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For over 100 years 
Bon Ami has been demonstrat
ing that you don't have to be 
tough on the environment to 
he tough on dirt. 

But assuring our children 

a worthwhile future requires 
more from each of us than 
merely doing no harm. 

That's why we actively 
support organizations such 
as the National Parks and 

Conservation Association, 
And why we ask you to join us. 

Thank you. 
Faultless Starch/Bon Ami 
Company, Kansas City, 
Missouri 64101. 

We'd like to clean up more than a few bathrooms. 



Maasai-Mara Reserve, page 21 

Editor's Note: Yellowstone, our first 
national park and a worldwide at
traction, includes more than two 
million acres—yet it is not even our 
largest park. We, in the United 
States, are extraordinarily fortunate 
to be able to set aside such vast, un
populated tracts. Halfway around 
the world from Yellowstone, Nepal's 
Sagarmatha National Park—with 
Mount Everest as its centerpiece—is 
also a worldwide attraction. The 
similarities, however, end there. 

Sagarmatha is also home to hun
dreds of Sherpas, whose economy 
has become tourist-oriented and 
who are running out of their main 
source of fuel—firewood. Searching 
for firewood, for themselves and for 
visitors' needs, consumes much of 
their time; and nearly bare hillsides 
are fast becoming eroded. 

Developing countries all over the 
world are struggling with this sort of 
delicate balance between resources 
and peoples' survival. We should 
pay attention. 
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TW Recreational Services, Inc. 
and the 

National Bark Service 
Partners for visitor services 

TW Recreational Services, Inc.. a con
cessioner to the National Park Service, 
has decades of experience in providing 
lodging, food, gift shop and other vis
itor amenities at national parks, state 
parks and state lodges and recreation 
areas. During the past five years. TW 
Recreational Services has provided 
millions of dollars of investment fund
ing for new facilities at Yellowstone. 
Zion and Bryce Canyon National Parks 
and in improvements at the North Rim 
of the Grand Canyon and Everglades 
National Parks. 

Other contract services provided by 
TW Recreational Services include: 

• Spaceport USA-
Kennedy Space Center, Florida 

ALABAMA OHIO 
STATE RESORTS STATE LODGES 

Gulf Shore 
loe Wheeler 
Lakepoint 
Cheaha 
Roland 
Cooper 
DeSoto 

Deer Creek 
Salt Fork 
Hueston 
Woods 
Burr Oak 
Shawnee 
Punderson 
Manor House 

CALIFORNIA STATE PARKS 
El Moreno 
Golf Course 
Lake Skinner 
Lake McClure 
Lake San 
Antonio 

Pismo State 
Beach 
Lake Perris 
Lake Melones 

We invite you to write 
for information on any 
of the parks we seive. 

TW RECREATIONAL 
SERVICES, INC 

222 N. LaSalle St.. 16th Fl. 
Chicago. IL 60601 

(312) 701-2276 

Scotty's Castle— Death Valley Natl Monument 

Maintaining and Improving Facilities Providing Quality Visitor Services 

Bryce Canyon National Park 

Zion National Park 

Yellowstone National Park 

Grand Canyon National Park—North Rim 

Everglades National Park 



-Commentary-

Another Country, Another World 

Imagine a country the size of Wyoming with almost as many types of terrain 
as the entire United States. Imagine a place with peoples so diverse that its 
Congress has simultaneous translations in five languages. Imagine a canyon 
park as awesome as our Grand Canyon. 

The country is Yugoslavia. It may not be known as an economic leader 
among nations, but it ranks at the top when it comes to environmental 
thinking. Yugoslavia is protecting its natural and cultural diversity in 19 
national parks—a laudable amount for so compact an area. It is trying to 
protect the Adriatic Sea and its spectacular coastline from the pollutions of 
the Mediterranean; and it is concerned about park overuse to the extent that 
the government hopes to add 15 more parks by the year 2000, thus doubling 
the protected acreage. 

For these and many other reasons, it was natural for Yugoslavia to bring 
together journalists from all over the world to talk of tourism, ecology, and 
development under the auspices of the Yugoslavian government and tourism 
representatives. The meeting was part promotional , part self-assessment, and 
wholly candid. Conservationists focus on environmental issues. But govern
mental agencies often tend to gloss over environmental problems and too 
many newspaper editors look only for subjects with greater headline appeal. 
This conference was different. The Yugoslavs worked to assess their role in 
environmental protection and the journalists explored their role in tourism 
and the environment. 

Comments from the 200 journalists present covered the spectrum, from 
complaints that restaurants should be more culturally aware by offering local 
dishes, not just hamburgers , to cautions that buildings should not be con
structed on the water 's edge. An Austrian journalist suggested that structures 
should be in keeping with the local ecological and cultural heritage. A 
respected Egyptian journalist added a deeper note of concern when he asked 
w h y the developed world would use the Third World as its dumping ground 
for nuclear waste. In the end, someone proposed a resolution based on the 
premise that tourism may be a danger to the world 's environment unless 
visitor, concessioner, and government are made aware of the problems of 
visitor use and overuse. 

Somehow, this was not what I had expected. The tourist businesses and 
Yugoslavian government had invited journalists to come, to see, to enjoy, to 
critique. And we did. Often such conferences avoid hard questions. Unfortu
nately, U.S. journalists are less and less able to get the ear of an editor or 
publisher unless they report the sensational. Journalists at this conference 
actually felt they had a responsibility to pursue environmental issues. 

As I flew back to the United States, I read on the front page of the Financial 
Times of Europe that the mayor of Venice announced that tourism, which is 
wearing out the cultural resources of this city, would be limited to 50,000 
daily visitors. As I read of the mayor 's concerns, I thought of our national 
parks. I wondered if our government is really sensitive to the growing impact 
of tourism. And I wondered if the problems of visitor use would be put on 
hold by journalists until the problem becomes sensational enough to report 
that "Thousands Are Turned Back at Yellowstone." 
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The Latest Word. 

Interior Plan Would Trade Off 
Mineral Rights in Arctic Refuge 
As discussion in Congress 
over the fate of the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge 
(ANWR) moves slowly, a 
new development has fu
eled the controversy. The 
Interior Department con
ducted secret meetings in 
late July with six groups 
representing 18 Alaskan 
native corporations to of
fer mineral rights on more 
than 160,000 acres in 
ANWR in return for sur
face rights on 900,000 
acres of native-owned 
land in other Alaskan 
refuges. The native 
groups have plans to 
lease the ANWR land to 
major oil companies. 

Congress has not au
thorized drilling in the 
ecologically sensitive 
area, and members of 
Congress were quick to 
criticize the presumptu
ous action taken by the 
Interior Department. 
Representative George 
Miller (D-Calif.) accused 
the department of 
"usurping Congress's au
thority" and requested an 
investigation of the plan. 
In a response, Interior 
Secretary Donald Hodel 
said in writing that no 
exchange will occur ex
cept by congressional ac
tion. 

During June and July, 
the Senate Subcommittee 
on Public Lands, Na
tional Parks and Forests 
held hearings for envi
ronmentalists, oil compa
nies, and Alaska native 
groups to present their 
interest in the refuge. 

At this writing, Con
gress has planned for cer
tain Senate and House 

committees to travel to 
the refuge and to Prud-
hoe Bay to meet with 
groups presenting spe
cific arguments on both 
the development and 
conservation sides of the 
controversy. 

Park Overflight 
Bill Passes 
Both Houses 
The Senate and House 
have now passed identi
cal legislation restricting 
aircraft overflights of na
tional park areas. This 
comes as good news for 
NPCA and other envi
ronmental groups who 
have been working to 
have Congress address 
this problem. 

The Senate in late July 
passed its version of the 
aircraft overflight bill. 
The House had approved 
a slightly different ver
sion in May. On August 
3, the House accepted 
and passed the Senate 
version. 

The legislation requires 
the Secretary of the Inte
rior to conduct studies to 
determine proper mini
mum overflight altitudes 
above national park ar
eas. Studies of overflight 
problems must begin in 
six specific parks—Hale-
akala, Hawaii Volcanoes, 
Yosemite, Glacier, Mt. 
Rushmore, and Cumber
land Island—and in at 
least four other national 
park units. 

The bill also gives the 
Secretary of the Interior 
30 days to draw up rec
ommendations for air

craft management at 
Grand Canyon National 
Park and submit them to 
the Federal Aviation Ad
ministration (FAA), 
which will review them 
for aviation safety and 
implement a final plan. 

Grand Canyon is being 
handled separately since 
studies have been com
pleted during the past 
year, and noise intrusion 
and safety concerns there 
have been widely publi
cized. Last summer, 25 
persons were killed when 
two tour aircraft collided 
over the canyon. 

The most controversial 
section of the new leg
islation prohibits flights 
below the canyon rim 
and in certain areas that 
will be designated as 
flight-free zones, except 
for purposes of adminis
tration and emergency 
operations. 

NPCA is pleased with 
this final version of the 
overflight bill, which in
cludes many of the ideas 
suggested by NPCA Cali
fornia/Southwest Re
gional Representative 
Russ Butcher. 

Big Cypress 
Land Exchange 
Held Up 
For more than 50 years, 
NPCA has worked to 
protect the fragile Ever
glades ecosystem. Big 
Cypress National Pre
serve—adjacent to Ever
glades National Park— 
was established in 1974 to 
protect critical watershed 
and habitat for the en
dangered Florida panther. 

New legislation, which 
would expand the pre

serve by 136,000 acres, 
passed the House in 
March. The Senate ver
sion, S. 90, has yet to 
reach the floor of the 
Senate. 

The Senate bill has 
been held up pending the 
consideration of two land 
exchange proposals put 
forth as alternatives to 
purchasing the property. 
The Collier family has 
made an offer that in
cludes 118,000 acres of 
prized Everglades habitat 
and nearly $50 million in 
exchange for the 103-acre 
Phoenix Indian School in 
Phoenix, Arizona. 

The school is adminis
tered by another Interior 
agency, the Bureau of In
dian Affairs (BIA). The 
BIA recently recom
mended that the school 
be closed; and, because 
the school property is 
commercially develop
able and well-located 
within the city, it is con
sidered prime real estate. 

In June, the Phelps 
Dodge Corporation put 
forth a competing ex
change proposal whose 
major provisions include 
311,000 acres in Arizona 
and New Mexico, and 
$15 million. Phelps 
Dodge has requested that 
its proposal receive fair 
consideration. 

While both proposals' 
lands are nationally sig
nificant, NPCA recently 
testified before the House 
Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs that, 
given its longstanding 
commitment to preserve 
the Everglades ecosys
tem, it believes that ac
quisition of the Florida 
lands is a higher national 
priority. 
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NPCA Hosts 
Conference For 
NPS Friends 

From July 26-29 in 
Leesburg, Virginia, the 
NPS and NPCA co-
hosted a conference enti
tled "That's What 
Friends Are For" to share 
information on organiz
ing and sustaining local 
citizens' support groups 
for park areas around the 
country. 

Friends—citizen activ
ists—and experts joined 
in workshops and heard 
case studies to learn 
where and when public 
involvement is most ef
fective. Sessions were 
held on leadership, con
flict resolution, market
ing and public relations, 
fundraising, and other 
aspects of grassroots co
ordination. 

Conferees included 
more than 100 park su
perintendents, regional 
staff, and representatives 
from park support 
groups. According to 
Laura Loomis, NPCA's 
director of grassroots, 
"The conference pro
vided an opportunity to 
begin a regular exchange 
of ideas between park en
thusiasts and park man
agers on how they can 
work together most ef
fectively for the parks." 

NPCA Testifies 
To Protect 
Geothermal Areas 
NPCA testified recently 
before House and Senate 
subcommittees to point 
out problems that NPCA 
has with H.R. 2794 and S. 
1006, bills containing 

amendments to the Geo
thermal Steam Act of 
1970. 

Conservationists are 
concerned that our coun
try's significant geother
mal features may be ad
versely affected or 
destroyed altogether by 
geothermal exploitation, 
especially in areas adja
cent to our national 
parks. Thanks to the ef
forts of Senator Howard 
Metzenbaum (D-Ohio), a 
provision in the 1986 
Continuing Resolution 
required the National 
Park Service to study 22 
national park units and 
to specify which have 
"significant" geothermal 
features. 

The NPS list failed to 
include two geothermal 
areas—at Lake Mead Na
tional Recreation Area 
and at Big Bend National 
Park—that are significant 
because of their endan
gered species habitat. The 
Interior Department felt 
they were already pro
tected under separate 
federal laws. 

NPCA is urging that 
the two areas be placed 
back on the list because 
the geothermal springs 
are scientifically signifi
cant and meet the criteria 
specified in the Continu
ing Resolution. 

NPCA is also con
cerned that Crater Lake 
National Park will not be 
listed. The NPS post
poned a decision on Cra
ter Lake pending the out
come of studies to locate 
thermal inputs into the 
lake. 

The association urged 
that Crater Lake be han
dled as a model for future 
NPS responses to geo

thermal development ad
jacent to parks, and that 
no new leases or drill 
permits be issued while 
studies are in progress. 

Lastly, the Church 
Universal and Trium
phant owns property ad
jacent to Yellowstone and 
intends to drill and de
velop a well on La Duke 
Hot Springs. This hot 
spring may connect with 
thermal features in Yel
lowstone National Park. 

NPCA recommends 
that a boundary change 
and funds be authorized 
to bring the property into 
the park. If this is not 
feasible, NPCA recom
mends that Congress 
condemn the geothermal 
drilling rights of the 
church, in the interest of 
saving our country's fin
est and most famous geo
thermal area. 

Forum Set Up To 
Protect Western 
Hemisphere Parks 
NPCA, the National 
Parks and Environment 
Foundation of Panama, 
and the Canadian Parks 
and Wilderness Society 
recently announced the 
establishment of an in
ternational forum to 
bring together conserva
tion groups throughout 
the western hemisphere 
on issues affecting na
tional parks, wilderness 
preservation, and wildlife 
protection. 

The gathering of orga
nizations from North, 
Central, and South 
America is scheduled to 
take place in Estes Park, 
Colorado, on September 
16 and 17 in conjunction 

with the fourth World 
Wilderness Congress. By 
combining their re
sources, these groups ex
pect to be better able to 
meet the objectives of the 
World Conservation 
Strategy. 

In NPCA President 
Paul Pritchard's words, 
"We have long felt that 
political boundaries ig
nore the ecological reali
ties of our common natu
ral resources." 

Great Basin 
Dedicated As 49th 
National Park 
NPCA devoted consider
able effort during the 
99th Congress to ensure 
the creation of our coun
try's 49th national park— 
Great Basin National 
Park. The park legislation 
was signed on October 
27,1986. 

The National Park Ser
vice scheduled dedication 
ceremonies for the new 
park on August 15 in 
Baker, Nevada. The 
event will include re
marks and historical per
spectives by featured 
speakers, including mem
bers of Congress. A bar
becue and festivities, 
hosted by local groups, 
will follow. 

"Great Basin is a true 
citizen's park," said 
NPCA President Paul 
Pritchard. "Grassroots ef
forts were led by Dr. 
Robert Waite over 20 
years ago. More recently, 
the Ely Chamber of Com
merce and other environ
mental groups joined 
NPCA in the effort to 
create this important 
unit." 
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feedback 
We're interested in what you have to 
say. Write NPCA Feedback, 1015 
Thirty-first St., NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20007. (Letters may be edited for 
space considerations.) 

Taxing Recreation 
If all the national park fees were re
tained by the NPS, the present fees 
would probably give us the most ex
quisitely managed National Park 
System in the world. Since most of 
these funds go into the general bud
get of the United States, a tax on 
recreation, relaxation, family, and 
individual enjoyment is totally un
acceptable. 

Neil F. Murphy, Great Smoky 
Mtn. Park Commission 
Bristol, Tennessee 

The Powers That Be 
Robert and Patricia Cahn's "Dis
puted Territory" article in the May/ 
June issue of National Parks hit it 

right on the nose. Many of us career 
National Park Service employees, 
active and retired, are painfully 
aware of the Reagan Administra
tion's inimical attitude toward all 
things environmental. 

Our short-lived pleasure at Mott's 
appointment as the NPS director 
was tempered by our knowledge of 
Reagan's record as governor of Cali
fornia and his statements that "trees 
cause air pollution" and "you see 
one redwood and you've seen 'em 
all." 

Our fear, since confirmed, was 
that despite Mott's excellent creden
tials as a professional park manager, 
he would not be permitted to man
age the NPS. 

Nathan B. Golub 
Washington Crossing, Penn. 

