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ADVERTISEMENT 

TRIBUTE TO 
EXCELLENCE 

Marjory Stoneman Douglas Award 

Presented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon 
Ami Co., this award recognizes outstanding efforts 
resulting in protection of a unit or a proposed unit of 
the National Park System. The award is named in 
honor of Marjory Stoneman Douglas, who devoted 
many years to preserving the fragile ecosystem of the 
Florida Everglades. 

ISAAC C. " IKE" EASTVOLD, the 1991 recipient, is 
founder and president of Friends of the Albuquerque 
Petroglyphs, a group dedicated to preventing the 
destruction of ancient rock art on a 17-mile-long 
escarpment near Albuquerque. His leadership led to 
the establishment of the 7,669-acre Petroglyph 
National Monument in June 1990. Isaac C. "Ike" Eastvold 

Stephen Tyng Mather Award 

The Stephen Tyng Mather Award, named for the 
first director of the National Park Service, is pre­
sented by NPCA and the Faultless Starch/Bon Ami 
Co. in recognition of a Park Service employee who 
has risked his or her job or career for the principles 
and practices of gtxxl stewardship. 

The 1991 recipient is CHRISTINE L. SHAVER, chief of 
the Policy, Planning, and Permit Review Branch of 
NPS's Air Quality Division. Over the past several 
years, she has taken direct action to remedy sources 
of air pollution affecting national parks—most 
notably the Grand Canyon, where she helped secure 
emission limitations on a nearby power plant. Christine L. Shaver 

The Faultless Starch/Ron Ami Company wishes to congratulate the recipients ot these awards and 
thank them for the excellent contrihution they have made to the protection ot our environment. 

The Faultless Starch/Bon Ami Company has actively supported the efforts of organizations such as 
NPCA for more than 100 years and will continue to work toward the goal of preserving our natural 
resources tor future generations. 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 

Wondering why National Parks features 
a state park in this issue? We admit it's 
unusual, but then so is New York's 
Adirondack Park. At just under 6 mil­
lion acres, the park is larger than any 
national park in the lower 48 and is 
undoubtedly a national treasure, re­
gardless of what entity owns or man­
ages it. And as the Adirondack Park 
celebrates its centennial this year, it faces 
many of the same problems and chal­
lenges confronted by our national parks. 
Developers are closing in on the park's 
boundaries, the "wise use" movement 
is pushing for abolishment of land-use 
controls on the private holdings, and 
funds for state acquisition of new par­
cels are not being appropriated. Like 
the national parks, the Adirondack Park 
is in trouble and needs our help. 
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O U T L O O K 

An Open Letter 

D EAR PRESIDENT BUSH AND GOVERNOR CLINTON: 

In my travels across the country, I have found that there is a growing frustration 
reflected in the spirit of the American people. This frustration stems from the fact 
that conflict management—with all the public confrontation, costly and time-
consuming lawsuits, and general lack of progress—is assumed to be the only way to 
achieve results that are in the nation's best interest. 

The environment is a good case in point. The health of our planet is a concern 
that all of us—from all economic strata, ethnic origins, regions of the country— 
share equally. Yet there seems to be more and more conflict about the importance 
and the relevance of the environment as part of economic, social, and even defense 
policy. 

During the past few years, environmental degradation has been cast as the price 
we must pay for economic growth; environmental well-being is seen as a frivolous 
benefit that should be enjoyed only when we can spare the funds. The conflict 
occurs when we must choose between jobs and the environment. 

But Americans don't want to have to make that choice—they want both and 
believe that public leaders should find the way to protect both. As Kenny Loggins 
sings on my daughter's radio, "It's been too many years of taking now/Isn't it time to 
stop somehow?/Air that's too angry to breathe/Water our children can't drink.../Do 
you care enough/Where's your Conviction of the Heart?" 

During this important period in which you will outline your positions on the 
issues this nation faces, I urge you to see the environment not as a source of conflict 
but as a part of the solution to conflict. Go beyond one-dimensional thinking that 
concludes we have to have jobs or a healthy environment, and one at the expense of 
the other. 

I believe that the alternative to the "crisis management" way America does things 
now is formulation of a good business plan. No one can borrow from an investor or 
carry out a successful enterprise without one. 

We as a nation have a proven track record in the art and science of managing the 
environment but need a plan to achieve success. Such a business plan would require 
a clear voice from the nation's leader that the environment is part of the path to a 
productive nation and an efficient economy. America needs a leader who views the 
environment as a vital element of our quality of life, be it clear air to breathe, clean 
water to drink, or national parks to enjoy. 

We wish you well in your efforts and look forward to assisting you in any way 
possible in renewing America's commitment to the environment—its "conviction 
of the heart." 

Sincerely, 

September/October 1992 4 



The regal pheasant in an award-winning portrait... 
a Bradford Exchange recommendation 

The golden remains of the wheat harvest rise above the 
pristine white drifts on this frosty winter morning. This 
is the realm of the regal ring-necked pheasant, who 
strides across the fields in all his feathered glory. 

"Winter Colors: Ring-Necked Pheasant" re-creates the 
award-winning art of Darrell Bush on a fine-china col­
lector's plate. And, like exceptional plates that command 
hundreds of dollars on the plate market, "Winter Colors: 
Ring-Necked Pheasant" appears to have what it takes 
to go up in value once the edition closes. 

Not every plate goes up in value; some go down. But 
the edition of "Winter Colors: Ring-Necked Pheasant" 
is strictly limited to a maximum of 150 firing days, and 
demand is expected to be strong. So, if you wish to ob­
tain this plate at the $39.50 issue price, the time to act 
is now. To order your plate — fully backed by our 365-
day unconditional guarantee - send no money now, 
simply complete and mail the coupon at right. 

c 1991 BGE PHB-524 

Please respond by: October 31, 1992 

Order Form for "Winter Colors: Ring-Necked Pheasant" 

The Bradford Exchange 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60648 

Please enter my order for "Winter Colors: Ring-Necked 
Pheasant." I understand I need SEND NO MONEY NOW. 
I will be billed$39.50* when my plate is shipped. Limit: one 
plate per customer. 

Signature 

Name (Please Print) 
J L 
Telephone 

Address 

City State Zip 
'Plus a total of $3.49 postage and handling, and sales tax where applicable. 
The plate price in Canada is $44.31). Pending credit approval 7511-E26 191 

"Winter Colors: Ring-Necked Pheasant" 
In full color on fine china; 
rimmed in 22-karat gold ^A 
Shown smaller than actual ^dtf&A 
diameter of 8Vi inches _an>S? 
c 1991 W. S. George y^!i,\ 
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Getting Too Many 
Conservation 
Mailings? 

Occasionally, on a limited and 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to other 
organizations whose goals and 
programs might interest you. 

If you prefer not to be included 
with the names we make available, 
let us know and we will remove 
your name from the list. 

Just attach a current label from 
National Parks magazine and send 
it to us at the address below. 

L E T T E R S 

Membership Department 
NPCA 
1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20036 

Desert Shield 
For the first time in my life, I am com­
pelled to write how impressed I am 
with a cover of a magazine. The May/ 
June 1992 issue is stunning. As one who 
greatly respects the desert, I appreciate 
your support by providing information 
about the desert to the many who have 
not been able to experience it. We can't 
do enough at this time to protect and 
preserve the desert, though your article 
helps tremendously. Thank you. 

Sheila Anglese 
Stockton, CA 

I am grateful for your courageous stand 
on Senate bill 21 to protect wildlife in 
our national parks. It must be passed 
without the Marlenee amendment, 
which would allow hunting in the pro­
posed Mojave National Monument 
and open the door to the desecration of 
wildlife in others. 

Non-hunters represent more than 90 
percent of this country's population. 
Most citizens are not aware that the 10 
percent hunting minority, together with 
the notorious National Rifle Associa­
tion, has maneuvered hunting and trap­
ping privileges in more than half of this 
nation's federal wildlife refuges. Sport 
hunters kill trophy animals, the prime 
breeding stock—not the sick and weak, 
as do natural predators. They are the 
worst kind of wildlife managers. It's 
time for those of us who prefer our 
wildlife alive and our environment safe 
to raise our voices and get out our pens 
to write to our senators. 

Chris Andcrlik 
Empire, MI 

Write On 
One feature of your magazine that I 
always look for is the "Readers can send 
letters to..." section at the end of your 
articles dealing with important issues. 
Writing to officials and legislators is 
vitally important, and the timing of such 
correspondence can significantly affect 
the impact of a letter. For this reason, I 

have assumed that, when you don't in­
clude this comment after an article, the 
timing isn't right. I strongly encourage 
you to include your letters comment on 
every article where you feel we [read­
ers] can have an impact. 

Glen Simmonds 
Hampstead, NC 

When we suggest that readers write to 
their members of Congress, the Interior 
Department, etc., we do so because those 
are the cases in which we think letters 
would he the most timely and important. 
The idea is to channel our members' ef­
forts in what we believe will be the most 
effective way. However, if any topic dis­
cussed in the magazine motivates you, 
please write. It certainly can't hurt, and 
it may well help. 

—the Editors 

Support System 
We need to keep strong support in the 
park system through our park rangers. 
More is being asked of them, but there 
is less support monetarily. Parks will 
not survive without adequate staffing. 

Laura McGowan 
Albuquerque, NM 

Write: Letters, NPCA, 1776 Massachu­
setts Ave., N.W., Washington, DC 
20036. Please include address and phone 
for verification. Or call 1-900-835-6344. 
Callers will he charged 89 cents a minute. 
Instructions will be given at the time of 
call. All calls and letters may be edited 
for length and clarity. 

Corrections 
In the May/June 1992 issue, the ar­
ticle "America's Rainforests" should 
have stated that moss thrives in the 
rainforest as the ecosystem develops; 
that Glacier Bay's forest has fewer 
decaying trees than other Southeast 
Alaska forests; and that pigs were 
brought centuries ago to Hawaii by 
Polynesians. 

September/October 1992 6 
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International Wildlife Coalition 
presents an original work in fine porcelain 
by award-winning artist Ed Bierly. 

Asun-drenched giade in the forest. A mother doe lovingly 
nuzzles her fawns. A tender moment seen only by those 

who understand that man is merely a guest here, for these 
woods belong to the animals. N o organization understands this 
better than the International Wildlife Coalition; no artist 
expresses it more beautifully than Ed Bierly. 

N o w all the wonder of woodland life is portrayed by that 
award-winning artist in his collector plate, "Happy Hour." 
Crafted of fine porcelain, hand-numbered and bordered with 
24 karat gold, this superb collector plate bears the artist's 
signature mark on its reverse side. 

Priced at just $29 .50 , this imported Limited Edition 
collector plate will be closed forever after just 45 firing days. 
Available exclusively from The Franklin Mint, Franklin Center, 
PA 19091-0001. 

A Limited Edition Collector Plate. 
Hand-Numbered and Bordered in 2 4 Karat Gold . 

The Franklin Mini Please mail by October 31, 1992. 

Franklin Center, PA 19091-0001 

Please enter my order lor Happy Hour by F.d Bierly. I need SEND NO 

MOM Y NOW. I will be hilled $29.50' when my plate is shipped. I win: one 

plate per collector. _ 'Plus my state sales ux 
,iiul $2.951<"' shipping and kindling. 

SIGN \TURE 
A i l ORDERS ARE SUBJECT TO ACCEPTANCE 

MR/MRS/MISS . 

ADDRESS 

PLEASE PRWT CLEARLY 

AIM. N O . 

CITY/STATI /IP 

II I I PHONE NO. I ) _ 
15642-6NNS-12 

Return Assurance Polity. II you ssish to return any franklin Mint purchase, you may ilo so 
within 30 days ol your receipt ol t li.it purchase rot replacernent, i nil u or refund. 

