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EDITOR'S N O T E 

Unlike the Gettysburg or Antietam 
battlefields, which are conducive to 
driving tours, Manassas National Battle
field Park invites visitors to get out of 
their cars and walk. It remains, as histo
rian James M. McPherson wrote, 
"hauntingly like it was" more than 130 
years ago during the Civil War. The 
Disney's America theme park, NPCA 
and other conservation groups feared, 
would have brought intensive develop
ment close to the battlefield. Although 
outside threats persist at Manassas and 
other historic areas in Virginia, we were 
pleased to change the slant of "Em
battled Ground" at the last minute when 
Disney withdrew its proposal. What was 
once a story of alarm is now a story of 
victory, if only temporary, at Manassas. 
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A Tragic Vote 

I HAD INTENDED to write 
this column on another 
subject, but I felt you 

would want to hear this 
news—even though it is not 
good news. I want to tell 
you what has happened to 
legislation that would have 
protected Old Faithful and 
Yellowstone National Park. 

For years, NPCA has op
posed drilling and pumping 
of groundwater, oil, and gas near 
Yellowstone—the world's first national 
park—because such activities threaten 
the park's geothermal features, includ
ing hot springs and geysers such as Old 
Faithful. We have been working toward 
passage of the Old Faithful Protection 
Act, which would have outlawed geo
thermal development in a limited area 
near Yellowstone. Very candidly, any
one who knows what is happening 
around Yellowstone supports this bill. 
Not only would it have banned the use 
of an existing geothermal well just out
side the park boundaries, but it would 
have protected against similar develop
ment elsewhere in the vicinity. 

The Old Faithful Protection Act 
passed the House of Representatives last 
November. But just when it appeared 
that the efforts of NPCA and other con
servation groups would finally pay off, 
the bill stalled in the Senate. Several 
members of the Senate Energy and 
Natural Resources Committee pushed 
for an amendment that would exempt 
Wyoming and Idaho from the bill's re
strictions. Sens. Malcolm Wallop (R-
Wyo.) and Larry Craig (R-Idaho) pro

posed the amendment, 
which got enough votes to 
stop our efforts to protect 
Old Faithful. 

This tragic vote confirms 
the serious doubts of many 
citizens about the compe
tence of Congress and espe
cially the Senate. Who and 
what do our legislators 
serve? How can they turn 
their backs on the health of 

Old Faithful—one of America's most 
enduring symbols? Certainly the short
sighted needs of certain constituencies 
cannot justify this inaction. 

Yellowstone is already under siege 
from all sides. The proposed Noranda 
mine (see our July/August 1994 issue) 
and other intensive development out
side the park's boundaries threaten to 
whittle away at a resource that is now in 
great danger of being lost. 

Some bottom-line issues are timeless 
and deserve our unwavering commit
ment. Protection of Yellowstone and 
Old Faithful is one of those. The Ameri
can people should be outraged at a Con
gress which, because of partisan, elec
tion-year politics, would leave these trea
sures vulnerable to the next wave of 
development. 

It is a sad commentary on our gen
eration, on our nation's priorities, that 
we failed to protect this world symbol 
of America. Future generations are un
likely to forgive us. 

I would like to hear from you about 
this issue. Please let me know what you 
think should be done to prevent the 
loss of Old Faithful. 

President, NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

November/December 1994 4 



I l l I : : I s l r i - . M i d I M l l l f s I n r I 1 u k s I I n i 11 | I | 

Space lor itwi «d was 
Trie Posters For Parks 
Senas « sponsored by 

H,-Tec Sports 

National 
parks 

MI-TEC 

!•'• "MM. ml'.iiMMh i,. I,,-,, „,„•, NIIMM ..I SP( \.,„ll MI „,,,,• \l'c \. 17/fi MuHM-hiurlta l i e \ .M .U:,.l,i„Mi„„. IM'.aWlfi |.SIK»\ IT-PARK i lii-Trr S|»n« I S\. I,,, l!«Pi. Ml rigtili ,. •-, n.-,l 

To order your special edition \P< • \ Poster or T-shirt, 
M'lul \,nir check nr iinnn'\ onler made payable i " 
"1994i National Parks Offer" to: 1994 National Parks Offer, 
P.O. I!,,\ 5894, Stacey. \ l \ 55078-5894 

Quantity Price Each Subtotal 

Poster S 9.90 

T-shirt: Medium SI2.00 

Large S12.00 

X-Large S12.00 

Total Enclosed Check or money order): 

Vnnc 

Vddress 

City Slate Zip Code 

nil,, /,/„,,, : n WHS /'/,.„.-.,//..,•.•,'.,'.'.-«./.„ •I„,,„„,„. nil,-, ,„l„l,„ I \ I .,„/, 08 

Do Good. 
Help NPCA and Hi-Tec" preserve 
and proteel our National Parks. 

\ \ I KM i vou I KIN our ofTicial NPCA 

|)ost(M' or T-shir t , the nel proceeds 

wi l l be appl ied directly to 

inid(M'\\ f i le f u n d i n g fo r ou r nat ional 

parks, monuments , and histor ical 

sites. \ ia the National Parks and 

Conservat ion \ssoeiat ion, a national 

non-prof i t cit izen group dedicated 

to preserving and protect ing our 

national parks. Choose f rom l i t is 

s tunn ing 30" \ 19" poster depic t ing 

the wi ld l i fe of America's nat ional 

parks for S9.00 or a beauti ful KM)"., 

co t ton , silk screened T-shirt for 

just S 12.00. You' l l he do ing 

someth ing good for our most 

priceless \ m e r i c a n treasure, 

our National Park System. 

NATIONAL PARKS ANT) \M0SS\SSM CONSERVATION ASSOC. 

file:///ssoeiation
file:///merican
file:///M0ss/SSm


L E T T E R S 

Insight on Overflights 
Thank yon for pr int ing the piece 
"Breaking the Sound Barrier" by David 
Lee [July/August 1994]. This sort of 
issue is just what my husband and I 
joined NPCA to support. 

We recently returned from southern 
Utah and northern Arizona, where we 
visited Lake Powell, Zion, and Bryce 
Canyon. Experiencing the perfect peace 
and quiet of Bryce Canyon for the first 
time was one of our favorite moments. 
But as we sat at the edge of the amphi
theater at Bryce, the peace and quiet 
was stabbed by the sound of helicopter 
rotors pounding the air. Every 10 or 15 
minutes, another "tour" invaded the 
area. Many visitors choose to visit these 
parks because of their beauty and se
renity. If tourists want to see the park, 
let them drive in or hike in. 

I realize anyone is welcome in the 
parks, but we don't need the kind of 
visitor who ruins the experience for oth
ers. Quoted in the article, Jack Thomp
son suggests closing trails to reduce 
complaints about air traffic. Perhaps we 
should suggest that engines be taken 
out of airplanes so we don't have to 
listen to the noise. 

Laura Hastings 
Dallas, TX 

There seems to be a movement afoot to 
take away one more freedom in this 
country by disallowing flights over na
tional parks. To quote from the Gen
eral Aviation News and Flyer, it appears 
to be "elitist backpackers" who wish to 
exclude everyone else from our national 
parks. Efforts ought to be directed 
against the real despoilers of the parks— 
the unthinking, uncaring nerds who 
walk or drive through parks, treating 
them like the South Bronx. Regulations 
should be written encouraging general 
aviation overflights and restricting foot 
traffic. It is the people who get off the 
designated walkways and overlooks who 
play havoc with the tundra, spook the 

wildlife, and start forest fires. Restrict
ing aviation will only put more visitors 
on the ground and do more damage to 
the terrain. 

Robbie McBride 
Cedar Park, TX 

Park overflights is an issue that deserves 
to be addressed, especially in the high-
volume parks. However, I must disagree 
with the statement that "park officials 
believe that most of the people who 
choose air tours are doing so primarily 
for the ride and not to see the park." 
As a survey of one, the only true 
"flightseeing" that I have participated 
in has been in Wrangell-St. Elias Na
tional Park, where it would have been 
practically impossible to see the park in 
any other way. I am in favor of limiting 
activities rather than banning them. 

Richard L. Hess 
Glendale, CA 

Points of View 
Congratulations for having the courage 
to print Ed Rosenblum's "politically in
correct," but so very sensible letter 
[July/August 1994]. It is refreshing to 
know that some publications feel the 
need to print all points of view, not 
solely those popular with the self-styled 
intelligentsia. 

K. Wildgen 
Covington, LA 

As the historian at Lowell National His
torical Park, I am writing to applaud 
National Parks for publishing "Sites of 
Shame" by Robin Winks [January/Feb
ruary 1994]. I fully agree with Winks 
that "we cannot omit the negative les
sons of history" from our system of na
tional parks. Our nation's past is filled 
with conflicts based on differences of 
region, background, race, and class. To 
ignore this central dimension of U.S. 
history is to present a sanitized, falsi
fied record of the past. If our national 
parks were to thoroughly explore what 

Winks terms "shameful episodes in our 
national experience," the challenges 
would be great but the rewards would 
be greater, including a broader, more 
diverse group of visitors. The 1994 Na
tional Park Service report "Humanities 
and the National Parks—Adapting to 
Change" declared: "To serve today's 
public, the National Park Service must 
develop an array of educational presen
tations that reflect the many voices, 
needs, and traditions of America's di
verse population." 

I am confident that the wide audi
ence of Americans who compose the 
readership of National Parks have a 
much greater generosity of spirit than 
was demonstrated in Ed Rosenblum's 
letter attacking Winks. 

Martin Bla/t 
Lowell National Historical Park 

Lowell, MA 

What Price Conservation? 
Doyle Rust's letter in the July/August 
issue perpetuates the myth that hunters 
contribute more to conservation than 
any other group. According to statistics 
compiled by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, people in the United States 
spent 50 percent more money on view
ing and enjoying wildlife than they did 
on blowing it away in 1992 ($18.1 bil
lion versus $12.2 billion). 

The problem is twofold. First, there 
is no mechanism to capture a percent
age of dollars people spend on hiking 
boots, binoculars, park fees, and other 
nonconsumptive uses of land and wild
life to put back into conservation. Con
versely, hunting, gun, and ammunition 
taxes are directly used to pay for con
servation programs. Nonhunters would 
gladly see their expenditures put back 
into the land. The second problem is 
the definition of conservation. The re
moval of predators to boost game spe
cies is called "conservation." The dusky 
seaside sparrow went extinct because 
wildlife agencies in Florida were "con
serving" waterfowl for hunters with 
projects good for ducks but disastrous 
for the sparrow. Too often, "conserva
tion" has been twisted to mean ecosys
tem manipulation to benefit one favored 
sport species at the expense of others. 
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Get The Best Nights Sleep Ever! 
Frustrated Wi th The 

Quality O f Your Sleep? 
Do you toss and turn at night? Can't seem to 
find a comfottable position? Does yout back 
ache when you awake? These are signs that 
your mattress doesn't support you properly. 

You Control T h e Firmness 
Dual air chambers inside the mattress can 
each be made firmer or softer so you each 
get the exact support you want at the touch 
of a button. No risk 90-night trial and 
20-year warranty. 

Management of our nation's wildlife has 
for too long favored the interests and 
dollars of hunters and created ecologi
cal havoc. 

Sandra Arnold 
Anchorage, AK 

In a back issue of National Parks, I came 
across a news piece about the Presidio 
in San Francisco ["Debate Surrounds 
Presidio's Future," January/February 
1994]. I wonder if you are aware that 
there are plans to let the University of 
California use the Presidio's Letterman 
Army hospital complex for animal ex
perimentation. 

Animal experimentation can mean 
many things, but I think an updating of 
your report is in order because what 
the U.C. researchers have been doing— 
and mean to continue at Letterman— 
involves great suffering for animals. I 
will not go into the details here, but the 
distressing sum of it is that this may 
soon be done inside one of our national 
parks. Efforts to save money by leasing 
parts of the Presidio sound construc
tive, but if you look deeper you will see 
that leasing the Letterman facilities to 
U.C. for research purposes will involve 
things that do not belong in our na
tional parks—or anywhere. 

Lloyd Guptill 
Westport, MA 

The University of California is one of 
several organizations that have submit
ted proposals to the Park Service to lease 
the Letterman complex. Some proposals 
do not involve animal testing. At press 
time, no selection had been made. 

—the Editors 

Correction 
In the photo on page 40 of the July/ 
August 1994 issue, the Mexican 
farmer's mules are pulling a plow, 
not a cart as stated in the caption. 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Or call 1-900-833-6344. Callers 
will be charged 89 cents a minute. For e-
mail addresses, see page 48. Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 
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God Bless 
America! 

Where 
Eagles Soar 

by Rudi Reichardt 
A numbered limited-edition 

collector plate trimmed in 23kt gold 
Painted in a rainbow of soft pastel 

hues, the Grand Canyon's vast expanse is 
an awesome display of nature's power and 
glory. Against this heavenly backdrop of 
towering purple sandstone cliffs and deep 
canyon gorges, a great bald eagle soars in 
the sky. How fitting that one of our most 
precious national treasures is also home to 
the majestic bald eagle - our national symbol. 

Now, in a glorious tribute to America, 
award-winning artist Rudi Reichardt cap
tures the magnificence of the Grand Canyon 
on a fine porcelain collector plate. Renown
ed for his strikingly realistic portraits of 
nature, Reichardt's superb use of light and 
shadow recreates this beautiful scene with 
breathtaking drama and passion. 
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8>/4" in diameter 
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A Limited Edition 
The edition size of "Where Eagles 

Soar" is limited to a maximum of 75 firing 
days, and each numbered plate will be 
accompanied by a personalized Certificate 
of Authenticity. As a finishing touch, each 
plate will be trimmed with a band of 23kt 
gold, and the price is just $26.95! 

No Obligation-No Risk 

You can acquire "Where Eagles Soar" 
with our Guarantee of Satisfaction. If you 
are not delighted with your plate, simply 
return it within 30 days of receipt for a 
replacement or refund. 

Reichardt's rich colors and vivid detail 
are truly inspirational. To avoid delay or dis
appointment, mail your reservation today! 
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One: • Charge my credit card upon shipment: 
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• MasterCard D Am. Ex. 

Credit Card No. 

Signature: 
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N E W S 
VIEWS THREATENED AT 
Two NATIONAL PARKS 
Noxious emissions from industrial 
plants outside two national parks—Big 
Bend and Great Smoky Mountains— 
pose grave threats to their air quality. 

NPCA is working with several agen
cies to protect these very different parks 
from similar threats: sulfur 
dioxide and nitrogen oxide 
emissions. Unchecked, two 
Mexican power plants will 
continue to pump huge 
amounts of sulfur dioxide 
into the atmosphere each 
year, dimming visibility at 
Big Bend in southwest Texas; 
with permits from the state 
of Tennessee, a lime-manu
facturing company will in
crease already critical levels 
of nitrogen oxide in the air 
around the Smokies. 

Located 130 miles south
east of Big Bend in the Mexi
can state of Coahuila, Car
bon I and II are coal-fired 
plants designed to produce 
about 2,600 megawatts of 
electricity once Carbon II 
becomes completely opera
tional in late 1995 or early 
1996. While the plants com
ply with Mexican law, they 
lack modern pollution-control equip
ment and would be the largest source 
of sulfur dioxide in the nation if lo
cated in the United States. According 
to the National Park Service, the plants 
would emit about 230,000 tons per year 
of the clear gas, which is produced by 
burning coal and creates haze and acid 

rain. NPS officials say this could reduce 
visibility at Big Bend—known for its 
mountain vistas and stretches of Chi-
huahuan Desert—by 60 percent. 

"There are days when you can't see 
the outline of mountains 20 miles away," 
said John Forsythe, a physical science 
technician at Big Bend who monitors 
the park's air quality. "Sulfur dioxide is 

Views through a rock arch at Big Bend National Park are diminished 
by air pollution, which may be worsened by a Mexican power plant. 

considered one of the most dangerous 
gases known to [humans]. The plant 
could affect various national parks...as 
far away as Grand Canyon." 

Also of concern, NPCA says, is a 
proposed mine in Eagle Pass, Texas, 
that would provide coal by rail to the 
power plants. The association contends 

that, in addition to setting the danger
ous precedent of a U.S.-approved 
project degrading U.S. national parks, 
the coal mine would disturb essential 
habitat for endangered species such as 
the ocelot. NPCA is encouraging the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) to deny a permit for the mine. 
One permit application has already been 

denied by the Texas Railroad 
Commission. 

"Carbon I/II is a test case 
for the environmental side 
agreement to the North 
American Free Trade Agree
ment," said Dave Simon, 
NPCA Southwest regional 
director. "Clearing the air 
over Big Bend can also im
prove our relationship with 
our friends to the south." 

NPS and EPA have been 
meeting with Mexico's envi
ronmental protection agency, 
SEDECOL, to investigate 
the potential effects of Car
bon I/II as well as U.S. pol
lution sources on Big Bend. 
These groups are encourag
ing Mexican officials to con
sider installing equipment for 
reducing sulfur dioxide emis
sions that is common at U.S. 
power plants. 

It is in part because of this 
equipment, called scrubbers, that sul
fur dioxide emissions in the United 
States have dropped by about 30 per
cent since 1970, according to EPA. Un
fortunately, a 1993 study of air quality 
in the national parks still found that 
"scenic vistas in most U.S. parklands 
are often diminished by haze." 
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The 1992 NPCA report Parks in 
Peril: The Race Against Time Continues 
stated that views at Great Smoky Moun
tains National Park, located on the bor
der between Tennessee and North Caro
lina, are obscured by haze 90 percent of 
the time. In addition to sulfate particles 
like those released by Carbon I/II, the 
"smokiness" of the Smokies is wors
ened by ground-level ozone—a type of 
air pollution (not to be confused with 
the protective ozone layer) that occurs 
when sunlight reacts with nitrogen ox
ide and hydrocarbons, a byproduct of 
automobiles and power plants. 

Because of the air quality problems 
that already exist at the park, NPCA 
strongly contested the construction of 
two lime kilns by Tenn Luttrell, a lime-
manufacturing company located about 
35 miles north of the Smokies in Ten
nessee. In September, the state of Ten
nessee approved Tenn Luttrell's permit 
application. The kilns, which will burn 
coke and coal, could emit up to 273 
tons per year of nitrogen oxide, 67 tons 
per year of sulfur dioxide, and 100 tons 
per year of other particulate matter. 

NPCA, the Department of the Inte
rior, and NPS had all submitted com
ments to the Tennessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation oppos
ing the project and recommending fur
ther environmental analysis. Tenn Lut
trell countered the groups' concerns by 
saying that any additional air quality 
monitoring is not "appropriate, neces
sary, or desirable at this point." 

"Despite more than two years of dis
cussions as part of the Southern Appa
lachian Mountains Initiative, NPCA is 
disappointed that the destruction of the 
Great Smoky Mountains continues with 
the granting of Tenn Luttrell's permits," 
said Don Barger, NPCA Southeast re
gional director. "It's time to draw the 
line in the sand." 

NPCA intends to pursue every pos
sible avenue to challenge the permits. 
lita Although the Tenn Luttrell project 
was approved, the Eagle Pass Mine can 
still be stopped. To urge that the permit 
for the mine not he issued, write to Norm 
Thomas (6E-F), Environmental Protec
tion Agency, 1445 Ross Avenue, Dallas, 
TX 75202-2733. 

ELWHA DAM REMOVAL 
SLOWLY MOVES FORWARD 
The fate of two controversial dams on 
Washington's Elwha River may finally 
be decided, in part because of a recent 
report submitted to Congress by Inte
rior Secretary Bruce Babbitt that en
dorses removal. 

When it approved the Elwha River 
Ecosystem and Fisheries Restoration 
Act in 1992, Congress mandated that 
the report study the feasibility of re
moving the dams, which were built in 
the early part of the 20th century. The 
law states that the dams can be acquired 
by the Department of the Interior if it is 
shown that full restoration of the Elwha 
River ecosystem depends on it. NPCA 
and a host of conservation groups have 
advocated the removal of the dams since 
the mid-1980s. 