Robert Cahn's article "Takeover at 
the Park Service" in the March/ 
April issue was informative and 
somewhat scary. Mr. Mott's "team-
player" attitude needs adjustment. 
Dedicated Park Service employees 
need him on their team. Without 

these good people in the field, the 
destructive policies of this adminis
tration will succeed. 

Joan S. Ferranti 
Medford, New Jersey 

Dubious Designations 
I just read the list of legislation 
NPCA will champion in the 100th 
Congress and was surprised to see 
included the creation of a national 
historical site for Richard Nixon. 
Are you serious? 

Karen Jettmar 
Yakutat, Alaska 

NPCA supports the establishment of 
Nixon, Ford, and Carter national his
toric sites for their historical and edu
cational values. 

—the Editors 

It was interesting to read your article 
on New Mexico's El Malpais [May/ 
June 1987]. I was one of the few who 
began to visit the area during the 
1970s. I spent countless nights under 
the stars while exploring its lava 
tubes, ice caves, and Indian ruins. 

FROM THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY AND ACADEMIC PRESS 
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A sickness hit my stomach when I 
read the sentence, "though the high
way is used by thousands. . . . " I 
then realized what a national monu
ment designation would mean. 

I can visualize the area 15 years 
from now: paved roads, concession
ers, campsites, trash, privies, and 
rangers in patrol cars issuing cita
tions. Is designation as part of the 
National Park System always a good 
thing? 

Jeff Connor, NPS 
Canyonlands NP, Utah 

Panther Encounters 
Recently, I had the distinct pleasure 
of reading your March/April 1987 
issue. I enjoyed the magazine from 
cover to cover. 

However, I wish to take exception 
to the Florida panther article 
["NPCA Report," page 45, which 
states that the panther ranges only 
in southernmost Florida]. In No
vember 1985, a friend and I sighted a 
panther just north of the Suwannee 
River while hunting in the Fishbone 
Creek area. The animal stopped in 

the forest road, looked at us, then 
quickly disappeared into the swamp. 
I have seen the Florida panther in 
wildlife exhibits and the western 
cougar in the wild, so there was no 
mistake. 

I reported this sighting to the 
Game and Freshwater Fish Commis
sion. A quick reference to a map will 
show that the Suwannee is approxi
mately 300 miles from the Cork
screw Swamp, so the panther I saw 
was from the north-central region of 
Florida. 

Rex Smallwood 
Tampa, Florida 

A Sense of Loss 
It was with a great sense of personal 
loss and grief that I learned, from the 
May/June issue, of the death of 
James V Murfin. 

Jim was particularly close to me 
since we were colleagues during our 
days with the NPS. Through his ef
forts I was able to publish several 
materials for various cooperating 
associations throughout the Park 
Service. Jim was also responsible for 

my joining NPCA, which I will 
never regret. 

Burton V. Coale 
Council Bluffs, Iowa 

Urban Escape 
I've discovered you don't have to go 
into the wilderness to find remote 
national park areas. There is one in 
the Boston area—the Frederick Law 
Olmsted National Historic Site. Af
ter a transit ride and a hilly hike 
along winding, residential streets, a 
friend and I arrived at the home of 
the famous landscape architect to 
discover we were its lone guests. 

It was like visiting an old friend's 
place. The ranger invited us to drop 
our heavy coats and relax in a 
glassed-in parlor bathed in winter 
sunlight. After leading us on a tour 
of Olmsted's studios and offices, he 
called a cab and sent us away with 
complimentary copies of National 
Parks. 

It was the most soothing urban 
park visit I've ever made. 

Wayne Adam 
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada 

In America's national parks, 
you'll never have to "rough it" alone. 

.. . Providing quality medical care to visitors at the Grand Canyon, 
Yosemite and Glen Canyon National Recreation Area, and training rangers 

at more than 300 national parks nationwide. 

Samaritan Health Service 
National Parks Division 



Training 
Your Eye 
Taking good photographs 
requires more than 
just knowing which 
buttons to push 

by George Miller 
photographs by Bernhard Suess 

T he practiced eye of the pho
tographer learns to see any 

scene—whether a simple chair or a 
stormy seascape—as elements of 
shape, form, texture, color, and 
lines. 

Shape becomes a two-dimen
sional quality that can be thought of 
as the outline of an object. Form is 
the three-dimensional property of 
an object or scene. Texture expresses 
surface qualities. Color directs our 
attention to specific areas of the pic
ture, and lines direct eye flow 
throughout the picture. 

You will find that after you have 
been taking pictures for a while, you 
can sense your eye learning to see 
differently. 

COMPOSITION 

The following guidelines for compo
sition will help you arrange picture 
elements in a dynamic manner. 

Simplify the picture so that the 
subject stands out dramatically. 

Looking through Double "O" Arch at Arches National Park 

Even with a single, strong subject, a 
photograph can fail if the back
ground or other objects in the pic
ture are distracting. For example, a 
picture of a bird in a tree may lose 
its appeal because of a confusing ar
ray of branches. 

A photograph of a flower or per
son that is shot with a dark back
ground creates a more appealing im
age than one taken with a bright 
background. Whenever possible, 
strive for a simple background that 
is darker than the subject. 

It is natural when composing a 
picture to want the subject to be in 
the center of the viewfinder. Invari
ably, beginning photographers will 
put people's heads in the center 
(even at the expense of cutting off 
their feet), and horizons or vertical 
lines will bisect the frame. 

For a more interesting, involving 
picture, keep the subject away from 
dead center. Horizons should never 
cut the picture in half but should be 
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placed in the lower or upper third of 
the frame. Dominant verticals 
should be off center to the right or 
left. The goal is to avoid static place
ment of the primary picture ele
ments. The eye should flow easily 
and naturally to the major point of 
interest and through the picture. 

When you focus your camera, 
mentally divide the frame into 
thirds, both horizontally and verti
cally. Place the subject at the inter
section of one of these imaginary 
lines. The subject should have 
plenty of room to move in the photo 
and any motion should be directed 
into, not out of, the picture. 

EYE F L O W 

A photograph with a lot of visual 
interest is usually one that exerts a 
strong control over eye flow. The 
viewer's eyes normally fall first on 
the foreground. A strong foreground 
image captures the eye immediately 
and directs it toward the subject. 

The viewer's eyes will then exam
ine the subject and explore the rest 
of the picture. Lines that lead to
ward infinity gently direct eye flow 
from subject to background. Diag
onal and repetitive lines and S-
curves are strong picture elements 
that the eye follows easily. 

Objects arranged in a geometric 
pattern add visual strength to a pho 
tograph by keeping the eye flowing 
around the pattern and returning to 
the subject. A triangular compo
sition produces a strong and directed 
eye flow through the picture. The 
pattern may be developed by any 
three complementary elements: 
three people, three flowers, or a per
son, reflection, and a rock. 

Another way to direct eye flow is 
by framing. Objects in the fore
ground, either at the top, bot tom, or 
sides of the photo, direct the eye 
away from the edge. The framing 
object must be of insignificant inter
est and not detract from the subject. 
Silhouettes or simple vertical or hor
izontal objects properly placed make 
effective framing elements. A com
monly used framing element is a 
tree limb. Since the eye focuses on 
bright areas in a photo, shadows can 
also frame a picture, as do windows, 
doorways, and arches. 

Devil's Garden Trail 

T H E CREATIVE EYE 

A dynamic photograph is artfully 
composed, and it is also the personal 
expression of the photographer. An 
exercise that will help you make 
your pictures more compelling is to 
mentally write a caption for a pho to 
graph before you take it. 

This technique will help you or
ganize your impressions so that the 
camera becomes an extension of 
your senses. 

Remember, the camera sees in two 
dimensions while our eyes see in 
three dimensions; therefore, the spa
tial perception is distorted. Objects 
separated by distance in real life, 
such as a tree and a person's head, 
may merge in a photograph. 

O n e way to create a visually 
stimulating image is to shoot the 
photo from an angle other than the 
common line of sight. Most of us are 
accustomed to seeing life at eye 
level, so pictures from a low or high 
angle will offer a more interesting 
perspective. 

After all, a scene that does not 
capture your eye cannot capture 
your imagination. 

George Miller teaches nature photog
raphy in Texas. 

These photographs, taken at Arches 
National Park by Bernhard Suess, are 
interesting in many of the ways out
lined by George Miller. For instance, 
"Looking Through Double 'O' Arch 
Toward Finn Canyon" (far left), is a 
tour de force of framing; note the flat
tening effect of the shadows on the 
rock in the foreground. 

In "Devil's Garden Trail" (left), the 
viewer's eye is led around the curve of 
the cliff and into infinity by the dirt 
road. The shadows of the bushes on 
the right and the rocks on the left in
vade the road area, causing the eye to 
move laterally through the picture. The 
composition of the cliffs and road also 
follows the "rule of thirds." 

The textures of the rock, sky, sand, 
and vegetation unify the surface of 
"Double 'O ' Arch" (below), and keep 
the eye moving throughout the picture. 
Repetitive lines, objects, or bright areas 
in the picture would also have the 
same effect. 

Double "O" Arch 

This has been excerpted with per
mission from Texas Photo Safaris, writ
ten by George Miller, published by 
Texas Monthly Press, 1986. 
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World Parks 
Environmentalists, including those 
representing national park systems 
from around the world, will be meeting 
this month in Fort Collins, Colorado, 
to examine the future of wildlands at 
the fourth World Wilderness Con
gress. On the agenda will be initiatives 
for a world conservation bank and a 
global inventory of ecosystems. 

As the world becomes smaller and 
more interconnected, NPCA realizes 
that our concern for parks can no lon
ger be limited to national parks in the 
United States. With this essay we be
gin an overview of representative park 
systems of the world. 

International 
Defense 
IUCN—a union that 
ranks protecting wildlands 
with world peace 

T he International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and 

Natural Resources (IUCN) is the 
world's largest and most experienced 
international conservation alliance. 
IUCN is also one of the world's best-
kept conservation secrets. 

Founded in 1948, IUCN's mission 
is to promote the optimal relation
ship between the human population 
and the natural world by coordinat
ing international conservation activ
ities and by attracting financial and 
other support. Its membership in
cludes 116 of the world's 160 gov
ernments. This number consists of 
57 central governments; and 126 
government agency members, in
cluding the National Park Service; 
and 342 nongovernmental agency 
representatives, such as NPCA, Na
tional Audubon, and the New York 
Zoological Society. 

The Union, whose headquarters 
are in Switzerland, is governed 
democratically by its General As
sembly. IUCN is probably best 
known for its U.N.-related work, 
such as the World Heritage program 
and the Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species, which 
has protected species as diverse as 
sea turtles and elephants. 

Besides identifying and acting to 

by Harold Eidsvik 

correct such problems, IUCN has a 
mandate to analyze the status of re
sources and inform the global com
munity of problems and solutions. 
These functions are based on the 
work of a worldwide network of 
more than 2000 volunteer experts 
who—through research and scien
tific knowledge—function as 
IUCN's eyes and ears. 

The Union's work, which includes 
some 300 field programs in any 
given year, concentrates upon major 
themes: tropical forests, wetlands, 
deserts, marine zones, and popula
tion, among others. 

Nations may focus on domestic 
conservation policies, but IUCN can 
look at the global conservation pic
ture. That picture shows nations 
struggling with survival; and these 
nations cannot afford to focus on 
pure wildland protection. 

B ecause IUCN recognized that 
only 10 to 20 percent of most 

countries will be dedicated to na
tional parks and other protected ar
eas, it launched a new strategy in 
1980. This plan—the World Con
servation Strategy—stresses the 
need for sound ecological manage
ment of developed areas as well as 
protected places. The World Con

servation Strategy sets out three pri
mary objectives: 
• preservation of genetic diversity; 
• maintenance of essential ecological 
systems; and, 
• discriminative use of species and 
ecosystems that will keep those spe
cies and ecosystems at sustainable 
levels. (For instance, in a forest 
whose trees mature in 50 years, sus
tainable levels would allow harvest
ing one-fifth of the trees every ten 
years.) In addition, the World Con
servation Strategy states that con
servation will not be sustainable 
without development, and develop
ment will not be sustainable without 
conservation. 

Dr. Roderick Nash has said, 
"Wilderness is a full-stomach phe
nomenon." Thus nations without 
development to sustain their econo
mies are unlikely to sustain pro
tected areas. Africa, unfortunately, 
is rife with these situations; Tanza
nia, Zaire, and Mozambique are ex
amples of such nations. 

On the development side, a his
tory of ghost towns has followed 
North America's mineral extraction 
programs. Fisheries are depleted and 
forest-based communities die be
cause sustainable development poli
cies are not followed. 
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In protected areas where zebras and cattle—the wild and the domestic—compete, 
the IUCN is dedicated to "making conservation and development coexist." But 
conservation principles are foremost, as demonstrated by CITES, the IUCN pro
gram that has fought the killing of and international trade in endangered species. 

The 1982 World Park Congress in 
Bali chose "Parks for Sustainable 
Development" as its theme. The 
words were not wisely chosen. A 
more accurate theme would have 
been "The Role of Parks in Sustain
ing Society." 

The World Bank believes that 
parks do play a crucial role in sus
taining development and society. 
The Bank suggests that "preserving 
ecological diversity is important be
cause of the economic potential of 
species that are currently undiscov
ered, undervalued, or underuti
lized." 

The Bank goes on to say that "less 
than 20 percent of the world's plant 
and animal species have ever been 
inventoried, and even fewer 
screened for human uses. They, 
therefore, present valuable develop
ment opportunities if they are not 
irreversibly destroyed. In addition, 
there are important scientific, es
thetic, ethical, and practical reasons 
to avoid the extinction of the re
maining biotic stock. "Wildland 
management is the only technically 
and economically feasible means of 
preserving most of the world's exist
ing biological diversity." 

Another major reason why the 
World Bank endorses policies to 

protect wildlands is because these 
areas provide "environmental ser
vices." As it relates to water, the 
concept of environmental services 
includes improving water availabil
ity for agriculture, industry, or hu
man consumption; reducing sedi
mentation of reservoirs and harbors; 
improving water quality; and pro
viding habitat for economically im
portant fisheries species. 

No matter what the situation of 
a given country, we must 

work to make conservation and 
development coexist. Yet, we need 
not forget any of our strongly held 
principles about wildlands and their 
preservation for future generations. 
We need not forget our strong dedi
cation to protection. 

The World Commission on Envi
ronment and Development recently 
completed Our Common Future, a 
major review of global resources 
done for the United Nations. The 
report reflects much of World Con
servation Strategy thinking; and the 
chapter on species and ecosystems 
relies heavily on work that was de
veloped by IUCN. 

The basic tenet is that conserva
tion must be placed on the global 
political agenda, along with ques

tions concerning population, energy, 
peace, and security. Some people 
may be uncomfortable with this 
kind of stature. 

But, unless conservation appears 
on the agenda of both the developed 
and the developing countries, it will 
remain a nonissue. If conservation 
does remain a nonissue, it will result 
in protected areas disappearing—a 
loss both for us and for future gen
erations. 

The mechanisms for funding 
global conservation must be found 
through multilateral development 
agencies, such as U.S. Agency for In
ternational Development (A.I.D.) 
and Canadian International Devel
opment Agency (CIDA); through 
the banks; and through political 
processes. 

Active conservationism will not 
happen simply because of the ideals 
that we hold. It will happen when 
those ideals are brought to bear on 
funding agencies and on the political 
process. It has begun and it must 
continue. 

Today, IUCN is a key medium for 
translating world needs into world 
actions. Its structure provides it with 
feet in both the developed and the 
developing worlds. If IUCN is to in
fluence the North American mind 
and, incidentally, its wallet, the 
organization must develop a new 
communications strategy. This need 
is apparent in even so simple an act 
as changing its name. In this respect, 
IUCN must follow the lead of the 
International Bank for Reconstruc
tion and Redevelopment—the 
agency which we know as the 
World Bank. 

IUCN should capitalize on its 
global role in developing the World 
Conservation Strategy. It should be
come the World Conservation Union 
and become recognized, in the 
minds of all nations, as an interna
tional forum and an agency for pre
serving the wealth of the Earth's re
sources. 

Harold Eidsvik is chairman of 
IUCN's Commission on National 
Parks and Protected Areas. He is se
nior policy advisor to Parks Canada 
and adjunct professor of wildland man
agement at University of Michigan. 