Plate shown smaller than actual 
size of 8" (20.32 cm) in diameter. 

file:///TURE
http://li.it
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N E W S 
NEW EVIDENCE OUT IN 
YELLOWSTONE PROBE 
Last fall a former National Park Service 
regional director charged the adminis­
tration had altered behind the scenes a 
major NPS plan concerning Yellow­
stone National Park. Documents were 
released in late July that add 
support to those allegations. 

The congressional sub­
committee investigating the 
case has obtained internal De­
partment of Interior memos 
that contradict Interior offi­
cials' denials ol involvement. 
The subcommittee is also ex­
amining the involuntary trans­
fer of the NPS official, former 
Rocky Mountain Regional 
Director Lorraine Mintzmyer. 

"This is not a new story," 
NPCA President Paul Prit-
chard said at an NPCA press 
conference July 22, the day 
after the documents were fea­
tured on the news program 
Dateline NBC. "We believe 
this is a long-term issue that 
has affected and infected the 
National Park Service...the 
intrusion on good manage­
ment by politics." 

The 1 louse of Represen­
tatives subcommittee on civil service 
held a September 1991 hearing at which 
Mintzmyer appeared under subpoena 
and testified there had been extensive 
behind-the-scenes political interference 
in the NPS Vision for the Future plan. 

The plan was a landmark cooperation 
between NPS and the Forest Service, 

which manages six national forests sur­
rounding Yellowstone. Its goal was to 
allow for economic uses of the area but 
still "maintain ecosystem integrity." 

A draft, released in August 1990, was 
criticized by Yellowstone-area legislators 
and commodity groups. Representatives 
of the groups and Sen. Alan Simpson (R-
Wyo.) met October 4,1990, with S. Scott 

Sewell, then Interior's deputy assistant 
secretary for fish, wildlife, and parks, 
about the plan. Sewell is now head of 
Interior's Minerals Management Service. 

In September 1991, a final version of 
the plan was released. It had been cut 
from 60 to 11 pages, and recommenda­
tions were weakened or deleted. 

Mintzmyer testified that Sewell told 
her on October 5,1990, that he had talked 
to White House Chief of Staff John 
Sununu. "He stated that Mr. Sununu told 
him...the Vision document was a 'disaster' 
and must be rewritten," Mintzmyer said. 
"Mr. Sewell made it clear he 'had been 
delegated by the department' to retain 
the appearance the document was the 

product of professional and 
scientific efforts...but that the 
reality would be that the 
document would be revised 
based on these strictly politi­
cal concerns...that it was he 
who would ultimately control 
and revise all content." The 
White House and Interior 
have said Sununu and Sewell 
had no such conversation. 

According to a June letter 
from the subcommittee to 
Secretary of the Interior Ma­
nuel Lujan, Sewell has as­
serted under oath that he first 
saw the revisions to the draft 
in June 1991 and that he made 
only two changes, stiffening 
air quality s tandards and 
shifting public meetings on 
the plan to the park area. 

But the subcommittee said 
it had "uncovered striking in­
consistencies" between his 
statements and other evi­

dence. It cites several documents sug­
gesting Sewell took a lead role in revising 
the plan as early as the fall of 1990. 

A note written November 14, 1990, 
by an Interior official states that she 
and others had revised the document 
"to incorporate comments received so 
far, and in response to Scott's meeting 

September/October 1992 
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plan meant to protect Yellowstone's hot springs and other wonders. 
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with Sens. Simpson, [Malcolm] Wal­
lop [R-Wyo.], and commodities groups. 
Scott is now reviewing this." 

Sewell met with Forest Service offi­
cials January 31, 1991, on the plan, ac­
cording to another memo. The cover of 
one Interior Department copy of the plan 
bears the note, "returned with Sewell 
changes 3/20/91." A May 28, 1991, For­
est Service computer message describes 
Sewell as "their [the Park Service's] Dept. 
contact" for the document. 

The subcommittee asked Lujan for an 
explanation of the inconsistencies and 
for copies of the plan to which the memos 
refer but which Interior has not provided. 
The letter was signed by subcommittee 
chair Rep. Gerry Sikorski (D-Minn.) and 
Rep. Constance Morella (R-Md.). 

Sikorski has accused Interior of hin­
dering the investigation. "However, we 
firmly believe that in the long run it will 
be impossible for the department to 
cover all of its written and verbal trails 
and the truth will win out," he said. 

At the press conference, Mintzmyer's 
lawyer, Carl Hartmann, stated that the 
evidence indicates "a very sophisticated 
operation...to take this document out and 
to cover up." Park Service Director James 
Ridenour, who attended, said Hartmann 
was "way out of line, way off base." 

Interior spokesman Bob Walker called 
the release of documents to the media 
"trial by press release." He said, "It's a 
little difficult sometimes to go back and 
vacuum up every piece of paper...but 
we've certainly made a good faith effort." 

Mintzmyer and Howard Chapman, 
former NPS western regional director, 
appeared at the press conference and 
called for making the Park Service an 
independent agency. They also recom­
mended reform of the Senior Executive 
Service to make upper-level NPS per­
sonnel less vulnerable to political pres­
sure. Pritchard called independence 
"crucial...in getting the Park Service out 
from under the immense pressures that 
work against it in Interior." 

A week later, Rep. Bruce Vento ID-
Minn.), chair of the House subcommit­
tee on national parks, introduced a bill 
to give the National Park Service a much 
greater degree of autonomy without 
completely severing it from Interior. 

PARK MAY BE OPENED TO 
COMMERCIAL FISHING 
Members of Congress from Alaska are 
campaigning this year to open Glacier 
Bay National Park and Preserve to com­
mercial and subsistence fishing and to a 
major increase in cruise ship traffic. 

While the cruise ship measure seems 
to be stalled for now, the other provi­
sions are moving forward. NPCA is 
fighting against their passage. "National 
parks are not for extractive, consump­
tive, commercial uses," said Mary Gris-
co, NPCA Alaska regional director. 

At present, illegal commercial fish­
ing takes place in the park, as does sub­
sistence gathering and Hshing. The Park 
Service has proposed regulations ban­
ning subsistence fishing, as well as bar­
ring commercial fishing in the 9 percent 
of the park's waters designated as wil­
derness. It would sanction commercial 
fishing in the rest until 1998, while it 
carries out studies on the effects. The 
regulations are held up in the admini­
stration's regulatory moratorium. 

NPS is also working on a plan, due 
out in draft form in November, to man­
age cruise ship traffic in the bay. There 
has been a long-running debate over 

The effects of cruise ship and other boat 
traffic on humpback whales are unclear. 

the effects of cruise ship and other boat 
traffic on the endangered humpback 
whales that feed in Glacier Bay. 

Humpback numbers have risen from 
1,200 to 2,500 in the North Pacific since 
1970, good news but still a far cry from 
the 16,000 of a century ago. When 
whales disappeared from Glacier Bay 
during the summer of 1978, the Park 
Service responded by limiting cruise 

NEWSUPDATE 

• Rulings. Two Supreme Court deci­
sions this summer put new obstacles 
in the way of environmental protec­
tion. In June the Court restricted citi­
zens' ability to sue the federal govern­
ment to enforce environmental laws. 
Plaintiffs now must show that they 
themselves suffer concrete harm from 
non-enforcement of the laws. The 
Court ruled in July that governments 
must compensate property owners if 
land-use laws enacted for conserva­
tion purposes strip their land of all 
profitable uses. The ruling was a par­
tial victory for groups who want 
property owners to be paid for any 
reduction conservation laws create in 
their land's profitability. 

• Fault. In July the National Park 
Service exempted Rock Creek Park in 
Washington, D.C., from NPS regula­
tions. The Park Service sanctioned 
commercial advertising during pro­
fessional tennis tournaments held at a 
stadium within the park. NPCA, which 
opposes the increasing commercial­
ization of Rock Creek Park, is calling 
for legislation banning advertising 
from national parks. 
• Award. Every year the Public Lands 
Foundation selects a Bureau of Land 
Management employee for its Out­
standing Public Lands Professional 
Award. Send nominations for the 1992 
award to Ed Zaidlicz, 724 Park Lane, 
Billings, MT 95192. 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

5 

s 

l> 



ship numbers. Whales began returning 
the next year, and the restrictions were 
eased in 1987 and again in 1989. 

Ships now visit the park in greater 
numbers than ever. Whale numbers have 
been declining since 1988. It is unclear to 
what extent the two are related. 

The bills introduced by Rep. Don 
Young (R-Alaska) and Sen. Frank Mur-
kowski (R-Alaska) mandate an increase 
of approximately 70 percent in cruise 
ship numbers. Because of opposition 
within Congress, these provisions were 
later dropped. Young turned his cruise 
ship measure into a separate bill, ap­
proved by the House subcommittee on 
merchant marine and fisheries in June 
but not likely to go farther. 

The other parts of Young's and 
Murkowski's bills, to legalize commer­
cial and subsistence fishing in the non-
wilderness areas of the park, remain. 

The bills leave subsistence fishing 
and gathering open to all residents of 
the general area. NPCA believes if 
subsistence is permitted, the provision 
should be far less sweeping, limited to 
Native Alaskans of the nearby village of 
Hoonah, who have traditionally made 
use of the bay's fish and plant life. 

"Congress should not legislate a de­
cision on fishing and boat traffic in 
Glacier Bay when studies on those very 
issues are still under way," Grisco said. 

HhSWrite to your senators (U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510) and representa­
tives (U.S. House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515), asking them to 
oppose the hills. 

GLACIER FACES SURGE 
IN NEARBY LOGGING 
The Forest Service and the state of 
Montana are proposing a dramatic in­
crease in logging on the border of Gla­
cier National Park. 

Ten separate timber sales are pend­
ing on the west side of Glacier, eight in 
the Flathead National Forest and two 
on state land. All are within five miles 
of the park; some are as close as a mile. 
The sales are not large individually, but 
the cumulative effect is cause for alarm. 

Increased logging near Glacier could fragment habitat for grizzlies (above, courting). 

"It's the sudden drive to market ev­
ery possible stick of timber that we're 
concerned about and that could have a 
disastrous effect on the wildlife of Gla­
cier," said Dale Crane, NPCA Pacific 
Northwest regional director. 

Perhaps no area in the contiguous 
United States has a greater variety of 
large mammals in greater numbers than 
Glacier. The park is home to the largest 
population of grizzly bears in the lower 
48 states, as well as wolves, black bears, 
mountain lions, lynx, moose, elk, big­
horn sheep, mountain goats, and deer. 
The adjacent Flathead Wild and Scenic 
River, the national forest, and the nearby 
Great Bear Wilderness also provide im­
portant habitat for these animals. 

"Our number one concern is the road 
density associated with timber harvest 
activity," said the park's Brace Hayden. 
There are already many roads through­
out the Flathead from previous logging, 
as well as existing and proposed roads 
on state and private land. When roads 
are built into an area to reach timber 
and haul it away, its value as wildlife 
habitat is diminished for the long term. 

"Roads don't just go away," Hayden 
said, even when the Forest Service closes 
them to public use after finishing work 
in an area. Off-road vehicle riders and 
poachers often get around the gates that 
are set up to block passage. Studies show 

that bears, especially females with cubs, 
tend to avoid even unused roads. 

The result is a shrinkage and frag­
mentation of wildlife habitat. The pro­
posed timber sales could splinter bear 
territory, cutting off important passages 
between the park and adjacent wild-
lands, as well as interfere with elk, 
moose, and deer migration routes. "We 
are very concerned about any damage 
to that linkage," Hayden said. 

Erosion from road building and log­
ging could affect rivers and streams. Bi­
ologists suspect these activities, espe­
cially road building, are a major reason 
for high sediment levels in some streams 
near the park. The result has been fewer 
places to spawn for the bull trout, un­
der consideration for threatened or en­
dangered species status. Bull trout, 
which can weigh as much as 20 pounds, 
swim up the Flathead River and spawn 
in tributary streams in the park and the 
national forest. 

