouse and blue heron. 

Surround Yourself 
With Flowers. 
Wander through wood nymph 
and blue gentian, Glacier lily and 
yellow columbine, hoursemint 
and harebell, Arctic willow and 
Engelmann spruce. 

Meet the People 
Who Love These Places. 
Native Americans whose lore 
brings the landscape to life. 
Rangers who have devoted 
their lives to preserving these 
parks. Crusty old Pacific seafar
ers with incredible tales to tell. 

Enjoy It All. 
Accompanied by natural sounds, 
magnificent music, and 
expert commentary. 
IVN is a Corporate Sponsor of the NPAA. 

©The Reader's Digest Association 
©1992 International Video Network 

See Six of America's Proudest Treasures for 15-Days Risk-Free! 
Return your YES Order Coupon, or call TOLL-FREE 1-800-669-4486, Ext. 21. 

Q © Closed Captioned by the National Captioning Intitute. 

Get all six GREAT NATIONAL 
PARKS in three videocassettes 
for only $59.95, plus a FREE 
slip case to protect your 
valuable collection. 
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Y E S ! I want to see six of America's GREAT NATIONAL PARKS for a 15-day 
risk-free preview. Rush my three-videocassettes for only $59.95 (and my FREE slip 
case), plus sales tax, if any, and $6.00 for shipping & handling. I understand that if 
I am not 100% satisfied, I can return them for a complete refund. 

Sets @ $59.95 each Payment Method 
• Check (amount enclosed $ ) 

— D AMEX • VISA • MC CA and TN add sales tax. 

Shipping/Handling $6/set _ 

Total Payment $_ 
Please allow 3-4 weeks for delivery 

Account Number 

Expiration Date 

Signature (if charging) 

For Faster Service, Call TOLL-FREE 1-800-669-4486, Ext 21. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 

International Video Network 
2242 Camino Ramon, San Ramon, CA 94583 

Your Front Row Seat 
for the Most Spertacxdar 

Sjhxvwson Ec3Jrth! 



Wise Use Movement, page 32 

EDITOR'S N O T E 

Our national parks and other public 
lands are under siege. A growing coali
tion, known as the Wise Use Move
ment, includes in its agenda such goals 
as opening up national parks to mining, 
logging, and other extractive industries; 
overturning the Endangered Species Act 
and a host of other environmental 
regulations; and allowing unrestricted 
access to lands designated as wilder
ness areas. Driven largely by greed and 
shortsightedness, the movement gets its 
money primarily from corporations in
volved in mining, energy development, 
and manufacture of off-road vehicles. 
With this issue, National Parks begins a 
three-part series in which journalist Ri
chard M. Stapleton investigates the Wise 
Use Movement and its potential impact 
on our parks (see page 32). 
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l \ s You VIEW THE MAJESTY O F AN ALASKAN CARIBOU, SILHOUETTED BY 

THE BRILLIANT AURA O F A DISAPPEARING DAY, KEEP REMINDING YOURSELF, 

IT'S ONLY A BROCHURE, IT'S ONLY A BROCHURE. 

Actually, it's the Last Frontier through the eyes of those who know it best. The people of Holland America Westours. 

Our Alaska is a place no one else can claim. Varied itineraries spiritually take you into the very heart of the Great Land. 

Allow us to show you firsthand, in complete color. For your free brochure, simply return the 

reply card or see your travel agent today. If you book by January 31, 1993, you'll save up 

to $1,000* per couple. So why not discover Alaska today. The land and the brochure. 

Holland America Wfestours 
A T R A D I T I O N O F E X C E L L E N C E " 

Alaska • Bermuda • Caribbean • Europe • Hawaii • Orient • Panama Canal • Russia's Far East • South Pacific • Western Canada 

*$ 1,000 per couple oft published price applies to deluxe categories and suites on Alaska cruises and most cruisctours Other category discounts availahle Some restrictions apply For your tree 
brochure send in the attached card or write: Holland America Westours Dcpt A3MNPI I W, PO Box 34599, Seattle, WA 98 124-1599 Ships Registry Netherlands Antilles, Bahamas 
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Vision 

MANY OF HISTORY'S 

inspired events 
have taken place at 

the ends of centuries. The 
voyages of Columbus, rati
fication of the U.S. Bill of 
Rights, even the beginnings 
of the American conserva
tion movement, with its con
cern tor urban parks and the 
national parks—all are part 
of this phenomenon. The ends of cen
turies seem to stimulate thinking about 
what has been and what should be. 

At the turn of the last century, con
servationists John Muir, Frederick Law 
Olmstead, and Theodore Roosevelt 
were individuals of great vision because 
they regarded the preservation of our 
landscape as essential to what America 
was all about. Unfortunately, today, 
America's leaders have not seen the op
portunity nor accepted the challenge to 
focus on the vision that would guide 
and inspire America for the future. 

As we approach the close of this 
century, now is the time for vision— 
especially in the preservation of 
America's unique features that repre
sent our cultural and natural character. 
November's newly elected officials at 
the federal, state, and local levels must 
give high priority to parks and other 
elements of the environment. 

We are realizing that we are losing 
more than just a few buildings or a few 
ecosystems or a few symbols of our 
natural and cultural heritage. We may 
be witnessing the end of plant and ani
mal evolution itself on many continents 

because of the unimagined 
impact of human "progress" 
on the seas, on the land, and 
in the air. 

Vision, by definition, 
must have as its root an ap
peal to the highest motives 
ot humanity, to the highest 
perception of the quality of 
life, to those lasting benefits 
of civilization that exceed 

individuals' personal benefit or their 
tenure on this planet. 

Those who sat around a campfire 
and envisioned the world's first national 
park at Yellowstone saw more than the 
geysers as invaluable to the American 
people, as worthy of protection for fu
ture generations. They recognized that 
this landscape and its resources should 
not be exploited, but preserved as a 
permanent legacy and accessible to all— 
an ideal brought forth by vision and 
foresight. 

We at the National Parks and Con
servation Association have placed our 
reputation on vision, on the enhance
ment of the National Park System to 
achieve its complete potential, on the 
fulfillment of its dual goals of preserv
ing the resources and providing for the 
public enjoyment for this and future 
generations. 

With newly elected officials in 
Washington and elsewhere around the 
country, there is a once-in-a-century 
chance to use the power of vision on 
behalf of the parks and the environ
ment as we prepare for the 21st cen
tury. We urge them to do so. 
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"American Eagle" 
by Ronald Van Ruyckevelt. 
Proud Symbol of Our Precious Heritage. 

T he soaring spirit of America. Proud. Determined. Free. A 
beacon of hope for more than two hundred years. And 

now, America 's most d ramat i c symbol is the subject of a 
Limited Edition collector plate by master wildlife artist Ronald 
Van Ruyckevelt. 

"American Eagle" is the first collector plate ever created by 
Ronald Van Ruyckevelt and proudly bears his signature mark 
on its reverse side. An exclusive fine porcelain heirloom plate 
hand-numbered and bordered in 24 karat gold. 

Priced at just 129.50, this Limited Edition collector plate will 
be closed forerer alter just 45 firing days. Available exclusirely 
from The Franklin Mint, Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001. 

Return Assurance Policy 

It you wish to return any Franklin Mint purchase, you may do so within .V.) days 
ol sour receipt of that purchase lor replacement, credit or relund. 

Plate shown smaller than actual 
size of 8" (20.32 cm) in diameter. 

A Limi ted Edit ion Collector Plate. 

H a n d - N u m b e r e d and B o r d e r e d in 24 Kara t Gold . 

Please mail by December 31 , 1992. 
1 he Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for American Eagle by Ronald Van 
Ruyckevelt. 1 need SEND NO MONEY NOW. \ will be billed 
$29.50* when my plate is shipped. Limit: meplah per collector. 

*P///i my ttatt >.//.> tax .HIJ 
$2.95 for tbipping and handling. 

SIGNAT1 RE 
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR MRS MISS 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

ADDRESS APT. » 

I IT V STATE / I P 

TELEPHONE * ( ) 
' ,M2FM 14992-6RDI-104 

THE ULTIMATE Ttvr.^^ FMEDOM 



L E T T E R S 

Let the River Run 
By all means, NPCA and its members 
should continue to protect the Tatshen-
shini and Alsek rivers (News, July/Au
gust 1992). They are precious to all those 
who love and enjoy the outdoors. 

The unspoiled wilderness through 
which these rivers flow is ideal for the 
person who wants to get away from it 
all. Grizzlies, black bears, Dall sheep, 
bald eagles, and many more of nature's 
great creatures are seen here...and how 
their habitat would be affected by a 
large copper mine is unfathomable. 

I hope that your readers, whether 
they have been in that marvelous St. 
Elias Range country or not, will urge 
their members of Congress, as I have, 
to protect this area and Glacier Bay 
National Park and Preserve. 

Arthur Z. Hirsch, Jr. 
Prescott, AZ 

Pollution Solutions 
In a review of Connie Toops' book 
Great Smoky Mountains in your July/ 
August 1992 issue, Toops is quoted as 
stating, "It is unrealistic to think that 
we can eliminate all pollution, since 
pollutants are by-products of economic 
success." 

This was true in the past but is no 
longer true. Perpetuation of the myth 
that pollution is essential for progress 
only impedes true progress. 

More than ten years ago, the 3M 
company pioneered a waste reduction 
program called "Pollution Prevention 
Pays" and has saved several hundred 
million dollars by reducing or eliminat
ing pollution altogether from its manu
facturing processes. Many other large 
companies are now following suit, hav
ing found that pollution prevention is 
good bottom-line business. 

Certainly we cannot eliminate all 
pollution in the next decade, but we 
must begin working toward that goal 
now and recognize that pollution pre
vention creates jobs, reduces liability 

worries for companies, and has been 
proven to actually save companies sig
nificant amounts of money. The myth 
that pollution is necessary for economic 
success is fortunately no longer true. 

Jeffrey V. Cefali 
Valparaiso, IN 

Earth in the Balance 
Sen. Al Gore did an outstanding job 
composing the article about ozone 
depletion in your July/August issue 
("The Unsheltering Sky"). I was ex
tremely impressed with his grasp of the 
subject and am certain that as our 
nation's next vice president, he will 
continue to both exude and display 
confidence and competence in that of
fice—two qualities that have been lack
ing for a few years. 

Sen. Gore has demonstrated an acute 
sense of perception and has the fore
sight to respond and react to problems 
before they become insurmountable. 
Once elected, he will work toward the 
elimination of chlorofluorocarbons 
(CFCs), which destroy our ozone, and 
the development of technology to pro
duce hydrofluorocarbon (HFC), an in
ert replacement for CFCs which does 
not harm our precious ozone layer. The 
new administration—with Gore at the 
environmental helm—is sure to be more 
sensitive to the doctrine of NPCA, which 
can be summarized by this quote from 
Henry David Thoreau: "In wildness is 
the preservation of the world." 

Ray Dethloff 
Dallas, TX 

Sen. Al Gore made his best point in the 
final paragraph of his piece. 

He wrote: "What is needed, finally, 
is this: an ecological perspective that 
does not treat Earth as something sepa
rate from human civilization." After all, 
it isn't Earth we're trying to save, is it? 
It's us. Earth has seen us come, and it 
can see us go. I doubt it would be any 
more likely to weep at our passing than 

it was to cheer at our arrival. 
The idea that we should "save the 

earth" ignores the selfish motive be
hind the mission. We need to save our
selves, not Earth. It is unfortunate for 
us that we take such poor care of our 
gorgeous planet. Can you imagine if we 
treated our homes the way we treat 
Earth? Can you imagine if we treated 
Earth as our home? 

John W. Wall 
San Francisco, CA 

Sen. Gore's statement that 75 percent 
of the people [over 65] in Queensland, 
Australia, have some form of skin can
cer is very much on the sensational side, 
and I am surprised that you accepted it 
without comment. 

I suggest that National Parks refrain 
from publishing scare items which are 
unproven. Environmentalists are free to 
make assumptions, but your readers 
should not be presented with informa
tion as factual, when there is no basis 
for such statements. 

Joseph Kahl 
San Diego, CA 

New Promise 
Just a few lines to tell you how much I 
enjoy your magazine. The story in the 
July/August 1992 issue about Nico-
demus, Kansas ("New Promise for 
Nicodemus"), was especially interest
ing. I wrote to Angela Bates, the author 
of the article, and she answered with a 
very nice letter. I just sent her a check 
and feel honored to be a member of the 
Kansas State Historical Society to help 
preserve our past. Thanks for such a 
lovely magazine, which brings back 
memories of my many trips. 

Jeannette S. Cogan 
Dayton, OH 

Kudos for the article on Nicodemus, 
Kansas. As typical of the articles in Na
tional Parks, [it is] a professional and 
evocative piece. I always look forward 
to the magazine's arrival and usually 
read it cover to cover in one sitting. In 
this case, it was like revisiting an old 
friend—my involvement with Nico
demus, Kansas, going back more than 
ten years now. This is an important his-
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ADVERTISEMENT 

TRIBUTE TO 
EXCELLENCE 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award 

Presented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon 
Ami Co., this award recognizes outstanding efforts 
resulting in protection of a unit or a proposed unit of 
the National Park System. The award is named in 
honor of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who devoted 
many years to preserving the fragile ecosystem of the 
Florida Everglades. 

ISAAC C. " IKE" EASTVOLD, the 1991 recipient, is 
founder and president of Friends of the Albuquerque 
Petroglyphs, a group dedicated to preventing the 
destruction of ancient rock art on a 17-mile-long 
escarpment near Albuquerque. His leadership led to 
the establishment of the 7,669-acre Petroglyph 
National Monument in June 1990. 

Stephen Tyng Mather Award 

The Stephen Tyng Mather Award, named for the 
first director of the National Park Service, is pre
sented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami 
Co. in recognition of a Park Service employee who 
has risked his or her job or career for the principles 
and practices of gixxl stewardship. 

The 1991 recipient is CHRISTINE L. SHAVER, chief of 
the Policy, Planning, and Permit Review Branch of 
NPS's Air Quality Division. Over the past several 
years, she has taken direct action to remedy sources 
ot air pollution affecting national parks—most 
notably the Grand Canyon, where she helped secure 
emission limitations on a nearby power plant. Christine L. Shaver 

The Faultless Starch/Ron Ami Company wishes to congratulate the recipients ot these awards and 
thank them tor the excellent contribution they have made to the protection of our environment. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company has actively supported the efforts of organizations such as 
NPCA for more than 100 years and will continue to work toward the goal of preserving our natural 
resources tor future generations. 

Isaac C. "Ike" Eastvold 



A magnificent heirloom 
of the Old West . . . 

America's 
Most Beautiful 

Morgan 

Brilliant Uncirculated 
1881 San Francisco Mint 

Morgan Silver Dollar 

Only $ 2 9 in rolls 
The famous Morgan silver dollar 
series has long been the world's 
most collected. Of 95 different 
issues struck for commerce, the 
1881-S (San Francisco Mint) is
sue has been called the most beau
tiful of all Morgan dollars. We've 
hand-selected a special group of 
coins for this offer: each is Bril
liant Uncirculated and has excep
tional luster and a deeply-etched 
strike. Special introductory 
prices: 1 coin for $35, 3 for 
$105,10 for $329 or a roll of 20 
for $580 ($29 each). Order 
# 14045. To order by credit card, 
call toll-free 1-800-451-4463. 
Or send a check or money order 
to: International Coins 6k Cur
rency, Inc., H E . State St., Box 
218, Dept. 2530, Montpelier, 
Vermont 05601. Add $2 for post
age and handling. Absolute satis
faction guarantee: 30-day home 
examination. 

B E 

toric resource with an important story 
to tell. I was pleased with the sensitive 
coverage it received. Congratulations. 

de Teel Patterson Tiller 
National Park Service 
Chief, Preservation Planning Branch 
Interagency Resources Division 
Washington, DC 

The Hunter's Call 
Please persist and insist that H.R. 2929 
and S. 21 [the California Desert Pro
tection Act] be passed without the pro-
hunting amendment. Hunting is not 
necessary nor is it a right; hunting is a 
privilege. 

The national parks offer the only 
federal public lands not hunted on at 
this time; even our wildlife refuges are 
merely hunting preserves. The ecologi
cal integrity of the parks must not be 
sacrificed to hunting, if for no other 
reason than to serve as scientific study 
sites and as controls for studies con
ducted elsewhere. 

Randy Bangert 
Fort Collins, CO 

I feel obliged to take exception to "The 
Hunter's Call" in "Letters," July/Au
gust 1992. The enemy of wildlife today, 
as it has been, is humans, developers, 
conservationists, all. 

Because of our uncaring attitude 
since this country was a frontier, we 
have put ourselves in a position of hav
ing to manage something that should 
never have had to be managed. 

If nature were left alone, it would 
manage itself, as it did before humans 
developed modern weapons. The idea 
of harvesting wildlife is ludicrous in this 
modern time. If it were left alone, na
ture would control the wildlife popula
tion. Hunting is simply a legal way to 
express our destructive disposition. 

Hunting is an outdated idea. 
J.R. Parson 
Albuquerque, NM 

Matters of the Heart 
In the July/August News section, you 
reported on the NPS study of paving 
the Burr Trail in Utah. Being an NPCA 
member, I wanted to pass on first-hand, 
up-to-date news. I am employed by a 

geotechnical engineering and materials 
testing lab with a current project lo
cated along the Burr Trail. 

My office contracted with Garfield 
County to test gradation samples on 
road base and cover chips being crushed 
by a contractor. The project is nearly 
complete after six weeks of crushing, 
with one to two weeks remaining. 

Granted, this situation, including the 
position I am in, is tenuous at best. In 
another NPCA-related matter, my of
fice has investigations and testing on 
the proposed Workman Theater near 
Zion National Park. I am caught in the 
middle of making a living in an area of 
natural wonder where the only eco
nomic boom is construction. In my 
heart, I do not want this abusive devel
opment to occur, but I have to feed and 
house my family. 

I still encourage your readers and 
members to write and speak out against 
degradation to our national parks. 

Paul Klein 
Cedar City, UT 

Raptor Redux 
I wanted you to know how much I ap
preciated Steve Howe's article on the 
peregrine recovery ["Raptor Redux," 
July/August 1992]. It's the best I've seen 
in any national publication. Keep up 
the good work! 

Ronald G. Clarke, President 
Alaska Falconers Association 
Juneau, AK 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Please include address and phone 
for verification. Or call 1-900-833-6344. 
Instructions will be given at the time of 
call. Callers will he charged 89 cents a 
minute. All calls and letters may he ed
ited for length and clarity. 

Corrections 
In the article "Ancient Metropolis" 
(March/April 1992), Sen. Hank 
Brown (R-Colo.) was misidentified. 
National Parks regrets the error. 

In the July/August 1992 issue, the 
photo on page 25 of the oiled coast
line was taken by Ken Graham. 
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"Misty Fjords" 
In full color on fine porcelain 
Shown smaller than actual 
diameter of 8V« inches 
JM992 W. S. George 

Sponsored by The World Center 
for Birds of Prey 

A celebration of pride—a confirmation of majesty... 
a Bradford Exchange recommendation 

As far as an eagle can soar—indeed from sea to shining 
sea—nothing can match the startling grandeur of Amer
ica's Alaskan wilderness. Unspoiled. Uncrowded. And 
supremely beautiful. 

Now you can share an eagle's eye view of this wilder
ness presented dramatically on a fine porcelain collec
tor's plate. And like exceptional first issues that 
command hundreds of dollars on the plate market, 
"Misty Fjords" appears to have what it takes to go up 
in value once the edition closes. 
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ANDREW SLAMS 
FLORIDA PARKS 
When fierce and unforgiving Hurricane 
Andrew swept through south Florida 
in late August, it left 25 people dead, 
thousands homeless, and an area so 
devastated that it resembled a war zone. 
National Park Service employees were 
hit hard, and the national 
parks in Florida may need 
years to recover. 

