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57 varieties of National Parks**. 
How many have you savored? 

Rich, earth-tone parchment-like paper gives your certificate 
the look and feel your travel accomplishments deserve. 
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To order for yourself: 
use this form or go to www.mytravels.com 

To order as a gift: 
Check the "Gift Pak" option below and 
indicate whether you want the Gift Pak 
sent to you directly or to your recipient. 

In addition to our U.S.A. Nat ional Parks kit, we 
offer 14 other travel recognition programs, including 
Lewis & Clark Trail Explorers, the 50 States, 
Jewels of the Car ibbean, Countries of the World 
and Ma jor League Ballparks. 

For a complete description of these and other travel kits, 
go to www.mytravels.com 
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T heir beauty takes our breath away, their history humbles us, 

their grandeur inspires us. 

America's 57 Nat ional Parks offer delights to please all of our 

senses and touch us deeply, each in our own way. 

Now, relive the reverie of every park you've visited with a personal 

reminder of your own Nat ional Parks odyssey. 

Whether you're just starting out or well on your way to seeing all 

of our nat ional jewels, our "Parks Enthusiast" certificate provides a 

living log of your Park visits. 

Complete the checklist below and we'l l create a handsome docu

ment like the one shown here with your name and all the Nat ional 

Parks you've enjoyed over the years. 

Easy to update (by mail or at our website), your certificate will serve 

as an "of f ic ia l " record of your Park travels, a reminder of precious 

times with family and friends, and a powerful motivator to experience 

as many of our national treasures as you can pack into your lifetime. 

THE EAST 

J Acadia (ME) 
J Biscayne (FL) 
J Dry Tortugas (FL) 
J. Everglades (FL) 
_» Shenandoah (VA) 
J Virgin Islands (VI) 

THE SOUTHWEST 

J Big Bend (TX) 
- I Carlsbad (NM) 
J Great Sand Dunes (CO) 
- I Guadalupe (TX) 
J Joshua Tree (CA) 
J Saguoro (AZ) 

COLORADO PLATEAU 

Q Arches (UT) 
J Black Canyon (CO) 
J Bryce Canyon (UT) 
J Canyonlands (UT) 
- I Capitol Reef (UT) 
J Grand Canyon (AZ) 
-1 Great Basin (NV) 
J Mesa Verde (CO) 
O Petrified Forest (AZ) 
J Zion (UT) 

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 

J NP of American Samoa 
Q Channel Islands (CA) 
- I Death Valley (CAJ 
J Haleakala (HI) 
J Hawaii Volcanoes (HI) 
J Kings Canyon (CA) 
_J Sequoia (CA) 
J Yosemite (CA) 
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J Badlands (SD) 
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JJ Rocky Mountain (CO) 
• Theodore Roosevelt (ND) 
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J Wind Cave (SD) 
J Yellowstone (WY) 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 
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J Lassen Volcanic (CA) 
O Mount Roinier (WA) 
_l North Cascades (WA) 
• Olympic (WA) 
J Redwood (CA) 

ALASKA 

- I Denali 
J Gates of the Arctic 
O Glacier Boy 
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J Kenai Fjords 
J Kobuk Valley 
J Lake Clark 
JJ Wrongell-St. Elias 

MIDWEST 

• Cuyahoga (OH) 
J Great Smoky Mtns. (TN) 
UJ Hot Springs (AR) 
J Isle Royale (Ml) 
J Mammoth Cove (KY) 
J Voyageurs (MN) 

NOTE: 
This list includes the 56 sites 
designated as USA National 
Parks and the NP of American 
Samoa. Periodically, new sites 
are given NP status. You may 
view any additions that have 
been made on our website. 
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CERTIFICATE Quantity 

Total Amt. 
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O U T L O O K 

n c r e d i b l e Journey 
President Roosevelt's U.S. tour 100 years ago underscored 

the value of parks as reserves to replenish wildlife. 

In 1903, President 
Theodore Roosevelt 

toured the United States 
for 66 days, covering 
14,000 miles and 150 
cities. He toured by stage
coach, steamship, train, 
and horse-drawn carriage, 
delivering nearly 200 
speeches. 

Among his stops was Yellowstone Na
tional Park where the president ob
served: "This reserve is a natural breed
ing-ground and nursery for those stately 
and beautiful haunters of the wilds 
which have now vanished from so many 
of the great forests, the vast lonely plains, 
and the high mountain ranges, where 
they once abounded." 

Although Roosevelt was an avid 
hunter, he understood the value of set
ting aside some of our natural lands as 
sanctuaries where animals could roam 
without harm from humans. Today, the 
same observation could be made about 
our marine world. Long-term research 
has shown that no-take zones—or 
refuges where no sea life can be harvest
ed or harmed—benefit fish and those 
who catch them. (See story, page 26.) 

Channel Islands National Park in 
California has embraced rhe idea and 
established a 175-square-mile refuge 
around the park. NPCA has played a 
vigorous role in promoting refuges at 
Biscayne and Dry Tortugas national 
parks, but the state of Florida is balking 
at implementing them. 

Many people recognize that the 
marine environment is suffering from 
overfishing and pollution, and scientific 

evidence suggests that re
fuges can help these belea
guered habitats to recover. 

A century ago, conser
vationists like Roosevelt 
were able to see both the 
conservation and eco
nomic value of land-based 
sanctuaries. "A deer in the 

wild woods is worth...many times the 
value of its carcass, because of the way it 
attracts sportsmen, who give employ
ment and leave money behind them." 

Roosevelt clearly saw the value of set
ting aside these lands, not only because 
they were useful but also because they 
ensured that something of our world 
would be left for our children. As Jim 
DiPeso's opinion piece on President 
Bush and Teddy Roosevelt points out, 
Roosevelt sought to prevent special 
interests from fouling the nations nest 
and fought against members of his own 
parry ro do so. 

One of the key questions we must ask 
ourselves is what sort of world are we 
leaving behind? We cannot continue to 
make or support policy decisions that re
fuse to see beyond the short-term gain. 
Just as Roosevelt and others supported 
national parks and wildlife refuges to 
provide sanctuary for terrestrial crea
tures, we must do the same for the ma
rine world. Otherwise, the rich and, so-
far, forgiving ocean could become an 
empty expanse by the time our great 
grandchildren are celebrating the bicen
tennial of Roosevelt's incredible journey. 

Thomas C. Kiernan 
President 
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Get in the zone with the mattress topper 
that molds to your body's contours 
The Memory Foam Ultra mattress topper is cut into a grid 
pattern combining six different zones for variable 
support and a better night's sleep. 

I f's 3 a.m. You have exactly two fours until 

you have to vet up for work, and you still 

can't seem to fall asleep. At tliis point, the 

phrase "tossing and turning" begins to take on a 

whole new meaning for people whose mattresses 

simply aren't giving proper support anymore. 

Your mattress may dictate your quality of sleep. 

Evejt if you merely suspect that your mattress 

may be outdated, that's when you need to take 

action. Some mattresses fail to support your spine 

properly, which can result in increased pressure 

on certain parts of your body. Other mattresses, 

sporting certain degrees ofvisco-elastic foam, can 

sometimes cost you well over $l(XX). Now, one of 

the world's leading manufacturers of foam prod

ucts has developed an incredibly affordable mat

tress topper that can actually change the way you 

sleep. Introducing the future of a better night's 

sleep: The Memory Foam Ultra mattress topper. 

Wake up to a better morning. The Memory 

Foam Ultra mattress topper is designed to 

give you a better sleep surface. Not only 

does it support each region of your body, 

but it's also temperature sensitive. With 

its various-sized "comfort cells," the 2-inch 

What could be wrong 
with your present bed? 

The ideal position is a neutral body posture in 
which the different parts of the human body ore 
supported individually and evenly. This is the secret 
behind Memory foam Ultra, the mattress topper 
that turns any bed into the ideal sleep surface. 

The 2-inch thick 
temperature-smart 

foam adjusts to 
your shape. 

thick Memory Foam 
Ultra mattress topper com 
bines six zones to support specific 
body area weight, which promotes a better 
night's sleep. The largest cells support your 
lower back and midsection, while the medi
um-sized cells support the shoulders, lower 
back and legs. The smallest cells support your 
head and feet. Combined, these zones provide 
variable support from head to toe. By using 
visco-elastic foam, the Memory Foam Ultra 
mattress topper also molds to your body 
contours to help prevent tossing and turning 
during the night. When you lie down on this 
amazing material, the heat and pressure sensi
tive foam reacts to your body's weight and 
temperature, so that it molds to your exact 
body shape. This means that whether you 
sleep on your back, stomach or side, your 
weight is evenly distributed and your spine 
remains in a neutral position. Other surfaces 
support your body at the shoulders, hips 
and legs only. This causes your spine to 
sag in other areas, which can often result 
in discomfort, and even back pain. You'll 
wake up rested, relaxed and ready to take 
on the day. Anvone who suffers from 
insomnia and back pain can benefit 
from this technology. 

FREE heavyweight 
mattress pad included. 
Included with the Memory 
Foam Ultra mattress topper 
is a fitted mattress pad. It's 
heavyweight and quilted, 
and made of 200-count 
100% cotton with a 

15-inch 
deep stretchable 

kirt to fit a mattress 
up to 21 inches thick. 

The size of the mattress pad 
ietermined by the size mattress 

topper you order. 

Try it for yourself today! The Memory Foam 
Ultra mattress topper can change the way you 
sleep. Promote proper spine positioning, while 
enjoying relief from insomnia and back pain 
with this full-body support. It comes with a 
5-year manufacturer's limited warranty and 
TechnoScout's exclusive in-home trial. If you 
are not completely satisfied, simply return it 
within 30 days for the full purchase price. 

Memory Foam Ultra mattress topper: 

2P-2870 Sizes Twin through California King* 

Prices starting as low as Z... 2 jxvjme*dn 

of $49.95 each + S&H 

FREE mattress pad—a $59.95 value! 

Please mention promotional code 25352. 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 

888-923-6684 
'For mail-in orders, please call for individual cost of 
the various sizes along with shipping and handling. 
To charge it to pour credit card, enclose your account 
number and expiration date. 
Virginia residents only—please include 4 J % sales tax. 

LATEST.GREATEST.NEATEST.COOLEST 
You can see hundreds of high-tech products at 

wwyrv.techttQSCOUt.com 

lECHNOSCOUT 
1998 Ruff in Mill Road S 
Colonial Heights. VA 23834 8 
All rights reserved 2003 TechnoBranrjs. Inc. " 
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E D I T O R N O T E 

About NPCA 
WHO WE ARE 
Established in 1919, the National Parks Con
servation Association is America's only private, 
nonprofit advocacy organization dedicated sole
ly to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the 
U.S. National Park System. 

WHAT WE DO 
NPCA protects national parks by identifying prob
lems and generating support to resolve them. 

WHAT WE STAND FOR 
The mission of NPCA is to protect and enhance 
America's National Park System for present and 
future generations. 

EDITORIAL MISSION 
The magazine is the only national publication 
focusing solely on national parks. The magazine 
creates an awareness of the need to protect and 
properly manage park resources, encourages an 
appreciation for the natural and historic trea
sures found in the parks, and informs and inspires 
individuals to help preserve them. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Members can help defend America's natural and 
cultural heritage. Activists alert Congress and the 
administration to park threats; comment on park 

planning and adjacent land-use decisions; assist 
NPCA in developing partnerships; and educate 
the public and the media. For more information, 
contact our grassroots coordinator, extension 
222. 

HOW TO DONATE 
For more information on Partners for the Parks, 
contact our Membership Department, extension 
213. For information about Trustees for the Parks, 
bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, call 
our Development Department, extension 145 or 
146. You can also donate by shopping online at 
www. npca.org, where 5 percent of your pur
chases is donated to NPCA at no extra cost to 
you. 

QUESTIONS? 
If you have any questions about your member
ship, call Member Services at 1-800-628-7275. 
National Parks magazine is among a member's 
chief benefits. Of the $25 membership dues, $6 
covers a one-year subscription to the magazine. 

HOW TO REACH US 
National Parks Conservation Association, 1300 
19th St., N.W., Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036; 
by phone: 1-800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: npca® 
npca.org; and www.npca.org. 

A Time to Dream 

The cold gray days 
of late fall are the 

perfect time to plan a 
national parks va
cation. Whether you 
are interested in snorkeling at Dry 
Tortugas or hiking at Great Smoky 
Mountains, our vacation guide offers 
some helpful planning tips. The section 
includes grids that at a glance list a series 
of activities many of us can enjoy in the 
parks and offers some helpful hints 
about where you can stay, whether you 
can camp, and how to plan a hike. 

You will also find information on 
whether the park offers commercial or 
ranger-led activities. Of course, you can 
always guide yourself around any park; 
see the scenery, admire the view, read the 
interpretive signs. But you don't get the 
full history or flavor of a place without 
the benefit of a knowledgeable guide. 

We can all recount a meaningful park 
experience—one of those moments 
when you realize why the national parks 
are so special. Frequently, a ranger had a 
hand in that experience, either by re
counting a piece of history or by point
ing out the geological drama that took 
place over hundreds of thousands of 
years at an awe-inspiring place like the 
Grand Canyon. 

These experiences may become in
creasingly rare. Some of the services we 
have come to expect may be disappear
ing. Funding is the lifeblood for so many 
national treasures, and the park system is 
no exception. 

As you visit the parks, please consider 
sending a message to your members of 
Congress that even though economic 
times are tough and domestic and for
eign priorities demanding, the national 
parks are the legacy we will leave for our 
children. Let's be sure not to squander it. 

Linda M . Rancour t 

Editor-in-Chief 
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L E T T E R S 

P r i v a t i z a t i o n and Mak ing the Grade 

Thinning the Ranks 
Privatization poses a great threat to our 
national parks. They are facing the loss 
of staff and services and irreplaceable 
resources because of an invisible budget 
shortfall. The Bush administration is 
correct in saying that it has increased 
funding to national parks. But the 
increase is meaningless. Federal salaries 
were increased this year by 4.1 percent, 
but Congress allocated funds to the 
parks to cover only a fraction of the 
increase. Seasonal positions were cut 
dramatically just to maintain permanent 
staff. Veteran interpretation rangers, 
dedicated teachers and scientists who 
have spent more than ten summers 
working for the Park Service, saw their 
positions downgraded to a GS-3, salaries 
once reserved for high school interns. 

I'm not at liberty to name names, but 
my park was effectually gutted this year. 
Its base budget has not been increased 
since 1996. Next year is expected to be 
worse. Park division budgets were 
slashed 40 to 60 percent. A visitor ori
entation center had to be closed. 
Interpretation programs were decimat
ed. There are no backcountry rangers. 

Park visitors are finding dirty parks, 
no staff, and fewer ranger-led activities, 
but they are shrugging their shoulders 
and saying the shortfalls must have to do 
with money going to Homeland Se
curity and the war. True, but the parks 
were in trouble long before money went 
to national security. 

When the Park Service budgets for 

2003 were proposed, rangers were 
warned not to talk to the public about 
anything budget related. Rangers were 
warned that they should not even talk 
about the budget to friends or family 
because the order not to discuss it "came 
from very high up and some people have 
already lost their jobs for talking." 

Why such a fuss over publicly avail
able information? The administration 
fears the budget shortfalls will reflect 
unfavorably on the president and his 
promise to better fund the parks. 