NATIONAL RAR.KS • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1987 13 

a 

C 



Kenneth Johnson 

China 

Panda 
Outposts 
by Gary Machlis <&> Kenneth Johnson 
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8 October 1986: Yesterday we left 
for Wolong Nature Reserve, driving 
out of Chengdu in a crowded 
Toyota van. The land is flat, with 
vegetable and rice crops everywhere. 
This is one of China 's "r icebowls," 
and the farmers seem prosperous. 
The road is congested with trucks, 
young boys driving gas-powered 
carts, an occasional motorcycle, 
buses, bicycles, and old people 
walking. We make several detours, 
and everywhere is construction. 

After two hours, the road climbs, 
and reaches the Min River. We stop 
at a small town for lunch, and con
tinue past minor hydro projects, an 
occasional sawmill. The homes now 
have thatch roofs (preferred over 
concrete or brick for better insula
tion qualities), and [growing] corn 
has replaced rice. The crop is just in, 
and corn, indigenous to the region, is 
hanging everywhere to dry—under 
eaves, on big drying racks, in attics 
and sheds. The fields are terraced up 
the hillsides—sometimes on very 
steep slopes—and the road is deteri
orating rapidly. 

After another two hours, we reach 
the junction of the Min and Gengda 
rivers, and follow the Gengda up its 
narrow valley. There is now an occa
sional forested area containing 
mostly deciduous broadleaf, with 
some bamboo. The road is difficult, 
the villagers more Qiong and less 
Han (the main ethnic group of 
China). Logging trucks with huge 
logs piled crazily go by (a main log
ging road splits the reserve). 

At last we come to the entrance of 
the Wolong Reserve: a long tunnel , 
and then a major hydroelectric dam 
under construction. Dam-bui lding, 
blasting, and road repair are every
where—some of the generated 
power is intended to lure the Qiong 
farmers down into the valley, off 
critical panda habitat to a new hous
ing area. The hillsides, often steep 
cliffs, are full of maples turning 
color and several species of bamboo. 

The Toyota takes a vicious 
bounce, and we blow a tire. We 

Originally a meat eater, the panda now 
survives on bamboo. It must keep its 
stomach full, eating up to 45 pounds 
daily and digesting only 17 percent. 

walk on—the air is clear and the 
scenery pleasing. Several more log
ging trucks pass us, and soon we are 
back in the repaired van. We cross 
the Gengda River on several bridges 
(mostly concrete, but some wood), 
and at last arrive at the research cen
ter. We are greeted by staff of the 
World Wildlife Fund (WWF), and a 
British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) crew filming a documentary. 

We take a rest after the punishing 
ride, followed by a tasty, hot 
Sichuan dinner. After dinner, we 
walk to the enclosures, and at last, 
see our first giant panda in China. 

—Gary Machlis 
excerpt from diary 

T he giant panda is a national 
treasure of China. Its black 

and white fur, massive yet cuddly 
physique, pseudo thumb, and depen
dence upon bamboo for food are 
wel l -known characteristics of this 
much-loved, endangered species. 

The panda is an "indicator spe
cies"—that is, its well being indi
cates the ecological health of other 
plants and animals (such as the 
threatened golden monkey, takin, 
and red panda) which depend upon 
the mounta in habitats of central 
China. These bamboo forests, which 
rival the tropics in their biological 
diversity, are the panda 's only re
maining home. While the giant pan
da's prehistoric range covered much 
of modern-day China, the animal 's 
available habitat has decreased 
steadily until only a small portion 
(approximately 30,000 km2 , or 11,600 
square miles) remains in the m o u n 
tains of Sichuan, Gansu, and 
Shaanxi provinces. 

The steep mountains that provide 
habitat for the giant panda were set
tled relatively recently in Chinese 
history. Now, there is such pressure 
on the remaining forested areas that 
the panda 's habitat is fast disappear
ing. The future of the giant panda is 
thus an important test of conserva
tion over the next century. 

The first westerner to discover the 
panda was Pere David, a missionary 
who , in 1868, was shown a skin and 
immediately set out to kill one of the 

elusive da xiong mao or "large bear
cats." He sent home bones and 
skins, and soon the race was on to 
be the first westerner to kill one for 
trophy. 

In 1936, Ruth Harkness, a Chicago 
socialite whose husband was killed 
during a panda expedition, set out to 
bring the first live panda out of 
China. She traveled through the 
most perilous parts of China to bring 
back to a Chicago zoo an infant 
panda named Su Lin. Su Lin at
tracted such attention that numer
ous zoos and museums soon orga
nized expeditions to Sichuan. 

By 1949, the year of the C o m m u 
nist Revolution, 73 pandas had left 
China, and many others had been 
killed. The revolution stopped ex
ports; and, by 1962, the State Coun
cil of the People's Republic offered 
regulatory protection for giant pan
das. In 1963, two small reserves were 
established. 

D uring the mid-1970s, several 
species of bamboo flowered, 

dispersed their seeds, and died as 
part of their natural cycle. More 
than 138 pandas starved to death, 
alarming officials in China and 
throughout the world to the extent 
that a major effort toward conserva
tion and research was begun. During 
the same period, relations with 
western nations improved, and the 
"open door" policy facilitated inter
national cooperation with the 
W W F , the international conserva
tion organization that has funded 
field research on the giant and red 
pandas, and the asiatic bear in China 
since 1980. 

By 1978,12 panda reserves had 
been established. Wolong, the larg
est at 2,000 km 2 (772 square miles), 
is also designated as an International 
Biosphere Reserve by the United 
Nations. 

Putt ing aside these lands required 
a major sacrifice of forestry produc
tion, capital investment, and local 
revenue. Many of the reserves were 
established prior to the Cultural 
Revolution that lasted from 1966-76, 
and were kept intact and managed 
by the provinces. The Cultural 
Revolution did, however, stop pro
fessional education for 10 years at 
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the height of the worldwide envi
ronmental movement, when other 
countries were making leaps for
ward in environmental science and 
management. 

It was not until the 1980s that 
China began to formulate a national 
policy on environmental matters af
fecting the reserves. Most reserves 
are under provincial or county con
trol; three are managed directly by 
the Ministry of Forestry in Beijing. 
The focus now is on preparing re
source management plans, training 
professional staff, and compiling de
tailed surveys of panda populations 
and habitat. 

T he fate of the giant panda is 
far from secure. One reason is 

that the panda is dependent entirely 
upon bamboo for food. Because 
bamboo grows abundantly through
out the panda's range, it usually pro
vides a dependable food source. But 
every 40 to 120 years, depending on 
the species, most bamboo in an area 
flowers and dies. The seedlings these 
plants produce take 10 to 15 years to 
grow large enough to provide food. 

In evolutionary terms, this syn
chronous flowering may benefit the 
panda. It provides an ecological 
"crunch" that intensifies natural se
lection, forces the panda to migrate, 
and mixes the gene pool. 

But today pandas have no place to 
go: villages, forestry operations, 
farms, and roads are encroaching 
from below, and alpine habitat— 
nothing more than rock and ice— 
extends above the panda's forested 
range. Now when the bamboo dies, 

pandas are often trapped on small, 
forested "islands" of dwindling 
habitat. 

In most reserves, giant pandas 
share the mountain habitat with lo
cal villagers who must graze their 
livestock, harvest crops, and cut fire
wood for cooking and heating. Re
settling the hillside farmers is one 
option. In Tangjiahe Reserve, 61 
families were moved from the re
serve at a cost of 1.1 million yuan 
($367,000 U.S.). Yet, vacant agricul
tural land is scarce and the need for 
revenue in this part of China is im
perative. This, combined with the 
villagers' resistance to resettlement 
and a lack of legal precedents, makes 
such moves difficult. 

At Wolong, the United Nations 
World Food Programme tried to re
locate villagers off the upper valleys 
by building apartments for the 
Qiong hill farmers. So far, none 
have been persuaded to move in. 
The farmers are reluctant to give up 
their traditional wooden homes, 
large enough to house even their an
imals, and move into the small, con
crete apartments that have been 
provided for them. 

Local villagers are not the only 
people sharing the land with the 
pandas. At Wolong, more than 300 
employees—from park rangers to 
road-maintenance crews—live 
within the reserve. Many are from 
the forest-cutting crews that worked 
the area before it was protected. 
There are two communes, schools, 
clinics, police stations, local courts, 
hotels, a research center, and road 
maintenance facilities. At Jiuzhaigou 

At Wolong Nature Reserve, typical 
bamboo and panda habitat means 
steep hillsides and very little sunshine. 

Reserve, tourism has brought 
needed jobs and income, as well as 
hotels, roads, trails, sewage-disposal 
problems, habitat disturbance, and 
backcountry impacts similar to 
those found in North American na
tional parks. 

Solving these problems will not 
be easy, but it will not be im

possible either. Chinese resource 
managers avidly seek training and 
exchanges in ecology, resource man
agement, and conservation tech
niques from other nations—oppor
tunities not permitted them during 
the Cultural Revolution. Adapting 
techniques from western national 
parks and forests to China's situa
tion might result in effective man
agement strategies that can save the 
panda. 

For example, the Chinese could 
implement a carefully planned forest 
management policy that might in
clude limiting road construction, 
slowing timber harvest schedules, 
leaving trees with panda dens, and 
replanting with local species. 

It is all too easy for Americans to 
urge and expect dramatic action 
from other countries to save the en
dangered species of the world. The 
giant panda is, in one sense, a 
"world species," well worthy of our 
interest. But the tradeoffs for its 
protection—beyond our financial 
donations—are largely borne by 
others. 

In the giant panda's case, it is the 
rural poor of China who must make 
sacrifices in order to save the spe
cies. And they are concerned about 
their own survival. 

Dr. Gary Machlis is associate profes
sor of forest resources and sociology at 
the University of Idaho. His work in 
China was sponsored by WWF and 
the National Park Service Interna
tional Affairs Office. 

Kenneth Johnson, faculty associate 
at the University of Tennessee, has 
served as a research zoologist with the 
WWF'/'China giant panda project for 
more than three years. 
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West Germany 

F rom the dark, twisted boughs 
found in Hansel and Gretel to 

redemptive images in Thomas Mann 
and Schiller, the forest and its mys
tique have been vital to the German 
culture. It is ironic, then, that 
waldsterben—forest death—is the 
central fact of German environmen
tal problems. The great stands of ev
ergreens in the famed Black and Ba
varian forests are losing needles, 
limbs, even root systems at ever-in
creasing rates; and air pollution is 
the major culprit. 

Densely populated Europe led the 
world into the Industrial Age during 
the latter half of the 19th century, 
and it was the first continent to suf
fer the effects of human-caused air 
pollution. Because of its central loca
tion, the consequences of pollution 
are most obvious and dramatic in 
Germany. How the country con
fronts waldsterben—which affects 
firs, pines, birches, oaks, in fact all 
of Germany's trees—may lead the 
way for the rest of us. 

In 1982, West Germany began 
monitoring forest damage, ranking 
forests in four stages of decline, ac
cording to the amount of leaf or nee
dle damage in each of the monitored 
forests. In that first year, 8 percent 
of the trees surveyed showed signs 
of disease. Three years later, in 1985, 
52 to 55 percent were obviously dis
eased. It is feared that more severe 

Green 
Devolution 

damage will lead to the death of 
these forest ecosystems. 

Species of trees naturally go 
through peaks and valleys of de
cline, and various forms of stress— 
drought, for example—can exacer
bate the problem of forest damage. 
The rate of decline in West Germany 
is so alarming, however, that scien
tists suspect that a number of factors 

With Bayerischer Wald (Bavarian For
est) behind, the scene is picturesque; 
but, since 1982, Bayerischer Wald Na
tional Park has used exhibits to explain 
why the trees are dying. 

have combined—with air pollution 
and acid deposition providing the 
coup de grace. 

—the Editors 
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Costa Rica 

Coast 
of Riches 
by Patricia & Robert Cahn 

I f world records were kept for 
developing a national park sys

tem in the shortest time and against 
most severe odds, it would probably 
belong to tiny Costa Rica. 

As recently as 1969, this Central 
American nation, not quite as big as 
West Virginia, was giving virtually 
no protection to its outstanding 
tropical forests and other unique va
rieties of plants and animals. Agri
culture, logging, mining, and other 
activities were devastating the natu
ral resources of this tropical country, 
known for its peaceful history and 
its environmental diversity. 

The nation had one small nature 
reserve and no national parks de
partment. Although a number of 
volcanic craters were listed on paper 
as national parks, they were given 
no protection. In fact, most Costa 
Ricans viewed nature preservation 
as superfluous. 

But by 1972, word of a miracle in 
national park development was 
broadcast at the Second World Con
gress on National Parks at Yellow
stone National Park. Costa Rica now 
had five duly established national 
parks, a Department of National 
Parks, and a small but growing con
stituency of political leaders and cit
izens supporting the parks. 

By 1975, four more major parks 
had been added, and by 1978, its na
tional park service had a million-

dollar budget, several employees in 
the field, and eight percent of the 
country was protected in 20 national 
parks and biological reserves. The 
percentage of land protected by 
Costa Rica's national park system in 
these few years was seven times 
more than the percentage of land set 
aside for parks in the United States 
during more than a century. 

Compared with our parks, Costa 
Rica's are understaffed, and primi
tively managed; many are difficult 
to reach; interpretation is rare; hotels 
are not allowed within the parks; 
and camp sites are available in only a 
few parks. But by the standards of a 
developing nation, Costa Rica's 
parks and park system are above av
erage—and the scenic beauty and 
the opportunity to experience spec
tacular tropical flora and fauna in 
wilderness settings are among the 
best in the world. 

As part of the biogeographical 
land bridge between North and 
South America, Costa Rica has an 
abundance of natural resources in
cluding unspoiled tropical forests 
where the rich biological diversity 
assures the continuing existence of 
gene pools that may be vital to the 
future of mankind. The small coun
try has 850 bird species (more than 
in all of the United States and Can
ada combined); 237 mammal species, 
including endangered cats; 210 rep

tile species; 150 amphibian species; 
more than 800 butterfly species; and 
2,500 native tree species—twice as 
many as in the continental United 
States. Many of these species are 
able to survive only because their 
habitat is now protected in the Na
tional Park System. 

Costa Rica's park system was 
built on the concept of preserv

ing the best examples of the coun
try's varied ecosystems. Tortuguero 
on the Caribbean coast protects one 
of the world's finest nesting sites of 
the endangered green turtle. Corco-
vado, on the Pacific Ocean, is a sam
ple of the rapidly disappearing low
land neotropical rainforest. Santa 
Rosa preserves a rich piece of tropi
cal dry forest (which has no rainfall 
during part of the year), the nesting 
grounds of the endangered Ridley 
sea turtle, and a historic battle
ground steeped in patriotic symbol
ism for Costa Ricans. 

Years of research by U.S. and Eu
ropean scientists helped to build 
public awareness of the country's 
rich natural heritage. The phenome
non of national park growth, how
ever, is mostly the work of two 
young Costa Ricans, Mario Boza 
and Alvaro Ugalde. 

On a 1968 field trip to Great 
Smoky Mountains National Park, 
Boza—then a 27-year-old graduate 
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forestry student—was inspired to 
switch his career to park manage
ment so he could try to establish a 
national park system in Costa Rica. 
He enlisted Ugalde, then 24, in the 
cause and both received training in a 
course for park managers sponsored 
by the U.S. National Park Service, 
Parks Canada, and the University of 
Michigan. 

When a national parks depart
ment was established in the Agricul
ture Ministry under the Forest Ser
vice in 1970, Boza became its first 
employee. Ugalde worked as a vol
unteer, trying to create the first 
planned and protected park at the 
Santa Rosa National Monument, 
where the dry tropical forest was 
being damaged by squatters, cattle 
grazing, and fires set by farmers. 

Boza and Ugalde worked tirelessly 
to gain support from Costa Rican 

scientific organizations, the press, 
and political leaders. Through their 
wheeling and dealing, and with 
valuable lobbying help from the first 
lady, American-born Karen Olsen 
de Figueres, national parks were es
tablished in 1970 at Poas Volcano, 
Tortuguero, and Cahuita by execu
tive decree of the president. Santa 
Rosa was decreed in 1971, and later 
the Legislative Assembly (Congress) 
passed laws giving permanent pro
tection to these parks. Boza also or
ganized a national park service and 
became its director. 

The young park service received 
even stronger support in 1974 from 
the newly elected president, Daniel 
Oduber—who, before his election, 
had been thought to be against more 
parks—and the park service and sys
tem were enlarged. 

Ugalde became director of the 

Red-backed squirrel (above), spider, 
and howler monkeys thrive in the iso
lated splendor of Corcorvado. 

park service in 1974, after Boza re
signed to develop a school of envi
ronmental sciences at the National 
University. Boza also worked to 
promote the parks through educa
tional activities. 