Natividad Rohena, a Fort 
Jefferson National Monu
ment employee, was killed in 
the storm when the roof col
lapsed at his residence in 
Homestead, Florida. One 
hundred Everglades and 
Biscayne national park em
ployees—most of whom are 
residents of Homestead, the 
city hit hardest by Andrew— 
were left homeless. Seventy-
six other employee homes 
were severely damaged but 
are salvageable. The storm 
also killed two visitors to 
Biscayne, just south of Mi
ami, who drowned when 
their boat capsized. 

Bob Miller, NPS public 
information officer, said, 
"Two-thirds of the employ
ees were victims." 

NPS said food supplies have dwindled 
and donations are needed. NPCA trust
ees and other donors have contributed 
more than $1,000 in relief funds. NPCA 
board member James MacFarland helped 
arrange pro bono legal services with the 
Florida law firm Greenberg and Traurig 
for employees and their families. 

In the long term, NPS expects trans
fer requests from employees unable to 
find housing in the area. It also antici
pates that some will suffer psychologi
cally as a result of the storm. 

Immediately after the hurricane, the 
Park Service sent a recovery team to 
south Florida. Although the foremost 
concern remains aiding park employees 

The hurricane left Park Service employees homeless. It may also have 
increased the spread of invasive plants throughout the Everglades. 

and their families, the recovery team 
also began repairing the physical dam
age Andrew wreaked on the parks. 

The hurricane leveled or severely 
damaged all of Biscayne's facilities, in
cluding the new park visitor center and 
the building that housed the Biscayne 
museum collection. Recovery teams are 

looking for remnants of the collection. 
Both primary visitor centers at the Ev
erglades suffered extensive damage, as 
did the research center. Salvaged docu
ments from both parks are being dehu
midified. Everglades and Biscayne re
mained closed at this writing. 

NPS officials estimate that cleanup 
efforts will take several years and put 

the initial recovery needs for 
the parks at $52 million. The 
Senate included $34 million 
in its hurricane recovery bill. 
NPCA worked with the ad
ministration and Congress to 
include the full $52 million 
in the final House version of 
the bill. The president signed 
the bill in September. 

Monetarily, Andrew was 
the worst storm in the coun
try's history, but the Ever
glades has weathered worse 
ones. Florida has recorded 
57 hurricanes since 1899, the 
most of any state. Andrew 
was a category four hurri
cane with 167-mile-an-hour 
winds. The 1935 Labor Day 
Hurricane was a category 
five storm with winds close 
to 200 miles per hour. Al
though it hit with more 
force, it caused less damage 
than Andrew, as few people 

lived in the area at that time. 
But after this last storm, conserva

tionists fear permanent and irreparable 
damage to the Everglades ecosystem. 

"The Everglades has experienced 
hurricanes for millennia. The question 
after this one is whether Andrew has 
delivered a knockout blow to an eco-
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system that's dangerously stressed al
ready," said David Simon, NPCA natu
ral resources program manager. 

Throughout Everglades National 
Park, the storm destroyed trees, in
cluding between 20 and 30 percent of 
the Florida pines. Hardwood trees were 
knocked down and stripped of leaves, 
and there was massive damage to the 
mangrove forests along the shorelines. 

Already, these tree species and the 
native sawgrass face displacement by 
non-native plants. Hurricane Andrew 
increased this threat with winds that 
may have carried the easily spread alien 
seeds to fertile ground. 

Park biologists say animal species, 
on the other hand, seemed to ride out 
the storm. The approximately 50 en
dangered Florida panthers are believed 
to be fine. The loss of trees could affect 
the endangered red-cockaded wood
pecker and the black-whiskered vireo, 
but other birds seem unharmed. 

The hurricane damage will, however, 
necessarily draw energy away from Ev
erglades' other problems. Conserva
tionists are trying to reverse the effects 
of canals and levees built by the Army 
Corps of Engineers 40 years ago, which 
drained the marshes north of the Ever
glades and cut off normal water flow to 
the park. The resulting floods and 
droughts have caused wildlife popula
tions to plummet. 

The dikes and canals also concen
trate pollution from surrounding agri
cultural areas rather than diluting it as 
the marshes would. Phosphorus from 
agricultural runoff accelerates the 
growth of non-native cattails, allowing 
them to overpower the native sawgrass. 

Everglades also suffers from high 
mercury levels, which have been found 
in fish, raccoons, panthers, and people. 
The source of mercury is not confirmed. 

Environmentalists are concerned that 
the redevelopment of south Florida will 
perpetuate conditions that put the Ev
erglades in jeopardy in the first place. 
For example, the relief bill boosts agri
cultural subsidies to the region by ap
proximately SI billion. 

"We must ask ourselves whether we 
have learned anything from the land-
use mistakes we have made in south 

This building at the Everglades environmental center was among those Andrew destroyed. 

Florida," NPCA's Simon said. 
The eighth annual Everglades Coa

lition Conference, scheduled for Feb
ruary 20-23 in Tallahassee, Florida, will 
focus on restoration and recovery from 
Hurricane Andrew and on the Ever
glades' other troubles. NPCA members 
are encouraged to attend; some travel 
stipends will be available. Contact Ellen 

Wilson at (202) 223-6722. 
Hurricane Andrew relief fund con

tributions, which will be forwarded im
mediately to appropriate officials, are 
being collected at NPCA, 1776 Massa
chusetts Avenue, N.W., Washington, 
DC 20036. Make checks out to NPCA 
Andrew Fund. 

—Laura P. McCarty 

NEWSUPDATE 

• Save the cave. The Bureau of Land 
Management released a draft environ
mental impact statement in August 
on oil and gas drilling proposed near 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park in 
New Mexico. NPCA fears the draft 
report is the first step toward BLM 
approval of the project. Even with 
precautions, drilling could penetrate 
and pollute the park's Lechuguilla 
Cave. Explorations since 1986 have 
so far shown Lechuguilla to be the 
nation's deepest and one of its longest 
caves. It almost certainly stretches be
yond park borders. Readers are urged 
to write Joe Incardine by November 
20 at the BLM New Mexico office, 
Box 27115, Santa Fe, NM 87502. 

• Protections stripped. As National 
Parks went to press, the administra
tion was preparing a new Interior De
partment policy, to be released in No
vember, opening national parks and 
forests to strip mining unless the gov
ernment buys out the mineral rights 
to the lands. Those rights are estimated 
at hundreds of millions of dollars. 
• William Penn Mott, Jr., 1909-1992. 
NPCA notes with sadness the Sep
tember 21 death of former Park Ser
vice director and NPCA board mem
ber William Penn Mott, Jr. 
• Stay tuned. Our "Markup" section 
will be back next issue with the final 
actions of the 102nd Congress on na
tional park-related legislation. 
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GIANT LANDFILL PLANNED 
NEAR JOSHUA TREE 
The Bureau of Land Management and 
Riverside County, California, may per
mit construction of what would be the 
world's largest regional solid waste 
dump, 8,000 feet from the border of 
Joshua Tree National Monument. 

The Eagle Mountain landfill, planned 
as a final resting place for garbage from 
southern California, would occupy 4,000 
acres a mile and a half south of the 
park. BLM issued a final environmental 
impact statement on the project this 
summer and may approve it soon. 

The effect on Joshua Tree would be 
"immense, unimaginable," said Russ 
Butcher, NPCA Pacific Southwest re
gional director. "This is one of the grav
est threats to any of the Southwest's na
tional parks to come along in decades." 

Mine Reclamation Corporation, the 
company proposing the project, would 
create the landfill at the site of an 
abandoned mine. Cities and counties in 
southern California would send the 
landfill 20,000 tons of trash by train 
and truck each day. Over its projected 
115-year life, the total would come to 
more than eight million tons. 

Less than 200 miles from Los Ange
les, Joshua Tree encompasses half a 
million acres of desert, marked by 
mountains, palm oases, large expanses 
of desert wildflowers, and the Joshua 
trees for which the park is named. 

"We keep calling this a giant experi
ment," said Bob Moon, Joshua Tree's 
chief of resources management. Ac
cording to Moon, there is little scien
tific information about the effects of 
landfills in places as pristine as the 
Joshua Tree area. "We don't think they 
can prove beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that it wouldn't have a significant im
pact on the monument," he said. 

The BLM report concluded the pro
ject would not lower visibility in the 
park. Its analysis was deficient, however, 
according to California's South Coast 
Air Quality Management District. BLM 
did not use the appropriate Environ
mental Protection Agency-approved mo
del in its calculations. After conducting 
its own analysis, the Park Service found 

"the project will 
result in visibility 
impairment within 
Joshua Tree." 

Noise from the 
project will be au
dible in wilderness 
areas of the park. 
The landfill will he-
visible from the 
park, especially as 
it grows into an 
artificial mountain 
in the project's la
ter years. 

The threatened 
desert tortoise is in 
precarious shape 
elsewhere in the 
California desert, 
but healthy popu
lations exist in and 
around the monu
ment. The landfill, 
however, is expec
ted to attract large 
numbers of scav
enging ravens. An 
increase in ravens, 
which prey on the 
tortoises, could 
send these populations into sharp decline. 

For many foreseeable problems, 
plans for the project do not include 
preventive or mitigative steps, only mon
itoring. One exception is the company's 
plan to keep trash from blowing off the 
landfill site, but it is still likely that 
strong desert winds will carry some 
garbage into the park. 

Mine Reclamation Corporation must 
receive approval for the project from 
Riverside County as well as from BLM. 
The county, which stretches from cities 
near Los Angeles to the Arizona border, 
is divided over the landfill. Desert towns 
generally oppose it. Most of the county's 
population is in the western portion, 
however. The county is to receive one 
dollar for every ton of trash dumped— 
a projected $20,000 a day—and may 
find the deal too tempting to turn down. 

"The whole project constitutes an 
enormous unknown," said Butcher. 
"What's at risk is one of the most pris
tine and remarkable desert areas left." 

LOGGING PLANS PUT 
RUSSELL CAVE AT RISK 
A sharp increase in clearcutting seems 
imminent in southern Tennessee and 
northern Alabama. With it comes the 
possibility of serious damage to Russell 
Cave National Monument. 

Boise Cascade Corporation, Donghae 
Pulp Company of Alabama, and Parker 
Towing Company have announced plans 
to open wood-chip mills on a 12-mile 
stretch of the Tennessee River between 
South Pittsburg, Tennessee, and Bridge
port, Alabama. The mills would be built 
to process 1.9 million tons of timber 
each year, to be harvested from lands 
within a 75-mile radius of the mills. 

"If you drew that bull's-eye, Russell 
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Cave would be inside the first ring," 
said Don Barger, NPCA Southeast re
gional director. The cave, near Bridge
port, is surrounded by private lands 
thick with mature hardwood trees, the 
very sort the companies have in mind. 
In addition, for 15 square miles around 
the monument, all water drains into the 
stream that flows into Russell Cave. 

"If the chip mills go into effect, we're 
going to have a tremendous amount of 
runoff and siltation that will go into the 
cave. It will alter the streambed and the 
cave environment," said Dr. Horton 
Hobbs, professor of biology at Wit
tenberg University in Springfield, Ohio. 
"ll we change that...you're going to de
stroy the habitat for the existing organ
isms, and they will vanish." 

Runoff also could wash away, dam
age, or bury artifacts in the cave. Russell 
Cave is an important archaeological site. 
Beginning around 6500 B.C., it pro
vided shelter tor bands of Indians who 
left behind spear points, tools, deco
rated pottery, and ornaments. 

Local resistance to the plans is espe
cially strong in Chattanooga, which is near 
the targeted stretch of river and in the 
heart of the logging zone. Opponents 
include the Chattanooga Chamber of 
Commerce and the Chattanooga Area 
Convention and Visitors Bureau, as well 
as Tennessee senators Jim Sasser (D) 
and Al Gore (D) and representatives 
Jim Cooper (D) and Marilyn Lloyd (D). 

The companies have applied to the 
Tennessee Valley Authority for permis
sion to open barge terminals on the river. 
The terminals would be used to trans
port wood chips from the mills. Pressure 
is on TVA, which released a draft envi
ronmental impact statement this sum
mer on the project, to deny their re
quests. NPCA wrote to TVA opposing 
the project, and, at Barger's urging, the 
Interior Department did as well. 

Boise Cascade, however, said in Sep
tember it will begin construction of its 
chip mill this fall. The company says it 
can transport chips by truck or train, 
eliminating the need for TVA approval. 
Because forestry regulations in Alabama 
and Tennessee are extremely weak, few 
environmental safeguards can be put 
on the project if it goes forward. 

STUDY FINDS OVERHAUL 
O F PARK SCIENCE NEEDED 
A new National Academy of Sciences 
report calls for a drastic improvement 
of science in the national parks. 

According to Science and the Na
tional Parks, released in August, there 
is a dangerous lack of basic scientific in
formation about the parks. At the same 
time, the parks face an unprecedented 
range of threats. A better science pro
gram is badly needed to provide that 
information, to address the threats, and 
to improve management, the report says. 

"You cannot manage what you do 
not understand," stated Paul Risser, 
chair of the panel that wrote the report. 

The report, requested by National 
Park Sendee Director James Ridenour 
in 1990, is the twelfth major critique of 
the NPS science program to be issued 
since 1963. It reflects the recommenda
tions of its predecessors, which include 
three NPCA reports. "The question is 
whether Congress and the Park Service 
will now act on those recommendations," 
said NPCA President Paul Pritchard. 

Only 2.3 percent of Park Service 
personnel are scientists, and it is esti
mated that only 2 percent of the NPS 
budget goes to research. The U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service spends 10 percent 
of its budget on research, and 9.3 per

cent of its employees are scientists. 
Science is not a separate category in 

the Park Service budget and is often 
skimped on when funds are needed 
elsewhere. "It's awfully hard to think 
about long-term science when the sep
tic system is overflowing into the river 
that day," Ridenour said. 

Because long-term research suffers, 
basic scientific information about the 
parks and how they are changing over 
time is seriously lacking. 

The report cites problems caused by 
this lack of knowledge. For decades, all 
fire was suppressed at Sequoia National 
Park in California. The policy turned 
out to hinder reproduction of the park's 
giant sequoias, which rely on periodic-
light fire to release their seeds. Sudden 
disappearances of amphibians all over 
the world puzzle scientists, but it is dif
ficult for parks to study the matter 
without knowing how large their frog 
and salamander populations used to be. 

The report also encouraged greater 
use of "the parks for science." Since 
they are comparatively untouched areas, 
parks are ideal places to stuck- phe
nomena like global climate change. 

The NAS report called for legislation 
to make scientific research officially part 
of the Park Service's mission, as is the 
case with other such agencies. It rec
ommended that science become a sepa-

Salamanders and other amphibians have been mysteriously disappearing from parks. 
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rate line item within the NPS budget. 
NAS also concluded that the Park 

Service needs to integrate science fully 
into planning and decision making. It 
called for more autonomy for the sci
ence program, which it found "frag
mented" among the ten NPS regions. 
NAS recommended that the Park Ser
vice appoint a chief scientist and an 
advisory board to guide the program. 

These recommendations have been 
made in previous reports, including 
NPCA's National Park System Plan and 
a 1989 study of park science NPCA 
published. But at NPS, those reports 
are "still collecting dust on the shelves," 
said Mike Hayden, assistant Interior 
secretary for fish, wildlife, and parks. 

"The academy noted that many im
portant changes, such as giving science 
more autonomy, can be made without 
additional funds," Pritchard said. "Now 
is the time for the Park Service to do 
what it can right away and for Congress 
to begin looking for ways to give science 
in the parks the support, funding, and 
direction it needs." 

NEW NPS REGULATIONS 
ISSUED O N CONCESSIONS 
The National Park Service issued new 
regulations in August that reform the 
national park concessions system in 
some significant ways. 

The Park Service revisited the 1965 
law that governs concessions and en
acted regulations that, as far as the law 
allows, make the system more competi
tive, a better deal for the government, 
and more compatible with conservation. 
NPS also issued this fall a draft version 
of a new standard concessions contract, 
which furthers many of the same ends. 

"They've squeezed all the juice they 
can out of the 1965 lemon," said Wil
liam J. Chandler, NPCA's director of 
conservation programs. "They have 
changed as much as they can under ex
isting authorities. But more substantial 
reforms aren't possible without rewrit
ing the Concessions Policy Act." NPCA 
is working for the passage of reform 
legislation like S. 1755, sponsored by 
Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.). 

In recent years, calls for reform of 
the concessions system, under which 
private companies supply lodging, food, 
and other visitor services in the parks, 
have come from everyone from mem
bers of Congress to conservation groups 
to Secretary of the Interior Manuel 
Lujan. Its critics say the system fosters 
"sweetheart" deals, giving concessioners 
monopoly positions in parks and eco
nomic power over their NPS regulators. 

The 1965 law gives concessioners 
what is called a right of preference in 
renewal. When their contracts expire, 
concessioners are guaranteed renewal 
if they match the best offer from other 
applicants. Other applicants have 
proven to be tew under this system. 

The new regulations tighten the 
procedure for incumbent concessioners 
to gain a right of preference. NPS also 
announced its intention to advertise 
concessions opportunities more widely. 
It also has eliminated concessioners' 
automatic right to provide any new or 
additional visitor services at the parks. 

But incumbent concessioners will still 
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New plans will reduce development, allowing areas of Yosemite Valley to return to nature. 

win the contracts if they can meet the 
best offer for them. 

The Park Service is proposing sig
nificant reform on another major issue, 
possessory interest, in its new standard 
contract. Possessory interest is the own
ership rights concessioners accumulate 
in the park facilities they build or im
prove under their contractual require
ments. The interest they gain is equiva
lent to replacement cost, not original 
cost, minus depreciation. It therefore 
appreciates over time with market prices. 
To break or re-award a contract, NPS 
must buy out the possessory interest. 

NPS proposes redefining possessory 
interest as equivalent to original cost 
minus depreciation. Although this is an 
important reform. Chandler said con
cessioners could delay implementation 
of the regulations by claiming in court 
that the 1965 act does not permit the 
Park Service to make such a change. 

Finally, the regulations try to improve 
the return of concessions revenues to 
the parks. In 1991, visitors spent S614 
million at park concessions, but only 
2.9 percent returned to the government 
in franchise fees, according to NPS es
timates. This share goes to the general 
treasury, not to the parks. NPS signaled 
in the regulations its intent to negotiate 
harder for higher franchise fees. 

The new contract proposes special 

accounts into which a portion of fran
chise fees can be paid. Funds from these 
accounts would be used for repairs and 
improvements to concessions facilities. 

NPCA would like to see those fees 
also go to general park needs, a better 
guarantee of possessory interest reform, 
and more open competition for con
tracts. "Forthese reasons," Chandler said, 
"reforming the concessions law is the best 
way to reform the concessions system." 

YOSEMITE PLAN WOULD 
REDUCE DEVELOPMENT 
Nowhere has controversy over conces
sions been greater than at Yosemite 
National Park. Yosemite Valley is an 
often-cited example of overcommer-
cialization and congestion. Now a new 
plan will significantly reduce develop
ment in the valley, allowing large areas 
of it to return to a natural state. 

"All sides agree Yosemite Valley is 
overbuilt, and in some places disgrace
fully shimmy, but have disagreed over 
what to do about it," said Russ Butcher, 
NPCA Pacific Southwest regional direc
tor. "This plan is a real breakthrough." 

The concessions services plan would 
reduce overnight lodging in Yosemite 
Valley by 20.5 percent and throughout 
the park by 15.2 percent. It would re

move 276 of the valley's 426 tent cabins 
and more than 200 other substandard 
or poorly located cabins. Under a draft 
version of the plan, two-story motel-
style buildings would have replaced 
some units. NPCA has called for such 
reductions for years but urged NPS to 
reconsider the motel plans. 