NPCA and NPS are particularly 
concerned about a proposed sale along 
the forest's Coal Creek, already affected 
by logging. "More logging may well tip 
the balance to the extent that this prime 
spawning area will be eliminated," 
Crane wrote the Forest Service. 

Most serious of all, the Forest Ser­
vice has not examined what the cumu­
lative results would be of allowing log-
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ging and road construction in so many 
areas near the park at once. Both NPCA 
and NPS are urging it to do so. 

The Park Service and Forest Service 
have had a long history of cooperation 
to preserve the Glacier area, but Crane 
expressed concern that this cooperation 
may now be disintegrating. 

The regional forester for the area, 
John Mumma, resigned after being 
transferred to a low-ranking desk job in 
Washington, D.C., last year. He ap­
peared at the same hearing in September 
1991 as former NPS regional director 
Lorraine Mintzmyer (see page 8) to pre­
sent evidence that he had been demoted 
tor limiting timber sales to comply with 
environmental laws. 

"The Forest Service in this region faces 
tremendous pressure to 'get the cut out,'" 
Crane said. "We are urging them to find 
a better balance between logging and 
wildlife protection despite the pressure 
and to halt these destructive sales." 

Sita Write to David F. Jolly, Regional 
Forester, U.S. Forest Service, Box 7669, 
Missoula, MT 59807, and your members 
of Congress. 

PARK BILLS PENDING 
BEFORE CONGRESS 
Between now and the end of its legisla­
tive session in October, Congress will 
decide the fate of several measures of 
great importance to national parks. 

One is the Old Faithful Protection 
Act, sponsored by Rep. Pat Williams 
(D-Mont.). It seeks to prevent damage to 
Yellowstone's geothermal features from 
drilling or pumping of underground hot 
water near the park. Tapping this geo­
thermal energy could disrupt the frag­
ile "plumbing" that powers Yellow­
stone's famous geysers and hot springs. 

"If there's one image that represents 
the national parks, it's the geysers of Yel­
lowstone," said Elizabeth Fayad, NPCA 
staff attorney. "If we don't assure their 
protection, what do we protect?" NPCA 
has fought repeatedly over the years to 
improve safeguards for the geysers. 

Williams' bill, passed by the House 
of Representatives in November, would 

ban geothermal development in the Cor-
win Springs area north of the park. Its 
underground connections to Yellow­
stone have been studied by the U.S. Geo­
logical Survey and the National Park Ser­
vice. The bill also calls for an NPS study 
to assess the risk from geothermal de­
velopment in other areas. It freezes such 
development on private lands within 15 
miles of Yellowstone until the study is 
completed and permanently bans it on 
federal lands in the same area. 

NPCA and other groups that cham­
pioned the House bill are unenthusiastic 
about a version that came out of the 
Senate Energy Committee this summer. 
That version does not include the 

Corwin Springs ban, gives states the 
final say in regulating private geother­
mal development, and overall does not 
guarantee the same level of protection. 

The act's passage became urgent in 
April when a previous Corwin Springs 
ban expired. In June the Church Uni­
versal and Triumphant (CUT), a reli­
gious group housed on the northern 
edge of Yellowstone, began pumping 
water from a geothermal well on its land 
until ordered to stop by the state of 
Montana. There is real concern that 
pumping on the church property could 
affect Mammoth Hot Springs on the 
other side of the park border. 

NPCA and other conservation 

MARKUP 

K E Y P A R K L E G I S L A T I O N 

Bill 

Old Faithful 
Protection Act 
H.R.3359 

Elwha dams 
H.R. 4844 
S. 2527 

Glacier Bay 
H.R.3418 
S. 1624 

Purpose 

Ban geothermal drilling within 15 miles 
of Yellowstone National Park until more 
thorough study is completed on the effect 
drilling could have on Yellowstone's 
geysers and other geothermal features. 
NPCA supports the House-passed 
version. 

Set up a committee to examine the tate of 
two aging dams that block salmon anil 
trout runs on Olympic's Elwha River. 
NPCA supports with amendments to 
strengthen the bills. 

Open Glacier Bay National Park to com­
mercial and subsistence fishing, to be 
regulated by the state ol Alaska, without 
waiting for the National Park Service to 
complete study and planning on boat 
traffic in Glacier Bay. NPCA opposes 
both bills. 

Increase concessions fees and return them 
to the park system; prevent overcom-
mercialization of parks; increase com­
petition tor contracts; reform possessory 
interest. NPCA supports. 

California desert 
H.R.2929 

Status 

H.R. 5559 passed the House in 
November 1991. The Senate Ener­
gy Committee approved in July a 
much weaker version, which awaits 
a full Senate vote. II it is passed, a 
I louse-Senate conference to cratt 
a compromise bill will be needed. 

H.R. 4844 is before House sub­
committees on lisheries and wild­
life, water and power, anil energy 
and power. S. 2527 is before the 
Senate Energy Committee. 

H.R. 5418 was approved by the 
House Merchant Marine Commit­
tee in July. It must also clear the 
I louse Interior Committee before 
it can go to the full I louse. S. 1624 
was approved by the Senate Ener­
gy Committee in August. 

S. 1755 is before the Senate Energy 
Committee. 

H.R. 2929 passed the House in 
November 1991 and is now before 
the Senate Energy Committee. 

Create Mojave National Monument, 
expand Death Valley and Joshua Tree 
national monuments and redesignate 
them as national parks, and establish 
4.1 million acres ol Bureau of Land 
Management wilderness areas; allow 
hunting in Mojave NM. NPCA supports 
without the hunting amendment. 

NPCA is currently working on more than 70 hills. 
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groups are urging the removal of two 
aging clams from the Elwha River in 
Olympic National Park. The clams sup­
ply power to a Port Angeles, Washing­
ton, pulp and paper mill. Por most of 
the century, they have blocked the 
Elwha's once-fabulous runs of salmon 
and trout and caused serious erosion. 

Bills introduced by Sen. Brock Adams 
(D-Wash.) and Rep. Al Swift (D-Wash.) 
would have the Interior Department 
purchase the clams and create a commit­
tee to decide their future. NPCA believes 
the bills need stronger guarantees that 
the dams will be removed unless there 
are compelling environmental reasons not 
to do so. Conservationists also want to be 
represented on the committee. 

The House and Senate appropriations 
bills contain some victories for NPCA. 
The House bill takes on an 1866 law that 
allows state or local governments to ob­
tain rights-of-way across federal lands if 
they can prove a road or footpath existed 
there at one time. In Alaska and Utah, 
local governments are moving under the 
law to build roads across national parks 
and other federal lands. 

The bill puts a one-year moratorium 
on processing these right-of-way claims. 
Conservationists hope the measure will 
be retained when the House and Sen­
ate bills are merged. 

The House and Senate bills both or­
der the Park Service to reconsider de­
velopment plans at Crater Lake National 
Park in Oregon. The plans include a 
new 60-room hotel on the rim of the 
lake and a 70,000-square-foot adminis­
trative building, both for the use of the 
park concessioner. NPCA opposes the 
project as damaging to Crater Lake and 
wasteful; estimates of the total cost have 
soared to $92 million. 

NPCA's efforts to reshape the con­
cessions system as a whole got a boost 
this summer when more than 800 of its 
members sent letters to their members 
of Congress calling for passage of S. 
1755, a reform hill before the Senate. 

J& Write lo your members of Congress 
about these issues at the U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC 20510 and the U.S. 
House of Representatives, Washington, 
DC 20515. 
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DRILLING MEANS RISK 
FOR LECHUGUILLA CAVE 
An energy company has applied to drill 
for oil and gas just outside Carlsbad 
(iaverns National Park in New Mexico. 
NPCA and the National Park Service 
believe that drilling in this area would 
put the park's world-famous Lechu­
guilla Cave in serious jeopardy. A Bu­
reau of Land Management (BLM) study 
of the proposal was due to come out 
just after this magazine went to press. 

Russ Butcher, NPCA Pacific South­
west regional director, said, "Even if 
BLM proposes to require an extraordi­
nary level of monitoring and environ­
mental safeguards, there is simply no 
way that they can guarantee against ac­
cidents." NPCA is urging BLM to deny 
the company permission to drill. 

When explorers cleared the rubble 
plugging Lechuguilla Cave's entrance 
in 1986 and lowered themselves in, 
what they found was one of the most 
remarkable caves ever discovered, with 
huge chambers and lakes as well as 
formations never seen in any other cave. 

So far, explorations have revealed 
Lechuguilla to be the deepest cave in 
the United States and the fourth-long­
est. Its full extent is believed to be much 
greater, and the cave almost certainly 
extends beyond the park boundaries. 

The Yates Energy Corporation has 
applied for permission to drill on a site 
less than half a mile from the park 
boundary and less than two miles from 
the entrance to the cave. 

Butcher and the Park Service are 
concerned that, even with precautions, 
drilling could penetrate Lechuguilla, 
releasing flows of oil, natural gas, or 
both into the cave. Oil would pollute 
the cave's waters and surfaces, which 
are pristine after millennia of isolation 
from the outside world. ()il leaks could 
also damage the cave's formations. 

Natural gas poses an even greater 
risk. Gas by its nature spreads quickly, 
and its movement through Lechuguilla 
could be accelerated by the cave's in­
ternal winds, which have been clocked 
at 65 miles per hour. Visitors, scientists, 
and Park Service employees would be 
at risk of injury or asphyxiation. A 
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natural gas explosion would mean an 
even greater risk of injury or death and 
would also severely damage the cave. 

t& BLM was expected to have copies of 
the draft environmental impact state­
ment hy late August and will he accepting 
public comment. Write to joe Incardine 
at the BLM New Mexico Slate Office, 
Box 27115, Santa Fe, NM 87502. 

LANDFILL THREATENS 
SMOKIES BLACK BEARS 
NPCA and a local chapter of the Izaak 
Walton League of America have filed 
an appeal to protect black bears from a 
proposed landfill near Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 

In July Haywood County, North 
Carolina, received a permit from the 
state to build a 104-acre landfill between 
the park, less than three miles away, 
and Pisgah National Forest, which in­
cludes the Harmon Den Bear Sanctuary. 
NPCA is appealing the permit before 
the Office of Administrative Hearings 
of the state of North Carolina. 

The National Park Service, the U.S. 
Forest Service, and the North Carolina 
Wildlife Resources Commission have all 
expressed concern about the landfill site 
because the area serves the bears as a 
corridor between the park and forest. 

The park's Bob Miller said, "An in­
crease in garbage will cause the bears to 
lose their fear of humans. They will cross 
people's yards to seek out food in the 
dump." Miller believes the landfill will 
cause bear-human conflicts to increase, 
which may result in people being in­
jured, bears being shot, or both. 

If bears that are relocated because 
they frequent the dump continue to re­
turn to the area, they may be shot by 
authorities. The White Oak landfill site 
is near the remote Cataloochee area of 
the park, where NPS has historically 
relocated bears with a record of seeking 
out garbage. 

Charles Teague, a local activist op­
posing the White Oak dump, fears the 
landfill will increase automobile acci­
dents involving bears on nearby Inter­
state 40. "The bears have noses that 

will carry them across a four-lane inter­
state to reach the landfill, which can 
kill not only bears but people as well." 

The county said the garbage will be 
compressed and wrapped in plastic to 
prevent odor and leaking. "I don't think 
it's possible to prevent the odor with 
plastic when truckloads of garbage arc-
passing through the area," Miller said. 

"If the bears were not there, it would 
still be the wrong place for a landfill," 
said Don Barger, NPCA southeast re­
gional director. The dump site is at the 
bottom of a valley where three streams 
and more than 20 springs flow. 