During the ensuing four years, 
400,000 acres were added to 

the national park system, including 
establishment of Corcovado, one of 
the world's finest tropical 
rainforests. And Ugalde convinced 
the government to spend more than 
$1.2 million to relocate squatters. 

Costa Rica's national parks mir
acle is real. For example, Poas 
presents a remarkable opportunity 
to observe the scenic beauty and 
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wildlife of a cloud forest. The park, 
built around one of the country's 
major active volcanoes, is near San 
Jose, the capital, and is crowded by 
local people on any holiday. 

At Tortuguero, on the border of 
Nicaragua, the dense rain forest 
teems with tanagers, oropendulas, 
trogons, manakins, and other color
ful birds. Puma, jaguar, and ocelots 
also thrive there. And the river and 
palm swamps provide habitat for 
manatee and caimans, as well as 
thousands of wading birds. At 
Cahuita, a seashore park farther 
south toward Panama, visitors can 
snorkel along a coral reef and ob
serve rare species, such as three-toed 
sloths, in the bordering forest. 

Corcovado—so isolated that it at
tracts more researchers than tour
ists—contains more than 500 tree 
species, some of them towering 
above 200 feet. There, the jungle is 
alive with the antics of spider and 
howler monkeys. It is also a birders' 
paradise with more than 285 species. 
Scarlet macaws, endangered 
throughout Central America, are 
abundant in Corcovado, where a 
group of about 40 noisily settle 
down to roost each evening in a tall 
tree near the park headquarters. 

In 1982, Ugalde took temporary 
leave from the park service to orga
nize and head the National Parks 
Foundation, as a means of raising 
funds to purchase the 20 percent of 
land within the parks still in private 
ownership. The Foundation also 

worked to identify and protect small 
natural areas containing important 
ecological features. 

Ugalde returned to active duty as 
parks director for 18 months late in 
1984 to lead a successful campaign 
to relocate more than 1,400 gold 
miners who had settled in Corco
vado National Park since 1980, after 
some gold was discovered in park 
stream beds. A 1985 study commis
sioned by the Costa Rican park ser
vice and the World Wildlife Fund 
showed that the gold miners had 
come close to destroying all the 
aquatic ecosystems in the southern 
third of the park, and had eliminated 
many of the game animals. 

U galde and Boza are now presi
dent and executive director of 

Neotropica, a new nongovernmental 
organization dealing with conserva
tion and sustainable development. 
Neotropica has taken over the activ
ities that were formerly handled by 
the National Parks Foundation and 
is helping the government to create 
a national conservation strategy. 

In recent times, Costa Rica's era of 
national parks growth has been run
ning into difficulty. Like most Cen
tral American countries, it is in a se
vere economic decline due to high 
oil prices and lack of markets for its 
exports, and funds for conservation 
are limited. The parks are also 
threatened by adjacent deforestation 
and agricultural activities. 

The population of Costa Rica is 

Throughout Costa Rica's park system, 
primitive roads are only one of the 
challenges faced by resource managers. 

growing rapidly, more land is 
needed for agriculture, and lumber 
is needed for housing. The lush for
ests, which covered 65 percent of 
Costa Rica in 1940, are being lost at a 
faster rate than in any other Latin 
American country. They now cover 
only 26 percent of the land, and 
most of the best remaining lumber 
lies within Costa Rica's na
tional parks. 

The 1985 study stated that the 
timber in Corcovado was already 
worth more than gold, and con
cluded: "Within the next 20-30 
years, Costa Rica's parks will be
come storehouses of incredibly valu
able resources which will be ever 
more desired by the commercial in
clinations of the country." 

Despite Costa Rica's problems, 
park expansion has not stopped. On 
July 26, 1987, President Oscar Arias 
Sanchez announced the purchase of 
a 38,000-acre addition to Santa Rosa 
National Park, and establishment of 
a protected zone in a large adjacent 
area needed for a projected 
Guanacaste National Park. The 
Guanacaste project, inspired by the 
work of American scientist Daniel 
Janzen over 20 years, proposes dur
ing the next century to restore the 
original tropical dry forest habitat in 
the region, which has been farmed 
extensively. This 173,000-acre 
Guanacaste National Park would in
clude the present Santa Rosa Na
tional Park. 

Ugalde and Boza spend much of 
their time these days working with 
Neotropica in the effort to convince 
Costa Ricans to adopt a national 
sustainable development policy that 
can be supported by their economy. 
The usually optimistic Ugalde views 
this educational task as extremely 
difficult, but vital. "Unless the soci
ety behaves differently with regards 
to the environment," he says, "the 
parks are doomed." 

Contributing editors Pat and Bob 
Cahn have investigated national parks 
throughout the world, including visits 
to many of Costa Rica s parks. 
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Kenya 

Rhythms 
of Survival 
by William Eddy 

Westerners in general and 
Americans in particular have 

had a long love affair with African 
wildlife. Our often romantic image 
of Africa includes an unbroken 
backdrop of acacia trees, golden 
plains, and distant hills. And mov
ing through this landscape are the 
animals—the great herds of wilde
beest and zebra, Grant's and Thom
son's gazelles, lions, and cheetahs— 
both predators and prey moving in a 
timeless dance to the rhythms of the 
dry seasons and the rains. In our 
minds the country of the dance is al
ways Kenya. 

Our wish is to preserve some rem
nant of the wild, of the rapidly van
ishing natural world. And we have 
projected that wish onto a distant 
African nation without regard for 
the realities. 

To judge Kenya's conservation ef
forts and to assess the future of their 
national parks and protected areas in 
terms of our own expectations and 
standards is both unfair and unre
alistic. The success of conservation 
efforts in many developing nations 
such as Kenya must be measured 
against the realities of a fragile and 
often volatile political structure and 
against the need to feed and care for 
a rapidly expanding population with 
fewer and fewer resources. 

Kenya's land area is 20 percent 

The Maasai's livelihood, traditionally 
centered on cattle raising, now in
cludes tourism and mechanized agri
culture. Although the Maasai and Afri
ca's wildlife share the Mara Reserve, 
their needs often conflict. The question 
is: Can both groups thrive? 

smaller than that of Texas. Nearly 70 
percent of that area is classified as 
arid, receiving less than ten inches of 
rain a year. 

The land rises gradually from the 
bright coral beaches of its eastern 
coastline on the Indian Ocean, 
through remnants of coastal rain 
forest, and on through the dry bush 
country of the Tana and Galana riv
ers. It culminates in the forest-cov
ered Central Highlands with the 
13,000-foot Aberdare Mountains 
and 17,000-foot Mount Kenya. 

The land drops gradually away to 
the west to meet Lake Victoria at 
about 3,700 feet. To the north, it 
falls away to meet Lake Turkana and 
the Ethiopian border. 

The landscape wears the scars of a 
furious vulcanism and of the slow 
movement of tectonic plates that 
has formed the great Rift Valley. In 
that deep trough lie some of Kenya's 
most beautiful lakes. 

Against this backdrop of natural 
beauty looms a population explosion 
typical of the entire continent. Ke
nya's population has risen from ap
proximately six million in 1957 to 
almost 20 million today. Roughly 
half of its people are 14 years old or 
younger. At its present annual 
growth rate of 4.3 percent, the 
population is expected to double in 
about 17 years. 
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Such figures describe a classic col
lision course between a people's 
needs and the capacity of the land to 
meet them. It is only against this so
bering background that we can dis
cuss Kenya's protected areas. 

Creation of national parks in Ke
nya began in 1945, when the country 
was still a British Colony. This early 
interest in conservation stemmed 
from a handful of dedicated English 
exmilitary, hunter-conservationists. 
It was not, however, until Kenya's 
independence in 1963 that the effort 
to fully develop the country's tour
ist potential really got underway. 

The sun was setting on the era of 
the big-game hunting safari; and the 
day of the minibus package tour was 
just beginning. This change in the 
number and nature of Kenya's tour
ism also marked the real beginning 
for parks because, in Africa, the 
conservation of wildlife and the pro
motion of tourism go hand in hand. 

In IUCN's 1987 Director}/ of 
Afrotropical Protected. Areas, Kenya is 
described as having 16 national 
parks. Giant Tsavo National Park, 
200 square miles larger than Massa
chusetts, along with parks such as 
Lake Nakuru and Aberdare have be
come world famous. 

Kenya is also the first African 
country to have set aside marine 
parks that rival the Caribbean in di

versity and beauty. In addition to 
national parks, Kenya has a be
wildering array of other classifica
tions for protected areas. 

Among these are game reserves, 
the majority of which are directly 
controlled by local county councils. 
The distinction between parks and 
reserves, at least in theory, is that 
strict regulations prohibit human use 
of park resources. 

Game reserves offer a compromise 
between preservation and the needs 
of local people for firewood, grazing, 
and even crop production by provid
ing different levels of environmental 
protection. In practice, this compro
mise can become a license for re
source exploitation. 

Among such areas, the "jewel in 
the crown" is the Maasai-Mara 
Game Reserve. Located on the Ke
nya-Tanzania border southwest of 
Nairobi, the reserve is a seasonal ex
tension of the renowned animal mi
gration routes across Tanzania's Ser-
engeti Plains. Here are found the last 
great herds of African wildlife. 

T he Mara, which is directly un
der the control of the Maasai 

County Council in the town of 
Narok, was originally established 
with a 200-square-mile core. All hu
man activity within this core, except 
for game viewing, was excluded. 

Outside of the core is a buffer zone 
in which the Maasai, traditional 
pastoralists, permit limited grazing 
of their cattle. Beyond the buffer 
zone, some of the more enterprising 
Maasai have undertaken large-scale, 
mechanized wheat farming. 

As the popularity of the Mara Re
serve grew, the county council saw 
the need for additional visitor ac
commodations. Today, there are five 
or six lodge complexes as well as 
several permanent campsites. Some 
of these facilities have been built in
side the core itself. 

Over the years, pressure from 
powerful Maasai grazing interests in 
the buffer zone has caused the pro
tected core to shrink by 20 percent. 
And the buffer zone is under pres
sure from the surrounding wheat 
growers who also want more land. 

The cattle compete with wild un
gulates for forage, and are also prey 
for the larger carnivores. This com
petition creates hostility on the part 
of the Maasai toward predator spe
cies in the core area. 

In addition, tourists are in danger 
of loving the Mara to death. Tour-
bus drivers compete to find the best 
game for their passengers to view. 
Too many people in too many vehi
cles are leaving existing roads and 
traveling without restriction in 
search of game. 

The result is a habitat in jeopardy. 
In many ways, the Mara has become 
a case study of the conflict between 
short-term exploitation and long-
range conservation. Its survival will 
depend, to a large extent, on the 
management controls that the 
Maasai are willing to accept. 

Despite the problems of the Mara, 
there is a positive side. In the late 
1960s, a young American woman 
named Sandy Price initiated a series 
of wildlife clubs within the Kenya 
school system. 

Today, more than 1,450 schools 
are enrolled in the Kenya Wildlife 
Club program. The program's 
alumni association numbers in the 
thousands and includes many who 
hold influential positions in the 
army, police, government, business, 
and education. Thus, an important 
nucleus of environmental awareness 
exists. 

Today, under the direction of 
Nathanial arap Chumo, the clubs are 
planning to increase awareness 
about reforestation, habitat protec
tion, and preservation of endangered 
species such as the rhino. 

Recently, Kenya President Daniel 
arap Moi appointed Perez Olindo as 
director of Wildlife Management 
and Conservation. This move is one 
of the most positive indicators of 
Kenya's concern for its environment. 

Olindo, who holds a wildlife 
management degree and an honor
ary doctorate from Michigan State 
University, was the first African di
rector of Kenya's national parks. He 
has also served as chief ecologist for 
the government's study of Lake Vic
toria's water quality. 

Olindo has the competence and 
vision to ensure continued protec
tion and thoughtful planning for 
Kenya's natural areas. Kenya's im
mediate future, however, presents 
some volatile issues. 

B ecause the fate of Kenya's na
tional parks and wildlife is so 

directly tied to tourist revenues, any 
threat to tourism becomes a threat to 
conservation. Such a potential threat 
is the disease AIDS. Although fewer 
than 300 cases of AIDS have been 
officially reported from Kenya (as of 
early 1987), little is known about the 
pattern of AIDS in East Africa. 

It is not clear yet if the incidence 
of AIDS in Kenya is being reported 
accurately enough for the medical 
profession to say whether the dis
ease has peaked or is on the rise. At 
present, AIDS represents an un
known whose potential impact on 
tourism is very real. 

The most unpredictable part of 
Kenya's future, however, is political. 
Since the abortive attempt in 1983 to 
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overthrow the Moi government, tol
eration for dissent in Kenya's one-
party political system has dimin
ished. Evidence grows of an 
increasingly arbitrary and oppressive 
government, of disappearances, de
tentions without trial, and torture. A 
rapidly growing and youthful popu
lation with rising expectations in a 
nation of dwindling resources be
comes difficult to govern if there is 
no legitimate avenue for expressing 
discontent. 

Under such circumstances it is 
tempting for politicians, whose 
views are often short-term, to turn a 
blind eye on the exploitation of 
valuable resources inside national 
parks and protected areas. It hap
pened next door in Uganda during 
and after Idi Amin. It could happen 
in Kenya. 

William Eddy, professor of environ
mental studies at the University of 
Vermont, has worked with the New 
York Zoological Society, the Conserva
tion Foundation, the African Wildlife 
Foundation, and the National Park 
Service. He has helped to develop wild
life conservation programs for national 
parks in Kenya, Tanzania, and 
Uganda. Eddy is the author of two 
books, numerous articles, and short 
stories of his experiences in wildlife 
work. 

Buffalo stampede in Kenya, by Barry Dursley 



Landscape 
of the Mind 
by Brien Culhane & Liza Tuttle 

J apan is a country with a strong 
reverence for all things natural. 

Rooted deep in the religious tradi
tions of Shinto and Buddhism lies a 
philosophy that enables many of 
this country's people to experience 
nature in the "landscape of the 
mind." Nature in miniature—be it in 
Japan's formal gardens or in a single 
Bonsai tree—and the mind provide 
the beauty and exhilaration of a wil
derness experience. 

In Japan, however, there is little 
distinction between scenery and wil
derness. Park vistas that include val
leys with farms, mountains with ski 
resorts, and oceans with freighters 
are not distracting to the Japanese. 
Tramways and other developments 

Left: The floating Torii gate at Miyaji-
ma Island in Seto-Naikai (Inland Sea) 
National Park is a Shinto symbol. It 
represents the perch of the mythical 
cock that heralded the dawn and sum
moned Amaterasu, the sun goddess, 
from her cave to restore light to the 
world. The rising sun on the Japanese 
flag is another symbol of this myth. 
Below: Even on a grey, rainy day, visi
tors crowd the entrance gate at Ise-
Shima National Park. 

that enhance visitor enjoyment of 
scenery but impair wilderness do 
not conflict with the goal of preserv
ing multiple-use landscapes. 

Setting aside true wilderness is a 
luxury. In a country the size of Cali
fornia with 140 million people, all 
usable land has been under intense 
cultivation for thousands of years. 
Only one of Japan's parks, 
Daisetsuzan National Park on the 
northernmost island of Hokkaido, 
can be considered wilderness in the 
American sense. 

Working with limited land area 
and a large population, Japan has de
vised a park system consisting of 27 
national parks and many more 
"quasi-national parks" and "prefec-
tural natural parks" (equivalent to 
our state-owned parks). 

The country's first parks were es
tablished in 1873, reportedly in
spired by the creation of Yellow
stone National Park in 1872. The 
parks were the beautifully land
scaped formal gardens of shrines and 
temples. Now, 14 percent of the 
country is designated parkland. 

Japan's parks are the most heavily 
used in the world, facing all the seri

ous problems that come with over
use. More than 85 million people 
visit Mount Fuji National Park each 
year, compared with the three mil
lion visitors to the Grand Canyon. 

It is said that in the summer 
months, a person can be carried to 
the top of Mount Fuji in the wave of 
visitors that ascends the trails. And 
when the crowds leave Japan's 
parks, trail erosion and litter is evi
dent everywhere. 

Because of their highly developed 
esthetic sense, the Japanese can look 
beyond these apparent intrusions, 
and perceive nature according to the 
religious traditions of Shinto and 
Zen Buddhism. Shinto, meaning 
"the way of the gods," is an ancient 
Japanese religion in which gods are 
present in all elements of nature. Its 
influence has been reinforced by 
Buddhism, introduced from China 
in the seventh century, which sees 
the entire universe—animals, plants, 
rivers, rocks—as one. 