Under the final plan, NPS will build 
new cottages and cabins instead. These 
would occupy more space than the 
motel units but be much less obtrusive. 

Yosemite contains a golf course, 
tennis courts, and a downhill ski area. 
"NPCA has long viewed these resort-
type attractions as completely inappro
priate for a national park," Butcher said. 
"It is time to phase them out." 

NPS will now periodically re-evaluate 
them on environmental and economic 
grounds and on the availability of such 
facilities nearby. It recently ended down
hill skiing at Sequoia and Rocky Moun
tain national parks under similar criteria. 

The plan takes up NPCA's recom
mendation that a professional consult
ant be hired on the contentious issue of 
food service in the valley. 

Yosemite also recently released the 
first draft of a housing plan for its em
ployees. Conservationists oppose its 
"preferred alternative," to build a new 
park headquarters and employee hous
ing next to habitat for the great gray 
owl. which is endangered in California. 

NPCA suggests that the park and 
concessioner headquarters, as well as 
employees who do not need to work in 
Yosemite Valley, be moved to an admin
istrative site outside the park. But it ar
gues that employees who need to work in 
the valley should continue to live there. 

To have valley employees commute 
from the El Portal site would mean road 
expansion, a new bridge across the Mer
ced Wild and Scenic River, and major 
new development on the river's un
touched south side. Even with a shut
tle bus system, commuting would wor
sen traffic problems and air pollution. 

"The plan to move the employees 
from the valley would be much more 
expensive than keeping them there, in 
addition to all the adverse impacts. In 
the final balance, it would be more 
damaging than helpful," Butcher said. 
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below, your rebate is 

$5 
Swiss Legend 

(shown) or Delemont...buy 
either of these two useful 

SwissBucks with pen blade, nail file. 
scissors, toothpick and tweezers, and 

distinctive matte black handle; with 
coupon below, your rebate is 

s3 
Available at cutlery specialty dealers and other (me retail stores. Ask your dealer See all 10 SwissBuck models, 

buy the ones that suits you best tor yourself and as gifts - and cash in on these unprecedented rebates! It's easy. All you 
need is the coupon below Take it to your dealer Buy one of the knives listed, or buy 'wo. and you've qualified 

THIS COUPON WORTH $5 $3! Buy one of two SwissBucks (limit. 2 per household), and Buck 
Knives will mail you a cash rebate fill out this originaltorm completely, mail it with your dated, original receipt and the UPC symbol on the 
boilesl. to BUCK KNIVES. P.O Bos 78S8-S. Young America. MN 55573 7858 

Your rebate coupon must be received by December 31. 1992. to be valid Please allow 4 6 weeks for rebate. State and local laws, 
regulations and restrictions may also apply Void where prohibited by law. 

I purchased the following SwissBucks from: 

Store Name 

I I $5: Model. 

I I $3: Model. 

O As a gift Q For Myself 

My Name (please print) 

Address 

City .State .Zip 

REPORT DETAILS 
THREATS TO THE PARKS 
The national parks are facing growing 
numbers of visitors and threats without 
the funding, staff, or Interior Department 
support to deal with them, concluded an 
NPCA report released in August. 

"As a result," said NPCA President 
Paul Pritchard, "the prognosis is grim 
for many parks without action soon." 
Parks in Peril: the Race Against Time 
Continues follows NPCA's 1991 report 
on the state of the National Park System, 
A Race Against Time. It describes six 
categories of threats to the parks: 
• The park system's backlog of reha
bilitation and replacement projects is 
S2.2 billion and growing. 

Historic houses at Antietam National 
Battlefield are in such disrepair they 
are closed to the public, and leaky pipes 
have repeatedly flooded the basement 
ol Independence Hall. Nearly all the 
trails in Grand Canyon and Yellowstone 
national parks are deteriorating. 

NPCA recommends that Congress 
establish a reliable funding mechanism 
to address such problems before the 
price tag climbs even higher. 
A Many threats come to parks over their 
borders. Air pollution shrouds views 
and endangers forests. Proposed geo-
thermal drilling near Yellowstone puts 
the park's famous geysers at risk. Heavy 
logging around Glacier National Park 
could fragment habitat for grizzly bears. 

NPCA is working tor legislation to 
foster coordinated protection strategies 
among NPS, other agencies, local gov
ernments, and landowners. 
A The number of visitors to the parks 
climbed from 210 million in 1980 to 
268 million in 1991 and is expected to 
reach one halt billion by the year 2010. 

Along Yosemite's Merced River, 
heavy foot traffic has left tree roots ex
posed and trees in danger of toppling 
into the river. In many parks, the prob
lem is not too many people as much as 
too many cars. (See page 26.) 

One answer is for NPS to study visi
tor impacts and include ways to mini
mize them in its management plans. 
Another is mass transit systems. 
A The number of rangers has not kept 
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up with the number of visitors. Housing 
for many NPS employees is substan
dard, and pay and career opportunities 
are notably better in other agencies. 

The report called for the immediate 
hiring of 1,200 new full-time rangers, 
better housing, and improved pay and 
career opportunities. 
• NPCA also identified the park con
cessions system as a major problem. (See 
page 16.) It called for passage of reform 
legislation to return a higher portion of 
concessioner profits to the park system. 
A A final threat is political manipula
tion of NPS. There is increasing evi
dence of the power exerted behind the 
scenes by Interior Department political 
appointees, commercial interests, and 
members of Congress. Many believe the 
Park Service's ability to protect the 
parks has been severely compromised. 

NPCA has long called for making 
NPS an independent agency, a step that 
now seems urgent. (See page 24.) 

For a copy of the report, send $8.00 
to NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Avenue, 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036, atten
tion Kathy Westra, Parks in Peril. 

"NECESSARY READING" 

EXPLORING MISSOURI'S LEGACY 

State Parks and Historic Sites 

EDITED BY SUSAN FLADER 

"Necessary reading for the park visitor, 
the historian, and everyone concerned 

with the heritage of Missouri.'' 
Paul Pritchard, President, National Parks and 

Conservation Association. 368 pages, 

210 color and 16 b&w illustrations. $29.95 

Available at Bookstores or from 

UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI PRESS 
1-800-828-1894 

EARLY CONSERVATION SITE 
ADDED TO PARK SYSTEM 
In late August, President Bush signed a 
law establishing a new national park 
unit, Marsh-Billings National Histori
cal Park in Woodstock, Vermont. 

The new park will preserve the home 
of influential conservationist George 
Perkins Marsh and 550 surrounding 
acres of forested hillside. The site is 
being donated by its owners, Mary and 
Laurance S. Rockefeller. 

"The Marsh-Billings house is among 
the best places to present the history of 
conservation," said Bruce Craig, NPCA 
cultural resources program manager. 

Marsh, a diplomat and member of 
Congress, was author of the 1864 book 
Man and Nature, to which the Ameri
can and world conservation movements 
owe much. In it Marsh advanced what 
was then a new idea—that human ac
tivity affects the overall environment, 
and that land is damaged by unwise 
use. He argued that enlightened man
agement could provide tor sustained use 
and could even repair damaged lands. 

Much of Vermont was clearcut in 
the early 1800s. By 1870, 80 percent of 
its forests were gone, resulting in prob
lems of erosion and flooding. Marsh set 
his principles to work reforesting the 
denuded hillsides around his estate. 

In 1869, Marsh's home was bought 
by Frederick Billings, a wealthy Gold 
Rush lawyer and a driving force behind 
construction of the transcontinental 
railroad. When he returned to his na
tive Vermont, Billings devoted himself 
to reforestation following Marsh's ex
ample. The Marsh-Billings estate be
came a model for similar projects. 

The estate is now owned by Mary 
French Rockefeller, Billings' grand
daughter, and her husband, Laurance 
Rockefeller. Both have long records of 
involvement in conservation. Laurance 
Rockefeller received a Congressional 
Gold Medal in 1990 for his efforts. 

The Rockefellers are creating a $7.5-
million endowment to generate revenue 
for the estate's maintenance and another 
endowment to compensate the town of 
Woodstock for any property taxes lost 
by making the estate federal property. 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

Help Preserve Wildlife Habitats 
Wildlife Habitats: Displayed on museum-
quality, acid-free matting, encased in a 9" x 
12" oak frame, this Limited Edition First 
Day Cover, issued on June 26, 1981, com
memorates the efforts to keep wildlife habi
tats as they should be. A portion of each 
purchase will go towards establishing a 
Wildlife Habitat Preservation Fund. When 
you display this prized collectible, you will 
know that you have done your part to help 
preserve wildlife habitats for generations to 
come. Quantities are limited. ACT NOW to 
acquire this coveted First Day Cover Com
memorative Stamp set at the $64.95 issue 
price. ($78.95 for 12" x 15" double matted 
frame ) 

All orders must be placed by December 15th. 
(See page 47 to see how you can help to 
restore our forests.) 

YESI Reserve for me _ . Preservation of Wildlife Habitats First Day Cover at $64.95 each. ($76.95 each 
for 12" by 15" double matted version) Add $4.50 for shipping and handling for each item ordered. 
TOTAL: 
Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Zip: 

.State: 

.Dayt ime phone:. 

My check payable to TSI. Ltd 
MC MSA Card No: 

Expiration: 
Send your order with payment to Fairfax Opportunities Unlimited, Wildlife Preservation Fund. Solo Port Royal 
Road. Springfield. VA 22151.Phone: (800) 321-2598. M-F 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. ET. All orders are shipped within 
5 days of receipt of order by LPS and insured for full value. WPD92 

Signature:. 



REGIONALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 

Mary Grisco, Regional Director 
Grisco testified before the House of 
Representatives in September on two 
major threats to Glacier Bay National 
Park. Congress is considering several 
bills that "set the stage for transfer of 
federal authority over the waters and 
submerged lands in Glacier Bay to the 
state of Alaska," she said. One proposal 
would open the park to legal commer
cial fishing, to be regulated by the state, 
and subsistence hunting and gathering. 
Another proposal would sanction a 72-
percent increase in cruise-ship traffic 
in the bay. The bills would preempt 
Park Service research and planning un
der way on the same subjects. 

• 
Grisco also told the House that a pro
posed British Columbian copper mine 
threatens an entire region of Canada 
and Alaska, including Glacier Bay. The 
Tatshenshini and Alsek rivers flow 
through a vast expanse of glacial moun
tains, some of the most spectacular and 
untouched scenery in either country. 
The mine could bring massive damage 
and pollution. Grisco urged the Interior 
Department to study the proposed 
mine's effects and the secretaries of 
State and Interior to negotiate with 
Canada through the International Joint 
Commission to protect the area. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
NPCA and a coalition of Canadian and 
U.S. environmental groups are urging 
the two countries to better protect the 
North Cascades, ten million acres of 
high mountains, lush forests and mead
ows, glaciers, and waterfalls spanning 
the border between Washington State 
and British Columbia. Parts of the area 
have been protected, but it also is 
plagued by excessive logging and air-

quality problems. Wild salmon popula
tions have plummeted, and the future 
of the grizzly bear and the gray wolf is 
uncertain unless enough habitat is pre
served. "I believe this is the beginning 
of international cooperation to protect 
the most significant ecosystem in the 
Northwest." Crane said. 

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 

Rnss Butcher, Regional Director 
NPCA is optimistic about an idea that 
could ease overcrowding at Grand 
Canyon National Park. An expansion 
of the Tusayan community on the park 
border could make room to move the 
town's medical center, school, and 
church out of the park. Visitors could 
leave their cars at a transportation hub 
there and take mass transit into Grand 
Canyon. NPCA supports a proposed 
spur line that would also let visitors 
take a train from a nearby airport di
rectly into the park. Tusayan could 
provide new housing for park employ
ees as well, eliminating the need to build 
new housing within the park. 

• 
As this issue went to press, the city of 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, was about 
to release a final version of plans to 
build two major roads—one four-lane 
and one six-lane—through Petroglyph 
National Monument on the city's west 
edge. The document reportedly rejects 
alternative routes, presented by the Park 
Service and a traffic consultant for en
vironmental groups including NPCA, 
that would protect both the park and 
surrounding neighborhoods. Petro
glyph was established to preserve 17 
miles of volcanic bluffs rich in ancient 
Native American and 1 lispanic rock art. 
Readers can write to Mayor Louis 
Saavedra and City Council President 
Pauline Gubbels, both at Box 1293, 
Albuquerque, NM 87103, urging them 
to adopt a less harmful alternative. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

lerri Martin, Regional Director 
In spring and early summer, the grizzly 
bears of Yellowstone come to streams 
flowing from Yellowstone Lake to feed 
on spawning trout. The Lake and Bridge 
Bay areas also hold dense tourist facili
ties, which NPCA and other groups feel 
should be closed until spawning season 
is over. They have filed notice that they 
will challenge NPS plans for the area if 
protections for bears are not adequate. 

• 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service held 
open houses across the country this 
spring on the proposed return of wolves 
to Yellowstone. It also held public hear
ings in August. Opponents of wolf rein-
troduction reportedly persuaded the 
Interior Department to add the hear
ings, hoping to use them as a political 
forum. But 83 percent of the 400 people 
testifying supported the wolves' return. 
For years NPCA has worked for re-in
troduction, arguing that the Yellowstone 
ecosystem has been unbalanced since its 
wolves were exterminated earlier this 
century. Next spring. Fish and Wildlife 
will issue a draft environmental impact 
statement on the proposal. 

SOUTHEAST 
Don Barger, Regional Director 

This summer, North Carolina issued a 
permit to Haywood County to build a 
landfill near Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park that would be a danger
ous lure for black bears. NPCA and a 
chapter of the Izaak Walton League of 
America are appealing the permit. The 
county has now asked a $650,000 bond 
to be required of the groups if a stay is 
imposed on the project. A hearing on 
the request was upcoming at this writ
ing. "The county is attempting to make-
it too expensive for citizens to pursue 
their legal right to appeal," Barger said. 
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\bu promised yourself 
you'd do something, someday. 

[Now you can keep your promise, and make 
a lasting difference in the world. You can 
reach out to one desperately poor little hoy 
or girl. A child who often goes without food 
or medical care. Who might have to choose 
work over school, to help the family survive. 

As a Save the (Children sponsor, you can 
turn despair to hope. And show one child that 
someone far away cares. You'll come to know 
your sponsored child personally through 
photographs, reports and, if you wish, letters. 
As your child blossoms, you'll know you've 
helped. 

Of course. Save the Children doesn't give 
direct handouts. Instead, we combine your 
contribution with other sponsors' to help your 
child's entire community master the basics 
of health care, education and nutrition. 

l o r $20 a month — just 65C a day — 
you'll help make changes that will last a 
lifetime. And experience the joy of keeping 
a very important promise. 

Promise kept. 
r- ;; 1 

I t S as e a s y as S a y i n g . . .YhS, I want to become a Save the Children sponsor 
M y first monthly contribution of S20 is enclosed. I prefer to sponsor a • boy • girl 
• either in the area I've cheeked below. 

n Where the need is greatest 

How Save the Children's funds 
are spent. 85% of all 
dollars spent goes 
right to programs 
that benefit 
kids most. 

• Africa 
• American Indian 

Asia 
! ] (Caribbean 
i 1 I Iimalavas 

D Central America 
1 i Middle Kast 
• South America 
• United States 

• Instead of becoming a sponsor at this time, 
I am enclosing a contribution of $ 

Please send me more information. 

established Ih.td. l i te original child sponsorship agetuv 
YIHRCONI KIHI I loss \KI I s INCOME I AX 
I 11 I I I ( T l l l l .1.. \oniial rcpott asailablc upon rei|uest. 

I'MI SAVI:TII I :<:I I I I . | )RKNIEDKRXIION.INC. 

Name 

Address 

(Please print) 

\pt. « 

City 

State 

Mail to: 

Zip 

Save the Children 
50 Wilton Road, Westport. Connecticut 06880 

NT 11/2 • 

In so many parts off Colombia, 
South America, the precious 
lives off beautiful little children 
like this are threatened by 
contaminated water and 
inadequate medical care. 
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F O R U M 

Disservice 
to the Parks 

A former Park Service regional director discloses how 
rules are bent to accommodate special interests. 

By Lorraine Mintzmyer 

T HE NATIONAL PARKS are under 
siege not from a battery of as
saults but from repeated, insis

tent sniper fire. A small cadre of special 
interests, businesses, and individuals 
believes the public lands are a barely 
tapped source of revenue. And they be
lieve that their particular scheme will 
not harm anything, when in fact the 
cumulative effects of many projects are 
devastating the parks. 

Our parks are like the hole in a 
doughnut. They are a relatively small 
area in the middle of a rich, inviting 
ring of public lands. Divide that outer 
ring into many smaller segments and 
label each one with a different special 
interest, such as mining, energy and 
geothermal, timber, and grazing in 
Yellowstone, or fishing and tourism in 
the Virgin Islands, and water or hydro
electric power in the Grand Canyon. 

Around nearly every large park, a 
small class of beneficiaries derives some 
economic benefit. Just one mine out
side of Yellowstone will produce gold 
during its life that has a value of more 
than a billion dollars, an amount greater 
than half the yearly budget of the Na
tional Park Service. Multiply this great 
worth by the number of parks that have 
special interest value, and the figures 
are staggering. The parks are being 
choked to death by the actions of special 
interests and political patrons whose 

yearly "take" from boundary lands ex
ceeds by many times the combined total 
spent by all of the stewardship agencies. 

In addition, these profit-producing 
activities frequently carry the price of 
pollution. Water-borne wastes flow 
from the doughnut into the parks, and 
the winds carry noxious chemicals, some 
of which are toxic, while others are ca
pable of increasing the frequency of 
mutation. Poisons in the soil make their 

When the base of data has 
been manipulated, the 

agency loses its ability to 
function and its credibility 

with the public. 

way into the water table and food chain. 
This process is repeated many times. 
Different abuses cause different effects 
in different doughnuts, but the results 
are the same. 

The people who make up these spe
cial interests are not, for the most part, 
bad people; they are not the ecological 
robber barons of a generation or two 
past. They think of themselves as good 
and generally believe that their acts, 
while not meeting the levels some "tree-
hugger" might desire, will not do any 
permanent harm. Despite their good 

intentions, they cannot see the cumula
tive effect of 30 or 40 or 50 other in
habitants of the doughnut saying the 
same thing. Each user of that doughnut 
seeks just one favor from a member of 
Congress, wants the Department of the 
Interior to loosen one law, or asks the 
president to kill just one document. This 
excess is destroying the parks in ways 
that are building up unseen just as the 
savings and loan (S&L) crisis did. 

Parallels to the S&L situation include 
a huge asset base, players with enough 
money to pressure or remove the regu
lators, and hundreds of smug individu
als who are confident that they have 
gotten away with beating the system. 
When the S&L house of cards fell in, 
two things were revealed. Various fed
eral agencies had been subject to pres
sure to skirt the law and for other favors 
and were consequently incapable of 
seeing the whole board at once. In ad
dition, a potentially destructive tidal 
wave had been building all the time. 
Regulators had been neutralized, and 
the people making the money were too 
focused on their own deal to notice that 
the system's fabric was eroding. Such a 
wave is building in our parks—one that 
will break even harder than the S&L 
scandal. The economy has required 
more than three years to recover, but if 
the parks are destroyed, the land and 
the species that depend on it will be 
impossible to reclaim. 

One reaction is to ask where the 
regulators are, and why they do not un
derstand the threat. These mid-level 
government officials do not believe that 
they are assisting those in the doughnut 
against the interest of the land and do 
not understand the cumulative effects 
any more than the special interests do. 
And because they do not understand, 
they cannot judge the long-term effects 
on the parks. 