So it does. But last I heard, gag orders 
had to be served through a court of law. 
And as far as I know, griping about work 
to your family and friends has never 
been a fireable offense. 

National Park Advocate 
Via e-mail 

I know firsthand the quality of National 
Park Service employees. My family visit
ed Wind Cave National Park a few years 
ago. My four-year-old became irritable 
while waiting in line to enter the cave, so 
she and I stayed behind while my hus
band and other children went on. 
Shortly afterward, my daughter briefly 
lost consciousness. A park employee 
came to our assistance immediately. We 
surmised that dehydration may have 
been a factor. Unfortunately, my wallet 
was in the car and the keys with my hus
band, who was in the cave. 

The employee bought my daughter a 
drink with her own money. She stayed 
with us in case we needed further assis
tance—fortunately my daughter was 
quickly rejuvenated—and later sought 
us out. I am still grateful for her vigi
lance, compassion, and professionalism. 

I oppose the Bush administration's 
proposed privatization of Park Service 
jobs. I am working hard to support Ohio 
Rep. Dennis Kucinich in the Demo
cratic primaries. He opposes privatiza
tion and has won honors from the Sierra 
Club and Friends of the Earth. 

Our national parks and the quality of 
the visitor experience cannot be for sale! 

Patricia Hutchinson-Day 
Binghamton, NY 

Republicans Care, Too 
Thank you for the reply to Elizabeth 
Berner's letter [September/ October 
2003]. Your comments correctly stated 
the environmental concerns of some 
Republican members of Congress and 
President Nixon's supportive involve
ment with some of the counry's land
mark conservation legislation, but I can't 
dispute most of Ms. Berner's points. 

Members of Republicans for Environ
mental Protection (REP) believe in con
serving and protecting our environment 
and national heritage and that it should 
not be a partisan issue. We are working 
hard to educate the public and elected 
officials—especially Republicans— 
about these needs. 

REP bases its positions and policies 
on logic and well-researched facts and is 
not influenced by any special interest 
group. REP frequently criticizes the 
Bush administration and other Repub
lican leaders when it believes they are 
wrong on environmental issues. 

I hope that our effort to re-educate (or 
replace) Republican leaders and turn 
them around on environmental issues 
will be appreciated by Americans of 
every political persuasion. 

Donald H. Walden, 
Addison, TX 

CLARIFICATION 

As the September/October issue went 
to press, congressional hearings had 
not been held on the administration's 
plan subjecting more than half of the 
jobs within the Park Service to privati
zation. But subsequently, under the 
leadership of Sen. Craig Thomas (R-
Wyo.), a hearing was held in the Sen
ate Subcommittee on National Parks. 
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Protecting Denali's Wolves 
I am concerned about the pictures fea
tured in the article about Denali's wolves 
[September/ October 2003]. Two pho
tos show visitors out of their vehicles 
photographing wolves at close range. Is 
this how you want to advertise safety (for 
both wolves and visitors) at Denali? 
Visitors of our national parks should be 
educated on how to view wildlife from a 
safe distance. 

Amanda Holder 
Rapid City, SD 

Heroism and Villainy 
The article on the economic benefits of 
national parks [May/June 2003] is right 
on target. While our national parks are 
primarily for the renewal of body and 
soul, protection of wildlife and open 
space, and preservation of our heritage, 
we must never forget that they pump 
more than $11 billion into local 
economies each year. This affects posi
tively the lives and well-being of people 
in those communities, as the writer 
clearly demonstrates in the case of 
Acadia National Park. 

This is precisely what we expect once 
the proposed Maine Woods National 
Park & Preserve is in place, as outlined 
in our advertisement in the same issue. 
The grim economic situation in north
ern Maine continues—mill closures, 
importating cheap labor, overcutting the 
forest at the expense of the future work
ers, and people driven away to find jobs. 

The new national park cannot solve 
all of northern Maine's economic woes, 
but it will assuredly contribute to a 
diverse, sustainable economy, as is well-
documented across the nation through 
decent jobs, attracting clean-service 
industries, and travel spending through
out the region as visitors come to explore 
this new national gem. 

We cite a recent study by Dr. Thomas 
Power, a national authority on park eco
nomics, which verifies that, over a 30-
year-period, counties around large na
tional parks had a job growth rate three 
times the national average and six times 
higher than the counties of northern 
Maine; real income growth was twice the 
national average and triple that of 
Maine's northern counties. 

Those of us serving on Americans for 
a Maine Woods National Park view this 
new park as a win-win project that serves 
the conservation and economic impera
tives confronting northern Maine. 

WillLaPage 
Holden, ME 

and 
Roxanne Quimby 

Winter Harbor, ME 

Robin Winks 
I was saddened to read of Robin Winks' 
death [September/October 2003]. He 
was a great guy. He was an academic, but 
not the stuffed shirt type. 

He was dean of Berkeley College 
while I was teaching at Yale. On his 
desktop (real, not electronic), there 
stood a small aerosol can of "Prof. 
Putznick's Original Smart A** Cure." If 
the rhetoric got too thick, he would 
assault all present with a spritz. Nothing 
but water, but effective, nonetheless. 

I still have the can in my studio. 
Henry Niese 

Glenelg, MD 

Bigger and Better 
I welcome the changes National Parks 
proposed [September/ October 2003]. I 
feel that the expanded scope will allow 
readers access to a broader variety of arti
cles and information related to our 
parks. Thanks for the insight. 

Gail M. Denkhaus 
Bandera, TX 

To see more letters on these and other topics, 
please visit our web site at www.npca.org. 

WRITE TO US 

Send mail to: Letters, National Parks, 
1300 19th St., N.W, Suite 300, 
Washington, DC 20036. Letters can 
also be e-mailed to npmag@npca.org. 

"YOU ARE HERE" 

This site was authorized in January 
1971 to preserve natural, historical, 
and recreational values for public use 
and enjoyment. 
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Comfort And 
Performance. 

Right Out 
Of The Box. 

Bean's Mountain Moc: $49. 
All-terrain Mountain Mocs deliver 
comfort and performance in an easy, 
pull-on style. Built with water-resistant 
suede uppers and cushiony EVA 
midsoles, they're perfect for all-day, 
outdoor adventures. Available for men 
and women. Order yours today. 

Shop online at llbean.com 
or call 1-800-230-9806 for a 

FREE Outdoors Catalog. 

Statement of Ownership, Management and 

Bimonthly Circulation of 

National Parks 

OWNER AND PUBLISHER: 

National Parks Conservation Association 
EDITOR IN CHIEF AND MANAGING EDITOR: 

Linda M. Rancourt 
HEADQUARTERS OF PUBLISHER AND PUBLICA
TION: 1300 19th St., N.W., Washington, 
DC, 20036 
STOCKHOLDERS, BONDHOLDERS, MORTGAGE, 
AND OTHER SECURITY HOLDERS: None . 

Nov/Dec 02 Single-issue 
through Filing dale 

Sep/Oct 03 Sep/Oct 03 

A. TOTAL COPIES 
PRINTED 

(net press run) 289,249 283,509 
B. PAID CIRCULATION 

1. Single-copy sales 684 87 
2. Mail subscriptions 268,718 263,461 

C. TOTAL PAID CIRC. 269,402 263,548 

D. EREE DISTRIBUTION 5,721 6,986 
E. TOTAL DISTRIBUTION 

(sum of C and D) 275,123 270,534 
F. COPIES NOT 

DISTRIBUTED 14,127 12,975 
G. TOTAL 

( s u m o f E & F ) 289,249 283,509 

8 I O V E M B E R / 0 E C E M B E R 2 0 0 3 

http://www.npca.org
mailto:npmag@npca.org
http://llbean.com


fwo ke&rtz goarihtf wifk fove 

Each piece is band-
cast for precise 
detailing of the 

intricate 
wing pattern 

"Soul Mates" 
Bathed in the warm light of a crackling fire, the 
young lovers need no words to express their 
innermost feelings. Today they were married in 
the tradition of their people. They are soul mates, 
and as they journey together through this life 
and beyond, their love will only grow stronger, 
following the path of the sacred eagle, which 
soars ever higher on outstretched wings. 

Artist Lee Bogle's spellbinding work of art 
is now realized on a shimmering crystalline 
collectible crafted in the shape of an eagle's wing. A 
faux turquoise accent, hand-tied leather, symbolic 
feathers and a wood-toned stand beautifully accent 
Mr. Bogle's imagery. The edition of "Soul Mates" is 
strictly limited, and demand is expected to be very 
strong. So, if you wish to obtain this fine collectible 
at the $3995 issue price, the time to act is now. 

Decorative Native 
American-inspired 
accent and symbolic 

feathers add a sense 
of authenticity to 

"Soul Mates" 

Crafted on unique, 
wing-shaped crystalline 
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ParkScooe 
N e w s a n d N o t e s 

BY RYAN D O U G H E R T Y 

P A R K R E S T O R A T I O N 

Park Service Sells 
Rocks From Alcatraz 
Proceeds will help to pay for the 

restoration of park buildings. 

G O L D E N G A T E N.R.A. , C A L I F . — 

Want a piece of "The Rock"? 
You're in luck. Chunks of concrete 

rubble from Alcatraz, the famous prison 
that lodged Al Capone and "The 
Birdman," are for sale. For nine dollars, 
visitors can own a piece of Alcatraz and 
help preserve the park site; proceeds 
from the sale will help cover a fraction of 
the costs of an $8.5 million restoration 
project for the island's aging buildings. 

News of the "Save the Rock" sale 
made headlines in America and even 
reached the front page of Japan Today. 
The web site that sells the rocks 
(www.savetherock.org) started receiving 
100,000 daily hits, showing the pro
gram's potential to raise money. By 
teaching visitors about park preserva
tion, the program also raises awareness. 

"This was very well received by visi
tors and the public," said Richard 
Weideman, chief of public affairs at 
Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 
which contains Alcatraz. "People contin
ue to be attracted to the mystery of 
Alcatraz—and they want to buy a piece 
of "The Rock" for themselves and to 
support the park." 

Park officials hope that the "Save the 
Rock" program will raise tens of thou
sands of dollars. An added benefit, said 

Weideman, is that the park would have 
had to spend thousands to remove the 
rubble from buildings under restoration, 
including the cell house. 

"We've encapsulated as much as we 
can on the island, but there's really no 
place to dump it," he said. "We looked 
for a creative way to not only get rid of 
the rubble but also teach visitors about 
the restoration project. The rocks come 
with a brochure that teaches the impor
tance of cultural resources and park pre
servation. We're providing visitors with 
an interpretive message." 

But others believe the park is sending 
the wrong message. Some Park Service 
staff worried that the program would 
cheapen the significance of the island's 
historic structures and set a dangerous 
precedent. 

"This was very tough for a lot of peo
ple," said Weideman. "Some felt that we 
shouldn't be selling a piece of history, 
that we'd be saying to people that it's all 
right to take a piece of a national park 
with you. But we feel strongly that the 
message is exactly the opposite. Not only 
are we removing rubble that we'd have to 
pay to get rid of, we're helping pay for 
the restoration of Alcatraz." 

Still, NPCA officials say that the pro
gram should not blur the big picture: the 
need for increased funding to the parks. 

"We appreciate this innovative ap
proach to helping fund the restoration 
project at Alcatraz," said Ron Tipon, 
NPCA's senior vice president of pro
grams, "but it does not replace the need 
for significant federal dollars for mainte
nance and operation of the site." 
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L E G I S L A T I O N 

Senate Fails to Halt 
Privatization Plan 
Administration's plan to study 

Park Service jobs goes forward. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—Underpres
sure from the administration, the Senate 
failed to delay the White House's plan to 
potentially privatize more than half of all 
National Park Service jobs. 

The Senates fiscal year 2004 De
partment of Interior spending bill, 
passed in late September, did not carry 
an amendment offered by Sen. Harry 
Reid (D-Nev.) that would have slowed 
by one year the administrations top-
down plan to privatize Park Service jobs. 

Earlier this year, the House passed a 
bill with bipartisan language to delay the 
administration's outsourcing plan until 
Congress had a better idea of its costs 
and consequences. 

"The Senate has yet to realize what a 
majority of the House already knows," 

said NPCA President Thomas C. 
Kiernan. "The administration's ap
proach to outsourcing jobs is flawed and 
deserves more careful consideration. 
Our national parks, the National Park 
Service, and the experiences of millions 
of visitors could suffer as a result." 

The administration had threatened to 
veto a bill containing language to stop 
outsourcing. The Senate approved a pri
vatization amendment sponsored by 
Sen. George Voinovich (R-Ohio) that 
simply calls for annual updates on how 
park privatization studies are going. 

In July, hearings were held before the 
Senate Subcommittee on National 
Parks—under the leadership of Sen. 
Craig Thomas (R-Wyo.)—on the plan 
to subject as many as 58 percent of the 
jobs in the Park Service to privatization. 
NPCA testified that, although outsourc
ing may be useful in some circumstances 
dictated by the needs and missions of 
specific parks, the White Houses plan is 
not in the best interest of the parks. 

NPCA has urged the administration 
to reassess its plan, fearing that the cur
rent plan would take jobs from dedicat
ed park employees, such as archaeolo

gists, museum curators, biologists, and 
maintenance workers, without consider
ing the systemic impact on individual 
parks or the National Park System— 
lessening the Park Service's institutional 
capacity, knowledge, and public service. 

Another concern is that the cost of 
studying whether to privatize jobs will 
divert money from cash-strapped park 
operating and maintenance budgets. 

NPCA hopes that the House-passed 
language to protect Park Service jobs gets 
into the final spending bill, once the dif
ferences between the House and Senate 
bills are ironed out in conference. 

"The battle is not over," said Kiernan. 
"There will be other opportunities to 
raise this issue in Congress and with the 
public." 

TCMHG Actio 

For more information and updates on the 
administration's outsourcing plan, or to 
learn about other threats facing national 
parks, visit NPCA's online Take Action 
center at www.npca.org/action. 

S M O O T H W A T E R S 

SOUTHERN CHARM 

A M E R I C A N 
C R U I S E L INES 

One Marine Park.Haddam, CT 06438 

800-814-6880 

8 Day. 7 N i ^ t Cruise 

Smooth inland waterways, springtime's 

explosive colors, historic mansions and 

plantations, glittering bays and moss-

draped oaks set the scene of American 

Cruise Lines' 7-Night Historic Antebellum 

South Cruise. Enjoy this unique itinerary 

aboard our brand new3i-stateroom 

American Glory, featuring by far the largest 

passenger spaces of any ship of its kind. 