Both philosophies emphasize the 
subjugation of the ego in order to at
tain "oneness" with the universe. 
This state is achieved intuitively and 
through meditation. 

To the Japanese, the perception of 
beauty and spirituality come from 
within, not from the environment 
itself, just by achieving the proper 
frame of mind. 

Crowds are not "seen"; resort 
complexes, logging, and farming do 
not intrude. Aided by the mere sug
gestion of nature, peace and har
mony are experienced in the "land
scape of the mind." 

Japan has had to accept what we 
might consider a compromised defi
nition of natural areas. Almost 23 
percent of their parkland is privately 
owned, and it is not government 
policy to purchase all land within a 
park border. 

In Japan, the emphasis is on pro
tecting a multiple-use landscape, 
rather than on protecting natural re
sources only for the sake of the re
source itself. 

Brien Culhane, NPCA 's natural re
sources coordinator, has visited seven of 
Japan s national parks. 

Liza Tuttle is editorial assistant of 
National Parks magazine. 
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Global Flora 
New research links alpine 

wildflowers around the world 

by Lito Tejada-Flores 
photographs by Linde Waidhofer 

Midsummer mountains: Sun-drenched, and then thunder-showered. 
Rainbows span valleys on the heels of every shower. Here, in the high 
Rockies, a multitude of wildflowers conspire with the altitude to take 
your breath away, spreading a palette of Maxfield Parrish colors. High 
color as alpine decor, as objects of mystery and wonder, as subjects 
for international research. Whisper again that beauty is everywhere— 
but the higher you have to climb to find it, the more it moves you. 

• If/ hen Linde Waidhofer was 
WW preparing High Color, her re

cent photo book on Rocky Moun
tain wildflowers, there came a mo
ment when she thought, "It's time 
to do some research." 

By that she meant merely check
ing facts, verifying identifications, 
and double-checking the difficult 
spelling of Latin names. But, instead, 
she stumbled on a view of wild
flowers that is far more interesting. 
Botanists are only now discovering 
the "secret international life" of 
Rocky Mountain wildflowers. Re
search is showing that many of the 
same alpine wildflowers exist in Eu
rope, Asia, and the Americas. In fact, 
at certain high altitudes there are 
species of flowers that circle the 
globe. Because of this connection, 
many of the names of the Rocky 
Mountain varieties are being re
considered and sometimes being 
changed. 

Waidhofer's scholarly guide to 
the new botany was Kim Matthews, 
a master's candidate in botany. Her 
thesis requires studying the flora of 
a one square kilometer plot atop 
Taylor Pass, at an altitude of more 

than 12,000 feet in Colorado's Elk 
Mountains, in order to describe al
pine plant communities there. 

Matthews not only verified—and 
corrected—Waidhofer's wildflower 
identifications, she also introduced a 
newly revised nomenclature or "tax
onomy" (the study of scientific 
classification) for many familiar 
mountain beauties. 

When Matthews substituted new 
scientific names for the flowers I al
ready knew, I was surprised. For ex
ample, the ubiquitous and dazzling 
crimson fireweed, which I knew as 
Epilobium angustifolium, became 
Chamerion platyphyllum. 

"You mean the scientific names of 
flowers have changed?" 

"Sometimes they do, but not ca
priciously. I'm following Weber's 
new treatment," she explained, 
handing me a fat, manuscript copy 
of Dr. William Weber's Rocky 
Mountain Flora: Western Slope. 

Assigning names is one of the 
most basic functions of classical bot
any. The standard botanical sys
tem—called Linnean—was devel
oped in the early 1700s by Swedish 
botanist Carl Linne, who is known 

as the Father of Taxonomy. In this 
system, the most basic properties of 
plants have been expressed in their 
Latin names, which are composed of 
a genus name and a species name. 

The new group of alpine wild-
flower names was developed by 
Weber, a botany professor at the 
University of Colorado at Boulder. 
Weber states in his introduction: 

"We must remember that a scien
tific name is a concise expression of 
a point of view. Scientific breeding, 
crossing techniques, rapidity of 
shipment of live material, the elec
tron microscope, biochemical an
alytics, interdisciplinary research, all 
have come to the aid of taxonomy, 
and have made it possible to re
evaluate the generic concept. The 
facts are not all in, but a revolution 
is in progress." 

In other words, as more informa
tion becomes available, our view
point changes. Today's botanists 
have access to much more informa
tion than botanists had a hundred 
years ago. Early plant identifications 
were primarily based on how the 
plant looked. Today, plants are ex
amined microscopically, on a cellu-
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SPOTTED SAXIFRAGE: Ciliaria austromontana formerly Saxifrage bronchialisj 

PRAIRIE SMOKE: Erythrocoma triflora formerly Geum triflorum) 



PASQUE FLOWER, or WILD CROCUS: Pulsatilla patens formerly Anemone patens) /'formerly Epilobium angustifolium) PRAIRIE SMOKE (SECOND STAGE): Erythrocoma triflora /'formerly Geum triflorum) 

lar level. And live plants are used 
rather than the dried specimens seen 
by royal societies up to the mid-
1900s. 

/
had long assumed that classical 
botany was a dead field, a moot 

subject. Hadn't those 19th-century 
types, marching around the world 
with their pulclcha sahib mentality 
and specimen jars, collected one of 
just about every living thing? 
Hadn't they sent their specimens 
home to various royal societies to be 
neatly and permanently pigeonholed 
into appropriate slots of an immuta
ble system of Latin nomenclature? 
Hadn't modern fields like microbiol
ogy relegated classical botany to the 
dustbin of science? Little did I 
know. . . . 

In Rocky Mountain Flora, Weber 
has altered the name of the genera 
(the middle term in the ladder of the 
family, genus, species on which 
botanical classification hangs) of a 
large number of Rocky Mountain 
wildflowers. A good and easy exam
ple are the gentians—widespread, 
common Colorado flowers that are 
also found in alpine communities 
around the world. 

Before Weber, all the varieties 
were grouped under the genus 
gentiana. Now, the arctic gentian is 
listed asgentianodes; the bottle gen
tian is pneumonanis; the fringed gen
tian is gentianopisis; and the little 
gentian isgentianella. These changes 
were made because studies, using 
electron microscopes, revealed dif
ferences in their genetic structures. 

f\l ow for the international con-
JL ¥ nection, past and present. 
These flowers, like many other life 
forms, migrated long ago from Eu
rope and Asia across the Bering land 
bridge to the New World. For exam
ple, an amazing similarity exists be
tween the high-altitude flora of the 
American Rockies and the Altai 
Mountains of central Asia. 

But to recognize these floristic 
parallels requires an internationally 
oriented and knowledgeable bota
nist. There is no substitute for seeing 
plants in their native habitats. 

Consider the saxifrage: They are 
tiny tundra flowers—the name 
comes from the Latin for "break 
stone"—that color the highest alti
tudes in the Rockies. Russian bota
nist and emigre, Vlad Siplivinsky, 

working at the university herbarium 
in Boulder, revised the classification 
of the saxifrage because he was so 
familiar with these same flowers on 
the Siberian steppes. Weber himself 
was obliged to consult the Flora 
USSR and to do field work in the 
Altai to complete his reworking of 
the wildflower classifications in 
Rocky Mountain Flora. 

Do not think, though, that the re
classification of wildflowers, which 
draws heavily on a knowledge of 
disjunct flora around the world, is 
altogether new. Weber traces his 
botanical antecedents back to the 
work of English botanist Sir Joseph 
Hooker, who, in 1877, first pointed 
out the similarity of plants in Asia 
and the Rockies. 

In fact, most of the new genera 

Weber proposes come from the 
work of other botanists—many of 
them Europeans who knew Euro
pean flora and therefore could draw 
better comparisons than the early 
Americans, who first named the 
New World plants. Weber's real 
accomplishment in Rocky Mountain 
Flora is the summing up, gathering 
together, and legitimatizing of new 
botanical points of view. 

m 1 oes an altered scientific view-
J L ^ point of a genus of mountain 
wildflower alter much? Perhaps not. 
But while hiking through the poly
chrome riot of a midsummer alpine 
meadow I find myself thinking 
about Russians enjoying not just 
similar wildflowers, but these very 
same wildflowers. 

Sometimes I can almost see the 
band of alpine flowers rotating 
around the world, knowing no na
tional boundaries. 

Then I think of Kim Matthews' 
new questions that result from this 
viewpoint. "When we compare a Si
berian meadow with one in the 
Rockies, we can ask: 'Why have cer
tain species stayed the same while 
others have evolved?'' 

One more vision of High Color: 
wildflowers—the subject of a saner 
East-West dialogue. 

Lito Tejada-Flores and Linde 
Waidhofer are freelancers living in 
Colorado who have worked and trav
eled extensively in the national parks. 
High Color has just been published by 
their company, Western Eye. 
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Missing Pieces 
Two million acres of parkland are privately owned. 

NPCA's National Park Trust is working to change that. 

by Frances H. Kennedy 

A stretch of riverfront along 
the Rio Grande is now set 

aside to give river runners access to 
the Rio Grande's magnificent lower 
canyons. A cypress swamp that is 
habitat for the endangered Florida 
panther has been preserved. A stand 
of birch trees will become part of 
Acadia National Park, not torn 
down to make way for residential 
development. 

NPCA's National Park Trust has 
worked to protect these and a num
ber of other park-related areas 
around the country. As NPCA's land 
conservation program, the Trust has 
been directed by NPCA's Board of 
Trustees to assist the National Park 
Service in completing America's na
tional parks. 

Rounding out park boundaries is 
essential because more than two 
million of the National Park Sys
tem's 80 million acres are privately 
owned. Some of these parcels are 
carefully preserved by their owners. 
Others are not. In addition, some ar
eas adjacent to parks should be in
cluded within park boundaries, but 
are not. 

For example, housing develop
ment is underway on the battlefield 
where the armies of generals Grant 
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and Lee met for the first time. The 
National Park Service has asked the 
National Park Trust for help in 
aquiring this battlefield, a crucial 
addition to the Fredericksburg/ 
Spotsylvania National Military 
Park. 

The National Park Trust has had 
success in such cases. In Gates of the 
Arctic National Park in Alaska, for 
instance, an old hunt ing camp posed 
a threat to the pristine quality of the 
wilderness along the headwaters of 
the Alatna River. NPCA purchased 
the property, one of the last pri
vately owned parcels along this des
ignated wild and scenic river, and 
donated it to the National Park Ser
vice. The land has since been re
stored to its natural state. 

A private corporation, which 
owned a 2,000-acre tract along Coal 
Creek in Yukon-Charley Rivers Na
tional Preserve, Alaska, had allowed 
historic mining equipment on the 
site to deteriorate. With NPCA act
ing as liaison, the corporation do
nated the land, including 69 mining 
claims and a floating gold dredge, to 
the National Park Service in 1986. 

At Big Cypress National Preserve, 
Florida, the privately owned Big Cy
press Lodge had been allowed to de
teriorate. NPCA purchased the lodge 
at an auction in 1985 and sold it to 
the National Park Service for costs, 
saving the NPS more than $200,000. 
The lodge now serves as park head
quarters. 

The Trust, established in 1983, 
can be particularly helpful when an 
owner wants to sell privately owned 
parkland at a time when the Na
tional Park Service does not have 
the necessary acquisition funds. The 
Trust would then buy the property 
at or below the NPS-determined 
"fair market value," and hold the 
land "in t rus t" until the National 
Park Service could purchase it at the 
Trust's costs. 

Left: The fern forests of Hawaii Volca
noes NP were threatened by a plan to 
drill dozens of geothermal wells on 
land adjacent to the park, destroying 
habitat of endangered species. NPCA's 
Trust helped thwart that plan. Right: 
NPCA holds in trust for Acadia NP a 
tract that includes stands of birches. 
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In addition, the Trust works for 
park protection through land ex
changes, purchases at auctions 
(where the National Park Service is 
prohibited by law from bidding), 
and on park boundary legislation. 

At present, preserving endangered 
and threatened species' habitats is at 
the top of the Trust's priorities. It is 
committed to acquiring private 
property within park boundaries 
that is habitat for endangered and 
threatened species. In conjunction 
with this goal, the Trust is conduct
ing a study of endangered and 
threatened species within the Na
tional Park System. The purpose of 
the study is to enable the National 
Park Service to protect these species 
more effectively. 

WORKING WITH THE TRUST 
If you are thinking about working 
with our National Park Trust on 
land conservation projects, you can 
help by getting to know a particular 
park. You may know of landowners 

who are thinking about selling pri
vate land within a national park 
area, but are deterred by the lack of 
National Park Service acquisition 
funds. The Trust can help. 

The Trust also can give financial 
advice about: 
• how a charitable contribution of a 
property's value—or even part of a 
property's value—can lower tax ob
ligations; 
• how an installment sale can bene
fit a landowner; 
• how to structure the proceeds of a 
sale for future investment. 

In addition, the Trust can provide 
information about easements, land 
exchanges, and other ways of pro
tecting land for the National Park 
System. Inform the Trust about po
tential land conservation projects 
that could help a park. Contact 
NPCA National Park Trust, Frances 
H. Kennedy, National Park Trust 
Administrator, 1015 Thirty-first 
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 
20007, (202) 944-8570. 

From 1907 to 1938 Kennecott produced 
more ore than any mine in Alaska. The 
Trust has helped to preserve this site. 

A CHALLENGE—AND A PLEDGE 
In 1985, NPCA's Five-Year Plan es
tablished a $l-million land acqui
sition revolving fund for park land 
acquisition. The fund, to be used to 
purchase privately held lands within 
park boundaries from willing sellers, 
will allow us to work quickly and 
effectively when the NPS cannot. 
The land will be sold to the NPS at 
the price paid by the Trust plus any 
costs, and the proceeds will revolve 
back into the fund. 

A year after the revolving fund 
was established, an NPCA member 
challenged us to raise $500,000 for 
the fund. He pledged to match our 
efforts dollar for dollar. So far, our 
Board of Trustees has generously 
matched half that amount. Please 
join our Board in meeting this chal
lenge, and help our parks by 
contributing to the fund. 
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The Trust at Work Some of our past projects suggest 
the variety of the Trust's work. 
They include the following: 

Gates of the Arctic 

Size: five acres 
Park: headwaters of the 

Alatna River, Gates 
of the Arctic Na
tional Park and Pre
serve, Alaska 

Threat: one of the few pri
vate parcels along a 
designated wild and 
scenic river 

Owner: private landowner 
Action: In June 1983, NPCA 

purchased the prop
erty and donated 
the land to the Na
tional Park Service 
in August 1985 

Kennecott Copper Mine Campbell Estate/Tract 22 

Size: 5,650 acres 
Park: Hawaii Volcanoes 

National Park 
Threat: geothermal devel

opment, habitat de
struction 

Owner: Campbell Estate 
Action: NPCA worked on 

legislation, expand
ing park boundaries 
to include Tract 22. 
Hawaii exchanged 
state land for Tract 
22. The exchange of 
the now state-
owned land for fed
erally owned land is 
yet to be concluded 

Mount Desert Tract Savoy Wildlife Preserve 

Size: 20 acres 
Park: Big Cypress Na

tional Preserve, 
Florida 

Threat: effects of develop
ment upon habitat 
of endangered Flor
ida panther 

Owner: private landowner 
Action: NPCA purchased in 

1985, and holds in 
trust until bound
ary expansion leg
islation allows ac
quisition by 
National Park Ser
vice 

La Linda Riverfront 

Size: 15 acres 
Park: along the Rio 

Grande Wild and 
Scenic River, Texas 

Owner: E.I. duPont de Ne
mours and Com
pany 

Action: donation by duPont 
to provide public 
access to this popu
lar section of the 
river; NPCA holds 
in trust until 
boundaries of Rio 
Grande Wild and 
Scenic River are ex
panded to include 
parcel 
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Size: five historic mine 
buildings 

Park: Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and 
Preserve, Alaska 

Threat: subdivision devel
opment and deteri
oration of historic 
buildings 

Owner: Great Kennecott 
Land Company 

Action: designated as a na
tional historic land
mark in August 
1986 as a first step 
toward full protec
tion for the site 

Size: four acres 
Park: Moun t Desert Is

land, Acadia Na
tional Park, 
Maine 

Threat: residential develop
ment 

Owner: private landowner 
Action: NPCA purchased 

the Moun t Desert 
property in 1985, 
and holds it in trust 
for acquisition by 
the National Park 
Service 



Members 
_Corner_ 

Borrow a Slide Show 
NPCA's beautiful educational slide 
show, National Parks: More Than 
Just Places, is available for just the 
cost of postage, handling, and insur
ance. This 22-minute color program 
offers an overview of the National 
Park System, outlines the philoso
phy behind the establishment of the 
parks, and provides an explanation 
of some of the threats the parks face. 