Most are not obscuring big things. 
Rather, they are hiding the many small 
favors and changes for the special inter
ests, who are oblivious to the fact that it 
might be too much. To obscure the de
ceptions that are "outside of the rules" 
but "not really harmful," upper-level 
leaders in the Department of the Interior 
and National Park Service call for 
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studies and analyses. In this way, they 
appear supportive. When those studies 
and reports reach conclusions and call 
for actions, they are undermined or 
destroyed. 

When some entrenched parochial 
interest gets this "help," the study or 
report eventually shown to the public 
has often been altered or destroyed by 
being filled with false data. This may 
include replacing science with politics, 
or professional opinions and views with 
politically predetermined conclusions. 

Cllearly, focusing on just a few key 
government workers is simpler than en
gaging in months of me
dia and court batt les. 
Think of the money the 
logging industry would 
have saved had it had the 
foresight to ask a mem
ber of Congress or an 
agreeable assistant secre
tary to transfer the origi
nal scientists and manag
ers dea l ing with the 
spotted owl—and then to 
have someone write in 
the language it wanted. 
Or, it could have elimi
nated offending N P S 
studies, as Interior did 
when it mysteriously lost 
a Park Service report 
opposed to geothermal 
exploration at Yellow
stone National Park. 

This type of political 
intervention has led to 
such a dilution of the Park Service pur
pose that the service's survival is at stake. 
One effect of this practice is that no 
recommendation can be assumed to be 
based on scientific data, because it is 
impossible to know whether the base-
level data were manipulated. Even the 
service cannot assess the validity of its 
own studies. When the base of data has 
been manipulated, the agency loses its 
ability to function and its credibility with 
the public. 

Politicians have always helped spe
cial interest groups to pressure the Park 
Service and the Forest Service. As a 
result, fundamental change in the struc
ture and the efficacy of those agencies 

has occurred. Politics is much more in
grained and sophisticated in the Na
tional Park Service than has heretofore 
been understood. Professional recom
mendations are run through so many 
people, many of whom are sympathetic 
to development, that it is hard for the 
Park Service to prevail. All of this sub
stantiates the view that either drastic 
reforms are needed, or the Park Service 
should become independent of the In
terior Department. 

Independence would mean that the 
service had a voice at the table and much 
higher access to the decision makers in 

the White House. It would allow the 
agency to be much freer in expressing 
its conservation position; it would help 
to establish the Park Service as a policy
maker in the conservation arena; and 
independence would help the agency 
to attract highly talented people in the 
field. The Park Service's preservation 
mission has become different from the 
multiple-use policy of Interior. Manag
ers in the service are like a voice crying 
in the wilderness when they try to raise 
make a case for preservation. They have 
had only one small voice that these days 
does not seem to be heard when so-
called political decisions are made re
garding National Park System lands. 

In addition to creating an indepen
dent Park Service, other actions are 
needed. The service should develop 
models designed to measure the build
up of a potential ecosystem disaster, 
which should include the cost to pre
serve a given area, the length of time 
until the functional death of major 
parks, and the amount special interests 
are receiving in return for this injury. 

If we are asked to concede protec
tion of the land ostensibly because of 
the need for jobs or because of the need 
for raw materials, let's first generate 
some balance sheets. Let's see what the 

profit margins are, the 
pay-scales. And let's be 
very, very sure the work
ers, and not the highest 
number of rich compa
nies or millionaires in 
Tokyo or Toronto, ben
efit. It is my strong sense, 
although I have not re
viewed hard data, that if 
rights to use this land 
were regulated to maxi
mize well-paying jobs 
rather than contributions 
to politicians, the actual 
amount of activity—such 
as mining or logging— 
would fall while jobs ac
tually increased. 

Congress should pass 
a law to forbid ex parte 
negotiations or influence 
peddling by politicians 
on stewardship issues 

and to forbid closed and private meet
ings with special interests. 

It is only when these actions occur 
that the credibility and professionalism 
of the service will once again assure the 
public and Congress that their parks are 
being administered in the public inter
est with preservation as the guiding 
policy and ethic. 

Lorraine Mintzmyer, former NPS Rocky 
Mountain regional director, tesified he-
fore a House subcommittee that there 
had been extensive political interference 
in the Vision for the Future plan. This 
excerpt from a speech she made earlier 
this year is reprinted with permission. 
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Grappling 
with 

Gridlock 
As automobile traffic turns parks into parking lots, 
transportation alternatives are urgently needed. 

By Todd Wilkinson 

W 
HEN JAMES BRYCE, the 

British Ambassador to 
the United States, visited 
Yosemite National Park 

in 1912, he warned of a menace that 
would soon overtake Yosemite and 
other national parks. 

"If you were to realize what the re
sult of the automobile will be in that 
wonderful, that incomparable valley, 
you will keep it out," he said. 

Although automobiles were not al
lowed into the national parks at the 
time of Bryce's words, public pressure 
to change the policy mounted as ve
hicles became more reliable and afford
able. Within a year, the first automo
biles sputtered into Yosemite, and now, 
eight decades later, Park Superinten
dent Mike Finley is facing the conse
quences. When Finley inspects the 
magnificent Yosemite Valley during 
summer afternoons, he sees traffic grid
lock with its choking exhaust. And in
stead of the open fields and meadows 
that once filled the valley, he finds as-
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phalt and 5,500 parking spaces. "Let's 
face it, the entrance to Yosemite Valley 
isn't a road system," says George 
Berklacy, chief spokesman for the Park 
Service in Washington, D.C. "It's a gi
ant parking lot." 

Although Yosemite may indeed be 
facing the greatest transportation chal
lenge in the National Park System, it is 
hardly alone. "Few parks have managed 
to escape the impact of the car," says 
Laura Loomis, deputy director of con
servation programs for the National 
Parks and Conservation Association. 

A look at five national parks reveals 
the extent of the problem. 

Along the South Rim of Grand Can
yon National Park in Arizona, snarled 
traffic exacerbates air pollution so se
vere that haze hangs over some trade
mark views like a cataract. 

At Great Smoky Mountains National 

Overuse contributes to the poor condition 
of park roads. Fixing Yellowstone's 
system alone may cost up to $300 million. 

V 
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Park in Tennessee, nearly 3.6 million 
vehicles—an increase of more than one 
million in the last decade—pass through 
the gates annually, causing gridlock on 
busy days. Over the past 30 years, vis
ibility has dwindled from 30 miles to 15 
miles, while rising ozone levels have 
damaged an estimated 70 native plant 
species. 

Automobile exhaust during peak va
cation months at Acadia National Park 
in Maine combines with airborne pol
lution to create hazardous ozone levels 
that threaten sensitive trees and other 
plant life and trigger health warnings at 
park entrance stations. 

At Shenandoah National Park in 
Virginia, heavy traffic—particularly 
during autumn months when visitors 
drive through the park to view foliage— 
adds to the pollution that has been 
identified as the number one threat to 
the park. In addition, park officials last 
year reported a record number of acci
dents. Two-thirds of the 150 collisions 
involved deer. 

The road system throughout Yel

lowstone National Park in Wyoming is 
crumbling and will cost taxpayers a 
minimum of $300 million to fix. Ex
perts say that once construction is com
pleted, the mammoth repair task will 
have to start anew, because the life span 
of an average park road is less than 30 
years. 

In nearly a century, accommodating 
America's dual love affair with the na
tional parks and the automobile has 
produced expensive highway networks, 
as well as maintenance budgets that 
dwarf the expenditures funneled into 
resource protection, visitor services, and 
interpretation. The National Park Sys
tem includes 1,460 associated bridges 
and tunnels and 7,927 miles of roads, 
of which 4,860 miles are paved. In 1981 
a Park Service survey estimated that 19 
percent of all park system roads were in 
poor condition, following a decade of 
increased visitation, decreased binding, 
and deferred maintenance, 33 percent 
of the park system roads were in poor 
or failed condition, prompting salety 
concerns from the Federal Highway 

Park visitation has increased tremendously 
in the last 50 years, overwhelming the road 
systems designed for an earlier time. 

Administration. NPCA's Loomis says, 
"In all parks, we are seeing visitation 
increase annually at rates of 3 to 10 
percent, and yet we have park road sys
tems designed for traffic volumes from 
50 years ago." 

The latest cost estimates for road re
building and repair are $1.5 billion, a 
dol lar amoun t equal to the Park 
Service's annual operating budget, says 
Jim Straughan, who oversees the Park 
Service's Denver-based transportation 
branch. The outlook is not good. Con
gress is expected to appropriate a total 
of $486 million over the next four years, 
less than hall of what is needed. Con
sequently, the condition of the roads 
will continue to decline to the end of 
the century, when the tab for bringing 
them up to federal standards will have 
increased to at least $2 billion, says 
Straughan. 

This is just a glimpse of the toll. The 

28 November/December 1992 



Enjoy the Beauty of Our National Parks 
All Year Long! 

NPCA Calendar captures all the majesty 
This spectacular, full-color wall calendar visually 

celebrates the unique natural wonders and 
historic places that are a prized portion of our 
natural heritage. A full 12" x 24" when open, it 

will bring you twelve full months of viewing 
pleasure. 

N190, NPCA 1993 National Parks Wall Calen
dar. $9.95 

(Members, $8.95) 

Limited Edition Indian Art Masks of the 
Northwest Stamp First Day Cover 
Developed to honor the integrity and beauty of 
Native American art, this commemorative First 
Day Cover stamp set is handsomely displayed on 
museum quality, acid-free matte background, 
encased in a 9" x 12" solid oak frame. Produced in 
limited quantities, at the time of issuance, this 
mint set can never be produced again. The mint 
plate block of four stamps with specific serial 
numbers is a prized collectible. All orders shipped 
via Priority Mail, fully insured. 
First Day Cover Date of Issue: September 25, 1980 
ST 103, Pacific NW Indian Art Masks Stamp 
Issue. $71.95 (Members, $64.75) 



Time is Running Out 
At the end of this year, the Endangered Species Act 
authorization expires. To ensure that we never 
forget the importance of the Act, NPCA has commis
sioned this special clock. Capturing the majesty of 
the gray wolf, one of the most endangered and 
threatened species in the National Park System, this 
attractive heveled glass clock is handmade in the 
United States. The movement is the finest electronic 
quartz-crystal available. Each clock comes with full 
instructions, a fact sheet that tells you about our 
endangered species, and a lifetime warranty. 

CL100, Gray Wolf Pup Clock. $49.50 
(Members, $44.55) 

Not Shown: 
Also available on handsome note cards. 
Sold in sets of 10. 
NP006, Gray Wolf Pup Note Cards. $6.95 
(Members, $6.25) 

"In wildness is the preservation of the world..." 
Henry David Thoreau 

These bold, thought-provoking images of endangered 
wildlife have been designed and printed on T-shirts and 
sweatshirts exclusively for NPCA members and friends. 
These 100% cotton T-shirts and cotton-blend 
sweatshirts are finest quality, U.S-made. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL, XXL. 
T-shirts: $18.75 (Members, $16.85). 
Sweatshirts: $27.95 (Members, $25.15). 
N150, NPCA Endangered Species tee (white) 
N150A, NPCA Endangered Species sweatshirt (white) 
N151, NPCA Grizzly Bear tee (black) 
N151A, NPCA Grizzly Bear sweatshirt (black) 
N152, NPCA Bald Eagle tee (white) 
N152A, NPCA Bald Eagle sweatshirt (white) 
N153, NPCA Gray Wolf tee (ash gray) 
N153A, NPCA Gray Wolf sweatshirt (ash gray) 

Not Shown: 
Also available on 10 
oz. ceramic mugs. 
M300, Gray Wolf 
mug (black). $7.50 
(Members, $6.75) 
M30T, Grizzly Bear 
mug (black). $7.50 
(Members, $6.75) 
M302, Bald Eagle 
mug (blue). $7.50 
(Members, $6.75) 



<<CL101 

Our National 
Parks Captured 
in Time. Enjoy 
the winter 
splendors of 
Yellowstone 
and Sequoia 
and Kings 
Canyon 
National Parks 
captured 
forever in a 
premium-
quality, beveled 
glass clock. Each is handmade in the United States 
with the finest electronic quartz crystal movement 
available. Includes lifetime warranty. 
CL101, Yellowstone Evergreen Falls Clock. $49.50 
(Members, $44.55) 
CL102, Giant Sequoia Clock. $49.50 
(Members. $44.55) 

Not Shown: 
Also available on note cards, sets of 10: 
NP005, Yellowstone Evergreen Falls Note Cards. 
$6.95 
(Members, $6.25) 
NP002, Giant Sequoia Note Cards. $6.95 
(Members, $6.25) 

Limited Edition National Park Centennial Stamp First 
Day Covers. Handsomely displayed on museum quality, 
acid-free matte 
background, 
encased in a 9" x 
12" solid oak 
frame. Produced in 
limited quantities. 
these distinctive 
First Day Covers 
also include a 
special commemo
rative design, 
called a cachet, on 
the left side of the 
envelope. Each 
mint block of four 
stamps bears its 
own serial num
ber. These commemorative stamp sets are no longer in 
print, thus they are highly prized as collectibles. All 
orders are shipped via Priority Mail, fully insured. 
First Day Cover Date of Issue: July 28, 1972 
ST101, Denali Centennial Stamp Issue. $71.95 
(Members, $64.75) 

First Day Cover 
Date of Issue: 
March 1. 1972 
ST102, 
Yellowstone 
Centennial Stamp 
Issue. $71.95 
(Members. $64.75) 
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Relive Your Fondest Park Visit 
Each of these special National Park shirts captures a 
unique and favorite memory in vivid detail and full 
color. Shirts currently available are listed below. 
Others will soon be available, including Great 
Smoky Mountains. Glacier, Grand Teton, Yellow
stone, and Grand Canyon. T-shirts are 100% cotton: 
sweatshirts are cotton blend. All U.S.-made. 
Sizes: S, M. L. XL, XXL. 

NP101. 
Denali 
National Park 
T-shirt. 
$16.95 
(Members, 
$15.25) 

NP101A, 
Denali 
National Park 
sweatshirt. 
$27.95 
(Members, 
$25.15) 

NP100. Yosemite National Park T-shirt. $16.95 
(Members, $15.25) 

NP100A, Yosemite National Park sweatshirt. $27.95 
(Members. $25.15) 

The Four Spiritual Corners Of The Earth 
These Native American images from the High Plateau 
region represent the four corners of the Earth: North. 
South, East and West. Each design was originally created 
on a scratch-board medium and reproduced on a dra
matic black 100% cotton, U.S.-made, premium-quality 
T-shirt. Sizes: S, M. L. XL. XXL. 
T-Shirt $18.75 (Members. $16.85) 

N120, She Calls the Buffalo T-shirt 
The North is represented by the Buffalo. Its power is that of 
wisdom, knowledge, and life. 
N121, Power of Innocence T-shirt 
The South is represented by the Mouse. It teaches inno
cence and seeing things that are close to you, such as home, 
family, and keeping your world in order. 
N122, Shaman's Vision T-shirt 
The East is represented by the Eagle. This represents the 
ability to see ahead in one's life and make proper judgments. 
N123, Seeking Within T-shirt 
The West is represented by the Bear. The bear teaches 
strength and the ability to look within for answers and 
guidance. 

N130, NPCA Tote Bag. Replace paper and plastic with our 
popular cotton canvas tote. Measures 18" x 24" with top 
snap closure and front pocket. $12.95 (Members, $11.65). 
N130A, NPCA Rondelet Ditty. With navy Cordura® 
bottom and drawstring, this very functional cotton duck 
bag has a ruggedly handsome look. The Delrin® cord lock 
assures secure closure, and two straps make for wear as a 
backpack or for easy shoulder slinging. Measures 11" x 16-
1/2." $26.50 (Members. $23.85) 

Thoughts from Walden Pond. 
The words of Henry David Thoreau are matched to 
twelve distinctive photographs to provide a year
long calendar of reflection, inspiration, and 
wisdom. Measures 13 1/4" x 24" when open. 
WHO, Walden Pond 1993 Wall Calendar. $11.95 
(Members, $10.75) 

Not Shown: SH10, Shaman 1993 Wall Calendar. 
$11.95 (Members. $10.75) 



large western parks that come under 
the jurisdiction ot the Park Service's 
Rocky Mountain region suffer the most 
from a cash shortfall. Their road repair 
bill exceeds $470 million. "At the rate 
we're going, our road troubles are not 
going to be resolved," said Cam Hugie, 
regional maintenance chief. "It's de
plorable for areas of national signifi
cance to be in that condition." 

Although insufficient funds to repair 
the roads are part of the problem, re
placing the roads is not the only way to 
improve transportation. But getting 
away from auto-dependent systems re
quires revolutionary thinking and a 
willingness to change. 

According to NPCA's Loomis, the 
vacation of the future may no longer 
involve loading up the family vehicle 
and setting out across the country to a 
series of drive-through parks. "We're 
entering an age where we may have to 
abandon traditional thinking about how 
we visit our parks," she said. Some may 
not be willing to accept Loomis' as
sessment, but even transportation ex
perts with the Park Service confess that 
maintenance and repair problems are 
of epic proportions. 

In addition to the costs to repair 
roads, car-dependent transportation 
systems exacerbate pollution, carve up 
parkland, and may even conflict with the 
philosophy of the Park Service. 

Indeed, the Park Service's recent 
135-page Vail Agenda report—for 
which a team of independent experts 
was asked to review the state of the 
national parks—suggests that transpor

tation and its supporting infrastructure 
conflict with park values. 

"The Steering Committee recognizes 
that providing for public access and 
public enjoyment and enlightenment, 
on the one hand, and protecting park 
resources and values, on the other, often 
come into conflict. Visitors to park units 
use park resources: they take up space, 
they require transportation, food, shel
ter, waste facilities, traffic control, 
viewing areas, and so on...The Service 
should undertake to develop a new 
generation of state-of-the-art designs for 
needed facilities such as trails, over
looks, transportation systems, visitor 
centers, and campgrounds," wrote the 
experts in the report, which was deliv
ered for the Park Service's 75th anni
versary last year. 

NPCA has long been a proponent of 
establishing thresholds tor the number 
of people who can experience the park 
without compromising its resources. 
The association devised Visitor Impact 
Management studies as a method of 
assessing how visitors affect the parks. 
Such an approach was mandated by 
Congress in 1978, when it passed the 
Parks and Recreation Act. But demo
graphics, not federal law, has served as 
more of a catalyst for change. With 
California's population swelling to 30 
million residents, pressure on Yosemite 
has forced park managers to consider 
extreme measures such as closing Yo
semite Valley to all private cars. 

A report by The Wilderness Society 
titled Traffic Problems in the National 
Parks supported closing down the val-

Exhaust adds to haze that obscures views 
in parks such as the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

ley. It also advocated "staging areas" 
where visitors could leave vehicles and 
use public transportation systems. 
NPCA and other conservationist groups 
are working with the Park Service to 
implement solutions. Others have 
faulted the federal agency for failing to 
implement recommendations and claim 
that, by not taking preventive action 
decades ago, park managers in Yosemite 
now must close stretches of highway 
when they become too crowded. 

Agency planners admit that highways 
in Yosemite already are exceeding their 
capacity for shuttle buses, but the al
ternatives are few. And Finley warns that 
eliminating cars in favor of a more ex
tensive shuttle bus system will not solve 
all problems. "Does a shuttle bus sys
tem really address the needs of anglers 
who want to be out there and fish at 
first light; or the photographer who 
wants freedom to wait for a perfect shot; 
or a hiker who does not want to be 
dropped off at the trailhead in a surge 
of 40 people?" Finley asked. 

Finley also points out that establish
ing staging areas may take more land 
out of its natural state and could mean 
greater costs. "It means building a larger 
bus fleet and more staff and mainte
nance costs. Who is going to pay for 
this, and what is the cost to the visitor 
experience?" 