With oversized staterooms including large, 

opening picture windows, beautiful glass 

enclosed lounges and personalized service, 

you will truly enjoy the best of the 

Antebellum South. 
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N P C A News and Notes 

NEWS IN BRIEF 
BIG CYPRESS N.P., Florida—A federal judge recently upheld restrictions on off-road 
vehicles (ORVs) in Big Cypress National Preserve. NPCA and other conservation 
groups hailed the decision of U.S. Magistrate Douglas Frazier, who ruled that ORVs— 
such as swamp buggies and all-terrain vehicles—had threatened habitat by carving 
thousands of miles of trails in the preserve. Frazier ruled that the Park Service's ORV 
management plan, approved in 2000, fairly balanced the park's intent to allow access 
to the preserve while limiting the effects on its natural resources. The plan followed 
more than two decades of unregulated ORV use by hunters, anglers, and recreational 
users. Among other restrictions, it required permits for ORV users and reduced the 
number of ORV entrances to the park from nearly 70 to 15. At NPCA's urging, the Park 
Service adopted the plan, but implementation slowed when hunting groups sued. 
Frazier's ruling has been sent to U.S. District Judge John Steele for a final decision. 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—More than two years after the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001, most of America's icon parks and monuments lack adequate security, according 
to a recent report from the Department of Interior's inspector general, Earl E. Devaney. 
The report criticizes the Park Service for "lackadaisical" security, the failure of some 
officials to realize potential threats, and insufficient staffing, adding that the agency 
has "failed to successfully adapt its mission and priorities to reflect its new security 
responsibilities." In published reports, officials from Interior agreed that not enough 
has been done to make icon parks more secure after the 2001 attacks, but they said 
progress is being made and that the Park Service is still learning how to best protect 
the parks. The report did not specify security holes at parks; rather, it highlighted gen
eral concerns existing at several icon parks such as the Statue of Liberty in New York 
and Washington Monument in the District of Columbia. Among the report's recom
mendations are to ensure minimum park staff levels, conduct security assessments of 
key parks every three years, and give all park staff security awareness training. 

ANNAPOLIS, Maryland—The Park Service recently announced 32 new grants that 
provide more than $1.3 million to support locally initiated projects at sites and water 
trails throughout the Chesapeake Bay's 64,000 square-mile watershed. The grants are 
meant to help Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network sites improve their ability to engage 
visitors in the Chesapeake story, provide more public access to the water, and involve 
people in bay conservation and restoration efforts. The Gateways Network is a system 
of more than 120 parks, refuges, historic ports, museums, trails, and water trails around 
the bay watershed. Each tells a part of the Chesapeake story. This year's grants will 
pay for projects such as adding new access points along New York's Chemung River 
Trail and a new exhibit at the Virginia Living Museum in Newport News. For more 
information on the Gateways Network, visit www.baygateways.net. 

GRAND CANYON N.P., Arizona—Bronze plaques with Bible verses that had been 
removed from Grand Canyon National Park after an inquiry from the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU) were recently returned to the park's Hermit's Rest, Lookout 
Studio, and Desert View areas. A Park Service spokesman said that the plaques were 
returned temporarily, until park officials receive further legal advice on whether the 
Bible verses can remain. The ACLU's National Capital Area chapter asked about the 
plaques after receiving a question from a tourist. The Evangelical Sisterhood of Mary 
put the plaques in the park more than 30 years ago. 

R E S O U R C E T H R E A T S 

Family Bulldozes 
Road on Parkland 
Justice Department expected to 

seek restitution for park damage. 

M C C A R T H Y , ALASKA—The U.S. 
Department of Justice may soon file a 
lawsuit against a group known as the 
Pilgrim family for bulldozing a 14-mile 
road in Wrangell-St. Elias National Park 
and Preserve. 

Described as a born-again religious 
family of 17 that lives off of the land, the 
Pilgrims bought about 400 acres inside 
the park from a miner in 2002. Soon 
after, park officials saw that the family 
had bulldozed a road leading from its 
homestead to the town of McCarthy 
and cleared surrounding parkland. 

The Park Service is surveying the 
damage to the park and will present its 
findings to the Department of Justice, 
which will then request a civil action to 
recoup property damages. At the heart 
of the Park Services case is the Pilgrim 
family's failure to get—or even ask for— 
state and federal permits needed to cre
ate road access. 

"We strongly encourage the Depart
ment of Justice to take the next step," 
said Jim Stratton, NPCA's Alaska region
al director. "There are hundreds of pri
vate land parcels in Alaska's national 
parks, and letting the Pilgrim family get 
away with this is a precedent we cannot 
afford to set." 

"There are many other inholders who 
would love road access to their proper
ties," agreed park superintendent Gary 
Candelaria, "but there is a legal process 
that must be followed." 

In an editorial published in the 
Anchorage Daily News, Candelaria said 
that public lands in the park were "being 
trampled" by the Pilgrim family. 

"They damaged public land for pri
vate interest," he said. "No one would 
condone someone blading an acre or 
two off the edge of Gettysburg.. .this act 
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in Wrangell-St Elias National Park and 
Preserve should bring similar outrage 
and legal consequences." 

The family's 62-year-old patriarch, 
who goes by the name "Pilgrim," said 
that the controversy surprised him. 

"We knew this land was in the middle 
of a national park," he told the 
Anchorage Daily News, "but that just 
meant to us that our neighbors would be 
few and far between." 

Defending its actions, the family has 
said that it did not bulldoze a new road, 
but rather cleared an old mining road. 
That brought into the mix an obscure 
federal law, R.S. 2477, recently resur
rected by the Interior Department, 
which opened the door to right-of-way 
claims on public lands [Park Scope, 
March/April 2003]. The family's claim, 
which has not yet been adjudicated, is 
irrelevant to the Justice Department's 
investigation, said Candelaria. 

"Even if the claim was listed as a right-
of-way," he said, "we would still have to 
approve activities taking place on park
land. They did not have permission." 

Above, a park ranger clears fallen branches on the White House lawn caused by 
Hurricane Isabel. The storm damaged more than 30 park units in the Southeast and 
Northeast. Among those hit hardest by the September hurricane were Cape Hatter as 
National Seashore, which suffered extensive flooding, and the George Washington 
Memorial Parkway, whose bike bridges sustained millions of dollars worth of damage. 
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N P C A News and N o t e s 

E X P A N D I N G T H E S T O R Y 

Fort Clatsop To Add 
Land, Broaden Story 
Officials work to expand park by 

Lewis and Clark bicentennial. 

F O R T C L A T S O P N . M . , O R E O . — 

Nearly 200 years after Lewis and Clark's 
expedition from the Missouri to the 
Pacific, park officials at Fort Clatsop 
National Memorial are working to 
expand the park unit and broaden its 
story of the explorers. 

Coinciding with the 2005 bicentenni
al of Lewis and Clark's arrival to the area, 
the Park Service is studying whether to 
add to the park unit three sites at which 
the explorers camped along the Wash
ington side of the Columbia River: the 
Megler Safety Rest Area (Clark's Dismal 

Nitch), part of Fort Canby State Park, 
and Station Camp. One alternative is to 
add those sites to the park and rename it 
Lewis and Clark National and State 
Historical Park. 

"The expansion could allow u\ to tell 
a broader story of Lewis and Clark," said 
site superintendent Chip Jenkins. "This 
place is about much more than what's 
inside the pickets of the fort." 

Because of additions to the park since 
it was established in 1958, when it con
sisted just of a replica of Fort Clatsop, 
changing the site's name is a feasible-
option, said Jenkins. "We now have sev
eral different elements telling the story of 
Lewis and Clark at the Pacific, and a 
name change could help us meet visitor 
expectations." 

Meeting the expectations of visitors 
will become more and more important 
to the site as visitation climbs during 
bicentennial events. Visitation has risen 
by 13 percent since 2001 and should 

surge through 2005, said Jenkins. 
At press time, the Park Service was 

finishing its study. The Secretary of 
Interior will send the preferred alterna
tive to Congress for approval. Park advo
cates are optimistic that it will be 
approved, in light of support from area 
legislators and the business community. 

"It is important for us to have nation
al recognition for the Lewis and Clark 
sites on the Washington side of the 
river," said Rep. Brian Baird (D-Wash.), 
who with Rep. David Wu (D-Oreg.) 
sponsored legislation to study the sites. 

Park staff also hope to complete a 
1,500-acre expansion on the Oregon 
side of the site by 2005. That expansion, 
authorized by President Bush in 2002, 
will include a five-mile, fort-to-sea trail 
and an off-site shuttle bus and parking 
system that will be shared with Clatsop 
County, "a community that has been 
looking to emphasize its historical and 
cultural importance," said Heather 

NATIONAL PARKS 
CORPORATE 

PARTNERSHIP 

At NPCA, we value our National Parks Corporate 

Partners, which demonstrate the role an 

engaged private sector can play in safeguarding 

our national parks. 

Archer Daniels Midland Company 
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The Coca-Cola Company 

Delaware North Companies, Inc. 

EMC Corporation 

Georgia-Pacific Corporation 

The Home Depot 

Pitney Bowes, Inc. 

Willkie Farr & Gallagher 

For more information, please contact Curt Withrow, 
director of corporate relations, at 

cwithrow@npca.org, or 800-628-7275 ext.156. 

C H E C K I T O U T ! 
National Parks' advertisers invite you to find out more about their destinations, products, 

and services. Check out their web site or call them at the number listed below. For additional 
information, please return the reader service card or log on to www.npca.org! 

Alpine Adventure Tours 
888-4784004 

www.swisshiking.com 

American Cruise Lines 
800-814-6880 

www.americancruiselines.com 

Been There, Inc. 
866-885-1666 

www.mytravels.com 
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877-268-6638 

Brewster County Tourism 
877-BIG-BEND 

www.visitbigbend.com 
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800-926-1042 
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Waynesville, NC (Smokies) 

800-334-9036 
www.smokeymountains.net/np 

McAllen Chamber of Commerce 
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www.mcallencvb.com 

New Brunswick, Canada 
800-561-0123 
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www.parksheadquarters.com 

Sea Web 
Dave Bard @ 202483-9570 

www.lessthanone.org 

Sierra Trading Post 
800-7134534 

www.sierratradingpost.com 

Smithsonian Books 
800-7824612 

www.sipress.si.edu 

Smoky Mtn. Visitors Bureau 
800-525-6834 

www.smokymountains.org 
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800-992-2966 

www.technoscout.com 
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Weiner, NPCA's Northwest regional 
director. 

"It's part of why people around the 
park are so excited about the expansion." 

The Bush administration recently 

provided money for the 
Oregon land acquisition, 
and Oregon Sens. Ron 
Wyden (D) and Gordon 
Smith (R) included $1.25 
million in the Senate's 
Interior spending bill. Still, 
the park will need more 
money to expand in time 
for bicentennial events. 

The expansion would 
require formal cooperation 
among Washington and 
Oregon state parks and the 
federal government, which 
is fitting when viewed in 
the larger context of Lewis 
and Clark's journey, said 
Weiner. 

"Their story is not only 
a critical part of national 

history, but also the foundation of the 
states' history." 

The draft expansion study and bicen
tennial information can be found on the 
park's web site at www.nps.gov/focl. 

NPCA Noted 

Everglades Coal i t ion 
In January, NPCA will host the 
Everglades Coalition conference 
in Miami Beach, Florida, to dis
cuss critical issues related to the 
Everglades. The four-day event, 
"Everglades Restoration: 
Providing Leadership, Renewing 
the Partnership," will focus on 
implementing the ambitious 
restoration plan for the 
Everglades and achieving the 
goals of the Everglades Coalition, 
an umbrella organization formed 
to provide a unified voice and 
vision on issues affecting the 
Everglades ecosystem. Elected 
officials, environmental groups, 
nonprofits, and federal and state 
agencies will attend. 

—JenellTalley 

Assist in the protection of our national treasures for future generations 

by including NPCA in your will or trust. 

Create a legacy that will last beyond your lifetime with a planned 
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www.npca.org/giftplanning, or return the form below. 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
1300 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
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http://www.npca.org/giftplanning


NPCA News and Notes 

P A R K S C I E N C E 

Yellowstone Geyser 
Puzzles Scientists 
Experts study Steamboat geyser 

after series of eruptions. 

Y E L L O W S T O N E N . P . , W Y O . — 

Call it Yellowstone's unfaithful geyser. 
Steamboat geyser has erupted five 

times since May 2000, shooting scalding 
water and rock as high as 300 feet into 
the air, and roaring 24 hours afterward. 
But Steamboat has not always been that 
dynamic; before the recent events, it had 
not erupted since 1991, and it has gone 
50 years between known eruptions. 

Although park officials are unsure of 
what is happening at Steamboat, they 
note that the region around the Norris 
basin has risen about five inches in the 
past few years, and that water tempera
tures there increased before an April 

2002 eruption. Water flows have 
increased as well, possibly exerting pres
sure on Steamboat, and steam vents and 
springs have multiplied. These and some 
other shifts to the Norris basins under
ground plumbing help to explain why 
Steamboat seems to have awakened. 

Further complicating matters is that 
park officials are not sure that Steamboat 
is, in fact, becoming more active. They 
wonder if scientists are just keeping a 
closer eye on it. 

"That's the million-dollar question," 
said park geologist Hank Heasler. "It has 
been more active than anyone has 
noticed before, but is that just because 
we're looking now—or because some
thing is abnormal? We are not sure, but 
we can see things better than ever." 

Among the ways the park keeps tabs 
on Steamboat is the monitoring equip
ment recently installed in the basin, 
which tests water flow levels, tempera
ture, and even the smallest movements 
of earth. Satellite imaging and climate 
data will extract more clues, along with 
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www.npca.org/giftplanning, or return the form below. 
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1300 19th Street, NW, Washington, OC 20036 
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Name 

Address 
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global positioning receivers and seismo
graphs. The equipment will give scien
tists hard facts about the geyser's activity, 
so that they can rely on more than just 
eyewitness accounts of eruptions. 

"We're getting an internal x-ray of the 
geyser basin that we have never had here 
before," said Heasler. "This is an effort 
to help scientists understand what's 
going on, but it will also help [the Park 
Service] understand the region and en
sure its health and visitor safety." 

The monitoring is providing more 
and better data of the geyser than the 
park has ever had, said Heasler, but it 
could be years before it produces scien
tific answers. 

"Let's say the story of the Norris basin 
is a seven-volume Harry Potter series," 
said Heasler. "We're probably getting in
to the first paragraph of the first book. 
We're finding some fascinating things, 
and along the way, we'll get some impor
tant answers. But right now we're in the 
creative, not scientific, stage." 

Earthly fireworks are nothing new in 

the Norris basin, where scientists have 
recorded yearly disturbances for decades. 
The difference of late, said Heasler, is 
that disturbances are happening in areas 
of high visitor foot traffic. That became 
a problem recently when scalding water 
and steam emissions caused the closure 
in the back of the Norris basin. 

"We felt it was unsafe for visitors to 
walk on the trails there," said Heasler. 
"We are looking at moving some of the 
trail system and building more board
walks, so that we can reopen the area." 

Although eruptions in March and 
April of this year had no witnesses, park 
staff vividly recall eyewitness reports 
from a May 2000 eruption. Two people 
saw the geyser blow its top and scam
pered away, said Heasler. 

"They gave us some very colorful 
descriptions of what it was like," he said. 
"They said the ground was shaking and 
rumbling, and water was flowing into 
the parking lot. They didn't know if that 
was normal, or if something pretty big 
was about to happen in Yellowstone." 

WlkNotc* 
BENEFIT HONORS NPCA 
On November 6, renown photog
rapher Art Wolfe and NPCA will 
give a multi-media presentation 
based on Wolfe's new book. Edge 
of the Earth, Corner of the Sky to 
benefit NPCA's work to protect 
national parks of the Northwest. 
The presentation will showcase 
deserts, oceans, and polar regions 
featured in the book. The event 
will take place at Meany Hall, 
University of Washington, in 
Seattle. Tickets are $18 tickets and 
may be purchased at the door. 
Members are encouraged to 
attend. The show will honor 
NPCA's 84 years of successful 
work establishing and protecting 
national parks. A portion of ticket 
sales will benefit NPCA. 

—Jenell Talley 

Together we can keep our national parks 
just as they are. We need your help now-
as an NPCA Trustee for the Parks. 

