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Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award 

Presented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon 
Ami Co., this award recognizes outstanding efforts 
resulting in protection of a unit or a proposed unit of 
the National Park System. The award is named in 
honor of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who devoted 
many years to preserving the fragile ecosystem of the 
Florida Everglades. 

D R . LIANE RUSSELL, the 1992 recipient, led efforts to 
establish the Big South Fork National River and 
Recreational Area in 1974 and to designate the 
Obed River as a Wild and Scenic River in 1976. For 
25 years, she and the group she formed, Tennessee 
Citizens for Wilderness Planning, have successfully 
fought off a variety of threats to both rivers. Liane Russell 

Stephen Tyng Mather Award 

The Stephen Tyng Mather Award, named for the 
first director of the National Park Service, is pre
sented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami 
Co. in recognition of a Park Service employee who 
has risked his or her job or career for the principles 
and practices of good stewardship. 

The 1992 recipient is BILL WADE, superintendent of 

Shenandoah National Park. He used every means at 
his disposal to gain more stringent air pollution 
controls on power plants surrounding the park. 
Despite limited funds, he has built a strong research 
and monitoring program and has established coop
erative planning efforts with surrounding counties. Bill Wade 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company wishes to congratulate the recipients of these awards and 
thank them for the excellent contrihution they have made to the protection of our environment. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company has actively supported the efforts of organizations such as 
NPCA for more than 100 years and will continue to work toward the goal of preserving our natural 
resources for future generations. 
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Robert Sterling Yard, page 38 

EDITOR'S NOTE 

The National Parks and Conservation 
Association (NPCA) marks its 75th an
niversary in 1994, and National Parks 
magazine is joining in the celebration. 
We asked John Miles, author of an up
coming book about the history of 
NPCA, to write a series of articles about 
the association's evolution since its es
tablishment on May 19, 1919. The first 
article in the four-part series (see page 
38) describes the people who saw the 
need for a group to protect the national 
parks and who worked to put that vision 
into action. Subsequent articles will 
discuss the fight for national park stan
dards and other major struggles with 
which NPCA has been involved 
throughout its history. 
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Grassroots 

THE CRISIS of leader
ship that currently 
exists in Washington 

may be larger than the is
sues of a particular admin
istration or Congress. The 
crisis is not just a question 
of the way federal budget 
dollars are spent or who 
pays what taxes. It may in 
fact be the trauma that any 
society experiences as it reaches the end 
of one era and focuses on another. 

During the past 50 years, America 
has largely decided that many of its 
problems—whether national or local— 
could best be solved by action at the 
federal level. The environmental agenda 
is a classic example of this; many envi
ronmental groups have devoted most 
of their resources to legislative efforts, 
be it pushing for laws and regulations 
or for adequate federal funding for en
vironmental concerns. But today we may 
have exceeded the capacity of this na
tion to achieve its environmental goals 
solely by federal action. 

In terms of budget, the sad fact is 
that the environment has taken the hit 
before other federal programs. The en
vironmental budget was reduced by 
two-thirds beginning in 1980 by Presi
dent Reagan and Interior Secretary 
Watt, then further cut in the late 1980s 
by the Gramm-Rudman Act, which 
forced the federal government to limit 
spending. 

The good news is that the environ
mental movement, guided by a fast-
growing grassroots constituency, has 
reckoned with the fact that not every 

problem can—or should— 
be solved by Washington. 

NPCA has successfully 
fought many park protec
tion battles but now is look
ing more to local citizens to 
lead the way. Our park ac
tivist network unites NPCA 
members, parkwatchers, 
and park advocacy groups 
to build a large and diverse 

corps of grassroots activists. 
As part of its 75th anniversary cel

ebration, NPCA is publishing the Na
tional Park Activist Guide, a manual 
providing the tools citizens need to 
bring about positive change for national 
parks at the grassroots level. In addi
tion, we will host a conference in San 
Francisco in May 1994, under the lead
ership of our members and trustees, to 
focus on this new era of citizen activism 
on behalf of the parks. The conference 
will bring together local activists from 
around the country who have a real 
understanding of the issues facing our 
parks and open spaces. Together we 
will explore ways in which private citi
zens can help with park research, inter
pretation, resource management, land 
acquisition, or any of the other vital 
National Park Service tasks that have 
been continually underfunded. 

The environmental movement will 
be healthier in the 21st century if we 
can find solutions at the community and 
state levels to complement the Wash
ington solution of the past 50 years. 
This represents a new era for the 
parks—and, as in the past, it represents 
a new era for our nation as well. 

President, NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 
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HI-TEC POSTERS, PINS AND T-SHIRTS FOR PARKS 
SECOND FJJIHON *—-r-

Save now. 
Take the step. Help NPCA and Hi-Tec preserve 

and protect our National Parks. 
When you buy our official NPCA poster, pins, or T-shirt, the net proceeds will be applied directly to 
underwrite funding for our national parks, monuments, and historical sites, via the National Parks 
and Conservation Association, a national non-profit citizen group dedicated to preserving and 
protecting our national parks. Choose from this beautiful 19' 'x 33" poster depicting the wonders of 
America's national parks for $9.90, a limited edition nature pin for $5.95 each or the set of 3 for 
$15.00, or a beautiful 100% cotton silk-screened T-shirt for just $12.00. You'll be investing in a 

more beautiful future for a 
priceless American treasure, 
our National Park System. 

To order the special edition NPCA Poster, Pins or T-Shirt, 
complete the order form below and mail to: National Parks 
Special Edition Offer, P.O. Box 5690, Stacy, MN 55078-5690 

Qty Price Each Sub Total 
Poster $ 9.90 
Pins No.l No.2 No.3 1@$5.95 

Set of 3 3® $15.00 
T-Shirt: Medium $12.00 

Large $12.00 
X-Large $12.00 

Total Enclosed (Check or money order) 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip Code 

Offer aptm 12/31/1993. Pleat tllam 8 week* for shipment. Offer valid in USA only- 06 

s $L 

7. Lizard 2. Moose 3. Whale 
77." Pins I 

The Posters 
For Parks bene-, 
is sponsored by 
Hi-1 ed Sports 

H/TEC 

NATIONAL PARKS AND I CONSERVATION ASSOC. 

For more information or to become a member of NPCA, call or write: NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036 1.800.NAT.PARK. 



L E T T E R S 

Saving the Wolves 
I wrote a boycott letter to the Alaska 
Board of Game and felt fairly power
less as a voice of one ["Bringing Back 
the Pack," May/June 1993]. Then I re
alized that if my fiance and I decided to 
cancel a wedding in Alaska, the boycott 
of one would increase to 34. 

NPCA members who belong to other 
groups should encourage them to boy
cott Alaska for its policy on wolves. 
Giving an informal update on an issue 
could generate a greater awareness and 
a greater potential for boycotting power. 

Cynthia Barrington 
Thornton, CO 

Oil and Politics Don't Mix 
In the July/August 1993 issue of Na
tional Parks, a letter by D. L. Guttorm-
son of the Exxon Company states that 

the areas affected by the huge oil spill 
"...are almost fully recovered and there 
is no credible scientific evidence of long-
term effects." 

This is an insult to the intelligence of 
anyone who knows the facts about the 
irrevocable damage this event caused. 

The damage will be with us for many 
decades, and this irresponsible act can
not be covered up by such statements 
from the source of the problem. 

Clarence Petty 
Canton, NY 

Taking Exception 
NPCA is making a mistake by oppos
ing the hunting amendment to the Cali
fornia Desert Protection Act [News, 
March/April 1993]. Hunting is a suc
cessful wildlife management tool in the 
millions of acres of land that would be

come the Mojave National Monument 
under the proposed bill. Changing the 
name of the area from desert to na
tional monument or national park isn't 
going to change the ecosystem in which 
hunters are an integral part. 

Bruce E. Baker 
San Antonio, TX 

Historical Discrepancies 
I wish to take exception to a statement 
in the article by J. Charles Swift, "The 
Road to Independence," in the July/ 
August 1993 issue of National Parks. 
Speaking of sites in the National Park 
System that are related to the Revolu
tionary War, he writes, "The first mili
tary action of the Revolutionary War 
occurred in April 1775 when Massa
chusetts militia exchanged fire with the 
British at North Bridge [in Concord]." 
Those of us who live in Lexington, 
Massachusetts, feel that the "first mili
tary action of the Revolutionary War" 
occurred here, on the Lexington Green, 
when soldiers of General Gage's army 
attacked and killed eight of the Lexing-
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A Lasting Legacy 

Our national parks are 

priceless and irreplace

able treasures, show

cases for Americas majestic 

natural bounty, unique culture, 

and dramatic history. 

For 74 years, the National 

Parks and Conservation Asso

ciation has defended America's 

most beloved parks, saving 

endangered animals and their 

habitats and safeguarding vulner

able archeological and historical 

sites. 

Financial support from loyal 

members underwrites virtually all 

ol N P C A s work. Bequests are 

particularly critical to our con

tinuing success and long-range 

financial strength. 

By remembering N P C A in 

your will, you can leave a legacy 

that lasts far beyond your lifetime, 

enriching the lives of future 

generations ol park lovers. For 

more information about be

quests, please write or call: 

Jessie Brinkley 

Director of Development 

National Parks and 

Conservation Association 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 

Washington, D C 20036 

(202) 223-6722, ext. 130 
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your outdoor adventures. Whatever your mountain... 50 Peaks. Look for 
details on 50 Peaks boots at your Hi-Tec dealer and find out how you and 
Hi-Tec can help save our National Parks. 
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TAKE THE STEP* 
TRAILSIDE 

Make Youi Own Adventure 
I I he New National 
I Public Television Series 

Hi-Tec Sports USA, Inc. 4801 Stoddard Road, Modesto, CA 05356 Outside CX: (800) 521-1 hos Inside CA: (800) 558-8580 Canada: (416) 564-0414 



MARY LAURAS 
S O U T H W E S T E R N A R T S 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-662-4848 

Intl. (505) 242-5502 
Toll Free FAX 1-800-468-3236 

Visa • Mastercard • American Express 
$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

Mary Laura's • Box 12615-NPK 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87195-0615 USA 

ton Minutemen, before going on to 
Concord and the battle at North Bridge. 

As I tell my students, the first colo
nists were killed in Lexington, and the 
first British soldiers were killed in 
Concord. Both towns, in a friendly ri
valry, lay claim to being the "birthplace 
of the American Revolution." As Cap
tain John Parker, the leader of the 
Lexington Minutemen, said, "If they 
mean to have a war, let it begin here!" 

Rosemary W. Putnam 
Lexington, MA 

Roads to Ruin 
While I am as alarmed about recent 
interpretations of R.S. 2477 as writer 
Michael Milstein is in his article "Roads 
to Ruin" [Sept./Oct. 1993], I must say 
that the important "What you can do" 
suggestion at the end of the article is 
barking up the wrong tree. 

Yes, Interior Secretary Bruce Bab
bitt can temporarily revise the interpre
tation of R.S. 2477 until another presi
dential administration comes along and 
re-revises that ruling. What is needed is 
a revision of the Federal Land Policy 
Management Act of 1976 to delete, or 
at least carefully define, "existing" 
rights-of-way in public lands, as Milstein 
notes. So, my fellow readers, sharpen 
your congressional pencils and let's fight 
this "plate of spaghetti"! 

Lee Hegstrand 
Fond du Lac, WI 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Mass
achusetts Ave., N. W., Washington, DC 
20036. Please include address and phone 
number for verification. Or call 1-900-
835-6344. Callers will be charged 89 
cents a minute. Instructions will be given 
at the time of the call. All calls and let
ters may he edited for length and clarity. 

Correction 
In the article "The Evolution Time 
Bomb" [Forum, July/August 1993], 
the area of the United States should 
have read 3.6 million square miles, 
which would bring the protected 
park and wildlife refuge lands to 7.5 
percent of the land mass in the 
country. 

Legendary 1890-1911 
Silver "Dragon" Dollars 

HlSTORICTREASURES from 
the romantic silk-and-spice 
"China Trade" era, these magnifi
cent silver "Dragon" dollars were 
the last issued under the Ch'ing 
dynasty in the twilight of Imperial 
China. Their high silver content 
matched the largest silver trade 
dollars of Western nations, and 
their intricate Dragon design sym
bolized bounty and China's an
cient culture. Only a tiny fraction 
has survived China's turbulent 
20th century. 

International Coins & Currency, 
Inc. is offering certified-authentic 
1890-1911 silver "Dragon" dollars 
of China for only $49 each, 5 for 
$225 or 10 for $395. Order #6702. 
Each big 39mm coin contains 27 
gms. of .900 silver. There are slight 
variations in the Dragon design. 
To order by credit card, call toll-
free 1-800-451-4463 at any time. 
Or send a check or money order 
to: International Coins & Currency, 
Inc., 11 E. State St., Box 218, Dept. 
2856, Montpelier, Vermont 05601. 
Add just $2 for postage. Money-
back guarantee — 30-day home 
examination. 

2856 
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THE MOST POWERFUL COMPACT RADIO IN THE WORLD! 

THE GRUNDIG YB-SOO 
FM/AM Shortwave Receiver 
Listen! Here is the BIG BREAKTHROUGH 
in powerful performance and design. And 
only Willabee & Ward has it in the USA. 
No other compact radio in the world packs 
all these powerful features. 

• POWERFUL RECEPTION. The Grundig 
YB-500 does it all: pulls in AM, FM, FM 
stereo, every SHORTWAVE band, even 
aviation, military and ship-to-shore. All with 
lock-on digital precision. 

A POWERFUL SOUND. Exclusive Audio 
Power Boost — found on no other world 
band radio — gives the YB-500 big, rich, 
room-filling legendary Grundig sound. 

P o w e r f u l F e a t u r e s . 
Power scan1 The YB-500 has continuous 
power scan on shortwave — stops at every 
signal and lets you listen. When you hear a 
broadcast you want, you tell the radio 
to slop. Only Grundig has this feature. 

Power timing features! The YB-500 can 
send you to sleep on FM, wake you with 
weather on AM, then switch you to BBC 
shortwave. Even shuts itself off. Elsewhere. 
you'd pay $500 for these features. 

P o w e r f u l M e m o r y . 
The BBC and till other major world broad

casters are pre-set for instant retrieval. You 
can add up to 40 more stations on an)- band 
and even display call letters for reference. 
No other radio at this price offers such 
powerful memory. 

Also has instant keypad access to all fre
quencies. Illuminated, adjustable LED display 
for bedside use. Advanced RDS FM station 
information display. It will be years before 
other makers catch up with the YB-500. 
Available today only from Willabee & Ward. 

P o w e r f u l V a l u e . 
The Grundig YB-500 is only $299 (plus 
$9.50 shipping and handling), payable in 
eight monthly credit card installments of 
$38.56. Includes 4 AA batteries, deluxe 
travel pouch, stereo headphones, owner's 
manual, and Grundig's shortwave listening 
guide. INTRODUCTORY OFFER: ORDER 
NOW AND GET A FREE DUAL-VOLTAGE 
INTERNATIONAL ADAPTER! 

Grundig 1-ycar warranty on pans 
and labor. 30-day money back guarantee. 
Grundig is to radios what BMW and 
Mercedes are to earn European look' 1 uiu 
pean sound! European quality! Order now! 

Cal l Toi l -Free: 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 6 7 - 4 5 3 4 
Extension 697-11) 

First and ONLY world hand with 
award-winning vertical design. Measures 

approximately 7i "v-D "v I, ".with built-in 
stand and retractable (erritt antenna. 

IM3MBI 
RESERVATION APPLICATION 1 

Willabee & Ward 
47 Richards Avenue • Norwalk, CT 06857 

Call Toll-Frce: 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 6 7 - 4 5 3 4 
Extension 697-1)1 

Please send me . .Grundig YB-500 
Digital All-Band Shortwave Reeeiver(s). For 
each receiver, charge eight installments of 
$38.56* to my credit card: 
• VISA • MasterCard • Discover • Am. Ex. 

Credit Card No. 
Name 

Exp. Date 

Please Print Clearly. 

] Address. 

! City 

i State/Zip _ 
i 

] Signature 
(Orders subject to acceptance.) 

• I prefer not to pay by credit card and will pay 
by check. Enclosed is my check for $299 plus 
$9.50 shipping/handling, a total of $308.50* 
for each receiver. 
'Any applicabU sales tux >. tit be bitted with shipment 
Highet sntpptngAamflinfi outside' ' S 
Phone onsets rtortnally shipped next business day #697-133 
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N E W S 
CIVIL WAR SITES 
FACE GRAVE THREATS 
On September 1, 1862, 1,500 soldiers 
were wounded or killed at the Civil War 
battle of Chantilly, Virginia. Today, of 
the ground they fought on, a piece 
spanning less than three acres remains, 
wedged against a shopping mall and 
housing complex. The rest 
has been swallowed up as the 
s u b u r b s of W a s h i n g t o n , 
D.C., sprawl out across for
merly rural lands. 

Chantil ly is not alone. 
"The nation's Civil War heri
tage is in grave danger," a 
Study released this summer 
concluded. "It is being de
molished and bulldozed at 
an alarming pace. It is dis
appearing under buildings, 
parking lots, and highways." 
Congress charged the Civil 
War Sites Advisory Com
mission, which authored the 
report, with the first com
prehensive study of Civil 
War battlefields in more than 
half a century. 

"To NPCA and others 
who work to protect them, it 
had become clear that battle
fields inside and outside the 
park system are at serious 
risk," said Bruce Craig, NPCA North
east regional director. "But until this 
report no one has so thoroughly docu
mented the magnitude of the problem." 

Of the sites where the war's princi
pal battles took place, "many...are lost; 
others are in imminent danger of frag
mentation and loss as coherent historic 

sites. Over the next ten years, the nation 
could lose fully two-thirds of the major 
Civil War battlefields unless preventive 
actions are taken," the report declared. 

Almost one in five of the most im
portant battlefields has already disap
peared. Another -12 percent of the ma
jor sites are seriously threatened, the 
commission said. It drew up a "prior-

A report to Congress details serious threats to Gettysburg (above) 
and other Civil War battlefields inside and outside the park system 

ity" list of 50 of the most important but 
endangered battlefields, including many 
sites within the National Park System. 

The Union waged three years of 
battles for control of Richmond, the 
Confederate capital. But Richmond 
National Battlefield Park contains only 
2 percent of the land that was fought 

across. The rest, Superintendent Cyn
thia MacLeod said, is "all vulnerable to 
total destruction and alteration of ap
pearance." Henrico County has issued 
a permit for gravel mining of an unpro
tected part of the Malvern Hill battle
field, where the 1862 siege of Richmond 
was turned back after bloody fighting. 