Another problem relates to asphalt. 
Staging area parking lots could be ex
tensive. "That is a dilemma," says 
NPCA's Loomis. "If you do make 
people abandon their cars, you wouldn't 
want them to encounter a huge expanse 
of pavement. Right now, the Park Ser
vice doesn't have a clear policy on where 
it wants to go. As a consequence, it's 
trying to merely patch up obvious 
problems that require long-term think
ing. We have to rethink the way we 
make parks accessible to visitors and 
examine the most cost-effective meth
ods of mass transit that can be em
ployed." 

Advocates of public transportation 
gained an unlikely ally last year, when 
Sen. Malcolm Wallop, a conservative 
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Wyoming Republican, initiated legisla
tion for a $240,000 study of park trans
portation problems. The study is to be 
completed by the end of 1992. The late 
Walt Disney, who made monorails a 
centerpiece of his popular California 
and Florida theme parks, provided the 
inspiration for Wallop's bill. The legis
lation directs the National Park Service 
to examine the feasibility of alternative 
transit systems in three locat ions: 
Yosemite, Yellowstone, and Denali 
National Park and Preserve in Alaska. 

Thirty years ago, drawing compari
sons between the Magic Kingdom and 
America's crown jewels would have 
been regarded as sacrilege by the envi
ronmental community. But Wallop's 
fondness tor Disney's monorails is based 
on a premise with which most conser
vationists agree. Studies in Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park show that the 
average visitor spends seven times as 
many hours inside the car as out of it; 
16 percent of visitors never turn off the 
car's engine. Consider Wallop's theory 
about Disney. "There are some things 
the private sector has pioneered that 
the public sector has yet to learn, and 

one of them is the ability to separate 
Americans from their cars and make 
them enjoy it," Wallop says. "Disney 
does this better than anyone. As our 
parks become overcrowded, the infra
structures will continue to collapse. This 
has led to environmental degradation, 
because some parks simply cannot 
handle the tremendous volume of cars." 

Although NPCA and other conser
vation groups praise Wallop's search 
for creative solutions, their support is 
tempered with caution. Rather than use 
trains, buses, or monorails to replace 
cars, the senator suggests adding them 
to the existing system. Conservation 
groups say this approach is unaccept
able, because it would only increase the 
burdens associated with infrastructure 
maintenance. The question remains: 
how would an agency that suffers from 
chronic funding shortfalls pay tor alter
native t ransportat ion? Park Service 
economists say the average cost of 
building a paved highway is about $1 
million a mile. Conservative estimates 
place monorail construction and main
tenance costs between $15 million and 
$50 million a mile, a price tag unrealis

tic for parks such as Yellowstone. 
John d i n g l e s , the Park Service 

deputy chief of engineering and safety, 
believes the conclusion of Wallop's 
t ranspor ta t ion study will rule out 
monorails. "Environmentally, we're not 
going to carve out new corridors in the 
landscape for monorails. It's out of the 
question," he said. "On the other hand, 
we know there is a serious need for 
public transportation systems and im
posing limits on the number of visitors. 
We tried to limit use in Yosemite but 
ran into a political firestorm." 

Ciingles said he and many of his col
leagues support a 50-year moratorium 
on all new development in national 
parks so that transportation troubles can 
be resolved. "At a time when we should 
be looking at tightening up and putting 
limits on visitor use. Congress is build
ing more facilities in our parks and 
adding to the trouble," he said. "We're 
trying to put more people and automo
biles into parks, but we don't have any 
idea what the impacts are to resources, 
because a solid research base is lacking." 

So what are the options? "Whether 
you and I like it or not, cars are going to 

Most people see the parks from behind a 
car windshield. Grand Canyon Railway 
offers an option for South Rim visitors. 

be with us for several decades," says 
Gingles. "It 's almost an unsolvable 
problem as long as the public insists on 
seeing the parks from behind the 
windshield of their own vehicles." Sev
enty-five years ago, he noted, visitors to 
Yellowstone were required to abandon 
their cars at the park border and chain 
them to a tree. It was the only certain 
method of convincing them that the cars 
would be secure while they rode stage
coaches into the park interior. "We need 
to encourage people to think beyond 
the car. That's the only hope we have," 
Cingles says. 

Those same sentiments were voiced 
in Yosemite Valley a long time ago by a 
British ambassador. If only someone had 
heard his advice over the coming roar 
of the horseless carriage. 

Todd Wilkinson lives in Boze/nan, 
Montana, and writes regularly about na
tional parks for a number of magazines 
including National Parks. 

The Alternatives 

A s MANY AS 40 national park units 
offer some form of public trans

portation as an alternative to private 
automobiles, though most of these sys
tems operate on a limited basis. From 
shuttles and light rail to ferries and bike 
paths, alternatives are available at parks 
such as Dinosaur National Monument, 
Nor th Cascades National Park, the 
Statue of Liberty National Monument, 
Denali National Park and Preserve, and 
Grand Canyon National Park. 

Grand Canyon has both shuttle and 
train systems to carry visitors through 
portions of the park. A bus shuttle sys
tem operates on three different loops. 
In 1990 the buses were used by a total 
of 2.6 million people. 

Shuttle buses provide an alternative but 
not all the answers at Glacier NP. 

In addition to shuttle buses, visitors 
coming to the Grand Canyon's South 
Rim may ride the train. The steam train 
operates once a day from Williams, 
Arizona. Grand Canyon Railway, the 
company operating the rail line, claims 
to displace as many as 30,000 automo
biles in the park each year. The company 
hopes to significantly increase that 
number by adding a spur line to the 
transportation hub at Grand Canyon 
Airport at the gateway community of 
Tusayan, Arizona. This way, company 
officials say, visitors arriving by plane 
or car could be encouraged to take the 
train directly to the South Rim, elimi
nating the need for a car. Annual rider-
ship on the train has averaged 91,000 
passengers since the service was rein-
augurated in 1989. Ridership in 1992 is 
expected to exceed 100,000, and the 
railway's capacity is more than 368,000 
a year, according to the company. 

At Denali National Park and Pre

serve in Alaska, a controlled number of 
visitors is brought into the heart of the 
park aboard buses that operate on a 
single gravel road. As a result, wildlife 
flourishes along the roadside, and the 
undeveloped nature of the park is pre
served. Visitors can take Amtrak to 
Denali and then board the shuttle buses 
on arrival. 

Often the move to alternative transit 
systems has occurred by necessity, be
cause funding shortfalls have left only 
creative options. At Mount Rainier 
National Park in Washington, officials 
have p roposed leaving the pa rk ' s 
Westside Road open only to bicycle and 
foot traffic. Since 1989, the Park Service 
has spent more than $700,000 repairing 
the road that is in the path of debris 
carried by the South Tahoma Glacier. 
Government engineers estimate that 
repairing the road to accommodate au
tomobile traffic would cost $354,000 
each year, compared with a single cost 

of $95,000 to convert the road to a bike 
and foot path. 

Currently, nearly everyone who visits 
a national park travels there by private 
car. Encouraging people to try different 
modes of travel will require education 
and availability of alternatives. 

"Right now, you can get to a number 
of parks via the Amtrak rail system, but 
I don't know how willing the American 
public is to use it as long as the car 
remains the least expensive alternative," 
says Laura Loomis, NPCA's deputy di
rector of conservation programs. "With 
many of the urban parks, it is important 
that they be linked to existing subway 
and bus systems to allow visitors the 
choice of leaving their cars behind." 

In a few years, hikers will be able to 
catch the subway to Greenbelt Park in 
Maryland, 12 miles from Washington, 
D.C. A stop at Greenbelt Park is among 
those planned for the city's public tran
sit system. 
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GREED 
vs. 

Green 
How the Wise Use Movement employs 

corporate money and questionable tactics 
to stake its claim to public lands. 

By Richard M. Stapleton 

"Our goal is to Jcs/roy, to eradicate the 
environmental movement." 

—Ron Arnold 

IT is CLEVER, CALLOUS, politically as
tute, and very well funded. It is the 
dark side of conservation, environ-

mentalism's evil force. And at a time 
when a spectrum of environmental or
ganizations are having to trim staffs and 
mark time, it seems to be expanding 
exponentially. It is the Wise Use Move
ment, and its chilling agenda includes: 

• Breaking up the National Park 
Service. 

• Opening all national parks and 
wilderness areas to mineral and energy 
production. 

• Clearcutting all ancient forests, 
using the bizarre argument that "de
caying and oxygen-using" old-growth 
contributes to global warming. 

• A major 20-year construction pro
gram to build lodging and concessions 
in national parks. 

• A public land give-away: redefin
ing grazing rights to "recognize [that] 
these ranches are not public lands but 
split-estate lands, co-owned by govern

ment and the rancher." 
• Gutting the Endangered Species 

Act. 
• Constructing wilderness trails for 

off-road vehicles (ORVs). 
• Immediately developing petroleum 

resources in Alaska's pristine Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR). 

They must be kidding, you say! What 
and who is the Wise Use Movement 
(WUM)? Isn't it just a new Sagebrush 
Rebellion? Can't it be dismissed as an
other group of str ident right-wing 
kooks? Won't it wither under the righ
teous light of scientific reason? 

No—on all counts. Wise use has been 
with us since Day One. Clifford Pinchot, 
father of the National Forest Service 
and the man who coined the word 
"conservationist," argued tor the con
trolled and "wise use" of natural re
sources. Conservationist Pinchot was a 
good friend of preservationist John 
Muir, founder of the Sierra Club. Both 
were t rusted advisors to President 
Theodore Roosevelt as well as point men 
in the fight against rapacious monopo
listic exploitation of the West. They 
were ecological pioneers at a time when 

few believed that America's natural re
sources could possibly be limited. 

Muir, who found in the California 
redwoods "nature's temple," fought 
exploitation because he held nature sa
cred: "The clearest way into the Uni
verse," he wrote, "is through a forest 
wilderness." Pinchot, who equated 
natural resources with national pros
perity, fought exploitation because he 
recognized natural limits. Nature, like 
time and money and every other re
source, must be "used wisely." Muir 
had his victories—Roosevelt saved the 
Grand Canyon from mining interests in 
1906—but Pinchot 's progressive or 
wise-use precepts shaped the early days 
of conservation, emphasizing use for the 
public good over private gain, and giv
ing us such important principles as 
multiple use, scientific management, and 
sustained yield. 

The Muir-Pinchot alliance (and 
friendship) foundered on the cliffs of 
Yosemite National Park. Pinchot, call
ing it a "wise use," supported flooding 
the beautiful Hetch Hetchy Valley to 
supply San Francisco with water and 
electric power. Muir likened the pro-
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posal to damming a cathedral to make 
an urban water tank. But Pinchot, 
branding his opposition "misinformed 
and unreasonable nature lovers," pre
vailed, and the scenic gem that the U. S. 
government once declared "inalienable 

for all time" was ordered drowned for 
the public good. The year was 1913. 

The popular embrace of Muir 's 
preservationist views has been more re
cent. The more finite our resources 
seem, the more precious they become. 

An early "wise-use" battle over Yosemite 
National Park's spectacular Hetch Hetchy 
Valley (above) polarized the conservation 
movement in the early 1900s. John Muir 
and his supporters lost the fight in 1913, 
when a dam (left) was built, permanently 
submerging the valley. It is the only dam 
ever to be constructed in a national park. 

As species disappear, we recognize the 
need for diversity. As the effects of wet
land loss multiply, we move to save 
what's left. As crowds clog Yosemite, 
we realize more fully what we lost at 
Hetch Hetchy. A movement is born, 
and the Earth gets its Day. 

But Newton told us that for every 
action there is an equal and opposite 
reaction. His principle would seem to 
apply to society as well as physics. 
Movements beget countermovements. 
Given the growing strength and success 
of preservationist environmentalism, the 
re-emergence of wise use as a movement 
should surprise no one. It has done so, 
however, with many environmentalists 
either unawavc of WUM and its agenda, 
or else discounting it as a minor brush-
fire of discontent. 
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Consider, then, some recent Wise 
Use victories: 

• The Vision for the Future docu
ment, a plan to protect Yellowstone 
National Park and its surrounding 12-
million-acre ecosystem, was gutted when 
WUM out-organized and out-shouted 
both bureaucrats and environmental
ists at public hearings. 

• The $1,9-million New York Bond 
Act of 1991, which included $800 mil
lion for land protection, was defeated 
after the New York Farm Bureau 
launched a major media campaign at
tacking the "Land Crabbing Bond Act" 
as a threat to individual property rights. 

• $30 million in gasoline taxes was 
siphoned off a highway and mass-transit 
bill to build trails that will open up 
wilderness areas to off-road vehicles. 
Japanese manufacturers of ORVs are 
major financial supporters of WUM. 

• General Electric announced it 
would not renew its multi-million-dollar 
binding ol "World of Audubon" TV 
specials. In a massive fax and letter 
campaign, WUM threatened CE with a 
boycott following specials on ranching 
and logging. Similar WUM campaigns 
led Stroh's Brewery and the Ford Motor 
Company to pull sponsorship of Aud
ubon specials. 

The Wise Use Movement is an um
brella covering hundreds ol groups and 
organizations. They range from mining 
and timber companies to ranchers and 
real estate developers, and there is 
nothing new to their central philoso
phy—the removal of any and all re
strictions to the exploitation of nature. 
What is new is the coalition and the 
savvy use ol grass roots activism to mask 
a corporate agenda of continued ex
ploitation. 

The coalition was born in 1988 when 
250 groups, ranging from the American 
Mining Congress to the National Rifle 
Association, the American Motorcyclists 
Association to the National Cattlemen's 
Association, gathered at the Bellevue, 
Washington, offices of The Center for 
the Defense of Free Enterprise. They 
were joined there by relics of the Sage
brush Rebellion, the naive and under
funded effort during the Carter and 
Reagan years to have federal lands 

Snakes in the Grass 
"What's in a name?" Juliet asked. A rose by any other name 
may smell as sweet, but beware of sweet-sounding names. 
The Wise Use Movement likes to hide behind warm fuzzy 
words and naturescape logos. A sampler: 

Alliance for America 
Alliance for Responsible CFC Policy 
Citizens for the Environment 
Citizens for Sensible Control of Acid Rain 
Citizens for a Sound Economy 
Colorado Rivers Resources Coalition 
Council for Solid Waste Solutions 
Information Council on the Environment 
Living Lakes, Inc. 
National Wetlands Coalition 
Oregon Lands Coalition 
People for the West! 
Sahara Club 
Western Environmental Trade Association 

The WUM's self-righteousness often creeps into its names. 
The Essential Information report "Masks of Deception: 
Corporate Front Groups in America" says names with words 
like "sound," "sensible," and "responsible" likely mask 
agendas that are anything but. 

turned over to the states and to private 
interests. 

The purpose of the Bellevue meet
ing was to find a common ground from 
which to light environmentalism. The 
timing was fortuitous: three major pieces 
of legislation—renewal of the Endan
gered Species Act, renewal of the Clean 
Water Act, and repeal of the 1872 
Mining Law—were coming before 
Congress. The meeting resulted in for
mation ol a working coalition united by 
two correlating goals: to curb any con
straints on the use of private land and 
to abolish all limits to the abuse ol public 
land. 

Specific goals were spelled out in 
The Wise Use Agenda (excerpted 

above), the bible of the movement. 
Taken together, they call for turning 
the clock back to the very beginning of 
conservation. 

Hosts for the meeting were Allan 
Gottlieb and Ron Arnold. The two men 
are the gurus ol WUM, and their back
grounds explain much about how the 
Wise Use Movement differs from the 
Sagebrush Rebellion. Gottlieb is a so
phisticated fund raiser for conservative 
causes (perhaps a bit too sophisticated; 
he was sent to prison lor a year in 1984 
for liling false income tax returns). He 
runs a direct-mail network built while 
raising money for the NRA, claims to 
have a list of more than five million 
potential contributors, and is busy 
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gathering Hsthils oi kinds to light envi
ronmentalists. 

Ron Arnold, author oi The Wise Use-
Agenda, is dead serious when he says 
he wants to destroy the environmental 
movement. He is the Benedict Arnold 
ol environmentalism, a former Sierra 
(ilub activist who has torn whole chap
ters from the textbook of grass-roots 
activism and used them to rewrite 
industry's rules of engagement. Orga
nize grass-roots organizations, Arnold 
told Canadian timber executives in a 
1989 speech. They can "evoke powerful 
archetypes such as the sanctity of the 
family, ...form coalitions to build real 
political clout, ...be an effective and 
convincing advocate for your industry." 

They can, he told the timbermen, "do 
things industry can't." 

If you're going to exploit nature, 
Arnold seems to reason, why not ex
ploit your workers as well? And so we 
see all of the activist's tools—petition 
drives, fax and letter campaigns, pro
test meetings, media events, lobbying 
and organizing—brought into play as 
Arnold fans the flames of populist fear 
to create a smoke screen for big busi
ness. Too often today, the "environ
mental activist" you see on the evening 
news is working to protect industry, not 
nature: 

• In Washington, D.C., 300 activists 
worked the halls of Congress, staged 
media events, and pressed bureaucrats 

over the fate of wetlands, fisheries, na
tional forests, and endangered species. 
It was the September "Fly-in for free
dom," a carefully organized and or
ches t ra ted W U M lobbying effort. 
"Wear work clothes," organizers told 
participants, "with special attention to 
gloves, boots, hard hats, bandanas..." 
The working-class getup proved to be-
far more effective than the pin stripes 
of most industry lobbyists. 

• In Portland, Oregon, 12,000 log 
gers rallied to protest curbs on clear-
cutting. TV coverage made the spotted 
owl look like the Willy Horton of the 
environment. No one mentioned that 
the men had been given a paid day oft 
to attend the rally, with lunch and 
transportation provided by the timber 
companies. And no one mentioned the 
Bureau ot Land Management report 
showing that 15,000 jobs could be saved 
with a ban on the export ot raw timber. 

• In Bozeman, Montana, 700 WUM 
supporters overwhelmed a hearing on 
the future ot the greater Yellowstone-
ecosystem. "They simply out-organized 
us," rued Ld Lewis ot the Greater 
Yellowstone Coalition. But there was 
more than organization involved, The 
region was flooded with rumors that 
Yellowstone National Park was to be 
expanded five fold, and that hunting, 
fishing, mining, and logging would be 
banned. Prehearing rallies whipped the 
crowd into near hysteria, and Yellow 
stone Superintendent Robert Barbee 
found himself accused ot being every 
thing from a communist to a Nazi. 

It's not difficult to expose the sham. 
The Oregon Lands Coalition, which 
organized the Portland protest, began 
its lite housed in the Association ot Or
egon Industries office. The Council for 
Solid Waste Solutions shares office-
space with its parent. The Society of 
the Plastics Industry, Inc. The National 
Wetlands Coalition (NWC), another 
industry arm hiding behind a feel good 
name, professes to redress problems 
small landowners have with wetlands 
regulation. Actually, as Sen. John Chatce 
(R-R.I.) pointed out in a speech last 
year, its membership roster "reads like 
a Who's Who of the oil and gas indus
try." Funding comes from Amoco. BP. 
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Behind the 
Grassroots 
Smokescreen 
When WUM held its second 
annual conference in Reno, 
Nevada, the list of co-sponsors 
revealed the range of interests 
that are fanning the grassroots 
flames: 

American Farm Bureau 
Federation 

American Mining Congress 
National Association of 

Manufacturers 
United 4-Wheel Drive Assn. 
National Cattlemen's Assn. 
Independent Petroleum Assn. 

of America 
National Grange 
American Motorcyclists Assn. 
National Forest Products 

Association 
American Sheep Industry 
American Pulpwood Assn. 
American Forest Council 
National Association of 

Mining Districts 

Chevron, Exxon, Marathon Oil, and 
dozens more who do not see wetlands 
as natural filtration systems. NWC, in a 
bit of literary legerdemain, says it sup
ports the goal of no overall loss of wet
lands "as long as no net loss remains a 
goal" and does not become the law. 