"NPCA continues to strongly en-

Restoration of the Elwha River, once 
home to sockeye salmon, is under way. 

dorse the breaching of the dams as the 
only way to restore one of the finest 
salmon-spawning rivers in the United 
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NEWSUPDATE 

• Report released. After a four-year 
delay, a report to Congress on the 
effects of commercial airtours over 
national parks was released in Octo
ber. NPCA and several other citizen 
groups had jointly sued the Depart
ment of the Interior, the Park Ser
vice, and the Office of Management 
and Budget to compel the immedi
ate release of the report, which was 
mandated by the Overflights Act of 
1987 and scheduled for completion 
in 1990. The delay violated the law 
and the public trust, said Denise 
Antolini, an attorney with the Sierra 
Club Legal Defense Fund, which 
filed the suit. While NPCA hails the 
report's release, "precious time has 
been lost in addressing the erosion 
of natural quiet over national parks," 
said NPCA President Paul Pritchard. 
• Decision at Denali. Responding 
to vehement opposition by NPCA 
and others, the Park Service has 
amended its plan for a new bus trans
portation system at Denali National 

Park in Alaska. NPCA had concerns 
that the bus contract neglected envi
ronmental compliance laws and 
threatened the primitive character of 
the park's only road. Instead of larger 
coach-style buses as originally 
planned, the Park Service will use 
improved school buses that are 
handicapped-accessible and offer 
better viewing, but do not require 
that the road be widened or paved. 
The agency will also replace what 
NPCA called a shoddy environmen
tal assessment with one that includes 
more alternatives. Finally, a plan for 
the front-country construction asso
ciated with the bus deal will be done. 
• Artifacts returned. The Park Ser
vice plans to return artifacts confis
cated from a looter in New Mexico 
to their countries of origin. The col
lection includes figurines and ceram
ics from Peru, Costa Rica, Ecuador, 
and Mexico. The Park Service had 
helped the Bureau of Land Manage
ment evaluate the collection. 



States," said Dale Crane, NPCA Pacific 
Nor thwes t regional director . "The 
Elwha River basin is almost entirely fed
erally protected; it's time to bring the 
salmon back and protect them as well." 

Cutting a long swath through Olym
pic National Park, the Elwha River was 
once home to all live species ot Pacific 
salmon: sockeye, chinook, coho, chum, 
and pink. When the dams were built, 
the magnificent runs of salmon and 
other anadromous fish were blocked for 
more than 40 miles. Construction be
gan in 1911 on the Elwha dam down
stream from the future park and in 1926 
on the Glines Canyon dam within the 
park's boundaries. At the turn of the 
century, an estimated 275,000 pink 
salmon migrated back to the river to 
spawn; today, virtually no pink salmon 
can be found. 

Both dams, which supply power to a 
local pulp and paper mill, were built 
without the fish passageways mandated 
by Washington law, and attempts to 
mitigate the oversight through the build
ing of fish hatcheries were largely un
successful. In addition, more than 1,000 
acres of lowland wildlife habitat were 
flooded, and still more land was cleared 
for transmission lines and other facili
ties. The two dams also cause erosion 
and collect sediment. 

In the last few years, the need to 
restore the Elwha ecosystem has be
come obvious to a broad constituency 
of environmentalists, fishing interests, 
the Lower Elwha Tribe, the National 
Park Service, and federal, state, and lo
cal governments. The owners of the 
dams and the pulp mill also support the 
proposal. The Elwha restoration act re
ceived strong bipartisan support in Con
gress, which also approved funding in 
the 1995 budget for an environmental 
impact statement (EIS). The draft EIS 
is due in fall 1995 and should be signed 
by Interior by spring 1996. 

"This administration is clearly com
mitted to getting the dams out," said 
Maureen Finnerty, former superinten
dent of Olympic, at a recent briefing, 
"and efforts are under way to get the 
funding in the '96 budget for purchase 
and decommissioning of the dams." 

Unfortunately, by voting down an 

The Glines Canyon dam on the Elwha in Olympic National Park may soon be removed. 

amendment to the authorizing law of
fered by Sen. Bill Bradley (D-N.J.) that 
would allow other federal agencies to 
assist NPS in paying for Elwha restora
tion, Congress may have slowed the pro
cess. NPS estimates that it will acquire 
the dams this decade and that removal 
and restoration will occur in the early 
21st century. "The National Park Ser
vice is probably the lead agency in the 
removal of dams and restoration of natu
ral resources," said Charles Karpowicz, 
the NPS officer in charge of dam safety. 
"We're counting on the Bureau of Rec
lamation's expertise to help us and on 
the fishery experts [to ensure that] when 
we remove the dams and sediment, the 
fish will go up the river." 

1995 PARK SERVICE 
BUDGET APPROVED 
Congress has granted a much-needed 
funding increase for the National Park 
Service, although it is substantially less 
than the agency had requested. 

In September, both houses approved 
an overall fiscal year 1995 budget of 
$1,079 billion for the national parks, a 
1.7-percent increase from the 1994 bud
get. Specifically, the Park Service had 
requested that its construction budget 
be lowered by 36 percent Irom 1994 

levels so that more money could be 
spent on management functions, such 
as resource stewardship, visitor services, 
and park maintenance. In a move criti
cized by NPCA, Congress allocated 20 
percent more than the Park Service had 
requested to the construction budget, 
while reducing the management bud
get by 4 percent. 

"This is not the direction that ap
propriations for the Park Service should 
be going," said NPCA President Paul 
C. Pritchard. "The Park Service's man
agement budget is seriously under
funded, given the needs of America's 
367 national park units." 

Many park units would also benefit 
from the $900 million authorized for 
expenditure annually from the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund, which sets 
aside money for land acquisition. Al
though the Park Service lists an acqui
sition backlog valued at more than $1.1 
billion, Congress allocated only $45.7 
million—a 22-percent decrease from 
1994—for NPS land purchases. 

However, Congress did approve 
funding for 16 of 34 projects that NPCA 
had identified as critical. These include 
boundary expansions to protect the 
habitat of the endangered Florida pan
ther, Saguaro National Monument from 
encroaching suburban development, 
and Gettysburg National Military Park. 
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MINING COMPANY SEEKS 
To DRILL IN THE OZARKS 
A Western mining company's plan to 
prospect on public land near Ozark 
National Scenic Riverways in southeast 
Missouri has NPCA alarmed. 

Placer Dome U.S., Inc., has applied 
for permits to explore for lead ore on 
Mark Twain National Forest land about 
35 miles north of the Ozark riverways. 
The company, well known for mining 
gold, silver, and other precious metals 
in the West, plans to drill 30 explor
atory holes up to 1,600 feet deep. The 
U.S. Forest Service and the Bureau of 
Land Management have said that they 
will not issue prospecting permits to 
Placer Dome until it completes an envi
ronmental assessment. 

Citing evidence that mining in the 
national forest has the potential to de
grade the water quality in and around 
the park, NPCA is strongly urging the 
agencies to deny the permit application 
or prepare an environmental impact 
statement—more detailed than an envi
ronmental assessment and incorporat
ing public comment—that would ana
lyze effects on the park and other areas 
beyond the national forest. "Although 
the mining activity would not take place 
within the park boundaries," said 
NPCA Heartland Regional Director 
Lori Nelson, "the mining poses an ex
ternal threat to the park that should not 
be ignored. Pollution does not recog
nize political boundaries." 

Environmental groups have for years 
been concerned that new mining pro
jects would cause irreparable damage 
to the riparian areas of the Ozark river
ways, which comprise 134 miles of the 
Jacks Fork and Current rivers and fea
ture bluffs, springs, and caves. Placer 
Dome would drill in an area that has 
been heavily mined for lead, iron, and 
other metallic elements since the 1800s. 

NPCA contends that contaminants 
generated by mining activities could 
pollute surface streams and leach into 
aquifers, sterilizing them and affecting 
the plants and wildlife of a region al
ready subjected to soil erosion and a 
decline in species diversity from past 
timbering. The Missouri Department of 

Natural Resources and the local branch 
of the Environmental Protection Agency 
have agreed that interchange among the 
region's waterflows is possible. 

Some environmentalists also specu
late that, in addition to lead, Placer 
Dome may prospect for gold in the 
Ozarks. However, the U.S. Geological 
Survey has estimated that only a 10-
percent likelihood of a successful min
ing yield exists at the proposed drilling 
sites. While NPCA concedes that the 
area could enjoy some economic ben
efit should the exploratory drilling prove 
successful, the association says that the 
potential environmental damage would 
be irreversible and that this risk far out
weighs the possibility of economic gain. 
Poor market conditions have kept an
other mining company from sinking ex
ploratory holes along the Eleven Point 
River, about 30 miles south of the park, 
although it had obtained the appropri
ate permits. 

Commenting on the project to the 
U.S. Forest Sendee, NPCA also cited 
Placer Dome's history of noncompli
ance with environmental regulations 

The rushing water of Ozark National 
Scenic Riverways is threatened by mining. 

governing air and water quality. Fed
eral officials had warned the company 
in July about its failure to report a cya
nide-laced waste leak from a Montana 
mine. To ensure that park resources are 
protected, NPCA is prepared to con
tinue to make administrative appeals or 
to litigate if necessary. 

MARKUP 

K E Y P A R K L E G I S L A T I O N 

Bill Purpose 

Concessions 
reform 
S.208 

California Desert 
Protection Act 
H.R.518 
S.21 

Saguaro 
S.316 

Heritage Areas 
H.R.5044 

Increases concessions fees and returns 
them to the park system; establishes 
competitive bidding for contracts; 
reforms possessory interest. NPCA 
supports. 

Establishes Mojave National Park, 
expands Death Valley and Joshua Tree 
national monuments, redesignates them 
as national parks, and designates 4 million 
acres of Bureau of Land Management 
wilderness. NPCA supports. 

Expands Saguaro National Monument 
in Arizona by 3,460 acres and redesignates 
it as a national park. NPCA supports. 

Establishes the American Heritage Areas 
Partnership Program, including ten 
proposed heritage areas and four study 
areas. NPCA supports. 

Status 

The House approved S. 208 on 
July 28 by a 386-30 vote. The 
Senate approved S. 208 in March 
by a 90-9 vote. At press time, the 
bill was stalled in conference. 

The House passed H.R. 518 on 
July 27. The House downgraded 
the Mojave to a national preserve. 
Trie Senate passed S. 21 on April 
13. At press time, both houses were 
proceeding toward a conference. 

The House passed S. 316 on 
October 3 by voice vote. The Sen
ate passed the bill June 16. 

The House approved H.R. 5044 
on October 5 by a 281-137 vote. 
The bill awaits action by the Senate. 

NPCA is currently working on more than 60 bills. 
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DELAY OF CLIMBING RULES 
PUTS RESOURCES AT RISK 
Although the number of rock climbers 
continues to grow, the National Park 
Service has not yet released the rock 
climbing regulations promised more 
than a year ago. 

Rock climbing is generally accepted 
in national parks and other public lands 
as a valid recreational activity that has 
relatively low levels of participation. In 
recent years, safety devices called fixed 
anchors or bolts have become increas
ingly popular to aid in carving ever-
new and ambitious climbing routes. Vir
tually every national park known for its 
rock walls is now littered with these 
bolted routes. For example, Yosemite 
National Park, which had about 90 
climbing routes in 1954, had more than 
3,000 by 1992. 

Restricting the use of bolts, NPCA 
and others have argued, would reduce 
litter, protect cliff-dwelling plants and 
wildlife, leave rock faces free of drilling 
damage, and limit markings from the 
chalk climbers use for a better grip. In 
response to these concerns, the Park 
Service agreed in June 1993 to regulate 
climbing practices, especially those that 
have permanent effects on parks, such 
as the use of drills and bolts. 

"It 's imperative that the National 
Park Service have a unified standard 
for rock climbing before more park re
sources are lost," said Laura Loomis, 
an NPCA Washington representative. 
"This is an important and controversial 
national issue that must be addressed." 

The association points out that NPS 
has had many opportunities to consult 
with both the environmental and climb
ing communities, including an NPCA-
hosted workshop last November in 
Boulder, Colorado, that brought to
gether conservationists, climbers, and 
NPS officials. 

Until central regulations are promul
gated, the agency allows each park to 
develop its own climbing management 
plan as it deems necessary. This has 
resulted in a potpourri of plans released 
recently by such climbing meccas as 
Devils Tower and Joshua Tree national 
monuments, City of Rocks National 
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Rock climbers in Yosemite bolt ever-new 
routes, endangering park resources. 

Reserve, and Yosemite. Climbers gen
erally oppose restrictions on bolts, ar
guing that they are needed for safety 
and for access to unclimbable rocks. 

One reason for the delay in national 
regulations, NPCA believes, is that fed
eral land-management agencies have 
different interpretations of the 1964 
Wilderness Act, which prohibits any 
"permanent improvements" in desig
nated wilderness areas. Although 
sources at the U.S. Forest Service say 
that bolts are contrary to the act, and 
the Bureau of Land Management and 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are likely 
to agree, the Park Service has not been 
forthcoming with its interpretation. 

Dennis Burnett, the NPS regulations 
program manager, admitted that inter
pretation of the act is hindering progress 
and that it would be preferable for all 
the agencies to come to an agreement. 

NPS TO UNDERGO 
SYSTEMWIDE SHAKEUP 
In response to the Clinton Admin
istration's efforts to streamline the fed
eral government, the National Park Ser
vice this summer released a broad plan 
to restructure its organization. 

The reorganization plan, approved 
in September by Interior Secretary 
Bruce Babbitt, reduces the number of 
employees in administrative offices and 
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transfers more authority and responsi
bility to park-level employees. The 367 
national park units would be grouped 
into 16 clusters (ten to 35 units each) 
based on cultural and ecological asso
ciations, and each park cluster would 
be assisted by a systems support office. 
Seven field directors, instead of the ten 
currently in place, would each manage 
up to three park clusters. 

Because of the major impact restruc
turing would likely have on park op
erations, NPCA, which does not usu
ally comment on internal Park Service 
management issues, urged Director 
Roger Kennedy to ensure that these 
changes would not affect resources and 
the visitor experience. "We are con
cerned that less management at the top 
will diminish accountability and sys
temwide standards and policies," said 
Terri Martin, NPCA Rocky Mountain 
regional director. "We would hope that 
restructuring, which seems to require a 
'leap of faith' for the Park Service and 
the public, will result in both a more 
efficient operation and a higher level of 
resource protection." 

By reorganizing, NPS seeks to alle
viate the problems brought on by 
scarcer financial resources, a shrinking 
workforce, conflicting land uses, and 
increasing visitor demand. "We've got
ten over the 'leap of faith,'" NPS 
Deputy Director John Reynolds said. 
"We just can't afford not to do it. We're 
in terrible shape." 

The administration's "reinventing 
government" proposal as approved by 
Congress mandated an overall 25-per
cent reduction in the federal workforce, 
including the Park Service, of 272,900 
"full-time equivalent" employees. Un
der the NPS reorganization plan, no 
staff reductions would occur at the park 
level. Although payroll cuts will offset 
some of the estimated $30 million 
needed to carry out the reorganization, 
congressional approval is still required 
before the plan can be implemented. 

The reorganization plan dovetails 
with other recent efforts by the Park 
Service to make substantive organiza
tional improvements. According to 
Shenandoah National Park Superinten
dent Bill Wade, a member of the team 
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overseeing implementation of the plan 
and a recipient of NPCA's Stephen 
Tyng Mather award, restructuring will 
reinforce the NPS mandate to protect 
park resources. "Right now there's a 
feeling of being accountable to those 
above you, rather than being account
able to what's right," Wade said. "We 
need to reorient what we feel we're ac
countable to—the purpose, the mission, 
the reason we're in business. I'm opti
mistic that it can work." 

NPCA has continued to express its 
concerns to NPS about the new levels 
of bureaucracy, diminished accountabil
ity, inability to enforce national stan
dards, and the potential barriers to citi
zen involvement in decision making. 

OLD FAITHFUL, WOLVES 
DEPRIVED OF SAFEGUARDS 
Yellowstone National Park's Old Faith
ful geyser, as well as the returning gray 
wolf, may not receive the protections 
that NPCA and others have sought. 

For years, NPCA has worked to pre
vent the drilling and pumping of nearby 
groundwater from threatening Yel
lowstone's outstanding geothermal fea
tures, including hot springs, mud pots, 
and world-famous Old Faithful and 
other geysers. NPCA has been a lead
ing advocate of the Old Faithful Pro
tection Act, a bill that would prevent 
harmtul geothermal development in ar
eas of Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho 
that border the park. The legislation 
also would authorize a land exchange 
that would end the use of a geothermal 
well drilled in 1986 by the Church Uni
versal and Triumphant on private lands 
north of the park. 

Although the bill passed the House 
of Representatives last November, it was 
stalled in the Senate by Western legisla
tors. In September, the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee, led 
by Sens. Malcolm Wallop (R-Wyo.) and 
Larry Craig (R-Idaho), accepted an 
amendment to the bill that would ex
empt Wyoming and Idaho from the geo
thermal development restrictions. These 

senators believe that any federal over
sight of water permits is unacceptable. 

"It is extraordinarily disappointing 
that the shortsighted approach to pro
tection by these two senators continues 
to leave Yellowstone vulnerable to out
side development," said NPCA. Staff 
Attorney Elizabeth Fayad. 

For the gray wolf, scheduled to be 
reintroduced soon to areas in and near 
Yellowstone, the news is more encour
aging, although the animal will not re
ceive full protection. Once the park's 
top predator, the wolf was extirpated 
in the 1920s and '30s at the behest of 
the livestock industry and others. It was 
listed as endangered in 1973. After more 
than two decades of debate over rein-
troduction, 15 wolves will be released 
this winter in Yellowstone. Another 15 
will go to public lands in Idaho. 

Although wildlife studies show that 
wolves will feed primarily on deer and 
elk, ranchers believe that wolves will 
prey on livestock. In a move opposed 
by many conservationists, the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service has decided that 
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Yellowstone's Old Faithful and other 
geothermal features are not fully protected. 

wolves near Yellowstone and in central 
Idaho will be managed as "nonessen-
tial/experimental" populations. This 
designation would allow ranchers to 
harass or kill wolves that are caught 
attacking livestock. 

In September, a coalition of conser
vation groups, represented by the Si
erra Club Legal Defense Fund, or 
SCLDF, filed a 60-day notice of intent 
to sue the Interior Department over the 
nonessential designation for wolves in 
central Idaho. The groups say the des
ignation is illegal because wolves are 
already returning on their own to Idaho, 
and any wolf in the area must receive 
full protection under the Endangered 
Species Act. "The U.S. Fish and Wild
life Service has traded any meaningful 
habitat protections for radio-collaring 
and dropping a few wolves on the 
ground in Idaho," said SCLDF attor
ney Doug Honnold. The lawsuit will 
not inhibit wolf reintroduction, but asks 
for increased protections. 

While steadfastly supporting the re
turn of wolves to Yellowstone, NPCA 
has also opposed the nonessential des
ignation, arguing that it is unwarranted. 
"Livestock concerns about wolf rein
troduction are based on unreasonable 
fears and mythical misunderstandings," 
said Terri Martin, NPCA Rocky Moun
tain regional director. "The designation 
improperly forfeits protective measures 
otherwise provided to the wolf as an 

endangered species, including land-use 
restrictions to protect habitat." 

Another concern, says Lang Smith 
of the Greater Yellowstone Coalition, 
is that ranchers will abuse the nones
sential designation. 

The Wyoming and American Farm 
Bureaus have also filed their intent to 
sue over the nonessential status, clearly 
seeking to block the release of wolves. 
Despite this, federal officials are confi
dent that reintroduction will proceed. 

HERITAGE AREAS BILL 
APPROVED BY HOUSE 
A new bill to establish national heritage 
areas is aimed at preserving significant 
sites while recognizing partnerships as 
the management method of the future. 
In the last days of the 103 rd Congress, 
the House approved the measure by a 
281-137 vote. 

Sponsored by Rep. Bruce Vento ID-
Minn.), the bill would establish ten sites 
as part of an American Heritage Areas 
Partnership Program in the Department 
of the Interior. Heritage areas are geo
graphically and thematically related sites 
that are distinctive for their historical, 
cultural, and natural values. The bill 
responds to the growing number of re
quests by state, local, and private enti
ties for assistance from the National 
Park Service—which has aided the four 
national heritage areas that already ex
ist—in planning and completing stud
ies for these sites. A strong advocate of 
partnerships in preservation, NPCA 
supports this legislation. At press time, 
the House and Senate were negotiating 
over the bill. 