The program consists of a 140-
slide carousel tray and a cassette 
tape with narration and music. 
Those interested should contact 
Laura Loomis at NPCA, 1015 
Thirty-first Street, NW, Washing
ton, D.C. 20007, (202) 944-8569. 

The Bicentennial Magazine 
When the special issue of National 
Parks magazine commemorating the 
bicentennial of the United States 
Constitution first came out, we had 

many requests for copies from edu
cational groups, which we were un
fortunately unable to fill. Reprinted 
copies are now available to inter
ested educational groups for just the 
cost of postage and handling. Write 
Terry Vines at NPCA. 

Annual Members Dinner 
NPCA's eighth annual members re
ception and dinner will be held on 
November 19,1987, at the Capital 
Hilton Hotel in Washington, D C . 
Highlights will include the presenta
tion of NPCA's Conservationist of 
the Year Award, a silent auction, 
music, and dancing. Please join us. 
Contact Ellen Barclay at (202) 944-
8550. 

Raft the Gauley 
Spend your Columbus Day holiday 
with NPCA on a raft on the Gauley 
River in West Virginia. This trip of
fers autumn foliage, the chance to 
meet other NPCA members, and 
Whitewater rafting at its best. It will 
be held on October 12 and costs $80. 
For more information write Ellen 

Barclay at NPCA or call her at (202) 
944-8550. 

Volunteer to Help the Parks 
To become more active protecting 
our national parks, become an 
NPCA Contact. This program is 
open to nonmembers as well as 
members. The Contact program 
keeps participants informed about 
critical issues affecting the parks, 
outlines NPCA's position, and sug
gests actions citizens can take. For 
further information, contact Laura 
Loomis at NPCA or call her at 1-
800-362-3682. 

Jim Lipscomb 
NPCA notes with regret the recent 
death of Jim Lipscomb, executive di
rector of the George Gund Founda
tion in Cleveland. A good friend of 
NPCA, the national parks, and the 
cause of conservation, Lipscomb was 
a strong supporter of efforts to pre
serve the natural and cultural re
sources of Cuyahoga Valley NRA. 

WILDLIFE T-SHIRTS 

T-Shirts: EXQUISITE ART and information 
about ENDANGERED SPECIES and ENVI
RONMENTAL issues. S-M-L-XL, 100% 
cotton. S9 45 ea (quantity discounts), in tan, 
blue, yellow and lilac. FREE CATALOG. 
Many beautiful designs. JIM MORRIS T-
Shirts, P.O. Box 2308, Dept. PE7 Boulder, 
Co. 80306. (303) 444-6430. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 
Share the Earth 

© 84 Jim Morris/Maplewing 

BENCH MANUFACTURING CO. specializes in the Design 
of Quality and Innovative Products such as Custom-
Lettered Medallion Benches as well as Stock Benches, 
Picnic Tables, Garden Buildings, Turn Of The Century 
Clocks, Trash Receptacles, Sculptures, Fountains and 
Light Poles. 
Call or write for our Catalog: 

BENCH MANUFACTURING CO. 
P.O. Box 158 • Concord, Mass. 01742 • (617) 371-3080 
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NATIONAL PARKS AND CONSERVATION ASSOCIATION 

AMERICA'S NATIONAL 
PARKS 

• CALENDAR AND GREETING CARDS • 

THE 1988 AMERICA'S NATIONAL PARKS CALENDAR 
Featuring over 60 ful l-color photographs of America's National Parks and Monuments 

1988 NATIONAL PARKS CALENDARS FROM NPCA, 
DREAM GARDEN PRESS A N D CAPITAL IDEAS 

THE 1988 AMERICA'S NATIONAL PARKS CALENDAR $1 1.95 
THE 1988 GRAND CANYON CALENDAR $10.95 
THE 1988 YOSEMITE NATIONAL PARK CALENDAR $10.95 
THE 1988 GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS NATIONAL PARK 

CALENDAR $10.95 
THE 1988 BIG BEND NATIONAL PARK CALENDAR $10.95 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE SHIPPING: SEND PAYMENT AND ORDERS 
TO: NPCA MEMBER SERVICES. 1015 THIRTY-FIRST ST.. N.W.. 

WASHINGTON. DC. 20007 

Each month of America's National Parks 
hosts its own photographic theme. 
Examples include: Traces of An Ancient Past 
(shown above), Fossil Remnants from 
Another Age, The Grand Design of Nature, 
A Natural Habitat: Sanctuary for Wildlife 
plus 8 more!! 

WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG O N OTHER NATIONAL PARKS CALENDARS, CARDS A N D POSTERS! 

#NP007 #NP006 #NP005 #PP014 

AMERICA'S NATIONAL PARKS 
NOTECARDS 

Stunning full-color photographs from 
America's most treasured legacy. . . It's 
National Parks! From NPCA and 
Capital Ideas. 
Notecards available in boxes of 12 cards of 
onedesign. . . $12.00/box. 
Price includes shipping. Send payment and 
orders to: 

NPCA Member Services 
1015 Thirty-First St.. N.W., 
Washington. D.C. 20007 



ADVERTISEMENT 

TRIBUTE TO 
EXCELLENCE 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award 

/ \ W A K J L / J The Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award is presented by the National Parks 
and Conservation Association and the Bon Ami Co. to recognize an in
dividual for an outstanding effort that results in protection of a unit or 
a proposed unit of the National Park System. The award is named in honor 
of Marjory Stoneman Douglas for her many years of dedication to preserv
ing the fragile ecosystem of the Florida Everglades. 

1QR7 
J " ^ J • DR. E D G A R WAYBURN. For forty years, Dr. Wayburn has been 

J L V E A ^ U I t l i N 1 1 a leading pioneer environmentalist. He was the principal conser
vation architect for the establishment of Redwood National Park 
and Golden Gate National Recreation Area, and for the develop
ment of the 1980 Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act—and for the growth of environmental awareness nationwide. 
Presently Sierra Club Vice President for Parks and Protected Areas, 
he continues to lead in the movement to establish and maintain 
national parks and wilderness areas in the United States and 
throughout the world. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Co. wishes to congratulate the recipient of this award and 
thank them for the excellent contribution they have made to the protection of our 
environment. 

The Bon Ami Co. has actively supported the efforts of organizations such as National Parks 
and Conservation Association for over 100 years and will continue to work toward the 
goal of preserving our natural resources for future generations. 



_NPC A Report. 
LWCF Coalition Supports 

Sen. Chafee's New Bill 
The President's Commission on 
Americans Outdoors recommended 
that the Land and Water Conserva
tion Fund (LWCF), used by federal, 
state, and local agencies to acquire 
land for conservation and recreation, 
be expanded and converted to a 
trust fund. Since February, NPCA 
has been leading a broad coalition to 
reauthorize LWCF and create the 
fund. 

Bills that lead to a trust fund have 
been introduced by senators Bennett 
Johnston (D-La.) and John Chafee 
(R-R.L). In addition to revenues gar
nered from offshore oil and gas leas
ing (LWCF's present source), John
ston's bill, S. 735, would include 
revenues from oil and gas leasing on 
wildlife refuges. The conservation 
community fears this plan would in
crease oil and gas leasing on refuges 
and would adversely affect the de
bate over whether to lease the Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Testifying in July, T Destry Jar-
vis, NPCA vice president for con
servation policy stated, ". . . in
creased leasing might be more likely 
to occur at the expense of high qual
ity resources if managers knew that 
leasing revenue could be applied to
ward land acquisition." 

Senator Chafee's bill, S. 1338, 
draws upon some of the commis
sion's suggestions. He proposes a 
$l-billion-per-year trust fund fi
nanced through a combination of 
offshore revenues, a real-estate 
transfer tax, and the sale of con
servation bonds. 

Chafee's bill would also empha
size land acquisition over develop
ment of recreation facilities, and 
could provide matching funds to 
nonprofit organizations such as land 
trusts. The bill would create a Na
tional Endowment for the Preserva
tion of Open Space and Outdoor 
Recreation, modeled after the Na
tional Endowment for the Arts, to 
urge commitment from the private 
sector. 

South Moresby Hailed 
As Newest Canadian Park 

Canada Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney and British Columbia Pre
mier William Vander Zalm signed 
an agreement on July 11 designating 
South Moresby a national park re
serve. It will become South Moresby 
National Wilderness Park, Canada's 
33rd national park, when the Haida 
Native American claim to the area is 
settled. 

At the last writing, talks between 
the British Columbia provincial gov
ernment and Canada's federal gov
ernment seemed to be heading to
ward establishment of the new 
national park. NPCA, who took the 
lead among U.S. conservation orga
nizations in pushing for the national 
park, and others were cautiously op
timistic. 

Then, in mid-June, the talks fell 
apart. The discussions resumed 
when B.C. Premier Vander Zalm 
agreed to disallow logging within 
the borders of the proposed park. 

Under the agreement, the federal 
government will pay the provincial 
government $106 million over the 
next eight years. Included in this 
sum is $50 million to enhance the 

economy and develop tourist facili
ties, $23 million to compensate log
ging companies, $20 million for the 
park itself, and $12 million for refor
estation. 

There is some concern that this 
amount will set a costly precedent 
for establishing Canadian parks in 
the future. Federal Environment 
Minister Tom McMillan pointed out 
that the dispute over South Moresby 
has gone on for 102 years, and that it 
is the most significant park settle
ment since the country's first park 
was created in Banff in 1885. 

NPCA President Paul Pritchard, 
who served as chairman of the Inter
national Committee to Save South 
Moresby, commented, "Prime Min
ister Mulroney and B.C. Premier 
Vander Zalm are to be congratulated 
for achieving an equitable land 
transfer. The protection and pres
ervation of South Moresby's deli
cate island environment ensures the 
conservation of one of North Amer
ica's richest natural treasures." 

It should be noted that the area is 
significant for the cultural history of 
the Haida Nation. And UNESCO is 
considering South Moresby for a 
rare designation—as both a cultural 
and natural World Heritage Site. 

South Moresby, a collection of approximately 140 islands, harbors a cache of 
ecological and cultural secrets. Now, a good portion will be preserved intact. 
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Bill Advocates Wilderness 
For Majority of Smokies 

Designating land within a park as 
part of the National Wilderness 
Preservation System gives unusually 
pristine and ecologically diverse 
habitat the extra protection it de
serves. NPCA's director of federal 
activities, Bill Lienesch, recently tes
tified before the House Subcommit
tee on National Parks and Public 
Lands on H.R. 1495, a bill to desig

nate as official wilderness signifi
cant portions of the Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 

NPCA has been involved in the 
evolution of various National Park 
Service proposals to designate wil
derness in the park beginning with 
the piecemeal approach of the 1960s. 
In the 1970s, the NPS advocated a 
much more comprehensive plan, 
which is now embodied in H.R. 
1495. This bill would designate as 
wilderness 467,000 acres (90 percent 

NPCA Report Reveals State 
Of Acid Rain in Parks 

According to the Clean Air Act, the 
air in our national parks should be 
the most pristine air in the country 
in order to sustain the many species 
of life dependent on it, and so that 
spectacular park vistas are not im
paired. Yet, acid rain is recognized as 
one of the greatest external threats 

to our national parks. In doing its 
part, NPCA has recently released a 
report, Acid Rain Invades Our Na
tional Parks. 

The report is based on a survey of 
87 parks which, in the "1980 State of 
the Parks" report, admitted a con
cern about acid rain damage. Of the 
63 parks responding to this survey, 
36 parks reported that no action has 
been taken to initiate research on 
acid rain. More than half reported 
that efforts, if any, have been mini
mal due to insufficient funds and 
lack of trained personnel. 

There are 27 National Acid Depo
sition Program monitoring sites in 
national parks, but only 15 are in the 
87 parks most affected by acid rain. 
According to the report, all 27 of the 
monitoring sites in national parks 
are registering acid precipitation. 

NPCA held an acid rain press 
conference in San Francisco on July 
21, in which NPCA President Paul 
Pritchard stated that "Only through 
adequate funding, research, and di
rect civic action at the local, state, 
and federal levels can Americans 
continue to enjoy clean air and clean 
water throughout our National Park 
System beyond the year 2000. 

"The Park Service is in desperate 
need of greater resources and man
power to mitigate this threat. 
Equally important is the reautho
rization and strengthening of the 
Clean Air Act." 

Acid precipitation has damaged these 
spruces in West Germany's Bavarian 
Forest, where the rate of tree die-off is 
accelerating. Trees in American parks 
now face the same threat. 

of the entire park area), thereby pro
tecting in perpetuity one of the 
world's best examples of temperate 
deciduous forest. 

The Senate has two bills on this 
issue. NPCA supports S. 693, intro
duced by senators Albert Gore (D-
Tenn.), Jim Sasser (D-Tenn.), and 
Terry Sanford (D-N.C). S. 695, in
troduced by Senator Jesse Helms (R-
N.C.), does not include 67,000 acres 
that NPCA believes should be pro
tected as wilderness. 

S. 695 also authorizes road con
struction across steep ridges in the 
North Shore area of the park (above 
Fontana Lake). The road's purpose 
would be to provide access to ceme
teries in an area of the park that was 
cut off when Fontana Lake was cre
ated by the Tennessee Valley Au
thority in 1943. 

The National Park Service cur
rently operates a ferry service to and 
from the cemeteries. Under H.R. 
1495, introduced by representatives 
John Duncan (R-N.C.) and James 
Clark (D-N.C), this service would 
be continued permanently. Al
though the ferry is costly, it would 
be far more costly as well as damag
ing to the environment to build and 
maintain an access road. 

There are several environmental 
arguments against building the road. 
Construction of a road would cause 
soil erosion, further damage water 
quality in nearby lakes and streams, 
alter the parks' natural plant com
munities by enhancing the spread of 
nonnative plants, and potentially in
crease illegal hunting and trapping 
of park wildlife. 

Finally, H.R. 1495 would grant 
Swain County, Georgia, $9.5 million 
to settle a 43-year-old dispute be
tween the county and Interior over 
the latter's failure to build the road. 
NPCA urges passage of H.R. 1495 
and S. 693. 

Conference Center is Focus 
Of Plan for Ellis Island 

In late June, the Statue of Liberty/ 
Ellis Island Centennial Commission 
finished five years of work, handing 
over its final recommendations for 
the future of the island to Interior 
Secretary Donald Hodel. 

38 NATIONAL FARKS • SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 1987 

T 

ic 
X 



M H | | f 
El Malpais. 

Long after the House passed 
legislation to establish El Malpais National 

Monument, and just when it looked like the Senate 
may do the same, further complications have stalled the 
bill. It had just come out of the Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources when disagreement devel
oped over how to handle water rights for the new area, a 
particularly touchy issue in the West. As of this writing, 
NPCA is still optimistic that the new area will be desig
nated before 1988. 

• 
Wolf Recovery Plan Approved. The Northern Rocky 
Mountain Wolf Recovery Plan, put together by a team of 
representatives from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS), the NPS, and other state and local agencies, has 
been signed by the approving official, John Spinks, dep
uty regional director of the FWS in Denver. The goal of 
the recovery guidelines is to achieve a sufficient wolf 
population (at least 30 breeding pairs) in prescribed areas 

of Montana, Idaho, and Wyoming, so that the grey wolf 
can justifiably be removed from the federal endangered 
species list. NPCA commends National Park Service Di
rector William Penn Mott, Jr., who has supported this 
plan despite considerable political opposition. NPCA 
urges the NPS to take the lead in preparing the required 
environmental impact statement. 

• 
North Cascades Dedicated to "Scoop" Jackson. Con
gress recently passed legislation to dedicate North Cas
cades National Park to Senator Henry M. "Scoop" Jack
son, the man who authored the legislation establishing 
the park in 1958 and contributed significantly to con
servation during his 18 years as chairman of the Senate 
committee handling environmental matters. He is cred
ited with influencing the passage of both the Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act and the National Trails System Act; 
with making changes to the Land and Water Conserva
tion Fund; and acting on other conservation proposals. 

Under the new legislation, interpretation in the park 
will give information on the Senator's achievements 
through markers, signs, and maps. An appropriate me
morial to the Senator will also be designed for the park. 