People for the West! (PFW), which 
led the tight at Yellowstone, was formed 
by John Wilson, head of the Western 
States Public Lands Commission, to 
fight repeal of the 1872 Mining Law 
(which allows mining companies that 
find deposits to buy public land tor no 
more than $5.00 per acre). It's no sur
prise that People for the West! is one 
of the best-funded WUM groups (see 
sidebar); founder Wilson is CEO of 
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Pegasus Cold, and in 1991, 12 of PFW's 
13 board members were mining com
pany executives. When PFW turned out 
500 people (vs. 50 environmentalists) 
to speak against mining law reform at a 
congressional hearing in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico, it did so by having Phelps-
Dodge and Molycorp bus employees in 
from around the state. It also bused in 
school children to wave placards pro
claiming the PFW vision that repeal 
would destroy families and communities 
alike, ultimately causing deterioration 
of values and the American way! 

Never mind that mining companies 
have a long history of unsafe working 
conditions, union busting, and pay and 
benefit cutting. Never mind that over

grazing destroys the land ranchers says 
they're fighting to protect. Never mind 
that shipping raw logs overseas costs 
more jobs than all the spotted owls and 
environmentalists put together. The re
cession has hit hardest where jobs are 
most tenuous. Rural America is a vast 
pool of land-bound workers—miners, 
loggers, ranchhands, farmers, and fish
ermen—fearful for their future. 
Drowning people grab first the lifeline, 
and ask later who's pulling them in; a 
jobless worker with a mortgage and 
family to feed has little sympathy for an 
endangered species when his own 
habitat is threatened. 

The cynical manipulation of workers, 
who have been as badly exploited as 
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the natural resources they harvest, is 
possible in part because the environ
mental movement has let its grassroots 
atrophy. Environmental groups don't 
have WUM's huge reservoir of corpo
rate funding; limited monies have in
creasingly been funneled to fight 
Reagan-Bush efforts to gut national 
legislation. At the same time, legitimate 
fears about lost jobs have not been ad
dressed, and individual injustices, es
pecially in wetlands enforcement, have 
been ignored. A gulf has grown between 
Environmentalism with a capital "E" 
and people with a small "p ," to the 
point that Ron Arnold gets knowing 
nods when he charges that the environ
mental movement has an anti-human 
agenda. Charles Cushman, of the Na
tional lnholders Association, goes even 
further, railing that preservation is "a 
new religion, a new paganism, that 
worships trees and sacrifices people." 
lnholders. people who own property 
inside national parks and recreation ar
eas, have an understandably jaundiced 
view of federal land management, and 
Cushman is the charismatic organizer 
of the property rights movement. "It's 
a holy war," he says, "between funda
mentally different religions." 

That's a somewhat ironic statement, 
given the Wise Use Movement's odd 
affiliation with the Rev. Sung Yung 
Moon. One of the shakers in the Wise 
Use Movement is the American Free
dom Coalition (AFC), founded by Rev. 
Moon's chief U.S. lieutenant, Bo Hi Pak. 
Ron Arnold is on the Washington state 
board of the AFC, and another WUM 
grass-roots organizer, Merrill Sikorski, 
is a paid AFC staffer. Jon Roush of 
Canyon Consulting in Montana believes 
Moon is using the Wise Use Movement 
as a means to further the establishment 
of his tar-right political base. 

"This is a war zone," Arnold told 
ABC News. Environmentalists should 
prepare for a battle that will be fought 
everywhere from the trenches to the 
commander-in-chiefs office. WUM is 
well organized, extravagantly funded, 
and has proven it knows how to moti
vate the troops. It also has friends in 
high places. The cover photo on The 
Wise Use Agenda shows Allan Gottlieb 

Mining for Money 
People for the West! gets its funding from some 200 
companies, most of which are involved in the mining 
and petroleum industries. A sample of recent 
donations: 

American Mining Congress $15,000+ 

Bond Gold Corporation $30,000 

Chevron USA Inc. $45,000 

Cyprus Minerals Company $100,000 

Energy Fuels Corporation $15,000+ 

Hecla Mining Company $30,000 

Homestake Mining Company $15,000+ 

MolyCorp, Inc./UNOCAL $10,000 

NERCO Minerals Company $100,000 

Northwest Mining Association $15,000+ 

Pegasus Mining Company $15,000+ 

Sources: High Country News and the Mineral Policy Center 

arm-in-arm with a grinning George 
Bush. And does anyone need to be re
minded how Dan Quayle's Council on 
Competitiveness has worked to sabotage 
wetlands protection as well as federal 
clean air and recycling regulations? 

The fight is not over jobs. Those 
loggers in Portland are out of work de
spite the fact that cutting in Oregon's 
national forests has increased 16 percent 
in the past decade. Environmentalism 
is not their problem; exportation and 
automation are. The fight is what park 
historian Alfred Runte calls "a battle 
for leftovers" ("A Word to the Wise," 
National Parks, May/June 1992). In
dustry, having squandered natural re
sources to the point of scarcity, can find 
no room for conservation compromise. 
Just as the extractors and exploiters have 
taken pages from the notebooks of social 
and environmental activism, so now 

must environmentalists re-read their 
tattered notebooks, nurture their grass 
roots, and tear the mask of respectabil
ity from the face of the Wise Use 
Movement. The failure to do so will 
surely sanction a thousand replications 
of Pinchot's success in Hetch Hetchy 
Valley. 

Richard Staple/on wrote and produced 
"Down To Earth," a daily environmen
tal broadcast for CBS Radio News. Based 
in Brooklyn, N.Y., he is currently writ
ing a hook on how water keepers protect 
America's rivers, hays, and sounds. 

This article is the first in a three-part 
series. Our next issue will analyze the 
strategy and tactics of the successful Wise 
Use campaign, and then discuss how a 
local environmental organizer turned the 
tables on a WUM heavyweight. 
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Baiting 
the Bears 

Nearby Gatlinburg, Tennessee, 
lures Great Smokies bears into trouble 

with unsecured garbage. 

By Connie Toops 

M ORI: THAN TIN YKAKS AGO, Dean 

Berg received a call trom the 
manager or the Sheraton Ho

tel in Gat l inburg, complaining that 
bears were harassing the hotel's guests. 
Fairly new at his job as resource man
agement specialist at Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, Berg arrived 
at the hotel and round "the scared pa
trons in the water, and the bear was 
circling the pool." 

The hotel management allowed bears 
to eat from the hotel's dumpsters, and 
on this particular day, a bear had pol
ished oft the garbage and gone looking 
for poolside snacks, recalled Berg, who 
worked at the park from 1981 to 1991. 
Alter the bruin was shooed away, the 
waterlogged guests considered the in
cident humorous and harmless, but the 
encounter typifies hundreds ol bear-
human interactions in Gatlinburg and 
elsewhere along park boundaries over 
the past few years. 

Gatlinburg, a city of 3,500 perma
nent residents, is Tennessee's doorstep 
to Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park. Each summer and fall, motels, 
hotels, condos, and cabins of this bus
tling resort accommodate 50,000 visitors 
a night. Gatlinburg, rather than the na
tional park, is the primary destination 
for many vacationers, who browse in 
the craft shops, hunt for bargains at 
factory outlets, wander through the wax 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park in 
Tennessee shelters one of the largest black 
bear populations anywhere. These bears, 
which typically feed on nuts and berries, 
can live as long as 25 years. Yearlings, 
however, suffer a high mortality rate. 

museum, ride the aerial tramway, and 
explore Dolly Parton's theme park. 

In and around town, visitors are 
b o m b a r d e d by images of b e a r s — 
Bearland Lodge, Yogi Bear's Camp
ground, Stuffed bears, carved bears, bear 
statues, teddy bears, Smokey Bear, bear 
logos on the city trolleys, bear T-shirts, 
bear trinkets. It's no wonder the tourists 
expect to see cute, cuddly, playful bears. 

Other enterprising entrepreneurs 
have also targeted this bear mania. 
Acting on a tip, a reporter recently 
phoned the Park Vista, a 315-room hotel 
and convention center that towers over 
Gatlinburg from a hillside near the park 
boundary. The reporter inquired, "Will 
we see bears or deer or other wildlife in 
the area?" 

"Yes," the Park Vista's reservationist 
replied. "We have one that comes and 
eats out of our dumpstcr every day." 

"A bear?" The reporter asked. 
"Yes," the hotel employee answered, 

"a mama and three cubs." 
Sevier County wildlife officer Tony 

Proffitt, a 20-year veteran with the 
Tennessee Wildlife Resources Agency, 
handles one or two bear complaints in 
the Gat l inburg vicinity each week. 
"We've got bears around the hotels, 
motels, and restaurants," Proffitt said. 
"Some of the restaurants put food out 
for them. It's a tourist draw to see bears 
out the windows." 

"On numerous occasions," Proffitt 
continued, "there have been two and 
sometimes three bears using the garbage 
dumpster [at the Park Vista]. This cre
ates a very dangerous situation." 

This year a bumper crop of bears— 
nearly as many animals as the number 
reported in 1989 when 80 bears were 
identified as nuisances—has raided 
dumpsters and prowled picnic areas. 
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Proffitt is concerned for the welfare of 
the bears as well as the potential human 
injuries. Although black bears have not 
caused a death at Great Smokies, each 
year an average of seven incidents in
volving injuries and an estimated 154 
incidents involving damage to property 
are reported. Damage may be anything 
from a pawed cooler to a broken car 
window. 

G a t l i n b u r g pol ice chief Har ry 
Montgomery says: "People don't realize 
that once you feed bears, they will come 
back. I know folks like to see them, but 
they need to see them up in the park." 

The Appalachian Mountains provide 
some of the best remaining black bear 
habitat in the eastern United States. 
With its half-million forested acres, 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
shelters 400 to 600 bears. Black bears 
{Ursits amcricanus) are found from 
Maine to Montana and from Arkansas 
to Alaska, but Great Smokies has one 
of the densest populations anywhere. 
Many people have seen their first—and 
pe rhaps only—wild bear in Grea t 
Smokies. 

Scientists have scrutinized the natu
ral history and behavior of Smokies 
bears for decades. Dr. Michael Pelton, 
professor of wildlife science at the Uni
versity of Tennessee, began studying 
them in 1968, and wildlife biologist Kim 
DeLozier has concentrated on Great 
Smokies bears since joining the Park 
Service in 1978. They have trapped, 
anesthetized, weighed, tagged, mea
sured, and radio-tracked backcountry 
bears as well as panhandler bears. 

females weigh about 125 pounds and 
reach an average age of seven, while 
males often reach twice that size but 
live half as long. Because of high yearling 
mortality, the average lifespan seems low 
for both males and females. Scientists 
have found that many bears live well 
beyond the average age and have found 
and recorded a 24-year-old female and 
19-year-old male in the park. 

Sows den in late autumn and by 
midwinter have given birth to twins or 
sometimes triplets. The tiny, nearly na
ked cubs snuggle against their snoozing 
mother, suckling milk ten times as rich 
as a cow's. By May, when the female 

brings them from the den. the frolicking 
cubs weigh four to seven pounds. 

Mother is haggard after this long 
winter dormancy, as bears do not usually 
eat or drink during the winter months. 
Resting high in hollow trees or dozing 
in earthen dens, they burn off up to 30 
percent of their fall mass, yet spring 
vegetation offers little nutrition when 
bears emerge. Vegetable matter makes 
up about 90 percent of what the bears 
ingest early in the year and includes 
grasses, wildflowers, and unfurling tree 
leaves. By late May, bears find beetles, 
wasps, squawroot, and serviceberries, 
and their weight stabilizes. Bears gorge 
when blackberries, blueberries, and fire 
cherries ripen in midsummer, and fall's 
acorns provide the abundance needed 
to restore energy tor hibernation. 

Through the first year, females guard 
their cubs, but when yearlings are finally 
driven off, the young bears must find a 
territory and begin to fend for them
selves. According to biologist DeLozier, 
the Grea t Smoky Mounta ins bear 
population produces about 100 more 
animals each year than habitat within 
the park can accommodate. 

Bears are most active at night, but 
yearlings defy normal behavior. "They 
may feed during the daytime, and they 
often w a n d e r ou t s ide the p a r k , " 
DeLozier says. Yearlings suffer high 
mortality, but once they get past the 

A black bear attempts to remove garbage 
from a bear-proof bin. Garbage must be 
discarded properly or it will draw bears. 

second or third year, bears have a good 
chance of surviving. 

When acorn crops are poor, bears 
scout more widely in search of food. 
These hungry animals may range over 
100 square miles or walk a dozen 
straight-line miles a day. Once they leave 
the sanctuary of the park, the animals 
are more likely to get into trouble. 

"Gatlinburg keeps growing," said 
Tony Proffitt. "As the city limits expand, 
there is increased traffic and associated 
[animal] mortality. Everyone wants to 
be next to the park," he added. "They 
want wildlife. They leave their bird 
feeders up in the summer or leave food 
out for the dog. They don't mean to 
attract a bear, but it comes. You also 
have those who feed bears for enjoy
ment." Bears eventually become so 
conditioned, they roam in the daytime, 
tearing up door frames or ripping greasy 
cooking vents out of the wall because 
they smell food. 

"The people are then terrified, and I 
have to move the bear," he said. "I have 
three options. On occasion I use plastic 
shotgun pellets to [repel] the bears. The 
next step is to trap and move the ani
mals." Park researchers have discovered 
that nuisance bears must be relocated 
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The park's literature warns visitors not to 
leave food unattended. A little care could 
keep a bear from becoming a nuisance. 

at least -40 miles Irom their territories to 
keep them from returning for free food. 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
is so close to Gatlinburg that bears 
moved to the park head right back into 
town. 

"For years we've moved them to 
'Bear Heaven' in Cherokee National 
Forest," Proffitt said, "but this distresses 
me because they are probably less pro
tected there, and we don't know what 
happens to them. As a last resort, I can 
issue a permit to kill a nuisance bear. I 
hate to do that." (See page 22 for infor-
mation about a proposed landfill near 
the park where NPS has historically re
located garbage-seeking bears.) Between 
1979 and 1989, one nuisance bear was 
killed. Before that, however, bears were 
shot more often. In 1966, for instance, 
15 bears were killed. 

"Once bears become day-active," 
said DeLozier, "it's a matter of time 
before the animal has to be relocated or 
put to sleep. Directly or indirectly, 
feeding bears kills bears." 

DeLozier , Pel ton, and other re
searchers have determined that pan
handling bears live only half as long as 
wild bears . Either the animals are 
harmed by ingesting plastic wrap, bro

ken glass, metal shards, and toxic sub
stances in garbage, or they become easy 
targets tor poachers. 

Each year poachers kill an estimated 
45 to 80 bears in and around the park. 
A U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service sting 
operation, which ended in 1988, netted 
more than 60 people who were arrested 
for killing bears and selling their parts 
for profit. Those arrested through 
"Operation Smoky" were believed to 
have killed as many as 500 bears for 
their claws, feet, teeth, heads, skins, and 
gallbladders. On the black market, dried 
bear gal lbladder for Asian potions 
brings $35 to $75 an ounce. Although 
not an endangered species, black bears 
are listed under the Convention on In
ternational Trade ot Endangered Spe
cies (CITES) because of poaching 
problems. The Convention prohibits the 
sale or export of listed species. 

"A big problem," DeLozier said, "is 
a misconception of what feeding wildlife 
is. Leaving a bucket of fried chicken on 
the table to draw a bear in or not se
curing garbage...is actually more dam
aging than handing a cookie to a bear." 

"If a bear can walk up and take a 
cookie out of your hand that bear has 
progressed so far behaviorally to a ha
bitual condition that the bear is hope
less," DeLozier said. "It cannot be re
versed to a wild state. Unsecured night
time garbage is damaging because that 

may be the early stage in behavioral 
change of bears being habituated to 
people." 

DeLozier speaks from experience. By 
his own admission, the park's Chimneys 
picnic area, located about five miles 
from Gatlinburg, was until 1990 "the 
worst spot in the eastern U.S. for ha
bituating wild bears to people." 

Visitors routinely left food out at 
Chimneys, attracting bears with chicken 
bones and watermelon rinds scattered 
in the bushes. The bears came day after 
day, year after year, teaching their off
spring how to frighten picnickers away 
from coolers or slap open trash cans. 

Two summers ago, DeLozier and his 
staff declared war on the free food at 
Chimneys. "We knew the garbage dis
posal system was not a d e q u a t e , " 
DeLozier recalled, "so we used bear-
proof garbage cans and evaluated vari
ous dumpsters." Before the picnic area 
closed at dusk, the "clean team" re
moved concealed melon rinds, collected 
cookie crumbs from under the tables, 
and scrubbed meat scraps and melted 
marshmallows off the grills. 

"It's impossible to keep bears out of 
the picnic area at night because of the 
lingering smell," DeLozier said of the 
animals, whose noses can easily detect 
odors a mile away. 

In the year before the Chimneys 
cleanup, park rangers trapped 32 nui
sance bears at the picnic area. In 1991 
night observations revealed bears roam
ing through Chimneys, but without pos
itive food reinforcement, they did not 
linger. "We did not remove a single 
bear from Chimneys last year," De
Lozier said proudly. "When you don't 
have to take bears out, it promotes nat
ural regulation and dominance within 
the population." 

Two bears did begin to ignore the 
researchers' spotlights. "Wild bears, 
when they see a human or are hit by a 
spotlight, should run. These two would 
stop and look at you, not affected by 
the light," said DeLozier. To instill a 
healthy dose of fear into the animals, 
the researchers caught the bears and 
attached ear tags, gave each a lip tattoo, 
took blood samples, and pulled a tooth 
to determine ages. (Researchers can tell 
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how old a bear is by counting the num
ber of rings on its tooth.) "Then we 
released them in the middle of the busy 
picnic area the next day. We haven't 
seen nor heard from them since." 
DeLozier believes the negative stress of 
capturing the bears, combined with the 
fact that they found no food at Chim
neys, was discomforting enough for 
them to abandon the site. 

Wild bears are not as visible as pan
handlers, and long-time Smokies visitors 
are noticing the difference. "People are 
not necessarily happy about this," 
DeLozier confirmed. In a conversation 
overheard at a Gatlinburg civic club, a 
local man complained that the purge at 
Chimneys was "not only hurting busi
ness at Gatlinburg but affecting the 
whole economy of Sevier County." 

The statement may be an exaggera
tion, but it does explain the rationale 
behind establishments such as Park 
Vista allowing bears to feed at 
dumpsters. According to Smokies Chief 
Ranger Jason Houck, the National Park 
Service has regulations against feeding 
wildlife, "but it is not against the law to 
feed a bear within the city limits of 
Gatlinburg." fie continued, "What's 
particularly annoying and unsettling is 
to have the hotel publicly do something 
so contradictory and contrary to what 
we're trying to accomplish in the park." 

Pelton added, "Feeding is a pretty 
appalling thing. It flies in the face of 
everything we've been trying to do to 
cut down on the problems with bear 
interactions." Although Gatlinburg may 
have the most obvious problem, none 
of the towns abutting the park has or
dinances prohibiting the feeding of 
bears. 

"I've talked with the city of Gatlin
burg about some kind of ordinance," 
Proffitt said. "I believe metal lids on 
the dumpsters would be effective, but 
we have not gotten very far with it." 

DeLozier was contacted two years 
ago by an official from the Park Vista. 
"I told the guy, 'Nighttime garbage is 
the problem,'" he said. "When bears 
are afraid of people, they won't confront 
them during the day, but they will steal 
garbage at night. It's the most critical 
time to do something. They were told 

two years ago to cover their dumpsters 
with a metal lid. They also had grease-
that was stored outside in a big plastic 
tub. I told them that needs to be encased 
or left inside. The times I've been up 
there since, that's still outside, and there 
are bear teeth marks in the lid." 