The American Heritage Areas Part
nership Program would allow areas to 
be so designated by Congress if an en
tity requesting designation completed a 
feasibility study and entered into a man
agement compact with the secretary of 
the interior. Several local entities have 
already begun this process, although 
they have expressed concern that de
lays in the passage of the bill endanger 
the resources found in these areas. 

The ten sites that would be estab
lished by Vento's bill include the Au-
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gusta Canal Heritage Area in Geor
gia, the Vancouver Heritage Area in 
Washington, and the Shenandoah Val
ley Battlefield Heritage Area in Vir
ginia (which was the subject of an
other recent bill pushing for national 
park status). The sites that constitute 
this last heritage area are typical of the 
designation: they are Civil War battle
fields that are noncontiguous, yet re
lated in significance to the war. 

Opponents of heritage areas legis
lation call it "another federal land 
grab" in the characteristic rhetoric of 
the Wise Use Movement. In a letter to 
his colleagues in the House of Repre
sentatives, Rep. Gerald B. Solomon 
(R-N.Y.) wrote that "the environmen
talists behind this bill have federal land 
use control as their primary objective." 

"The opponents of a heritage areas 
program cannot separate the substance 
of the bill from their anti-environment 
rhetoric," said Tom Adams, an NPCA 
Washington representative. "Heritage 
area proposals would be grassroots-
driven, where local entities enter part

nerships, not land-use battles, with the 
government. We are pleased that the 
House saw through the deceptive argu
ments of opponents and allowed good 
resource stewardship to prevail." 

NPCA NAMES WINNER 
O F 1994 MATHER AWARD 
NPCA is pleased to name Frank Buono, 
a long-time National Park Service em
ployee, as the recipient of the 1994 
Stephen Tyng Mather award. 

Named for the first director of the 
Park Service, the Mather award recog
nizes an outstanding government em
ployee who has risked his or her job or 
career for the principles and practices of 
park stewardship. The award is funded 
by the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Com
pany. Referred to as "inspirational" and 
a "beacon of light" by some of his NPS 
colleagues, Buono has held a variety of 
positions within the agency and been a 
leader on several important and some
times contentious issues. 

For nearly a decade, Buono has 
served as an instructor at the Albright 
Employee Development Center, ex
panding the resource management train
ing curriculum. Despite initial opposi
tion from NPS and other federal land 
managers, Buono also consistently 
pushed for the protection of the Cali
fornia Desert. 

Buono has researched and written 
on many subjects, including wilderness, 
wildlife, and legal histories. In addition, 
as a member of the NPS Mining and 
Minerals staff, Buono struggled to pro
tect resources in the face of mineral 
development. He has also taken strong 
stands against illegal grazing and plant 
harvesting. 

Buono has served at several national 
parks, including Grand Canyon, Ever
glades, Carlsbad Caverns, Mount Rain
ier, and Denali. In his nomination, a 
Park Service colleague wrote that Buono 
has always "weighed in on the side of 
resources over consumptive use...wil
derness over development, and...wet
lands over parking lots." 
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REGIONALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 

Chip Dennerlein, Regional Director 
NPCA successfully advocated the de
feat of an amendment that would have 
effectively left public lands in Alaska 
open to unregulated air traffic. Sen. 
Frank Murkowski (R-Alaska) added the 
amendment, which would have prohib
ited the use of funds to enforce over
flight restrictions, to the 1995 transpor
tation funding bill. Saying that the 
amendment would have interfered with 
national policy, the House rejected the 
Senate language. 

• 
To contribute to the natural, cultural, 
and recreational resources of Katmai 
National Park, the Katmai Partners 
group was called together in Septem
ber by park Superintendent Bill Pierce, 
who invited Dennerlein and others to 
participate. The group will meet regu
larly to identify the park's most crucial 
issues. In the initial meeting, the group 
discussed ways to enhance the role of 
adjacent, or "gateway," communities in 
park management. 

HEARTLAND 

Lori Nelson, Regional Director 
Citing authorizing legislation, legislative 
history, case law, and NPS policies, 
NPCA has concluded that it is beyond 
NPS authority to allow a tribal hunt in 
the south unit of Badlands National 
Park, as proposed in a recent environ
mental assessment (EA). The Park Ser
vice had referred to a 1976 agreement 
with the Oglala Sioux that reserved 
hunting rights to the tribe as the basis 
on which to permit the hunt. NPCA 
points out that the park's authorizing 
legislation does not specifically permit 
hunting, although it does agree to other 
reserved tribal uses. When legislation 
and a document such as the 1976 agree
ment conflict, NPCA contends, the 

former must take precedence. However, 
NPCA continues to support legislation 
to return the south unit to the Sioux, 
who once owned the land. 

NORTHEAST 

Eileen Woodford, Regional Director 
A coalition of preservation groups, in
cluding NPCA, is opposing a proposed 
bridge connecting Ellis Island in Up
per New York Bay to Liberty State Park 
in New Jersey. The coalition argues that 
the bridge would permanently alter the 
historic character of the island, the first 
stop for millions of immigrants from 
the turn of the century to the mid-1920s. 
Today's visitors arrive at Ellis Island by 
boat, as did the immigrants, and con
tinue on to the Statue of Liberty this 
way. Although promoted by local in
terests and New Jersey Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg (D) as designed for pedes
trians, the bridge would also accom
modate vehicular traffic. NPCA is also 
alarmed at development projects at Lib
erty State Park, such as a golf course 
that would threaten the integrity of Ellis 
Island if it is connected by a bridge. 

PACIFIC 

Brian Huse, Regional Director 
Culminating a years-long public plan
ning process, the final management plan 
for the Presidio in San Francisco was 
recently released by the Park Service. 
NPCA praised the plan, which will de
vote two-thirds of the historic Army 
base, now part of the Golden Gate Na
tional Recreation Area, to green space. 
Planners hope to lease several of the 
Presidio's historic buildings to non
profit groups. A bill to set up a public 
benefit corporation to manage the 
leases, sponsored by Rep. Nancy Pelosi 
(D-Calif.) and supported by NPCA, was 
likely to be approved by Congress be
fore it adjourned in October. 

At press time, the fate of the California 
Desert Protection Act, which passed 
both houses of Congress this year, was 
unclear. As the adjournment date 
neared, several Republican legislators 
were obstructing the bill's progress to
ward a conference committee. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
A proposed plan for road work at Cra
ters of the Moon National Monument 
fails to include some much-needed 
analyses, NPCA contends. NPS plans 
to reconstruct a portion of the park's 
loop road, which traverses volcanic 
cones and craters in south-central Idaho. 

NPCA is concerned that the project 
will be implemented without thorough 
research into the existence of sensitive 
plant species. The Idaho Department 
of Fish and Game says these plants oc
cur close to park boundaries and need 
to be surveyed, according to the park's 
general management plan. Because the 
landscape has slowly recovered from 
volcanic action that ceased only 2,000 
years ago, more than 200 species of 
plants now exist at the park. NPCA 
strongly supports the Park Service's re
quest for funds to identify the plants. 

In other news, a legislative proposal 
to expand the monument and redesig
nate it as a national park has stalled. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Terri Martin, Regional Director 
Ever since Canada's Noranda Miner
als, Inc., announced plans to establish a 
gold mine two and a half miles from 
Yellowstone National Park, NPCA and 
other conservationists have said a na
tionwide—if not global—effort would 
be required to save the park's precious 
resources. Interior Secretary Bruce Bab
bitt and The New York Times are now 
giving the crisis national attention. 
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The newspaper recently ran two de
risive editorials that underscored what 
NPCA has long asserted, that the mine 
"poses a clear long-term threat" to the 
park. The editorials proposed that a 
buyout of Noranda may be necessary 
since the company now owns most of 
the mine site, and Noranda has said 
that it would consider a buyout. The 
paper also urged Congress to reform 
the antiquated 1872 mining law that 
allowed Noranda to claim the site. 

Speaking at a symposium held at the 
park in September, Babbitt said the 
mine "poses some ominous and very 
important issues." 

SOUTHEAST 

Don Barger, Regional Director 
NPCA was instrumental in helping NPS 
identify the route of the historic Trail 
of Tears through a section of rural Ten
nessee. The trail is the overland route 
used for the forced march in 1838-39 of 
the Cherokee Indians from Tennessee 
to Oklahoma. When a coal company 
sought to prospect in Tennessee's rug
ged Cumberland Mountain region, 
thought to contain a portion of the trail, 
NPS had to pinpoint the exact route to 
adequately protect the area from min
ing impacts. After Barger contacted a 
local historian and a leading expert on 
the Trail of Tears, the group used old 
records to identify the route. 

SOUTHWEST 

Dave Simon, Regional Director 
A bill to expand and upgrade Saguaro 
National Monument in Arizona cleared 
the House in October and is on its way 
to the President for approval. The Sen
ate passed the bill in June. Backed by 
NPCA, the bill would expand the mon
ument by 3,460 acres and redesignate it 
as a national park. When the monu
ment was established in 1933, it was 15 
miles from the suburbs of Tucson. To
day, urban sprawl extends to the bor
ders of the park, which is divided into 
two sections on both sides of the city. 
The bill would enlarge the 20,000-acre 
western unit. "This desert jewel will get 
the protection it deserves," Simon said. 
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F O R U M 

Taking 
Liberties 

Advocates of takings legislation believe the Constitution 
guarantees them the right to individual profit at the 

expense of the public.. .and the environment. 

By William Callaway 

S EVERAL VERSIONS of so-called tak
ings legislation are being debated 
in Congress, and if passed could 

threaten the federal government's abil
ity to implement laws and cost taxpay
ers billions of dollars. 

To date, the debate has focused on 
the "horror stories" of private landown
ers who have suffered economic loss at 
the hands of government. But if Con
gress decides that it, rather than the 
Supreme Court, is better qualified to 
interpret the Constitution, the horror 
stories may extend well beyond the ex
periences of a few property owners. 

The takings issue—generated by ad
vocates of growth versus those calling 
for environmental protections—is 
quickly becoming the most contentious 
environmental battle at both federal and 
state levels. The debate has extended 
well beyond a question of compensa
tion for a physical taking of structures 
or parcels of land as provided for by 
the framers of the Constitution. 

Proponents of takings legislation ar
gue that governmental regulations that 
might deprive individuals of a profit 
should be waived or the individuals 
should be compensated for their "loss." 
Nearly everyone would agree that gov
ernments should reimburse individuals 
fairly and in a timely manner for a tak
ing involving land or buildings. A regu

latory taking, however, creates a new 
and broad interpretation of the Fifth 
Amendment to the Constitution, which 
states in part that "No person shall...be 
deprived of life, liberty, or property, 
without due process of law, nor shall 
private property be taken for public use 

Environmental laws and 
regulations, particularly 
those governing clean 
water and endangered 

species, have been the 
primary targets for takings 

legislation. 

without just compensation." 
For more than 100 years, the Su

preme Court has handed down deci
sions that have reinforced the concept 
of physical takings but has decided 
against regulatory or partial takings. In 
a recent decision in the case of Concrete 
Pipe and Products v. Construction La
borers Pension Trust (1993), the court 
stated that "our cases have long estab
lished that mere diminution in the value 
of property, however serious, is insuffi

cient to demonstrate a taking." 
Past legislation (at least five measures 

were before the last session of Con
gress) would transfer the role of deter
mining what constitutes a taking to ad
ministering agencies. Under those pro
posals, individuals unwilling to protect 
the habitat of endangered species, limit 
the development of wetlands, or con
trol the volume of polluted effluent 
could sue the federal government to 
compensate them for loss of income or 
use because of the regulations. In order 
to implement such regulations, the fed
eral government would be in the posi
tion of compensating individuals who 
might otherwise violate these laws, cre
ating a financial burden that no bud
get-stressed government could meet. 

While the National Park Service is 
not a regulatory agency, it depends on 
laws such as the Clean Air, Clean Wa
ter, and Endangered Species acts to pro
tect its resources. Environmental laws 
and regulations, particularly those gov
erning clean water and endangered spe
cies, have been the primary targets for 
takings legislation. 

A variety of situations could arise if 
takings legislation is passed, although 
as many as 30 different groups are fight
ing to ensure this does not happen. Sub
sidies could be paid to Virginia Power 
and the Tennessee Valley Authority to 
limit sulfur and nitrogen emissions that 
are adding to the haze clouding Shen
andoah and Great Smoky Mountains 
national parks. The same legislation 
could prevent Clean Water regulations 
from being enforced, further damaging 
the already endangered Everglades Na
tional Park. Drilling for natural gas 
could be allowed around Carlsbad Cav
erns, threatening the physical structure 
of the cave system. Payments could be 
made to the Church Universal Trium
phant to prevent it from tapping the 
geothermal system that feeds Yellow
stone National Park and the Old Faith
ful geyser. 

Members of Congress who oppose 
takings legislation, such as Rep. Norman 
Mineta (D-Calif.), have realized the 
wide-ranging implications. Mineta has 
responded to takings advocates by not
ing that "local zoning laws, occupational 
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health and safety laws, environmental 
laws, civil rights laws, public health laws, 
labor laws, transportation safety laws, 
even criminal laws, all restrict in some 
way what a person may do on his or her 
own property." The effect of the mea
sures ultimately would be less protec
tion for individuals, not more. 

Current legislation also seeks to de
fine what constitutes loss and when it 
occurs. For example, legislation intro
duced by Sen. Robert Dole 
(R-Kans.) states that a tak
ing occurs when regulations 
cause any "diminution of 
use or value of private 
property" (S. 2006). Oth
ers would set prescribed 
limits, such as the loss of 
50 percent of market value 
of their land or of the use 
of any portion of that prop
erty (H.R. 3875). While the 
latter bill applies only to 
regulations promulgated 
under the Endangered Spe
cies and Clean Water acts, 
the implications are obvi
ous. 

Even sponsors of takings 
bills, such as Rep. Billy Tau-
zin (D-La.), have admitted 
the significant costs associ
ated with such legislation. 
Tauzin noted that payments 
for all regulatory action 
would "bankrupt" the fed
eral government. An obvi
ous alternative to bank
ruptcy is no regulations. 

With 30 states consider
ing property rights legisla
tion, compensation will not 
be limited to the U.S. Treasury. The 
sponsors of takings legislation are sup
ported by groups that believe economic 
profit is a constitutional guarantee equal 
to life and liberty, and compensation 
for any federal action that restricts an 
individual's use of private property is 
more than justified. If takings advocates 
succeed, and legislation that recognizes 
regulatory takings should become law, 
the ability of the federal government to 
"establish Justice, insure domestic Tran
quility, provide for the common defense, 

promote the general Welfare, and se
cure the Blessings of Liberty," as called 
for in the preamble to the Constitution, 
will be compromised. 

While some takings advocates would 
have us believe that this legislation is 
pushed by individual property owners 
and small businesses that have been 
regulated to the brink of poverty, fur
ther scrutiny reveals the true financial 
engine behind groups such as People 

Even sponsors of takings 

bills...have admitted the 
significant costs associated 

with such legislation. 

for the West! and the so-called Wise 
Use Movement. 

Individuals do make up part of the 
constituency for these groups, but sub
stantial contributions for their activities 
come from companies that exploit natu

ral resources. Oil, gas, mining, and tim
ber companies, along with ranching in
terests, are the major supporters. (Amer
ican Mining Congress, Independent 
Petroleum Association of America, Na
tional Association of Mining Districts, 
National Forest Products Association, 
National Cattlemen's Association, and 
American Farm Bureau Federation are 
just a few.) 

Their rhetoric suggests that they sup
port protecting the rights 
of individuals, but their 
goal is to limit or eliminate 
regulations that safeguard 
air, land, and water. Goals 
of the movement include 
mining in the national 
parks and wilderness areas 
as well as extensive con
struction and road-build
ing throughout the Na
tional Park System and 
other public lands. One of 
the movement's leaders, 
Ron Arnold, has stated 
publicly more than once, 
"Our goal is to destroy, to 
eradicate, the environmen
tal movement." 

Advocates of takings 
legislation would have the 
few, private property own
ers, impose their will on the 
whole, the people of the 
United States. It is impera
tive that all individuals who 
support health, safety, and 
environmental regulations 
(and ultimately they affect 
everyone) see and under
stand the real motives of 
the Wise Use Movement 

and private property rights' activists. 
The matter of takings should be left to 
the courts, where independent legal de
cisions can be made on a case-by-case 
basis. The Constitution should not be 
contorted to guarantee profits for pri
vate individuals and companies at the 
expense of the public. 

William Callaway, an NPCA Washing
ton representative, works on legislative 
issues affecting the natural resources of 
the parks. 
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EMBATTLED GROUND 
Disney has withdrawn its plans to build a 3,000-acre theme park 

near Manassas, and opponents are claiming victory. 
But with the company looking for another Virginia site 

and land near the battlefield zoned for development, 
the war is not yet over. 

By Chris Fordney 

T in: NIGHT OF Septem
ber 21, employees of 
the Walt Disney Com

pany celebrated at a restau
rant in Fairfax, Virginia, after 
local planning boards ap
proved the $130 million in 
road improvements and en
dorsed the company's plans 
for a new history-based theme 
park in the nearby country
side. A year of intense lobby
ing and negotiating had ended 
with Disney in possession of 
most of the key regulatory ap
provals it needed to break 
ground. 

Just one week later, it was 
time for Disney's opponents to cel
ebrate, after top company officials 
abruptly killed plans for Disney's 
America, the $650 million theme park 
slated to be built on 3,000 acres near 
Haymarket, Virginia, a village of 500 
people about 35 miles west of Wash
ington, D.C. 

Disney's sudden withdrawal came 
after the theme park was pummeled by 
a broad range of critics who decried its 
approach to history and claimed it 
would spark rampant and tasteless com
mercial sprawl over hundreds of square 
miles of rural land, choking the area 
with traffic and air pollution. In the 

Above, Mickey, Virginia Gov. George 
Allen, State Sen. Russ Potts, and Minnie. 
Allen supported a $163-million state bond 
to benefit Disney. Some money would 
have been used to widen Interstate 66 
(left), a major commuter route. 

wake of the pullout, some of Disney's 
supporters blame owners of nearby es
tates who fought the project. Others 
say the image-sensitive company saw the 
theme park turning into a nationwide 
public relations disaster even as the 
company was clearing hurdles on the 
local front. 

"Clearly it [the threat to historic 

lands] struck a chord with a 
large number of people around 
the country," says Richard 
Moe, president of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation 
and member of Protect His
toric America, a group of 
prominent historians such as 
James M. McPherson, David 
McCullough, and Shelby 
Foote, who took the battle to 
the halls of Congress and the 
editorial pages of the country's 
leading newspapers. 

Much of the controversy 
focused on the threats to 
Manassas National Battlefield 
Park—only three miles from 

Disney's site—and Shenandoah Na
tional Park, about 30 miles west of the 
site. For the second time in six years, 
Manassas had been rescued from a de
velopment threat. In 1988 citizens or
ganized to prevent a mall from being 
built on the famous William Center tract 
adjacent to the battlefield. In 1990 Con
gress seized 404 acres of land to pre
vent development there, at a cost to 
taxpayers of more than $100 million. 
The National Parks and Conservation 
Association joined local groups to block 
the development. Among the most 
dogged activists was Annie Snyder, who 
also played a role in dislodging Disney's 
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plans for a theme park. 
Although the smoke has begun to 

clear from the Disney fight, the threats 
to these two parks as well as other his
toric lands in Virginia have not disap
peared. Disney may choose another site 
in Virginia just as damaging for Shen
andoah, and heavy traffic generated by 
Washington, D.C., and its environs will 
continue to affect both park units. The 
political climate in Prince William 
County may become even more diffi
cult for the battlefield as business boost
ers watch another potential generator 
of much-needed tax dollars and jobs 
vanish. The prospects for such protec
tions as a historic overlay district, which 
would provide some controls on the 
type of development close to the park, 
"won't get to first base," says Richard 
Hefter, the only member of the county 
Planning Commission to vote against 
Disney. 