The $140-million restoration of 
the Great Hall and other buildings 
on the north half of Ellis Island is 
about half complete. The Ellis Island 
Museum, funded by contributions 
raised during the Statue of Liberty 
Centennial, is scheduled to open in 
1989. The question is what to do 
with the southern portion of the is
land where the hospital, contagious-
disease wards, and other buildings 
are found. 

The commission outlined two al
ternatives for the southern half, but 
its first choice would be to create a 
conference center/hotel from exist
ing buildings. Bids by developers 
were reviewed a few years back. The 
commission has selected a firm that 
claims it can find investors to cover 
the estimated $90-million cost of the 
project. 

The commission's second choice is 
to raze buildings on the southern 
half and make a public park. There 
are 33 major structures on the entire 
island. The park alternative would 
save only the major hospital build
ings on the South end that are visi
ble from the ferry slip. NPCA sup
ports the idea of a low-key 
conference center that would not re
quire the destruction of historic 
buildings. 
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ARCTIC REFUGE 
vs. 

CRUDE OIL 

A new 25-minute videotape (VHS) 
explains the importance of protecting 
the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge from 
environmentally damaging effects of oil 
development. 

"Arctic Refuge: Treasure of the North" 
shows the internationally significant 
wildlife and wilderness resources of the 
refuge. The video includes: wildlife and 
scenic footage of the refuge; interviews 
with Alaskan Native people; comments 
of a caribou biologist; scenes of 
pollution impacts at the Prudhoe Bay 
oil field; and, a companion brochure 
with complete coverage of the oil 
development threat. 

Produced and distributed by: 
Northern Alaska Environmental Center 
218 Driveway. 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

$15 postpaid 
Bulk Order Information: (907) 452-5021 

Dubious Mining Operations 
Continue at New River 

Prospecting for coal within the New 
River Gorge National River in 
southeast West Virginia has sparked 
a controversy between conservation 
groups, the National Park Service, 
and the West Virginia Department 
of Energy. 

Congress has stated its intent to 
prohibit, as much as possible, sur
face mining operations within na
tional park units if mining will de
grade air, water, or landscape 
quality. The Surface Mining Control 
and Reclamation Act of 1977 closed 
the parks to further mining on fed
eral and even privately owned lands, 
subject to existing rights. 

The West Virginia energy depart
ment, however, has issued prospect
ing permits within the national river 
boundaries since the establishment 
of the park unit in 1978. So far, 40 
acres have been disturbed within 
park boundaries. The problem is ex
acerbated by the fact that the NPS 
owns only a small fraction of the 
New River's designated parkland. 

Six permits have been issued for 

Enjoy America's Park Areas With 

The Story Behind 
the Scenery 

Lavish full color books in the large 9x12" format, 
feature America's greatest scenic photographers and 
finest interpretive text. 

SEQUOIA-KINGS CANYON 
BLUE RIDGE PARKWAY 
HAWAII VOLCANOES 
MOUNT RAINIER 
BRYCE CANYON 

ZION 
ACADIA 

YOSEMITE 
EVERGLADES 
GETTYSBURG 

GRAND CANYON 
DEATH VALLEY 
YELLOWSTONE 
GRAND TETON 
CRATER LAKE 

Order From: KC Publications 
P. O. Box 14883N, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114 

Brochure Mailed With Order 

$A50 
^ E A C H ONLY 

Plus $1.00 Postage 
per order 

land inside park boundaries. Several 
others have been issued for lands 
adjacent to the park—lands that 
have been proposed for inclusion 
within the park. 

NPCA has asked the director of 
the state energy department and the 
director of the federal Office of Sur
face Mining Reclamation and En
forcement (OSMRE) to halt the op
erations so that the departments can 
determine if the prospectors are 
working within the law. 

It has been discovered recently 
that one site has been prospected il
legally and has caused damage to 
parkland. Also, a coal operator says 
he plans to apply for a surface min
ing permit to strip a five-mile sec
tion within the park. 

Prospecting permits differ from 
regular mining permits in that they 
are easier to obtain, involve fewer 
environmental protection provi
sions, and impose a 250-ton limit on 
extracted coal. "Excess tonnage" 
permits, however, can be granted if 
a prospector feels he needs to do 
further "testing." In the past, they 
have been issued rather freely. 

jed Christensen, director of 
OSMRE, stated that "OSMRE fully 
endorses the Department of the In
terior's stated goal of park protection 
and is concerned about impacts to 
park resources resulting from the 
commercial sale of coal under the 
guise of exploration. OSMRE is cur
rently revising its coal exploration 
regulations. Proposed regulations 
[were] expected to be published this 
summer." Meanwhile, the prospect
ing operations have not been halted 
as requested, and the revised regula
tions have not been made public. 

* " & * * 
Order the free Consumer ^ » 1 « » " CJ 
Information Catalog to be on top of the 
latest government information on credit, 
health, home, money matters, and much 
more. It lists more than 200 booklets, many 
free. So send for the Catalog now. You'll be 
head and shoulders above the crowd. Write: 

Consumer Information Center 
Dept. MR, Pueblo, Colorado 81009 
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O U T D O O R E X P L O R E R 

T R A V E L / T O U R S 

ADVENTURE SAFARIS 
Lodges - Camping - Walking 

Tanzania & Kenya 
from $2495 - including air 

D P H O T O W O R K S H O P S 
Special safaris designed 

by and for photographers 

write for free catalogue 

V O Y A G E R S 
Dept PK-9, PO Box 915, Ithaca, NY 14851 
k (607) 257-3091 

see the Parks from the river... 

MOKI MAC 
River Expedi t ions Inc. 

Your National Park Service 
Concessionaire for Grand 
Canyon and Canyonlands 
National Parks. 

MOKI MAC . . . s p e c i a l i s t s 
in m e m o r a b l e r i v e r a n d 
c o m b i n a t i o n t o u r s . . . f rom 
o n e day t o t w o w e e k s . 

Call or write for free brochure. 

MOKI MAC 
River Expeditions, Inc. 

p.o. box 212421NP 
salt lake city, Utah 84121 

(801)943-6707 

QUESTERS Describes 37 \ 
1 9 8 8 / 8 9 sojourns. Natural 
DIRECTORY history culture. 
NOW antiquities. 
AVAILABLE Write or call. 
Q UESTERS WORLDWIDE NATURE TOURS „ 

Dept NPC. 257 Park Ave S. NY NY 10010 • (212) 673-3120 

ALASKA 
DISCOVERY 
Join Alaska's oldest and most respected wilderness 
expedition company on four day to two week ad
ventures into Glacier Bay National Park. Admiral
ty Island Wilderness, and other outstanding wild-
lands throughout Alaska Award-winning program 
of completely outfitted expeditions by raft, canoe, 
touring kayak, backpack, or private charter boat 
Trip leaders are highly qualified, year-round Alaska 
residents, and certified by the Alaska Wilderness 
Guides Association. Join our scheduled trips from 
June through September, or arrange your own 
custom group itinerary. 
Contact Alaska Discovery, 369 South Franklin 
St., Juneau, Alaska 99801. (907) 586-1911 

KOKSETNA LODGE 
Lake Clark National Park & Preserve 
for a wilderness experience you will 

always treasure 
• hiking 
• boating 
• wildlife and bird observation 
• photography 

• quiet 
Write: Hornberger 

KOKSETNA 
Port Alsworth, Alaska 99653 
call (907) 781-2227 

M E R C H A N D I S E 

SOAR through THE GRAND CANYON 
Right In Your Own Living Room! 

1-hour, 
spectacular 
HELICOPTER 
exploration 
you'll never 
forget. 

5 years in the making. This life-like videotape takes 
you on the most revealing panoramic flight ever 
recorded. You'll skim plateaus and scale awesome 
formations to breathtaking music. CRITICALLY 
ACCLAIMED. A must for every VCR library. Other 
nature videotapes available. FREE DETAILS. 
V'HS or BETA, in Hi-Fi/Stereo $29.95 + $2.50 S&H 

NORMAN BEERGER PRODUCTIONS 
3217-MM,Arville, Las Vegas, NV 89102 • (702) 876-2328 

. » CARRY A TUNE 
sn^^^r Our imporied Irish Pennywhistle is a quality 

^ ^ H * nickel plated brass instrument Pleasing 
^ ^ ^ ^ N , . flute-like lone goes with guitar etc 
^ ^ B JA^tSurprisingly easy to learn Pennywhistle & 

^ A WKm 130-pg beginner songbook Si 2 95 
\**\\\\\\\~^m\\\T Above plus taped lessons S22 50 

Extra whistle for duets S6 CA add 6% 
Minstrel Music p 0 Box 28692 F Santa Ana CA 92799 

C L O T H I N G / E Q U I P M E N T 

J J — B ii«nMi*«trjiMms>3yiDf»»«MH.T'ivl • • • • — K f t i ^ W W 

100% Cotton 

BUSH vest $39 
Pre-washed and worldly-wise, our 

Bush Vest has pockets enough to accommo
date even the hest-equipped of travelers. 

J3331 Khaki, ivory, 
faded indigo 
XS S M L XL J 
Imported 

e send Check. Visa. Amei. U/C. DC to 224 Grant Ave.. 
Dept. Z36, P.O. Box 7347. San Francisco. CA 94120 
Add CA, NY. TX, OK Salee Tai and M for Shipping 

Order Toll-frM 80O-BS7-BS0O 

GET OUT OF 
YOUR JEANS! 
. . . and into the exquisite comfort 
of our lushly textured pure 
cotton pants. Drawstring 
waist for perfect fit 
with two hip pockets 
Offered in: Natural • Navy 
White • Grey • Plum • Purple 
Brown • Lilac • Apricot • Russet 
Green • Black • Powder Blue 

$21 Ppd. & G u a r a n t e e d 
State waist hip measurements lup to 44 | 

«-72C\ DEVA. a Cottage Industry 
v&fVV Box NP46. Burkittsville. MD 21718 
^ ^ M'C, VISA orders (301) 663-4900 
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A Poignant Farewell 
From Howard Chapman 

At the 1987 Western Region Su
perintendents' Conference held at 
Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area in April, Western Region Di
rector Howard Chapman gave his fi
nal address before retiring. Chapman 
has given 40 years of his life to the 
National Park Service. His retire
ment was precipitated by power 
struggles between the NPS and As
sistant Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, 
and Parks William P Horn. 

In his parting comments, Chap
man spoke of how the practices of 
the current Administration are 
crumbling the morale of Park Ser
vice devotees. The following are ex
cerpts from Chapman's speech: 

"To many of you, my pending re
tirement came as a surprise and no 
doubt you must have wondered 
why, after waging a fight with the 
assistant secretary's office about my 
performance rating for the last eight 
months, do I elect to leave. For me 
the insecurity in the Senior Execu
tive Service makes anyone who 

speaks out vulnerable to the political 
forces of the Administration. I have 
chosen to depart on my terms—not 
theirs. . . . 

"Why must I have to confront a 
reviewer of my supervisor's rating 
who . . . elects to give me a failing 
mark without any discussion? My 
issue involved some of the highest 
officials in the Department. Where 
experience should have brought a 
greater concern for people who carry 
out the NPS mission, instead, a cal
lousness and arrogance prevailed— 
all the way to the Secretary. 

crosscountry skiing 

Winter Wonderland 
t \ WINTER'S IDYLL requires a rolling field covered with a thick, soft 

layer of snow, evergreens at the field's edge whose frosted boughs glitter 
in the sun, and a crosscountry ski trail to lead you there. Each year, 
more people discover that no other winter sport can match the exhilara
tion of gliding across the snow with no sounds but those of the woods 
around you, and no crowds-fust a few friends. If you're thinking of ski
ing, try crosscountry: the perfect way to escape into winter. 

MICHIGAN 

Uncommon Adventures-Explore 
Michigan's national parks on skinny 
skis! We offer weekend programs on 
over 100 miles of wild and groomed 
trails through Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore. Ski beautiful 
meandering trails through the hills of 
Michigan's maple sugar country. We 

offer a variety of accommodations in 
our weekend packages-from bluff-
top lodges to country inns to luxury 
condominiums (combined nordic and 
alpine). We also offer a ski touring 
program along the birch lines cliffs 
of the Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore that is two to five days 
long. From the warmth of a country 
cabin or a winter camping adven

ture, we design a program fit for 
your needs. Our complete packages 
combine pleasant accommodations, 
terrific meals, professional guides, 
and transportation from Lansing or 
Detroit. Two-night weekend 
packages run from lanuary 15 
through March 6 and average $140 
per person. Pictured Rocks area and 
Detroit pickups somewhat higher. 
Group discounts available. 

MINNESOTA 

The Gunflint area has become 
the premiere crosscountry skiing 
area of the midwest. Two of the 
area's finest resorts catering to cross
country skiers are Bearskin Lodge 
and Gunflint Lodge. In addition to 
the accommodations and packages 
they offer individually, they started 
the first lodge-to-lodge ski program 
in the midwest. 

Bearskin Lodge-Th\s lodge is the only 
resort on East Bearskin Lake, located 
in a secluded bay. It offers four 
housekeeping lodges featuring 
fireplaces and private decks, and 
eight secluded housekeeping cabins 
and Ski Haus. Bearskins naturalist 
program helps you get closer to 
nature and better appreciate the 
spectacular natural surroundings. In 
winter Bearskin Lodge becomes a ski 
touring center that offers some of 
the finest crosscountry trails in the 
midwest. 

Gunflint Lodge-ThJs lodge is 
located next to the Boundary Waters 

advertisement 



"It concerns me that I have to do 
battle with departmental officials 
who should be advocates for the 
National Park Service—not adver
saries. I consider the mission of the 
NPS to be one that should bring 
forth the best in us. This organiza
tion has long prided itself on being 
people-caring. O n the surface, in 
our mission as interpreters of the 
great heritage of this country, that is 
true. But to really carry the banner 
of being people-caring also means 
that we reach out to our people— 
visitor and employee. 

"The personnel organization of 
the Service needs to develop this 
kind of commitment so that they are 
seen as caring in a way that the 
whole of the organization responds 
to employees. With this kind of at
mosphere to work in, the employees 
better serve the visitor both in time 
of pleasure as well as in tragedy. 

"And finally, I am distressed to
day by the at t i tude held toward the 
federal employee by many Ameri
cans. Forty years ago the college 
graduate saw federal service as an 
inspirational calling. But events over 

the last decade or more have caused 
citizens to question integrity, hon
esty, and commitment of the entire 
federal workforce because of the 
transgressions of a few. 

"I am quick to recognize that the 
National Park Service is held in high 
esteem by the public. But when 
viewed against the backdrop of att i
tude about federal service, then we 
in the NPS must always be con
scious of our high calling, and be 
prepared to constantly match our 
deeds with the highest expectations 
of the trust placed in us ." 

crosscountry skiing 

Winter Wonderland 
Wilderness in northeastern Min
nesota. Gunflint has over 100K of 
groomed and tracked trails. There 
are scenic overlooks of the Canadian 
Wilderness to the north combined 
with an abundance of wildlife in this 
heavily forested area. The Gunflint 
winter season starts with Thanksgiv
ing and continues until April 17th. 
Gunflint Lodge offers a special 
package to readers of NATIONAL 
PARKS which includes 7 nights ac
commodations in a chalet. 2 dinners, 
and use of all trails along with any 
needed transportation to adjacent 
trail heads. This special package is 
$275 per person for the first two 
persons, and $100 per additional 
person. It is available all winter with 
the exception of the Christmas-New 
Years holiday and Presidents' Day 
weekend in February. 

PICTURED ROCKS & 
SLEEPING BEAR DUNES 
NATIONAL LAKESHORES 

* Complete X-C Ski Venture* 

EVERGLADES NATIONAL PARK 
* Guided Canoe Voyages 

PO. Box 6066 
E.Lansing, MI 48823 

(517)332-3609 

COLORADO/UTAH/ARIZONA 

Colorado Outward Bound School-
Ski mountaineering, crosscountry ski
ing, hut-to-hut touring, avalanche 
safety courses in Colorado, Utah and 

COLORADO 
OUTWARD 

BOUND 
SCHOOL 

COLORADO'S 
FINEST POWDER 

Ski Mountaineering 
Cross-Country Skiing 
Hut-to-Hut Courses 

Avalanche Forecasting 

(303) 837-0880 

945 Pennsylvania, Dept. NW 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

Arizona. 8-21 day courses include in
struction, food, lodging, and equip
ment. Write/call for a free catalog. 
945 Pennsylvania St.. Dept. NPW, 
Denver. CO 80203; (303) 837-0880; 

SKI THE BEST 
MINNESOTA'S 

BOUNDARY WATERS 
WILDERNESS 

Two of the 
Midwest's Finest Ski Resorts 

Offer You 

150 K of groomed & tracked trails 
Cabins, chalets, lodges & hostel rooms, 

Saunas, hot tub, fireplaces, meals 
Lodge-to-lodge packages 
November to April skiing 

Bearskin Lodge & Gunflint Lodge 
Gunflint Trail, Grant Marais, MN 

CALL TOLL FREE FOR 
BOTH BROCHURES 
1-800-328-3325 
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Send for 
your free 

Eddie Bauer 
catalog. 