Please call 1-800-628-7275, ext 219, 
or send your tax-deductible contribution 
of $1000 or more along with your name, 

address, phone, and email, to NPCA, 
Trustees for the Parks, 1300 19th St., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

T O G E T H E R , W E C A N M A K E N O D I F F E R E N C E . 



NPCA News and N o t e s 

NPCA Noted 
W A T E R R I G H T S 

Stewardship Conference 
The Park Service and six other 
federal land managers, including 
the U.S. Forest Service and the 
Bureau of Land Management, will 
convene the first-ever Joint 
Ventures: Partners in Stewardship 
conference this November. The 
goal of the conference is to bring 
federal agencies, local govern
ments, businesses, and nonprofit 
organizations together to discuss 
the importance of protecting and 
preserving public lands, natural 
resources, and historic places. The 
agencies will discuss changing 
demographics, environmental fac
tors, economics, and community 
values and attempt to establish a 
connection between people and 
historic land. NPCA will conduct 
seminars on increasing public 
involvement in the protection of 
public lands. 

World Parks Congress 
Delegates from around the world 
met in Durban, South Africa last 
September at the fifth World Parks 
Congress to discuss challenges 
and threats facing national parks. 
The theme of the Congress, which 
convenes once every decade, was 
"Benefit Beyond Boundaries." 
Event participants discussed the 
benefits that protected areas offer 
the global community, particularly 
people proximate to such areas. 
NPCA President Tom Kiernan pre
sented its business plan method
ology as a formidable tool for bet
ter management and fundraising 
opportunities to the international 
conservation community. Partici
pants also addressed how land 
managers can find synergies be
tween protecting parks globally 
and alleviating poverty in devel
oping countries. 

—Jenell Talley 

Water Deal Would 
Harm Black Canyon 
Interior Department agreement 

would divert park's water. 

GUNNISON, COLO.—Under a contro
versial agreement reached by the 
Department of Interior and the state of 
Colotado, Black Canyon of the 
Gunnison National Park will receive 
crucial spring water flows only if no 
other state entities need them. 

Critics say that the plan is an unprece
dented giveaway of federal water that 
jeopardizes the canyon, and lawyers for 
five citizens' groups, including Trout 
Unlimited and The Wilderness Society, 
recently filed a lawsuit seeking greater 
water flows for the park, claiming that 
the agreement is illegal. They assert that 
diverting the park's Gunnison River 
water for other uses will not 
leave enough water to cleanse 
the canyon ot to protect its fish 
and wildlife. 

"The federal government has 
shirked its legal obligation to 
preserve the natural resources of 
the park," said Drew Peternell, 
attorney with Trout Unlimited. 
"You can't preserve [the park] 
without protecting the river at 
its heart." 

By signing the agreement, 
the Department of Interior 
backed off of a 2001 request by 
the previous administration to 
increase water flows through 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison, 
which had just been redesignat
ed a national park. Interior offi
cials say the earlier request 
would have entailed massive 
flow levels that could have led 
to shortages for farmers, power 
producers, and townspeople. 

"This combination of federal 
right and state right provides 
excellent protection for the 

park," said Deputy Park Service Director 
Randy Jones. 

Critics of the agreement, however, say 
that water flows that belong to the park 
could go instead to satisfy urban sprawl 
in places like Denver, about 250 miles to 
the northeast of the park, and that water 
will go to state interests that made water 
claims after the park reserved its rights. 
The possibility of Interior reaching such 
an agreement led NPCA to list Black 
Canyon of the Gunnison on its mid
term assessment of the Bush administra
tion, caused American Rivers to name 
the Gunnison one of America's most 
endangered rivers, and angered rafters 
and anglers who depend on a healthy 
canyon. 

"In a natural system, the Gunnison 
River would rage through the canyon in 
the spring, clearing out silt and non-
native or overpopulated plants, and cre
ating important habitat for trout," said 
Bart Miller, an attorney and Water 
Program Director for Western Resource 
Advocates. "Under the federal proposal, 

Water flows that helped shape Black Canyon could be 

diverted from the park to satisfy other state needs. 
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the natural spring peak flows crucial to 
the canyons ecology would be lost." 

The Interior Department agreement 
is the latest twist in a 25-year process to 
clarify the park's water rights. In 1978, a 
Colorado water court granted water 
rights to Black Canyon of the Gunnison, 
then a national monument; the rights 
dated to its designation in 1933. The 
court did not specify how much water 
flow the park needed, but it stressed the 
need to protect "the scenic, aesthetic, 
natural, and historical objects of the 
monument and its wildlife." Black 
Canyon is known for its narrow opening 
and jagged walls—shaped by centuries 
of flow from the Gunnison River—and 
a depth of more than 2,000 feet. 

Ever since its designation as a monu
ment, the Park Service has been tasked 
with protecting "the roar of the river." 
Under this new agreement, critics say, it 
may no longer be able to. 

"Reducing the water right takes the 
heart out of the park," said Charles 
Gauvin, president of Trout Unlimited. 
"It will be devastating." 

TEXAS 

HLitoric TF D DD m D Tj" © 

One hundred years ago, in an effort to 

protect and preserve a remarkable cave 

system, President Theodore Roosevelt 

made history by establishing Wind Cave 

National Park. The cave was the first in 

the world to be designated a national 

park. It later became known for reintro

ducing bison, pronghorn antelope, and 

elk, and protecting a significant prairie 

ecosystem. Since January 9, the anniver

sary of the 1903 designation, the park has 

celebrated the centennial, organizing 

activities such as a reunion for employ

ees and displaying a Wind Cave history 

timeline in the park's visitor center. In 

December, the park will hold its annual 

holiday open house, patterned after the 

same event from 1903. For more informa

tion, visit www.nps.gov/wica, or call 605-

745-4600. 

SWISS ALPS 

Texas Tropics 
Nature Festival 

March 25-28, 2004 
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Plan the 
Dream Yrip 

DREAMING OF TROPICAL WATERS, 

rare birds, or world-renowned vistas? The 

national parks may provide just the 

destination spot for you. Whether you are 

planning a once-in-a-lifetime trip or your 

annual family get-away, the national parks 

are a perfect option. 

Dry Tortugas National Park off Florida has 

one of the largest and healthiest reef sys

tems in North America; Big Bend National 

Park in Texas harbors more than 450 species of birds; and Grand Canyon National Park 

offers one of the most awe-inspiring vistas in the country. 

Each of the 388 national park units is a unique and significant 

part of America's heritage. So get ready to transform that 

dream into reality. 

In this issue of National 

Parks, we provide a guide to 

some of the best places in 

the National Park System to go birding, snorkeling, and 

hiking as well as a variety of other outdoor activities. In 

addition, the guide contains information on what to 

bring along on your vacation, how to make reservations, 

what to do with your pets, and how to practice the prin

ciples of leaving no trace, so those who visit the parks 

after you can enjoy them just as you have. 
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PARK 

Big Bend, 
Tens 

Catoctin 
Mountains. 
Maryland 

Dry Tortugas. 
Florida 

Everglades, 
Florida 

Fort Bowie, 
Arizona 

Gateway. 
New York 

Grand Teton. 
Wyoming 

Organ Pipe. 
Arizona 

Padre Island, 
Texas 

Point Reyes, 
California 

Saguaro, 
Arizona 

Santa Monica 
Mountains. 
California 

PARK 
WEB SITE/PHONE ACCOMMODATIONS 

•(432) 477-2251 
www.nps.gov/bibe/ 

•(301)663-9388 
• www.nps.gov/cato 

•(305)242-7700 
• www.nps.gov/drto 

• (305) 242-7700 
• www.nps.gov/ever 

•(520)847-2500 
• www.nps.gov/tobo 

•(718)763-2202 
• www.nps.gov/gate 

• (307) 739-3594 
• www.nps.gov/grte 

• (520) 387-6849 
• www.nps.gov/orpi 

•(361)949-8068 
• www.nps.gov/pais 

•(415)464-5100 
•www.nps.gov/pore 

•(520)733-5153 
• www.nps.gov/sagu 

• (805) 370-2301 
• www.nps.gov/samo 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• Lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• Lodge 

• All camping closed 
until further notice 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
•Lodge 

• No camping 

• Camping only for 
education groups 

• No primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• Lodges 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• No lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• No lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• No car camping 
• No RVs 
• Hostel lodging 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
• No lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
•No lodge 

PARKING/SHUTTLES SERVICES 

• Free parking 
• Paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• No paid shuttles 

• No parking; the park 
can only be reached by 
ferry or sea plane 

• Free parking 
• No shuttles 

• Free parking 
• No paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• No paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• Paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• No paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• No paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• Paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• No paid shuttles 

• Free parking 
• Paid shuttles 

• Dining at lodges 
• Groceries 
• Laundry 

• Restaurant (in winter) 
• Groceries 

• Restaurants 
• Groceries 
• Laundry 

ORGANIZED TOURS BEST SEASONS 

• Ranger-led tours 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Self-guided tours 
• No commerical tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Self-guided tours 
• No commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial bus and 
boat tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commerical tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commerical tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commerical tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Self-guided tours 
• No commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Self-guided tours 
• No commercial tours 

•Spring 
•Fall 

• Spring 
•Summer 

• Spring 
•Summer 

• Spring 
• Summer 

• Spring 
•Winter 

• Spring 
• Summer 
• Fall 

•Summer 

•Fall 
• Winter 
• Early Spring 

• Spring 
•Winter 

• Spring 
•Summer 
•Fall 

•Spring 
•Winter 

• Spring 
•Summer 

OUTSIDE PARK 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

•(800)561-3735 
• www.nps.gov/bibe/ 
outside.htm 

•(800)999-3613 
• www.fredericktourism. 
org/ 

• (800) ASK-KEYS 
• fla-keys.com/keywest/ 
index.htm 

• (305) 755-7800 
• www.co.miami-
dade.fi. us/parks/ 
home htm 

•(520)432-5421 
• amdest.com/az/ 
bisbee/queenmine.html 

• (800) NYC-VISIT 
• www.nycvisit.com/ 
content/index.cfm?pageP 
key=1 

• (307) 733-5681 
• www.jacksonhole 
chamber.com/ 

• (520) 387-7742 
•www.ajoinaz.com/ 

• (800) SOPADRE 
• www.sopadre.com/ 

•(415)464-5100 
• www.nps.gov/pore/ 
visit_services.htm 

•(520)622-1080 
•www. 
friendsofsaguaro.org 

•(213)689-8822 
• www.lacvb.com/ 
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Canoeing, Kayaking, Ratting 

PARK 

Biscayne, 
Florida 

Canyonlands. 
Utah 

Cape Cod, 

Cape Hatteras. 
North Carolina 

Crater Lake. 
Oregon 

Everglades. 
Florida 

Glacier Bay. 
Alaska 

Grand Canyon. 
Arizona 

Grand Teton. 
Wyoming 

Kenai Fjords, 

Lake Clark. 
Alaska 

Pictured Rocks 
Michigan 

WEB SITE/PHONE 

• (305) 230-7275 
• www.nps.gov/bisc/ 

•(435)719-2313 
• www.nps.gov/cany 

• (508) 255-3421 
• www.nps.gov/caco 

•(252)473-2111 
• www.nps.gov/caha/ 

•(541)594-3100 
• www.nps.gov/crla/ 

• (305) 242-7700 
• www.nps.gov/ever 

• (907) 697-2230 
• www.nps.gov/glba/ 

•www.nps.gov/grca/ 

• (307) 739-3594 
• www.nps.gov/grte 

•(907)224-2132 
•www.nps.gov/kefj/ 

•(907)271-3751 
• www.nps.gov/lacl 

• (906) 386-2251 
• www.nps.gov/piro/ 

PARK 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
• No lodge 

• No primitive camping 
•Tent camping 
• No RVs 
• No lodge 

• No camping services 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• No lodging 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
• Lodging 

• Primitive camping 
•Tent camping 
•RVs 
• Lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
• Lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• Lodges 

• No primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• RVs 
• Lodges 

• Summer camp sites 
• Cabins 

• Tent camping (with 
permit) 
• No RVs 
• No lodging 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
•No lodging 

PARKING/SHUTTLES 

• Free parking 
• Boats 

• Free parking 
• 'Jo shuttles 

• Free parking 

• Free parking 
• Toll Ferny Service 

• Free parking 
• No shuttles 

• Free parking 

• Ferries only 

• Free parking 
• Free shuttles 

• Free parking 
• Paid shuttles 

• Bus services available 
• Ferry 

•Air taxi 

• Free parking 
• Paid shuttles 

SERVICES 

• Restaurant 
• Groceries 

• Restaurant (in winter) 
• Groceries 

• Restaurant 

• Restaurant 
• Groceries 
• Banking 

• Restaurant 
• Groceries 
• Laundry 

ORGANIZED TOURS 

• Ranger boat trips 
• Glass bottom boat tour 
• Snorkeling & dive trips 

• Guided rafting trips 
• Ranger-led activities 

• Bus services available 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial bus and 
boat tours 

• Guided kayak 
adventures 
• Guided sport fishing 
• Tour boat 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial guides 
• Boat tours 

• Self-guided tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

BEST SEASONS 

• Year round 

• Summer 

• Summer 
•Fall 

• Spring 
• Summer 

• Summer 
• Fall 

• Spring 
• Summer 

•Summer 

• Spring 
•fall 

• Summer 

• Summer 

•Summer 

• Spring 
• Fall 

OUTSIDE PARK 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

• (904) 488-9872 
• www.nps.gov/bisc/ 
visit/area.htm 

• www.nps.gov/cany/ 
lodging.htm 

• www.capecodchamber. 
org 

(800) 446-6262 
www.nps.gov/caha/ 
pphtml/links.html 

•(541)482-3486 
• www.nps.gov/crla/ 
brochures/local.htm 

• (305) 755-7800 
• www.co.miami-
dade.fl.us/parks/ 
home.htm 

• www.nps.gov/glba/ 
InDepth/visit/services. 
htm 

• www.grandcanyon 
chamber.org/ 

• (307) 733-5681 
• www.jacksonhole 
chamber com/ 

•(907)271-2737 
• www.nps.gov/kefj/ 
contact%20us.htm 

• www.nps.gov/lacl/ 
pphtml/links.html 

• (906) 387-3700 
• www.nps.gov/piro/ 
pphtml/links.html 
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Fishing 

PARK 

Biscayne. 
Florida 

Everglades, 
Florida 

Glacier Bay, 
Alaska 

Great Smoky 
Mountains, 
Tennessee. 
North Carolina 

Katmai. 
Alaska 

Kenai Fjords. 
Alaska 

Rocky 
Mountain, 
Colorado 

Shenandoah. 
Virginia 

Voyageurs, 
Minnesota 

Yellowstone, 
Wyoming. 
Montana, Idaho 

WEB SITE/PHONE 

• (305) 230-7275 
• www.nps.gov/bisc/ 

• (305) 242-7700 
• www.nps.gov/ever 

• (907) 697-2230 
• www.nps.gov/glba/ 

•(865)436-1200 
• www.nps.gov/grsm 

• (907) 246-3305 
• http://www.nps.katm 

•(907)224-2132* 
www.nps.gov/ke1j/ 

•(970)586-1206 
• www.nps.gov/romo/ 

• (540) 999-3500 
• www.nps.gov/shen/ 

•(218)283-9821 
• www.nps.gov/voya/ 

• (307) 344-7381 
• www.nps.gov/yell 

PARK 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
•No lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• RVs 
• Lodge 

•Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
• Lodge 

• Tent camping 
• Primitive camping 
• Lodge 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVS 
• Lodges 

•Summer camp 
sites/cabins 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• RVs 
• No lodge 

• Primitive camping 
•Tent camping 
•RVs 
• Lodge 

• Tent camping 
•Lodge 

• Primitive camping 
•Tent camping 
•RVs 
• Lodges 

PARKING SHUTTLES 

• Free parking 
• Boats 

• Free parking 
• No Shuttles 

• Ferries only 

• Free parking 
• No shuttles 

• No highways 
• Accessible by float 
plane or boat 

• Bus services available 
• Ferry 

• Free parking 
• Shuttles (lees may 
apply) 

• Free parking 
• No shuttles 

• Free parking 
• No shuttles 

• No shuttles 
• Free parking 

SERVICES 

• None 

• Dining at lodges 
(in winter) 
• Groceries 

• Dining at lodge 

• Dining at lodge 

• Dining at lodge 

• None 

• Restaurant 

• Dining at lodge 
• Groceries 
• Laundry 

• Dining at lodge 
• Restaurants 
• Groceries 
• Laundry 

• Dining at lodge 
- i-nn:eries 

ORGANIZED TOURS 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Glass bottom boat tour 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• (.iinrnerical tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial lours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commerical tours 
(horseback riding) 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commerical tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial tours 
Iboat lours) 

• Ranger-led activities 

• Ranger-led activities 
• Commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 

• Ranger-led tours 
•Photo tours 

BEST SEASONS 

• All year round 

• All year round 

• Summer 

•Fall 
•Winter 

• Summer 

• Summer 

• Summer 

• Spring 
•Fall 

•Summer 
• Winter 

• Late spring 
• Summer 
•Early tall 

OUTSIDE PARK 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

• (904) 488-9872 
• www.nps.gov/bisc/ 
visit/area.hlm 

• (305) 755-7800 
• www.co.miami-
dade.fl. us/parks/ 
home him 

• www.nps.gov/glba/ 
InDepth/visit/services. 
htm 

•(800)251-9100 
• mypigeonforge.com 
• greatsmokies.com 

None available 

•(907)271-2737 
• www.nps.gov/kefj/ 
contact7o20us.htm 

• www.estesparkresort. 
com/ 

•(540)740-3132 
•www svta.org 

• (800) 950-2061 
• .-..v..' ashriver.com 

• 1406)646-7701 
• (307) 587-9595 
• www.nps.gov/yell/ 
pphlml links html 

Waiting Reservations 
Millions of people visit the national parks each year, and many 

choose to pitch a tent to enjoy a family vacation beneath the stars. 
Many park sites require reservations, and the Park Service has made this 
exercise easy by including a section on its web site for just this purpose. 

Campers can reserve a site by going to www.nps.gov, selecting a 
park, and then selecting the reservation 
option or by going directly to www.ameri-
canparknetwork.com/reserve. 

For visitors seeking more substantial 
walls between themselves and the great out
doors, many parks, especially the larger 
ones, offer a range of lodging options. 
Private businesses run and maintain the 
lodges within the national parks and not one 
phone number or web site is available for 
making reservations in all of the parks, 
although www. reservationservices2.com, 
or toll free 1-877-272-7698, does list a fair
ly comprehensive number. This service, however, charges a 12 percent 
reservation fee. 

If you want to contact the concession services directly, the larger 
ones include Delaware North Companies Parks and Resorts, which 
oversees lodging at Sequoia and Yosemite (www.delawarenorth.com, 
559-252-4848); Forever Resorts, which handles lodges in Badlands, 

Isle Royale, and outside of Rocky Mountain national parks (www. 
foreverresorts.com or phone 800-255-5561); Guest Services Inc., 
which handles lodging at Mount Rainier National Park in Washington 
(www.guestservices.com or 360-569-2400); and Xanterra Parks and 
Resorts, which oversees lodging at many western parks, including 

Yellowstone and Grand Canyon, as well as 
the Flamingo Lodge in Everglades National 
Park (www.xanterra. com or 303-338-
6000). These concession services run resorts 
and lodging in state parks as well. Many 
online services are available to browse for 
park lodges, including www.travelhero.com. 

For help planning your trip by activity, 
try NPCA's park finder at www.npca.org. 
Go to the "explore the parks" option, then 
take a virtual visit. 

NPCA also offers a variety of planned 
trips through its ParkScapes program. Among 

the highlights this year is a spring hike through Big Bend National Park in 
Texas during the desert bloom in April and an antebellum adventure 
aboard the luxury train American Orient Express, which will be traveling 
from Washington, D.C., to New Orleans in March. Call 1-800-628-7275 
or go to www.npca.org and click on "explore the parks" and then choose 
travel the parks with NPCA. 
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SnorKeling/Scuba 

PARK 

Biscayne, 
Florida 

Buck Island 
Reel. Virgin 
Islands 

Channel 
Islands. 
California 

Dry Tortugas. 
Florida 

Gulf Islands. 
Florida 

National Park 
of American 
Samoa 

Redwood. 
California 

Virgin Islands. 
V.I. 

War in the 
Pacific 

WEB SITE/PHONE 

• (305) 230-7275 
• www.nps.gov/bisc/ 

•(340)773-1460 
• www.nps.gov/buis 

• (805) 658-5730 
• www.nps.gov/chis/ 

• (305) 242-7700 
• www.nps.gov/drto 

• (850) 934-2600 
• www nps.gov gins 

• (684) 633-7082 
• www.nps.gov/npsa 

•(707)464-6101 
• www.nps.gov/redw/ 

• (340) 776-6201 
• www.nps.gov/viis/ 

•(671)472-7240 
•www.nps.gov/wapa 

PARK 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

• Primitive camping 
• Tenf camping 
• No RVs 
• No lodge 

• No camping 
• No RVs 

• Primitive camping 
• No RVs 
• No lodge 

• All camping closed until 
further notice 

• No primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
•RVs 
• No lodge 

• No primitive camping 
• No tent camping 
• No RVs 

• Primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• RVs 
• Hostel/Lodge 

• No primitive camping 
• Tent camping 
• No RVs 
•Lodge 

• No facilities; park 
sustained damage during 
a typhoon 

PARKING/SHUTTLES SERVICES ORGANIZED TOURS 

• Free parking 
• Boats 

• Accessible by boat 

• Accessible by 
concession-run boat 

• No parking; the park 
can only be reached by 
terry or sea plane 

• Paid parking 

• Limited parking 
• Local bus and taxi 
service 

• Paid Parking 
• Greyhound bus service 
• No shuttle 

• Limited free parking 
• Safari Buses 
• Ferries 

• No shuttle 

• Restaurant 

• Ranger boat trips 
• Glass bottom boat tour 
• Snorkeling & dive trips 

• Self-guided tours 
• Underwater trail 
• No commercial tours 

•Ranger-led tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

• No commercial tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

• Safari Bus Tour 
• Charter Sail Trips 
• Snorkeling Tours 

• Ranger-led activities 
• No commercial tours 

BEST SEASONS 

• Year round 

• Year round 

•Summer 

• Spring 
• Summer 
• Winter 

• Spring 
• Summer 

• Year round 

• Summer 

• Spring 
• Winter 
•Fall 

• Year round 

OUTSIDE PARK 
ACCOMMODATIONS 

• (904) 488-9872 
• www.nps.gov/bisc/ 
visit area htm 

• www.gotostcroix. 
com 

• (805) 676-7500 
• www.ventura-
chamber org visitor htm 

• (800) ASK-KEYS 
• lla-keys.com/keywest/ 
index htm 

•(800)874-1234 
• www.visitpensacola. 
com/ 

• pacificislandtravel. 
com 

• www.klamathcc.org/ 

• (340) 779-4940 
• www.friendsvinp.org/ 

•(671)646-5278 
•www.visitguam.org 

Traveling Wil l i Pels 
It is always fun to include the family pet on vacations, but when 

visiting a national park for a camping trip or even a single-day hike it's 
best to leave the pets at home. 

"I wouldn't tell people to never bring a pet to a national park, but 
they should be prepared to be flexible when they arrive," said Ranger 
Carver of Dog Canyon Ranger Station at Guadalupe Mountains 
National Park, in southwest Texas. A ranger for more than 20 years and 
a pet owner himself, Carver said that it is important for park visitors to 
review the rules beforehand. 

In all national parks, pets of all kinds are restricted to areas where 
park visitors can legally drive a car. "You can't take pets into the back-
country for camping, and you can't take pets along on hiking trails, 
even if they are on a leash," Carver said. Pets, in the designated areas, 
are either to be on a leash or in a cage at all times, and on their best 
behavior so they don't scare away native wildlife. 

Safety is one important reason for restricting pet activity. "If pets 
are allowed to roam into the woods, they could make a predator angry 
and then lead that predator back to the campsite," Carver said. Minor 
indiscretions, such as leaving out pet food, could also attract unwanted 
animals into a camp. 

Leaving pets unattended is also dangerous. For example, the tem
perature in a vehicle—even with its windows opened slightly—could 
reach 130 degrees in the sun. Leaving an animal on a leash attached to 
a motor home or a tree can be equally hazardous because "when they 
come back three hours later, all the owner may have is a leash," Carver 
said. "Park visitors get upset when they lose a pet to a predator, but they 
need to remember that the wild animals were here first." 

Violating pet laws within a national park can result in a fine, 
although Carver said many rangers offer a reminder before issuing a 
ticket. Only in extreme cases are park visitors asked to leave. Often 
times, rangers can offer advice on the best way to comply with regula
tions. 

"A lot of parks have kennels, and many parks have hotels nearby 
that will accept pets, so it might be better to leave the pet in an air-con
ditioned room and enjoy your day at the park without them," he said. 

Abiding by the rules is not only practical for you but also a com
mon courtesy for all park goers. 

"You may want to take your pet on a hike, but keep in mind if 
you come across a herd of deer, those deer are going to see your dog as 
a threat, and they are going run away so the people hiking behind you 
won't get to enjoy that same experience," Carver said. 

24 N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 3 

http://www.nps.gov/bisc/
http://www.nps.gov/buis
http://www.nps.gov/chis/
http://www.nps.gov/drto
http://nps.gov
http://�
http://www.nps.gov/npsa
http://www.nps.gov/redw/
http://www.nps.gov/viis/
http://�www.nps.gov/wapa
http://www.nps.gov/bisc/
http://www.gotostcroix
http://www.ventura
http://lla-keys.com/keywest/
http://www.visitpensacola
http://www.klamathcc.org/
http://www.friendsvinp.org/
http://�www.visitguam.org


Family Friendly 
It's never too soon to get a child interested in the outdoors; the 

trick is finding age-appropriate activities to make the most of the expe

rience. At nearly all of the 388 national parks and monuments across 

the country, families can choose from a number of activities for chil

dren of all ages. 

Junior Ranger programs are 

one of the best ways to get chil

dren and adults involved in the 

park experience. Children are 

given a booklet that includes 

basic hands-on park activities 

and outdoor-related questions 

that often require the help of a 

parent to complete. Once the booklets are completed, the child 

receives a certificate or badge to celebrate the accomplishment. 

Children can also use national parks passport booklets to keep 

track of which parks they have visited. When a child visits a park, he or 

she can get the passport stamped with a date and time stamp. The park 

passports are available in park stores and visitor centers for less than $5. 

"I've seen young kids with dozens of stamps in their booklets," 

said Ranger Mike McClain of Mount Rainier National Park in 

Washington. Other activities for families include guided nature walks, 

videos highlighting the natural and cultural history of the park, and 

puppet shows for younger children. 

"Adults are encouraged to participate in these programs with their 

children, but they are definitely geared for kids," said Ranger Chase 

Davies of Rocky Mountain National Park in Colorado. "It's very impor

tant for parents to remember they can't just drop their child off and dis

appear. Part of the importance of these programs is working with your 

child in a new setting." 

Nearly all of these park programs are free and are listed in local 

park newsletters or on park web sites. For easy access to each park's web 

site, go to www.nps.gov, then chose the park you would like to visit. 

For families interested in hiking and camping on their own, the 

most important thing for adults to remember is to be realistic about 

their child's abilities. 

"The younger kids are, the less strenuous an activity needs to be, 

but a lot of it depends on the child," McClain said. "Some kids are 

more intellectual, and so visiting the exhibits in a park visitor center or 

museum is appropriate. Other kids are more active and can handle a 

longer hike or back-country camping." 

McClain recommends that adults let the children set the pace and 

make the decision on where to go and what to do. 

"We encourage parents to let children—especially young chil

dren—lead the hike," he said. "There are a lot of bugs, flowers, and 

rocks that a grownup might not be interested in that a child will be 

interested and excited about." 

Planning a hiHe 
Hiking can be an exciting adventure for experienced and novice 

park visitors, but to ensure a fun and safe trip hikers must plan care

fully. Factors such as what to pack, what to wear, and where to go share 

equal importance in the planning process. According to Ranger Gregg 

Bruff, a little common sense and some extra preparation go a long way. 

The first thing to consider is where the hike will take place and 

the effect of elements such as the terrain and the weather. Bruff said 

hikers should wear footwear appropriate for the area. 

"Real heavy hiking boots aren't always required, but if you are hik

ing in the western United States you might need something like that," 

said Bruff, a ranger at Pictured Rocks 

National Lakeshore in Michigan with 

nearly 30 years of experience. "Hikers 

need to make sure that shoes are broken 

in, and they wear the appropriate socks. 

Running shoes might be all you need for 

a particular hike." 

Bruff said it's important to bring 

enough supplies along for a hike, while 

not packing so heavily that gear be

comes cumbersome. Hiking necessities 

include water, food, insect repellent, 

toilet paper and trowel for waste dis

posal, and a basic first aid kit that 

includes Band-Aids. 

For a typical hike, each individual should bring between one and 

two quarts of water. Bruff also suggested packing a small water filtration 

system with hiking gear, and advised hikers to buy toilet paper that is 

biodegradable. 

Other items to consider bringing along include sun block, sun

glasses, light rain-gear, and a long-sleeve shirt or pants if insect repellent 

doesn't hold up against biting insects. Finally, Bruff said be sure to pack 

a journal, a sketchbook or a camera to add to the enjoyment of the hike, 

and be sure to carry out all trash. 

Hikers should make sure they understand how to read the map 

before they head out, and they shouldn't 

count on prior knowledge of a hiking 

trail or area. The topography of an area 

can change quickly, and natural springs, 

swimming areas, and other attractions 

change over time. 

Finally, to make the most of a safe 

hiking experience, Bruff encourages hikers 

to pay close attention to where they are 

walking. 

"We have a lot of steep cliffs 

here," he said. "We are constantly re

minding people to pay attention and 

make sure where they are walking or 

standing on a stable area." 
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Scientists believe marine reserves, or no-take 

zones, are key to replenishing dwindling fish 

populations and restoring damaged habitat 

The success of a reserve at Channel Islands 

proves the point. Reserves are part of a 

growing trend in the national parks. 

IN THE 

Z O N E 

Kelp forests at Channel Islands National Park, which includes East Anacapa 
Island, far right, are among the sea life that benefits from no-take zones. 