Snyder says she has been petitioning 
the county for years for a historic over
lay district, which would provide other 
controls on development along the ap

proaches to the battlefield. During the 
Disney fight, "We found out how criti
cal it is that we [should] have [protec
tions]," she says. Manassas Superinten
dent Ken Apschnikat also has been 
pushing the county to adopt a two-mile 
historic overlay district to keep the clut
ter at arm's length. 

Although Disney had agreed not to 
build any structures that would have 
intruded on views from the battlefield, 
Apschnikat was worried about the po
tential for high-rise development out
side of the theme park along Interstate 
66. Prince William County has laid the 
groundwork for intensive development 
along the highway by zoning for 77 mil
lion square feet of commercial space. 
The square footage is the "rough statis
tical equivalent of downtown Boston," 
according to The Washington Post. 

Although Disney has withdrawn its 
plans, conditions for the creation of this 
"edge city" persist. With new roads 
planned and favorable zoning in place, 
another major project could trigger the 
explosive rise of office towers that would 

mar the views from Manassas battle-
field's 15 important vistas. Now, the 
views remain unobstructed with the ex
ception of a water tower to the south. 
"What you see today is what we want 
to retain," says Apschnikat. 

Prince William County officials have 
stated that they also wish to block new 
structures that would be visible from 
historic sites. But as Snyder says, "We're 
at ground zero, where we've always 
been," with a pro-growth local govern
ment that refuses to enact real protec
tions for the battlefield. "And that's 
pretty damn sad." 

Concern about the impacts on his
toric sites was one of the reasons Disney 
gave for pulling out. Company officials 
also said that the debate was marring 
their highly valued public image, and 
they could not say for certain when the 
park would open. The company said it 
still planned to build Disney's America 
at another site in Virginia. But if so, the 
company may not receive as warm a 
welcome the second time. Virginia Gov. 
George Allen and the state legislature 
were clearly feeling jilted after laying 
out the red carpet in the form of $163 
million in road improvements and tax 
breaks. Winning Disney and the poten
tial for thousands of jobs and millions 
of dollars in annual tax revenue had 
been perceived as a key victory for the 
governor. 

After announcing its plans for Dis
ney's America last November, the com
pany quickly lost control of the public 
discussion. The theme park was to com
bine entertainment and education as a 
sort of virtual history experience. Visi
tors would participate in or be sur
rounded by such things as a Civil War 
battle reenactment, a World War II air
field, and a Depression-era county fair. 
That approach was dropped when an 
outcry arose over a comment by a 
Disney executive who said, "We want 
to make you feel what it was like to be a 
slave or what it was like to escape 
through the Underground Railroad." 
This suggested, wrote author William 
Styron in The Washington Post, that 
slavery was somehow a subject for fun 
or that the escape route used by slaves 
was similar to a subway system. 
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Union and Confederate armies fought in 
two battles at Manassas, which today is cut 
into quarters by two major commuter 
routes. Rush-hour traffic backs up at a 
single light where the routes intersect. 

Things went from bad to worse in 
the public relations department when 
Virginia had to cancel a contract with 
an engineering firm to study the envi
ronmental impacts of new roads for the 
theme park when it turned out the con
sultant was working for Disney. Then 
opponents used the Washington open
ing of the Disney film The Lion King as 
an opportunity to jeer Disney Chair
man Michael Eisner and held a march 
and rally against Disney in Washington 
in September. 

The outcry over the theme park ex
panded from a state to a national de
bate involving historic preservationists, 
citizen activists, and environmentalists. 
The Senate subcommittee on Public 
Lands, National Parks, and Forests held 
hearings in June, during which NPCA 
faulted Virginia's leaders for a "mind
less commitment to development" and 
an unwillingness to protect national 
park sites in the state. Rep. Michael A. 
Andrews (D-Tex.), who introduced a 
resolution in June to muster congres
sional opposition to the theme park, 
described Disney's proposed develop
ment as a "planned megalopolis. When 
finished, Disney will have built from 
scratch one of Virginia's largest cities. 
The consequences for the surrounding 

public lands would be devastating." 
About one-tenth the size of Disney 

Wor ld near O r l a n d o , Florida, the 
company's latest theme park would have 
been the heart of a mixed-use develop
ment of hotels, offices, and as many as 
2,300 houses built in three phases over 
15 years. The company said it would 
donate land for schools and a library, 
retain up to 40 percent of its land as 
green space, and set an example for 
high-quality construction in the area. 

Most affected would have been 
Virginia's Piedmont country, with its 
vineyards, two-lane roads, small towns, 
and picturesque horse farms. Some of 
America's wealthiest families—names 
such as Mellon, du Pont, and Mars— 
own estates in the rolling hills. These 
families led the local fight against Disney 
through the Piedmont Environmental 
Council (PEC), their rural conservation 
organization. 

A stack of studies by PEC staff and 
outside consultants raised questions 
about water and sewer capacity, traffic 
projections, and the state's estimates of 
tax revenue from the project. For PEC, 
the main threat posed by Disney's 
America was urban sprawl: rapid, un
planned, and poorly regulated growth 
that would have fundamentally trans

formed the centuries-old character of 
the northern Piedmont. 

PEC never expected to stop Disney 
on any single issue or prevail in Prince 
William, where support for the project 
and its promise of 12,000 jobs and mil
lions of dollars in annual tax revenue 
was welcome news to the 240,000 popu
lation that bears the highest tax rate in 
the state. "I don't think there's any one 
silver bullet to stop this project," PEC 
President Robert T. Dennis said in a 
July interview. He said then that the 
only way the project would die was 
when Disney realized its public image 
was "taking a beat ing" from some 
prominent quarters and decided to pull 
out, a statement that would prove re
markably prescient. 

The historians of Protect Historic 
America stressed that they never meant 
to bash Disney and only wanted the 
company to choose another site for the 
theme park. But a network of local 
grassroots groups that sprung up to fight 
Disney took direct aim at such icons as 
Mickey Mouse, gaining wide press play 
with effigies that twisted him into a cari
cature of cigar-chomping corporate 
greed. Kitchen fax machines churned 
out a steady stream of news releases. 
The idea was to "blast Disney, give them 
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bad press," says Tony Urso, a United 
Airlines mechanic and president of Pro
tect Prince William. "Their image was 
getting tarnished." 

Efforts also were aimed at putting 
the heat directly on Disney's most insu
lated corporate suites. Advocate Annie 
Snyder collected petitions from 38 states 
and sent them to Eisner by certified 
mail. She says she was being inundated 
by calls, letters, and faxes from around 
the country and is sure the 
company was as well. "I was 
not at all surprised when 
Disney began to feel the 
pressure," she says. 

At this writing, Disney 
had not announced where 
Disney's America might be 
built. Although no bulldoz
ers dug into the fields where 
the theme park was to be 
built, the land is still zoned 
for residential and commer
cial use. 

Today, the 5,100-acre 
Manassas battlefield is bor
dered by housing develop
ments and strip malls to the 
south and the east, and its fields tremble 
not from muskets and artillery but from 
the takeoff thunder of the Concorde 
from nearby Dulles International Air
port. The battlefield park is cut into 
quarters by two major commuter routes, 
Virginia Route 234 and U.S. Route 29. 
Rush-hour traffic backs up at a single 
light where the two roads intersect. 
During the middle of the day, park visi
tors dodge dump trucks and other com
mercial traffic barreling through the 
battlefield. 

Already overloaded with cars, the 
battlefield would be overwhelmed by 
any additional traffic. The interpretive 
staff, though busy, can handle the cur
rent crowds, says Apschnikat, although 
he adds that the traffic and visitor load 
is "almost to the point of being unman
ageable." The Park Service maintains 
that Manassas battlefield may eventu
ally have to institute some sort of cap 
on the number of visitors inside the 
park at one time. 

During the debate over Disney's 
America, top National Park Service of

ficials found themselves battling a pro
posal to widen U.S. 29 through the 
battlefield park, which would have 
caused "severe, irrevocable, and unac
ceptable" impacts on the battlefield, 
wrote Assistant Secretary of Interior for 
Fish and Wildlife and Parks George T. 
Frampton, Jr., and Park Service Direc
tor Roger G. Kennedy in a letter to 
Prince William County officials. 

State plans are on track for one leg 
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of a bypass of Virginia Route 234, and 
the Park Service is pushing for the high
way to be routed completely around 
the battlefield, says John Parsons, the 
Park Service's associate regional direc
tor for land-use coordination. The ulti
mate goal is to build another bypass for 
U.S. 29, close the park to through traf
fic, and restore the battlefield roads to 
gravel, much as they were when Union 
and Confederate armies met in major 
engagements in 1861 and 1862. 

Currently, the Park Service is review
ing the battlefield's general management 
plan and jump-starting a study of high
way bypasses authorized by the legisla
tion that seized the William Center tract 
in 1990. The study had stalled when the 
economy slowed, and it appeared that 
development around the battlefield had 
abated, according to Parsons. 

Now that the pressures posed by 
Disney's America have lessened, Ap
schnikat worries that the road study will 
again end up on a back burner. 

Farther west at Shenandoah National 
Park near Luray, Virginia, Superinten

dent Bill Wade had been trying to as
sess the potential impact of Disney's 
America on the 196,000-acre mountain 
reserve. 

The northern entrance of Shenan
doah is about 30 miles west of Hay-
market, a straight shot on 1-66. Disney's 
theme park still could have an impact 
on this mountainous park, depending 
on where in Virginia company officials 
choose to build. 

Shenandoah gets about 2 
million visitors a year, the 
bulk of whom cruise Sky
line Drive, a meandering 
two-lane road that traces the 
crest of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains and provides ex
pansive views of pastoral 
valley floors from its many 
overlooks. The heaviest visi
tation is in the fall, when 
the turning leaves attract 
thousands of sightseers from 
Washington, D.C., and the 
city's suburbs. 

Besides an increase in 
visitation, the park has had 
to contend over the last few 

years with a variety of growing natural 
and man-made threats, including the 
park's steadily declining air quality, a 
gypsy moth caterpillar infestation, and 
a $12-million backlog of deferred main
tenance. To restrict costs, Wade has 
shuttered campgrounds, cut visitor pro
grams, and even tried to close part of 
Skyline Drive during the winter of 1992-
93. Closing the road sparked a howl of 
outrage from local business operators 
who live off the park's visitors. Wade's 
superiors overruled him under pressure 
from members of Virginia's congres
sional delegation. 

Wade also tangled with the state's 
powerful utility companies when he 
sought a moratorium on new electric
ity-plant construction in Virginia, argu
ing in the Federal Register in 1991 that 
15 proposed plants would add 20,000 
tons of sulfur dioxide and 36,000 tons 
of nitrogen oxide every year to indus
trial air pollution that was already draw
ing an opaque curtain over the park's 
fabled views and poisoning its streams 
with acid rain. The controversy faded 

JO November/December 1994 

http://STAMI.tR


when a slow economy reduced demand 
for new hookups and some of the plants 
were scrapped. NPCA gave Wade the 
Stephen Tyng Mather Award for using 
every means at his disposal to gain more 
stringent air pollution controls on these 
power plants. 

Shenandoah has been keeping track 
of its air quality for about ten years, but 
tight budgets had park officials expect
ing that two of its three monitoring sta
tions would be closed this year. 

Unlike the power-plant issue, when 
he was able to gather scientific data to 
counter a definable development threat, 
Wade admits he has no hard data to 
back up his concerns about the effects 
on Shenandoah from Disney's America. 
Even less clear—but potentially more 
harmful—were the long-term effects of 
the growth that would have marched 
west along 1-66 as the area around the 
theme park built up, Wade said. 

Wade can point to one disturbing 
statistic that reflects what happened 
around the park between 1980 and 
1990. A park study of surrounding pri-

Park Superintendent Bill Wade is 
concerned that Disney's America could 
still affect Shenandoah, depending on 
where the company chooses to build. 

vate land showed three basic types: resi
dential, farm, and undeveloped wilder
ness. The study detected a 35-percent 
decrease in the wilderness areas over 
that period, and they gave way almost 

exclusively to subdivisions for new 
houses, he says. 

That low-intensity growth is the real 
problem facing Shenandoah, Wade said, 
one that is brought home to him by 
older visitors who are able to compare 
the views now to what they looked like 
30 years ago, when the Washington 
Monument could sometimes be seen 
from the park. 

Some believe that the nationwide re
action to Disney's America has signaled 
a new determination among Americans 
to prevent the loss of historic land to 
development. But no one should imag
ine that the fight is completely over. In 
his column in The Washington Post, 
writer Jonathan Yardley pointed out 
that both Civil War battles at Manassas 
were won by the eventual loser of the 
war. He warned against complacency, 
suggesting that vigilance was the price 
of protection. 

Chris Fordney, who is based in Win
chester, Virginia, last wrote for National 
Parks about the Blue Ridge Parkway. 
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RESCUING 
THE REEF 

In the last 40 years, half of the coral in the 
Caribbean has disappeared. The National Park System 

harbors some of the healthiest coral reefs, 
but even these are not safe from degradation. 

By Ebba Hierta 

C ORAL REEFS and their adjacent 
suppor t ing habitats are the 
most diverse and complex eco

systems on the planet, rivaled only by 
rainforests in terms of the number of 
species represented. A Caribbean reef 
can support thousands of species, in
cluding at least 40 varieties of coral, 
300 types of fish, and countless forms 
of plant life in a delicately balanced and 
strikingly beautiful marine ecosystem. 

A reef system actually includes sev
eral different habitats, all interdepen
dent and equally important to coral 
health. Mangroves along the shore slow 
down freshwater runoff and trap sedi
ments while providing a nursery and 
habitat for the juveniles of many reef 
denizens. Sea grass beds generate oxy
gen and also trap sediments while pro
viding foraging grounds for endangered 
manatees and sea turtles as well as many 
common reef fish, such as damsel, but
terfly, and angel fish. Hardbot tom— 

As complex as a rainforest, a reef system 
includes several different habitats and 
supports thousands of species. 

The porkfish is one of 300 species of fish 
that can be found in Caribbean coral reefs. 

areas of limestone rock with only a thin 
covering of sediment—is habitat for 
many sponges, crustaceans, and soft 
corals, which grow on flexible stalks 
and move with the currents. 

Like their terrestrial counterparts, 
many of the world's coral reefs, includ
ing those found in four national parks 
and monuments, have been degraded 
by human intervention, some to an 
alarming degree. Jeremy Jackson, a re
searcher with the Smithsonian Tropical 
Research Institute, estimates that half 

of the coral in the Caribbean has disap
peared in the last 40 years. Throughout 
the Florida Keys, many reefs have been 
destroyed by disease and are inundated 
with polluted water from Florida Bay, a 
body of water that is encompassed by 
Everglades National Park. 

A combination of location and a 
higher degree of protection has made 
the reefs in Biscayne, Dry Tortugas, and 
Virgin Islands national parks, as well as 
Buck Island Reef National Monument, 
among the most pristine in the region. 
But even these reefs are showing signs 
of stress. And because entry points to 
marine parks are unlimited, enforcing 
regulations is especially difficult. 

"Are they healthy? No," says Rich
ard Curry, science coordinator at Bis
cayne National Park, at the northern 
edge of the coral reef system that sweeps 
220 miles southwest along the Florida 
Keys to Dry Tortugas National Park, 
60 miles west of Key West. "Most visi
tors see this fantastic, colorful scene 
teeming with fish, and they think every
thing is fine. But it's deceiving. We know 
that things are out of balance. We don't 
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have the percentage of live coral that 
we believe we should, and we know the 
numbers are still declining." 

Inside the hard calcium coral encase
ment are tiny polyps—relatives of the 
jellyfish—that live in a symbiotic rela
tionship with zooxanthellae algae, add
ing to the reefs color. The algae use up 
carbon dioxide, a waste product of the 
polyp, and the algae give off oxygen as 
a product of photosynthesis, which in 
turn is used by the coral. 

Reefs thrive only in clean water, with 
temperatures warmer than 64 degrees 
and water depths usually less than 90 
feet, although they can be found in 
deeper water. Excessive nutrients from 
sewage and agricultural runoff spur al
gae blooms, such as red or brown tides, 
that can smother coral. Turbidity from 
sediment runoff blocks the sunlight 
needed for growth. Overfishing upsets 
the food web, critically reducing the 

numbers of predators and leading to 
the overpopulation of other species. 
Boat anchors tear up reefs and plow 
furrows through the grass beds, and the 
mere touch of a diver or snorkeler can 
kill the fragile coral polyp. 

Reefs are also easily damaged by hur
ricanes and tropical storms. In 1989, 
Hurricane Hugo destroyed a portion of 
the live coral in one area of Virgin Is
lands National Park on St. John. Coral 
grows slowly under the best condi
tions—a brain coral the size of a bas
ketball may be 50 years old, and even 
the fastest growing branching coral av
erages only seven inches a year—and 
regrowth is further impeded when wa
ter quality is less than ideal. 

Widespread concern for the status 
of the region's coral reefs began in 1983 
when more than 90 percent of the popu
lation of the common black-spined sea 
urchin died within a year. Some scien-

Buck Island Reef National Monument, 
near St. Croix (in background), is a prime 
nesting site for endangered sea turtles. 

tists suspect a pathogen felled the ur
chin, a foraging species, which recently 
has begun a comeback. Scientists be
lieve the creature plays an important 
role in keeping algae growth in check 
on the reef. Then in 1987, a situation in 
which the coral's algae dies off, called 
bleaching, spread throughout the re
gion, killing many colonies. The cause 
of that problem is still unknown, says 
John Ogden, director of the Florida In
stitute of Oceanography, but most sci
entists agree that coral is more suscep
tible to disease when it is under envi
ronmental stress. The coral bleaching 
incident prompted scientists to look for 
ways to combine their efforts and take 
a more regional approach to managing 
the marine resources in the Keys and 
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Caribbean. In 1988, the Park Service 
established a long-term monitoring pro
gram in the four national parks, to sup
ply much-needed baseline data. In the 
past five years, the Park Service has 
spent more than $1 million on coral 
reefs, specifically to establish the moni
toring sites. As a result, a monitoring 
manual has been drafted and sent out 
to science organizations world-wide. 

One of the least disturbed reefs in 
North America is located in the 100-
square-mile Dry Tortugas National 
Park. Formerly Fort Jefferson National 
Monument, it was designated a national 
park in 1992 at NPCA's urging. With 
just seven tiny islands totaling 70 acres, 
the park's resources are primarily sub
merged and include more than 250 ship
wrecks in addition to the abundant ma
rine life. Its geographic isolation has 
fostered exceptionally clean water and 
very little incidence of coral disease. 
Visitation, although still relatively low, 
has quadrupled in the last 15 years, to 
about 40,000 people annually, says site 
supervisor Wayne Landrum. Visitors 
arrive by seaplane and chartered boats 
operated by concessioners as well as 
aboard private vessels. 

As overfishing, pollution, and dis
ease degrade many of the Florida Keys' 
reefs, people are willing to go farther to 
experience a pristine environment, Lan
drum says. The park has only eight em
ployees, including two full-time rang
ers, so park officials often have to de
pend on voluntary compliance to en
force regulations. 

"We're not in a crisis for our re
sources here," he says. "But we need to 
take a hard look now at how we plan to 
keep it that way." 

The newly established 2,800-square-
nautical-mile Florida Keys Marine Sanc
tuary, which will provide a higher level 
of protection for the entire Keys eco
system, is a great first step, says Lan
drum. Although the national parks are 
not specifically included in the marine 
sanctuary—to be administered by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration—they will benefit indi
rectly from the increased protection. 
The proposed management plan out
lines three replenishment reserves where 

all fish harvesting will be prohibited, 
including one adjacent to Dry Tortugas. 
Fish are an integral part of the reef eco
system and necessary for coral to thrive. 
They feed on algae, and their waste pro
vides nutrients in the normally crystal
line waters that coral prefer. 

Replenishment reserves are a fisher
ies management tool used around the 
world but still resisted in the United 
States, says James Bohnsack, a scientist 
with the National Marine Fisheries Ser
vice and reef resource team leader at 
the service's Miami laboratory. "No one 

A diver explores a reef at Biscayne 
National Park, which each year draws half 
a million visitors, most arriving by boat. 

expects to go to Yellowstone to shoot 
the animals, pick the flowers, and cut 
down trees for firewood," says Bohn
sack, "but in marine parks, you can 
fish...I guess it's easier to get people 
interested in protecting a warm, cuddly 
animal than a cold, slimy fish." When 
the marine parks were formed, enabling 
legislation allowed fishing to continue 
and designated a local governing body, 
such as the state of Florida, to oversee 
the activity. Congressional action is re
quired to change this arrangement. 