The location of Fredericksburg, Vir
ginia, halfway between Wa
shington and Richmond, 
made it a focal point of the 
Civil War. Now the stretch 
of Interstate 95 that connects 
the two cities passes between 
the battlefields of Fredericks
burg and Spotsylvania Na
tional Military Park. Accor
ding to census figures, Spot
sylvania County grew 110 
percent in the 1970s and 73 
percent in the 1980s, mak
ing it Virginia's fastest-grow
ing county during both de
cades. "It's a community that 
had numerous dairy farms in 
the 1960s that are now 
houses," George Church, as
sistant superintendent, said, 
"and those are right up 
around the park boundary." 
The park has also faced plans 
for incinerators, cellular tele
phone towers, and discount 
stores at its borders. 

The area surrounding Gettysburg 
National Military Park "may be a rural, 
agricultural setting at the moment, but 
it is rapidly becoming a bedroom com
munity for the Washington, Baltimore, 
and Harrisburg metropolitan areas," 
said the park's Jim Roach. While the 
park contains "the core battlefield," he 
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said, "if present trends continue, in 
many areas of the battlefield the view 
will change significantly." 

"The Civil War was fought when the 
infrastructure of the country was basi
cally in place," said Ed Bearss, Park 
Service chief historian. "The major 
transportation corridors were in place, 
and in the eastern half of the United 
States, the industrial centers had gener
ally already been decided on." These 
were the areas the armies fought to 
control, he said. These are also the areas 
from which development has radiated 
since, leaving the battlefields, Bearss 
said, "in the eye of the hurricane." 

The commission called for a study of 
some particularly significant sites to see 
whether they should become part of 
the park system. (See page 24 for a study 
of the Shenandoah Valley.) To help 
protect the 50 priority battlefields, it 
proposed a seven-year program of land 
purchases. Each year $10 million in 
federal funds would be matched by $10 
million to be raised by states or non
profit battlefield preservation groups. 

But most battlefield land will remain 
in private ownership. The commission 
made several recommendations to en
courage conservation of these lands, 
including adjustments in state and fed
eral tax policies. 

Sen. Dale Bumpers (D-Ark.), who 
requested the study, said he will intro
duce a bill to enact at least some of the 
recommendations. "The commission's 
report will go a long way to assist Con
gress on how these historic sites can 
best be protected," Bumpers said. "I 
intend to do all I can to help." 

But because of the present fiscal cli
mate, the land-purchase program may 
find opposition in Congress. "What we 
need to remember," said Craig, "is that 
Congress requested this study because 
of the expense of its emergency land 
purchase at Manassas." In 1988, it 
bought battlefield land just outside the 
border of Manassas National Battlefield 
Park in Virginia to prevent imminent 
construction of a shopping mall on the 
site, at a cost so far of $120 million. "We 
can save money as well as battlefields 
by protecting crucial lands before cri
ses like Manassas arise," Craig said. 

BABBITT LAUNCHES 
NEW RESEARCH AGENCY 
The federal government launched an 
ambitious new approach to environ
mental science this fall. The National 
Biological Survey (NBS), which came 
into existence in October, will "take the 
field biology of the Department of the 
Interior—the best in the world—and 
redeploy it in a new way," said Secre
tary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt. 

Babbitt has charged the survey with 
cataloging and mapping every plant and 
animal species in the nation. The goal is 
to assemble a detailed picture of the 
country's ecological makeup and update 
it regularly so that serious environmen
tal problems can be detected early on. 

The survey idea has met with enthu
siasm from environmental groups in
cluding NPCA. But there is also con
cern that tapping the research staff of 
the National Park Service and other 
Interior Department agencies for the 
survey means the agencies' own short-
term scientific needs may not be met. 

Babbitt last spring called creation of 
the survey his highest priority, saying it 
will "provide a map to help us avoid 
environmental and economic conflicts." 
With better management, he said, there 
do not have to be "train wrecks," like 
the clashes over ancient forests of the 
Northwest and other places where ex-

A new agency may help prevent the decline 
of species like Hawaii's imperiled iiwi. 

tensive loss of habitat has put wildlife 
on the endangered species list. The 
survey would help by providing "an 
early warning system," said Rep. Gerry 
Studds (D-Mass.), an NBS proponent. 

The new agency will pull together 
not only existing Interior Department 
efforts but also research being done by 
state agencies, private institutions, uni
versities, and industry. "There is a tre
mendous amount ol data, but the chal
lenge is to integrate it all so people can 
see the bigger picture,"said Dr. Eugene 
Hester, deputy director of NBS. The 
National Academy of Sciences advised 
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NEWSUPDATE 

• Endangered parks. National Parks 
in Crisis, an NPCA report released 
in August, updates previous surveys 
of the threats facing national parks. 
At many parks, the report found, 
p rob lems such as ma in t enance 
backlogs, lack of funds for research 
and preservation programs, and staff 
shortages have grown worse, even 
as the number of visitors has grown. 

To receive a copy of National 
Parks in Crisis, contact Member 
Services, NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

• Plans on hold. In September, a de
veloper withdrew plans to build a 
20,000-capacity open-air amphitheater 
at a site half a mile from the boundary 
of Petroglyph National Monument in 
New Mexico. Traffic and noise from 
the amphitheater would seriously dis
rupt the park, which contains sites sa
cred to Pueblo Indians of the Albu
querque area, NPCA and Eriends of 
the Albuquerque Petroglyphs say. 
They are urging the developer, who is 
looking for another site, not to select 
one near the monument. 



the survey in an October report on how 
to bring data together from all these 
sources and make the compiled infor
mation easily available. 

Scientific staff for the survey come 
from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Park Service, Bureau of Land Manage
ment, and other Interior Department 
bureaus. The idea is that research sci
entists from each agency will join the 
survey, while applied scientists and 
managers remain. Steps are being taken, 
Hester said, to ensure NBS serves the 
other agencies' research needs. 

Report after report from NPCA, the 
National Academy of Sciences, and the 
Park Service has called for an overhaul 
of the parks' poorly funded and staffed 
science program. The Park Service re
cently took a step NPCA and others 
have recommended, creating a science 
advisory committee to promote im
provement efforts. Many argue the loss 
of research staff will be a setback. 

"Our question is not whether there 
should be an NBS (there should!), but 
whether it is right to remove science 
from the national parks in the process," 
Dr. Jerry Freilich, ecologist at Joshua 
Tree National Monument , and Bob 
Moon, now chief of resources manage
ment for the Park Service's Rocky 
Mountain region, wrote to Babbitt's of
fice this summer. "There is simply no 
way to create one agency that will serve 
another agency without fail." 

But the potential benefits for the 
parks are also clear. "Many threats to 
parks come from the declining health 
of the larger ecosystems of which parks 
are a par t , " said Michael Weland, 
N P C A Washing ton representat ive . 
"The Park Service would never have 
the authority or the resources to moni
tor these larger systems, but NBS can." 

UTAH LANDS BILL 
SIGNED INTO LAW 
Utah is not a state short on environ
mental controversies, but in the future 
they may arise a little less often, thanks 
to legislation signed into law by the 
president October 1. 

The bill, which trades 200,000 acres 

A bill to end conflict over Utah state lands within Arches and other national parks is now law. 

of state-owned land within Utah na
tional parks, national forests, and In
dian reservations for federal mineral 
holdings, passed the Senate in Septem
ber. The House of Representatives had 
approved it in June. The state and fed
eral government must still come to an 
agreement on the value of the lands 
before the exchange can be made final. 

The proposal's success is the result 
of an unusual coalition among environ
mentalists, Utah members of Congress, 
and the state. "Removing state inhold-
ings from the national parks and forests 
and Native American lands makes sense 
on all sides," said Terri Martin, NPCA 
Rocky Mountain regional director , 
whose efforts over the last decade 
helped lead to the passage of the bill. 
Utah Gov. Mike Leavitt (R) agreed, 
saying the swap "makes good business 
sense for the state." 

Since it became a state, Utah has 
owned scattered square-mile blocks of 
land meant to generate revenue for its 
schools. Of these, 82,000 acres are now 
inside Arches and Capitol Reef national 
parks, Glen Canyon National Recre
ation Area, and Dinosaur National 
Monument. There are another 76,000 
acres in national forests and nearly 
40,000 within Indian reservations. 

The situation has often led to con
flict. Claiming that it must manage the 

lands to "maximize revenue," Utah has 
repeatedly announced plans to develop 
them or sell them. Last year, it pro
posed sending work crews into its 
holdings within Arches National Park 
to drill for water and dig pits. The goal 
was to determine the potential for 
building tourist attractions there. 

NPCA successfully beat back this 
plan, as it had in a similar proposal in 
1989. That year, Utah declared that it 
would put its park inholdings up for 
sale unless Congress agreed to exchange 
them for large parcels along the shore
line of Lake Powell in Glen Canyon 
National Recreation Area. Utah planned 
to build marina and hotel complexes 
along the lakefront. 

In contrast, the new law sets up a 
trade in which the state will receive, in 
return for its land, a share of mineral 
royalties generated on public lands, 
unleased coal tracts, and some parcels 
of federal lands. NPCA and other con
servation groups helped craft the pro
posal to make sure that these are not in 
environmentally sensitive areas. 

"When I heard that it passed, I took 
a big sigh of relief," said Noel Poe, 
Arches superintendent. Development of 
the state sections "was always a poten
tial that was hanging over our heads 
and that would have had a major impact 
on the park's resources," he said. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE VOTES 
FOR DESERT PROTECTION 
After nearly two decades of effort, 
NPCA and other conservation groups 
achieved a major victory October 5 in 
their efforts to protect the California 
desert. The Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee approved in a 13-
7 vote the California Desert Protection 
Act, which would preserve 1.4 million 
acres of the desert as Mojave National 
Park; expand the boundaries of Death 
Valley and Joshua Tree national monu
ments and redesignate them as national 
parks; and set aside 4 million acres of 
federal land in the desert as wilderness. 

"This is a great day for conserva
tion," said NPCA President Paul Prit-
chard. "If passed, this will be the most 
extensive act of land protection ever 
approved for the lower 48 states." 

California Sens. Dianne Feinstein (D) 
and Barbara Boxer (D) led efforts to 
advance the bill after years of stalemate. 
They also rallied opposition to amend
ments that would have dramatically 
weakened the bill. One, promoted by 
the National Rifle Association, would 
have lessened protection for the Mojave 
area and allowed sport hunting there. 

At press time tough fights still lay 
ahead for the bill on the floor of the 
Senate and in the House of Representa
tives. NPCA and other groups expected 
to fight damaging amendments likely to 
be offered during those votes. 
i & Write to your senators (U.S. Senate, 

Washing/on, DC 20510), asking them to 
work for passage of the California desert 
hill without such amendments. 

AIRCRAFT NOISE LINGERS 
AT GRAND CANYON 
Noise from airplanes and helicopters 
flying over the Grand Canyon exceeds 
limits set by federal law, a National Park 
Service study concluded this fall. 

Legislation passed in 1987 calls for 
the "substantial restoration of natural 
quiet" in Grand Canyon National Park. 
But even in regions of the park where 
aircraft are not allowed, they are still 
clearly audible, the study found. 

"New measures are obviously needed 
if we're going to attain the goals of the 
1987 law," said David Simon, NPCA 
Southwest regional director. 

Sponsored by Sen. John McCain (R-
Ariz.), the law was enacted in response 
to the growing popularity of airplane 
and helicopter tours of the Grand Can
yon and other parks. "Noise associated 
with aircraft overflights at Grand Can
yon National Park is causing a signifi
cant adverse effect on the natural quiet 
and experience of the park," the legis
lation declared. There were also safety 
concerns after a 1986 airplane-helicop
ter crash in the canyon killed 25 people. 

Under the law, regulations set up 
specific flight corridors for aircraft and 
"flight-free" zones covering 44 percent 
of the park. "The purpose of the flight-
free areas is to provide a location where 
visitors can experience the park essen-

At Grand Canyon National Park, the 
number of airplane and helicopter tours has 
increased dramatically in the past five years. 

MARKUP 

K E Y P A R K L E G I S L A T I O N 

Bill 

Utah land exchange 
Public Law 103-93 

California Desert 
Protection Act 
S.21 

Shenandoah 
battlefields 
H.R. 746 
S. 1033 

Concessions 
H.R.1493 
S.208 

Lechuguilla Cav 
H.R. 698 

Purpose 

Sets up a state-federal exchange tor lands 
Utah owns within national parks, for
ests, and Indian reservations. In ex
change, Utah receives federal mineral 
interests. NPCA supports. 

Create Mojave National Park, expand 
Death Valley and Joshua Tree national 
monuments, redesignate them as national 
parks, and designate 4 million acres of 
Bureau ot Land Management wilderness. 
NPCA supports. 

Establish a national battlctield park in 
Virginia's Shenandoah Valley to pre
serve Civil War sites and set up a heri
tage commission of local landowners, 
business people, officials, historians, and 
preservationists. NPCA supports. 

Increase concessions fees and return 
them to the park system; establish com
petitive bidding for concessions con
tracts; reform possessory interest. 
NPCA supports. 

Permanently withdraw an area near 
Carlsbad Caverns National Park from 
oil and gas drilling, to protect spectacu
lar Lechuguilla Cave. NPCA supports. 

Status 

The bill was signed into law by the 
president on October 1. 

The Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee approved S. 
21 on October 5. It still awaits 
votes in the full Senate and the 
House of Representatives. 

H.R. 7-46 is before the House 
subcommittee on national parks. 
NPCA testified at a September 21 
hearing on S. 1033 before the Sen
ate subcommittee on national 
parks. 

H.R. 1493 is before the House 
subcommittee on national parks. 
S. 208 is before the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee. 

H.R. 698 passed the House of 
Representatives on May 11. It is 
now before the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee. 

NPCA is currently working on more than 40 bills. 
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daily free from aircraft sound intrusion," 
McCain said as he introduced the bill. 
But what the Park Service study found, 
said Linda Mazzu, natural resources 
specialist at the park, "is that the noise 
from flight corridors bleeds into flight-
free zones more than we expected." The 
park's final report is due in November. 

One problem, Mazzu said, is that 
the regulations "were based on a certain 
amount of aircraft" that has long since 
been exceeded. Over the past five years, 
the flightseeing industry at the Grand 
Canyon has grown dramatically. In 
1992, 800,000 people toured the park 
by air, nearly double the 1988 figure. 

The 1987 act called for new mea
sures if the zone system did not restore 
natural quiet. At a late November work
shop, the Park Service, tour operators, 
environmental groups, the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA), and 
others will discuss possible steps to take 
next. These may include limits on the 
number of aircraft; changes in the layout 
of flight-free zones and flight corridors; 
and incentives or requirements for the 
use of quiet aircraft technology. 

At the same time these steps are be
ing considered, Grand Canyon Airport 
outside the park is proceeding with 
plans for new airtour facilities. The FAA 
has agreed to pay 91 percent, or 
$952,000, of the cost of a new 25-acre 
heliport there. 

The private companies that provide 
airtours over the park currently operate 
from a site near Arizona Route 64 and a 
site at the airport. It is generally agreed 
that, for safety reasons, all helicopter 
tours should operate out of the airport. 

But "construction of new helicopter 
facilities has the potential to increase 
the capacity for overflights and thus will 
further negate the statutory goal" of 
restoring natural quiet, Secretary of the 
Interior Bruce Babbitt wrote to Secre
tary of Transportation Federico Pena 
in August. Babbitt and environmental 
groups have asked the FAA to ensure 
the new facilities do not mean more 
helicopter tours. They also asked it not 
to fund other expansion projects at the 
airport until the Park Service presents 
its final report on overflights and the 
FAA completes related studies. 

BOARD PUSHES TO EXPAND 
JACKSON HOLE AIRPORT 
High in the spectacular mountains of 
Grand Teton National Park in Wyo
ming, or along the park's Snake River, 
the only sounds are those of wind, wa
ter, wildlife—and jets coming and going 
overhead. 

Jackson Hole Airport is located inside 
the national park, the only commercial 
airport in the nation so situated. Over 
the years it has grown from a gravel air
strip and single log building that accom
modated local air traffic into an airport— 
complete with terminal, restaurant, car 
rental services, and parking lots—that 
handles major airline jets and hundreds 
of thousands of tourists each year. 

Two years ago, the airport board 
proposed a 1,700-foot expansion of the 
Jackson Hole runway. The board claims 
the extension is needed to increase the 
margin of safety for jets using the air
port, although the Federal Aviation 
Administration has declared current 
operations at the airport safe. Teton 
County commissioners, park officials, 
local conservation groups, and NPCA 
wanted the airport to consider ways to 
reduce the effect on the park while en
suring safety. The board agreed to 
complete a plan examining these issues. 

The board released a draft version 
of the plan in August. Of the alternatives 
it proposed, one would preserve the 
status quo. All the rest would extend 
the airport's runway by at least 2,000 
feet and expand the terminal; two would 
double the runway in size. They all 
would add a control tower, radar, and 
approach lighting as well. 

While the board said these steps 
would "enhance safety" at the airport, 
a representative of its consulting firm 
conceded in September that the pro
posed runway extensions would increase 
safety only if current passenger and 
baggage weight restrictions remained in 
place. But the alternatives that propose 
extending the runway would also "re
duce or eliminate the payload restric
tions," the plan says. Several of the al
ternatives specifically state that they are 
designed to accommodate projected 
future growth in passenger numbers. 
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"Enough is enough ," said Terri 
Martin, NPCA Rocky Mountain re
gional director. "It is time that we rec
ognize Jackson Hole Airport is located 
within Grand Teton National Park and 
start operating it in a way that reduces, 
not increases, its impact on the park 
and the Jackson Hole valley." Both 
Martin and park officials have pressed 
for a new set of alternatives. 

Teton County commissioners have 
also stated that the alternatives do not 
address the range of concerns they 
wanted. "All these choices seem to tall 
in one category," said Commissioner 
Dail Barbour. "We would like heavy 
consideration to be given to the park's 
concerns." She said this view was shared 
by a majority of commissioners and ex
pressed by residents at public meetings. 
Barbour also called for examination of 
"the possible impacts on the community 
and quality of life" from further expan
sion of the airport. 

Some of the alternatives suggested 
by Martin and Jack Neckels, Grand 
Teton superintendent, include requir

ing aircraft to take off and land from 
the south, unless weather conditions 
make it unsafe, in order to avoid flying 
over the main body of the park; limiting 
aircraft to quieter models designed to 
handle shorter runways; reducing the 
allowable levels of airplane noise; end
ing nighttime flights to limit artificial 
lighting; increasing weight restrictions 
to enhance safety; and limiting the 
number of planes using the airport. 

Martin and Neckels both noted that 
the airport's lease comes up for recon
sideration by the Department of the 
Interior in 2013. 

The airport is currently operating 
under a lease extension granted by 
former Secretary of the Interior James 
Watt, who reversed a 1979 decision of 
the previous secretary, Cecil Andrus, to 
phase out the airport. 