The permit goes against state regu­
lations, which require 50-foot buffers 
between landfills and streams. Plans for 
the landfill—the stream and spring wa­
ter would be channeled through a cul­
vert underneath the dump—eliminate 
the buffer altogether. 

"They've stretched laws to put this 
landfill here," Barger said. "The landfill 
is located in a small community where 
people are completely dependent on 
groundwater. If the water is contamina­
ted they could lose their wells. Without 
water these people would have to move." 

The permit does not require the 
county to submit a plan for managing 
contaminated water from the culvert 
until two years after operation of the 
dump begins. Along with contamina­
tion of drinking water, pollution of the 
nearby Pigeon River is a concern. 

UTAH BACKS OFF FROM 
DRILLING IN PARKS 
The state of Utah has backed down from 
its proposal this spring to drill and ex­
cavate in state-owned sections of four 
national parks. 

At the same time, Congress is con­
sidering a state-federal exchange for 
land Utah owns within national parks, 
national forests, and Indian reservations. 
NPCA and other conservation groups, 
which support such an exchange, pres­
sured the state to back down from its 
development threats. 

Utah owns a total of 81,000 acres of 
scattered square-mile sections of land 
within Arches and Capitol Reef national 

16 September/October 1992 

THERM A «EST R 



w ERE SO SURE GE\ALIA KAFFE WILL BECOME 
YOUR SWEDISH OBSESSION, THIS ELEGANT 
GIFT IS YOURS JUST FOR TRYING IT 

Over a century ago, in the small 
port of Giivle, Sweden, Victor 
Theodor Engwall started a com­
pany that led to a most demand­
ing search. It became a quest 
that would span generations of 
Engwalls. Even today they con­
tinue their obsession to achieve 
§ a coffee blend that 

comes as close to per­
fection as possible. 
Today, we invite 

you to share the 
Engwall obsession, 

I cHTi&*~t starting with a gift: 
the European-style Automatic 
Drip Coffeemaker. It's an ideal 
way to enjoy the full, rich flavor 
of Gevalia® Kaffe quickly, simply 
and at its finest. 

The Engwall family would 
have wanted nothing less. For 
they spent years tirelessly roast­
ing and blending and tasting 
and testing the finest beans from 
the world's great coffee 
plantations. 

This grand achievement was 
rewarded with Gevalia's appointment as coffee 
purveyor to the Swedish Royal Court— 
an honor we still hold today. 

MAKE GEVALIA 
YOUR OBSESSION. 

Gevalia Kaffe is not sold in stores in the 
U.S. But now you can enjoy it in your home 
or office through the Gevalia Kaffe Import 
Service. 

You may order Gevalia whole bean 
or ground. And if you prefer de­
caffeinated, prepare for a pleasant 
surprise. 

Gevalia Naturally Decaffein 
ated coffee is made 
using a special pro­
cess, with the same 
ingredients found in 
sparkling water. So 
caffeine is removed 
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of Gevalia 
Kaffe. 
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parks, Dinosaur National Monument, 
and Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area. It owns another 76,000 acres 
within national forests in the state and 
close to 40,000 within Indian reserva­
tions. These "school trust" lands were 
granted to Utah at statehood to gener­
ate revenue for its public schools. 

As national parks and other federal 
holdings were established, they in some 
cases enveloped the school trust lands. 
This situation, along with Utah's con­
tention that it must manage school trust 
lands to "maximize" revenue, creates 
conflict between the use of state lands 
and stewardship of federal lands. 

The legislation now before Congress 
is meant to resolve such conflicts. In 
exchange for its inholdings, the state of 
Utah would acquire federal mineral in­
terests as well as some lands in less en­
vironmentally sensitive areas. 

While NPCA and other conserva­
tion groups have proposed ways to fine-
tune the legislation, they strongly sup­
port the exchange. "Without question, 
removing state inholdings from Utah's 
national parks is in the best interest of 
the parks as well as the state of Utah," 
said Terri Martin, NPCA Rocky Moun­
tain regional director. 

A state proposal jeopardized the ex­
change legislation this spring. Utah 
proposed sending crews into state sec­
tions of Arches and other national parks 
to drill test wells for drinking water. 
The crews would also dig pits to test 
the feasibility of installing sewer systems. 
The goal was to assess the land's poten­
tial for restaurants, resorts, or other 
commercial development. 

NPCA criticized the proposal as 
"outrageous," and Utah backed down. 
"The state seemed to think it had to 
make death threats or swing a club to 
bring the land exchange about," Martin 
said. "Fortunately, it changed its mind." 

The proposal resembled another plan 
put forward by the state in 1989. Utah 
announced plans to sell its holdings in 
the parks that year for commercial or 
mineral development unless Congress 
turned over to it, in exchange for the 
inholdings, large areas of parkland along 
the shoreline of Lake Powell in Glen 
Canyon National Recreation Area. The 

Utah dropped plans to dig and drill in areas such as Eye of the Whale Arch in Arches NP. 

state proposed to develop these areas 
as recreational resorts. After the plan 
provoked an avalanche of opposition 
from Utah citizens, however, the state 
withdrew it. 

Meanwhile, in a remarkable display 
of cooperation, the current land ex­
change legislation is moving forward 
with support from the state, conserva­
tionists, and members of both parties 
in Congress. Reps. Wayne Owens (D-
Utah) and James Hansen (R-Utah) have 
introduced three bills, H.R. 5181, H.R. 
4769, and H.R. 4770, in the House of 
Representatives. Sen. Jake Gam (R-
Utah) has introduced a Senate version, 
S. 2577. NPCA testified in favor of the 
land exchange idea at hearings this 
summer. II legislation is passed, this en­
vironmental issue, unlike many others, 
will end in a way that pleases all sides. 

PARK EXPANDED TO 
PROTECT ANCIENT SITES 
An Ohio area of ancient earthworks and 
burial mounds will be preserved as the 
new Hopewell Culture National His­
torical Park, established this spring. 

Some ot the sites were already under 
National Park Service stewardship as 
the smaller Mound City Group National 
Monument. Others were unprotected, 

including one being mined for gravel. 
All date from a period between 200 
B.C. and A.D. 500, when a culture 
known as the Hopewell flourished in 
southern and central Ohio. 

NPCA has worked along with The 
Archaeological Conservancy for pres­
ervation of the unprotected Hopewell 
mounds and earthworks for much of 
the last decade. It recommended ex­
pansion of the park in the 1988 NPCA 
National Park System Plan. 

"The expansion protects some of the 
most important Hopewell sites," said 
Bruce Craig, NPCA cultural resources 
program manager. "Since the park now 
includes much more than the Mound 
City sites, the new name reflects its 
broader scope." The expansion adds a 
total of 762 acres to the 270-acre park. 

The Hopewell were the most notable 
civilization of their time in the eastern 
United States. Among their accomplish­
ments was the construction of enormous 
embankments in the shape of circles, 
octagons, and other geometric forms, 
occupying hundreds of acres of land. 

The park was established in 1923 to 
preserve a square earthwork and the 
group of 23 burial mounds enclosed 
within it. The expansion adds to the 
park four new areas of larger earth­
works. These sites also contain burial 
mounds, including some of the largest, 
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rich in the artifacts the Hopewell buried 
along with their dead. 

Little is known about the daily life 
of the Hopewell. One of the new areas, 
the Hopeton Earthworks, contains vil­
lage and camp sites that could provide 
valuable information. 

Currently, 200 acres of the Hopeton 
site belong to a gravel-mining company 
that has already mined -10 acres and is 
likely to mine more in the near future. 
In this case, the usual years-long delay 
by Congress between the designation 
of parkland and the appropriation of 
funds for its purchase could prove di­
sastrous. NPCA is urging Congress to 
make purchase of the land a priority. 

"We know that the village sites are 
there and that's what the gravel com­
pany is chewing up," said Robert Peter­
son, a ranger at Hopewell. 

The legislation to expand the park 
was introduced last year by Sen. How­
ard Metzenbaum (D-Ohio). It passed 
the Senate last September, then the 
House in May, and was signed into law 
by President Bush later that month. 

JUDGE ISSUES RULING IN 
ZION THEATER LAWSUIT 
Plans for a giant-screen theater on the 
doorstep of Zion National Park in Utah 
may have been dealt a setback by the 
ruling issued in a lawsuit bled by NPCA 
and other conservation groups. 

The Fifth District Court for the state 
of Utah has ruled that the town of 
Springdale cannot approve the theater 
unless the building plans comply with 
the town's zoning ordinance. 

The ordinance limits building heights 
throughout the town to 35 feet and re­
quires that development near Zion be 
"aesthetically compat ible" with the 
park. The proposed theater would in­
clude a screen 55 leet high and 70 feet 
wide. "Frankly, we think it will be hard 
to compress a 55-foot-high screen into 
a 35-foot-high building," said Terri 
Martin, NPCA Rocky Mountain re­
gional director. 

NPCA has been fighting the theater 
complex for nearly two years, arguing 
that the development would be a blight 

on the beauty of Zion. The theater 
complex would stand directly in front 
of the sweeping arc of red sandstone 
cliffs that greets visitors as they enter 
the park from Springdale. 

The project would also include nearly 
200 parking spaces and 12,000 square 
feet of retail space. The developers have 
dropped plans for an 80-room motel 
but have said the motel could be added 
to the project later. 

NPCA has argued that the project 
should be located elsewhere in Spring-
dale. It filed a lawsuit joined by other 
conservation groups when the town 
council issued a conditional use permit 
for the proposed 55-foot-high building. 

While Judge J. Philip Eves rejected 
NPCA's motion to void the permit, he 
ruled that specific building plans had 
yet to be approved for the project and 
that these would have to conform to 
the town ordinance. 

"The developers say they will come 
back soon with specific plans," said 
Martin. "What this probably signals is 
round two ot the fight." 
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REGION ALREPORT 
News Briefs from NPCA's Regional Offices 

ALASKA 

Mary Grisco, Regional Director 
NPCA is calling for the Air Force to 
stop jet flights over Yukon-Charley 
Rivers National Preserve in Alaska. Re­
portedly, pilots regularly violate restric­
tions put on them to protect endan­
gered peregrine falcons, which nest 
along the rivers. Pilots are required to 
stay at least a mile away from the rivers 
and to fly no lower than 1,500 feet, but 
federal biologists say they have seen su­
personic jets flying at 300 feet directly 
above the rivers. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST 

Dale Crane, Regional Director 
The Cameron Group, a timber company, 
has committed to cleaning up a Wash­
ington creek to aid the beleaguered Skagit 
River. Uncontrolled logging on the banks 
of the Skagit, designated a wild and sce­
nic river in 1978, has clogged it with silt 
and decimated its fish population. By re­
storing Finney Creek, a tributary of the 
Skagit, Cameron will undo damage done 
by a previous logging company. 

The company was encouraged to take 
this step by Max McYoung, an NPCA 
Parkwatcher, and Dale Crane. This is 
not McYoung's first success on behalf 
of the Skagit. This year he won the Se­
attle Post-Intelligencers Jefferson Award 
and a Giraffe Project Commendation 
tor his tireless efforts to bring the plight 
of the Skagit to public attention. 

• 
NPCA is fighting attempts by Sen. Slade 
Gorton (R-Wash.) to halt Park Service 
land purchases in the Stehekin Valley 
section of Lake Chelan National Recre­
ation Area in Washington. When Con­
gress included the valley within the park, 
it gave the Park Service permission to 
purchase land there from willing sellers, 
which it has done. Gorton also wants 
the Park Service to sell off land it al­

ready owns in the valley. "I must assume 
this is a move by Sen. Gorton to put land 
on the market for the purpose of subdi­
vision development," Crane said. 