Existing management tools, such as 
size and catch limits, do not provide 
enough protection because they allow 
the largest and most fecund individuals 
to be taken, imperiling reproduction 
rates for some species, says Bohnsack. 

For instance, one ten-year-old red snap
per female produces 9.3 million eggs a 
year, the same amount produced by 212 
smaller fish approximately three years 
old. Reef fish—such as grouper and 
snapper—are especially vulnerable to 
overfishing, he says, because they live 
long, do not travel far, and have a low 
natural mortality rate. Some national 
park scientists, however, say that estab
lishing no-harvest zones in the sanctu
ary does not provide enough protec
tion. Fishing still will be allowed in the 
national parks, and unlike a national 
park, the sanctuary program is subject 
to congressional renewal every five years 
and could be canceled if politics inter
feres with science. 

Besides fishing, pollution and the 
degradation of water quality are among 
the biggest problems threatening coral 
reefs in the Keys. Biscayne National 
Park, with 181,500 acres, was estab
lished as a national monument in 1968 
and upgraded to a park in 1980. Just 30 
miles from downtown Miami, it is 95 
percent water, with the remainder 
spread out over 44 small keys. About 
500,000 people visit the park each year, 
and 85 percent of them arrive by boat. 

Several factors contribute to water 
quality concerns, says Bo Dame, chief 
of resource management. Among them 
is the location on the park's northwest 
boundary of a municipal landfill, which 
has leaked alarming levels of ammonia 
into Biscayne Bay. (Ammonia is formed 
when organic material breaks down.) A 
nuclear power plant, which includes a 
fuel-powered plant that is used during 
shutdowns, sits on the southwest bound
ary and receives daily shipments of fuel 
oil. Although so far no problems have 
occurred, park officials fear the possi
bility of oil spills. Fresh water no longer 
enters Biscayne Bay naturally, coming 
instead through canals. Rather than fil
ter gradually through the surrounding 
wetlands, the water dumps directly into 
the bay, along with the sediment and 
pollution it carries. The Intracoastal 
Waterway runs through the park, bring
ing heavy boat traffic. On weekends, 
Dame says, air surveys show a plume of 
sediment churned up from boat pro
pellers in Hawk Channel, the narrow 
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band of navigable water between the 
reefs and the keys. 

Besides the quality of the water, the 
park faces other threats, including vio
lations of fishing regulations. The park's 
six rangers record about 600 violations 
a year, a majority of which are fishing 
related, although the park is not im
mune to poachers, says Wayne Elliott, 
Biscayne's chief ranger. Three people 
who were caught harvesting tropical fish 
for aquariums were fined $1,700 each 
last August. 

To deal with these threats, the park 
has established a comprehensive moni
toring program that takes monthly mea
surements of water quality in the bay 
and on the reef, as well as coral growth 
and development. Park officials have 
installed 20 mooring buoys to help keep 
boat anchors off the reef and out of the 
grass beds and plan to add more in the 
future, says Marilyn Hause-Loftus, Bis
cayne's chief of interpretation. Park 
employees set up information booths at 
boat shows and community fairs to edu
cate potential visitors about the dam
age they can do with careless boating. 
And park administrators work with the 
power plant and landfill operators to 
mitigate their impact, she says. "We de
pend on cooperation with other agen
cies and conservation groups," Hause-
Loftus says. "We have a lot of friends 
out there." 

Virgin Islands National Park was es
tablished on land in 1956 and expanded 
to the water in 1962. Six rangers patrol 
the park, which includes nine square 
miles of water and 11.2 square miles of 
land, encompassing 56 percent of the 
island of St. John. Annual visitation has 
risen from 200,000 in 1976 to 1 million 
in 1993. Nearly 40,000 boats anchor in 
the park each year, and cruise ships up 
to 1,000 feet long have added St. John 
as a port of call, anchoring just outside 
of the park boundaries and using small 
boats to ferry in hundreds of passen
gers a day. 

Boat groundings and anchor dam
age represent the biggest immediate 
threat to the park's coral reefs, says 
Caroline Rogers, a scientist with the Na
tional Biological Survey based at Virgin 
Islands National Park. In one notewor-

How You Can Help Protect the Reefs 

V ISITORS TO the National Park 
Service's coral reefs can reduce 

their impact by using common sense 
and following a few rules. Anybody 
concerned about preserving this im
portant marine resource can become 
an advocate for the reefs. 

The proposed replenishment re
serves in the Florida Keys National 
Marine Sanctuary abut two national 
parks but do not actually encompass 
them. Even so, the parks will still ben
efit from the adjacent no-harvest 
zones. Fish do not honor political 
boundaries and will move from the 
sanctuary into nearby park waters. A 
decision on the proposal to set aside 5 
percent of the sanctuary as replenish
ment reserves will be made this spring, 
and sanctuary officials welcome writ
ten comments. Contact them at P.O. 
Box 500368, Marathon, FL 33050. 

If you plan to visit a reef by boat or 
as a snorkeler or scuba diver, remem
ber these rules: 
• Navigate carefully, stay in marked 

Diving or snorkeling is one of the best 
ways to see reefs, but explorers should be 
careful not to touch, step on, or otherwise 
damage the fragile coral. 

channels and away from reefs and sea 
grass beds. Never motor through wa
ter less than 4 feet deep when sea grass 
is present, as propellers will uproot 
the delicate grasses. If you see a sedi
ment plume behind your boat, slow 
down to idle speed and move to deeper 
water. 
• Use mooring buoys where provided 
and never anchor in coral or sea grass. 
If buoys are unavailable, anchor down
wind of the coral patch in sand. 
• It is illegal to take coral specimens 
or tropical fish from national park 
reefs, and it is harmful even to touch 
live coral. 
• Anglers should consider releasing 
the Hsh they catch. 
• Snorkelers should use flotation vests, 
so that they can rest on the surface, 
never standing on the bottom. 
• Scuba divers should adjust buoy
ancy so that they hover above the coral, 
never resting on the bot tom, and 
should be careful not to stir up sedi
ment with their flippers. 

—E. H. 
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thy 1988 case, a 440-foot cruise ship 
dropped its anchor on a reef and plowed 
a furrow 420 feet long, destroying 340 
square yards of coral. The Park Service 
was alerted to the incident by a park 
employee and residents of the island 
who witnessed it. The Park Service has 
sued the cruise line and is awaiting a 
decision on a damage award, Rogers 
says. Monitoring of the scar shows little 
regrowth in the last six years. Unfortu
nately, other smaller incidents occur that 
can add up to similar devastation. 

After the 1988 incident, the Park Ser
vice adopted anchoring restrictions pro
hibiting boats longer than 225 feet from 
park waters and limiting anchoring sites 
for smaller boats. A proposal to further 
restrict the length and number ot boats 
allowed to anchor in the park's waters 
is unde r cons ide ra t ion , says J im 
Petterson, natural resource manager. 

While boat damage to a reef is im
mediate and devastating, park scientists 
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are also concerned about the more in
sidious effect of sedimentation caused 
by reckless upland development. St. 
John's terrain is rugged, with steep hills 
rising up from the shore. Most of the 
hills—more than 80 percent—have a 
slope greater than 30 percent. When 
bulldozers prepare a building site, much 
of the loose soil washes into the sea. 
The resulting turbidity stunts the growth 
of coral and sea grass. Monitoring at 
both Virgin Islands National Park and 
Buck Island Reef National Monument 
shows that water quality generally re
mains very good. But pressure on the 
environment is increasing, Rogers says, 
and the Park Service must safeguard its 
resources. 

At Salt River Bay National Histori
cal Park and Ecological Preserve on St. 
Croix, environmentalists were able to 
avert a potential disaster by blocking 
plans for a 588-unit hotel and condo
minium complex. NPCA joined the Si

erra Club Legal Defense Fund in seek
ing a court ruling against the develop
ment, which would have covered one-
fourth of the park's land acreage. The 
park includes 312 acres of land and 600 
acres of water, under which lie sea grass 
beds and coral reefs. 

In the 800-acre Buck Island Reef 
National Monument, the biggest con
cern is an oil refinery on St. Croix, 1.5 
miles away, says researcher Zandy Hillis. 
In addition to a highly developed "ma
rine garden," the monument is a prime 
nesting site for several endangered sea 
turtles. Supertankers regularly pass up-
current of the monument, Hillis says, 
and park workers fear a spill would be 
devastating. 

Park educators are adding new pro
grams to inform visitors how to reduce 
their impact, says Petterson, and are 
working with the cruise lines and char
ter companies to spread the word be
fore people enter park waters. A re-

Oil spills are a constant threat in the Keys, 
which receive nearly all of the shipping 
traffic heading to the Gulf of Mexico. 

plenishment reserve for the Virgin Is
lands, such as those proposed in the 
Florida Keys, is under consideration, 
Rogers says. Park administrators also 
are participating in a comprehensive 
land and water use plan for St. John. 

"It's a sensitive issue," says Park Su
perintendent Francis Peltier. "We have 
to realize that [private property own
ers] have the right to develop their prop
erties as they want to...But at the same 
time, we must do everything we can to 
protect the national park. We're realiz
ing that we must be more proactive in 
addressing things that go on outside of 
park boundaries." 

Ebba Hierta, a writer who lives in At
lanta, Georgia, last wrote for National 
Parks about Park Heroes. 
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Back to the 
Badlands 

Black-footed ferrets, once considered extinct, 
are being reintroduced to this South Dakota national park 

in hopes of establishing a viable population. 

By Todd Wilkinson 

A s DARKNESS EDGES across the 
South Dakota prairie, skittish 
hunters wearing black masks 

emerge from artificial underground 
cages. A gentle autumn breeze carries 
to their perked nostrils whiffs of cured 
blue grama and rangy bison. Slowly and 
cautiously, the sleek predators amble 
forth, the scent of prairie dogs coaxing 
them toward freedom and a new life in 
the wild. 

High above them, in the cockpit of a 
plane. Badlands National Park wildlife 
biologist Glenn Plumb is conducting 
nighttime reconnaissance to monitor the 
animals' movements with radio telem
etry. The subject of his research is 
Mustela nigripes—the black-footed fer
ret—a species long considered the most 
endangered land mammal in North 
America. Members of the weasel family 
and close relatives of the Siberian pole
cat, ferrets have what scientists call an 
"obligate" relationship with prairie 
dogs—meaning that they depend on the 
rodents as a primary staple of their diet 
and use their burrows for shelter and 
rearing young. 

This fall, following an exhaustive pro
cess of environmental review, scientists 
began reintroducing ferrets at Badlands. 
The first shipment of ferrets reared in 
captivity arrived at the park on Septem
ber 8, and by mid-October, 38 animals 

The black-footed ferret, once endemic to 
12 Western states, is considered North 
America's most endangered land mammal. 

were set free. For the ferrets, the jour
ney home has involved a political and 
biological trek more than two decades 
in the making. 

Black-footed ferrets once were en
demic to 12 Western states—each of 
which had prolific numbers of prairie 
dogs. As late as the 1800s, black-tailed 
prairie dogs (one of five prairie dog 
species) had an estimated population 
of 5 billion individuals, including a 
single colony in Texas that spanned 

64,750 square kilometers and was home 
to perhaps 400 million prairie dogs, ac
cording to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Some say the abundance of prai
rie dogs buoyed a population of ferrets 
that could have reached 1 million. 

But with the advent of modern farm
ing and ranching, the face of the prairie 
changed. Eventually, campaigns of poi
soning and shooting, together with on
sets of disease and intensified crop pro
duction, eliminated prairie dogs from 
98 percent of their former range. As a 
consequence, the black-footed ferret has 
been listed as endangered since 1967. 
Some 20 years ago, the species was con
sidered extinct in the wild after the last 
known survivors were taken into cap
tivity from South Dakota's Mellette 
County. 

Fortunately, in 1981, a remnant 
population was discovered near Mee-
teetse, Wyoming. But a subsequent out
break of sylvatic plague in the prairie 
dog population, concurrent with canine 
distemper in the ferrets, prompted swift 
action. In order not to squander this 
second opportunity to save the ferret, 
the 18 wild survivors at Meeteetse were 
captured and quarantined at captive 
breeding facilities from Toronto to 
Phoenix. The idea to split them up was 
prompted by concerns that a potential 
catastrophe such as fire or disease could 
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strike a facility, wiping out the species 
forever. The genetic lineage of all known 
black-footed ferrets is linked to those 
few. 

Almost from the moment the last 
wild ferrets were plucked from their 
home range near Meeteetse a decade 
ago, the animals surfaced as the symbol 
of the federal government's commit
ment to protect endangered critters one 
species at a time. Millions of taxpayer 
dollars were poured into ferret recov
ery. Now, however, with a frugal-
minded Congress poised to debate the 
Endangered Species Act's reauthoriza
tion in 1995, conservationists say the 
old way of doing business—focusing on 
single species as opposed to complete 
ecosystems—is obsolete. While there are 
many factions within the Wise Use 
Movement that are looking to weaken 
the Endangered Species Act, particu
larly where it applies to private prop
erty rights, conservationists believe the 
act needs to be strengthened. Protect
ing ferrets is a case in point. 

What happens at Badlands among 

Badlands was chosen as a reintroduction 
site because it offers conditions needed to 
maintain ferrets over the long term. 

ferrets, prairie dogs, and people not only 
holds ramifications for the survival of a 
species once written off as extinct but 
will help shape the future of the federal 
Endangered Species Act and proposals 
to manage national parks as part of 
larger ecosystems. 

"[Secretary of the Interior] Bruce 
Babbitt has said he wants to avert envi
ronmental 'train wrecks' by developing 
strategies for protecting complete eco
systems," Plumb says. "The grasslands 
of the Great Plains are places that often 
get overlooked, and within those com
munities prairie dog towns are among 
the most important hotspots of bio
diversity," he adds. "Right now there is 
a serious need for a coordinated effort 
to manage public land on the prairie. 
Thanks to public interest in recovering 
black-footed ferrets, we're finally mak
ing headway." 

The Conata Basin/Badlands ferret 

recovery area sprawls across approxi
mately 42,000 acres of mostly federal 
land between the town of Wall, South 
Dakota, to the north and the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation to the south. Situ
ated amid dramatic badlands and un
dulating grassy swales, the zone 
straddles wilderness sections of the na
tional park and the adjacent Buffalo 
Gap National Grassland, which falls 
under the purview of the U.S. Forest 
Service. Under the recovery plan, Bad
lands received ferrets, while portions of 
the national grassland will be available 
for colonization should the population 
expand. 

Plumb says scientists experimented 
in Badlands to achieve optimal condi
tions for ferret reintroduction by em
ploying a combination of "hard" and 
"soft" release techniques. Soft release 
involves transporting "naive" ferrets to 
their new surroundings, fitting some 
with radio collars, and feeding them 
prairie dogs from a nearby colony for 
up to ten days before opening the cages. 
Hard release is a far less intensive pro-
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cedure involving ferrets that already are 
acclimated to prairie dogs and that are 
held for no more than 48 hours before 
being set free. The latter technique has 
attracted criticism from independent 
biologists, who say there is no way to 
account for what happens to ferrets once 
they are released. 

According to Plumb, the park will 
continue to reintroduce ferrets to Bad
lands over the next five years to estab
lish a core population capable of en
during. Techniques developed in the 
park, he points out, could be applied 
when ferrets are reintroduced to sites 
in Colorado and Arizona in the years 
ahead. He says the fundamental ques
tion is: "Can ferrets persist today in the 
same environment and under the same 
kinds of management practices that ren
dered them nearly extinct 20 years ago?" 

So far, no other national park offers 
conditions conducive to maintaining 
ferrets over the long term. Without prai
rie dogs, there would be no habitat for 
black-footed ferrets in Badlands. Nor 
would there be potential habitat for 100 
other mammal, bird, reptile, and am
phibian species typically associated with 
the barking rodents. Prairie dog colo
nies, like wetlands and riparian zones, 
are reservoirs of biotic richness. The 
irony is that agriculture has treated prai

rie dogs with the same respect given to 
noxious weeds. And this is precisely 
what has made ferret reintroduction 
controversial. 

According to guidelines written in 
the national recovery plan, the federal 
government will consider the species 
recovered only when ferrets are suc
cessfully returned to ten different sites 
across America's heartland. The Fish 
and Wildlife Service has set a target 
"megapopulation" of 1,500 breeding 
ferrets surviving in the wild—an ambi
tious goal, since fewer than 400 black-
footed ferrets are known to exist, and 
the vast majority currently are held in 
captive breeding centers. 

The agency's ability to meet its goal, 
environmentalists say, is questionable. 
Although ferret reintroduction is under 
way at Badlands and at sites in Mon
tana and Wyoming, the agency will need 
to find seven other areas with large-
scale prairie dog enclaves to accommo
date reintroduction. Securing enough 
habitat, government officials say, could 
require major restoration of prairie dog 
ecosystems on both private and public 
land as well as reforming the way in 
which agriculture does business on the 
plains. Such talk is considered anath
ema to ranchers and farmers. 

"There is a real concern among those 

As the first shipment arrives at Badlands, 
park scientists open the crates containing 
black-footed ferrets reared in captivity. 

in the agriculture community that rein
troduction of the ferret will restrict their 
ability to control prairie dogs," says 
Douglas Searls, who is spearheading fer
ret recovery in South Dakota for the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. "They 
don't want to give up any ground to an 
animal that they perceive as being a 
threat to their livelihood." 

To make ferret reintroduction less 
imposing to ranchers, the Fish and 
Wildlife Service, with the blessing of 
Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt, classi
fied the ferret population in Conata Ba
sin/Badlands as "nonessential/experi-
mental." This special option, created in 
1982 when Congress amended the En
dangered Species Act, allows ferrets to 
be treated as threatened in the park 
instead of endangered. More important, 
it gives land managers broader discre
tion in confronting perceived threats to 
species viability. In the case of Bad
lands, any major activity that poses a 
possible threat to ferrets must be re
viewed by the Fish and Wildlife Ser
vice, but private landowners outside the 
park and within the recovery zone can 
continue to exercise lethal control of 
prairie dogs on their land without fear 
of prosecution. Those who shoot or 
maliciously attack ferrets are still sub
ject to arrest, although they are less con-
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strained than if the species received full 
protection as endangered. 

"There is no way in God's green 
earth that ferrets will be recovered un
less they go out into the wild as nones-
sential/experimental, because the land
owners won't accept them," says Tom 
Thome, state wildlife veterinarian with 
the Wyoming Game and Fish Depart
ment, which operates the Sybille Can
yon Wildlife Research and Conserva
tion Education Unit, where many of 
the captive-bred ferrets at Badlands 
were raised and readied for release. "We 
found out in Wyoming that nonessen-
tial/experimental really does provide the 
necessary flexibility. If we can't form a 
partnership with landowners who op
erate in proximity to the recovery zones, 
we might as well just forget about try
ing to recover black-footed ferrets." 

Three years ago, when Wyoming of
ficials prepared to release 50 ferrets into 
the Shirley Basin, those animals also 
were designated as nonessential/experi-
mental. A spokesman for the National 
Wildlife Federation said at the time, 
"Black-footed ferret reintroduction is 
evidence that the Endangered Species 
Act does what its authors intended it to 
do—protect and recover endangered 
species." 

Some conservationists, however, see 
the classification as a half-hearted com
promise that does little to remedy the 
problems that nearly led ferrets to ex
tinction. With state laws in South Da
kota identifying prairie dogs as pests, 
poisoning of the critical ferret prey spe
cies continues aggressively on private 
and public land near the perimeter of 
the ferret recovery area. In fact, prairie 
dogs, until 1993, were poisoned with 
zinc phosphide inside the border of Bad
lands itself under a handshake agree
ment sealed between park officials and 
ranchers to keep prairie dog popula
tions from spreading to private land. 

Tom Skeele, president of the Preda
tor Project, a national advocacy organi
zation based in Bozeman, Montana, says 
the practice of killing a native species 
that is considered a vital component of 
Badlands' prairie ecosystem would seem 
inconsistent with park values. Park of
ficials, he says, have condoned poison-

Prairie dogs, considered vermin by many 
ranchers and farmers, are essential to the 
survival of the black-footed ferret. 

ing of prairie dogs to comply with state 
laws and to avoid lawsuits from the ag
riculture industry. 