"If the airport is not willing to take-
steps toward reducing the impact on 
the park over the next 20 years, the 
Interior Department will have little-
choice but to begin planning for its re
moval," Martin said. 

DENALI'S FUTURE HINGES 
ON CURRENT DEBATES 
De-nali National Park in Alaska may be 
the country's greatest readily accessible 
wilderness. Less than a day's drive from 
Anchorage and larger than the state of 
Massachusetts, the park contains Mount 
McKinley, the highest mountain on the 
continent; grizzly bears, wolves, moose, 
and caribou in an abundance unknown 
in the lower 48 states; and millions of 
acres of rolling, many-colored tundra 
broken only by a single 90-mile road. 

Denali may seem too huge to be 
vulnerable, but it is in many ways up 
for grabs. The state of Alaska, the Na
tional Park Service, other federal agen
cies, members of Congress, environ
mentalists, and others are debating a 
variety of issues that together may shape 
the future of the park. 

One of the great controversies at 
Denali is what some call a lack of access 
to the national park. Visitors travel 
down the single winding road into the 
heart of the park on buses limited in 
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AN 
AMERICAN 
ORIGINAL. 
Own the first wildlife bronze 
by RONALD VAN RUYCKEVELT— 
one of America's greatest 
wildlife artists. 
Slicing the wind with its awesome 
strength and speed, a glorious Ameri
can Bald Eagle leaps skyward—the 
living embodiment of our nation's ideals 
and aspirations. 

This is Wings of Glory, by Ronald 
Van Ruyckevelt. An artistically trium
phant, historically significant tribute 
to the beauty and courage of that in
domitable warrior of the skies. For it is 
the very first bronze wildlife sculpture 
by the master whose porcelain por
traits of the American Eagle are prized 
around the world. 

Like all of Van Ruyckevelt's finest 
sculpture, this inspiring premiere piece 
blends strength with beauty, passion 
with realistic detail. 

Crafted in solid hot-cast bronze, and 
signed in the mold, this American orig
inal is just $195, payable in monthly 
installments. Outstanding value. For a 
bronze of this size and quality by a 
major artist would command far more 
at any fine art gallery. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

If you wish to return any Franklin Mint 
purchase, you may do so within 30 
days of your receipt of that purchase 
for replacement, credit or refund. 

ORDER FORM 

Please mall by December 31,1993. 

The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order for Wings ot Glory the 
first bronze wildlife sculpture by famed artist 
Ronald Van Ruyckevelt, to be crafted in solid 
hot-cast bronze, signed in the mold, and hand-
rubbed to a rich patina. 

I need SEND NO MONEY NOW I will be billed 
for my deposit of $39* when this magnificent 
imported work of art is ready to be sent to me, 
and for the balance, after shipment, in four 
equal monthly installments of $39* 

" Plus my stale sales lax and a one-time 
charge of S3 tor shipping and handling 

SIGNATURE 
ALL ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR/MRS/WSS 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

ADDRESS APT. I 

CITY 

STATE/ZIP 

TELEPHONE I ( ) 
'1993FM 1 4 4 0 6 - 8 D G T - 4 5 8 

WINGS 
O F GLORY 

BY RONALD VAN RUYCKEVELT 



The question for Denali National Park is how to provide access and protect wilderness. 

number and capacity for safety reasons. 
Those who want to explore the north
ern half of the park on foot can get off 
at any point and hike across its trailless 
tundra. This system allows people to 
see the park with little disruption to its 
landscape or wildlife. Because it also 
puts a cap on visitation, state officials 
and Alaska members of Congress have 
called for more vehicles on the road, 
more roads into the national park, or 
even a monorail system. 

Another answer to providing addi
tional visitor opportunities is develop
ment ot the southern region of the park, 
below Mount McKinley (which is also 
known by its Native name Denali, "the 
1 ligh One.") This area provides the best 
views of the mountain, which from the 
north is often obscured by clouds. But 
the area, while spectacular, remains as 
a surveying party found it in 1913, "most 
difficult of access." Obstacles include 
nearly impassable rivers, thick birch, 
spruce, and alder forests, and some of 
the longest glaciers in the world. 

A National Park Service plan for the 
area released this fall has so far found 
many critics, from the state of Alaska to 
environmental groups. 

NPCA and other groups argue the 
plan neither gives a wide range of people 
the opportunity to view Denali nor 
protects the wilderness character of the 

southern half of the national park. 
"In Denali, we are continuing to 

build a jigsaw puzzle without ever look
ing at the front of the box," said Chip 
Dennerlein, NPCA Alaska regional di
rector. "Without an overall vision, a 
real sense of how to preserve what is 
special and magnificent about Denali, 
those qualities could easily be dimin
ished or even in the long run lost. If we 
have a clear understanding of the park 
as a whole and how south Denali fits 
into the whole, we can protect the park's 
resources and provide wonderful op
portunities for additional visitors." 

To do this, Dennerlein said, "a true 
partnership" between Denali National 
Park and Denali State Park on its bor
der is necessary. 

These and other issues led Secretary 
of the Interior Bruce Babbitt, after a 
trip to Alaska this summer, to propose 
the creation of a Denali task force. 
Dennerlein met with Babbitt during that 
trip and has been working with Interior 
Department officials on formation of 
the group. As well as looking for a new 
alternative for south Denali, NPCA is 
suggesting that the task force address 
the question of making visitor access 
consistent with preservation. "The way 
we answer this question in Denali," 
Dennerlein said, "will set a precedent 
for all the national parks of Alaska." 

STATE MAKES PLANS FOR 
AIRPORTS IN ALASKA PARKS 
The Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) announced $600,000 in grants to 
the state of Alaska this fall for planning 
airports inside Denali and Wrangell-St. 
Elias national parks and preserves. 

The Nat ional Park Service and 
NPCA insist the FAA has no authority 
to issue such grants. They also strongly 
oppose building state-owned commer
cial airports at the heart of two of the 
country's premier wilderness parks. 

"This is an issue of enormous signifi
cance," said Chip Dennerlein, NPCA 
Alaska regional director. "The FAA has 
taken from the Park Service and given 
to the state the authority to control ac
cess to these parks, which is the most 
important tool in shaping their future." 

Currently the Park Service operates 
a small airstrip in the Kantishna area of 
Denali and another in the Chisana area 
of Wrangell-St. Elias. The airstrips are 
used for park operations and serve a 
few private lodges and local residents. 
"We don't believe that significant de
velopment would be appropriate or in 
concert with the purpose for which the 
park was established," said Russell 
Lesko of Wrangell-St. Elias. 

In August, Dennerlein and John 
Morehead, Alaska regional director of 
the Park Service, wrote the FAA asking 
it not to issue the planning grants. They 
cited evidence that the airstrips are on 
Park Service land and that federal laws 
do not permit the FAA to issue grants 
for such projects on parkland. 

The FAA wrote back, "The fact that 
a responsible public agency...does not 
yet have title to a specific tract of prop
erty is...not a valid reason for denying a 
planning grant application." The state
ment refers to Alaska's claim that it 
holds rights-of-way across the two parks 
that include the Kantishna and Chisana 
airstrips. As a result, the state argues, it 
has the right to develop these areas. 
i & Write to FAA Administrator David 
Hinson, 800 Independence Ave., S.W., 
Washington, DC 20591, and Park Ser
vice Director Roger Kennedy, 18th and 
CStreets, N.W., Washington, DC20240, 
to express opposition to the FAA grants. 
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THE OFFICIAL MILITARY ISSUE 
GENUINE LEATHER A-2 FLYING JACKET 

A piece of American History. 
From World War II to Desert Storm, the A-2 Leather Flying 

Jacket is one of the most famous pieces of battle gear in 
history. During World War II, the brave pilots of the U.S. 
Army Air Corps relied on the A-2 for protection and comfort. 
The A-2, updated to current military spec's, was worn by 
our U.S. Air Force pilots in the Gulf War, too. Light
weight and comfortable yet "tough as nails," the 
A-2 identifies its wearer as one of an elite, 
brave breed of fighting men. 

Genuine Military Issue. 
Not a Commercial-Reproduction. 
Cooper Sportswear was an original sup

plier of the A-2's worn by America's World 
War II flying heroes. 

When the Air Force recently recommis-
sioned the A- 2 after 
45 years of retire
ment, it awarded the 
first open-bid contract 
to none other than Cooper 
Sportswear. Now, you can 
own the very same jacket issued 
to U.S. Air Force pilots. Not a repro

duction and not a look-alike copy — this is the genuine 
article! Available exclusively from Willabee & Ward. 

Proudly Made in the U.S.A. 
The Cooper A-2 is made in the U.S.A. 

using materials and production methods 
specified by the U.S. Air Force. Premium 
goatskin ensures ruggedness and great looks. 
Knitted cuffs and waist band and a spun 
cotton-blend lining ensure draft-free comfort. Details 
include regulation snap-down collar, shoulder epaulets, and 
roomy snap-close pockets. You'll also receive a certificate 
of authenticity stating that yours is a U.S. Air Force A-2. 
Battle-proven and built for long life, the Cooper A-2 actually 
gets better-looking with age. 

Payable in Convenient Monthly Installments. 
The Cooper A-2 Leather Hying Jacket can be yours for just 

S249 (plus $9.50 shipping and handling) payable in six con
venient monthly installments of $4.5.08 charged to your credit 
card. Satisfaction guaranteed. If you are not completely 
delighted with your jacket, simply return it in original con
dition within 30 days for exchange or refund. 

Accept no substitutes! 
This is the actual Cooper A-2 jacket supplied 

to the United States Air Force. 

Order today. Available in even sizes 34-52 regular and long. 
Call about larger sizes (to 60) available for $50 more. 
(For best fit, order one size larger than your normal jacket 
size.) Have questions about sizing? Call us - we'll fit you 
Over the phone. Phone orders normally shipped next business day 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-331-1858 EXT. 606-834 C 1993MBI 

Willabee & Ward 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, Conn. 06857 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1 - 8 0 0 - 3 3 1 - 1 8 5 8 E x t 6 0 6 - 8 3 4 Name. 

Please send me Cooper A-2 Genuine Leather Flying Jackets. 
Size (Even sizes 34-52): • Regular • Long 

Charge each of 6 installments of $4308* to my credit card. 
• MasterCard • VISA • Discover • Amer. Express 

Credit Card # Exp. Date 

Address. 

City/State/Zip. 

Signature 

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

(PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY, 

(All orders subject to acceptance) 

• I prefer not to use a credit card and will pay by check 
Enclosed is my check for $249 plus $9.50 shipping/ 
handling, a total of $258.50.* 

•Any applicable sales tax will be billed with shipment. 
Higher shipping/handling outside U.S. #606-834 



REGION ALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 

Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 
Ahtna, Inc., the Native Alaskan corpo
ration that owns land surrounding the 
entrance to Wrangell-St. Elias National 
Park and Preserve, announced in Sep
tember that it had issued its first log
ging contract for those lands. Approxi
mately 40,000 acres are to be cut. While 
the Park Service cannot prevent the 
logging, Superintendent Karen Wade 
and Dennerlein have expressed hope 
that they can work with Ahtna to limit 
the effect on Wrangell-St. Elias. 

HEARTLAND 

Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
This fall NPCA opened a Heartland 
regional office in the Minneapolis-St. 
Paul area. Its director, Lori Nelson, will 
work to protect national park sites in 
the Midwest and Great Plains, from the 
Dakotas south to Oklahoma and east to 
Ohio. Nelson, an attorney, was recently 
a candidate for the Minnesota State 
Senate, served on the staff of Rep. Collin 
Peterson (D-Minn.), and lobbied on 
environmental issues at the state level. 

NORTHEAST 

Bruce Craig, Regional Director 
The town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, 
is changing from a rural farming com
munity to a far-flung suburb for several 
mid-Atlantic cities. (See page 10.) To 
keep the historic setting of Gettysburg 
National Military Park intact as devel
opment spreads, the National Park 
Service has prepared a land-protection 
plan. The plan identifies important 
pieces of the battlefield deserving pro
tection as parkland. It also outlines a 
broad conservation strategy for the sur
rounding historic district, to be under
taken cooperatively by the park, local 
officials, and landowners. "Gettysburg 

is among the most important battle
fields in the public mind—look at the 
popularity of Ted Turner's recent movie 
Gettysburg," said Craig. "If the feel and 
character of the battlefield are to sur
vive, this kind of cooperation is abso
lutely essential." Craig has contacted 
the Park Service with his recommenda
tions on the plan. 

In the three days of fighting at 
Gettysburg, the greatest battle of the 
Civil War, more soldiers fell than in 
any battle before or since in North 
America. 

• 
Private landholders within Acadia Na
tional Park want the park's boundary 
shrunk so that they can build houses 
on undeveloped Round Pond. Recently 
they gained support for their position 
from the Acadia National Park Advi
sory Commission, which consists largely 
of local residents. The commission 
voted 6-5 August 31 in favor of the 
boundary change. Craig wrote to the 
advisory commission opposing the ef
fort. He pointed out that legislation 
Congress passed in 1986 to fix the park 
boundary was based on years of nego
tiations among environmental groups, 
neighboring towns, landowners, and the 
Park Service. 

The boundary cannot be altered 
without special congressional legisla
tion. To express opposition to the 
boundary change, write to Maine Sens. 
George Mitchell (D) and William 
Cohen (R), Washington, DC 20510. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
Washington Gov. Mike Lowry (D) 
wrote Crane this summer, expressing 
his support for the creation of an inter
national park in the North Cascades of 
Washington and British Columbia. 
"Our two nations have much to gain 
from such a park," Lowry said, calling 

for the remaining wilderness there to 
be protected "in its entirety." British 
Columbia Minister of the Environment 
John Cashore has described the pro
posed park as "a great idea." 

In September, forestry and parks of
ficials from the United States and 
Canada met to discuss ways to better 
protect the ecosystem. Crane had urged 
such a meeting between the two coun
tries. Although much of the North Cas
cades is already preserved as parkland, 
intensive clearcutting on the Canadian 
side has left biologists unsure whether 
endangered species in the area such as 
wolves, grizzlies, and lynx can survive. 

• 
More than 600 acres of Washington's 
rugged, scenic San Juan Islands, in
cluding some of the finest shoreline, 
remain untouched government prop
erty. The land consists mostly of old 
Coast Guard holdings now protected 
by the Bureau of Land Management. 
Crane is concerned about pressure on 
the bureau to sell the lands for develop
ment and is calling for them to remain 
under BLM protection. "Their loss," 
he said, "would affect the character of 
the islands as a whole," as well as nearby 
San Juan Island National Historic Park. 
The park contains the site of the British-
American "Pig War" of 1859 as well as 
pristine forestlands and beaches. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Terri Martin, Regional Director 
Rainbow Bridge in Utah, the world's 
largest natural bridge, is to the Navajo 
a sacred place. But for years it has not 
been treated as one, suffering instead 
from overcrowding, litter, high levels 
of noise, graffiti, and vandalism of an
cient rock art. The National Park Ser
vice, which manages the site as Rainbow 
Bridge National Monument, released a 
draft plan in 1990 that seemed unlikely 
to solve these problems. It would have 
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allowed annual visitation to increase 
threefold. The figure was based on the 
number of people who could fit onto 
the site's floating walkway and trail at 
once. The plan also called for paving 
areas leading to the natural bridge. 

Martin protested what she called the 
"how many people can fit into a phone 
booth" approach, stating that the plan 
"treats Rainbow Bridge as a sideshow, 
not a place of wonder and power." 

The final version of the plan, issued 
this summer, reverses the original ap
proach. Large groups of visitors will be 
allowed for only several hours each day. 
The rest of the day will be set aside for 
smaller groups. The plan also takes steps 
to prevent motorboating, water sports, 
and other incompatible activities from 
spilling over into the site from adjacent 
Glen Canyon National Recreation Area. 
Park guides will accompany all com
mercial boat tours to teach visitors about 
the geological significance of Rainbow 
Bridge and its cultural and religious sig
nificance to the Navajo. 

SOUTHEAST 

Don Barger, Regional Director 
The state of Tennessee refused this 
summer to issue a permit for a water 
supply dam on one of the major tribu
taries to Big South Fork National River 
and Recreation Area. 

NPCA and the National Park Ser
vice had written letters urging that 
Fentress County not be allowed to dam 
the North Prong of Clear Fork, part of 
a web of rivers flowing through the 
rugged, scenic gorges of the Cumber
land Plateau on the Tennessee-Ken
tucky border. 

Clear Fork, the state Department of 
Environment and Conservation pointed 
out, has been spared the acid and metal 
pollution from defunct mines that 
plagues many bodies of water in the 
area. As a result, reducing the influx of 
clear, fresh water it provides "would 
further disrupt and degrade the river 
system," the department wrote. 

Clear Fork is also home to at least 
one threatened species and is part of 
the most popular white-water rafting 
run within Big South Fork. 

The Blue Ridge Parkway winds for 470 
miles through the mountains of Virginia 
and North Carolina, linking Shenan
doah National Park at its north end 
with Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park to the south. The 27-mile stretch 
through Virginia's Roanoke Valley, 
however, is marked by some less pristine 
scenery: a rock quarry, petroleum tank 
farm, dam and power station, congested 
highways, and miles of subdivisions. 

NPCA, Friends of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway, and local citizens are urging 
Roanoke County to protect some still-
undeveloped areas along the parkway. 
Although numerous county officials 
have expressed support for the plan, a 
developer is at the same time pushing 
for zoning changes to allow dense resi
dential construction immediately adja
cent to the parkway. At press time, the 
Roanoke Board of Supervisors had 
scheduled an October meeting to de
cide whether to agree to the zoning 
change. NPCA is working with Friends 
of the Blue Ridge Parkway, the Park 
Service, state and local officials, and 
area residents to promote a compre
hensive look at planning strategies along 
the entire length of the parkway. 

SOUTHWEST 

David Simon, Regional Director 
A series of explosions 10,000 years ago 
left behind a landscape of lava forma
tions and extinct volcanoes in north
eastern New Mexico. The cone-shaped 
mountain at its center was added to the 
National Park System in 1916. But the 
boundaries of square-mile Capulin Vol
cano National Monument have never 
included the volcano's lower slopes. 
Two private cinder-mining operations 
have dug so deeply into those lower 
slopes that the park boundary fence now 
hangs in mid-air, and there is continu
ing erosion on the side of the volcano. 

The Park Service is preparing recom
mendations for expanding the park's 
boundaries, which would allow it to 
purchase the mining sites. The expan
sion would require congressional ap
proval, however. NPCA is urging quick 
action to prevent further damage to 
Capulin Volcano. 

MMYUCMS 
N A T I V E A M E R I C A N A R T S 

TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-662-4848 

Intl. (505) 242-5502 
Toll Free FAX 1-800-468-3236 

Visa • Mastercard • American Express 
$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

Mary Laura's • Box 12615-NPK 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87195-0615 USA 

To 7 1 
Catch * W 
a Dream . . . 
The story of the Dream Catcher is one of 
the most beautiful in Indian mythology. 