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST 

Rttss Butcher, Regional Director 
Developers expressed a desire in Feb­
ruary for 74 acres of Petroglyph Na­
tional Monument in New Mexico. 
While NPCA and Congress protested, 
Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lujan 
seemed to like the idea. But a Park 
Service archaeological survey revealed 
thousands ot artifacts just on the first 
19 acres of the site, and the developers 
withdrew their plans. Albuquerque, 
however, is moving ahead on a highway 
project cutting through the monument, 
despite a lawsuit by opponents of the 
project including NPCA (see "News," 
May/June 1992 and July/August 1991). 
Concerned readers can write to Mayor 
Louis Saavedra, Box 1293, Albuquer­
que, NM 87103 or New Mexico's Sen. 
Pete Domenici, U.S. Senate, Washing­
ton, DC 20510, both of whom favor 
the highway plan. 

• 
NPCA has urged Yosemite National Park 
to remove golt and tennis courts and 
otherwise reduce the sprawl ot develop­
ment in congested Yosemite Valley. The 
park has just released its concession ser­
vices plan, which addresses such issues. 
For copies, write to the NPS Western 
Regional Office, 600 Harrison Street 
#600, San Francisco, CA 94107. 

• 
As rock climbing has surged in popu­
larity, NPCA has grown concerned 
about the effects ot some climber prac­
tices, such as drilling bolts into cliff 
faces, on heavily-used parks. Yosemite, 
a climbing mecca, is now studying the 
best way to manage the sport. The park 
is accepting public comment at Box 
557, Yosemite, CA 95389. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

Terri Martin, Regional Director 
Instead of buying gravel trom outside 
the park for road projects, Grand Teton 
National Park has in the past mined for 
it within the park, a practice protested 
by NPCA. NPCA criticized plans re­
leased by the park this spring which 
continued to focus on sources of gravel 
within the park. Grand Teton has now 
agreed to buy gravel from outside the 
park lor an upcoming project and to re­
examine outside sources for the future. 

• 
An oil company will not be able to drill 
near Hovenweep National Monument 
in Utah, the Bureau of Land Manage­
ment has decided. The company applied 
for an extension of its lease, but BLM 
ruled it had not shown the required 
"due care and diligence." NPCA was 
concerned about the effect ol drilling 
and road construction on the scenic set­
ting and natural quiet ot 1 lovenweep's 
ancient Indian ruins. It strongly sup­
ported BLM's decision, which was made 
despite pressure from the oil company. 

SOUTHEAST 

Don Barger, Regional Director 
NPCA and other members ot the 
Shenandoah National Park Coalition are 
planning an event titled "Discover 
Shenandoah" on October 12, from 4 to 
7 p.m., at the Byrd Visitor Center in the 
park's Big Meadows. The program will 
include entertainment, educational ac­
tivities, and presentations about the 
history and significance ot the park. 

• 
Alter three years of public input and 
study, Antietam National Battlefield in 
Maryland has issued a plan for the park's 
next 20 years. NPCA applauds the plan, 
issued in July, which will restore the 
battlefield to its original appearance and 
preserve its pristine setting. 
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F O R U M 

How Green is 
Your Candidate? 

National Parks compares Bush and Clinton on 
environmental issues. 

Compiled by Associate Editor Linda M. Rancourt 

ON NOVEMBER 3, we will choose 
a president who will for the 
next four years shape the 

nation's policies. The president has the 
ability to improve or degrade the qual­
ity of the environment and the laws 
governing our public lands. National 
Parks offers a guide to the presidential 
candidates using information provided 
by news sources; the League of Conser­
vation Voters (LCV), the nonpartisan 
political action arm of the environmen­
tal movement; and Voting Green, an 
environmental guide to making politi­
cal choices written by Jeremy Rifkin and 
Carol Grunewald Rifkin. 

Public lands, including the national 
parks, are increasingly under assault 
from commercial interests. Oil drill­
ing, mining, logging, and grazing on 
federal lands adjacent to national parks 
affect the wildlife and natural resources 
the parks were established to protect. 

Four years ago, George Bush cam­
paigned for president on a number of 
promises. He pledged to emulate the 
passion and dedication to our public 
lands displayed by Teddy Roosevelt and 
to earn the title of Environmental 
Pres ident . These promises became 
strained and finally broke after a suc­
cession of actions including President 
Bush's move to redefine wetlands, 
shrinking by half the number of acres 
protected by this designation. 

Arkansas Gov. Bill Clinton has 
promised to do better than President 
Bush. Although Clinton has acquiesced 
to Arkansas's timber and animal agri­
culture businesses on issues that affect 
the quality of water, his personal lean­
ings seem to favor a strong environmen­
tal policy. And Clinton strengthened his 
environmental standing by selecting as 
his running mate Sen. Al Gore (D-

Bush promised to be the 
Environmental President, 
and Clinton has promised 

to do better. 

Tenn.), who received the highest rating 
in Voting Green for his Senate record. 

GEORGE BUSH 

President Bush has received failing or 
just above passing grades for his envi­
ronmental record. The League of Con­
servation Voters has given Bush a D for 
his overall environmental policies, as 
did the Rifkins in Voting Green. Last 
year, National Parks asked a panel of 
experts to rate Bush's actions with re­
gard to the national parks, and they 
gave him an overall grade of D+. (See 
Nov./Dec. '91, page 18.) President Bush 
essential ly c o n t i n u e d the Reagan 
administration's environmental doc­
trine, placing the interests of business 

over those of the environment. Vice 
President Quayle's Council on Com­
petitiveness has worked to undermine 
any regulation perceived as a hindrance 
to business. 

According to The New York Times, 
"as the recession hangs on and the elec­
tion nears, the Bush administration has 
followed a pattern of altering environ­
mental laws and regulations to open 
more federal land and the nation's 
natural resources to development." This 
effort has been aided by Bush's regula­
tory moratorium in which existing en­
vironmental rules are under review and 
others are being rewritten to reduce 
their cost to business. Even so, the Bush 
administration has at least two actions 
in its favor: promoting the preservation 
of Civil War battlefields and early sup­
port for the Clean Air Act. 

"Without his support, the Clean Air 
Act would not have passed Congress. 
However, while Bush gave support to 
the bill, he simultaneously worked to 
weaken it. He threatened to have G O P 
senators filibuster to prevent the act's 
consideration until many weakening 
changes were made," says LCV. Smog, 
auto, and air toxics control programs 
were diluted at the administration's in­
sistence, and he consistently opposed 
the specific provisions needed to re­
duce smog in the most afflicted cities. 

The same year the Clean Air Act was 
under consideration, the Bush adminis­
tration joined with automobile compa­
nies to block a bill that would have 
reduced energy use by improving auto­
mobile fuel efficiency 40 percent by the 
year 2001. LCV says that this measure 
would have saved 2.8 million barrels of 
oil per day—one million barrels a day 
more than the U.S. imports from the 
Persian Gulf. 

Even though his national energy plan 
calls for increased use of fossil fuels, 
Bush, under pressure from other indus­
trialized nations, agreed to support re­
search to limit greenhouse gases, says 
LCV. Bush also threatened to veto any 
energy plan that did not include open­
ing the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge 
in Alaska to oil drilling. 

The Endangered Species Act has 
been a special target for the Bush ad-
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ministration. Secretary of the Interior 
Manuel Lujan has said that he believes 
the act is too protective, and he has 
questioned the idea of "saving every 
subspecies," according to Time. 

Bush's appointments have been 
mixed. Although William Reilly's ap­
pointment as director of the Environ­
mental Protection Agency was hailed, 
the choice of Scott Sewell, a former real 
estate developer in Louisiana, as acting 
assistant secretary for fish, wildlife, and 
parks was seen as a disaster. 

The Bush administration, says LCV, 
has essentially continued the destruc­
tive policies of the Reagan ad­
ministration in federal forests. 
Bush's administration has re­
quested logging levels in remnant 
ancient forests of the Pacific 
Northwest at levels too high to 
sustain and protect wildlife, rec­
reation, and scenic beauty. Only 
when forced to do so by litiga­
tion or by its own scientific re­
ports has the administration 
scaled back excessive logging. 

The administration supports 
continued subsidies to livestock 
interests which use western pub­
lic lands for grazing and opposes 
the introduction of fair-market 
pricing. Bush's low grade reflects 
"a mixed picture of success, in­
action, and failure," says LCV. 

BILL CLINTON 

Governor Clinton also received mixed 
reviews from the League of Conserva­
tion Voters. Most of his black marks 
were because of his appointments to 
both state positions and task force 
committees established to study envi­
ronmental problems. Clinton's ap­
pointments to task forces often included 
a greater number of representatives 
from the industry being studied than 
conservation groups. 

However, Clinton was given credit 
by LCV for being "better late than 
never" when it came to environmental 
issues. Clinton's recent efforts—in­
cluding an ambitious, pro-environment 
legislative package—demonstrate a 
commitment to addressing conservation 
challenges, says LCV. Included in this 

package were stipulations to plant more 
trees; to maintain, as a minimum, the 
current level of forested land; and to 
increase the state's forested acreage. 

During Clinton's tenure, the Arkan­
sas Lorestry Commission has reforested 
more than 130,000 acres of state land. 
In addition, 24 areas have been added 
to the Arkansas System of Natural Ar­
eas, three state parks and four wildlife 
management areas have been estab­
lished, and more than 30 tracts of land 
have been added to the state's park sys­
tem, according to LCV. Clinton also 
has a record for issuing stiff fines against 

The world hangs in the balance. 

people who violate hazardous waste 
disposal laws. 

The state ranks tenth in the country 
for its air and water purity, and Clinton's 
clean water program is partly respon­
sible for the fact that 83 percent of the 
state's lakes, rivers, and streams are now 
open to swimming, compared with 53 
percent before he took office. 

During his 12 years as governor, 
Clinton has chosen not to push for state 
regulations that would halt environ­
mentally damaging practices of two of 
the state's leading employers: animal 
agriculture and timber industries. 

Arkansas has a $2.7-billion animal 
agriculture industry, the nation's eighth 
largest. The chickens, turkeys, hogs, 
cows, and steers in the state generate as 
much organic waste, according to some 

estimates, as that produced by 40 mil­
lion people, says The New York Times. 
Lecal bacteria from this waste has 
washed into some streams and ponds, 
causing increased nitrate and decreased 
oxygen levels. 

A committee formed to study the 
problem was asked to recommend ways 
that farmers could be encouraged to 
change their waste disposal practices 
voluntarily. The committee is scheduled 
to finish its work in September. 

Environmentalists point to Arkan­
sas's timber industry to show that vol­
untary regulation does not work. The 

timber industry is allowed to set 
its own harvest limits. 

Clearcutting has clogged some 
streams with silt and eliminated 
the state's hardwoods. In some 
areas, this practice has created 
single-species forests, drawing 
criticism from both environmen­
talists and sport hunting groups. 

Clinton also has been faulted 
for not aggressively pursuing 
regulations to control pollution 
generated by paper mills. 

The Democratic platform calls 
for using less energy and reduc­
ing reliance on foreign oil; 
strengthening efforts to prevent 
air and water pollution; and 
pushing for incentives that re­

ward conservation, prevent pollution, 
and encourage recycling. Clinton has 
called for a national policy that does 
not "sacrifice environmental protection 
to get economic growth." During the 
primary campaign in Oregon, Clinton, 
quoted by the Associated Press, said, "I 
have enormous sympathy for the log­
gers and mill workers, but I don't agree 
that the way to solve this problem is to 
repeal the Endangered Species Act." 

As the election draws near, Presi­
dent Bush has dropped any pretense of 
holding to his 1988 promise to be the 
Environmental President and has 
worked to undermine laws protecting 
federal lands and the nation's natural 
resources. 

Just as Vice President Quayle has 
become the standard-bearer for Bush's 
environmental policy, Sen. Gore seems 
likely to serve as Clinton's. 
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THREE YEARS AFTER THE EXXON UALDEZ SPILL, OIL AND 

POLITICS STILL TAINT NATIONAL PARKS IN ALASKA. 