Similarly, the architects of ferret re
covery admit that the nonessential/ex-
perimental status was the only way to 
pacify the powerful livestock lobby, 
which stood poised to block reintro
duction if it meant imposing restric
tions on how prairie dogs could be man
aged. 

Skeele says those who drafted the 
environmental impact statement and 
pushed for nonessential status capitu
lated to the livestock community, and 
he insists that potential land-use restric
tions relating to a free-roaming ferret 
population are overblown. "We're not 
talking about wolves, which have the 
potential to feed on cows, sheep, and 
pets; and we're not talking about griz
zly bears, which can kill livestock and 
humans," he said. "We're talking about 
ferrets, which prey on the very critters 
ranchers want to get rid of. They are 
not a threat to the human way of life or 
the Western culture." 

Ultimately, in the face of potential 
lawsuits from pro- and anti-ferret forces, 
Babbitt endorsed the special nonessen
tial status just as he had done for wolf 
reintroduction in Yellowstone. "Wheth
er nonessential/experimental is appro

priate depends upon how you look at 
the issue," says Tim Clark, an ecologist 
with the Northern Rockies Conserva
tion Cooperative, which has been in
volved in seminal studies of both prai
rie dogs and ferrets. "If you envision 
the Endangered Species Act...as a 
shield to protect species against things 
that threaten their survival, you clearly 
do not want to use nonessential/experi
mental because you're diluting the law 
and setting a bad precedent. 

"But, on the other hand, if you want 
to get ferrets on the ground in South 
Dakota as fast as possible and spare 
your agencies a lot of political hassles, 
then you support it. My personal opin
ion is kind of mixed," he adds. 

Part of the strategy for building ac
ceptance of prairie dogs involves de
bunking anachronistic mythology. One 
false belief dating back to the turn of 
the century blames prairie dogs for poor 
rangeland conditions in the West when, 
in fact, many of the problems actually 
stemmed from drought and running too 
many cattle across open pastureland. 

"If the prairie dog were overwhelm
ingly destructive to the short-grass com
munities they maintain, it is not likely 
they would have flourished for the mil
lion or so years in which they shared 
the prairie with bison and antelope," 
Clark says. 

Poisoning prairie dogs, Clark adds, 
can have insidious effects on the envi
ronment, and several nonlethal options 
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Carrying backpacks that hold caged 
ferrets, researchers transport the animals 
into their new habitat at Badlands. 

are available to control the rodents. En
couraging predators, reducing grazing 
when possible, and promoting the 
growth of higher and denser cover sur
rounding prairie dog colonies might 
control black-tailed prairie dog popula
tions in an ecologically sound manner, 
he suggests, noting that such progres
sive measures require open-mindedness 
from land users. 

"The ferret has changed attitudes in 
both positive and negative ways," says 
Eileen Dowd Stukel, a wildlife diversity 
biologist with the South Dakota Game, 
Fish and Parks Department. "Yes, it 
has drawn attention to the importance 
of protecting prairie dog ecosystems. But 
in a negative way, where the ferret has 
been touted as an endangered species 

that drives federal policies and restric
tions, it has caused negative feelings to 
emerge among landowners about both 
ferrets and prairie dogs." 

Stukel agrees with Thome that with
out allowing latitude in how prairie dogs 
are managed, the prospect of muster
ing political support for ferret recovery 
in South Dakota would have been nil. 
"We are hoping most of all that this 
becomes an example of how an endan
gered species can be brought back 
within the confines of current land-use 
practices," Stukel said. "It has to work 
that way for landowners to accept en
dangered species in the future." 

Joe Zarki, Badlands chief naturalist, 
says ferret reintroduction fulfills an ethi
cal requirement for the Park Service as 
well as a biological one. He notes that 
Starker Leopold wrote three decades 
ago that national parks should provide 
the public with an opportunity to expe

rience vignettes of primitive America. 
His father, Aldo Leopold, said that for 
natural systems to function, it is essen
tial to save all of the parts. "We'd love 
to say that someday we'll have all the 
animal components of Badlands that 
were there before settlers arrived," Zarki 
says. "But in the meantime we're trying 
to save all of the biological pieces of the 
park...before they are gone forever. 
Since the 1950s, the park has reintro
duced bison and bighorn sheep. The 
ferret is another important link in the 
chain." 

Zarki insists that the environmental 
impact statement clearing the way for 
ferret reintroduction to proceed was 
guided by the idea of looking beyond 
jurisdictional boundaries and setting 
aside differences in management phi
losophy. Five federal and state agencies 
(the Park Service, Forest Service, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, the South Dakota 
Department of Game, Fish and Parks, 
and the South Dakota Department of 
Agriculture) came together and en
dorsed the final strategy. 

"I know that endangered species pro
grams can be controversial, but we have 
evidence of how they can work with the 
recovery of the bald eagle," Zarki says. 
"We hope the ferret will be one of those 
success stories, but it won't happen un
less people get behind this with their 
support." 

Whether the black-footed ferret can 
overcome the same threats that once 
doomed it to near-extinction may not 
lie so much in how flexible the Endan
gered Species Act is to meeting the 
needs of people but how flexible people 
are to meeting the needs of ferrets. The 
ferret, thanks to a helping hand from 
humans, has come a long, long way from 
the brink of extinction, though the pro
cess of recovery has only begun. Will 
the species survive for our grandchil
dren to see? Somewhere in the swales 
and bare-bone rock of Badlands lies 
the answer. 

Todd Wilkinson lives in Bozeman, Mon
tana, and is author of Combat Biolo
gists: The War for Biodiversity on 
America's Public Lands, to be published 
in spring 1995. 
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« T H I N K O F T H E PARKS THIS HOLIDAY SEASON $ * 

Looking for the perfect present for 
that hard-to-buy-for person? At 

NPCA, we have several ideas, all of 
which will help us to continue to pro
tect and preserve our national parks 
for generations to come. If you make 
a holiday gift—either in whole or in 
part—in someone's name, we'll gladly 
acknowledge that person with an at
tractive holiday card. 

Help NPCA to pass on the legacy 
of our national parks. Here are several 
suggestions for a holiday gift. Thanks 
for your support! 

• Establish an NPCA Legislative Ac
tion Fund that will enable NPCA to 
notify citizens at the local level about 
park issues as well as generate their 
support in resolving them. $20,000 

• Provide a scholarship for a partici
pant to NPCA's Southeast Regional 
Forum, scheduled for February 1995. 
The forum, to be held in Atlanta, will 
bring together 100 representatives 
from Southeastern citizens' organiza

tions and the Park Service to create a 
regional network of activists committed 
to working with the Park Service in pre
serving and protecting parks. $525 

• Update, print, and distribute approxi
mately 125,000 copies of NPCA's How 
To Have A Quality Visit brochure.This 
pamphlet provides readers with helpful 
tips on how to maximize their park visit 
while minimizing their impact on fragile 
park resources and ecosystems. $10,000 

• Underwrite an opinion survey on na
tional park issues. In spring 1995, NPCA 
will conduct a nationwide survey of park 
visitors and users. The results will help 
support our legislative and grassroots 
efforts. $15,000 

• NPCA's eight regional offices are the 
cornerstone in its strategy of working 
with local citizens to address park is
sues. These offices are located in Bos
ton, Knoxville, Minneapolis, Albuquer
que, Salt Lake City, San Francisco, Se
attle, and Anchorage. Some of their 

equipment needs are laptop comput
ers at $1,700 each; video cameras at 
$1,000 each; photocopiers at $500 
each; PageMaker software $600; VCR/ 
Television equipment $600; and celluar 
telephones at $150 each 

• Fund 12-week intern positions. 
NPCA's Conservation Policy, Grass
roots, and Editorial departments have 
needs for highly motivated and com
mitted student interns throughout the 
year. $2,500 per intern 

• Print education materials for NPCA's 
March for Parks in-school program. The 
in-school program seeks to foster a life
time appreciation for and commitment 
to our national parks. $15,000 

Send your contribution to NPCA's Holi
day Wish List, 1 776 Massachusetts Av
enue, N.W., Suite 200, Washington, 
D.C. 20036. For more information on 
supporting these programs or others, 
contact Jessie Brinkley, Director of De
velopment, 1-800-NAT-PARK, ext 1 30. 
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TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS 
TRUSTEES FOR THE PARKS are dedicated NPCA members and friends who, by their annual general contribution of $1,000 
or more, continue to ensure the thoughtful stewardship of our National Park System. We gratefully acknowledge these 
individuals and their recent support of NPCA's park protection programs. 

$10,000+ 
Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company 
Teresa Ferster Glazier 
Ruth W. Halpenny 
Gilman Ordway 
Bill and Judy Walter 

$5,000-89,999 
Mrs. Vernon W. Furrow 
Harder Foundation 

$2,500-$4,999 
Georgia-Pacific 
Ron and Diane Pacifico 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Canfield Pitts III 
Martha W. Tolman 
United Parcel Service 
1 anonymous gift 

$l,000-$2,499 
Audrey R. Blair 
Mr. and Mrs. Drury R. Brown 
Mary A. Dyar 
Dr. Virginia J. Ehrlicher 
Suzanne J. Fuller 
Paul J. Gerstley 
Dr. Leslie V. Goldsmith 
Shirley Hicklin 
Mary A. Hutchins 
Joe Horncloud 
George F. Jewett, Jr. 
Charlotte Jones 
Mrs. G. H. Kaufman 
Marian A. Kerr 
Mrs. William F. Kirsch, Jr. 
Nancy Lampton 

Michael Macklin 
Mrs. Louis C. Madeira 
Amy Meyer 
W. Blair Mitchell 
Mrs. Louis Oberdorfer 
Lydia Iola Pennington 
Mrs. Virgil A. Plessinger 
General Dillman Rash 
Dr. Kakarala Rao 
Dr. and Mrs. Roger J. Shott 
Dolph C. Simons, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. J.T.J. Stewart 
Jane T. Strandberg 
Dr. Judith Sulzberger 
John Unger 
Elisabeth A. Wells 
2 anonymous gifts 

For information about becoming a Trustee for the Parks, contact Jessie Brinkley, Director of Development, National Parks and 
Conservation Association, 1776 Massachusetts Avenue N.W., Washington, DC 20036, (202) 223-6722, ext. 130. 



A C C E S S 

Favorite Haunts 
Though some people may scoff at the idea of ghosts, 

stories of supernatural phenomena 
persist at many national parks. 

by Yvette La Pierre 

WANDERING THROUGH the homes, 
battlefields, and historic forts 
of the National Park System, 

many preserved just as they were when 
people lived—and died —in them, it is 
easy to get swept up in the romantic 
presence of the past. Mysterious foot
steps, a stirring of the air and taint whiff 
of perfume, a lonely face at the win
dow—is it just your imagination? 

Though many people scoff at the idea 
of ghosts, and rangers are generally re
luctant to talk about apparitions, park 

visitors and employees alike have seen, 
heard, and felt curious things that con
vince them many of our national parks 
are haunted. Strange lights, for example, 
occasionally illuminate the home of Rev
olutionary War General Philip Schuyler 
near Saratoga National Historical Park 
in New York, and campfires burn on 
the grounds of Gettysburg National Mil
itary Park in Pennsylvania when no one 
is around to light them. Sometimes peo
ple have heard the faint calling and 
coughing of a woman deep in Mam

moth Cave. Some suspect it may be the 
lovelorn Melissa who, after being re
buffed by her Yankee tutor, led him 
into the cave and left him to find his 
own way out. He never did. Consumed 
with guilt, Melissa died many years later 
ol tuberculosis. 

Guests of the restored Golden North 
Hotel in Skagway, Alaska, near Klon
dike Gold Rush National Historical 
Park, still see the ghost of a young 
woman in Room 24. She is lying on the 
bed, dressed for a wedding. In the gold 
fields of Canada's Yukon Territory at 
the turn of the century, a young man 
struck it rich and sent for his fiancee. 
Mary arrived in Skagway and took a 
room at the hotel to wait for her future 
husband. She died alone of consump
tion and was found on her bed dressed 
in a wedding gown. 

Some park ghosts seem simply to 
want to return to the places and things 
they knew and loved in their lives. Oth
ers, it appears, return when they have a 
special job to do. A ghost is said to 
appear at Hawaii Volcanoes National 
Park just before an eruption, and a ped
dler who drowned in the Shenandoah 
River in the early 1930s appears to Har
pers Ferry personnel when someone is 
suffering the same fate. 

Visitors at 
Harpers Ferry 
may encounter, 
clockwise from 
left, a wax 
Figure peering 
out a window. 
Harper House 
at dusk, or St. 
Peter's steps. 
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The White House apparently has its fair 
share of ghosts, including the spirit of 
President Abraham Lincoln. 

Although ghosts can be found any
time of the year, the autumnal mists 
and long shadows of fall create the per
fect atmosphere for a surreal experi
ence. There is no guarantee you will 
encounter a spirit if you visit one of the 
following, or any, park, but before you 
visit, read up on the site's history, keep 
an open mind, and watch out for things 
that go bump in the park. 

Harpers Ferry 
Spirits whose bodies have died of natu
ral causes seem to come and go at will, 
but those who have suffered unexpected 
and violent ends often remain bound to 
the earth, destined to wander restlessly 
for eternity. The latter explains the pres
ence of the many ghosts at Harpers 

Ferry in West Virginia, a strategic loca
tion during the Civil War and the site 
of John Brown's raid in 1859. 

Brown, himself, is periodically seen 
by visitors and townspeople. Assuming 
he is an actor hired to enhance the his
toric atmosphere of the town, tourists 
have asked the bearded man in 19th 
century dress to pose for pictures. But 
when they develop their photographs, 
only a blank spot marks the place where 
the stranger stood. 

This is one of the classic stories from 
Shirley Dougherty's ghost tour. Dressed 
in period costume and carrying a kero
sene lamp, Dougherty leads people 
through town, pointing out its more 
ghostly sites, such as Hog Alley, where 
one of John Brown's raiders was muti
lated and left for the hogs; St. Peter's 
Catholic Church, where a priest disap
pears through the wall; and the stone 
steps, where the cries of a baby killed 

by mortar shell during the war can still 
be heard. Another stop on the tour is 
the railroad tracks where a woman was 
killed by a train. Engineers say they 
sometimes hear a woman screaming and 
stop the train, but no one is ever there. 

The tour, which lasts about an hour 
and costs $2 a person, is private and 
not associated with the Park Service. 
Tours are available April through No
vember; reservations are required in 
October and November. For informa
tion about the ghost tour, contact Shir
ley Dougherty at 304-725-8019. For in
formation about the park, write to 
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, 
P.O. Box 65, Harpers Ferry, WV 25425. 

The White House 
When asked about the presence of 
ghosts in the White House, the late Pres
ident Harry S Truman replied, "I'm sure 
they're here, and I'm not so alarmed at 
meeting up with any of them as I am at 
having to meet the live nuts I have to 
see every day...." 

The White House, home to all our 
nation's presidents since John Adams 
in 1800, apparently has its fair share of 
ghosts. Abigail Adams, the first First 
Lady of the White House, has been 
seen moving about the East Room, 
where she hung the family's laundry 
while the mansion was being finished. 
Dolley Madison, who fled the White 
House before the British set fire to it 
during the War of 1812, occasionally 
returns to check up on her home. 

According to some, another ghost 
beats on the front door of the White 
House, and her muffled screams and 
weeping can be heard throughout the 
Entrance Hall. She is the spirit of Mary 
E. Surratt's daughter, who came to the 
White House on July 17, 1865, in an 
attempt to save her mother, who was 
hanged that day for her part in plotting 
the assassination of President Abraham 
Lincoln. 

The president, who lay in state in the 
East Room after his death, is perhaps 
the most famous ghost of the White 
House. Legend maintains that Lincoln 
comes in times of national emergencies 
or when the current president is under 
great stress. 
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Children's laughter comes from a room at 
Arlington House, and footsteps can be 
heard in the Old Point Loma Lighthouse. 

For general information about the 
White House, write to the National 
Capital Region, 1100 Ohio Drive, S.W., 
Washington, DC 20242. 

Arlington House 
When the families of George Washing
ton Parke Custis, adopted son of George 
Washington, and Robert E. Lee lived 
in this antebellum mansion along the 
Potomac in Virginia, now overlooking 
Arlington National Cemetery, it was a 
lively place. Two generations of chil
dren were raised there, and important 
guests were entertained regularly. The 
federal government confiscated the 
property during the Civil War, eventu
ally establishing the cemetery there, but 
apparently the Custis and Lee families 
still consider it home. 

Staff at the house have reported many 
strange occurrences, including candles 
mysteriously blown out and a cat that 
vanishes into thin air. While locking up 
one sunny afternoon, a Park Service 
employee heard the sound of children 
playing in the morning room. He went 
back to clear out the remaining visitors, 
but as he approached the room the 
voices faded and stopped completely 
when he entered. No one was there. As 
he started for the exit of the house, the 
sounds began again. He turned back to 
investigate, and the sounds faded. No 
children were found in the house. 

Visitors can tour the house as part of 
a general tour of the cemetery, where 
graves of some of the first soldiers to be 
buried there can be seen in the rose 
garden next to the house. 

For general information on Arling
ton House, The Robert E. Lee Memo
rial, write to George Washington Me
morial Parkway, Turkey Run Park, 
McLean, VA 22101. 

Cabrillo National Monument 
Ghostly footsteps and moans echo 
through the Old Point Loma Light
house at Cabrillo National Monument 
in California, though the spirit respon
sible has never been identified. Could 
it be Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, the Por
tuguese explorer who claimed this coast 
for Spain in 1542 and for whom the 
monument is named? Or maybe it is 
the ghost of a former occupant of the 
lighthouse. 

The lighthouse is restored to its most 
active period, the 1880s. It was built in 
the 1850s with local sandstone and floor 
tiles salvaged from the ruins of an old 
Spanish fort. Perhaps a Spanish soldier 
must spend eternity pacing the floor of 
his military fort, regardless of where 
the floor is now, or the person who 
selected this headland for the lighthouse 
in 1851 moans with grief over his choice. 
In clear weather, the light was visible 
for 25 miles, but the seemingly good 

location concealed a serious flaw. Low 
clouds often obscured the light, and in 
1891, the keeper extinguished the lamp 
for the last time. 

For general park information, write 
to Cabrillo National Monument, P.O. 
Box 6670, San Diego, CA 92106 

Harry S Truman 
The 33rd president of the United States 
may not have been alarmed at meeting 
ghosts in the White House, but he sur
prises park employees by appearing in 
his Independence, Missouri, home from 
time to time. Apparently Truman's 
ghost likes to relax in the living room 
with a bourbon, the distinct odor of 
which permeates the room occasionally. 

Harry and Bess lived in this house 
from the time they were married in 1919 
until their deaths. Originally a small 
farmhouse built by Bess' grandfather in 
1867, it was expanded over time and 
became a large and comfortable home. 
The house still contains many furnish
ings and personal possessions of the 
Trumans. 

For information about the Truman 
house, write to the Harry S Truman 
National Historic Site, 223 North Main 
Street, Independence, MO 64050. 

Yvette La Pierre is author of a children's 
book on Native American rock art that 
will be available this fall. 
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This abuse is merciless. It takes inno
cent, frasile lives and brutalizes them 
with utter poverty...with constant hun
ger...with relentless diseases...with no 
hope for even a basic education. 

As hard as parents of children 
like this struggle, they simply can't 
adequately provide for them. 

But you can help. You can ease 
the pain. Become a Save the Children 
sponsor and help stop the horrible 
abuse that poverty inflicts on children. 

Your monthly sift of just $20 to 
Save the Children will be combined 
with the gifts of other caring sponsors 
to benefit an entire community of 
children. Instead of direct hand-outs, 
your gifts will help establish commu
nity self-help programs, enabling 
your girl or boy to receive the food, 
medical care and education he a she 
so urgently needs. 

Please call or mail the coupon 
below today and say you'll become a 
Save the Children sponsor. Only 654 
a day from you will help rescue a girl 
or boy from the most horrible kind of 

f ono McDousoii, NYT 

child abuse - and replace it with 
vitality and hope. 