JDefore you begin your next 
adventure, take a trip through 
the Eddie Bauer catalog. For 67 
years, we've been supplying 
unique, functional clothing and 
gear for every outdoor experience. 

Discover our exciting new line 
of men's and women's active and 
casual clothing, prime goose 
down products, recreational gear, 
gifts and home comforts. 

Every purchase is backed by 
our quality, service and lifetime 
Unconditional Guarantee: You 
must be completely satisfied—or 
your money back. 

Send for your free, full-color 
catalog with the coupon below— 
or call toll-free for fast delivery. 

Call toll-free, 24 hours: 
1-800-426-8020 

(Dept. KNN) 

APT. NO 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

J&Mfa/2$<***QAs> 

DEPT. KNN, FIFTH & UNION 
PO BOX 3787 

SEATTLE WA 98124-2287 
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"B roadway , " Alcatraz Prison 

ORAL HISTORIES, SOUND EFFECTS 
BRING LIFE TO 'THE ROCK' 

No one had thought that Alcatraz 
Island in San Francisco Bay would 
be such a popular park. When Alca
traz opened in 1973 as part of 
Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area, 50 people were brought over 
by boat every 45 minutes. By 1987, 
that figure had grown to 350 or 400 
an hour, or approximately 850,000 
visitors a year. Rangers were leading 
guided tours of 160 to 450 people at 
a time. Interpretation became so 
hectic that rangers felt that they 
were not being effective. 

NPS interpretive chiefs Marty 
Leicester and John Martini and the 
ranger staff decided to create an au

dio tape that would serve the same 
function as the rangers' talks. But, 
instead of using the standard format 
of a tired voice doing the whole nar
ration, they used oral histories enliv
ened with sound effects. 

With dogged research, a task force 
was able to locate seven former in
mates, two of whom were still in 
prison in Leavenworth, Kansas, and 
Lompoc, California. They also 
found five correctional officers who 
wanted to participate in the project. 

Through open-ended interviews, 
they accumulated 80 hours of oral 
history tapes that cover aspects of 
the men's daily lives, stories of their 
escape attempts, and memories of 
men like the Birdman of Alcatraz. 
One voice on the tape belongs to an 
82-year-old convict who tells of his 
experiences playing in the prison 
band with Al Capone and Machine 
Gun Kelly. The raw footage was 
edited down to 40 minutes, which 
Antenna Theater, a production 
group in Sausalito, then mixed with 
sound effects of gates closing, gun
shots, and whistling winds. 

At the park, tapes are distributed 
with portable tape players. The 
tapes have been so popular that they 
are being requested by 65 to 70 per
cent of the visitors. Standard use of 
audio tapes usually runs about 35 to 
40 percent. 

THE EIGHTH EDITION 
O F AN NPCA ORIGINAL 
It is always satisfying when a book 
has a long life, particularly when it is 
one of your own. So, NPCA was 
pleased that Exploring Our National 
Parks and Monuments has gone into 
its eighth edition. Written by Dever-
eux Butcher, a past president of 
NPCA, it was originally published 
under the auspices of this associa
tion. The first edition of the guide, 
in 1947, was printed from plates 
taken directly from the magazine. 

Butcher became the sole author in 
1957, and the book has become a 
standard against which new park 
guidebooks are measured. 

This edition—the first one in a 
decade—includes sections about the 
new parks in Alaska and other parts 
of the system as well as updated in
formation about the rest of the 
parks. 

But, most importantly, Butcher 
covers a wide range of interests. This 
is a guidebook that would interest 
tourists, birdwatchers, historians, 
geologists, naturalists, students, and 
those who, like all NPCA members, 
are concerned about threats to the 
park system. 

Published as a Gambit Book by 
the Harvard Common Press, Boston, 
Massachusetts; 386 pages, 320 pho
tographs; $14.95 in softcover edition. 
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DAVID MUENCH'S NEW BOOK: 
SEEING NATURE IN A NEW WAY 
David Muench is the best of the 
well-known landscape photogra
phers. For years, his work has filled 
calendars, books, and other publica
tions. In fact, much of the graphic 
beauty of National Parks magazine 
has been developed through the use 
of David Muench photographs. His 
pictures are always technically per
fect and beautifully composed ver
sions of natural wonders. 

Yet, his new book, American 
Landscape, with text by T.H. Wat-
kins, is something different. In this 
collection of photographs, Muench's 
refined vision creates a reality that 
we would never be able to see on 
our own. 

Somehow—through the use of 
subtle color and an abstract, paint
erly quality—he has been able to 
evoke that ephemeral "sense of 
place" that is the emotional core of 
any landscape. This is a book that 
will help you see your favorite 
places in an even better light. You 
will find yourself closing the book 
with a deepened reverence for the 
American landscape. 

Published by the Graphic Arts 
Center, Portland, Oregon; 207 pages; 
$36.50 in a slipcase. 

COOPERATING ASSOCIATIONS, 
PHOTOGRAPHERS & WRITERS 
Nature photographers do not make 
easy livings; few make "good" 
livings. Yet, an increasing numbers 
of photographers and writers have 
begun to share their fees with the 
parks. For instance, Charles Mauzy 
and Art Wolfe are among the excel
lent wildlife photographers who 
send half of their honorariums to 
the cooperating associations of the 
park where they had shot their pho
tographs. 

We would like to hear about the 
ideas, books, people, or programs 
that you feel contribute to our un
derstanding, use, arid protection of 
the national parks. Please send 
items to Gallery. National Parks 
magazine, 1015 Thirty-first Street, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20007. 

.Classifieds. 
SI.00 per word—minimum S15.00. Send copy with check 
to Classified Advertising Manager, National Parks, 1015 
Thirty-first St., N.W., Wash. D.C. 20007, or call 
202/944-8564. 

Travel/Tours 
AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND WALKABOUTS: Es
corted and independent hiking and nature tours. New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks and Milford Tracks; 
Australia's Outback, Far North, and Great Barrier Reef. 
Extensions to Fiji, Tahiti, and New Guinea. PACIFIC 
EXPLORATION CO., Box 3042-W, Santa Barbara, CA 
93130. (805) 687-7282. 

KENYA/TANZANIA ADVENTURE. Ascend Kiliman
jaro; explore wildlife kingdoms; hike around Mount Ke
nya or climb or explore Kenya Parks. Sponsored at cost. 
Inquire. Iowa Mountaineers, PO. Box 163, Iowa City, 
Iowa 52244. 

ADVENTURES UNDER SAIL: Follow the migrations 
aboard 42' Blue Water sailing yacht with captain/natur
alist. New England whaling grounds, intracoastal water
ways, Bahamas out-islands. Small informal groups. Bro
chure, CVS., Box 1144, East Dennis, Mass. 02641. 

Visit BUCK ISLAND, Underwater National Park, ST. 
CROIX. Stay at the 1780 Historic Pink Fancy Hotel. Call 
800-524-2045. Write 27 Prince St., Christiansted, St. 
Croix 00820. 

Real Estate/Rentals 
90 acres wilderness $44,000. Coastal Highway 45 min
utes Bar Harbor Airport, Evergreens, privacy, brook. Can 
divide. (207) 374-2169 

San Juan Islands, Washington State. Some of the most 
inviting property in the world. Year round boating and 
fishing in protected Puget Sound. Mild marine climate. 
Quiet, uncomplicated island living in a safe, clean, un
spoiled environment of extraordinary beauty. Strict, 
protective land use planning. Striking waterfront, farms, 
spectacular view sites, quality homes in wide price 
ranges. Ask for our portfolio of homes and properties 
and information on island living. Century 21 Dave 
Church Realty, Inc., PO Box 276, Eastsound, WA 98245. 
(206) 376-2262. 

Merchandise 
THE TETONS. YELLOW'STONE. JACKSON HOLE. 
Limited edition prints and gallery posters on the land
scapes and western lore of Wyoming. Send for free color 
brochure. Mountain Graphics, Box 3139, Jackson, WY 
83001. 

FLOWERS AND FEATHERS on a watercolor back
ground in a 2" button. Specify background color (most 
colors available). $2.50. Creations—NP, Box 673, Stevens 
Point, WT 54481. 

Schools 
C O L O R A D O OUTWARD BOUND SCHOOL Out 
door excitement in the Rockies, Utah canyonlands and 
on the rapids. Ages 14 and up. Contact 945 Pennsylvania 
St., Dept. NP-86, Denver, Colorado 80203. (303) 837-
0880. 

Resorts/Ranches 
From DOUBLE K RANCH hike Washington's William 
O . Douglas and \ o ; s e Peak Wildernesses, Rainier Na
tional Park. Comfortable accommodations, excellent 
food. Horses available from Susee's Skyline Packers, 
Forest Service permitee. Brochure. Goose Prairie, W;A 
98929. 

LOS PINOS RANCH. Cowles, New Mexico, near Santa 
Fe, Pecos Wilderness. Accommodates 16 in relaxed at
mosphere. June to October. No poisonous snakes, scor
pions, mosquitoes. Magnificent riding, trips, trout, ex
cellent food. Address: 13 Craig Road, Morristown, NJ 
07960; May to September, Rt. 3, Box 8, Tererro, NM 
87573. 

Miscellaneous 
BATTLEFIELD FOR SALE. Help preserve Custer Battle
field. 'Deed' suitable for framing for tax deductible gift 
over $20. Gift catalog. Custer Battlefield Preservation 
Committee, Box 7NP, Hardin, MT 59034 (406) 665-1876. 

Wildlife Art 
WILDLIFE ART PRINTS. Limited editions bv ROBERT 
BATEMAN, RON PARKER, ROD FREDERICK, STEVE 
LYMAN, BEV DOOLITTLE, and others. Please call Dick 
(415) 938-8699, or write, MADERA ALTA, Box 846, 
Alamo, CA 94507. 

Videos 
BADLANDS VIDEO TRNP VHS, BETA S17.00 post
paid. Michael McGrath, PO. Box 129, Hewitt, NJ 07421. 

Entertainment 
THE ADIRONDACK STORYTELLER. Wilderness tales 
from New York's legendary North Country told by old-
time guides, hunters, farmers, villagers, innkeepers, 
sightseers, campers. "He's a one-man repertory compa
ny!"—AP "An Adirondack guide of the imagination!"— 
Adirondack Daily Enterprise. The perfect after-dinner 
entertainment. John Vinton, 167 Hicks Street, Brooklyn, 
NY 11201 (718) 522-5588. 

The 
American Hiking 
Society... 
To explore, enjoy and 
preserve America's trails 

Join Us 
The American Hiking Society 
1015 Th i r t y First St. N W 
Wash ing ton , D.C. 20007 

YES! I wish to lend my suppor t to the preserva
tion of Amer ica ' s trails. Please enroll me as a 
member of The American Hiking Society: 

• Life $500 • Contr ibut ing $100 
P Family $25 • Foreign $25 
D Individual $15 D Student $10 
P Senior Citizen S10 

Dues & Contributions are Tax-Deductible 

Total amoun t enclosed $ 

Name 

A d d r e s s . 

City . S t a t e . .Zip 
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Park Portfolio. 
Truth and fiction mingle de

lightfully in the lore of Death 
Valley's mysterious Scotty 
and his famous castle. An or
dinary one-blanket jackass 
prospector, Death Valley 
Scotty suddenly acquired a 

castle and became a flamboy
ant Horatio Alger legend in his 
own time. 

Born in Cynthiana, Ken
tucky, on September 20, 1872, 
Walter E. Scott [was] a roman
tic like his namesake, the great 
Scottish novelist. Young Wal
ter couldn't resist the appeal 
of the West and at age 11 he 

struck out for northeastern 
Nevada. 

When he was 16, in 1888, he 
joined Buffalo Bill Cody's 
"Wild West Show." From that 
time on, Scott's life would be a 
nonstop performance. 

In 1902, Scott borrowed two 
high-grade gold specimens 
that some mining people had 
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given his wife in Colorado. He 
then visited wealthy Julian 
Gerard in New York. Scott 
claimed that the nuggets had 
come from his mine in Death 
Valley, and he convinced Ge
rard to advance him a grub
stake. 

For the next two years Scott 
faithfully wrote Gerard, 
claiming a succession of rich 
finds in Death Valley, but 
never shipping any ore. By 
1904, Gerard had invested 
more than $5,000 without see
ing anything in return. Then, 
Scott ostentatiously boarded 
an eastbound train, carrying 
with him a traveling bag sup
posedly holding $12,000 in 
gold dust. Gerard never saw 
that gold either, as the bag was 
mysteriously "stolen." 

Newspapers eagerly picked 
up the story, thus prompting 
Walter to begin a publicity 
campaign by orchestrated vis
its to Goldfield, Nevada, and 
Los Angeles. 

The notoriety soon brought 
Scotty additional grubstake 
offers. Among the correspon
dents was Albert M. Johnson 
of Chicago. In the winter of 
1909, Johnson spent almost a 
month with Scotty in Death 
Valley. He saw no gold mine, 
but the climate improved his 
chronically poor health. Re
turning the following spring— 
again more for the climate 
than for gold—Johnson con
cluded that his friend really 
had no mine. 

Albert Johnson had become 
so attached to Death Valley 
that he quietly began purchas
ing land in Grapevine Canyon, 
eventually obtaining more 
than 1,500 acres. 

In 1922, a crew arrived to 
begin erecting three buildings. 
Although the buildings lacked 
esthetics, they did include 
quite advanced refinements 
for such a remote desert set
ting: a generator, a refrigera-

The interior is filled with handcrafted tiles and wrought iron. In the living room, 
water trickles down a rock-faced wall, acting as a humidifier. 

tion plant, and indoor plumb
ing. The appearance of these 
obviously costly structures 
once again thrust Scotty into 
the news. 

Johnson kept a low profile 
by stating, deadpan, "I'm only 
his banker." The old legend of 
Scotty's elusive mine soon re
surfaced, but this time the 
new, comfortable dwellings 
provided tangible evidence 
that he had somehow acquired 
a sizable amount of money. 

Johnson's role assumed a 
mysterious, detached quality; 
he stood quietly in the shad
ows and continued to fuel the 

controversy with money. But 
he soon decided to construct a 
real desert abode, both to keep 
the public furor aflame and to 
provide a sanctuary from the 
rigors of Chicago. 

Once committed, only the 
best would do. During all 
phases of construction Scotty 
bragged continuously to re
porters about the castle he had 
ordered built in Death Valley. 

Excerpted from Scotty's Castle: The Story 
Behind the Scenery, by Stanley W. 
Paher; photographs from Death Valley: 
The Story Behind the Scenery; KC 
Publications, Box 14883, Las Vegas, NV 
89114, $4.50. 
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Normandy's 
"Perilous" 
Grande 
Randonnee 
Trail 
Like hiking through 
a fine restaurant 
175miles long. 

You have to keep hiking to keep 

from gaining weight in South Nor

mandy. Cream is queen and cheese is 

king in the cuisine of this most fertile 

land in France. "Fast food" takes four 

hours. The hiker struggles from one 

seven-course meal to the next, begin

ning to wonder if the trail should be 

measured in calories, not kilometres. 

Norman farmers, inn-keepers and 

villagers are endlessly hospitable— 

genuinely fond of "les Americains"-

and always ready to send the calorie 

count soaring. They offer just one 

more wedge of their 

cream-rich local cheese— 

Camembert. O r fresh-

c a u g h t sh r imp and 

mussels simmered in 

e v e n more c ream. 

O r eclairs swol len 

w i th heavy cream 

and stuf fed w i th 

several kinds o f 

c h o c o l a t e . O r 

i n n o c e n t 

pas t r ies at 4 0 0 

ca lo r ies a b i t e . 

Occasional cliffs and steep 

paths are not the major concern 

along this trai l . Surviving the 

relentless hospital i ty o f the 

c h e e r f u l Normans is t h e t rue 

c h a l l e n g e —and d e l i g h t . 

PET 
An IC Industries Company 

Pet Incorporated makes good-tasting 

nutritional foods for active people. 
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