BY JEFFREY R. RICHARDSON 

IN LATE MAKCII 1989, the grizzly 
bears of Katmai National Park and 
Preserve in Alaska were just emerg­

ing from hibernation. The first salmon 
runs were weeks away, so the lean and 
hungry bears began combing the park's 
lugged tidal zone for shellfish and other 
morsels. It was at this critical time that 
the Exxon Valdez collided with Bligh 
Reef, ruptured its hull, and hemor­
rhaged 11 million gallons of thick crude 
oil into Prince William Sound. The spill, 
the worst in U.S. history, eventually 
coated nearly 400 miles of national park 
beaches. 

Within weeks of the accident, the 
oil—blown by the wind and carried by 
the current—had traveled more than 
1,000 miles to Katmai's beaches, poi­
soning the bears' coastal larder. Some 
ot the bears inevitably ingested oil with 
their food. And a yearling cub was found 
dead some time after the spill with a 
high concentration of petroleum hy­
drocarbons in its bile. 

Katmai has one of the highest con­
centrations ot grizzly bears in the world, 
a tact that prompted Congress to pass 
legislation in 1980 establishing the area 
as a national park, in part to protect the 
animals. Yet more than three years after 
the spill—and despite massive clean-up 
efforts—oil remains on the beaches or 

A worker holds the carcass of a seabird. 
Researchers estimate as many as 435,000 
birds were killed by the oil spill. 

under the surface at Katmai, as well as 
Kenai Fjords National Park and Aniak-
chak National Monument. It contami­
nates mussels, clams, and other inver­
tebrates, important sources of food for 
many animals including bears and sea 
otters. Ingestion of contaminated prey 
may be related to ongoing declines in 
otter and bird populations. And Dr. 

Gail Irvine, a marine ecologist with the 
National Park Service, says there is evi­
dence to suggest that failed reproduc­
tion among Katmai bears is linked to 
oiling. 

Park officials are convinced that the 
harm to the grizzly population is serious, 
but assessing the damage has been dif­
ficult. Vital research has been compro­
mised by a lack of funding, despite 
millions of dollars flowing to other state 
and federal agencies for spill-related 
studies and restoration projects. 

In 1991 a settlement of lawsuits by 
the state and federal governments 
against Exxon made $900 million avail­
able over the next ten years for ongoing 
damage assessment and restoration. Out 
of a 1992 allocation of about $16 mil­
lion, the Park Service has received only 
$51,000 for its part of a cooperative 
study on oiled mussel beds in Prince 
William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska. 
This project element is all that survives 
of four proposals that were submitted 
to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee 
Council, the body charged with admin­
istering the settlement money. The Park 
Sendee projects totaled about $5 million 

Crude oil from the Exxon Valdez coated 
nearly 400 miles of national park coastline 
in Alaska including Kenai Fjords, right. 
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and included a study of coastal zone 
resources, a public education program, 
an archaeological study, and research 
on bears. 

Marine ecologist Irvine notes the 
bear research is so important that the 
Park Service has been funding field 
studies on its own. But the whole pur­
pose of the settlement money was to 
relieve resource agencies of the strain 
of paying for oil-related tasks out of 
budgets intended for other purposes. 
The Park Service already suffers from a 
S2-billion backlog of maintenance and 
repair costs and can ill afford to sacrifice 
interpretive or other programs to pay 
for research and damage assessments. 

"It 's our responsibility to keep up 
with what's happening on these beaches, 
wha tever it may b e , " says Anne 
Castellina, superintendent of Kenai 
Fjords National Park. "That's why I was 
hired, why we were all hired, to monitor 
those resources and protect this park. 
That's why this is such a terrible inci­
dent. We're taking money from other 
parts of the park budget to keep [re­
search] going." 

Castellina says she is concerned 
about the health of a number of crea­
tures that make Kenai Fjords their 
home. Primarily she is worried about 
the persistence of oil in mussel beds 
and the long-term effects on fish and 
eagles. "There are some disturbing 
trends, but we don't have any conclu­
sions. There seems to be a decrease in 
nesting pairs of eagles, but we don't 
know what to attribute that to. It may 
take several years to find out," says 
Castellina. 

In addition to damage to natural re­
sources, at least 35 archaeological sites 
were affected by the Vtihlcz spill, and 
many of these were in national parks. 
Ted Birkedal, cultural resources chief 
for the Alaska region of the National 
Park Service, says that both Kenai 
Fjords and Katmai hold a wealth of in­
formation about Alaska's history and 
may contain significant clues about the 
aboriginal settlement of the whole con­
tinent. Crowing evidence of pilfering 
at valuable archaeological sites has come 
with the increased knowledge of the 
sites' whereabouts. 

Grizzly bears become exposed to oil while 
foraging for mussels and other shellfish, 
which continue to be contaminated. 

Although officials with the trustee 
council acknowledge that the Park Ser­
vice has legitimate claims to the settle­
ment money, only one of the agency's 
proposals was funded compared with 
29 for the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game. A total of 92 projects was 
funded out of this year's settlement al­
lotment. Most focused on research or 
restoration work to be conducted in 

Prince William Sound. 
NPS officials are trying to determine 

why their proposals have fared so badly. 
They worry that failure to secure funds 
for simple resource monitoring may 
signal even tougher going tor more 
elaborate resource protection strategies 
now being designed tor the 1993 season. 
There are a number of theories about 
the lack of responsiveness to Park Ser­
vice concerns. ()ne suggests an uncaring 
attitude and a lack of leadership from 
Washington, D.C. Another more sinis­
ter theory suggests that high-level De-
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partment of Interior officials are pun­
ishing the Park Service for perceived 
violations of protocol in the early days 
of the oil spill. 

At that intense, emotionally raw time, 
officials at Interior predicted the spill 
would be contained in Prince William 
Sound—a prediction that proved to be 
deadly wrong. Boyd Evison—then 
Alaska regional director for the Park 
Service—and members of his staff took 
steps to prepare their units for the oil 
onslaught. They enlisted strong support 
from top NPS managers in Washing-

About 350 cleaned otters were held in 
pens before release. As a direct result of 
the spill, more than 2,500 sea otters died. 

ton, D.C., and from Congress. 
"We're always going to be in the 

path [of anything that comes out of 
Prince William Sound] with the Alaska 
current," says Castellina. "But there was 
the outright belief, even before the oil 
left Prince William Sound, that the Park 
Service was overreacting." 

Much of the skepticism about the 
alarms being sounded by NPS came 

from Vern Wiggins, assistant to the In­
terior Secretary for Alaska. Wiggins, 
then a recent appointee, is noted for his 
long-standing pro-development, anti-
park sympathies. This reputation has 
earned for him the nickname of "Prince 
of Darkness" from at least one con­
gressional staffer in Washington, D.C. 

Evison agrees with others that the 
influence of Wiggins is partly to blame 
for the problems the Park Service is 
having in securing adequate funding for 
oil spill damage. "The severity of [the 
funding decision] surprises me, that it's 
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Rescue workers used detergent to clean oil 
from spill victims. Some 2,000 oil-coated 
birds were able to be saved after the spill. 

so blatant. But I'm not surprised that 
it's unbalanced," says Hvison, who re­
ceived NPCA's Mather Award in 1990 
lor his actions regarding the spill. Evison 
is now deputy director of the Rocky 
Mountain Region. Although Evison says 
his transfer was not spill-related, he as­
serts his demotion was. This sort of ac­
tion, he says, is meant to teach others 
"a lesson about going up against the 
system. Every time something like this 
happens, NPS leadership is a little less 
willing to go out on the line." 

Although politics may be to blame 
for some of the roadblocks to funding, 
another problem is the method used to 
collect data to document damage. Fed­
eral attorneys, relying on the authorities 
and criteria of key pollution statutes— 
such as the (dean Water Act, Compre­
hensive Environmental Response, and 
Compensation and Liability Act—urged 
agencies to collect data that would allow 
the government to prove measurable, 
compensable damage. Dan Hamson, 
chief of oil spill coordination for NPS 
in the Alaska region, explained that this 
guidance meant the damage assessment 
of some resources—such as those with 
measurable economic value, or those 
where oiling was most evident—re­
ceived priority for research and evalua­
tion. Furthermore, says Cordell Roy, 
NPS damage assessment coordinator for 
the Alaska region, "There was tremen­
dous pressure to keep down the cost of 
doing the damage assessment." 

The combined result of these factors 
was that park resources received scant 
attention in the assessment process. Of 
the $100 million spent on damage stud­
ies, virtually none was specifically tar­
geted for resources in Katmai or Kenai 
Fjords, Roy says. 

Researchers estimate that between 
375,000 and 435,000 birds were killed 
by the spill. Most were common murres, 
black and white seabirds that nest in 
large colonies. And although many of 
these birds were retrieved from Katmai 
beaches, Hamson says, the damage re­
port did not distinguish between birds 

found in the parks and those found 
elsewhere. Therefore, the condition of 
seabird populations that the park was 
in part created to protect remains largely 
unknown. Without this information, 
NPS officials have had a difficult time 
presenting claims for restoration. And 
even though criteria for restoration 
projects clearly include further research 
and ongoing damage assessment, this 
area of funding does not appear to be 
in favor. 

A number of other factors hinder 
Park Service restoration proposals. 
These include the inevitable clash— 
sometimes mild, sometimes intense— 
of different state and federal resource 
management philosophies; a focus on 
Prince William Sound, based on the 
assumption that this was the area of 
greatest injury; a bias toward economic 
resource restoration; the failure of the 
Park Service historically to assert its 
interests effectively in cooperative fo­
rums; a small staff within the Park Ser­
vice with limited resources devoted to 
oil spill work; and the sheer bureau­
cratic complexity of managing the court-
approved settlement. 

Six representatives from the state and 

the federal governments serve on the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coun­
cil. Interior Secretary Manuel Lujan, one 
of the federal trustees, represents NPS, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. His des­
ignee in Alaska is Curt McVee, a former 
BLM director for the state. After his 
retirement from BLM, McVee repre­
sented mining interests for a time before 
assuming duties as head of the Federal 
Subsistence Board, coordinating sub­
sistence hunting policies on all federal 
lands in the state (see National Parks 
March/April 1992). 

Trustee deliberations are supported 
by information provided by the Resto­
ration Team (RT), consisting of seven 
state and federal resource managers. 
Funding proposals are debated in detail 
by the Restoration Team. Any funding 
proposal receiving two objections dies 
at this level, although there are provi­
sions for reconsideration before the 
trustee council. If the proposal survives 
and moves on to the trustees, it must 
gain unanimous approval to receive 
funding. 

This complex deliberation structure 
may be inhibiting prompt and fair con-
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Black oystercatchers and other animals that 

feed on shellfish are in danger of ingesting 

oi l , which continues to taint the shoreline. 

Below, workers remove oiled gravel, 

driftwood, and carcasses from a beach. 

sideration of Park Service proposals, 

says John M. Morehead, NPS regional 

director for Alaska. " I t ' s very di f f icul t 

for agency staff to get their priorit ies 

through the whole chain of filters to the 

trustee counci l . There are just too many 

dec is ion-mak ing steps between the 

agency staff and the council staff. The 

fact that council recommendations have 

to be unanimous is a very tough orga­

nizational mandate," says Morehead. 

Park Service officials have been es­

pecially frustrated by a series of memos 

issued by McVee and his deputy, Pamela 

Bergmann, intended to clarify the chain 

o f c o m m a n d and c o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

among Inter ior bureaus, the Inter ior 

trustee, the trustee counci l , and non-

Inter ior agencies. Some of the memos, 

they say, have been virtual "gag orders." 

Park Service officials also complain that 

representatives o f some state agencies 

have given the process a poli t ical flavor 

by lobbying for trustee and Restoration 

Team support tor their projects, and 

that peer review for some proposals has 

not been adequate. 