Please calM-800-522-5558 
or mail the coupon below today. 

I 1 
I want to help put an end to a different kind of child abuse. 
• My first monthly sponsorship contribution of $20 is enclosed. 

I prefer to sponsor a • boy • sirl • either in the area I've checked below. 
Please send my child's photo and personal history. 

[ 1 Where the need is sreatest 
• Africa • Caribbean • Middle East 
I 1 American Indian • Himalayas • South America 
• Asia • Central America D United States 

Name 
Address 

City 

NT 11/4 

Apt.. 

State Zip_ 

• Instead of becoming a sponsor at this time, I am enclosing a contribution of $_ 
• Please send me more information. 

Established 1932 The original child sponsorship agency. VOUR 
SPONSORSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS ARE U.S. INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 
We are indeed proud of our use of hjnds Our annual report and 
audit statement are available upon request. C1994 Save the Children 
federation, Inc 

Save the Children. 
50 Wilton Road, Westport, CT 06880 

Help stop a different kind of child abuse. 
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Prairie Park Preview 
NPCA and the National Park Trust have 
unveiled an interim management plan 
for the 10,894-acre Z Bar Ranch, ac
quired this summer. NPCA and NPT 
purchased the tallgrass prairie property, 
near Strong City, Kansas, intending to 
hold it in trust until legislation autho
rizes the National Park Service to man
age it as the Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve. NPCA President Paul 
Pritchard, who also serves as the chair
man of the National Park Trust, an
nounced the plan for managing the Z 
Bar Ranch property until the Park Ser
vice takes over. The public will have its 
first look at the historic property dur
ing the annual Chase County Christmas 
open house tour. 

Partnerships for Parks 
NPCA was on hand to help the Park 
Service celebrate its 78th anniversary 
with the first annual Vail Partnership 
Awards honoring partnerships between 
Park Service employees and park sup
port groups. In the spirit of partner
ship, NPCA joined NPS and the Na
tional Park Foundation to present 
awards in two categories. 

Park manager awards went to the 
Nez Perce Tribe and Nez Perce Na
tional Historical Park Superintendent 
Frank Walker. Also honored were Fort 
Caroline Superintendent Suzanne Lewis 
and the City of Jacksonville, Florida. 
Honorable mentions went to Superin
tendent Mike Finley and The Yosemite 
Fund, Superintendent John Dryfhout 
and Saint-Gaudens Memorial, and Su
perintendent Bob Amdor and Los 
Compadres de San Antonio Missions. 

Program manager awards were pre
sented to Steve Golden of the NPS Riv
ers and Trails Program and his long
time ally, the Appalachian Mountain 
Club. Also recognized were Robert 
Kapsch of the Historic American Build
ings Survey/Historic American Engi

neering Record and his partners, the 
American Institute of Architects and 
the American Society of Civil Engineers. 
Honorable mentions went to Tom Ross, 
Recreation Resources Assistant Divi
sion; Alan Ragins, Rivers and Trails 
Conservation Branch; Jim Wylie, South
east Regional Office; and their partners. 

Southeast Regional Forum 
Atlanta, the unofficial capital of the 
Southeast, will host the first of eight 
regional forums for park activists and 
Park Service employees. At NPCA's 
75th anniversary conference, partici
pants established a goal—launching a 
new era of grassroots activism on park 
issues. Together, NPCA and park 
friends groups are organizing forums to 
foster regional activism. The Southeast 
regional forum—tentatively set for the 
weekend of February 19-21—will fea
ture a mix of information sharing, grass
roots campaign planning, and work
shops. To learn more about the South
east regional forum, contact Don Bar-
ger, NPCA's Southeast regional direc
tor, at 615-494-9786 or Athan Manuel 
at 1-800-NAT-PARK, extension 221. 

Your Calling Card 
NPCA's new long-distance calling card 
makes a thoughtful gift for students, 
travelers, and national park enthusiasts. 
The prepaid NPCA telecard, featuring 
limited-edition national park images, 
provides substantial savings over con
ventional calling card rates and the op
portunity to help the parks with every 
call. Through the Sierra Fonecard Com
pany, the NPCA telecard provides qual
ity customer service and access to state-
of-the-art line carrier MCI. With the 
purchase of an NPCA telecard, you es
tablish a prepaid balance on the card, 
and the toll for each call is automati
cally deducted. When the balance runs 
low, you can add funds to your telecard 
account with a quick phone call. The 

NPCA national park phone cards are 
limited-edition, lettered, and numbered. 
To order, call 1-800-987-5330 or turn 
to the order form on page 21. 

NPCA Online 
Computer users with access to Compu
Serve, America Online, or the Internet 
can stay in touch with NPCA online. 
An "NPCA-National Parks" message 
board is maintained on CompuServe 
and America Online. 

On CompuServe, at "Go:" type 
NPCA to get to the message board. 
NPCA also maintains a library of files 
in the Outdoors Support Forum. Send 
e-mail to NPCA at 73441,1406. 

On America Online, type keyword 
Network Earth and select the message 
boards. E-mail NPCA at DKhanna or 
NATPARKS. 

Internet users can also send and re
ceive e-mail via CompuServe and 
America Online. For CompuServe, use 
Internet:73441,1406@cis.com. For 
America Online, use Internet:dkhanna 
@aol.com. 
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136E Kokopelli 
Earrings $38 

T h e ancient. 

Anasazi symbol of M 

Kokopelli - the ' 

humpbacked 

minor god 

flute player. 

His main task is 

to provide abundance, 

fertility and rainmaking! 

Mary Laura's is offering, 

for the first time, this 

L unique Hopi-style gift 

set in sterling (Over. 

Please order earlv 
supplies are limited. 

Y LAURA'S 
TO ORDER CALL 1-800-662-4848 

Intl. (505) 242-5502 
Visa - Mastercard - American Express 

Sh ipp ing & Hand l ing S3 .00 
Mar.'Laura's - P.O. Box 1261 5-NH5 
Albuquerque, NM 87195-0615 U.S.A. 
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254E Liquid Silver 
Earrings $18 
State clipped 

or pierced 

The Set 
for only $96 

372N Liquid Silver 
Necklace $88 

Thirty inches long. 
thirty strands 

Sterling silver heishi 

MAKYLAUMS 
S O U T H W E S T E R N A R T S 

To Order Call Toll Free 1 - 8 0 0 6 6 2 - 4 8 4 8 
Visa • Mastercard • American Express 

Intl. (505) 242-5502 • Toll Free FAX 1-800-468-3236 
$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

Box 12615-NPK Albuquerque, 
New Mexico 87195-0615 U.S.A. 

A Gift of Securities 
By giving NPCA a gift of appreciated 
securities, you may be entitled to de
duct as a charitable contribution the 
fair market value of the stock gift on 
the date of transfer. Contributed stocks 
held longer than one year are exempt 
from capital gains taxes. The simplest 
way to contribute stocks is through a 
broker, who will need the following in
formation: NPCA's security account 
DTC #0201, A. G. Edwards & Sons, 
for the benefit of NPCA acct. #072-
549-155. NPCA's tax ID number is 53-
0225165. As always, you should con
tact your accountant or tax advisor be
fore making a substantial contribution 
to any charitable organization. 

Give at the Office 
You can give to NPCA through payroll 
deduction in hundreds of workplaces 
across the country—a convenient way 
to help the parks! When you make your 
United Way, Earth Share, or Combined 
Federal Campaign pledge or donation, 
designate "National Parks and Conser
vation Association" or "CFC #0910" 
for all or part of your gift. 

Contact Diane Clifford at 1-800-
NAT-PARK, extension 131, for a com
plete listing of Earth Share workplace 
campaigns or for information on includ
ing Earth Share and NPCA in your 
employer's workplace giving campaign. 

March for Parks: Earth Day '95 
Be on hand to celebrate the 25th anni
versary of Earth Day with March for 
Parks in 1995. With March for Parks, 
you can help a local, state, or national 
park in your area. If you are interested 
in organizing a March for Parks in 1995, 
or would like more information about 
the event, write to Soren Jensen, 
NPCA's new March for Parks manager, 
at March for Parks, NPCA, 1776 Mas
sachusetts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. 

Next Issue... 
The January/February issue will look 
into volcanoes, winter use in the parks, 
and Alaska's Wrangell-St. Elias Na
tional Park. "Access" will visit parks 
that played a role in the Indian wars. 

flowing 
Sitver 

A sterling inspiration 

\ brought to life from the 

\ precious waters that flow 

J in the springs and falls of 

N| our Southwestern Deserts. 

L I A simple and elegant 

ftl\ set that accents 
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MAKYLAUMS 
S O U T H W E S T E R N A R T S 

To Order Call Toll Free 1 - 8 0 0 6 6 2 - 4 8 4 8 
Visa • Mastercard • American Express 

Intl. (505) 242-5502 • Toll Free FAX 1-800-468-3236 
$3.00 Shipping & Handling 

Box 12615-NPK Albuquerque 
New Mexico 87195-0615 U.S.A. 
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Wall H a n g i n g 

Dream Catchers 
Rawhide with Wooden Beads 

Authentic Indian Made 
761DRM 6" Diameter $32 
762DRM 10" Diameter $48 

MARYLAUMS 
N A T I V E A M E R I C A N A R T S 

TO ORDER CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-662-4848 

Intl. (505) 242-5502 
Toll Free FAX 1-800-468-3236 

Visa • Mastercard • American Express 
S3 Shipping & Handling 

Mary Laura's • P.O. Box 12615-NPK 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87195-0615 USA 

R E V I E W S 

War Against 
the Greens 

IN 1990, THE CAR in which Earth 
Firsters Judi Bari and Daryl Cher-
ney were riding exploded, shatter

ing Bari's pelvis and dislocating her 
spine. Cherney, riding in the passenger 
seat, suffered eye damage and facial cuts 
from flying glass and metal. 

As members of a group identified 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
as "eco-terrorists," the victims received 
little sympathy from the authorities. In 
fact, the pair was charged with posses
sion and transportation of an explosive 
device. Even after the would-be assas
sin sent a letter to a local newspaper 
claiming credit for the crime, the FBI 
continued to build a case against the 
two. The charges eventually were drop
ped, but no one else ever was arrested 
for the bombing. Bari remained con
vinced that the timber industry was be
hind the attack, as that summer she had 
been engaged in Earth First's campaign 
to save northern California's redwoods. 

No proof emerged pointing to the 
timber industry, but this incident was 
among many examples used to illus
trate the growing violence of the Wise 
Use Movement in The War Against the 
Greens: The Wise Use Movement, the 
New Right, and Anti-Environmental 
Violence, a book by David Helvarg. The 
book explores this greed-driven move
ment in its various incarnations. This is 
a must-read for anyone who cares about 
the environmental movement and the 
health of the planet. If Helvarg's book 
is meant to be a warning against under
estimating the Wise Use Movement, 
then it more than fulfills its goal, but 
his message may have been better served 
with suggestions on how to repulse the 
backlash. 

Through his well-researched 453-
page book, Helvarg takes the reader on 

TO ORDER 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1-800-662-4848 

toll Free FAX I-80CH68-3236 

Visa • Mastercard • American Express 

MARYUIMS 
N A T I V E A M E R I C A N A R T S 

P.O. Box Box 12615-NPK 
Albuquerque, NM 87195-0615 U.S.A. 

To Catch 
a Dream . . . 

The story of the Dream Catcher is one of 
the most beautiful in Indian mythology. 

It is believed to have originated with the 
Oneida Indians in the northeastern part 
of the U.S. 

A Dream Catcher was usually placed 
above a baby's cradleboard. The web 
of the Dream Catcher would let only 
the good dreams flow through the 
open circle. 

• The Dream Catcher was kept throughout 
life and its power enhanced with fetishes 

gand personal belonging-. 

A / \ Send S3 I o r catalog 



a thrilling yet frightening ride. He ex
amines the tactics used by the Wise Use 
Movement to sabotage everything from 
reform of the 1872 mining law (which 
allows mining companies free access to 
public lands) to derailing the bill to es
tablish the California Desert as a park. 

Bari and Cherney are not the only 
casualties in the war. Others have been 
the targets of everything from arson to 
death threats. Those whose businesses 
would be affected by a regulation to 
control dumping or by a decision to 
halt construction of a toxic-chemical 
incinerator seem to have a vested inter
est in quieting the critics. Sometimes 
intimidation tactics succeed. A woman 
was raped and her throat cut for being 
a member of a group that wanted to 
prevent a pulp mill from dumping its 
waste into a Florida river. 

The movement is not limited to the 
West. Adirondacks Park in New York 
has been the object of a vicious battle 
between those who would like to see 
additional protections and those who 
want none at all. Nor is it limited to the 
small business owner, rancher, or lum
berjack. Helvarg explores Wise Use's 
connections to big business and to some 
right-wing fringe groups. Followers of 
Lyndon LaRouche, John Birch, and Sun 
Myung Moon have one thing in com
mon: they abhor government regulation, 
especially when it concerns environmen
tal law. Rush Limbaugh, a pompous 
wind bag who does not let the facts get 
in the way of his pronouncements, pro
motes the Wise Use agenda on national 
radio. Wise Use has also found a voice 
on the editorial pages of the Wall Street 
journal and in the environmental cov
erage offered by The New York Times. 
The Times' environmental reporter has 
focused solely on the cost to business of 
environmental regulations, rather than 
the cost to public health of none at all. 

Wise Users also have followers 
among counterscientists, who believe 
Rachel Carson's Silent Spring is a work 
of fiction and that banning the pesti
cide DDT and controlling chlorofluor-
ocarbons (CFCs) is somehow a con
spiracy to reduce the world's popula
tion by creating a food shortage. If en-
vironmentalism is a religion, then the 

Wise Use Movement believes it is par
ticipating in a holy war, one being waged 
against "the new pagans who worship 
trees and sacrifice people." Underesti
mating their desire to maintain the sta
tus quo is both naive and dangerous. 

Where once the conservative agenda 
used communism as a scapegoat for 
society's ills, the environmental move
ment has become a convenient enemy. 
Those of us who are card-carrying mem
bers of "the green menace" can take 

heart in the words of Jaimie Sayen, a 
front-line warrior who lives in New 
Hampshire's White Mountains. "These 
folks [Wise Use people] know only what 
they are against [emphasis author's] and 
not what they are for." 

The War Against the Greens, hard
cover, $25; published by Sierra Club 
Books, San Francisco, California. Avail
able at bookstores, or by direct mail 
from Sierra Club. 

—Linda M. Rancourt 
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Ordinary Treadmills 
Can't Compare To NordicSport. 

{But With Results This Good, We Just Had To Show You.} 

79% 
University research shows the NordicSport 

Total Body Treadmill hums up to 79% more 

calorics llum motorized irradmills! 

Youll hum up to 1,000 calories 

per hour, SO you can axiicldy 

ai hirvr a leaner, firmer body. ^ * ^ ^ 

It's a fact — 65% of your body's muscles are located 

above your hips. Yet ordinary treadmills ignore your 

upper body, robbing vou of results. That's why we 

designed the NordicSport Total Body TrcadmH" 

exerciser with innovative, patent-pending aim 

exercisers. You get a superior total-hody aerobic 

wotfcoui — the hind research slums is nuisl effective. 

And, it's easy to do. Just 

pump your arms as g ^ ~ I 1 / 

you walh or run | ~ \ ^ ^"b/r/'""\ 

on the smooth, >Y t ^^J I I I 

self-powered treadmill. 

100% 
Your satisfaction is fully 

guaranteed with our 

0f± 30-day in-home trial. 

s And since the NordicSport 

Total Body Treadmill is 

from NordicTrack — the fitness 

leader with over 2.5 million 

satisfied customers —you know 

it will give you results. See what a 

superior total-hody workout can 

do for your body. Call now for 

your free video and brochure 

-i 

1 
1 
U 

:: 

| 
.3 

2 

.n o r d i c s p o r t. 
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3 PLEASE SEND ME A FREE NORDICSPORT 
BROCHURE AND VIDEOTAPE 

WRITE: NORDICSPORT TBT. DEPT XR5K4 | 
104 PEAVEY ROAD. CHASKA. MN 55318-2355 j 

! NAME ! 

! sum ! 
CITY 

STATE ZIP ] 

] PHONE! I j 
I I 

A FREE VIDEO & 
3 BROCHURE: 
1-800-441-3404 

EXT.XRHH 

This high-enetgv 

woikout lets your 

bodyuse50% 4 

more oxygen 

titan with ordinaiy 

treadmills, for 

maximum aerobic 

hene/it.s in 

minimum time. 

50% 
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CAREERS/EMPLOYMENT 

Home study course. Pre
pare tor exciting and worth
while conservation and en
vironmental careers. 

Help save wildlife, forests, 
rivers, shores, wetlands. En
joy great work in the great 
outdoors! Free literature: 
call or send 24 hours a 
day: 800-223-4542. 
Name 

Address 

City 

Slate Zip 

Animal lovers! 
Home study prepares you (or great jobs 

in animal care and veterinary assistance. 
Free literature: 800-223-4542 . 
Name Age 
Address 
City State Zip 
School of Animal Science, Dept. M—. 
6065 Rosweli Road, Atlanta, Georgia 30328 

ALASKA SUMMER JOBS 
Work in majestic Denali National Park. 400+ 
hotel/resort jobs in Alaska's interior!1. Send a 
SASE to: Denali Park Resortsll02, P.O. Box 
202516, Anchorage, AK99520. EOE. 

Environmental Careers 
Environmental & natural resource vacancies from non
profit, private. & government employers.Two issues each 
month list opportunities nationwide. A 6 issue trial 
subscription is only S i9 .50 Subscribe today! 

The Job Seeker 
^ Dept NP, Rt 2 Box 16, Warrens. Wl 54666 ^J 

GIFTS 

Historic, antique U.S. 
Coast Survey maps 
from the 1800s 
Most American seaports and 
coastal waters. Reprints, 
too. Unique framed, great 
as gifts. $1 brings illus
trated lists. Specify area. 

CHARTIPACTS, DNP, Box 895^ 
Richmond, VA 23225. 80V2?2-7120 

Intriguing and Unique Stationery 
You'll really love our envelopes and stationery made from 
government surplus topographic maps. (Even non-map lovers 
arc intrigued by our "Gcolopes"™.) A truly inspired recycling 
j jea! "Geolopes"™ come in various sizes and meet U.S.P.S. 
requirements. VC'e guarantee your correspondents will open th« 
mail when they see this unique, fascinating item. Very 
dttiuiLiblc. Free samples. New England Cartographies, P.O. 
Box 9569-N. North Amherst. MA 01059. (4 1)1 549-4124. 

N.P.C.A. 
SURPRISE 
HOLIDAY 
GIFT BAGS 

Different combinations of T-
shirts, water bottles, pins, and 
patches in each bag!! Order one 
for everyone on your list who cares 
about our national parks. 

$10: 1 shirt and 1 item 
$20: 2 shirts and 2 items 
$30: 3 shirts and 4 items 
(Includes postage and handling) 

EASY SHOPPING FOR 
THIS HOLIDAY 

SEASON!! 

Send your payment with name 
and address to: 

NPCA—Gift Bags 
1776 Mass. Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC, 20036 
1-800-NAT-PARK 

Please identify whether 
recipient is adult or child. 

Allow 7-10 days for delivery. 
Supplies limited, order NOW!!! 

RL'FFALO RANCHING make, good ecological 
•.cn-cktr the American pr.nrif. Plea-e write nr call tor 

free catalog of a full range ofbuffalo products to: 
ThunderingHerd 
Buffalo Products 
P O B o x l 0 5 1 , D e p t . N P I l 

Reno ,NV89504 

1.800-525-9730 

Rent " 
Nature 

Lease a Sugar Maple 
Tree or Sao Bucket 

for One Year 
A truly memorable 
CHRISTMAS GIFT. 
First, we'll send each 
person on your list a 
copy of an authentic 
1 8 9 0 T R E A S U R Y 

DEPT. Lease, personalized by hand and 
suitable for framing — plus a GIFT CARD 
from you. During the harvest each lessee 
receives PROGRESS REPORTS full of 
facts & folklore, thus sharing in the 
adventure of sugaring. In Spring '95. 
when all the sap has been processed, 
each Tree Tenant will get at least 50 oz. of 
the finest 100% pure wood-fired MAPLE 
SYRUP in decorated jugs (25 oz. to 
Bucket Borrowers) and even more if 
Mother Nature is bountiful. We do all the 
work, your friends get the delicious results, 
and you get all the raves! 