The hotel management seems to 
know what to do. When asked recently 
about the problem. Park Vista spokes
woman Dottie Adams said, "They're old 
dumpsters, and we're trying to get the 
lids to go on them. Our engineering 
department is in the process of checking 
into having them made." Adams did 
not know when—or if—the dumpsters 
would be covered. 

"The Park Vista is not the only 
problem in Gatlinburg," DeLozier said, 
"it's just the most visible." Feeding bears 
is widespread in town, although much 
of it is unintentional and results from 
untidy garbage bins. DeLozier knows 
of places in town where unnaturally bold 
bears have killed pets, and wildlife of
ficer Tony Proffitt says he has been 
dreading a more serious incident. 

Dr. Pelton and Chief Ranger Houck 
both mentioned a task force meeting 
several years ago at which park officials 
presented bear management suggestions 
to Gatlinburg city managers. Pelton said 
recommendations included "a more 
aggressive garbage pickup system and 
education" of hotel-motel owners and 

A bear reaches for acorns—food that helps 
the animals store energy for hibernation. 

area residents. The city is apparently 
open to suggestions but has not made 
the next step toward fixing the problem. 

DeLozier favors a city ordinance 
making it illegal to feed bears. "If you 
try to do what is best for the bear, it's 
not necessarily what all the people-
want," DeLozier said. "My objective is 
to manage a wild bear population. We're 
not in the business of providing nui
sance bear-viewing opportunities." 

Convincing area residents and busi
ness owners not to lure bears into 
backyards will be difficult. According 
to Tony Proffitt, enforcing a no-feeding 
ordinance will require extra patrols, but 
he urges the city, county, and Park 
Service to take coordinated action soon 
for the benefit of the bears. 

Several years ago, Great Smokies 
naturalist Arthur Stupka wrote, "As 
long as we have bears in this park, there 
will be certain risks and problems that 
go hand-in-hand with these animals. We 
cannot have one without the other. In 
my opinion, our bears will always be 
worth these risks and problems." 

Connie loops is a photojournalist spe
cializing in topics related to national 
parks. She is the author of the hook G reat 
Smoky Mountains. 
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Untamed Rivers 
Wild and Scenic Rivers, some of the most stunning in the 

United States, are preserved as part of the park system. 

By Bess Zarafonitis 

SINCE FEDERAL legislation estab
lished the Wild and Scenic Rivers 
System in 1968, the National Park 

Service has been involved in preserving 
rivers as free-flowing waterways acces
sible for public use and pleasure. As of 
last summer, the service counted 31 river 
components in 13 states under its ad
ministration. 

Some of the most stunning and im
portant rivers in the United 
States are part of this system. 
Rivers may be designated wild 
or scenic to draw attention to 
their important roles in the 
country's natural or cultural 
history, to protect them from 
threatened development, or to 
preserve their unique cultural 
or natural characteristics for 
future generations. Designa
tion takes an act of Congress 
or assignment by the Secre
tary of the Interior. And it en
sures some legal protections 
against adverse development 
as well as management mech
anisms for river resources and 
federal lands that are within 
the river corridor. 

More than 2,399 miles of 
wild and scenic waterways in
cluded under the National 
Park Service's jurisdiction 
supply habitat for endangered 
species of birds and fish, of
fer a glimpse into history, or 

provide some of the best canoeing in 
the country. Some rivers are accessible 
only by trail; others are easily reached 
by highway or railroad. All of these riv
ers offer a variety of activities and fos
ter an appreciation for beautiful and 
wild places. 

Kings River in Kings Canyon and Sequoia 
national parks, California. 

Kings River 
In the glacial lakes above the timber-
line in Kings Canyon and Sequoia na
tional parks in California, the waters of 
the Kings River begin a journey through 
deep-sided canyons and open mead
ows, over falls and cataracts. Fifty-five 
miles of two Kings River branches— 
the Middle and South Forks—are with
in Kings Canyon National Park, which 
encompasses more than 450,000 acres 
of wilderness. To the north and south, 
the rivers are flanked by cedar forest, 
and to the southwest are groves of gi
ant sequoias. The sequoias are known 
as the largest growing trees on Earth, 
and they grow naturally only along a 
280-mile stretch of the Sierra Nevada's 
western slopes. 

The Middle Fork of the Kings River 
originates in the vicinity of Muir Pass 
(11,955 feet) and Black Giant (13,330 
feet) in the northern end of Kings Can
yon National Park and flows for 27 
miles before entering Sierra National 
Forest. One of the last free-flowing, 
primitive High Sierra rivers left in Cali
fornia, the Kings River cascades through 
glaciated valleys and alpine meadows 

and plummets into LeConte 
Canyon and Devil's Wash
bowl in Kings Canyon Na
tional Park. It widens slightly 
as it passes on to the Tehipite 
Valley close to the park's 
western border. With- in the 
park, the river is accessible 
only by foot in the Tehipite 
Valley area. 

The South Fork of the 
river, flowing through one of 
the deepest glacial canyons 
in the United States, picks up 
speed as it plunges from 
4,600 feet at its head to 200 
feet where it joins the Middle 
Fork in the national forest. It 
runs for 38 miles within 
Kings Canyon and is most 
spectacular when currents 
rage with spring melt. 

Within the park, visitors 
may enjoy the South Fork 
along hiking, motoring, and 
horseback riding trails. Al
though no boats or flotation 
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devices may be used within 
the park pa rame te r s , some 
swimming is al lowed. 

Visitors to the Kings River 
branches may consider lodge 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n s at C e d a r 
Crove, within Kings Canyon 
Na t iona l Park . Abou t 360 
campsites are available in the 
area, as are flush toilets, tele
phones, camper store, food ser
vice, laundromat, pay showers, 
and service station. Permits are 
required for backcountry camp
ing. The access road to the park 
is open from May through Oc
tober, though some late fall and 
winter access is allowed for ski
ing and hiking. 

Outstanding natural features 
in the region include Boyden 
Cave, part of a five-mile under
g round system, and Mount 
Whitney, the highest mountain 
in the contiguous United States 
at 1-1,49-4 feet of elevation. 
Mount Whitney is located in Sequoia 
National Park. 

For more information about Kings 
Canyon National Park and the Kings 
River, call (209) 565-3134. 

Charley Wild River 
Tucked deep in the unspoiled wilder
ness of central Alaska, the Charley River 
runs cold and clear through the 2.5-
million-acre Yukon-Charley Rivers Na
tional Preserve. Accessible only by boat 
or aircraft, the designated wild river 
begins in the Yukon-Tanana uplands 
and flows north through stream-cut 
valley and open floodplain. For more 
than 108 miles, the Charley travels in 
the shadow of mountain peaks higher 
than 6,000 feet and passes beneath high 
bluffs and cliffs to the Yukon Valley, 
where rapids slow to a crawl, and the 
Charley eventually joins the Yukon 
River. 

The Charley descends from about 
4,000 feet at its headwaters to 700 feet 
at the Yukon. It takes an average of six 
days to travel the distance in a raft or a 
kayak, though addi t ional days are 
needed to float the Yukon for take out 
at Circle, Alaska. The best boating on 
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Niobrara River in Nebraska. 

the Charley is from June through Au
gust, but during low water floaters may 
have to portage over shallow areas, 
rocks, or gravel bars. The upper two-
thirds of the river drops an average of 
31 feet per mile, providing excellent 
white water for rafters and kayakers. 
(Open canoes are discouraged.) Most 
of the river is rated "intermediate" on 
the national scale of difficulty; some ar
eas are "more difficult." 

The area hosts about 20 percent of 
Alaska's peregrine falcons, which hatch 
and raise their young in the steep river 
bluffs. The area also is calving ground 
for the Fortymile caribou herd, and 
grizzly and black bears, moose, and fox 
are abundant. 

Access to the region around the 
Charley River basin is by Taylor High
way to Eagle or Steese Highway from 
Fairbanks to Circle. Scheduled flights 
to both towns arc available in Fairbanks. 

Minimal impact camping is allowed 
within the Yukon-Charley preserve, but 
group size should be ten people or few
er. Neither fees nor permits are required 
to use the Yukon and Charley rivers. 

For additional information, 
write to the Superintendent, 
Yukon-Charley Rivers National 
Preserve, P.O. Box 167, Eagle, 
AK, 99738; or telephone (907) 
547-2233. 

Niobrara River 
Three segments of Nebraska's 
Niobrara River are among the 
most recent additions to the 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System, 
designated as scenic or recre
ational components in May 
1992. Landowners in the valley 
were the first to propose in 1980 
that the Niobrara be protected 
in the national river system. 

The Niobrara River valley is 
known as a biological cross
roads, being the farthest east 
extension of the ponderosa pine 
forests and the farthest west 
extension of deciduous wood
lands. With sandhill prairie to 
the south of the river and mixed 

prairie grassland to the north, the area 
is a biological melting pot that boasts 
plant and animal species of up to six 
ecological systems. Additionally, the 
river provides whooping cranes, least 
terns, piping plovers, and bald eagles— 
endangered or threatened species—a 
place to nest, winter, or roost during 
migration. 

The Niobrara Valley also is rich in 
relics of earlier times. Fossil sites along 
the river provide clues to animal spe
cies of the Miocene, Pliocene, and 
Pleistocene eras. Evidence of nomadic-
Plains Indian tribes that used the Nio
brara as a highway is scattered along 
the river tributaries. And canyons off of 
the river's southern slope have protected 
pockets of glacial-age plant communi
ties, such as groves of paper birch trees 
that grow here, about 500 miles south 
of their normal range. 

The Niobrara River lives up to its 
Indian name, meaning "running water." 
Because it is spring fed out of the Ne-
braskan sandhills and has a consistent 
drop of 9-1/2 feet per mile, it runs at a 
steady current of four to seven miles 
per hour all year. Backpacker magazine 
has rated the Niobrara among the 
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St. Croix National Scenic Riverway in Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

country's ten best canoeing rivers. 
The customary canoe launch site is 

the Cornell Bridge and Dam, off of 
Route 12 north of Valentine and on the 
40-mile stretch of the upper Niobrara, 
which is designated as a national scenic 
river. The Rock Dam area, about 25 
miles downriver, is a typical canoe take
out point. Niobrara waters east of 
Egelhoff Narrows require more atten
tion and skill, because the river is 
broader, shallower, and interrupted by 
sandbars. 

This upper stretch of river, situated 
between northern woods, the Ozarks 
to the east, and the Rocky Mountains to 
the west, also is considered prime 
camping and hiking territory. Private 
campgrounds are located along the 
river, and hiking trails explore springs 
and waterfalls and stretch beyond the 
canyon rim through open forest and 
prairie. This year, the state established 
a 200-acre park near Smith Falls, the 
highest waterfall in Nebraska. 

For more information about com
mercial campgrounds and canoeing 

outfitters, call the Valentine Chamber 
of Commerce, 1-800-658-4024. 

St. Croix Riverway 
Before the arrival ot whites in the 1600s, 
the St. Croix River and its valley in the 
Upper Midwest were home to the Da
kota Indians, who later were joined by 
the Chippewa in plying the water and 
land for fish, game, and wild rice. The 
region eventually attracted the French, 
who sought the pelts of an abundant 
beaver population. Fater still, as white 
settlements spread along the lower river 
valley around 1839, the upper St. Croix 
valley surrendered its rich white pine 
forests as timber for a developing na
tion. Fumbering continued for about 
75 years, with logs driven downstream 
in such numbers, they choked the St. 
Croix River during spring months. 

Today St. Croix and its Namekagon 
River tributary are protected from such 
encroachment as parts of the St. Croix 
National Scenic Riverway. Focated in 
Wisconsin and Minnesota, close to the 
Twin Cities, the clean, free-flowing wa

terway cuts through some of the least 
developed country in the region. 

Wildlife along the river changes with 
the habitat over 252 miles. New-growth 
forests of pines, brush, and hardwoods 
are home to deer, and the riverway 
marshes are home to wood ducks, mal
lards, and great blue herons. Osprey and 
bald eagles nest in the region. Mink, 
beaver, otter, and muskrat inhabit the 
rivers, and a variety of songbirds and 
mammals pervade the valley. Brown 
trout inhabit the Namekagon, and bass, 
muskellunge, walleye pike, and sturgeon 
are among the species found in the St. 
Croix. 

The Namekagon and the upper St. 
Croix are narrow, twisting channels best 
traveled by canoe. The Namekagon 
flows from a heavily forested area to a 
wide valley, sometimes widening into 
marshy areas popular for viewing wa
terfowl. In its lower portion, the Name
kagon winds through high sandy banks, 
insulating explorers from development 
in the region. 

The St. Croix deepens and widens at 
its confluence with the Namekagon, 
about 20 miles downstream. From there, 
much of the river flows through a wide 
valley with low banks. 

St. Croix Riverway is not considered 
a whitewater system, though low, me
dium, and even high rapids exist on the 
rivers. On-water activities range from 
canoeing, innertubing, and boating to 
water skiing. Explorers also enjoy the 
waterway by land, taking advantage of 
hiking trails, which can be used for cross
country skiing in winter months. 

Many primitive campsites are acces
sible through parking areas in the fed
eral region or by water. There are devel
oped campgrounds along the river, in
cluding private and Minnesota state park 
locations. Motels, cabins, and resorts also 
are established along the riverway, 
nearby lakes, and rivers. 

For more information about the St. 
Croix Riverway, call (715) 483-3284. 

Bess Zarafonitis is a writer who is based 
in Gales Ferry, Connecticut. She last 
wrote for National Parks about sites 
commemorating U.S. involvement in 
World War II. 
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Great Basin Drama 

A BRISTLECONE PINE named Pro
metheus—a name shared by a 
Titan tortured by Zeus for 

stealing fire from heaven and giving it 
to humans—lit a different kind of blaze 
in Great Basin, Nevada. The death of 
this 5,000-year-old tree at the hands of 
a chainsaw-wielding Forest Service em
ployee—the Forest Service cut the tree 
to determine its age—sparked a re
newed effort to preserve the Snake 
Range in Nevada's Great Basin. 

As told by Darwin Lambert in Great 
Basin Drama: The Story of a National 
Park, this action so horrified park pro

ponents that new life was breathed into 
an effort to designate Great Basin as 
Nevada's only national park. The de
mise of Prometheus added fuel to a 
simmering fire, one that burned bright 
and was nearly doused several times 
from 1953, when the idea for a national 
park first began in earnest, to October 
1986 when it was finally realized. 

A trustee of NPCA for 25 years and 
a long-time parks supporter, Lambert 
describes the region from its recorded 
beginnings to the present day. His early 
chapters are full of adventurers and 
settlers who explored or remained in 

the region, among them Shoshone In
dians, Mormons, cattle ranchers, and 
miners. Lambert devotes a great deal of 
ink, as well he should, to Absalom 
Lehman, the man who discovered 
Lehman Caves. The caves, designated a 
national monument in 1922, are now 
included within the boundaries of Great 
Basin National Park. Much of the in
formation is of historical interest, but 
Lambert sometimes gets bogged down 
in detail that did not benefit from a 
good sifting before being used in the 
book. Although Lambert's story is not 
always smoothly packaged, and overall 

IN HONOR OF National Parks and 
Conservation Association's retiring 
Chairman, the Norman G. Cohen 

Parks Education Fund will assist with 
the development of environmental 
education curricula to educate the chil
dren in the Washington, D.C., commu
nity about the National Park System. 

We gratefully acknowledge the fol
lowing contributors for their commit
ment to this effort: 

Gordon T. Beaham III 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert J. Broner 
Dorothy A. Canter, Ph. D. 
Jerome W. Canter, M. D. 
Melvin and Ryna Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Robert Cohen 
Estelle Gelman 
Arnold and Sara Grandberg 
Michael T. Halpin 
Mr. and Mrs. I. H. Hammerman II 
John J. Kirlin, Inc. 
Robert B. Millard 
Stephen Pritchard 
The Riggs National Bank 

of Washington, D.C. 
Marc, Nancy, and Ed Roberts 

Remember rVPCA's 
Corporate Matching Gift Program 
and double y o u r dol lars! 

Many employers match donations made by employees to 
charitable organizations. Check with your personnel office and 
send your completed Matching Gift form to NPCA today. 
Matching Gift donations double the impact of your support and 
help NPCA continue the fight to preserve and protect our natural 
and cultural heritage. 

For more information on NPCA's Matching Gift Program or to 
receive a list of companies participating in the program, please call 
or write: 

Diane J. Clifford 
National Parks and Conservation Association 

1776 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20036 

1-800-NAT-PARK, ext. 131 
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not well edited, the book nonetheless 
provides an engaging story. 

Lambert does a good job of depict
ing the kinds of machinations that go 
on behind the scenes when an idea of 
this kind is put forward. For instance, 
in the early 1960s, when the park idea 
had been introduced in Congress for 
perhaps the third time, then-Rep. Walter 
Baring (D-Nev.) used his influence to 
sabotage it. In fact, Baring worked to 
derail park legislation during most of 
his tenure in the House. Lambert re
counts a scene in which Baring was taken 
on a tour of Lehman Caves. While the 
other visitors conferred with the park 
ranger, Baring attempted to thump out 
a tune on the huge stalactites for which 
the caves are famous. He stopped only 
when asked to do so by the ranger. 

Besides describing the vagaries of 
politicians, Lambert 's story offers in
sight into the present-day Wise Use 
Movement. The interests that today 
complain about regulation of public land 
are the same as those that opposed 
regulation in the 1800s. The battle over 
Great Basin can, in fact, be seen as a 
precursor to today's battles. Ranching, 
mining, and logging interests provided 
the greatest opposition to the park. 
Lambert also offers insights into the 
political manipulations that continue to 
plague the Park Service. (See page 24.) 

The Los Angeles Times stated at the 
time: "Politics, not a lack of natural 
qualities, have delayed admission of the 
Great Basin to its rightful niche in the 
park system." Politics also has had its 
benefits. It was, after all, Sen. Paul 
Laxalt (R-Nev.) who finally helped to 
push the plan forward for final approval. 

For 30 years, advocates proposed a 
national park in Great Basin. If noth
ing else, this is a story of the persever
ance and dedication of those who truly 
believe in an idea. Thirty years is a long 
time to sustain an effort. Different 
people pushed for the idea at different 
times, but all had the same goal: to pre
serve a remarkable natural area. 

Great Basin Drama: The Story of a 
National Park is available for $12.95, 
softcover; published by Roberts Rine-
hart Publishers. 

—Linda M. Rancourt 

Help Conserve Our Forests 
Forests: Displayed on museum-quality, 
acid-free matting, encased in a 9" x 12" oak 
frame, this Limited Edition First Day Cover, 
issued on Oct. 27, 1958, commemorates 
America's forests. With every purchase, 
$10 will be contributed to the National 
Parks and Conservation Association's Na
tional Park Fund. When you display this 
prized collectible, you will know that you 
have done your part to help restore 
America's precious forests. Quantities are 
limited. ACT NOW to acquire this coveted 
set at the $64.95 issue price. Also available 
on a 12" x 15" double matted frame for 
$78.95.) Please return the Reservation Ap
plication along with your payment today! 
Orders must be placed by December 15th. 
(You can help to preserve wildlife habitats. 
See page 21.) 

YES! Reserve for me _ . Forest Conservation First Day Cover Stamp Issue at $64.95 each. ($78.95 each 
for 12" by 15" double matted version. Add $4.50 for shipping and handling for each item ordered. 
TOTAL: 
Name: 
Address: 

City: State: 
Zip: Daytime phone: 

Signature:. 

• My check payable to TS1 Ltd 
• MC nVISA Card No: 
Expiration: 
Send your order with payment to Fairfax Opportunities Unlimited, Forest Conservation Issue, 5516 Port Royal 
Road. Springfield, VA 22151 .Phone: (800) 321-2598. M-F 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. ET. All orders are shipped within 
5 days of receipt of order by UPS and insured for full value. prn92 

+ + * + + * * + 
EARTH IS MY MOTHER, 

SKY IS MY FATHER 
Space, Time, and Astronomy in Navajo Sandpainting 

Trudy Griffin-Pierce 
Explores the circularity of Navajo thought in analyses of 
sandpaintings, Navajo chantway myths, and stories reflected in 
the celestial constellations. 