McVee acknowledges the trustee 

process is slow, but he feels the pace 

and quality of decisions wi l l improve 

now that some init ial groundwork has 

been laid. He says he is not aware of 

overt pol i t ick ing among agencies and 

says he abhors the very not ion. 

" I t 's gone slower than I'd anticipated. 

It 's a committee operat ion; that takes 

t ime," says McVee. The ultimate mission 

for everyone is restorat ion of spi l l -

damaged resources, says McVee, adding 

that guidance memos issued since he 

assumed the Inter ior seat on the coun­

cil last fall have served to streamline, 

not stifle, communicat ion among Inte­

rior agencies and others. 

McVee suggests that the Park Ser­

vice mission, which emphasizes nonin­

terference w i th natural processes o f 

parklands, may be contr ibut ing to an 

assumption or perception on the part 

of others that the Park Service wi l l take 
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a low proHle. "This limits how deeply it 
ean be involved in restoration activi­
ties, in contrast with the Alaska De­
partment of Fish and Game, which ac­
tively provides for protection and pro­
duction of fish resources." 

McVee says the natural tendency to 
focus first on Prince William Sound, 
where beaches and wildlife were most 
heavily oiled, will give way to a more 
comprehensive approach to restoration 
as trustees simplify decision-making, f le 
says the trustees' evaluation criteria pro­
vide ample room for passive projects 
suited to Park Service philosophy as 
well as for the ongoing research con­
sidered essential by Morehead and his 
staff. McVee denies that Park Service 
proposals have been targeted for rejec­
tion, noting that the same evaluation 
criteria are applied equally to all sub­
mitting agencies. Included among the 
other agencies submitting requests are 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game, 
and the state Department of Environ­
mental Conservation. 

"The Park Service has some legiti­
mate projects [such as] evaluation of 
coastal habitat, and I've encouraged 
them to resubmit. I can see that oil spill 
money should go into that effort at some 
point," says McVee. 

One wav or another. Morehead is 

determined to boost the approval rat­
ing for his agency's proposals. "My 
concern is that our priorities are not 
funded yet. If they aren ' t funded 
through settlement money, then we in­
tend to work through the system to get 
them funded through the normal bud­
get process." 

He insists that further delay puts sig­
nificant park resources at risk. "Time is 
of the essence; every year we lose is 
critical. [If we can't conduct these 
studies], we may negate the data we've 
already collected." 

For the Park Service, the imperative 
to overcome its difficulties in the oil 
spill arena will increase rather than di­
minish with time. Intentions for 1993 
include pushing for studies and for a 
more active restoration strategy. Cas-
tellina says the highest priority is placed 
on acquiring Native-owned land within 
Kenai Fjords National Park to provide 
a higher degree of protection to lands 
affected by the spill. 

"What we're talking about is an op­
portunity to restore lands to the park in 
perpetuity, and at the same time benefit 
Native groups who have been affected. 
It's a way of helping to make things 
whole," Castellina says. 

Although such strategies are permit­
ted by the restoration framework drawn 
up by the trustee council, Alaska Gov. 

More study is needed to determine 
whether the oil spill has contributed to a 
decline in Alaska's sea lion population. 

Walter J. Hickel vetoed a state plan to 
buy land because he believed the pro­
posal did not qualify for oil-spill money. 

If there is hope for the national parks, 
perhaps it lies in overcoming some of 
the insularity and the naivete that have 
marked NPS in the past. Cordell Roy 
sounds a warning about the need to 
learn from the oil spill experience. He 
suggests that NPS's inability to get res­
toration funds is indicative of a much 
greater problem within the agency. 

Mary Grisco, NPCA's Alaska Re­
gional Director, agrees but goes one 
step further. Grisco says the Park Ser­
vice lacks the leadership and political 
strength to adequately represent its in­
terests. "The amount of political inter­
ference in NPS affairs in Alaska is ap­
palling," she says. "What happened with 
the Exxon Valdez spill is an example of 
what can happen when politics gets in 
the way of intelligent decision-making. 
What the Park Service needs is strong 
leadership at the top level and less in­
terference from the Department of the 
Interior and Congress." 

Jeffrey R. Richardson lives in Alaska and 
writes about natural resource issues. 
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TREASURE ISLAND 
Salt River Bay, St. Croix, a new national park unit, preserves natural and historical riches. 

Tin: VII-AV oi:
 SALT RIVLR BAY from 

St. Croix's Kirkegaard Hill is 
spectacular. The sparkling blue 

waters are set off by the dark green 
mangroves that line the shore and 
dominate Sugar and Triton bays. The 
salt pond at Sugar Bay—full from recent 
rains—contains a variety of herons, 
egrets, and shorebirds, as well as a 
wintering osprey that has taken up 
residence. 

Overhead, high above the bay wa­
ters, a magnificent frigatebird circles. A 
common species here, the bird got its 
name from early-day sailors who com­
pared its swift and bold behavior to a 
frigate, a quick, maneuverable warship. 

The bird sailed east on its great wings 
beyond the bay toward Christiansted 
Harbor. 

It was in this bay nearly 500 years 
earlier that 17 Spanish ships, under the 
command of Admiral Christopher Co­
lumbus, lay at anchor beyond the sub­
merged reef. It is doubtful that Colum­
bus or any of the crew who joined the 
explorer's second voyage could foresee 
the significance of that November day 
in 1493. But one thing is certain, this 
site—a recent addition to the National 
Park System—is one of the most re­
markable natural and archaeological 
areas in the Caribbean. 

Salt River Bay National Historical 

Park and Ecological Preserve is consid­
ered by some to be a biological lifeboat 
for the Virgin Islands. Little more than 
a speck in the Caribbean Sea, the 912-
acre park—600 acres of water and 312 
acres of land—is a microcosm ol the 
diverse natural and cultural history of 
the West Indies. The Salt River Bay 
area contains upland forest, freshwater 
wetlands, mangroves, a salt pond, and 
an estuary with sea grass beds, coral 
reefs, and one of the world's few un­
derwater limestone canyons. The area 
also contains evidence of Indian as well 
as French, Spanish, British, and Dutch 
occupations and represents the com­
petitive struggle among the colonial 
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The first documented hostile encounter 
between Spaniards and West Indians 
occurred at Salt River Bay, an area with 
great cultural and natural wealth. The pre-
Columbian head, above, was found near 
Christiansted National Historic Site, St. 
Croix. The queen angelfish, far right, is 
one of the creatures found around the 
coral reef not far off the island's shore. 

powers to control the New World. 
Extensive pre-Columbian burial 

grounds, which include remains that 
date between 665 and 1015, are found 
within the park. At the time of Colum­
bus' arrival, three distinct ethnic groups 
inhabited the West Indies, two of which 
were represented on St. Croix. Each 
had emigrated from South America, 
moving from island to island through 
the Lesser Antilles. Tainos arrived on 
St. Croix by about A.D. 600. Prior to 
the Tainos' arrival, two other groups 
had inhabited the island: a pre-ceramic 
people and a pottery-making people 
called Igneri—a Taino word for those 
who came before. The Tainos were a 
stable agricultural society and estab­
lished small villages along the coast 
where they could farm the flatlands. 
This existence was shattered with the 
arrival of the Caribs, who began to move 
through the Lesser Antilles during the 
14th century, eventually arriving at St. 
Croix less than 100 years before Co­
lumbus. The Island-Caribs, as they are 
called by archaeologists, killed off the 
Taino males, enslaved the women and 
the children, and developed a complex 
blend of Carib-Taino culture. 

National Park Service archaeologist 
John Erenhard describes the Salt River 
Bay site as "a fantastic resource base." 

The new park's most significant ruin is 
a ceremonial plaza, built in the 1200s 
or 1300s, on which the Taino Indians 
played a ritual game similar to soccer. 
The park also includes the site of a major 
Indian village, Columbus' landing place, 
and the walls of a 17th-century fort. A 
National Park Service study states: "Salt 
River Bay has long been recognized as 
an area with important cultural re­
sources. Excavations of village middens 
[refuse heaps], ball court features, and 
burials have provided evidence for the 
interpretation of Caribbean life prior to 
European settlement. Such sites have 
significance because European explo­
ration almost immediately eliminated 
ancient lifeways." 

Five hundred years after Columbus' 
first voyage, Congress turned its atten­
tion to Salt River Bay, in part because 
the site provides the only true U.S. link 
to the explorer's journeys. Although 
Columbus also visited Puerto Rico, a 
U.S. commonwealth, the actual landing 
site there is unknown. The Salt River 
location received adequate documenta­
tion by the explorer's crew because of 
an incident believed to be the first hos­
tile encounter recorded between the 
Spanish and the natives ot the New 
World. That incident, almost as impor­
tant as the "discovery" voyage itself, 

serves as the symbolic turning point in 
the decline of the native West Indians. 

On the morning of November 14, 
1493, resident Carib Indians watched 
as 17 Spanish ships anchored just be­
yond the entrance to Salt River Bay. 
They had previously seen nothing larger 
than their own seagoing canoes. Imagine 
their astonishment when two dozen or 
more soldiers, with orders to find fresh 
water and to investigate a village that 
could be seen on the western side of 
the bay, landed on shore. By the time 
the soldiers arrived at the beach, the 
village had been vacated except for a 
few Taino Indian slaves, whom the 
Spanish took back to the ship. From 
these slaves, the Spaniards learned that 
the Caribs called the island Cibuquiera, 
or the Stony Land, and the Tainos' term 
for it was Ayay, or The River. 

While en route to the ships with the 
Tainos and some booty taken from the 
village, the Spanish encountered a canoe 
carrying six Caribs, four men and two 
women. A fight ensued, and two men, 
one Spaniard and one Carib, later died 
from the wounds received during the 
exchange. The surviving Indians were 
captured. The incident was documented 
by four Spaniards including Columbus, 
who named the battle site Cabo de las 
Flechas, or Cape of the Arrows, and the 
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island Santa Cruz, or Holy Cross. (It was 
the later French term for Holy Cross, 
St. Croix, that stuck.) 

Following that encounter, many 
events become firsts, symbolic of the 
changes that would occur over the next 
500 years. Along with the first skirmish, 
those events included a treaty, soon 
broken; rebellion against the Spanish; 
and an eventual decree from the king of 
Spain to exterminate all Caribs, a term 
that by that time the Spanish used to 
refer to all recalcitrant West Indians. 
By the mid-1500s, the Caribs who sur­
vived the skirmishes and confrontations 
deserted Cibuquiera and moved south­
eastward to other islands. Today about 
3,000 Caribs, the last remnant of the 
original peoples, live on a reservation 
on Dominica. 

By the late 1500s, St. Croix was vir­
tually uninhabited. From that point, 
competition among the European co­
lonial powers was played out on the 
islands, and Salt River Bay became a 
centerpiece for European colonization. 
During the 1600s, the Spanish, English, 
Dutch, and French fought continuously 
over the island. A triangular earthen 
fortress, constructed on part of the 
Carib village site, was begun by the 
British in 1641, completed by the Dutch 
the following year, and seized in 1650 

by the French, who abandoned the is­
land in 1696 but held it until 1733. The 
remains of this structure, which is now 
severely eroded, represent the only one 
of its kind remaining in the West Indies 
and may be the only one left in North 
America. Explicit details of that fortifi­
cation and adjacent village were taken 
from a map developed by Spanish spies 
who had infiltrated the area in prepa­
ration for an attack that later failed. 

By the late 1660s, settlement of St. 
Croix was concentrated on the eastern 
end of the island near what was later to 
become Christiansted. But for the next 
200 years. Salt River continued to play 
an important role as a port for the ex­
port of sugar, rum, and molasses. The 
Danish West India and Guinea Com­
pany bought the island from France in 
1733. To control smugglers who were 
trying to avoid paying custom duties, 
the Danes built a small gun battery be­
low the earlier fort and a customs house 
along the Sugar Bay shoreline. Remnants 
of all these structures still exist within 
the newly designated national park. The 
Danish colony flourished for 150 years 
before suffering economic decline. 
Denmark sold the Virgin Islands in 1917 
to the United States, which bought them 
for strategic military reasons. 