It is believed to have originated with the 
Oneida Indians in the northeastern part 
of the U.S. 

A Dream Catcher was usually placed above 
a baby's cradleboard. The web of the 
Dream Catcher would filter all dreams and 
let only the good dreams flow through the 
open circle. 

The Dream Catcher was kept throughout 
life and its power enhanced 
with fetishes and 
personal belongings. i 
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F O R U M 

New Direction 
forNPS 

Director Roger Kennedy shares his views 
on public service and the national parks. 

S OON AFTER ROGER KENNEDY be

came Park Service director this 
summer, National Parks sought 

his thoughts on the park system and the 
service. What follows is an excerpt from 
that interview. 

Q: What do you see as your priority for 
the Park Service? 

A: The restoration of the morale of the 
public servants. We need to restore or 
enhance their sense that they are appre
ciated as the hard-working, underpaid, 
frequently badly housed public servants 
that they are. And that goes for full-
time, seasonal, contract...rangers and 
bureaucrats and maintenance people 
alike. 

Q: You were quoted in a San Fran
cisco newspaper as saying that salaries 
for Park Service employees are a na
tional disgrace. 

A: They are. Job for job, Park Service 
people are underpaid. Not in all in
stances, but in those instances it is a 
disgrace. It 's an old complaint that 
needs to be dealt with.... What happens 
in any government...is that over time 
the pay scales and working conditions 
of people reflect a fairly accurate value 
system of the people in charge. And 
since we think parks are important and 
people who work in parks are impor
tant—and they are important—it will 

take us some time to reflect that more 
adequately. 

Q: You were also quoted as saying you 
had 500 ideas for the Park Service... 

A: I never said that. The Park Service 
doesn't need to be visited by genius, it 
has been visited by committee... .1 think 
the Park Service has been studied to 
death. It needs the articulation of what 
everybody has already tried to get 
done.... In the process of reorganizing 
and re-energizing the personnel system, 
there are few mysteries to be solved. 
The Vail Agenda is our agenda. [Na
tional Parks for the 21st Century: The 
Vail Agenda is a self-examination de
tailing the Park Service's persistent 
problems and addressing them with a 
series of recommendations. The find
ings came out of the 75th anniversary 
symposium held in Vail, Colorado.] 
. . .There are a lot of good ideas [in the 
Vail Agenda]. In each of these instances, 
what I've tried to do is to say, let's find 
people who care about these things and 
ask them to do it. 

Q: In your visit to Yosemite, you sug
gested that $5 a carload for a week was 
too low as an entry fee to the park. 
What would be a fair price? 

A: I don't know, but it isn't $5 a car
load for a week. Every park is different, 
every audience is different, the mix of 

people is different. I've gotten some 
good, intelligent, caring letters about 
whether or not the American people 
care enough about the parks to pop for 
them. I don't think we need to test that 
principle because the American public 
is doing pretty well. What we are not 
doing well is to have specific users re
spond to that use by paying differen
tially for those uses. I happen to think 
it's absurd for people my age to get in 
free. Some people who are my age are, 
if asked, perfectly willing to pop—and 
are probably in a reasonable position to 
do so.. . .We ought to provide sensible 
incentives for people to collect fees. If 
all the dough flows back into the gen
eral [treasury and not the parks], that 
seems to me to set a very low incentive 
for [the parks] to collect. 

[Kennedy also agreed with charging fees 
for commercial air and bus tours. A final 
budget measure was signed by Congress 
August 10 that included fees for tour 
buses throughout the National Park Sys
tem as well as air tours in Grand Can
yon, Arizona, and Haleakala, Hawaii.] 

Q: Would you support a reservation 
system on peak days? 

A: I think everybody would. It seems to 
me that it certainly is better for the 
visitor to know well in advance on cer
tain days that you have to have reserva
tions than to drive for two and a half 
hours and get turned around at the gate. 
But the key is to give people enough 
notice in advance that reservations are 
needed. 

Q: What is the role of parks: is it for 
recreation or to preserve habitat? 

A: All of the above, but not all in the 
same parks. All of the above, but each 
in its own place. It is a different thing to 
be in Gateway [National Recreation 
Area outside of New York City]...than 
it is to be in the backcountry of Yo
semite. So there is no generic answer. 
...I think we have to make it easier for 
people to find solitude. We can en
courage people in finding the park ex
perience as it was traditionally defined, 
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and encourage people to seek it, and 
that often means nothing more compli
cated than a mimeographed sheet tell
ing them how to get away from the 
crowd. We need to let them know that 
it is okay to park the car, close the door, 
and go for a walk—if you know where 
to walk. 

Q: What about parks as places to pro
vide habitat? 

A: They are laboratories, and they are 
preserves, and they always have been. 
We are not the only species. 

Q: You don't see the increase in visi
tation as a conflict? 

A: The increase in visitation is in al
most every instance to already impacted 
human habitat....Til [bet] . . . there are 
fewer people in Glacier backcountry 
today than there were in 1950. I'll bet 
that's true in the Smokies. My experi
ence in the Smokies is that once you 
get out of your car and stop looking at 
the leaves, there is an awful lot of 
Smokies and there's nobody there. 
Which is not to say there isn't a prob
lem, but let's get the problem where it 
is, which is on the road. 

Q: If you want to charge folks more 
than $5 per carload to get into the 
parks, would you consider charging for 
rescues? 

A: Sure—there's willing acceptance of 
risk. Some people do accept and court 
h igher risk than o the r s . . . .Chas ing 
around with helicopters, spread all over, 
it's very expensive. [Last year, the Park 
Service spent $3 million on search and 
rescues.].. .Certainly when someone has 
accepted and courted risk, and it has 
cost everyone else a lot to rescue them, 
if they are insured, it would seem a little 
unjust for that insurance not to help 
with the costs. I don't know the law, 
but I have a strong sense of justice. I 
myself have been rescued by a helicop
ter from great unpleasantness and I am 
grateful for that, but I guess I feel that I 
should have had to do something to 
express my thanks in a fiscal way. 

Q: Where were you plucked by a heli
copter? 

A: Nearly 50 years ago Irom the top of a 
mountain in Hawaii where I should not 
have been. So, yes, I have had that ex
perience. I do not know what the for
mula is here, but there has to be a for
mula that has to do with your fair share 
of the cost in rescuing you from some
thing that you decided to do. 

NPS Director Roger Kennedy. 

Q: In 1988, the National Park Service 
issued a report on air quality in the 
parks which stated that scenic vistas 
were affected by man-made air pollu
tion more than 90 percent of the time 
in the lower 48 states. What initiatives 
do you plan to undertake to enhance 
air quality? 

A: Everything I can think of! 

Q: Would you consider seeking re
gional haze regulations from the Envi
ronmental Protection Agency? 

A: I don't know whether I would or 
not, but it sounds like a good idea. 
What would make a difference? I don't 

know that yet. 

Q: What is your perception of public 
service, and how does your wearing a 
ranger's uniform fit that perception? 

A: It says I'm one of you and we're 
proud. 

Q: Does the park system currently of
fer a balanced representation of 
American history? Or is it lacking in 
sites to represent episodes in history? 

A: It's not lacking in sites; every site 
has a cultural connection. Let's try 
Yellowstone. Yellowstone National 
Park—one of the most revered sites of 
the Hopewell Indians in Central Ohio. 
...[Just as cultural sites have a natural 
connection.] And there is at least a 
half an acre, probably three acres, of 
old growth behind Arlington House 
[formerly the mansion of Gen. Robert 
E. Lee and his wife, Martha Custis, 
and now part of Arlington National 
Cemetery]. Never been cut, never been 
farmed. 

Q: Are there elements of the Ameri
can story that are not represented? 

A: Of course there are. There are 
people in the American story that are 
underrepresented too, and in the Park 
Service, too. There's so much more 

talk than there is action—ask me again 
in three years. 

Q: You brought new thinking to the 
Smithsonian, presenting not just the 
pretty aspects of American history. 
What kind of new thinking will you 
bring to the parks? 

A: I didn't do the internment exhibi
tion [exploring the period when more 
than 120,000 Japanese-Americans were 
imprisoned for the duration of World 
War II] because I wanted to rejoice in 
grief. It was because we have learned, 
and we don't want it to happen again. 
The point is, we don't have to invent 
unpleasantness, all we have to do is to 
reflect on the experience in such a way 
that we can learn from it. 
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Modern-day "soldiers" re-enact the 
battle of New Market, one of many 
Civil War battles fought in Virginia's 
Shenandoah Valley. 

The Last Valley 
Campaign 

As development marches across Virginia's Shenandoah Valley, 
residents, historians, and preservationists are mount ing a 

WM defense of Civil War battlefields. 
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STANDING ON THE BRIDGE over In

terstate 81 at the New Market 
battlefield, it's hard to imagine that 

North and South ever fought bitterly in 
the Shenandoah Valley. The steady 
drone of tractor trailers has long since 
replaced the sputter of muskets and the 
flash and roar of cannon, and the unin
terrupted stream of commerce and the 
passage of time have muted the parti
san feelings that set these regions against 
each other. 

Now, residential, industrial, and 
commercial development in the valley— 
nurtured by major thoroughfares such 
as 1-81—threatens to obscure the tan
gible evidence of the conflict entirely. 
There is a real danger that if we don't 
act soon, the forests and fields where 
frightened, desperate men fought for a 
cause they believed in will be overrun 
one last and final time. 

One hundred and thirty years ago, 
the Shenandoah Valley was one of the 
most fiercely contested regions in the 
country. In 1862 Maj. Gen. Thomas J. 
"Stonewall" Jackson entered the valley 
with 17,000 men and outmaneuvered 
three Union armies twice his size, forc
ing the North to divert troops from 
Richmond and setting the stage for Gen. 
Robert E. Lee's invasion of Maryland. 

Two years later, Maj. Gen. Philip H. 
Sheridan struck hard from the north, 
crushed Confederate armies sent to stop 
him, and burned the farms that blan
keted the valley. He brought the South
ern capital to its knees by depriving it 
of the livestock and grain that its citizens 
and their defenders needed to survive. 

Both campaigns were "as crucial in 
shaping the course and ultimate out
come of the war as were Antietam, 
Vicksburg, Chickamauga and Chatta
nooga—yes , even as impor t an t as 
Ge t ty sbu rg itself," says James M. 
McPherson, the Princeton historian 
who won a Pulitzer Prize for his Civil 
War study, Battle Cry of Freedom. Yet, 
except for a few private efforts, the 
Shenandoah Valley battlefields are 
completely unprotected. 

New Market, site of a decisive 1864 battle, 
is one of the few Shenandoah Valley 
battlefields that is privately protected. 

In February 1993, Rep. Frank R. 
Wolf, whose congressional district was 
recently rewritten to include the north
ern half of the valley, introduced a bill 
to establish the Shenandoah Valley 
National Battlefields as a unit of the 
National Park System. Similar legislation 
followed in May, sponsored by senators 
John Warner and Charles Robb of Vir
ginia and Sen. James Jeffords of Ver
mont. 

These bills are noteworthy not simply 
because they aim to protect a crucial 
part of our national heritage. They re
flect a grassroots philosophy that, from 
the very start, involves local govern
ments, citizen groups, and preserva
tionists in creating national parks. And 
they are based on the understanding 
that national parks need not be large 
blocks of contiguous land, but can em
brace scattered sites. NPCA and like-
minded groups played a decisive role in 
drafting this legislation. 

THERE IS LITTLE QUESTION a b o u t 

the importance of the Shenan
doah Valley in Civil War history. 

The average American may have a hard 
time placing Front Royal and First 
Winchester, Cross Keys and Port Re
public, but mention Jackson's valley 
campaign, and eyes light up. Jackson 
understood the strategic importance of 
the valley. It angles east as the Shenan
doah River flows north, making it an 
ideal corridor for advancing Confeder-

Graves of Confederate soldiers till Stone
wall Cemetery near Opequon Creek, site 
of the battle known as Third Winchester. 

ate t roops to launch an attack on 
Washington. It even served Jackson's 
purposes in retreat, forcing pursuing 
Union troops farther and farther away 
from Washington as they marched 
south. 

In 1862, the professor-turned-general 
defeated three Northern armies in a 
single month, not merely because he 
appreciated the valley's strategic poten
tial but because he mastered its topog
raphy. He used the Blue Ridge Moun
tains that form the valley's eastern wall 
to screen his troop movements from 
the Union command, and he made a 
p rac t i ce of keep ing Massanu t t en 
Mountain, a high ridge that divides its 
northern portion into two smaller val
leys, between his troops and his oppo
nents. Jackson also knew every back 
road, river crossing, and bridge between 
Staunton and Winchester and turned 
them to his advantage as his "foot cav
alry" covered more than 650 miles in 
five weeks. 

One of the keys to Jackson's success 
was the map he ordered from Jedediah 
Hotchkiss. In the spring of 1862, Jack
son asked Hotchkiss to "make me a 
map of the Valley." The resulting map, 
measuring three by eight feet, served as 
the blueprint for Jackson's campaign. 
It traces more than 4,500 roads, pro-
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vides 230 historic place names, locates 
260 mills, forges, schools, churches, and 
tollhouses, and identifies more than 
1,000 farms by the name of the resi
dent, in addition to providing topo
graphical and watershed information. 

Between May 8 and June 9, Jackson 
defeated Union forces at McDowell, in 
the rugged mountains just west of the 
valley, overran a detached Union force 
at Front Royal, routed Union defenders 
at Winchester, and stopped two Union 
columns before they could unite below 
Massanutten Mountain by attacking 
them individually at Cross Keys and 
Port Republic. 

His campaign demonstrates how an 
inferior force can, through fast move
ment, surprise attack, and intelligent use 
of the terrain, mount a successful cam
paign against much larger armies. In 
five weeks, he inflicted more than 7,000 
casualties at a cost of only 2,500. Gen. 
Norman Schwarzkopf recently credited 
Jackson's campaign as a model for his 
strategy in Iraq. 

The valley campaigns of 1864, 
though not as well known as Jackson's 
valley campaign, also provided a fore
taste of what future wars would be like. 
In March 1864, Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant made a priority of breaking the 
Confederate hold on the valley. During 
the summer, the valley changed hands 
several times, with battles fought at New 
Market, Piedmont, Cool Spring, and 
Second Kernstown. 

In October, after a series of pitched 
battles with the Confederate army of 
Lt. Gen. Jubal A. Early at Opequon 
and Fisher's Hill, Sheridan introduced 
the concept of total war. Sheridan re
ported, "I have destroyed over 2,000 
barns, filled with wheat, hay, and farm
ing implements; over 70 mills, filled with 
flour and wheat.... When this is com
pleted, the Valley from Winchester up 
to Staunton, 92 miles, will have but little 
in it for man or beast." Sheridan finally 
took control of the valley by routing 
Early's cavalry at Tom's Brook and 
turning the tide of battle at Cedar Creek. 

Sheridan's string of victories in 1864 
had political as well as strategic impor
tance. After taking 100,000 casualties, 
Union assaults on Richmond and At

lanta had bogged down, and growing 
antiwar sentiment jeopardized Lincoln's 
re-election. The success of Sheridan's 
campaign proved a tremendous morale 
booster for the North and restored 
confidence in the administration. 

ACIVIL WAR VETERAN returning to 
the battlefield at Cross Keys or 
Port Republic would have little 

trouble recognizing it even today, for 
the valley has retained much of its rural 
character. Peter Svenson, author of 
Battlefield: Farming a Civil War Battle
field, an account of building a home on 
40 acres at the site of the Battle of Cross 

Keys, writes that after the war, scores 
of German and Swiss carpenters fanned 
out across the valley and made a living 
replacing the barns that Sheridan had 
razed. Their handiwork still stands and, 
in fact, farming is almost as important 
to the valley economy now as it was 
during the Civil War. William Veno, 
director of planning for Rockingham 
County, points out that Augusta, 
Rockingham, and Shenandoah counties, 
the site of seven major battles, are 
among the top five agricultural coun
ties in Virginia. 

But development has not sidestepped 
the Shenandoah Valley. In many areas, 
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particularly around Winchester, the 
conditions that drew armies to clash at 
a specific spot—the intersection of ma
jor highways, a rail head, or a hill with a 
panoramic view—are just the conditions 
that encourage development. The pop
ulation density of Frederick County, 
which surrounds Winchester, grew from 
69 people per square mile in 1970 to 
110 in 1990. This growth has been ac
companied by a decline in acreage under 
cultivation. Between 1964 and 1987, 
farm acreage in Frederick County 
dropped 27 percent, and the battlefields 
of First Winchester and Opequon (or 
Third Winchester) were almost entirely 
overwhelmed. Although most of the 
other battlefields retain at least a fair 
amount of integrity, nearly all are subject 
to some form of threat, either from 
residential, commercial, or industrial 
development, or from highway con
struction. 

The interstate highway system, built 
in the 1960s, stimulated much of the 
change that the valley has witnessed in 
the last 25 years and in itself has been 
particularly unsparing of the battlefields. 
The Park Service calls this highway 
program "the single most destructive 
event in the history of these battlefields." 
Interstate 81, which runs the length of 
the Valley parallel to the old Valley 
Turnpike, cuts across eight battlefields, 
and 1-66 intersects two. 

WHITE THE EFFORT to save the 
Civil War battlefields in the 
Shenandoah Valley has been 

a top agenda item for several preserva
tion groups, the legislative drive to pre
serve the battlefields owes much to a 
senator from Vermont. In 1989, the 
125th anniversary of the Battle of Ce
dar Creek, Sen. James Jeffords visited 
the Shenandoah Valley spot where the 
Vermont Brigade had made a heroic 
stand during that battle. "The Vermont 
legislature had passed a resolution ask
ing its congressional delegation to do 
what it could to maintain the monu
ment that veterans of the brigade had 
placed there after the war," says Jef
fords. He found the monument over
grown and much of the battlefield un
protected. 

Returning to Washington, Jeffords— 
working with Virginia senators John 
Warner and Charles Robb—proposed 
legislation that resulted in the National 
Park Service (NPS) undertaking a study 
of Civil War sites in the Shenandoah 
Valley in 1990. "It became apparent to 
me," Jeffords remarks, "that if we didn't 
act soon, we would lose part of our 
heritage forever." 

NPS issued a first draft of the report 
in October 1991. As a historic treat
ment of the major events of the Civil 
War in the valley, it is an impressive 
piece of work. Official Civil War records 
document 326 armed clashes in the 
Shenandoah Valley; of these, the Park 
Service identified 15 battles of major 
significance. Wherever possible, re
searchers walked the battlefields, locat
ing such remains as earthworks and 
burial sites and assessing their condi
tion. They determined the boundary of 
the study area and defined each battle-
field's core area—the amount of land 
considered crucial to understanding and 
interpreting the conflict. NPS also pro
vided a detailed assessment of the 
threats to each battlefield and ranked 
them by condition and current risk to 
preservation. 