By Gerard Wright 

With a whir and a rush of 
bubbles, the three televi
sion screens in a small 
visitor center above the 

landing cove at Anacapa Island are filled 
with the face of a diver, National Park 
Service ranger Bill Faulkner. 

As he sinks lower into the water, the 
camera moves away from Faulkner. Its 
idle gaze captures fronds of kelp, light 
brown and vivid green, their endless 
undulations carrying them toward the 
sunlight. An orange damsel fish per
forms a pirouette, and red sea urchins lit
ter the floor of the cove like coins in a 
fountain, as white dots of plankton whirl 
like animated confetti. 

Then, through the microphone 
attached to his face mask, Bill Faulkner 
addresses his audience: "It's like the rain
forest of the marine environment." 

What Faulkner is showing and what 
his audience, 150 strong on this cloudy, 
mid-summer afternoon, is seeing is a 
small aquatic showpiece: a recovering 
seascape in an area that is mostly suffer
ing from the effects of overfishing and 
pollution. Well beyond the picture that 
appears in the television screen is a 
seascape of decimated kelp forests, disap
pearing fish populations, and a species of 
abalone that has come close to extinc
tion. But up close just off Anacapa 
Island are 37 acres of submerged land 
that have since 1976 been protected 

from any type of fishing or resource 
removal. 

This healthy picture provides a vivid 
demonstration of why no-take zones— 
areas where no sea life can be taken or 
harmed—are crucial to the success of re
establishing healthy populations of sea 
creatures and their habitat. 

"[Anacapa Island] has been so success
ful," Faulkner tells his live above-water 
audience, "we are copying it off the other 
islands." 

No-take zones protect this young Garibaldi. 

Anacapa is the most easterly of the 
group of islands that form Channel 
Islands National Park, which is 20 to 30 
miles south of Santa Barbara off the 
southern California coast at an un
marked junction for warm and cold 
ocean currents. Channel Islands has 
been called the North American Ga
lapagos by the National Park Service, for 
both the abundance and uniqueness of 
its wildlife. Of the more than 2,000 ter-

26 N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R 2 0 0 3 N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

! 

z 

• : 
z 

5 

s 
1 
c 

< 
5 



A California moray eyes a red rock shrimp. 

restrial plant and animal species that 
make their home in Channel Islands, 
145 are found nowhere else in the world. 

Last year, the California Fish and 
Game Commission agreed to extend the 
protection to a network of ten reserves 
around each of the five Channel Islands 
in the park—totaling 175 square miles, 
the largest marine reserve off the west 
coast of the United States. 

This move is part of a growing trend 
in the national parks, one that is both 
embraced and resisted. Even though 
most people recognize that the marine 
environment is in a bad way—name a 
fin- or shellfish that regularly appears on 
restaurant menus and behind iced super
market counters, and nearly every one is 
suffering from dwindling numbers— 
not everyone agrees that no-take zones 
are the panacea. Some states resist them 
because of disagreements over jurisdic
tion, and some recreational and com
mercial fishermen are not convinced 
that their immediate deprivation will 
provide a payoff in the future. 

Even so, long-term research has 
shown that no-take zones benefit fish 

. . . long-term research has 

shown that no-take zones 

benefit fish and those 

who catch them. 

The state of Florida is contesting the Park Service's proposal to designate Dry Tortugas a 
no-take zone despite the success of such zones at other national parks. and those who catch them. In an area 

where the lobster population has other
wise been almost fished out, Channel 
Islands park ranger Dave Stoltz offers 
this description of Anacapa Island's 27-
year-old preserve. "I've probably dived 
around here as much as anyone I know. 
In any other area, you might see an 
antenna in a hole. In this [no-take zone] 
landing area, they almost walk out to 
you." 

No-take zones are now in place at 
these sites within the National Park 
System: Channel Islands National Park, 
and Virgin Islands Coral Reefs and Buck 
Island Reef national monuments. Dry 
Tortugas has been proposed by the Park 
Service, but the state of Florida is still 
contesting it. 

Although enforcing these zones has at 
times been contentious—and at least 
one no-take zone triggered a General Ac
counting Office investigation—few can 
dispute the benefits after looking at 

where the marine environment was at 
Channel Islands more than two decades 
ago. When the Anacapa Island no-take 
zone was established, the waters off 
Channel Islands showed the effects of an 
ecosystem thrown out of whack by over
fishing, pollution, and some natural 
events brought on by El Nino. Fish 
species, such as cow rockfish and bocca-
cio, were hard hit by fishing at unsus
tainable rates, a decline that affected not 
only the marine environment but terres
trial creatures that relied on fish for food, 
such as the bald eagle. 

A dwindling sea otter population— 
caused by overhunting in the early years 
of the last century—led to a rise in the 
number of purple sea urchins, a popula
tion increase exacerbated by the culling 
of sheepshead and lobster. The purple 
urchins, it seems, loved to dine on the 
kelp that provided both shelter and food 
for fish—whose numbers were already 
declining as commercial and recreation
al fishermen, outfitted with the most 
modern technology and equipment, 
increased the size of their catches. So, 
too, went the more benign red sea 
urchin. The already struggling kelp for
est was dealt a neat mortal blow when 
water temperatures—warmed by El 
Nino—went up from the normal 57 to 
65 degrees Fahrenheit to a tropical 75. 

"The kelp just melted away," says 
Dave Stoltz. 

The formerly rich ecosystem was 
replaced by what marine scientist Gary 
Davis described as "monocultures" of 
purple sea urchins, brittle starfish, or sea 
cucumbers. At their peak, these mono
cultures encompassed 450,000 sea 
urchins per acre. 

The 20-year crash in fish populations 
and the disappearance of 80 percent of 
the kelp forest at Channel Islands Na
tional Park precipitated a debate in 1980 
among the Park Service, the California 
Fish and Game Commission, and local 
commercial and recreational fisher
men—one that would eventually lead to 
the expansion of the marine reserve at 
the park. 

Although overfishing is widely recog
nized as a problem, national parks have 

An ochre star at Anacapa Island. 

A California spiny lobster at Channel Islands. 

A blue damselfish. 

traditionally had little say in how a patk's 
waters or adjacent areas are fished, 
because jurisdiction over these areas typ
ically falls to a state or another authority. 

In the Caribbean, it took a two-year 
investigation by the General Accounting 
Office (GAO), the investigative arm of 
Congress, to verily that the federal gov
ernment had jurisdiction over Virgin 
Islands Coral Reef National Monument, 
adjacent to submerged lands that are 
part of Virgin Islands National Park, and 
nearby Buck Island Reef National 
Monument. The two sites, totaling 
32,900 acres, were established by presi
dential proclamation in January 2001 to 
protect a three-mile preservation area for 
coral reef, seagrass, and marine life. 

The proclamation was challenged by 
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"Florida seems to be bowing to a small but vocal part 

of the fishing industry that mistakenly questions the 

benefits of reserves and refuses to consider protected 

areas to save fish stocks. Since the state shares juris

diction for fisheries management in the park, the park 

manager's hands are tied." 

Commercial fishing has been off limits at Dry Tortugas' Fort Jefferson since 1935. 

Donna Christian-Christensen (D), the 
Virgin Islands delegate to Congress, who 
claimed the underwater areas were 
owned by the territory. 

In Dry Tortugas and Biscayne nation
al parks, the state of Florida has thrown 
up a roadblock. Dry Tortugas encom
passes seven islands and 64,700 acres of 
submerged lands, which include the 
largest living coral reef in North 
America. The reef provides a breeding 
ground for sea turtles, and more than 
100 varieties of fish have been spotted 
there. Seventy miles west off Key West, 
the park lies in the Florida Straits and 
contains Garden Key, site of Fort 
Jefferson. Commercial fishing has been 
off limits since 1935, when it was des
ignated Fort Jefferson National Mon

ument. Sport spearfishing ended in 
1960, and take of conch and lobster was 
stopped in 1974. 

In July 2001, Dry Tortugas National 
Park designated 42 percent 
of its waterways as a 
Research Natural Area, effec
tively creating a no-take 
zone. This 46-square-mile 
zone would be off limits to 
fishing as well as any form of 
consumptive use, including 
research, according to public 
information officer Rick 
Cook. 

Although the declaration 
was made more than two 
years ago, the state of 
Florida has resisted, claim

ing ownership of the submerged lands. 
"It's a conversation between their lawyers 
and our lawyers," Cook says. 

To the north, 181,000-acre Biscayne 
National Park, which is 95 percent 
marine, faces opposition from the same 
source, but for what Rick Clark, its chief 
of resources management, believes are 
for more pragmatic reasons. 

"There's a thought that enforcement 
is an issue," Clark admits. "We just don't 
have enough people to enforce the regu
lations that are on the books now. So 
there seems to be a perception that size 
limits are unenforceable." 

Mary Munson, NPCA's director of 
the Sun Coast region, disagrees, saying 
that the state of Florida is the obstacle. 
"Florida seems to be bowing to a small 
but vocal part of the fishing industry 
that mistakenly questions the benefits of 
reserves and refuses to consider protect-

A baby swell shark emerges from its egg casing at 
Santa Cruz Island, Channel Islands National Park. 
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No-take zones benefit more than 2,000 

terrestrial plant and animal species that 

call Channel Islands home, including this 

white-spotted rose anemone. 

ed areas to save fish stocks. Because the 
state shares jurisdiction for fisheries 
management in the park, the park man
ager's hands are tied." 

But there is hope, says Munson. 
"Marine reserves are not just about sav
ing fish," she says. "They can be estab
lished to protect entire undersea com
munities, such as coral reefs, from 
destructive activities. Because the state of 
Florida has a mandate to protect its reefs, 
we hope it might relent and support no-
take zones in coral reef areas, despite 
opposition from some fishermen." 

The alternative, Munson says, would 
be apparent to any snorkel or scuba 
diver. "In a lot of the coral reef habitat, 
you are seeing the destruction of the fish 
and the reefs from fishing lines, anchors, 
and even divers walking on it." 

Jim Tilmant, the Fisheries Program 
Leader for the National Park Service's 
water resources division, can reel off the 
threatened species of reef fish: "grouper, 
grunts, snapper—they're all in trouble." 

Although overfishing is an obvious 
cause, Tilmant says a traditional Park 
Service philosophy that treats marine 
resources differently from their terres
trial counterparts contributes to the 
problem. 

"The big issue in my mind is that as 
we've moved into the marine environ
ment, we haven't given these areas the 
same level of protection and conserva
tion as we have terrestrial parks," Til
mant says. For instance, he says, the Park 

Channel Islands sits off of California's coast. 

Service historically allowed fishing, and 
partly because of this the agency is hav
ing some difficulty applying its conser
vation and protection ethic to the 
marine world. 

To address this issue, Tilmant believes 
the Park Service must look within and 
reassess its 87-year-old rules and culture. 
"If we are to have national parks that are 
marine, we have to have another set of 
criteria to protect those resources." IV 

Gerard Wright is a freelance journalist 

based in Los Angeles, California. 
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The Long 
and Winding Road 

A 60-year dispute over the proposed 

North Shore Road in the Great Smoky Mountains 

may finally be resolved. 

By Kim A. O'Connell 

The Great Smoky 
Mountains are trea
sured because of 
their seemingly end
less misty ridges, 

their thick stands of spruce and fir, 
striking fall color, and blazing 
spring blooms of azalea and 
rhododendron. This landscape is 
also valued because both Amer
ican Indians and Euro-Americans 
have thrived here for centuries. 

Since this country's earliest 
days, pioneers have relished what 
park interpreter Freeman Tilden 
called "the liberty of the hills," building 
hardscrabble lives amid the scenery long 
before there was a park. 

When Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park was established in 1934, 
many of these pioneers were displaced, 
leading to a complex set of relation
ships between the park and its neigh
bors. Many local people recognize the 
importance of Great Smoky Moun
tains National Park and appreciate its 
importance in protecting the moun
tains and valleys they love. Others 
resent it and point to unresolved issues 

The Great Smoky Mountains' landscape includes thick 
stands of spruce, misty ridges, and a variety of flowers. 

about their claims to the land. 
Just this past year, the National Park 

Service (NPS) has been presented with a 
historic opportunity to solve one such 
claim that has threatened the park for six 
decades. 

On February 11, 2003, the Swain 
County Board of Commissioners passed 
a resolution in support of a cash settle
ment in lieu of building a road along the 
north shore of Fontana Lake within the 
boundaries of the park. The Bryson City 
Board of Aldermen passed a similar res
olution on March 3, 2003. Both resolu

tions note that a cash settlement 
will be of greater economic bene
fit to the taxpayers and citizens of 
Swain County than the unknown 
and unpredictable benefits of 
building the road, estimated to 
cost about $ 150 million and take 
ten to 20 years to complete. 

"A cash settlement of the 
North Shore Road is a win-win 
solution to this long-standing 
issue," says Greg Kidd, associate 
director of NPCA's Southeast 
regional office. Kidd, who has 
worked closely with those seeking 
a settlement in Swain County, 
added: "The people of Swain 

County can invest the money in schools, 
roads, or any other priority; the park's 
resources are protected from a hugely 
destructive road project; and the 
American taxpayer is saved millions of 
dollars." 

The story of the North Shore Road is 
more than a simple disagreement 
between the park and some residents. It 
has bred division among the residents of 
Swain County, been debated in Con
gress off and on, and spawned a lawsuit 
that traveled all the way to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, where it died without 
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A cash settlement would allow county residents to invest in schools and other priorities. 

being heard. Residents have sought a res
olution to this dispute for years, one that 
now seems to have come from the resi
dents themselves in the county where 
the dispute first began. 

The story begins in 1943 when the 
Department of the Interior, Tennessee 
Valley Authority (TVA), the state of 
North Carolina, and Swain County 
signed an agreement to build a 37-mile 
road on the north shore of Fontana Lake 
to replace another road that had been 
flooded by the construction of Fontana 
Dam. As part of the agreement, Swain 
County absorbed a nearly $700,000 
debt for road-building activities—a debt 
that has never been repaid. 

Construction began on the North 
Shore Road in 1957 but was halted in 
1962—with slightly more than six miles 
built—when the National Park Service 
determined that the area's geology posed 
significant environmental hazards. That 
area of the park contains Anakeesta rock. 
The rock produces acids and heavy met
als that are leached by rainwater into 
streams, killing aquatic life and damag
ing habitat. In addition, the proposed 
road would cut through the largest road
less tract of mountain terrain in the east
ern United States, a move that could be 
devastating to terrestrial wildlife, espe
cially bears. 

Further complicating the issue is the 
long-held local belief that the road was 
promised to provide access to remote 

Construction began on the 

North Shore Road in 1957 

but was halted in 1962—with 

slightly more than six miles 

built—when the National Park 

Service determined that the 

area's geology posed signifi

cant environmental hazards. 
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Some pioneers at Great Smokies gave up 

their houses to make room for the park. 

gravesites within the park. At the time, 
TVA had given residents a choice of 
either leaving the gravesites intact or 
having the remains reinterred elsewhere. 
A number of families chose to leave 
gravesites intact, counting on the 
promise of a road. 

Although the 1943 agreement makes 
no such provision, this "promise" has 
been repeated from generation to gener
ation, igniting an emotional firestorm. 
Since then, county residents have argued 
that they are owed either a new road or 
repayment of their debt. In today's dol
lars, that figure would come to about 
$52 million—the value of a proposed 
cash settlement to resolve the outstand
ing claims. 