Cloth: 0-8263-1389-2 $29.95 

BENEATH THESE RED CLIFFS 
An Ethnohistory of the Utah Paiutes 

Ronald L. Holt 
Traces the history of the Utah Paiutes from prehistory to the late 
1980s, presenting the full story of their battle for self-sufficiency. 

Cloth: 0-8263-1383-3 $29.95 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO PRESS 
ALBUQUERQUE, N E W MEXICO 87131-1591 

At bookstores, or call (505) 277-4810 FAX 1-800-622-8667 
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THE MATHER 
SOCIETY 

The Mather Society involves 
dedicated members and friends of 
NPCA who, by their annual general 
contribution of $1,000 or more, 
continue to ensure the thoughtful 
stewardship of our National Park 
System through their leadership, 
activism, and generosity. 

We gratefully acknowledge these 
individuals, whose support enables 
us to continue the fine tradition of 
Stephen Tyng Mather, the first 
director of the National Park Service 
and one of the founders of NPCA. 

Recent donors: 

Anonymous 
Jessie A. Brinkley 
Diane J. Clifford 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Peter Fischer 
Mr. and Mrs. Francis R. 

Guyott, Jr. 
Mrs. William H. Hazlett 
Marian A. Kerr 
Martin and Julie Miller 
Vyvian C. Mohr 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Canfield Pitts II 
Paul and Susan Pritchard 
Dolph C. Simons, Jr. 
Luke and Susan Simons 
Mr. and Mrs. John}. Strandberg 
Barbara Stuart 
Martha W. Tolman 
Marsha M. Zelus 

For information on joining the 
Mather Society, please call or write: 

Diane J. Clifford 
National Parks and 

Conservation Association 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N W 

Washington, DC 20036 
l-800-NAT-PARK,ext. 131 

N O T I C E S 

Survey Says? 
More than 505,000 new NPCA mem
bers and other concerned citizens re
sponded to the 1992 survey on park is
sues. The survey asked 12 questions about 
park concerns, such as development, 
poaching, and clean air legislation. 

From a random sampling of survey 
responses, NPCA found that: 

A More than half of the respondents 
have visited Yellowstone National Park, 
America's first national park. Ninety-
three percent of those responding are 
opposed to the U.S. Forest Service 
opening the land surrounding the park 
to oil and gas leasing. 

A Nearly all participants support 
federal controls to ensure cleaner air 
and clearer views of the national parks 
and favor legislation to prevent acid rain. 

A Ninety-six percent support edu
cation efforts to alert today's children 
to tomorrow's park problems. In coop
eration with the Park Service, NPCA 
developed the first curriculum on bio
logical diversity for grades four through 
six. 

A Approximately one million acres 
of wilderness land and open space are 
lost to development each year. More 
than 95 percent of those polled support 
a congressional bill to create the 
American Heritage Trust. The trust 
would secure funds for local communi
ties, as well as state and federal agen
cies, to preserve land and historic sites 
endangered by development. 

A Almost every respondent believes 
the Bush administration should endorse 
NPCA's National Park System Plan to 
preserve park resources and acquire 
land for new parks. 

A More than 80 percent agree that 
national parks should be closed to 
hunting and trapping. 

A Approximately 71 percent are 
willing to make a financial contribution 
to help prevent a full-scale crisis, such 
as poaching of wildlife or the destruc
tion of priceless cultural resources, in 

the National Park System. 
If you would like to respond to the 

survey or make a tax-deductible contri
bution, contact NPCA, 1776 Massachu
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

March for Parks 
The fourth annual March for Parks will 
be held April 16-18 in conjunction with 
Earth Day 1993. Participants will march 
on any or all of the three days to raise 
money and awareness for the local, state, 
or national park of their choice. The 
theme for this year's march is "Adopt-
a-Park." To get involved with a march, 
contact Tom St. Hilaire, NPCA grass
roots director, at (202) 223-6722. 

Planting Grassroots 
For the second time this year, NPCA is 
opening a new regional office. Bruce 
Craig, NPCA's cultural resource pro
gram manager, will become the North
east regional director in January. Craig, 
who served as a park ranger at Channel 
Islands National Park and Boston Na
tional Historic Site, has worked on 
Northeast issues and is familiar with 
the area and its problems. With the new 
regional office, NPCA will address park 
issues on the grassroots level in Con
necticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, 
Rhode Island, Vermont, and Washing
ton, D.C. NPCA looks forward to 
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Craig's new endeavors and wishes him 
the best of luck. 

Hunting in the Parks 
In recent months National Parks has 
tried to balance the battle between 
hunters and anti-hunters. Hunters claim 
NPCA has unfairly characterized hunt
ing, while anti-hunters believe NPCA 
has given hunters too much room to 
voice their opinions. 

To set the record straight, here is 
NPCA's stand on hunting: 

NPCA does not take a position on 
hunting outside national park units ex
cept where hunting affects the biologi
cal health of populations in a national 
park unit. The principal purpose of the 
park system is to preserve ecological 
resources in a natural and healthy state 
with as little interference from humans 
as possible. 

NPCA is not opposed to hunting as 
a recreational sport in general, but 
NPCA is against sport hunting in the 
National Park System because: 

A National parks are meant to rep
resent and preserve naturally function

ing ecosystems, and NPCA believes 
hunting artificially changes ecosystem rela
tionships. Hunting interferes with scientific 
research that gathers baseline data on 
healthy, non-manipulated ecosystems. 

A Aside from the ecological reasons 
to oppose hunting in the national parks, 
NPCA believes hunting poses a threat 
to visitor safety. Hunting interferes with 
the legitimate pursuits of other park visi
tors. Hunted wildlife becomes wary of 
people, and wildlife viewing is minimized. 

A Although large populations of elk 
and deer can damage park vegetation, 
NPCA believes their numbers can best 
be controlled by reintroducing preda
tors to parks from which they are miss
ing, where it would be beneficial for 
the balance of nature. 

A Where large populations of elk and 
deer must be reduced by artificial 
means, NPCA believes that professional 
wildlife managers are best qualified to 
do so, by removing the weakest and the 
oldest animals—just as natural preda
tors would. Hunting disrupts the natu
ral age distribution and genetic viabil
ity of a species population because it 

targets the biggest individual animals. 
A NPCA does not oppose subsistence 

hunting that has been congressionally 
authorized in 21 national park units in 
Alaska. 

Civil War Brochure 
NPCA has published a new brochure, 
"Visiting Civil War Battlefields: How 
To Have a Quality Experience," which 
explores battlefields in the National 
Park System. To obtain a free copy, 
write to the Park Education Center, 
NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington, DC 20036. 

Park Education 
NPCA recently established the Norman 
G. Cohen Park Education Fund to de
velop an environmental curriculum that 
will assist the National Park Service in 
educating children in the Washington, 
D.C., metropolitan area. Norman G. 
Cohen, NPCA's former chairman of the 
board and founder of the fund, is a 
Washington resident. NPCA encour
ages others to contribute to the fund to 
support environmental education. 

A Lasting Legacy 

Our national parks are 

priceless and irreplace

able treasures, show

cases for America's majestic 

natural bounty, unique culture, 

and dramatic history. 

For 73 years, the National 

Parks and Conservation Asso

ciation has defended America's 

most beloved parks, saving 

endangered animals and their 

habitats and safeguarding vulner

able archeological and historical 

sites. 

Financial support from loyal 

members underwrites virtually all 

of NPCA' s work. Bequests are 

particularly critical to our con

tinuing success and long-range 

financial strength. 

By remembering N P C A in 

you r will, you can leave a legacy 

that lasts far beyond your lifetime, 

enriching the lives of future 

generations of park lovers. For 

more information about be

quests, please write or call: 

Jessie Brinkley 

Director of Development 

National Parks and 

Conservation Association 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N . W . 

Washington, D C 20036 

(202) 223-6722, ext. 130 
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A STUNNING TRIBUTE TO WILDLIFE IN PURE SILVER! 

r .999 Fine Silver 
ONLY $39.95 

One Full Troy Oz. 
Coin shown enlarged for detail, Actual size 1J> inches. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES MEDALLION NO. 1 
This Striking Limited Edition Is A True Collectible 

A Unique Treasure Created To Remind Us Of The Vital Role Endangered Species 
Play Within Earth's Ecosystems. Only 100,000 Pieces Will Be Minted. 

These Magnificent Creatures Are Brilliantly Portrayed In A Proof-like Finish With Frosted Relief. 
* BLACK & WHITE RUFFED LEMUR* 

The Surviving Number Of This Leaf Eater Is 
Unknown Due To Habitat Loss And Hunting 

*BAIJI DOLPHIN* 
Rarest Of Whale Species 

*CALIFORNIA CONDOR* 
Recent Efforts Have Helped To Increase Their 
Surviving Number From A Low Of 27 To 64 

* BLACK RHINO* 
Viciously Hunted For It's Prized Double Horn 

A SPECIAL GIFT WITH LASTING VALUE 

Each Piece Is Guaranteed 
For Weight & Purity. 

Accompanied By A Certificate 
Of Authenticity & A Velvet 

Presentation Case. 

National Parks And Conservation 
Association Is Dedicated To 
Defending, Promoting, And 

Improving Our Country's National 
Park System, While Educating The 
Public About Parks. You'll Help 
Support Their Efforts When You 

Collect This First Edition! 

I Hum to A Ut« I0" 

One World Coalition & National Parks And 
Conservation Association Are Working 

Together For A Better Tomorrow, Join Us! 

Name: 

Address: 

City: St: Zip: 

Phone: 
Send Check Or Money Order To: 

One World Coalition 
P.O. Box 1123 

Venice, CA 90294 
Or Phone (310) 399-0564 

QTY. H K M 
Endangered Species 

Pure Silver Medallion 

Shipping k Handling 

P R I C K 

S39 .95 

3.50 

CA Residents Please Add 8.25% Tax 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

THANK YOU 
FOR 

YOUR SUPPORT! 



Resorts 

K E N N I C O T T GLACIER LODGE 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 

show from the comfort of our modern lodge 

in the heart of the Wrangell - St. Elias 

National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 

fields, wilderness rivers and the world's largest 

ghost town — all at our front door. Write or 

call toll free for brochure. 

uragc. A K W I O 

• Inside Ah - 800 i " 8 . Ouisidr AK I-800-58.! 

Tours/Travel 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

Walkabouts 
N a t u r e , H i k i n g & t h e O u t d o o r s 

Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track; Australia's Outback. 
Tropical North. & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO 
-war.' Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara, C A 9 3 1 3 0 

J Y C y j (W5) 687-7282 

Products/Services 

TMLSIIUSTIMTH) 
TOPO MAPS 

40 National Park maps 
60 Colorado & Utah maps 

llerproof 

a « 0 ' 

Each Trails Illustrated 
top.) map is a guide with 
helpful information. 
Sold in over I00O retail 
locations, ask for them 
by name. For a free 
catalog, contact: 

Irails Illustrated 
PO Box 3610 

Evergreen CO 80439 
1-800-962-1643 

Stationery 
I n n o v a t i v e Envelopes made front government surplus 

topographic maps. T r u l y inspi red recycl ing idea! A 

greal holiday gift i tem. "Topolopes" come in various 

sizes and meet U.S.P.S. requirements. W e guarantee 

your correspondents wi l l open Ihe mail when they see 

this unique, fascinating i tem. Very affordahle. Free 

samples. New E n g l a n d C a r t o g r a p h i e s . P .O. Bov 8 6 9 -

N . A m h e r s t . M A OMMM. (41.8) 258 -7415 . 

j Make a career out of 
I your love of animals! 
I Home study prepares you for greal jobs 
1 mammal care veterinary assistance 
I helps you give your own pet top cars, too. 
1 School of Animal Science -Dept CM442 
I 2245 Perimeter Park • Atlanta. GA 30341 

! FREE BOOKLET! 800-223-4542 

EG©Opportunities 
FREE Binocular Buying Guide! 

Call 1-800-624-8107 
We carry Bausch & Lomb, 
Leica, Nikon. Zeiss, and more! 

National Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. Minnesota ( 6 1 2 ) 5 4 6 - 6 8 3 1 

Rent "* 
Mother Nature 
Lease a Sugar Maple 

For One Year A truly memorable 
CHRISTMAS GIFT. 
First, we'll send each 
person on your list a 
copy of an authentic 
1 8 9 0 T R E A S U R Y 

DEPT. Lease, personalized by hand and 
suitable for framing — plus a GIFT CARD 
from you. During the harvest each lessee 
receives PROGRESS REPORTS full of 
facts & folklore, thus sharing in the 
adventure of sugaring. In Spring '93, 
when all the sap has been processed, 
each Tree Tenant will get at least 50 oz. of 
the finest 100% pure wood-fired MAPLE 
SYRUP in decorated jugs (25 oz. to 
Bucket Borrowers) and even more if 
Mother Nature is bountiful. We do all the 
work, your friends get the delicious 
results, and you get all the raves! 

100% satisfaction money back guarantee 
Tree Lease $39.95 or Bucket Lease $29.95 

Add $3.50 per lease for shipping & handling 

Send check with name & address of each recipient 

RENT MOTHER NATURE* Dept. 367 
52 New St.. Box 193, Cambridge. MA 02238 

Phone Orders (617) 354-5430 VS. MC, AX, Disc. 

SOAR through THE GRAND CANYON 
Right In Your Own Living Room! 

1-hour, 

spectacular 

H E L I C O P T E R 

exploration 

you'll never 

forget. 

5 years in the making . This life-like videotape takes 

you on the most revealing panoramic flight ever 

recorded. You'l l skim plateaus and scale awesome 

formations to breathtaking music. C R I T I C A L L Y 

A C C L A I M E D . A must for every VCR library. Other 

nature videotapes available, F R E E D E T A I L S . 

V H S or BETA, in H i - F i / S t e r e o $29 .95 • $2 .50 S & H 

NORMANBEERGER PRODUCTIONS 
3217-MM, Arville. I as Vegu. NV 89102 • (7021 876-2328 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARKS 

GRAND TETON • YELLOWSTONE • JASPER 
MT. RAINIER • WATERTON-GLACIER • BANFF 
FIRST CLASS • JUNE 15-30, 1993 • GUIDED 
ABUSIR TRAVEL 

P.O. BOX 6693 

ASSOCIATES. LTD. 

HAMDEN.CT 06517 

203-287-1153 

* HAVE YOU BEEN* 
* GOOD THIS YEAR? * 

# These Raised Relief maps make perfect 

Holiday Gifts.Over 200 to choose from. Regional. 

National Parks. US and World, framed or unframed 

To order or for a free catalog, call or write 

* 
Hubbard Scienlilic. Inc. 

Depl. NPC. 3101 Iris Avenue. 4215. 

Boulder. CO 80301 (800) 323-8368 - Ext.O 

ALASKA SUMMER JOBS: Work in the 
majestic beauty of DenaliNat'l Park. 300+ 
jobs in all aspects of hotel/resort opera
tions. Send self addressed stamped enve
lope to: ARA Denali Park Hotels/101, 
825 W. 8th Ave., #220, Anchorage, AK 
W501. 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only S19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
V . Depl NP. Rt 2 Box 16. Warrens. Wl 54666 ^4 
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Animal Kingdom] 
Database 

tor tha IBM PCITVI1 

Over 125 Real 
FULL COLOR 
pictures of 

MAMMALS, BIRDS, 
FISHES, REPTILES, 
AMPHIBIANS; plus information about 
each animal's family, habitat, range, 
food habits, young, and other facts. 
Great educational tool for the whole 
family. Requires: IBM(TM) /compatible 
PC,10MB disk space, VGA +VGA monitor, 
320K RAM, MS DOS 3.0 or higher. 
Sierra Information Systems, Inc. 

6959-B Roswell Rd, Atlanta, GA 30328 
INFO. * ORDER (404) 671-9181 $62.00 
($2.50 S1H) C.O.D. accepted 
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P A R K P U R S U I T 

City Escapes 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl
edge of the history and the 
natural resources represented 

within the National Park System. Clues 
can be found in past issues of the maga
zine, in books, or in literature about the 
parks. 

The November/December quiz fo
cuses on urban parks, and information 
has been provided to aid you in identi
fying those depicted. 

Most of us think of national parks as 
remote wilderness areas. But green 
spaces in urban settings are just as im
portant to rejuvenating the world weary 
as parks in the Rocky Mountains or Yo-
semite Valley. 

By the end of this century, an esti
mated 80 percent of the U.S. popula
tion will live in metropolitan areas. This 
heavy concentration of people under
scores the value of parks in cities. Ur
ban parks can handle large numbers of 
visitors, representing a departure from 
the traditional view of a national park, 
where public use is perceived as a sec
ondary purpose. 

Close-to-home spots for recreation, 
rest, or renewal are especially critical 
for people who have limited incomes or 
are restricted to public transportation. 
City parks are places to introduce 
people to bird watching, wildflower or 
tree identification, or the cultural or 

historical significance of an area. 
Parks are not just far-away places, 

but spaces down the street where people 
can go jogging, take a walk on a beach, 
have a picnic, or listen to some music 
while escaping from everyday worries. 

If you are unable to wait until next 
issue for the answers, call our 900 num
ber (see page 10). Answers to the Sep
tember/October quiz are as follows: 1. 
George Washington and George Wash
ington Birthplace National Monument 
in Virginia; 2. Ulysses S. Grant and 
General Grant National Memorial, New 
York City, New York; 3. Theodore Roo
sevelt and Sagamore Hill National His
toric Site in New York State. 

1 This park encompasses 
shoreline areas of a city 
and includes ocean 
beaches, redwood forests, 
lagoons, marshes, military 
properties, a fort, and an 
island penitentiary. The 
beauty of the city, the bay, 
the ocean, and the 
landscape are brought 
together in this urban 
park. It contains about 
31,000 acres of open 
space. What park unit is 
this, and in what city is it 
located? 
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2. This is one of the largest urban 
parks in the United States and 
contains a diverse array of 
geological, historical, and 
recreational resources. Activities 
include tennis, golf, picnicking, 
horseback riding, and bicycling. In 
fact, this urban park contains a 
portion of one of the nation's 
longest bicycle trails. What 
national park unit is this, and in 
what city is it located? 

3 This park was established to 
preserve and interpret the 
cultural diversity of the delta 
region of a principal U.S. 
river. The park unit is made 
up of three sections; one has 
trails and canoe tours, 
another was the scene of a 
battle in 1815, and the third 
interprets the ethnic 
population of the region. 
What national park unit is 
represented here, and in 
what city is it located? 
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With the new IQZoom 90WR from 
Pentax, you baby the fish, not your 
camera! Until now you had to be 
careful during outdoor activities or 
moisture and dirt would destroy your 
camera. Now the IQZoom 90WR 
brings weather resistant zoom lens 
technology to action photography. 

Besides weather resistance, the 
IQZoom 90WR features a unique 
wireless remote control that allows 
operation of both zoom and shutter. 
The 90WR also has red-eye reduc
tion, automatic zoom flash, multi-
beam or spot auto focus, and full auto 
back-light compensation. Whether or 
not catch and release is your sport, if 
you want a full-featured camera that 
can survive the outdoors, you need 
the 90WR. 

Wet or dry, the Pentax IQZoom, 
90WR is the camera for active 
lifestyles. 

PENTAX CORPORATION 
35 Inverness Drive East 
Englewood,CO80112 

For best results 
use Kodak film. 

Catch 
Picture 
Release 

^ E F Manufacturing and Servicing Fine Cameras • Lenses • Binoculars • Monoculars • Spotting Scopes • VldW 