100% satisfaction money back guarantee 
Tree Lease $39.95 or Bucket Lease $29.95 

Add $3.95 per lease for shipping & handling 
Send check with name & address of each recipient 

RENT MOTHER NATURE . Dept. 667 
52 New St, Box 193. Cambridge. MA 02238 

Phone Orders (617) 354-5430 VS. MO AX. Disc. 

OPTICS 

FREE Binocular Buying Guide 

CALL 1-800-624-8107 
Besf Prices on Bausch & Lomb. 
Leica. Nikon. Zeiss and More! 

National Camera Exchange 
Golden Valley. MN (612)546-6831 

Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, 
Tripods & Accessories 

Leica Zdn 
Nikon • Koss 

Bninlon • 1. 

' Swaiovski • Biiusch & l.omh 
i • Swih • Bin.hix-11 • Rcdllcld 

..lupoid * Cclestron * Op Tech 
Boucn ' hums * rupnon • Six: lulls 

M.icclt.111 * Gcrticr • Sssiss Anns ' Spsdcrso 
Discount /Vice /.is/ & Comprehensive Catalog 

KACU.K OPTICS 
716 S. Whitney Was - Madison. W l 5.3711 iMIXl 271-4751 

OUTDOOR CAREERS' 

The School of Conservation, Dept. NNM442 
PCDI, 6065 Rosweli Rd., Atlanta, Georgia 30328 
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Wonderful Child Carriers & 
Children's Backpacks 

Made In (he U.S.A. 

,4? • • " g> ' . f r e e Mra/ogue. 

Tough Traveler* 
1-800-GO-TOUGH 

KENNICOn GLACIER LODGE 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 
show from the comfort of our modern 
lodge in the heart of the Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 
fields, wilderness rivers and the world's 
largest ghost town—all at our front door. 
Write or call toll free for brochure. 

1-800-582-5128 
I'.O. Bo\ 103940, Anchorage, A K 99510 

Outdoor Adventures 
for People 50 and Over 

Specially designed walk ing/h ik ing programs to 

U.S., Europe, N e w Zealand. Great scenery, 

company , f ood ! Cal l /wr i te for 1 9 9 5 brochure. 

WALK ING THE WORLD 

PO Box 1 1 8 6 - N , Ft. Col l ins, CO 8 0 5 2 2 

1-800-340-WALK 

%£lafe-ir 

ACTIVE WALKING) 
HOLIDAYS 

In areas of natural beauty 
Weekend & Weeklong. Midwest & Beyond 

Slay ti BSBs, kits. Lodges S Smal Hotels 

H*e some of the most scenic trass on Earth 

930 Washington St f t -Earth 
Evanston IL 60202-2272 

708-069-5745 

RESORTS 

VIRGIN ISLANDS NATIONAL PARK 
All units arc waterfront with fully equipped 
kitchens, freshwater pool, superb snorkeling, 
scuba diving, parasailing, ocean kayaking, wind 
surfing and hiking. Dive and honeymoon pack
ages, fine dining at Ellington's, full hotel ser
vices & amenities, including transfers from ferry, 
bell service and concierge. AAA999 

GALLOWS 

P O I N T 
S U I T E R E S O R T 

P.O. Box 58 , St. John, USVI 0 0 8 3 1 
1-800-323-7229 

8 0 9 - 7 7 6 - 6 4 3 4 • Fax 8 0 9 - 7 7 6 - 6 5 2 0 

* Star Hill Inn * 
an astronomer's retreat in the rockies 
The ideal vacation getaway! 7 charming cottages. 200 
wooded acres. 7300' elev. Near 2 NWR, Nat'l Forests, 
270+ sp. birds, Santa Fe, skiing, private, fireplaces. On-
site observatory, rental 'scopes, ast. & ornith. wkshps. 
Star Hill Inn NP, Sapello Nlvt 87745, 5051425 5605 

TOURS/TRAVEL 

PoirtT Reyes Narwnal Seashone 

TAMAL SAKA 
Tomales Bay Kayaking 

Rentals - Instntctktn - Guided Excursions 
Reservations Recommended 

19225 Slale Roule 1 - P.O. Box 833 
Marshall CA 94940-0833 

415/663-1743 

MISTY FJORDS 
NATIONAL MONUMENT TOURS 

Cruise/Fly. Kayaker Transportation 
POB 7814-NP 
Ketchikan, 
AK 99901 
907-225-6044 
fax 247-3498 

BROOJt? B f A R 
Photography Excursions - Wildlife Viewing 

Fexplnrv (IK- flftrffhj/riMMI ><( 

K A T H I A I P A T r t H I A L PARK 
aboard the J W M e m 

DOCKSIDC TOURS 
1-NOO-5.32-8.3.3S 

I'.O. Box 150.3 • Homer. AK 9960.3 

ALASKA 
D E N A L I N A T I O N A L P A R K 

C A M P D E N A L I 

N O R T H FACE 
L O D G E 

Small, remote lodgings 
in the heart of the park 

in view of Mount McKinley 

Respected specialists in guided hiking 
and natural history. Since 1951. 

IIIWI.I NVI'L. P\RK Wll.mRNIiSS CENTERS 
PO BOX 67 1)1 \ \ I I NATL. PARK. AK 99755 

SUMMER (9071 683-2290 WINTER 16031 675-2248 

AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
Walkabouts 

Nature . H ik ing & the O u t d o o r s 
Hik ing and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic Nat iona l Parks & 
Mi l ford Track; Australia's Outback. 
Tropical N o r t h . & Great Barr ier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION C Q 
_ Box 3042P . Santa Barbara. CA 93130 

3 j ( g / (SOS) 687-7282 

WILDERNESS SOUTHEAST 
711 SANDTOWN RD 

SAVANNAH. GA 31410 
(912>897-510« 

WILDLIFE EXPEDITIONS 

YELLOWSTONE 
AND GRAND TETON NATIONAL PARKS 

FOR A DAY OR A WEEK 
BEST HOTELS AND FOOD 

WILDLIFE INSTITUTE 

BIOLOGIST-GUIDED 
VERY SMALL GROUPS 

GREAT PLAI 
3Q7-733-2623 BOX 7580 JACKSON HOLE. WY 83001 

KtEW FREE 20 PACE BROCHURE! CALL 1 800 451 6014 

WHITEWATER RAFTING IN IDAHO AND ECUADOR 
MEDITERRANEAN YACHTING I N TURKEY 

SELF-DRIVE BARGE RENTALS I N FRANCE 

H^eL^^jt AM/ 
W 119,9- ROW P0 So. MO, rU.fotuBDinHt IDSt8>6 

Rico Tours SM 

Simply Costa Rica 
(800) 280-7426 

Adventure Travel • Diving Explorations 
Horse Trekking • Photo Safaris 
Sailing Safaris * Beach Vacations 
Nature Tours * National Park Tours 
Volcano Tours • White Water Rafting 

• Customized Itineraries 
an Anderson Mill Ttaorl. Int Company 

D u c o v a t lu 
Okefvnokec Swamp. Paddk 
die I veifdadcs. K.iv.tk coastal 

t ieorgia, hike through 
rainforest, or i n o r k d t in reefs 

ni ( LDtr.il America. 
Wilderness adventures 

L-mph.tM/ing n.itur.il .nut 
ttiliiir.il history .iiui vtology. 

Free catalog. 

' f^/r'^ryA- v///f/fs/erjj 

"in Alaska's newest State Park' 

Eiyoy photographing, al rYve range, our unique 
combination of land and sea wildlife fmm EAGLES 

to AUKLETS. KOD1AK BROWN BEAR to SEA 
U1TKR and excellent sabnondiatibut Idling. 
Hegant log lodge and guest cabins with superb 
local cuisine for 12 guests. Floatplane access 

Color brtx-hunclnlernationid nd'erences. 
„ _ . _ n . „ Radiophone 1X17 17M.lt! 
Kov & shannon Iboiilall 800478 6442 
Seal Buy,AK0860? NT FAX907 4862317 

http://LDtr.il
http://ttiliiir.il
http://17M.lt


OPPORTUNITIES 

SWISS ALPS 
Moderate OAT hiking tours 2 or 4 weeks Ride up above tree 
line and hike down Over SO optional length hikes basing one 
week at 10 charming mountain villages M 3 or 4 star hotels 
Write tor tree brochure 

ALPINE ADVENTURE TRAILS TOURS /w 
783L Chfts.de Or SWISSairiraV 
Ak/pn QH 44313 >WI>>Wljfjy./ 

Archaeology Tours—Maya cities of Yucatan Peninsula 
Palenque. Chichen It/a. I'xmal. Guatemala Highlands 
tour, Tikal, Antigua. Chichicastenango. Southwest Rock 
Art, Chaco Canyon. Canyon de Chelly, Santa Fe. First 
Class. Expert archaeologist guides. 

The Archaeological Conseruancii 
V\ 5301 Central NE, It 1218 Albuquerque 

X NM 87108 (505) 266-1540 

Going to the 
Grand Canyon? 

Travel by authentic steam train and 
experience the history of the West. 
Ride in turn-of-the-century style from 
Williams, Arizona, to the breathtaking 
Grand Canyon. —Si-
Leave the driving 
and parking 
worries 
behind. 
For tickets 
and great 
package 
deals 
including 
lodging and 
meals, call 
your travel 
agent or 

1-800-THE-TRAIN. 

GRAND CANYON RAILWAY 
Preserving our national heritage. 

Authorized concessioner of the National Park Service 

est Iratn 
Sept. 1901 

Tours For Active Folks Over Fifty 
J~ Bring in 1995 walking in sunshine! 
ft I Join us in San Diego - December 

27 to January 2! Lodging, meals. 
ground transport included. 

Wak About The West 
376C Rockrhrvnon B v d • Colorado Springe. CO BOQIO 

I7 I9 I 5 3 I - Q 5 7 7 

VIDEOS 

APPALACHIAN TRAIL FILM 
NORTH TO KATAHDIN Profesiional VHS video unveta 
challenge, beauty triumph, and reflection on the tp'^^A '<> 
famous Appalachian Trail, the world's longest ^HL * 
national park. Perfect gift for hikers, guaranteed. ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Send J32.45IO Thomas Hogehoom Dept. N, RRI, <?•- I ^? 
Box 460 Hardwidt, VI 05843 or call (802) 563-2934 ^ * TO * * 
for free brochure. 

T R A V E L S ^ 
TREASURES 

This 40-page catalog is packed with hundreds 
of videos that take you to the most exciting 
and romantic places on earth. Plus you'll find 
rare treasures culled from around the globe — 
fascinating momentos from your video travels! 

Whether you're planning a 
trip, want to explore the 
globe from home, or are 
searching for the perfect 
gift, call for your free 

atalog loday! 

FREE CATALOG 
Plus a special welcome 
certificate worth $5! 

Call toll-free 
1-800-669-4486 ext 909 

. laJT I N T E R N A T I O N A L 2246 Com/no Ramon 
V J » > V I D E O N E T W O R K San Ramon CA 94583 

I V I D E O F O R K I D S 2 - 1 2 

I "Trucks o n m y S t r e e t " 

kn\ low me inoges fornlm love the envtronmeotol and safety mesjoges (Mslewn 
I w b e t e those big twytkng and gcrboge tnxks go otter they ramble down their sheet 

Professronoly produced, hosted by kids, far kids. Youl hear ' I wont to watch the 
I trucks ogoro!' SI? 95 I*rs 3 95 shrpr>rg/hondrrng 

$1 TO CHARITY FOR W D V CALL 1 (800) 556-9777 
L 3 0 D A Y M O N E Y R A C K G U A R A N T E E ' 

; » w rrmwrft soldSI OonorodroMromChAWcm's Horn ,ronMrtrrw radar ugcorr1 Cod,Fte?494 

Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
with the names we make available, 
let us know and we will remove 
your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send 
it to us at the address below. 

We'd like to assist you 
with your membership 
concerns! 
Z] I missed an issue of National 
Parks magazine (please specify) 

_Z I am receiving duplicate mailings 
(please include both mailing labels) 

~]I changed my name or address 
(please indicate your change below) 

ZjPlease do not exchange my name 

Identification number 

Name 

Address 

City, State, & Zip 

If your membership concern is not 
addressed above, please write or 
call us at 1-800-NAT-PARK. 
Attach the mailing label from the 
latest issue and mail to: 

I 1 
(Place label here) 

November/December 1994 

A C A D I A 3 
N A T I O N A L P A R K 

ON VIDEO! 
Call: 1 (800) 432-8577 $24.95 

Or send check to Acanthus Home Video. JJJ 
PO Box 10366 Ste 5 Portland ME 04104 I - s,\ u 

Membership Department 
NPCA 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

http://Chfts.de


ADVERTISEMENT 

Are YOU concerned about 'YOUR' Environment? 

ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNOLOGY SYNTHESIS, Inc. is very concerned!! 

Who are we? A non-profit corporation dedicated to enhancement of your environment. The environment 
in your home, community, nation and on planet Earth. 
Why was Environmental Technology Synthesis, Inc. formed? Despite all the effort already directed 
toward pollution control and environmental improvement, there is much still to be done. We believe we 
can develop different approaches and contribute significantly to environmental enhancement—in your home, 
community, nation and on planet Earth. 
What are our goals? Our goals are: 

To identify technology that exists in various scientific and engineering fields that is not now 
applied to environmental improvement. 

To merge known technology into operational systems for pollution abatement. 
To merge new and old technology to develop functional systems. 
To investigate the role of 'pollutants' as unrecognized resources. 
To inform the public of new concepts and systems. 
To assist in implementation of environmental enhancement systems. 

What is the environment? Everything that affects our senses—sight, touch, smell, taste, sound—and has 
an impact, good or bad, on our well being. 
Where is the environment? Everywhere, at home, at the workplace, at school and at the recreation site. 
Who will determine the areas of effort? We intend that you, our supporters, will play a large role in 
guiding the direction research will go and where operational systems are used. 
In what areas do we intend to work? In all areas, but most attention will be directed toward the fringe 
of the major areas now being targeted by government, university and private for-profit organizations. 
Why not let the government do it? As Marcus Cicero said about 63 B. C , "Ask not what your country 
can do for you—ask what you can do for your country". Local, State, and Federal government have a role 
to play but it is up to the people, individually and collectively to take the initiative and carry the ball. If 
you help us, we will help you—to the best of our ability—get the information you need to do the best job 
you can to enhance the environment which surrounds you, your family and friends. 
What help do we need? First, we need your ideas on what you see as most detrimental to your 
environment. Second is financial support—without funds nothing can be accomplished. Third, when new 
technology and systems become available, you help implement environmental enhancement projects that 
will benefit you, your family and friends. 
We are ready to move forward, as rapidly as finances permit, to do our part in enhancing the 
environment locally, nationally and even worldwide. 
If you are ready to help, please complete and mail in the following form. 

Environmental Technology Synthesis, Inc. is a 501 (c) (3) corporation. Contributions are tax deductible. 

TO: Environmental Technology Synthesis, Inc. 
P. O. Box 56 
Beltsville MD 20704-0056 

Yes, I am ready to help you help us enhance our environment! The most important environmental 
e n h a n c e m e n t t h a t I f e e l n e e d s t o b e i m p l e m e n t e d 
is . 

Enclosed is my contribution of: $100 $75 $50 $25 Other 
Name: 
Street: 
City/State/ZipCode_ 
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A 
Air pollution 

At Big Bend and Great Smoky Moun
tains NP, 11/12, 10 

All-terrain vehicles 
Agreement to expire, 5/6, 12-14 

Appleton, Elaine and Bill Sharp 
Plight of the Plovers, 3/4, 35-38 

Appleton, Elaine 
The War on Waste, 9/10, 37-42 

Archaeological digs 
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P A R K P U R S U I T 

Rivers of Ice 

PARK PURSUIT tests your knowl
edge of the history and the natu
ral resources represented within 

the National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The November/December quiz fo
cuses on glaciers within the park sys
tem, and information has been provided 
to aid you in identifying those depicted. 

Some parks are named for their gla
ciers, such as Glacier National Park in 
Montana and Glacier Bay National Park 
in Alaska, but other sites have equally 
impressive fields of ice that have accu
mulated over centuries. Other sites com
memorate the path of the massive gla
ciers that scoured the earth thousands 

of years ago, leaving behind reminders, 
such as moraines and kettle ponds. 

The fertile soils of the Midwest, the 
stone-filled fields of New England, and 
the rugged peaks of the West are all 
evidence of the actions of glaciers, one 
of nature's most potent forces. Far from 
being a thing of the past, these great 
masses of ice still cover 10 percent of 
the world's land surface. 

Glaciers form in areas where annual 
snowfall exceeds the rate of melting. As 
the snow accumulates year after year, it 
is gradually transformed into ice. Bur
ied under more and more snow, the ice 
becomes denser still and, when it 
reaches a critical thickness and weight, 
it begins to move. Most glaciers creep 

along at a few inches to a few feet a day, 
but as it moves, the ice picks up dirt, 
boulders, and sand, tearing at the land. 

The power of glacial ice is awesome, 
and so, too, are its creations. The ser
rated peaks of the Cascades, the sandy 
beaches of Cape Cod, and the Finger 
Fakes of New York are a few of the 
products of moving ice. 

If you are unable to wait until the 
next issue for the answers, call our 900 
number from a touch-tone phone (see 
page 8). Answers to the September/Oc
tober quiz are: 1. Lewis Range, Glacier 
National Park; 2. Great Smoky Moun
tains, Great Smoky Mountains National 
Park; and 3. Brooks Range, Gates of 
the Arctic National Park and Preserve. 

1 One of the main 
attractions at this 
park is a 35-mile-
long, 20-mile-wide 
icefield that receives 
35 to 65 feet of 
snow each year. The 
park also has a 
temperate rain
forest, and eight 
large glaciers that 
carve the landscape 
as they push their 
way to the sea. 
What national park 
site is this? 
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The greatest single-
peak glacial system 
in the contiguous 
United States 
radiates from the 
slopes of this 
ancient, dormant 
volcano. The land
scape was built up 
by successive lava 
flows and then 
sculpted by glaciers, 
formed by an 
average snowfall of 
620 inches each year. 
What national park 
site is this? 

Over a comparatively 
short span of time, 
mountain glaciers of 
the last major glacial 
period shape skyline in 
this mountainous park. 
At the upper eleva
tions, where most of 
the snow accumulated, 
glaciers scooped out 
depressions. One 
glacier is called School
room glacier for its 
easily observable 
classic characteristics. 
What national park site 
is this? 
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Carry the official card of the NPCA. 

Provide support to the NPCA 
at no additional cost while 
enjoying these privileges — 

• No Annual Fee Ever 

• Shopping and Travel 
Conveniences 

• Purchase Insurance and 
Extended Warranty Programs 

Grizzly Bears 

Request yours today! Call 1-800-252-9002 
The NPCA is important to you. Now, demonstrate your 
commitment every time you use your NPCA MasterCard' 
with no annual fee ever! A contribution will be made to 
the National Parks and Conservation Association's preser
vation and education programs at no cost to you with each 
use of your card! Plus, you get all the benefits you expect 
from a credit card including... 

• Purchase Insurance — protects nearly 
every purchase you make 

• Extended Warranty — extends or 
even doubles most U.S. warranties 

• Interest-free grace period 
• Toll-free Customer Service 
• Purchasing power at more than 

10 million locations around the world 
• Cash access at over 361,000 Cirrus ATMs 
• Hotel/Motel burglary coverage 
• Auto rental insurance — save u p to 

$12 a day 

The NPCA MasterCard is available with the full-color 
photo of your choice. Select Grizzly Bears, Civil War 
Cannon or Delicate Arch. Each is a beautiful representa
tion of the nature and history the NPCA works to preserve 
and protect. 

To request your NPCA MasterCard today, call 

1-800-252-9002 
Monday to Friday, between 

8 AM and 5:30 PM Eastern Standard Time. 

Help preserve and support our national 
parks during NPCA's 75th Anniversary year. 

Civil War Cannon 

Delicate Arch 
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