But for all the effort that went into 
producing it, the report did not contain 
strong enough recommendations for 
battlefield preservation, a circumstance 
that led landowners, preservation 
groups, officials from local government, 
representatives of the tourism industry, 
and economic development councils to 
form their own working group. The 
purpose of the group was to develop a 
bill for a battlefield national park that 
would be acceptable to landowners and 
preservationists—a bill that the Virginia 
delegation could introduce in Congress. 

"This was really a grassroots effort," 
comments NPCA Northeast Regional 
Director Bruce Craig. "Our role was to 
first help the grassroots organizations 
determine objectives and then gather 
all their ideas, offer our experience in 
creating new parks, and finally help 
them craft a doable bill." 

The groups began meeting in January 
1992, and each brought a different per
spective to the discussions. NPCA's 

New Market: 
A Model 

Development surrounds the New 
Market Battlefield Historical Park. 

THE EXPERIENCE OF the N e w 
Market Battlefield Historical 

Park provides a model of how Shen
andoah battlefields might be pre
served. The Virginia Military Insti
tute created the park in 1967 to com
memorate the role of VMI cadets at 
New Market. Ed Merrell, director 
of the 280-acre facility, notes that 
45,000 visitors stop each year to visit 
the Hall of Valor and walk the 
battlefield. 

"We've learned how to encour
age visitors to visit each of our three 
separate parcels of land, and we've 
learned the importance of working 
closely with the surrounding com
munities, issues the Park Sendee will 
have to master if the battlefield 
preservation bill is passed," he says. 

But the park has felt pressures of 
development. "Just in the last year, 
the town of New Market has an
nexed properties on its north and 
south borders," Merrell notes. 
"They've created major new subdi
visions, and Main Street has lost 
several historic structures. The pas
sage of a bill might encourage locali
ties to do better planning. As an or
ganization, we don't consider it re
strictive. It opens up possibilities for 
us to share our expertise and form 
partnerships with the Park Service." 

The bill is endorsed by the New 
Market Battlefield Historical Park, 
the New Market Area Chamber of 
Commerce, and the Shenandoah 
County Board of Supervisors. 
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partner in the effort to preserve the 
Shenandoah battlefields is the Associa
tion for the Preservation of Civil War 
Sites. For A. Wilson Greene, APCWS 
executive director, the battlefields are 
irreplaceable for those who hope to take 
a full measure of our history. "Only by 
walking the actual ground where men 
fought and died," he insists, "do you 
gain an emotional appreciation of their 
ordeal, something that can't be gained 
from sitting in your armchair reading a 
book." 

James McPherson seconds Greene's 
view. He recalls the experience of a 
student of his who spent her senior year 
studying the Union defense of Little 
Round Top at Gettysburg. "As we 
walked across the field toward the hill," 
he recalls, "she began to weep." 

Greene and McPherson also stress 
the substantial economic benefits that a 
park would bring to the region. Ac

cording to June Wilmot, executive di
rector of the Winchester/Frederick 
County Economic Development Com
mission, most of the economic benefit 
from the proposed park will come from 
support services such as restaurants and 
motels rather than from federal spend
ing on the park itself. And these are 
benefits, she points out, that can be 
gained without local governments' in
vestment in infrastructure like schools, 
water lines, and sewage treatment 
plants. 

In McDowell, a quiet town some 30 
mountainous miles west of the valley, 
these benefits seem particularly attrac
tive. Richard Hevener, a member of the 
Highland County Board of Supervisors, 
admits that "most of the McDowell 
battlefield land is already in the hands 
of preservationists and it's too rugged 
to farm, so we have nothing to lose. 
We're too far out of the mainstream to 

attract much industry, so we think we 
can benefit from tourism." 

Bill Veno, the planner from Rock
ingham County, takes a more cautious 
approach. "Because we're an agricul
tural area, our battlefields are much 
better preserved than those in the 
northern end of the valley," he notes. 
"As a result, there is less support for 
intervention. So far, we've been suc
cessful in using local regulations to limit 
development around Port Republic, but 
there is no guarantee that the battle
fields will be protected in the future. 
We are looking for a way to preserve 
farmland and battlefields at the same 
time." 

One thing all parties agree on, how
ever, is that the proposed national bat
tlefield will help preserve the valley's 
distinctive character and heritage not 
only for the people who live there but 
for citizens of other states as well. "Our 
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Port Republic (left) has changed little 
since Civil War days. While most of the 
battlefields retain a fair amount of 
integrity, the site of the first battle of 
Kernstown (right) is among those now 
surrounded by strip development. 

Civil War history is part of the way we 
think about ourselves," declares Wil-
mot. "It would be a tragedy if we forgot 
it." 

In May 1992, a first draft of the pro
posed legislation was readied and cir
culated for comments. In September, 
NPCA played a key role in crafting a 
second draft incorporating these com
ments. When the second draft was is
sued and sent out for endorsements, 
"every local jurisdiction signed off on 
it," says Craig. "No landowners ob
jected, as they helped fashion the bill." 
With the help of NPCA and APCWS, 
the citizen group was able to present 
the Virginia delegation with the text of 
a bill that already had gained solid 
support among its constituents. 

"In creating a Shenandoah battle
fields park," says Congressman Wolf, 
the bill's sponsor in the House, "we are 
moving in the spirit of reconciliation 
and trying to avoid the acrimony that 
has developed from land takings in the 
past." Under the proposed legislation, 
the Park Service would purchase lands 
within a "historic core" area and acquire 
property in the surrounding study area 
through donation or land swap. No 
property would be seized through emi
nent domain; land would be purchased 
only from willing sellers. In preserving 
lands, the Park Service would pursue 
such nonadversarial tactics as purchas
ing development easements from farm
ers, which would preserve the land 
without restricting their ability to farm, 
and acquiring the right of first refusal, 
so that core lands could be tagged for 
acquisition at some future date. The 
bill also authorized federal grants to 
local governments and regional entities 
to cover the cost of developing plans 
for conserving the battlefields' historic 
character. 

The cooperative spirit that infuses 
land preservation and planning would 
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also infuse the governing structure of 
the park itself. The House bill calls for 
a commiss ion—composed of local 
landowners and officials as well as his
torians and preservationists—to prepare 
a framework for establishing the park 
within three years. The Senate bill calls 
for the immediate creation of the park 
from 1,140 acres already in the hands 
of preservation groups and the estab
lishment of a similar commission to 
guide additional purchases. Despite 
these differences, both the House and 
Senate bills agree that community in
volvement is instrumental in creating 
the park unit free of the controversy 
that has surrounded preservation at such 
Civil War battlefields as Manassas and 
Brandy Station. 

One reason that it has taken so long 
to include the Shenandoah battlefields 
in the park system is that the scattered 
events of a military campaign do not 
conform to the traditional concept of a 
national park as a contiguous block of 
land. The bills, in providing for the 
preservation of the Shenandoah battle
fields, offer a model "partnership park" 
for other groups attempting to preserve 
sites of historic significance. For ex
ample, "the idea of creating a historic 
corridor [has] application to the Lake 
C h a m p l a i n a rea , " c o m m e n t s Sen. 
Jeffords, "which witnessed the major 
campaigns of the French and Indian 
War." 

The bills do more, however, than 
preserve battlefields. Both bills call for 
a major interpretive focus on the expe

rience of the people living in the valley, 
not just the soldiers who fought there. 
The lives of civilians were disrupted— 
Winchester, for instance, changed hands 
12 times—and their livelihood was de
liberately destroyed, yet little is under
stood about the experience of everyday 
people who suddenly found themselves 
in the midst of a battlefield, their crops 
ruined and their homes converted to 
field hospitals. "When people come to 
visit us," observes Ed Merrell, director 
of the New Market Historical Battlefield 
Park, "they are often as interested in 
the families who lived here as they are 
in the soldiers who fought here." Under 
similar provisions in both bills, educa
tional and interpretive programs would 
be conducted at two NPS visitor cen
ters—one in the upper valley and one 
in the lower. 

PERHAPS THE BEST—and sim
plest—argument for the bills 
comes from author Peter Sven-

son, owner of a 40-acre portion of Cross 
Keys. "Civil War battlefields are our 
roots," he says. "If we let them be de
stroyed, we lose our connection with 
the past. I look out my window and see 
40 acres that are still relatively un
touched, but it is in an area that is being 
increasingly encroached upon. The next 
130 years won't treat this landscape as 
kindly as the last 130. We must think 
about the future." 

Charles Feigenoff is a free-lance writer 
based in Greenwood, Virginia. 
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THE INFORMATION GAP 
The National Park Service is hampered by a lack of 

knowledge about the ecological makeup of the parks. 

By Bill Sharp and Elaine Appleton 

R ESEARCH BIOL(X;ISTDavid Graber 
cannot find his frog. He knows 
it was here—somewhere—in 

Sequoia National Park, but nobody has 
seen the foothill yellow-legged frog in 
the park since the late 1970s. No one 
warned of the amphibian's impending 
demise; the creature passed unnoticed 
from the California park. No one real
ized the frog was gone until the mid-
1980s; repeated checks failed to turn 
up any specimens. 

Not only is Graber 's frog apparently 
gone from Sequoia, but any theories 
that could explain why are simply con
jecture. Still, it is a measure of inventory 
efforts at the park that the disappear
ance of the frog was noticed at all. Some 
species "lost" in one national park may 
be "found" in another. For instance, 
even though the foothill yellow-legged 
frog is no longer in Sequoia National 
Park, it survives elsewhere. The discov
ery that a species is lost to a particular 
park "is almost always serendipity," says 
Graber, research biologist at Sequoia, 
unless a species has been declared en-

The Park Service's efforts to catalog 
species are scattered at best, unless the 
creature has been declared endangered, 
such as the Florida panther, and is being 
carefully monitored. Fires, a necessary 
ingredient in the sequoia's ability to 
reproduce, were suppressed for a time 
because of a lack of information. 

dangered and is, therefore, being care
fully monitored. 

Most people think that national parks 
have been thoroughly studied for years, 
and that they are immutable preserves 
with species well understood. This no
tion is not only wrong but dangerously 
misleading. Quite simply, the National 
Park Service (NPS) suffers from an em
barrassing lack of knowledge about the 
species in its parks. And as the 1992 
Science in the National Parks study 
states, "Informed resource management 
is impossible without science in its 
broadest sense—that is, the acquisition, 
analysis, and dissemination of knowl
edge about natural processes and about 
the human influences on them." 

More than a dozen other studies is
sued over the past few decades by 
NPCA, the National Academy of Sci
ences, and the Park Service itself all 

suggest that there is a woeful lack of 
information about the species that live 
in and depend on the parks. 

Although land-use decisions should 
be based on a thorough understanding 
of which creatures and plants are living 
where and what sorts of changes will 
affect their survival, NPS efforts to 
catalog species and gather scientific in
formation about them are scattered at 
best. In fact, no national park has ever 
been the subject of a complete biologi
cal inventory. 

Because information is sparse or 
nonexistent, "lots of species could be 
disappearing and we wouldn' t even 
know about it," says Thomas J. Stohl-
gren, ecologist and global change re
search coordinator for the Park Service's 
Colorado Rockies biogeographical area. 
"They never appeared on our species 
lists." 

The Clinton Administration has am
bitious plans to change this through a 
program of shared science called the 
National Biological Survey. Interior 
Secretary Bruce Babbitt plans a more 
aggressive approach to preserving eco
systems and wildlife, involving a cam
paign to reverse years of underfunding 
and neglect in research programs. But 
it remains to be seen how this program, 
which got under way in October, will 
affect the Park Service. The effort will 
be nothing if not an uphill climb. 

In 1992, working with James F. 
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Quinn of the Division of Environmen
tal Studies at the University of Califor
nia at Davis, Stohlgren drew attention 
to the poor state of biotic inventories in 
40 Western national parks and monu
ments. They found that species lists for 
most of the parks are less than 80 per
cent complete. "Only a small number 
of parks are doing systematic invento
ries," says Stohlgren. But when they are 
able to do them, researchers can some
times increase significantly the number 
of listed species. Over the past decade, 
a handful of these parks added 1,439 
vascular plants, 111 birds, and 15 
mammals not previously recorded. 

Even these new lists may be insuffi
cient. The two researchers found that 
classification and sampling schemes are 
inconsistent from one park to another. 
This discrepancy hampers understand
ing of particular species, which in turn 
affects the Park Service's ability to make 
sound management decisions. In the 
past, exotic fish were introduced to 
improve recreational opportunities 
without thought to the implications for 
native species. And because of a lack of 
scientific information, fires were sup
pressed in the parks, leading to unan

ticipated changes in the character of 
forests. 

In addition, plants other than trees 
and creatures such as insects receive 
little if any attention. "I think we've 
done a good job of surveying...the 
charismatic megafauna, the bears, elk, 
wolves, and other large animals. But 
we've done a pretty miserable job on 
the rest," says Stohlgren. About half of 
the parks surveyed in the 1992 study 
reported essentially no research on in
vertebrates or nonvascular plants— 
major components in maintaining the 
health of an ecosystem. 

In fact, "Lots of parks have no formal 
biological studies at all," says Quinn. 
But compiling even a partial inventory 
for any one park would be a full-time 
job for a number of years, he says. 
"There is no right way to do this, and 
that is one of the problems," he adds. 
"The way to think about biological 
surveys is that we know almost nothing. 
We have little bright spots of knowledge 
in a sea of ignorance." 

A yet-to-be-published nationwide 
study found that less than 25 percent of 
parks maintain maps of vegetation, soils, 
or geology. It reviewed natural resource 

information from 252 national parks and 
monuments and was conducted by 
Stohlgren, Quinn, Gary Waggoner of 
the NPS Geographic Information Di
vision, and Michael Ruggiero, chief of 
the NPS Wildlife and Vegetation Divi
sion, who is now on loan to the National 
Biological Survey. 

Lack of detailed information is so 
pervasive that when a 1986 article ap
peared in Ecology magazine charging 
that nearly 40 species had vanished from 
many parks, NPS had to scramble to 
refute the charges. The author had relied 
on outdated, confusing park records as 
a basis for his article. In some instances, 
a number ol the species in question had 
never been in the parks. In other cases, 
individual park employees knew the 
species were alive and well, but NPS 
had no written records to offer as proof. 
The Park Service was unable to gather 
enough data to disprove the charges 
until 1992, six years after the article 
first appeared. 

"We really know much less about 
the national parks and other Interior 
Department lands than the public ex
pects," says Quinn. "You would think 
that you can call up and find out where 
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in the parks we have red foxes, but I 
can assure you...we often just don't 
know." 

Smaller parks share these problems, 
and frequently have even fewer re
sources to either inventory or monitor 
their plant and wildlife populations. 
Even so, these areas provide habitat 
crucial to a variety of creatures and 
plants, a point underscored by Stohlgren 
and Quinn in a 1991 study comparing 
six small northern California national 
park units with Sequoia-Kings Canyon 
National Parks. 

For a park of any size, however, the 
rule for many years has been species 
management by crisis, says Bob Cun
ningham, general superintendent of the 
NPS Southern Arizona Group in 
Phoenix. "As management problems 
come up, we prevail on our scientists or 
on university scientists to do a study," 
says Cunningham. "Where the problem 
is reasonably obvious, we devote our 
resources to it, but we are not blessed 
with anything left over to spend on is
sues that are not crises." For instance, 
he says, "We're not surveying reptiles." 

Because they are comparatively un
disturbed, parklands are ideal places to 

monitor phenomena such as global cli
mate change, ozone layer depletion, and 
pollution. But funding for science has 
always been a problem. "Only 2.3 per
cent of our NPS budget goes to support 
scientific research...," Stohlgren says. 
"Good industrial companies often 
spend at least 10 percent on research 
and development. We've been spending 
about one-fifth of that for years." In 
1992, the Park Service's inventory and 
monitoring program received about $2 
million to $3 million in funding, ex
panding to $4 million to $5 million with 
the 1993 program. To position itself to 
receive the funding it needs, the Park 
Service began an inventory pilot pro
gram, which will cost more than $20 
million. The total needed to reverse 
years of neglect and underfunding 
would be more than $200 million. 

While the problems seem over
whelming, the Park Service's science 
program has had some bright spots. At 
Channel Islands National Park, off the 
coast of southern California, research 
marine biologist Gary E. Davis and his 
colleagues are actively studying 500 of 
the 2,000 or so species in the park, in
cluding 100 marine varieties. 

The Park Service has gathered information 
on large mammals, such as bears, elk, and 
wolves, but has few data on birds such as 
the Louisiana heron, shown in the Ever
glades, or invertebrates, such as the moth 
(Clodius parnassian) at Crater Lake 
National Park. 

Davis is assembling what he calls an 
early warning system for endangered 
species and ecosystems at Channel Is
lands. Rather than waiting for crises to 
develop for wild populations, Davis 
gathers information on selected species 
on a routine basis to construct baseline 
information. 

"There aren't many long-term eco
logical monitoring efforts in the parks," 
says Davis. "We tend to work mostly 
with theory—testing these theories with 
observation is rare. Part of why we need 
long-term observation in the national 
parks is to be able to make better pre
dictions of what will happen when we 
change these systems." 

That changes will take place in park 
ecosystems is a given, but what Davis 
hopes to provide is a better under
standing of where these changes lead 
over time. He points to the fishing in
dustry, which reduced several species 
of abalone in succession nearly to ex
tinction. Populations of pink, red, green, 
white, and, finally, black abalone all 
have been exhausted along the southern 
California coastline, says Davis. Al
though some areas were closed to aba
lone harvesting 15 years ago, the stocks 
have not recovered. Whether this is due 
primarily to continued poaching or to 
some fundamental change in the eco
system remains unclear. These are the 
kinds of questions Davis hopes to an
swer, and these are the kinds of disap
pearances he hopes to prevent with an 
early warning system. 

In creating more comprehensive in
ventories and early warning systems, the 
Park Service does not have to go it alone. 
Some of the most promising efforts to 
date are cooperations between the Park 
Service and The Nature Conservancy. 
For 18 years, the Conservancy has been 
building an international network of 
biodiversity data centers, called Na
tional Heritage Programs. In 1987, 
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The Park Service's science program 
already has shown some signs of change. 
Until recently, fires were suppressed 
throughout the park system, a practice that 
was changing the character of some 
forests. NPS now engages in "prescribed" 
burning in some areas, a process which in 
fact can help plants with reproduction. 
Some creatures, such as the tree frog, 
above, and nonvascular plants, such as 
lichen, left, have suffered over the years 
from lack of attention, but the Clinton 
Administration has plans to change that 
through the National Biological Survey. 
The survey, a federal program of shared 
science, is an ambitious approach to 
preserving eco-systems and wildlife. 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
became the first national park to adopt 
The Conservancy's program. "Before we 
had a heritage program, a lot of our 
information was in the brains of em
ployees who had worked here a few 
years," says Keith Langdon, Great 
Smoky's supervisory natural resource 
specialist. "There was no institutional 
memory; there was no logical way to 
prioritize species for monitoring and 
protection." 