Luke Hyde understands the emotion
al aspect of the dispute. He was born in 
Swain County, and his ancestors were 
displaced by Fontana Lake. "I heard sto
ries from my parents and grandparents," 

A settlement would protect the largest contiguous wilderness area east of the Mississippi. 

Flooding caused by Fontana Dam prompted an agreement to 
build a road through the Great Smokies. 

he says. "I grew up thinking that they 
should have a road if they were promised 
one." Today, he is general counsel for 
and active member of the Citizens for 
the Economic Future of Swain County 
(CEFSC), a grassroots group that sup
ports a cash settlement. 

"It became apparent to me that, if any 
legal matter had not been settled in 60 
years, the chances of it being settled are 
pretty remote," Hyde says. "Six different 
environmental laws have been passed 

since 1943, any of 
which could prevent the 
road from being built. 
And if the road is not 
going to be built, we 
need to come up with 
the next best solution." 

And gaining access to 
gravesites within the 
park is not a pivotal rea
son for building a road; 
the Park Service volun
tarily ferries visitors 
across Fontana Lake to 
the cemeteries. The con
struction of NC High
way 28 on the lake's 
south shore meets local 

high-speed transportation needs. 
"There are many good people who 

want to get to the cemeteries," says 
Hyde. "They can get there—it's not real 
simple—but you can take a ferry and go. 
A lot of people think they have a right to 
drive to the cemeteries. They may have a 
moral right, but they don't have a legal 
right." 

Claude Douthit agrees. Like Hyde, 
Douthit was born and raised in Swain 
County. A TVA employee for nearly 25 
years, Douthit has two sisters buried 
north of Fontana Lake; he is also a 
founder of the CEFSC and avid sup
porter of a settlement. "I was a teenager 
when the 44,000 acres [around Fontana 
Lake] were turned over to the national 
park, so I know what I'm talking about," 
Douthit says. "This issue is 60 years old, 
and believe you me, it has divided Swain 
County. It needs to be settled in a sensi
ble way, where everyone who is due 
should have some recognition." 

One of those people is Bob 
McCollum, chairman of the North 
Carolina Park, Parkway, and Forests 
Development Council, a governor-
appointed committee that offers policy 
recommendations on the state's public 
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Great Smoky Mountains serves as a haven for black bears. 

Despite bipartisan support for a settlement, some 

members of the North Carolina congressional 

delegation have consistently thrown up roadblocks. 

Bold colors brighten up the Smokies in fall. 

lands. The lake also displaced 
McCollum's family, and he grew up 
staunchly believing that his family was 
owed a road. Yet he now believes as 
strongly that a cash settlement would be 
the best solution for both the park and 
the people of Swain County. 

"Of all our mountain communities, 
Swain County has one of the lowest per-
capita incomes in the state and the high
est unemployment rate," McCollum 
says. "Anything that happens to the state 
economy, by the time it gets to Swain 
County, it's magnified. This $52 million 
would be cash in hand for Swain 
County. It would turn the corner for the 
next generation." 

Protecting the park makes both eco
nomic and environmental sense, Mc
Collum adds. "Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park is a primary source of 
income for Swain County," he explains. 
"If we got bad publicity about the road 
construction, or if it desecrated or visual
ly damaged the national park, tourism 
would suffer." 

Sens. John Edwards (D-N.C.) and 
Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.), as well as 
Knoxville Mayor Victor Ashe, have also 
advocated for a settlement. Sen. 
Elizabeth Dole (R-N.C.) also has indi
cated that she would support such a pro
posal. In June, Edwards wrote a letter to 
Interior Secretary Gale Norton asking 
for the departments cooperation in 
renegotiating the 1943 agreement to 
include a cash deal. "The settlement," 
Edwards wrote, "would protect the 
largest contiguous wilderness area east of 
the Mississippi River and foster a legacy 
of productive communication between 
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Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
and its neighbor, Swain County." At 
press time, Norton had not responded. 

Despite bipartisan support for a settle
ment, some members of the North 
Carolina congressional delegation have 
consistently thrown up roadblocks. 
Assuming the mantle of former Sen. 
Jesse Helms (R-N.C), Rep. Charles 
Taylor (R-N.C.) has been a vocal sup
porter for road construction. Taylor 
attached a rider to the 2001 transporta
tion appropriations bill that allotted $16 
million to build the road, even though 
the money was not requested by either 
the Park Service or the Department of 
Transportation. Taylors action came 
despite the long-standing NPS position 
to settle the claims of the 
1943 agreement through a 
cash settlement to Swain 
County. NPS anticipates 
using all of the appropriation 
to fund the environmental 
reviews required by federal 
law. The process is expected 
to take about two mote 
years. 

Looking ahead, NPCA, 
CEFSC, and other organiza
tions will continue to advo
cate for a renegotiation of the 
original contract to allow for 
a cash settlement—but that 
means getting Interior, TVA, 
and the state of North Caro
lina to come to the same 
table, which hasn't happened 
in six decades. Batring that, 
Congress could approve the 
settlement through legisla
tion. If the settlement is 
approved, CEFSC has sug
gested that the principal be 
held in trust, with the coun
ty accessing only the interest 
earned—expected to total 
nearly a third of its annual 
$7 million budget. The 
remaining portion of the 
$16 million appropriated in 
2001 could also be put 
toward the settlement, 
CEFSC suggests. 

Some advocates for the settlement 
argue that it is important to remember 
that Swain County would not be the 
only beneficiary. "This is not a local 
issue—it's a national issue," Hyde says. 
"It affects all those people who want 
parks, places to walk, places they can get 
away from the cars and the noise and so 
on. We're going to resolve this in a way 
that makes sense." 

In his classic work, The National 
Parks, Freeman Tilden honored the 
Smoky Mountain families. "When their 
sentiments are touched and their confi
dence is gained," he wrote, "there are no 
gentler people." If the parties agree, the 
gentle, proud people who live in the 
shadow of the Smokies may finally 

receive their due. In doing so, the feder
al government would also be fulfilling its 
mandate to protect the Great Smoky 
Mountains—a favor returned each year, 
with every spray of rhododendron and 
fragrant stand of pine. I P 

Kim A. O'Connell is based in 

Arlington, Virginia, and last wrote for 

National Parks about the history of 

Porgy Key in Biscayne National Park. 

Some fear that building the proposed road could desecrate the visually stunning park. 
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A Home for the Braved 

More than a century after the battle at Little 

Bighorn, the national battlefield has erected a 

memorial commemorating the bravery of the 

Indian tribes that fought—and won—there. 

By Phyllis Mcintosh 

M
ore than a century 
after one of the most 
famous conflicts in 
American history, 
there is at last a mem

orial commemorating the bravery of the 
warriors who won the battle. Last June, 
on the 127th anniversary of the Battle of 
Little Bighorn, several Indian tribes, 
National Park Service officials, politi
cians, and park visitors gathered at the 
site of the Montana battlefield to dedi
cate an Indian Memorial adjacent to the 
long-standing monument to Lt. Col. 
George Armstrong Custer and the 

The Battle of Little Bighorn shocked the 

nation and captured the public's imagination. 

defeated troops of the U.S. 7th Cavalry. 
"It was a great day in Indian country, 

and a great day for the National Park 
Service," Darrell J. Cook, superinten
dent of Little Bighorn Battlefield 
National Monument, says of the dedica
tion. Cook, himself an Oglala Sioux, 
administers a staff that today is 75 per
cent American Indian. 

Symbolizing "peace through unity," 
the Indian Memorial features a weeping 
wall where water drips down into a pool, 
a bronze sculpture of spirit warriors, and 
a gate to welcome the cavalry dead. It is 
a unique feature in the National Park 
System and the culmination of a 30-year 
effort during which management and 
interpretation at the battlefield "have 
evolved from a primary emphasis on the 
military perspective to inclusion of all 
those who were affected by the battle," 
according to a recent NPCA State of the 
Parks assessment of the battlefield. 

When the Sioux, Cheyenne, and 
Arapaho tribes outnumbered, out
gunned, and outfought Custer's forces in 
1876, the defeat shocked a nation that 
was celebrating its centennial and enjoy-

Sioux and Cheyenne warriors reenact the 

historic Battle of Little Bighorn. 

ing the fruits of the Industrial Rev
olution. But the battle also captured the 
public's imagination, thanks in large part 
to Custer's widow, Elizabeth, who devot
ed 57 years to perpetuating the legend of 
her flamboyant husband. 

For most of the next century, the bat
tle was known as Custer's Last Stand, the 
site of the conflict as Custer Battlefield 
National Cemetery and later Custer 
Battlefield National Monument. The 
battleground was administered by the 
War Department until 1940, and many 
early staffers were themselves veterans of 
the Indian wars. Markers honored only 
the cavalry soldiers who fell in 1876. 
Tales of the battle lauded the bravery of 
the 7th Cavalry; the plight of the Indians 
was largely ignored. 
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Long after Custer's soldiers fell to the Indians in 1876, the cavalry's bravery was lauded while the plight of Indians was ignored. 

"How many of us think of Little 
Bighorn as Sitting Bull's last stand as 
well?" asks the battlefields chief histori
an, John Doerner. "The battle was the 
Indians' one final fight to maintain their 
nomadic way of life out here. They won 
the battle, but they lost the war." 

Soon after the battle, Doerner adds, 
the Army pursued Sitting Bull, Crazy 
Horse, and others who fought at Little 
Bighorn. Sitting Bull fled to Canada in 
May 1877, and Crazy Horse surren
dered that same month at Fort 
Robinson, where he was killed later that 
fill while being placed under arrest. 
Within a few years, the majority of the 
Plains tribes were relegated to reserva
tions. Most Indian accounts of the battle 
were disregarded, and stone cairns that 
relatives had placed to mark sites where After the battle, Plains tribes were relegated to reservations, their battle accounts disregarded. 
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"It's a very powerful cultural landscape that we have 

here with the two memorials and the white and 

red granite markers that tell the story 

from both perspectives." 

Protecting the land surrounding Little Bighorn will preserve the site's historical character. 

Indian warriors fell were largely forgot
ten. When the granddaughter of 
Cheyenne Chief Lame White Man 
requested a marker for him in 1925 just 
before the 50th anniversary of the battle, 
the War Department did not even both
er to respond. It was not until 30 years 
later, in 1956, that the National Park 
Service erected a wooden marker to 
honor Lame White Man. 

In the wake of the social activism of 
the 1960s and American Indian 
Movement protests in the 1970s and 
1980s, the Park Service launched a seri
ous effort to present the Indians' side of 
the story as well. Finally, in 1991, 
Congress passed legislation that changed 
the name from Custer Battlefield 
National Monument to Little Bighorn 
Battlefield National Monument and 
mandated creation of a memorial to the 
Indians who had fought there. 

Even after 127 years, the story of the 
battle is still evolving. The first systemat
ic archaeological survey of the battlefield 
was conducted in 1984 after a wildfire 

Social activism prompted Congress, in 1991, 
to mandate creation of an Indian Memorial. 

had burned off dense vegetation. 
Using metal detectors, volunteers 

from around the world discovered 1,159 
artifacts, some still lying on the surface 
of the ground. According to the latest 
figures, the Indians were armed with 
about 700 firearms, including Win
chester repeating rifles, as well as bow 
and arrows and stone war clubs, Doerner 
says. Using powerful microscopes like 
those in police crime labs, experts have 

been able to match up cartridges with 
specific weapons and trace the move
ment of individual soldiers and warriors 
over the battlefield. 

The recovery of skeletal remains dur
ing the 1980s yielded valuable informa
tion about the soldiers under Custer's 
command, including their ages, diets, 
and ailments, such as back problems 
caused by long hours in the saddle. The 
remains of the Indian dead had been 
removed from the field by relatives 
immediately after the battle and laid to 
rest in tipis and burial scaffolds, accord
ing to tribal custom. 

With the help of the tribes and the 
historical record, Doerner has located 
five stone cairns indicating Indian casu
alties. Beside those cairns, the Park 
Service has erected red granite markers 
bearing the tribal and English names of 
the warriors and a brief historical text, 
making Little Bighorn the only national 
battlefield with government headstones 
denoting the original casualty/burial 
sites of 7th Cavalrymen, and now, red 
granite markers for Indian warriors' 
casualty sites. 

The first stones, for Cheyenne war
riors Lame White Man and Noisy 
Walking, were installed in 1999; the 
third, honoring Long Road, Minni-
conjou Lakota, on the 125th anniversary 
of the battle in 2001; and the most 
recent two, for Dog's Backbone, 
Minniconjou Lakota, and an unknown 
Sioux, in conjunction with this year's 
dedication of the Indian Memorial. 

"It's a very powerful cultural landscape 
that we have here with the two memori
als and the white and red granite mark-

The design of the Indian Memorial was the 
result of a contest. 
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ers that tell the stoty from both perspec
tives," Doerner says. He expects the 
number of red markers to grow as he 
continues to work with Crazy Horse's 
descendants and other Indian families to 
locate additional cairns. 

As a result of ongoing research and the 
publics long fascination with the battle, 
the battlefield has accumulated one of 
the most extensive and valuable museum 
collections in the entite National Park 
System. It contains some 24,000 items, 
including 15,000 documents, papers, 
and photographs, more than 10,000 
artifacts recovered from the battlefield, 
and some 200 items from the Northern 
Cheyenne and Lakota Sioux. 

Among the most notable holdings are 
the Elizabeth Bacon Custer Collection, 
which includes numerous photographs 
and Custer's uniforms, buckskin suit, 
and personal correspondence and notes 
from the Civil War until the time of 
Little Bighorn; and the collection of 
Thomas Marquis, a physician who lived 
among the Cheyenne and interviewed 
and photographed tribal veterans of the 
Little Bighorn battle. 

"Descendants of the 7th Cavalry men, 
the Custer family, and relatives of Crazy 
Horse and Sitting Bull are still emerging 
with oral or family histories," says muse
um curator Kitty Deernose. "Particularly 
in the last decade, a certain amount of 
trust has evolved as a result of consulta
tion with the tribes, and they realize that 
the information they bring us is in a 
good safe place and that these collections 

Grave markers at Little Bighorn honor only Custer and 

his defeated cavalry soldiers. 

are here for posterity." 
NPCA's State of the 

Parks report found, 
however, that insuffi
cient funding hinders 
the Park Service's ability 
to display and protect 
these artifacts. With 
only one main gallery 
and six exhibit cases, the 
museum shares less than 
1 percent of its collec
tion with the public. 
Storage space is lacking, 
there is no fire suppres
sion system, and arti
facts are not adequately protected from 
fluctuations in temperature and humid
ity. In addition, staffing shortages make 
it difficult to catalog all the archival 
items. 

The report concluded that other im
provements are sorely needed to accom
modate an ever-increasing flood of visi
tors to the battlefield, now the second 
most visited site in Montana after 
Glacier National Park. NPCA has called 
on Congress to provide funding for a 
planned new visitor center and remote 
parking facility and shuttle bus system to 
replace inadequate 1950s-era facilities. 

"Little Bighorn is nationally signifi
cant," says Tony Jewett, NPCA's senior 
director for the Northern Rockies. "We 
need a first-rate visitor center where 
Americans can fully immerse themselves 
in this story. We need to invest in a trans
portation system that allows visitors to 

focus on the park's history 
rather than the RV in front of 
them." 