By cataloging species' rarity in 82 
centers across the Western Hemisphere, 
the heritage program provides a rational 
way to establish priorities for species 
protection. For instance, says Langdon, 
"we knew gnome finger lichen was 

found around the Southern Appala
chians, but apparently most of the spe
cies is found within park boundaries. 
Recent [heritage] information says it has 
declined outside the park; we don't 
know why." Because of this informa
tion, says Langdon, they decided to raise 
the priority for monitoring the lichen. 

Combining in-park inventories with 
those outside has such value that other 
parks are now cooperating with The 
Nature Conservancy. This year, NPS is 
providing logistical support to the effort 
to found the Grea te r Yellowstone 
Conservation Data Center, headquar
tered in Mammoth Hot Springs. The 
center will inventory species throughout 
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem, 

including two national parks, the John 
D. Rockefeller Parkway, seven national 
forests, Bureau of Land Management 
lands, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
refuges, and private holdings. 

In addition to the programs already 
under way, the Park Service will benefit 
from the National Biological Survey 
(NBS), which took over much of inven
tory and monitoring design work with 
improved funding aimed specifically at 
science on U.S. public lands, including 
completion of a species inventory. 

Since 1885, the United States has 
struggled to complete a biological sur
vey—against apparently overwhelming 
odds. A Division of Economic Orni
thology and Mammalogy formed in the 

Department of Agriculture in 1885, 
evolving into the Bureau of Biological 
Survey, only to disappear into the Inte
rior Department 's Fish and Wildlife 
Service in 1940. A poorly funded and 
nearly unknown Office of Biological 
Services survived within Fish and 
Wildlife until 1986. 

This year, the Clinton Administration 
decided to try again. Interior Secretary 
Babbitt suggested the idea for the Na
tional Biological Survey, which would 
include research scientists from Fish and 
Wildlife and NPS, as well as from other 
Interior agencies. 

Earlier this year, the Park Service's 
Gary Davis presented a paper titled: 
"The National Biological Survey: An 

Agenda Driven by Biotic Resource 
Trends," which gives some indications 
of the direction this agency may take in 
meeting its objectives. Davis identifies 
four threats to natural ecosystems: 
unsustainable consumption rates of re
sources, such as ancient forests and 
fishery stocks; land-use practices that 
fragment habitats; human alteration of 
air, water, and soil that destabilizes 
ecosystems; and the spread of alien 
species. 

To help deal with these threats, NBS 
will develop techniques for restoring 
ecosystems; devise better measures of a 
system's dynamics, including the roles 
played in those systems by various spe
cies; create models for predicting eco

system behavior; and develop the best 
approaches to manage these systems. 

The boundaries of parks are only 
lines on maps. Because species are af
fected by land-use changes outside the 
parks as well as within them, the Park 
Service will surely benefit from these 
cooperative species inventory efforts. 
"We have a lot to learn about the plants 
and animals in our national parks—what 
they are, where they are, how healthy 
they are, and what roles they play," says 
the Park Service's Stohlgren. "That in
formation affects every important deci
sion we make." 

Bill Sharp and Elaine Appleton last wrote 
about the Everglades for National Parks. 
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Both Stephen Mather, the first Park 
Service director, and Robert Sterling Yard, 
the agency's first public relations man, 
believed there was a need for a private 
organization, not beholden to government, 
to watch over the national parks and 
protect these public lands against those 
who might compromise the parks' 
integrity. Both men were instrumental in 
forming NPCA. Mather, third from left in 
the photo above, and Yard, fourth from 
left, above, were among those celebrating 
the dedication of Rocky Mountains 
National Park in 1915. Yard, right, also 
took time from his busy schedule to 
vacation at Yosemite in California. 
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75th Anniversary: 
A Retrospective 

Charting the Course 
Seventy-five years ago, NPCA's founders established a 
mission that continues to guide the association today. 

By John Miles 

NEARLY 75 YEARS AGO, a small 
group of scientists and educa
tors gathered at the Cosmos 

(dub across from the White House in 
Washington, D.C., to establish a group 
dedicated to protecting the national 
parks. 

In the previous decades, conserva
tionists had rallied to defend the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains as well as birds be
ing slaughtered for their meat and 
feathers; why not a group to champion 
the national parks? 

The National Park Service (NPS) had 
been formed three years before, but the 
group believed the infant service needed 
a private organization, not beholden to 
government, to engage in battles against 
dam builders, sheep herders, and others 
who might violate the integrity of the 
national parks. The time was right to 
organize, and the National Parks and 
Conservation Association—originally 
called the National Parks Association 
(NPA)—was born at that Cosmos Club 
meeting May 19, 1919. 

Robert Sterling Yard, a journalist, 
editor, and businessman, led the effort 
to create the association. The small, in
tense, hard-working Yard served as a 
one-man public relations staff for the 
recently created NPS. He had worked 
with Stephen Mather, founding director 
of the Park Service, on the staff of the 

New York Sun in the early 1890s. 
Mather brought Yard to Washington 
to promote both the parks and the 
agency charged with managing them. 
Considered a valuable addition to the 
team, Yard, then 58, received his salary 
directly from Mather. 

Yard was a pivotal figure in the Na
tional Parks Association. Though not a 
young man, the organized and re
sourceful Yard had remarkable energy 
and stamina. Under his leadership, the 
association became the principal citizen 
guardian of the national parks. He 
would remain a key figure in its history 
for nearly a quarter century. 

Yard believed inspiration and edu
cation were the principal values of na
tional parks, and when the National 
Park Service was established in 1916, 
he began promoting education within 
the new agency. But this did not ignite 
the small NPS staff still struggling to 
define its mission, to set up its organi
zation, and to build its presence in 
Washington. 

After a year of frustration, Yard de
cided to create an education committee 
outside government. He found scientists 
and educators receptive to the idea, so 
in June 1918 they organized the Na
tional Parks Educational Committee. 
Charles D. Walcott, a distinguished 
geologist and president of the National 

Academy of Sciences, was elected 
chairman. William Kent, a national park 
enthusiast, former congressman from 
California, and donor of Muir Woods 
National Monument, became vice 
chairman. Prominent Washington civic 
leader Henry B. F. Macfarland was 
named chairman of the executive com
mittee, and Yard became executive 
secretary. The mission would be "to 
educate the public in respect to the na
ture and quality of the national parks 
[and]...to further the view of the na
tional parks as classrooms and museums 
of Nature." 

The National Parks Educational 
Committee had 25 founding members, 
and Yard worked for the next 11 
months to recruit more. By April 1919, 
membership had grown to 72 people, 
most of whom were leaders in science 
and education. Although the group 
considered the committee temporary, 
they agreed to form a more permanent 
organization—the National Parks As
sociation—if sufficient interest in their 
agenda existed. 

Support for a permanent organiza
tion was strong, and even Mather fa
vored the idea. Yard had, Mather noted, 
suggested the idea in 1916, but World 
War I intervened. Mather proposed 
Yard as the association's executive sec
retary and pledged $5,000 for the 
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secretary's salary and organization ex
penses. Mather offered to do this be
cause he loved the national parks and 
was sure "that the association, once it 
is...launched, will play an important part 
in their success." 

Yard and his associates wanted to 
protect parks from loggers, dam build
ers, and other developers as well as pre
serve national park ideals. This might 
mean shielding the parks from those 
who wanted the areas to serve a purpose 
other than one of inspiration or educa
tion. The association founders saw in 
the emerging National Park System the 
best expressions of the designs of na
ture. While the association supported 
the aim of expanding the National Park 
System, it believed any additions should 
satisfy the highest standard. Yard was 
careful not to tread on the toes of his 
friend and benefactor Mather, but he 
was concerned about the government's 
intent. The time might come, Yard be
lieved, when a group like NPA would 
be forced to challenge the Park Service. 
The service might be on the right path 
now, he said, but NPA must be created 
and "a basis for common working... es
tablished as precedent for later periods 
when...politics may plunge the service 
so deeply into the tape basket that 
policies become prostituted and vision 
lost," a prediction that would be borne 
out during the 1980s. 

NPA would have three central mis
sions, fundamental principles for the 
association to this day: to advocate and 
protect high standards in enlarging and 
managing the National Park System; to 
encourage use of the parks for their 
highest purposes of education and in
spiration; and to defend national parks 
from those who might damage them. 

When the National Parks Association 
was founded, the park system was 
evolving, its future uncertain. Would 
the system, as the association's founders 
believed it should, be "complete and 
rational" and include "the full range of 
American scenery, flora, and fauna..." 
in areas identified by their extraordinary 
significance? Or would the system in
clude units of lesser quality? The 
founders feared that Congress might 
add units of less than national signifi-

NPCA continues to defend Yellowstone's 
impressive geysers against those who 
would exploit their geothermal energy. 

cance, as they believed it had with Piatt 
National Park in Oklahoma, redesig
nated in 1976 as Chickasaw National 
Recreation Area. Today the association 
continues to struggle with this issue. 
And as the number of park visitors 
climbs unabated, one question remains 
central: what purpose do the parks 
serve? The association's founders 
struggled with this same question 75 
years ago: would the national parks be 
preserves, museums, and natural class
rooms, or resorts, playgrounds, and 
recreation areas? 

During the park system's early years, 
Mather aggressively promoted new 
parks and enlisted the support of auto
mobile clubs, railroads, and chambers 
of commerce in his initiative. Though 
the association carefully avoided even 
implied criticism of Mather, it was con
cerned about the suggestion of boost-
erism for the future of the system. 

And what of national monuments? 
What should they be, and how should 
they be selected? Presidents beginning 
with Theodore Roosevelt had created 
monuments under the Antiquities Act, 

legislation that allowed them to do so 
without gaining approval from Con
gress. As a result, NPA maintained that 
national monuments "have been created 
hit or miss, chosen without plan or 
purpose, upon chance suggestions." The 
association committed itself to defining 
standards for selecting monuments and 
proposed that "a permanent committee 
of historical and scientific experts" be 
formed to apply the criteria. (Such a 
committee appeared as the Secretary of 
the Interior's Advisory Board on Na
tional Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings 
and Monuments in the early 1930s.) The 
association, stocked as it was with sci
entists, was certain a system that made 
sense could be achieved. 

The founders' ambition was for their 
organization to become the heart of a 
national effort on behalf of parks. They 
understood the need to build coalitions. 
Yard was charged with building a 
membership and a presence for NPA 
in national park and conservation af
fairs. To launch his membership cam
paign, Yard searched for an opportunity 
to prove NPA's spirit. His first skirmish 
was what he called the "elk opportu
nity" in Yellowstone National Park. Too 
many elk, a damaged range, and summer 
drought followed by deep winter snow 
drove the hungry elk beyond Yellow
stone's boundaries, where they were 
slaughtered by hunters. The killing 
outraged park and wildlife advocates, 
who called for measures to stop it. 

The Park Service began feeding the 
elk. Yard sent out bulletins carrying 
information about the animals and 
seeking donations. Any money received 
was passed along to the Park Service. 
NPA maintained that the Yellowstone 
elk herds must be protected. The herds 
"must be kept within limits of size which 
a reasonable range will support," but 
killing by hunters was not an acceptable 
way to achieve this goal. In April 1920 
Yard could report to the association's 
700 members that the animals had sur
vived the winter. 

The elk crisis helped NPA make a 
name for itself. Funds were raised, 
members were educated, and a long 
campaign involving hunting and wildlife 
was launched. This episode, only the 
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NPA helped Mather and Yellowstone 
Superintendent Horace Albright, right, 
deflect a reservoir proposal from the park. 

first in a long line, would give the fledg
ling organization an opportunity to 
demonstrate its aims and methods. 

That spring brought another oppor
tunity for Yard to establish the associa
tion in the national effort for park pro
tection. Yellowstone was again the 
subject of controversy, but this time the 
issue concerned water for irrigation and 
protecting national parks from intru
sion. Rep. Addison T. Smith of Idaho 
introduced a bill into the 66th Congress 
proposing an irrigation reservoir in the 
Falls River-Bechler River basins within 
the southwest corner of the park. The 
water would flow to farmers in Idaho. 
Director Mather and Yellowstone Su
perintendent Horace Albright did their 
best to slow necessary surveys of the 
basins, while NPA and other organiza
tions opposed the legislation at con
gressional hearings. The reservoir threat 
was, at least temporarily, averted. 

Soon the association was in another 
battle, this time over legislation to cre
ate a Federal Power Commission (FPC) 
to permit water development on public 
land, including national parks. A dam 

had been authorized nearly a decade 
earlier in Yosemite's Hetch Hetchy 
Valley, and national park defenders 
were determined not to allow another 
such intrusion in the National Park 
System. The struggle raged through the 
halls of Congress, and NPA became a 
full-fledged foot soldier to combat what 
Yard called "The War on the National 
Parks." 

Influential Western interests sought 
access to the parks through the Federal 
Power Commission, and in the first 
congressional round, they pushed 
through a bill giving the FPC jurisdic
tion over park waters. To counter these 
Western forces, Yard worked to develop 
a network. 

Working with groups such as the 
Appalachian Mountain Club, Sierra 
Club, and Mountaineers, Yard set up 
regional organizations in various cities 
throughout the country. But his most 
important allies were the National As
sociation of Business and Professional 
Women and the General Federation of 
Women's Clubs. Established in every 
congressional district, these clubs pur-
suecl a legislative agenda as part of their 
regular activity. Yard recruited and re
ceived their support, creating a lasting 
alliance that would be a significant in

gredient in building NPA's influence. 
With help from these clubs, Yard 

won partial victory in the struggle over 
the Federal Power Act. An amendment 
to the act stipulated that the FPC could 
not authorize water projects in existing 
parks and monuments but could do so 
in any new units unless specifically 
prohibited. Yard warned the trustees 
that the defense of national parks against 
water projects would be a long struggle. 
His words would prove prophetic. In 
1993 NPCA issued Park Waters in 
Peril, a report detailing the magnitude 
of the threats to water throughout the 
park system. 

By the second annual meeting in 
1921, the association could claim 1,300 
members. It watched Congress closely 
from its Washington base, while alerting 
people across the nation when threats 
to the national parks occurred. The as
sociation could also apprise members 
and others of opportunities to improve 
and strengthen the National Park Sys
tem. This was not the form of education 
initially envisioned by the founders, but 
they saw its importance and would 
pursue other projects as time and re
sources allowed. 

NPA's founders clearly believed the 
National Park Service could not (and 
perhaps would not) undertake certain 
projects. Politics to some degree would 
dictate the policies of the service, which 
would be subject to the will of Congress 
and the executive branch of govern
ment. The founders were idealists who 
believed they could work for the "big 
fruits of the national parks movement... 
unhampered by politics and routine." 
While so far the association had worked 
alongside the service, the founders 
awaited the time when they would stand 
firm for their ideals against powerful 
political forces within the government. 

John Miles teaches environmental stud
ies at Western Washington University 
and is writing a book about NPCA to 
celebrate the association's 75th anniver
sary. This is the first in a series of four 
articles about the association. The next 
article will focus on the fight to establish 
standards for selecting park sites. 
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A C C E S S 

Frozen 
in Time 

Some of the world's most significant deposits of fossils 
are preserved in U.S. national parks. 

By Clayton E. Jackson 

M n lie INS OF YEARS ago, animals 
such as gazelle-camels and 
rhinoceroses roamed a land 

covered with plants much different from 
those of North America today. 

Sometimes natural catastrophes, such 
as severe drought, felled large numbers 
of these ancient creatures and plants at 
one time, freezing an unusual collection 
of species in one place. Over the mil
lennia, time and the elements trans
formed many of these creatures into 
fossils. Some of their images remain in 
such extraordinary detail that separate 
species of insects are identifiable. 

Fossils, it seems, have always fasci
nated humans. For instance, at John 
Day Fossil Beds National Monument, 
the excavation of an American Indian 
site turned up a fossil leaf collection 
belonging to the former occupants. 
Fossils continue to captivate thousands 
of visitors, and the National Park System 
offers a world-class selection of sites. 
At least 50 areas within the park system 
protect significant fossil remains, and 
of those more than a dozen were estab
lished for their unique deposits. 

Hagerman Fossil Beds NM 
Among the newest national monuments 
in the park system, Hagerman Fossil 
Beds National Monument in south-
central Idaho offers one of the largest 
and best preserved collections of fossils 
in the world. 

Dedicated in 1988, Hagerman has 

been described as having the best vari
ety, quantity, and quality of fossils for 
the Pliocene epoch, providing a glimpse 
of a nearly intact 3.5-million-year-old 
ecosystem. More than 100 species of 
vertebrates have been identified. Dis
coveries made at Hagerman changed 
the way paleontologists viewed the his
tory of the Earth, according to a Na
tional Park Service (NPS) study. 

Large aquatic creatures are well rep
resented in the fossil remains, as are 
other fauna, including swans, ducks, 
cormorants, ground sloths, saber-
toothed tigers, ground squirrels, mast
odons, camels, deer, and a variety of 

turtles, frogs, snakes, and snails. 
Hagerman is most famous for its 

"horse quarry," where more than 150 
individual fossils of horses have been 
found. The site was first excavated in 
1929 by a crew working for the 
Smithsonian Institution, and the mu
seum has a full-scale Hagerman fossil 
exhibit of its own. Fossils from this site 
are found in natural history museums 
throughout the world. 

Because it is a relatively recent ad
dition to the park system, the monu
ment is still in the curb development 
stages, and visitors are urged to call or 
write before traveling to the park. A 
visitor center is scheduled to open by 
late 1993, and limited services will be 
available by early 1994. Future plans 
include providing access to the Snake 
River, which winds through the national 
monument, as well as a research center 
that would accommodate visitors. 

Besides its world-class collection of 
fossils, Hagerman is one of the few park 
system units that contains ruts made by 
wagons using the Oregon Trail. 

For additional information, contact 
Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monu
ment, P.O. Box 570, Hagerman, ID 
83332. 

Florissant Fossil Beds NM 
High in the Rocky Mountains may seem 
an unlikely spot tor a fossil deposit, but 

Snake River at Hagerman Fossil Beds National Monument, Hagerman, Idaho. 
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Visitors to Florissant Fossil 
Beds National Monument can 
see petrified tree stumps 
along the Petrified Forest 
Loop Trail. In addition, 
fossils of some of the insects 
found at the monument, such 
as this wasp, can be viewed at 
the visitor center. 

a few miles south of Florissant, Colo
rado, is an area that boasts one of the 
best collections ot insect fossils in the 
world. Fossils of dragon Hies, beetles, 
ants, butterflies, and other insects are 
nearly perfectly preserved here. 

Florissant Fossil Beds protects an 
area that some 35 million years ago was 
a sickle-shaped lake formed by lava 
flows. Giant redwoods, some more than 
250 feet tall, bordered the shore of the 
lake. Stumps of these ancient redwoods 
are among the items preserved at the 
site. Intermittent volcanic ash settled in 
and around the ancient lake, trapping a 
large variety of insects, animals, and 
plants. As the ash compacted, it even
tually transformed into shale. 

Florissant's fossil deposits, first dis
covered by Dr. A. C. Peale of the U.S. 
Geological Survey in 1874, have few 
rivals. Some 1,100 species of insects have 
been identified at Florissant, including 
all of the known New World butterflies 
of the era. Fossils of some of the insects 
and plants found at the monument are 
on display inside the visitor center. 

The giant petrified forest is the star 
attraction for those visiting the monu
ment. The Petrified Forest Loop Trail 
winds around several exposed stumps. 
The trail eventually leads to the "Big 
Stump," which is 12 feet high and 38 

feet in circumference. If the tree repre
sented by that stump were alive today, 
it would be nearly 300 feet tall. In 1893, 
attempts were made to cut the Big 
Stump into sections to haul it away to 
Chicago for the Columbian Exposition. 
Broken saw blades—evidence ot these 
failed attempts—are still visible in the 
top of the stump. 

About a dozen stumps are exposed 
at the monument, and park paleontolo
gist Bill Dexter believes another 100 
stumps may still be buried. 

For more information, wri te to 
Florissant Fossil Beds National Monu
ment, P.O. Box 185, Florissant, C O 
80816. 

John Day Fossil Beds N M 
Preserved in the desert hills of eastern 
Oregon is one of the world's most 
complete fossil records. The three units 
of John Day Fossil Beds National 
Monument preserve a 40-million-year 
record of plant and animal life; fossil 
beds that extend over five million years 
are considered rare. 

Fossils came to be at John Day in a 
variety of ways. Leaves fell into old 
lakebeds and were covered by sedi
ments. Mammals became fossils when 
they fell into sinkholes, or their remains 
were buried by either river sediments 

or volcanic debris. 
The monument encompasses 14,000 

acres in three separate units, Sheep 
Rock, Painted Hills, and Clarno. Each 
offers a distinct record of history. At 
Sheep Rock the mammals are the most 
important fossils, among them the 
oreodont, a pig-size creature that grazed 
in herds. Painted Hills includes many 
plant fossils, and Clarno offers several 
significant fossil sites, among them the 
Clarno Nut Beds. The Nut Beds pre
serve more than 300 plant species, in
cluding some standing fossil trunks. 
Fossilized leaf imprints and fossilized 
seeds indicate a variety of species in
cluding palm, fig, cinnamon, cycad, and 
tree ferns. Two trails allow visitors to 
see embedded plant remains. 

Also at Cla rno is the Hancock 
Mammal Quarry. Visitors can tour the 
Hancock Field Station, operated by the 
Oregon Museum of Science and In
dustry. Several programs are offered for 
those interested in the geology, paleon
tology, and ecology of central Oregon. 

The current visitor center is in an 
old ranch house at Sheep Rock and fea
tures fossils recovered from the John 
Day Basin. The visitor center is open 
daily from March to October but closed 
weekends and holidays during the win
ter months. Visitors also can tour a 
laboratory that demonstrates how fos
sils are prepared and preserved. 

For more information, write to John 
Day Fossil Beds National Monument, 
420 West Main Street, John Day, OR 
97845. 

Agate Fossil Beds N M 
The Agate Springs Ranch located in 
western Nebraska along the Niobrara 
River has changed little since it was ac
quired by Captain James Cook in 1887. 
The area was established as Agate Fos
sil Beds National Monument in 1965. 

At the beginning of this century, 
Agate Springs Ranch became a haven 
for noted paleontologists. In 1904 O. 
A. Peterson from the Carnegie Museum 
began the first scientific excavations on 
a conical hill overlooking the ranch. A 
year later, Professor E. H. Barbour from 
the University of Nebraska began simi
lar operations on an adjacent hill. The 
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hills became known as Carnegie and 
University hills. 

The paleontologists found dozens of 
complete skeletons in their repeated 
excavations. The prevailing theory is 
that the "bonebed" at Agate is a 19-
million-year-old waterhole where thou
sands of drought-stricken rhinoceroses 
and horse-like chalicotheres perished. 
The chalicotheres or Moropns was an 
odd-looking creature with clawed feet 
and a neck and body like those of a 
modern giraffe. 

Visitors to Agate Fossil Beds will 
discover plenty to see and do. A paved 
interpretive trail leads to quarry sites 
on both Carnegie and University hills. 
The fossil layer is partially exposed at 
both sites, and visitors can see rhinoc
eros and chalicotheres bones in their 
natural state. Another trail leads to two 
examples of the so-called devil's cork
screws, which perplexed paleontologists 
initially. The mystery was solved when 
the remains of beaver-like animals were 
found inside some of the corkscrews, 
actually fossilized burrows. The ancient 
beaver, or Palaeocastor, lived a life 
similar to a modern-day prairie dog, 
and was land-oriented rather than wa
ter-oriented. 

A new visitor center was dedicated 

in November 1992, and exhibits are ex
pected to be in place by June 1995, the 
monument 's 30th anniversary. Plans 
include placing 100 Lakota artifacts 
from the extensive Cook collection on 
display and making fossil casts of some 
of the best Agate specimens currently 
on display at the Denver Museum of 
Natural History and the University of 
Nebraska Museum. 

For more information, contact Ag
ate Fossil Beds National Monument, 
P.O. Box 27, Gering, NE 69341. 

Fossil Butte N M 
Some 50 million years ago, southwest 
Wyoming had a wet, semitropical envi
ronment. Near the present-day town of 
Kemmerer, an enormous lake teemed 
with life. Six-foot gars, bowfins, sting
rays, turtles, and more than 20 other 
freshwater species swam in the waters 
ot what is now called Fossil Lake, which 
was 50 miles long and up to 15 miles 
wide. Crocodiles lay in wait along its 
shores, and insects, birds, and bats 
drifted overhead. 

As these creatures died, they sank to 
the bottom of the lake, settling into the 
ooze. The water in Fossil Lake eventu
ally disappeared, leaving behind a large 
basin and the most noteworthv record 
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John Day Fossil Beds National Monument 
in Oregon is made up of three separate 
units, Sheep Rock, Painted Hills, and 
Clarno. The appropriately named Painted 
Hills is shown at left. Above is a fish fossil 
found at Fossil Butte National Monument 
in Wyoming. 

of freshwater fossil fish ever found in 
the United States. 

Fossil Butte National Monument 
protec ts a por t ion of this ancient 
lakebed. Thousands of fossils are still 
preserved in the 20- to 30-foot-thick 
fossil-bearing layer at the monument. 
"These species are so perfectly pre
served that it is like a snapshot," said 
park ranger Marcia Sagnant. Skin, 
scales, teeth, delicate tail rays, and fins 
can all be seen in detail. 

One of the more interesting phe
nomena has been the unearthing of what 
are called "mass mortality" layers. In 
three such layers, all of the fish appeared 
to have died at the same time. The 
commonly held theory is that these 
massive die-offs resulted from sudden 
temperature changes. A seven-foot by 
four-foot "mass mortality" slab is on 
display in the visitor center, where 
people can also see fossils being pre
pared lor relocation to museums. The 
slab contains 356 fish, representing 
three distinct species. 

Several short hiking trails are also 
available. The historic quarry trail al
lows visitors to get a good look at fossils 
in their natural condition, and trailside 
exhibits recount some of the history of 
fossil collecting. 

For more information, write to Fos
sil Butte National Monument, P.O. Box 
592, Kemmerer, WY 83101. 

Clayton E. Jackson is a free-lance writer 
and photographer who lives in Los An
geles, California. 

44 November/December 7993 

< 
7 / -
7. 
J. 

7L 

— 



Soaring spirit... 

down-to-earth 
value! 

PLATE >LS 

111 the heart of a deep canyon where the air 
is clean and the winds whisper secrets, a 
lone brave sicks guidance from his eagle 
spirit. As sou can see, this majestic work 
that captures the feeling of man and nature 
in perfect harmony is quite handsome— 
and quite affordable, too. 

Just one look will convince you: The 
Crestley Collection offers you an excep

tional plate at an exceptional price. 
And make no mistake, at $19.95 
"Kagle Dance" is a real value. 

This stunning piece by artist 
l.ane Kcndrick is re-created 

on a 7>i-inch line porcelain 
plate. Beautifully detailed 

n lifelike colors, it is 
hand-nuinhered, comes 
with a Certificate of 
Authenticity, and has 
a great 90-day 
money-back guar
antee. 

So act now. 
Orders will Ire 
Idled on a first-
come first-serve 
basis. And an 
affordable col
lectible plate like 

this is sure to dance 
off in no time. Send 

no money—just fill 
out the coupon and 

mail today. 

More than you expect, for 
much less than you expect—from 

The Crestley Collection, a trusted 
affiliate of The Bradford Exchange. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

The Crestley Collection 
9204 Center lor the Arts Drive 
Niles.IL 60714-1300 

I B S ! Pleose enter my order for "Eagle Dance." I understand I need 
send no money now. I will be billed $19 .95 * when my plate is shipped. 
Limit: one plate per order. 
Pleoie ropond by: December 30, 1993 

Signature. 

Name 

Address. 

City State . Z i p . 

Phone J ) 
*Ptus S2 99 postage ond handling Illinois residents oddSl.71 soles tox. Pending credit approval 
© 1 9 9 3 the Crestley Collection VOB-100 80021-126391 

http://Niles.IL


N O T I C E S 

Scholastic Joins NPCA 
NPCA has joined with Scholastic Inc., 
the nation's leader in educational mar
keting, to develop a special program to 
mobilize students throughout the 
country to join in March for Parks, 
America's largest walk for parks. 

March for Parks coincides with Earth 
Day and will take place April 22-24 in 
each of the 50 states. Participants can 
raise money for a particular project at 
their local park, and all of the money 
generated will go toward that project. 
The Scholastic Youth Service Program 
seeks to educate today's youth about 
the value of the National Park System, 
encourage youth service activities in 
parks, and create "park advocates" 
among the students. Proposed activities 
include tree plantings and park clean
ups. More than 250,000 classrooms will 

be a part of the Scholastic Youth Pro
gram. For more information on the 
Scholastic Youth Service Program, 
contact Richard K. Delano at Scholas
tic Inc., 730 Broadway, New York, NY 
10003. To get involved with March for 
Parks, contact Grassroots, NPCA, 1776 
Massachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, 
DC 20036. 

Parks in Crisis 
For the third consecutive year, NPCA 
has issued a critical report examining 
the problems ot the National Park Ser
vice. Released to mark the service's 77th 
anniversary, National Parks in Crisis is 
based on the results of a survey of 14 
national park superintendents. The re
port presents a snapshot of visitation, 
staffing, resource management, un-
lunded maintenance programs, and 

other problems. The first report,/! Race 
Against Time, was released to coincide 
with the Park Service's 75th anniver
sary. Copies ol National Parks in Crisis 
are available by writing NPCA, Mem
ber Services, 1776 Massachusetts Ave., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

Annual Report 
Throughout the year, NPCA testified 
before Congress; worked on more than 
120 bills; and held meetings, confer
ences, and workshops to protect and 
augment the National Park System. 
NPCA made progress on a number of 
issues this year, attaining some long-
term goals. 

NPCA scored a major victory by 
shitting the focus for generating more 
revenue from the public to commercial 
users of the parks. NPCA suggested that 
commercial users of the parks should 
pay for their access before visitors pay 
more. NPCA pointed out that each year 
hundreds of air, sea, and land tour op
erators charge tourists for trips into the 
parks but pay the Park Service little or 

THINK OF NPCA THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
Looking for the perfect gift idea? We have several suggestions on how you can help us better protect our national parks. Put us on 
your holiday list and make a donation, in whole or in part, toward any of the following items. Thanks for your support! 

FOSTERING CITIZEN 
ACTION 
Citizens must be kept informed about 
the issues and threats affecting our 
national parks so they can act to 
protect them. 

• Establish an NPCA Legislative 
Action Fund to notify citizens at the 
local level about park issues as well as 
generate their support in resolving 
them. $20,000 

• Provide a scholarship for a partici
pant in NPCA's citizens' conference in 
May 1994. The conference, to be held 
in San Francisco, will bring together 
275 representatives from citizens' 
organizations and the Park Service to 
define the role of citizen involvement in 
park protection for the 21st century. 
$850 per scholarship 

• Update, print, and distribute ap
proximately 125,000 copies of NPCA's 
How To Have A Quality Visit brochure. 
This pamphlet provides readers with 
helpful tips on how to maximize their 
park visit while minimizing their impact 
on fragile park ecosystems. $20,000 

EQUIPPING NPCAS 
REGIONAL OFFICES 
During the past two years. NPCA 
opened three new regional offices: 
Heartland (Minneapolis), Northeast 
(Washington, D.C.), and Southeast 
(Tennessee). Each office needs: 

• Laptop computer and modem $2,000 
• Laser printer $1,000 
• Fax machine $1,000 

PROMOTING LEADERSHIP 
As citizens, we have a responsibility to 
help protect and preserve the "common 

treasury" that we have set aside for 
ourselves and for generations to come. 
One way of ensuring that we pass on 
the legacy of our national parks is by 
exposing today's students to the issues 
that confront our parks and providing 
them with the expertise and skills they 
need to help protect them. 

• Fund a 12-week intern position at 
NPCA. Our Conservation Programs, 
Grassroots, and Editorial departments 
need highly motivated and committed 
student interns throughout the year. 
$2,500 per intern position 

Send your contribution to NPCA's 
Holiday Wish List, 1776 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 
For more information on supporting 
these programs or others, contact Ms. 
Jessie A. Brinkley. Dir. of Develop
ment, 1-800-NAT-PARK. ext. 130. 

46 November/December 1991 



n o t h i n g tor the privi lege. A final mea

s u r e i n c l u d e d fees for t o u r b u s e s 

t h r o u g h o u t the pa rk system as well as 

air t o u r s in t h e G r a n d C a n y o n in Ari 

zona a n d Ha leaka l a in Hawa i i . 

N P C A ' s intensive w o r k to reform the 

na t iona l p a r k concess ions system also 

pa id off this year. R e p . J a n Meyer s (R-

Kans . ) i n t r o d u c e d leg i s la t ion in t h e 

H o u s e ident ical to Sen. Da le B u m p e r s ' 

(D-Ark. ) concess ions reform bill , wh ich 

N P C A s u p p o r t s . T h i s is t h e latest s t ep 

in N P C A ' s o n g o i n g ba t t l e t o increase 

fund ing to t he p a r k s . 

P a r k p r o t e c t i o n is o n e of N P C A ' s 

mos t i m p o r t a n t miss ions , a n d in 1993 

the associa t ion w o n a series of bat t les 

o n this f ront . N P C A h e l p e d to secure 

p r o t e c t i o n for Y e l l o w s t o n e N a t i o n a l 

P a r k , w h i c h con t a in s m o r e geo the rma l 

activity t h a n a n y w h e r e in the wor ld . 

N P C A s u p p o r t e d a recen t c o m p a c t be 

tween t h e s ta te of M o n t a n a and the 

Na t iona l P a r k Service that p ro tec t s t he 

p a r k f rom t h e effects of g r o u n d w a t e r 

exp lo i t a t i on . N P C A also testified be

fore C o n g r e s s in favor of t he O l d Fai th

ful P r o t e c t i o n Act , wh ich w o u l d p ro 

vide au thor i ty a n d funds to i m p l e m e n t 

t he c o m p a c t a n d e x t e n d safeguards to 

o t h e r s tates b o r d e r i n g the pa rk . 

T h i s year, legislat ion to establ ish a 

nat ional park in the Mojave Deser t m a d e 

significant p rogress a n d faces its bes t 

c h a n c e ever of passage . N P C A testified 

in s u p p o r t of t he bill , wh ich w o u l d ex

p a n d two na t iona l p a r k s a n d des igna te 

a th i rd . T o g e t h e r wi th o t h e r conserva

t ionis ts , N P C A w o r k e d h a r d this year 

to o p p o s e efforts to allow h u n t i n g in the 

p r o p o s e d Mojave Na t iona l Pa rk . 

As a p r inc ipa l p layer in the Ever

glades Coal i t ion , N P C A has h e l p e d to 

m a k e the Everg lades a pr ior i ty for the 

In t e r io r D e p a r t m e n t . I n t e r i o r Secre ta ry 

Bruce Babb i t t , E n v i r o n m e n t a l P r o t e c 

t i o n A g e n c y A d m i n i s t r a t o r C a r o l 

B r o w n e r , F l o r i d a G o v e r n o r L a w t o n 

Chi les , a n d m o r e t h a n 200 o the r s at

t e n d e d the 8 th A n n u a l Everg lades Coa

l i t i o n C o n f e r e n c e c o o r d i n a t e d b y 

N P C A . As a result of a suggest ion m a d e 

by N P C A P r e s i d e n t Pau l C. P r i t c h a r d , 

Secre tary Babb i t t a n n o u n c e d the cre

at ion of an in te ragency task force to 

c o o r d i n a t e a r e sponse to the p r o b l e m s 

of the Everg lades . T h e task force will 

p r o v i d e overal l federal d i r ec t i on for 

rescuing the Everg lades . T o e n s u r e that 

act ion is taken, t he Everglades Coal i t ion 

has re leased its o w n res tora t ion plan 

for this u n i q u e na tu ra l r esource . 

N P C A released Park Waters in Peril, 

a r e p o r t summar i z ing the mos t press ing 

p r o b l e m s conf ront ing pa rk waters , such 

as d a m s and po l lu t ion . T h e r e p o r t — 

m a d e poss ib le by the g e n e r o u s s u p p o r t 

of the Dav id a n d Lucil le P a c k a r d a n d 

the T i d e s f o u n d a t i o n s — r e c o m m e n d s 

so lu t ions a n d out l ines case s tudies of 

12 uni ts in the Na t iona l P a r k System, 

i n c l u d i n g E v e r g l a d e s N a t i o n a l P a r k . 

T h e case s tudies discuss the i m p o r t a n c e 

of wa t e r to pa rk values , h ighl ight sig

nificant th rea t s , a n d e x a m i n e the o b 

stacles to p ro t ec t i on efforts. 