Because the battle took 
place over 14 square miles, 
Jewett says it is also critical to 
protect the historical character 
of land surrounding the 765-
acre national monument. Just 
like the Civil War battlefields 
back East, the area has be
come increasingly attractive 
for residential and commer
cial development. NPCA's 
report urges park staff to con
tinue to work with adjacent 

The dedication of the Indian Memorial at Little Bighorn. 

landowners, including the Crow Indian 
Nation, to preserve the integrity of the 
battle corridor. 

In addition to its $1.3 million budget, 
the battlefield has a $2.6 million list of 
unfunded projects, which means that 
the park is in fact only 28 percent fund
ed, says Darcy Gamble of NPCA's State 
of the Parks office in Fort Collins, Col
orado. Implementation of the proposed 
remote parking area and shuttle system 
would cost an additional $2.6 million, 
and about $3 million is needed to help 
secure land around the boundaries of the 
park. 

Despite these challenges, Little Big
horn Battlefield has made great strides 
toward creating an accurate legacy of the 
battle and completing the healing pro
cess. The monument "is a testament to 
what a small, determined staff and part
nerships with external organizations can 
accomplish," the NPCA report conclud
ed. "This special place is one example of 
how people of different cultures can 
come together to understand the past 
and work toward a better future." » • 

Phyllis Mcintosh lives in Maryland 

and last wrote for National 

Parks about the sale of 

historical artifacts. 
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H I S T O R I C H I G H L I G H T S 

A World Unto I tse l f 
Alcatraz Island, part of Golden Gate National Recreation Area, 

is remarkable for much more than just its legendary prison. 

B Y R Y A N D O U G H E R T Y 

A lcatraz Island often 
conjures grisly images 
of notorious men 

doing hard time within the cold, 
solitary walls of "The Rock." 
The images, ingrained by televi
sion shows and movies, are accu
rate but represent only a chapter 
of the island's rich history. 
Alcatraz was also once the most 
powerful fort west of the Miss
issippi, as well as the site of a 
two-year takeover that attracted 
attention to the grievances of 
American Indians. Although 
these and other aspects of the 
island's history seem disparate, they do 
share a common theme: isolation. 

Isolation was crucial to plans for a 
super-prison on Alcatraz Island in the 
San Francisco Bay area, an imposing 
structure designed to separate from soci
ety its most dangerous criminals—the 
very worst of the worst. Some historians 
consider Alcatraz the government's 
response to post-Prohibition, post-
Depression America, an era in which the 
public grew hyper-aware of crime. 

Most of the prison's 1,545 inmates 
were unknown, but Alcatraz held its 
share of the era's headline-makers. 
Infamous gangster Al Capone was 
among the first prisoners, and his 1934 
arrival drew more media attention than 
did the prison's opening. George 
"Machine Gun" Kelly, notorious for 
holding a wealthy Oklahoma oil mag
nate for ransom, arrived at Alcatraz in 

RYAN DOUGHERTY is news editor. 

Alcatraz Island was once a powerful military fort, 
but most know it as the site of "The Rock." 

the next shipment of inmates. Following 
them was an inmate who became per
haps the prison's most notable: Robert 
Franklin Stroud, "The Birdman of 
Alcatraz." 

Convicted of manslaughter, Stroud 
was lodged in Leavenworth, where he 
kept and studied birds. Once Stroud 
arrived at Alcatraz, however, his bird 
studies ceased. Still, his presence on the 
island was somewhat fitting: The num
ber of birds at Alcatraz prompted an 
early Spanish explorer to call it "Isla de 
los Alcatratces," or "Island of the 
Pelicans" (which was later shortened to 
"Alcatraz"). 

By 1962, the era of the super-prison 
was coming to an end. Alcatraz did not 
reflect the societal shift toward inmate 
rehabilitation, and the structure needed 
millions of dollars worth of repair and 
maintenance. The government deemed 
it cheaper to build another facility in 
Illinois, and Alcatraz closed in 1963. 

Beyond the popular notions 
of "The Rock" lies the story of 
the Army's use of Alcatraz 
Island. In light of the Gold Rush 
of 1849, the federal government 
felt that the San Francisco Bay 
area, the largest natural harbor 
of the West, would be a target 
for foreign invaders. Alcatraz 
Island soon became the area's 
primary fort and a last line of 
defense. Ultimately, however, 
the island would prove more 
useful in protecting the bay 
from Confederate raiders during 
the Civil War. 

Alcatraz later became a military prison 
for officers and civilians suspected of 
treason during the Civil War, and dis
putes with the federal government dur
ing westward expansion landed Amer
ican Indians there. A century later, 
American Indians would return to the 
island—but this time under completely 
different circumstances. 

In 1969, six years after the prison 
closed, a group called "Indians of All 
Tribes" came on chartered boats to occu
py and symbolically claim Alcatraz. The 
group wanted the island to use for edu
cational purposes. Their occupation, 
opposed by the government, lasted until 
1971, when armed officers removed 
them. 

Although the attempt to control the 
island failed, the occupation did help to 
raise the public's awareness of the plight 
of American Indians; soon, Indian self-
determination became the official na
tional policy. m 
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R A R E & E N D A N G E R E D 

A Precar ious Predicament 
A loss of habitat and human disturbance have led to a 

diminished piping plover population. 

B Y J E N E L L T A L L E Y 

As families have enjoyed years 
of sunbathing, sandcasdes, 
and boardwalk fries while 

vacationing at sandy beaches along 
the East Coast, the piping plover has 
faded into the background—literally. 

Piping plovers, Charadrius mebdits, 
breed on Atlantic coastal beaches 
from Newfoundland to North 
Carolina. The sand-colored birds can 
be found at several national park sites: 
Cape Cod, Fire Island, Assateague 
Island, Cape Hatteras, and Cape 
Lookout national seashores and 
Gateway National Recreation Area. 

At one time, the species, which was 
named for its melodic mating call, also 
bred across the beaches of the five Great 
Lakes, but numbers in that region have 
declined steadily since the 1930s. In 
1986, the Great Lakes breeding popula
tion was listed as endangered, and piping 
plovers along the Atlantic coast were list
ed as threatened. The Great Lakes popu
lation—about 50 pairs—now nests 
along the beaches of northern Lake 
Michigan, Lake Huron, and Lake 
Superior, primarily at Sleeping Bear 
Dunes National Lakeshore. 

A loss of habitat and human and pet 
disturbance have caused the species' 
numbers to wane. Beaches used by 
plovets for nesting, roosting, and feeding 
have succumbed to commercial, residen
tial, and recreational development. Rac
coons and other predators also have con
tributed to their endangered status. 

Piping plovers are small, stocky North 

JENELL TALLEY is a sniff writer. 

Piping plovers inhabit beaches along the 
Eastern seaboard and Great Lakes region. 

American shorebirds about six inches 
long and usually weigh about two 
ounces. The birds' tiny legs and stout 
beaks are orange, the tips of the bills 
dipped in black. The feathers on their 
backs and crowns are the color of dry 
sand. Their underparts are white, and 
single black bands stretch across their 
necks and foreheads. In the winter, the 
bills turn black, the legs become pale, 
and the band around the neck disap
pears. During breeding season (eggs are 
laid from the end of April to mid-June), 
their legs turn bright orange. 

An estimated 1,400 nesting pairs of 
piping plovers live along the Eastern 
seaboard, says Jeff Cordes, a biologist at 
Cape Lookout National Seashore, a 
migration stopover and wintering area 
for the species and home to 14 of North 
Carolina's 24 nesting pairs. 

"Cape Lookout has had the highest 
number of nesting plovers in North 
Carolina since 1986," says Cordes. 

"Nobody knows for sure what was 
happening before then because there 
was no regular monitoring." 

Today, some national parks have 
unofficial recovery plans set up to 
improve the numbers. Sleeping Bear 
Dunes, for example, ropes off sections 
of beach for nests and incubating 
adults, according to Dusty Shultz, the 
park's superintendent. And park biol
ogists establish enclosures— 50-foot-
long wire fences with monofilament 
strung across the top—around the 
nests to keep predators at bay. 

At Cape Lookout, nesting areas are 
closed to visitors, and the staff some

times move nests in danger of being 
flooded. "We carefully monitor all 
plover nesting activity," Cordes says. 
"Unfortunately, despite these efforts, the 
number of nesting plovers in the park 
has declined from 39 nesting pairs in 
1994. It has been frustrating because the 
management tools we're using have been 
very successful in the Northeast." 

Shultz says several things need to hap
pen before the species can recover: The 
breeding population must be protected 
and managed, wintering grounds must 
be managed to promote survival and 
recruitment, and migration habitat must 
be identified and protected. Cordes 
agrees. "Their recovery is very possible— 
at least in parts of the range." 

Shultz and Cordes say the public can 
help prevent piping plovers' extinction 
by respecting posted closed areas, 
encouraging the protection of natural, 
undeveloped coastal areas, and keeping 
pets leashed. • 
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F O R U M 

Phi losophica l Divide 
The Bush administration's policies on the environment and national parks 

bear little resemblance to the Roosevelt legacy. 

B Y J I M D I P E S O 

I t is no coincidence that many pho-
togtaphs of President Bush taken 
inside the White House have a 

painting of Theodore Roosevelt in the 
background. Bush often points to TR as 
his role model. Roosevelt's muscular 
nationalism, his big-stick approach to 
foreign policy, and his flair for the 
bold gesture are traits that Bush has 
emulated. 

The similarity breaks down, how
ever, on protecting America's natural 
heritage. Roosevelt set a conserva
tion gold standard. His dogged ded
ication to saving special lands and 
wildlife for future generations was 
guided by his perspective as a scien
tifically literate outdoorsman, deeply 
read in history, learned in the ways 
of the wilderness, and awed by 
nature. In contrast, Bush's visits to 
national parks and stewardship 
rhetoric are a thin gloss that cannot 
mask the ideological hostility to 
environmental protection permeat
ing his administration and threaten
ing decades of bipartisan conserva
tion achievements. 

Consider Yellowstone. Roosevelt 
was instrumental in passing the 
1894 Park Protection Act, which 
saved Yellowstone from ecological ruin 
at the hands of commercial interests that 
were killing off game and cutting down 
trees to "improve" it. 

Roosevelt's civic idealism is nowhere 
to be found in the Bush administration's 

JIM DIPESO is policy director for Republicans for 

Environmental Protection, www.repamerica.org. 

decision to overturn the snowmobile 
ban at Yellowstone. The facts clearly 
show that the machines' noise and pol
lution endanger the park. Yet on Bush's 
watch, the me-first pleadings of one spe
cial interest group have trumped the 
national interest. 

CARLTON STOIBEA 

These contrasting approaches reflect a 
philosophical divide between the two 
men on the federal government's proper 
role in protecting America's natural en
dowment. Roosevelt believed strong 
conservation policies were essential to 
maintain long-term strength and pros
perity. In a 1909 message to Congress, 
TR said that "conservation of our 

resources is the fundamental question 
before this nation, and that our first and 
greatest task is to set our house in order 
and begin to live within our means." 

Acting as the true conservative that he 
was, Roosevelt created a lasting legacy 
for future generations during his presi

dency. TR established national 
forests, monuments, and wildlife 
refuges on millions of acres of pub
lic lands to conserve timber, safe
guard watersheds, protect extraordi
nary natural features, and provide 
sanctuaries for wildlife. Many of 
Roosevelt's fellow Republicans 
fought him mightily, but the Rough 
Rider knew a thing or two about 
storming a hill under withering fire. 

TR, however, was much more 
than a utilitarian conservationist 
fighting wasteful timber cutting 
practices. He saw intrinsic value in 
wild lands—"great natural play
grounds of mountain, forest, cliff-
walled lake, and brawling brook." 
He called for protecting plants and 
animals, not only because they were 
useful, but also because they were 
beautiful. Five national parks were 
established during his administra
tion, doubling their number. ToTR, 

national parks were an expression of 
democracy because they preserve wilder
ness and scenery for the enjoyment of all. 

Where Roosevelt sought to prevent 
special interests from fouling the nation's 
nest, Bush has sought to weaken or 
remove such restraints. Changes to the 
Clean Air Act's New Source Review 
standards will allow thousands of old 
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power plants, refineries, and other in
dustrial facilities to install major up
grades without modernizing their pollu
tion controls, contravening the law's 
spirit. Smog originating from outdated 
power plants sullies national parks across 
the nation, including Great Smoky 
Mountains, Acadia, and Big Bend. 

A full-court press is on to expand 
energy production on federal lands 
across the West. Political appointees sup
pressed information about the impacts 
of coal-fired power plants on nearby 
Yellowstone and Mammoth Cave, then 
reversed Park Service findings that the 
plants would harm the parks. Gas explo
ration has degraded Bureau of Land 
Management land that has long been a 
possible addition to Arches National 
Park in Utah. The Park Service is under 
pressure to expand gas drilling at Padre 
Island National Seashore in Texas. 

The administrations drive to out
source many mission-critical positions 
within the Park Service and other land 

management agencies bears the odor of 
crony capitalism, seasoned with over
wrought ideology. There is always room 
for improving government efficiency. 
Some jobs can and should be contracted 
out. But the administration has not pro
duced convincing evidence that mass 
outsourcing driven by top-down decree 
will deliver better stewardship of the 
publics lands. Instead, the outsourcing 
proposal has all the makings of a scheme 
to turn public lands into a honey pot for 
the special interests Roosevelt fought 
throughout his career. 

And therein lies the essential differ
ence. The current administration has 
given undue influence over parks and 
other public lands to commercial inter
ests pressing a short-term agenda to 
extract more wood, fuel, minerals, 
motorized recreation, and lucrative con
tracts out of Americas great public com
mons. The costs are likely to be substan
tial—subsidized resource extraction, 
fragmented landscapes, degraded visitor 

experiences, air pollution, and spreading 
invasive species. 

Roosevelt looked beyond the pleaders 
of his time and planned for the nation's 
needs in the distant future. He under
stood the dangers of demanding more 
from the land than it can give. TR saw 
the burgeoning growth of early 20th-
century America and asked his fellow 
citizens to look beyond themselves and 
make room for the choices and wishes of 
unborn generations. 

And then, Roosevelt acted. Roosevelt 
lifted his voice, told the truth, picked up 
his big stick, and went to work building 
America's conservation legacy. 

A century later, the legacy opportuni
ty knocks. Now is the time for President 
Bush to reflect on Roosevelt's insights 
about the land's central importance to 
our nation. Protecting the places still 
largely free of human imprint would be 
a gift for the ages. A conservative presi
dent ought to conserve the lands that 
embody America's greatness. RP 
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Y O U A R E H E R E 

Fantasy Is land 
This site's military forts, designated wilderness areas, and hiking trails provide visitors 

with a historical, cultural, and recreational experience. 

T his site's white-sand beaches, coastal marshes, sparkling blue waters, and mar
itime forests stretch 150 miles from Mississippi's Cat Island to the eastern tip 
of Santa Rosa Island in Florida. More than 80 percent of the site's land is sub

merged. Mainland features include salt marshes, bayous, and a Naval Live Oak Reser
vation. Historic structures, such as 19th century military forts, and winding nature-
trails are popular visitor attractions at this site, the largest national seashore in the 
United States. Have you visited this park? Do you know which one it is? [ANSWKR ON 
PAGE 8.1 
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Less than 1% is protected. And that's not enough. Overfishing, pollution and increased human use continue to devastate our ocean. Help protect more. 

I f only f he destruction of our oco.%r\ 
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