Besides devo t ing a t t en t ion t o p r o 

tect ing pa rk wa te r s , N P C A con t inues 

t o b e a recognized leader in the field of 

vis i tor i m p a c t m a n a g e m e n t . In J u n e 

N P C A c o n d u c t e d a two-day w o r k s h o p 

DISCOVER THE 
BEST OF ALASKA 

Including Glacier Bay National Park is a 
MUST on any Alaska trip — or it's an ideal 
Mini-Vacation destination on its own. Spec
tacular Scenery, Wildlife, Whales and Gla
ciers. Deluxe Accommodations. Day-Cruise 
to the Glaciers, or multi-night comprehen
sive cruises throughout the Bay. Guided 
Sportf ishing. Kayaking. Park Service Natu
ralist programs. And much more. Call or 
Write for colorful brochures. 

in USA & Canada 
for Brochures, Call 1-800-451-5952 

^ . ALASKAS __ 

Glacier Bay 
ir-TOURS AND CRUISES' 

520 Pike St., Sui te 1610 Seat t le . WA 98101 

World's Best Travel Videos 
Ideal for Travel Planning 

Whether it's for business or pleasure, 
make sure your trip is the best it can be 
with a little help from these videos. 
Find out what 's a "must see" and avoid 
the annoying — and costly — delays 
of not knowing what to see or how to 
get around. 

Excellent Quality 
Award-winning cinematographers 

and travel professionals team up to give 

you an intimate view of the world's most 
popular destinations. Our videos come 
from the best names in travel: Fodor's, 
Video Visits, and Reader's Digest. 

A Great Gift! 
A travel video is a great gift because 

it combines thoughtfulness, practicality 
and excitement. Every traveler loves 
these videos. Now with this special 
offer you can treat someone you care 
about to a gift they will enjoy again 

and again! 

S a v e $5 .00 
Order two or more videos 

and take $5.00 off your order. 
A great way to get the titles 
you want and save money. 
Comes with a 30-day satis
faction guarantee. 

Call for a free catalog 

• $24* Spain (#102) 
• $24* France (#119) 
• $29* Italy (#130) 
• $29* Ireland (#134) 
• $29* England (#208) 
• $24* Calif. (#757) 
• $24* Wash.DC (#609) 
• $29* Hawaii (#936) 

Total cost $ _ 
- d i scoun t $ _ 
+ $4"5 S & H $ _ 

(CA & TN residents, 
please add sales tax.) $ 

You pay on ly $ _ 

• $24* Gr. Canyon (#907) 
• $24* Yellowstone (#906) 

Call toll free today 

1-800-669-4486 
Or ma i l /FAX your order to: 
International Video Network 
370 JD Yarnell Industrial Parkway 
P.O. Box 460 
Clinton, TN 37717-9902 
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for Costa Rican park service and tour
ism officials seeking advice from NPCA 
on how to accommodate the growing 
number of visitors to their parks. 

N P C A ' s grass roots d e p a r t m e n t 
made strides this year, expanding its 
network of full-time regional offices to 
the Northeast and Southeast. The Park 
Activist Network, a coalition of NPCA 
members , volunteers, and advocacy 
groups, now numbers more than 6,000. 

According to the audited financial 
statements for the fiscal year, NPCA's 
total operating income for 1993 was 
$12.3 million. Percentages of total ex
penses were as follows: program ser
vices 75.1 percent, fund raising 8.7 per
cent, membership recruitment 13 per
cent, and management and general 3.2 
percent. 

F ind out more abou t N P C A ' s 
achievements, missions, and programs 
by writing for the free 1993 annual re
port at NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts 
Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

Tours/Travel 
Archaeological Tours—Exciting new winter tours to 
fabulous Maya ruins of Mexico & Central America. 
Belize & Copan. River trip through rain forest on the 
Usamacinta (Mexico/Guatemala). 1st Class. Guided by 
leading archaeologists. 

%» TheHfchoeoiaoicoi Gonseiuancq 
\>5301 Central NE, tt 1218 Albuquerque, 

N NM 87108 (505) 266-1540 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature, Hiking & the Outdoors 
Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track; Australia's Outback, 
Tropical North, & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO. 
Box 3042-P, Santa Barbara, CA 93130 
(805) 687-7282 

The world's #1 active travel company 

BACKROADS 

Worldwide Biking, Walking, Running, 
Cross-Country Skiing & Multi-Sport Vacations 

FOR FREE CATALOGS CALL 

1-800-GO-ACTIVE 

510-527-1555 or Fax: 510-527-1444 

1516 5th St., Suite A401 Berkeley, CA 94710-1740 

E© ©Opportunities 
Products/Services 

ALASKA SUMMER JOBS: Work in the 
majestic beauty of Denali Nat'l Park. 300+ 
jobs in all aspects of hotel/resort opera
tions. Send self addressed stamped enve
lope to: ARA Denali Park Hotels/101, 
825 W. 8th Ave., #220, Anchorage, AK 
99501. 

FREE Binocular Buying Guide 
CALL 1-800-624-8107 
Best Prices on Bausch & Lomb, 
Leica, Nikon, Zeiss and More! 

Nalional Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. MN (612)546-6831 

Rangeroons Notecards 
Delightful full-color all purpose notecards St. 
envelopes by NPS artist Keith Hoofhagle. 
Favorite of park lovers everywhere. Set of 5 
different designs, $5. Add $3 postage per 
order. Wholesale discounts for group orders. 
Arrowhead Publications, Box 100333. 
Anchorage. Alaska 99510. 907-562.5723. 

Stationery 
Innovative Envelopes made from government surplus 
topographic maps. Truly inspired recycling idea! A 
great holiday gill item, Gcolopes™ come in various 
sizes and meet U.S.P.S. requirements. We guarantee 
your correspondents will open the mail when they see 
this unique, fascinating item. Very affordable. Free 
samples, New England Cartographies, P.O. Box 9369* 
N, Amherst, MA 01059. (413) 549-4124. 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non
profit, private, & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only S19.50. Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
C Dept NP. Rl 2 Box 16. Warrens. Wl 54666 ^J 

SOAR through THE GRAND CANYON 
Right In Your Own Living Room! 

5 years in the making. This life-like videotape takes 
you on the most revealing panoramic flight ever 
recorded. You'll skim plateaus and scale awesome 
formations to breathtaking music. CRITICALLY 
ACCLAIMED. A must for every VCR library. Other 
nature videotapes available, FREE DETAILS. 
VHS or BETA, in Hi-Fi/Stereo $29.95 + $2.50 S&H 
NORMAN BEERGER PRODUCTIONS 

3217-MM,Arville, Las Vegas, HV 89102 • (702) 876-2328 

Rent " 
'Mother Nature 
Lease a Sugar Maple 

forOnelfear 
A truly memorable 
CHRISTMAS GIFT. 
First, we'll send each 
person on your list a 
copy of an authentic 

•**, 1 8 9 0 T R E A S U R Y 
DEPT. Lease, personalized by hand and 
suitable for framing — plus a GIFT CARD 
from you. During the harvest each lessee 
receives PROGRESS REPORTS full of 
facts & folklore, thus sharing in the 
adventure of sugaring. In Spring '94, 
when all the sap has been processed, 
each Tree Tenant will get at least 50 oz. of 
the finest 100% pure wood-fired MAPLE 
SYRUP in decorated jugs (25 oz. to 
Bucket Borrowers) and even more if 
Mother Nature is bountiful. We do all the 
work, your friends get the delicious 
results, and you get all the raves! 

100% satisfaction money back guarantee 
Tree Lease $39.95 or Bucket Lease $29.95 

Add $3.50 per lease for shipping & handling 
Send check with name & address of each recipient 
RENT MOTHER NATURE". Dept. 467 

52 New St.. Box 193. Cambridge. MA 02238 
Phone Orders (617) 354-5430 VS. MO AX. Disc. 

Resorts 

KENNICOTT GLACIER LODGE 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 
show from the comfort of our modern lodge 
in the heart of the Wrangell - St. Elias 
National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 
fields, wilderness rivers and the world's largest 
ghost town — all at our front door. Write or 
call toll free for brochure. 

Box 103940-1, Anchorage, AK 99510 

Outside AK - 1-800-582-5128 • Inside AK - 800--T8-2350 
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1-hour, 
spectacular 
HELICOPTER 
exploration 
you'll never 
forget. 



Fiona McDousan, NYT 

This abuse is merciless. It takes inno
cent, frasile lives and brutalizes them 
with utter poverty...with constant hun
ger...with relentless diseases...with no 
hope for even a basic education. 

As hard as parents of children 
like this struggle, they simply can't 
adequately provide for them. 

But you can help. You can ease 
the pain. Become a Save the Children 
sponsor and help stop the horrible 
abuse that poverty inflicts on children. 

Your monthly gift of just $20 to 
Save the Children will be combined 
with the gifts of other caring sponsors 
to benefit an entire community of 
children. Instead of direct hand-outs, 
your gifts will help establish commu
nity self-help programs, enabling 
your girl or boy to receive the food, 
medical care and education he a she 
so urgently needs. 

Please call or mail the coupon 
below today and say you'll become a 
Save the Children sponsor. Only 654 
a day from you will help rescue a girl 
or boy from the most horrible kind of 

child abuse - and replace it with 
vitality and hope. 

Please call 1-800-522-5558 
or mail the coupon below today. 

I 1 
I want to help put an end to a different kind of child abuse. 
11 My first monthly sponsorship contribution of $20 is enclosed. 

I prefer to sponsor a CD boy • girl CD either in the area I've checked below. 
Please send my child's photo and personal history. 

• Where the need is sreatest 
• Africa • Caribbean • Middle East 
CI American Indian • Himalayas • South America 
• Asia • Central America [71 United States 

Name 

Address 

City 

NT 11/3 

Apt.. 

State Zip. 

• Instead of becomms a sponsor at this time, I am enclosing a contribution of $_ 
• Please send me more information. 

Established 1932 The anginal child sconsorehip agency YOUR 
SPONSORSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS ARE US INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
We are indeed proud of our use of funds. Our annual report, and 
audit statement are available upon request ©1992 Save the Ch'dren 
federation, inc 

Save the Children, 
50 Wilton Road, Westport, CT ( 

Help stop a different kind of child abuse. 
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136E Kokopelli 
Earrings $38 

38PN Kokopelli 
Pendant $32 

20" Stirling 
Set $62 chain 

included 
The ancient 

Anasazi symbol of 
a'^T* Kokopelli - the J 
pierced " O humpbacked 

minor god 

flute player. 

His main task is 

to provide abundance, 

fertility and rainmaking! 

Mary Laura's is offering, 

for the first time, this 

i unique Hopi-style gift 

set in sterling silver. 

Please order early 
supplies are limited. 

YLAUMS 
""• '•' i- R l C A N A R 

TO ORDER CALL 1-800-662-4848 
Intl. (505) 242-5502 

VlH - Mastercard - American Express 
Shipping & Handl ing S3.00 

Mary Laura's - P.O. Box 12615-NPK 
Albuquerque. NM 87195-0615 U.S.A. 
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A NONPROFIT NATIONAL PARK 
ASSOCIATION 

Ninemile Wolves 

BY 1930, the American West had 
been scoured clean of wolves. 
They gave way under a campaign 

of extermination that lasted more than 
half a century and employed meat laced 
with strychnine or ground glass along 
with bullets and traps. The animals 
wolves fed on—the bison, the deer, and 
the elk—had disappeared first. Rang
ing in their place across the West were 
sheep and cattle. Without question, 
wolves did turn to eating livestock 
sometimes. But the holy hatred with 
which they were regarded and the fer
vor with which they were killed meant 
that people and wolves were not going 
to be able to reach any sort of accom
modation on the matter. "Until re
cently," Rick Bass writes in The 
Ninemile Wolves, "the score stood at 
Cows, 99,200,000; Wolves, 0." 

But with hunting better regulated, 
elk and deer numbers have long since 
rebounded and begun rising with no 
end, or counterbalance, in sight. And 
over the last 15 years, lured by this 
abundance of prey, wolves have started 
to trickle down from Canada into 
Montana. Most stick to Glacier National 
Park on the border, but some are mak
ing forays into the rest of the state. Bass 
picks up the story with the first known 
pack in 60 years to establish a den and 
produce a litter of pups in Montana 
outside the park. 

What these wolves discover is a West 
not quite sure it has changed its mind 
about them. Two successive families fall 
prey to disaster, caught in turf battles 
between state and federal agencies, shot 
by ranchers, or run over. "I keep won
dering it Montana's big enough for 
wolves," says a saddened federal biolo
gist, who then answers the question. 

"The state is big enough. Can the people 
in the state be big enough?" 

The problem again is livestock dep
redation, or the fear of it, and the pos
sibility of slightly fewer deer for hunters. 
Times have changed—wolves that do 
kill livestock can be tracked and caught 
with radio collars, helicopters, and dart 
guns, and funds are available to com
pensate ranchers for lost cows—but for 
many, one misstep on the part of a single 
wolf still cancels the right of the whole 
species to exist. "May we all never be 
judged by anything so harshly or held 
to as strict a life or unremitting of bor
ders as the ones we try to place on and 
around wolves," Bass writes. 

At the heart of the book is a scene in 
which Bass and two researchers follow 
the wolves' tracks through the snow as 
they weave in and out of one another, 
sometimes curling off in explorations 
here or there but always returning to 
that "braided stream" of footprints. Bass 
mimics those tracks in the crafting of 
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A gray wolf hunting in winter. 
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his essay, taking up threads of history, 
science, politics, anecdote, and reflec
tion, frequently digressing but always 
returning to weave the elements to
gether in a long strand that follows along 
behind the wolves "like the tail end of a 
comet." 

Bass is a prominent short-story and 
nonfiction writer, and if his prose occa
sionally veers toward the breathless, it 
also often attains real beauty as he in
vokes wolves' pure love of movement, 
their elusiveness, endurance, tight-knit 
families, and formidable hunting prow
ess, their "great hearts." What draws 
him most to wolves, and comes through 
most memorably in his book, is the 
mysterious "force...I have to call it 
spirit" he sees in them, which "we can 
extinguish...but we can never entirely 
control." 

The Ninemile Wolves; paperback, 
SI0.00, Ballantine Books, New York; 
hardcover, $22.95, Clark City Press, 
Livingston, Montana. 

—Elizabeth Hedstrom 
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SMALL WONDER. 

Topo Chocolate has a sweet deal for you.... 
Scale models of the 
National PsSJks, all 
recreated fro^k actual 
USGS topo mapfecast 
in gourmet milk ^ ^ ^ 
chocolate. ^ai 

Visit the parks \j£* 
and give them ^^^s 
as gifts. BPIc 

Or just 
eat them! 

$9.95 
plus shipping 
and handling 

TOPOGRAPHIC CHOCOLATE CO., 2601 Blake Street, Denver. Colorado 80205 
R o c k y M o u n t a i n N a t i o n a l P a r k • Y e l l o w s t o n e N a t i o n a l P a r k 

Call 800/779-8985 
for the dealer neares t 

you , or order direct 

Perfect gift idea for 
your favorite outdoor 

enthusiast! 

Tascbs 
compact 

binoculars 
1 may be small 

in size, but have 
all the power of full 

size binoculars. It's no small 
wonder that these are the 
binoculars of choice to take 

on nature hikes, traveling, and 
the theatre. In fact, wherever you 
go, make sure you take Tasco. 
Rn (i Irrthioiljiiit.'f Etsco'suuufliiMiit of compact 
mnocumnwriu bsco DcpL NBEQ Bat520080, 
Want, R JJI52 Or coll: 005) 591-3670, at 291 
I Vstributed In Canada by trwin-Tasco 
01993 Tosco Sales, In. 

tasco 
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P A R K P U R S U I T 

Falling Water 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl
edge of the history and the natu
ral resources represented within 

the National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The November/December quiz fo
cuses on waterfalls within the National 
Park System, and information has been 
provided to aid you in identifying the 
sites depicted. 

Water is among our most cherished 
resources, whether it slakes the thirst of 
wildlife in the arid West or nourishes 
marshes in the East. Water is insepara
bly linked to watersheds and natural 
systems that transcend the boundaries 

of national parks. It feeds streams, 
brooks, geysers, and desert springs. No 
living creature can do without it. 

In its many manifestations, water has 
served to transport us and our goods 
and provide power for our mills as well 
as satisfy our thirst. Despite this, water 
is a resource most of us take for granted. 
Trash lines the shores of marly beaches, 
and few public water supplies are safe 
to drink without treatment. 

Even so, one aspect we do not take 
for granted is the beauty it provides. 
Artists have captured that power on 
canvas and paper through landscapes 
and verse. Tumbling from high ledges, 
rushing headlong in an endless race to 

the sea, the power of cascading water 
has inspired both art and industry. 

Painters and poets have captured that 
power on canvas and paper through 
landscapes and verse. Inventors and 
engineers have harnessed waterfalls to 
produce the electricity that provides 
power to homes and businesses. 

If you are unable to wait until the 
next issue for the answers, call our 900 
number from a touch-tone phone (see 
page 6). Answers to the September/ 
October quiz are: 1. Canyon de Chelly 
National Monument in Arizona; 2. Little 
River Canyon Preserve in Alabama; and 
3. Black Canyon of the Gunnison Na
tional Monument in Colorado. 

1 This park's 318 glaciers 
and countless 
snow ticiils fuel its 

numerous waterfalls. 
Winters are long, and 
as much as 20 feet of 
snow accumulates 
during the season. The 
park's 505,000 acres 
encompass more than 
half of all glaciers in the 
lower 48 states. What 
national park site is 
this? 
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3 In spring this is a 

roaring, solid fall, driving 

great clouds of mist out 

from its base. During low 

water season it becomes 

light and misty. Indians 

called this fall Pohono, 

or a puffing wind. 

Considered one of the 

most beautiful of all of 

this park's falls, it drops 

from the lip of a hanging 

valley. What is the name 

of this waterfall, and 

what national park site is 

this? 

Near the nation's 

capital, the Potomac 

River builds up 

speed and force as it 

falls over a steep, 

jagged rockwall and 

flows through a 

narrow gorge. This 

dramatic scene 

makes this park a 

popular site. The 

river here was a 

trading place for 

Indians and early 

colonists. What 

national park site is 

this? 
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HIDDEN 
DETAILS 
Without binoculars it's difficult to spot 
the details that make outdoor adven
tures truly remarkable. 

The same can be said of binocular 
design and construction: hidden 
details make the difference between 
a great viewing experience and a 
headache. Pentax makes your 
search easy by producing a complete 
line of binoculars you can rely on to 
be perfect in every detail. 

Thanks to the most precise alignment 
of optical tubes obtainable, you will 
never experience eye fatigue due to 
Pentax optics. Special BaK4 optical 
prisms allow you to see the sharpest 
images possible. Super multicoating 

on all optical surfaces in
creases light transmission 
and reduces flare, giving you 
the brilliant images you 
expect from the world's 
finest binoculars! 

Make sure you don't miss 
the details—in the store 
or in the field —choose 
Pentax binoculars. 

Pentax binoculars carry a 
limited lifetime warranty. 

PENTAX CORPORATION 
35 Inverness Drive East 

kEnglewood,CO80112 