Salt River Bay's natural resources are 

as impressive as its cultural and histori­
cal aspects. The area's ecosystem sup­
ports 28 federally or locally endangered 
animals and plants, such as green and 
hawksbill turtles and Vahl's boxwood 
and swamp fern. A total of 110 species 
of birds has been recorded at Salt River 
Bay. Twenty-six species, more than halt 
the number that breeds on St. Croix, 
nest at Salt River Bay. Other birds rely 
upon the area to roost or feed. Among 
those to be found here are great and 
snowy egrets, great blue and tricolored 
herons, West Indian whistling and 
ruddy ducks, clapper rail, Caribbean 
coot, least tern, piping plover, and 
white-crowned pigeon. Familiar North 
American songbirds, such as warblers 
and vireos, also depend on Salt River 
Bay as a stopover during migration. 
Many of these birds stay in the Carib­
bean from October through March and 
depend upon healthy mangroves and 
hillside forests for their survival. 

The diversity of wildlife is due in 
part to a chain of relatively intact natu­
ral habitats, from upland forest to ma­
rine corals. Most similar systems in the 
Caribbean are missing important links, 
which development has either degraded 
or eliminated. But here on St. Croix, 
inland slopes contain thorn woodland 
habitat on their crests, and deciduous 
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forests grow on cooler hillsides and 
within a few canyon bottoms. Rainwa­
ter flows from these forests and slopes 
into Salt River, once a significant and 
continuous stream, but which now flows 
only occasionally. The Salt River flood-
plain still contains adequate moisture 
to support a freshwater marsh of cat­
tails, sedges, and grasses. Huge swamp 
ferns, rivaling any Boston fern on the 
continent, grow under the canopy of 
the outer mangroves. 

Below the marsh, a forest begins that 
is made up of stands of buttonwoods, 
white, black, and red mangroves. At 
the edge of the estuary, great tangles of 
red mangrove roots support algae and 
form spectacular nursery areas for St. 
Croix's abundant fish, shellfish, and 
crustaceans. A system of fresh to brack­
ish to salt water flora and fauna filters 
out pollutants so that the estuary be­
yond is enriched with nontoxic nutri­
ents on which the young marine life 
depends. 

As the flow continues seaward, it 
passes over sea grass beds and their 

abundant marine life, nourishing these 
valuable habitats. The flow continues 
past the capes toward the coral gardens 
and reefs. These habitats support a di­
verse collection of marine life and pro­
vide valuable spawning and nursery 
areas for main species oi fish and cms 
taceans. Beyond the barrier reef, the 
submarine canyon forms a long north-
south trench, whose steep walls are 
covered with a variety of deep-water 
corals and sponges. The canyon even­
tually drops more than 12,000 feet into 
a deep gorge that separates the Puerto 
Rican Bank and the northern Virgin Is­
lands of St. Thomas and St. John from 
the southern Virgin Island of St. Croix. 

Accord ing to geologis t Denn is 
Hubbard, of St. Croix's West Indies 
Laboratory, the "estuary and submarine 
canyon are part of a submerged valley 
that formed hundreds of thousands of 
years ago...and is among the most in­
tensely studied areas of the sea floor in 
the wor ld . " Since 1978, Fairleigh 
Dickinson University's National Un­
dersea Research Center has employed 

Salt River Bay's ecosystem supports 28 
federally or locally endangered plants and 
animals, including the green sea turtle. 

an underwater laboratory near the 
mouth of the submarine canyon. More 
than 600 scientists have lived within this 
laboratory, called Aquarius, for one- or 
two-week periods. 

Because of Salt River's wealth of 
natural and cultural resources, Salt River 
Bay was declared a national historic 
landmark in 1960 and a natural land­
mark in 1980. It is the only site to receive 
both designations. 

In 1985 the Virgin Islands-Columbus 
Jubilee Committee became one of the 
first groups to suggest that Salt River 
Bay be declared a national park. Al­
though Salt River would seem a likely 
choice for national park status, the 
designation evolved only after a long 
battle and a number of skirmishes. And 
the fight may not be over. President 
Bush has signed the park's enabling 
legislation into law, but the House of 
Representatives reneged this year on the 
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Great blue herons and swamp ferns are 
among the species found at Salt River Bay, 
one of the newest national park sites. 

funding necessary to establish and staff 
the site. 

Despite this setback, the plan to es­
tablish a park and to preserve this re­
markable site has come a long way. Just 
five years ago, the Allen-Williams Cor­
poration proposed developing a $100-
million resort, complete with a 288-
room hotel, 300 condos, and a 125-slip 
marina on 74 acres of Cape of the Ar­
rows. Approved by St. Croix's Coastal 
Zone Management Commit tee , the 
project would have required razing the 
mangrove swamps, blasting through the 
coral reef, and dredging the bay, which 
would have destroyed a good portion 
of the sea grass beds. In 1988 NPCA 
joined in a lawsuit filed by the St. Croix 
Environmental Association challenging 
the permits to develop the site. 

NPCA was one of the first national 
conservation groups to campaign for 
park status for Salt River Bay. Laura 

Loomis, NPCA's deputy director of 
conservation programs, traveled to St. 
Croix in 1986 in an attempt to build 
grassroots support for the park. By early 
1989, several other national conserva­
tion organizations had entered the fray. 
Joining NPCA and the St. Croix group 
were the National Wildlife Federation, 
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, 
and The Nature Conservancy—which 
in 1971 had bought 12.7 acres of man­
groves in Triton Bay. 

Both Del. Ron de Lugo (D) and 
Virdin Brown, president of the Virgin 
Islands senate, worked to build support 
for making Salt River Bay a national 
park. Public approval of the idea began 
to build in 1989 when the local popu­
lation realized that access to a popular 
beach would be curtailed if the private 
d e v e l o p m e n t were a l lowed to go 
through. On May 10, 1989, the Salt 
River Park alternatives developed by 
NPS were presented to the public at an 
open meeting on St. Croix; 300 people 
attended. Of 30 groups or individuals 
to testify, only one person favored a 

The stands of red, black, and white 
mangroves at Salt River Bay are among the 
largest in the Virgin Islands. 

hotel over a park. And the testimony 
overwhelmingly supported the largest 
unit possible, about 1,000 acres. The 
strong public support for the park is 
reflected in the enabling legislation, 
which calls for cooperative management 
with the Virgin Islands government. 

De Lugo introduced the House of 
Representatives bill in July 1991, and 
Sen. Bennett Johnston (D-La.) intro­
duced the companion Senate bill. 

President Bush signed the bill into 
law in February of this year. NPCA 
President Paul C. Pritchard said of set­
ting aside the 912-acre park, "There 
could be no better way of marking the 
500th anniversary of the Columbian 
expeditions than preserving one of the 
last unspoiled areas in the West Indies." 

Roland Wauer was principal author of 
NPS's Alternatives for Salt River. He is 
a past contributor to National Parks. 
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An Embattled 
Wilderness 

New York's Adirondack Park enters 
its second century confronted by 

mounting development pressures. 

By Richard Beamish 

ON A ROAD MAP, the Adirondack 
Park is usually delineated with 
a jagged blue line that circles 

most of northern New York State be­
tween Albany and the Canadian bor­
der. The park encompasses nearly 6 
million acres, an area as large as Ver­
mont—or the size of Yellowstone, 
Yosemite, Grand Canyon, Glacier, and 
Great Smoky Mountains national parks 
combined. 

From almost any mountaintop in the 
Adirondack Park, the region appears 
to be a seamless mosaic of lakes, streams, 
wetlands, forests, and mountains ex­
tending to the farthest horizons. It in­
cludes State Forest Preserve and private 
forestland belonging to the likes of In­
ternational Paper Company, which 
owns more than 200,000 Adirondack 
acres, or to Cornelius Vanderbilt 
Whitney, whose lake-strewn "park 
within a park" contains 51,000 acres. 
The view from some summits takes in 
the great valleys around the edges of 
the park—the St. Lawrence to the north, 
Hudson and Mohawk to the south, Lake 
Champlain to the east—including 
farmhouses and pastureland. From on 
high, you may see a settlement or two— 
Lake Placid, for example, or Saranac 
Lake Village, once a world-famous cure 
center for tuberculosis patients and still, 
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with all of 6,000 inhabitants, the largest 
village in the park. 

Apart from the occasional village or 
farm, there's a sense of all-encompass­
ing wildness, the illusion that these 
woods and mountains go on forever. 
But on a map showing ownership pat­
terns, the region's mixture of public and 
private holdings resembles an impossi­
bly complicated jigsaw puzzle. It is this 
mixture that makes the Adirondack 
Park one of the most vulnerable parks 
in the lower 48 states. As development 
pressures on the private lakes and 
landscapes increase, the park as a whole 
is increasingly threatened. 

Yet there is much to celebrate this 
centennial year as the Adirondack Park 
prepares for its second century. While 
many parts of the world have become 
more crowded and artificial, the park 
has become more natural. It is one of 
the great success stories of ecosystem 
renewal. 

When the state legislature created 
the Adirondack Park in 1892, much of 
the region had been reduced to a cem­
etery of charred stumps and mudflats, a 
forlorn landscape ravaged by 50 years 

Early autumn transforms the forests 
' surrounding Heart Lake in the 
Adirondack Park's "high peaks" area. 
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of clear-cutting. By 1892, only about 5 
percent ot the original timber remained. 

Today, the forests have largely grown 
back and much of the original wildlife 
has returned. The state has restored bald 
eagles and peregrine falcons and is cur­
rently releasing lynx airlifted down from 
the Yukon. Moose have recently wan­
dered back on their own from Canada 
and northern New England. Loons, 
martens, and fishers are doing well. 
Ravens have rebounded—their croak­
ing and cavorting once again enliven 
the woods and waterways. Beavers, ex­
tirpated by the beginning of this cen­
tury, are busy everywhere. Some of the 
best trout fishing in the Northeast can 
be found in the fast-flowing streams of 
the Adirondacks. 

Best of all, if you don't mind black 
flies in the spring and 30-below tem­
peratures in the winter, and if you can 
figure out some way to earn a living, 
you can reside here among all this natu­
ral beauty, as 130,000 people now do. 
Employment has been traditionally 

tourist-and-wood-related, with local and 
state government providing other jobs. 
These days, however, real estate appears 
to be the growth industry in the Adi­
rondacks. For better or worse, it's an 
increasingly fertile field for speculators, 
subdividers, builders, lawyers, bankers, 
insurance agents, surveyors, and various 
vacation-home services. 

For a century, this patchwork park 
of public and private lands has been a 
model showing how we can manage a 
region of surpassing ecological value in 
which people live and earn a livelihood 
in peaceful coexistence with their 
natural surroundings. 

The model began to take shape on 
that day in 1892 when the legislature, 
alarmed by the rapid loss of the state's 
watershed forests, drew that line around 
much of northern New York and called 
it the Adirondack Park. Generations 
before the word "ecology" became a 
household word, this boundary defined 
a world-class ecosystem containing the 
headwaters of five major river systems. 

In drawing its line, the legislature also 
created America's first and foremost 
"greenline park"—a park that some 
property rights advocates and real-es­
tate operators continue to insist is no 
park at all. 

In 1894, New Yorkers made more 
conservation history. They amended the 
state's constitution to permanently 
preserve the public parcels in the park 
as the State Forest Preserve. No trees 
could be cut, and no land could be 
sold, leased, or developed—it had to 
remain "forever wild." This amendment 
represents the most rigorous protection 
of wilderness the country has ever 
known. It also served as an inspiration 
for the National Wilderness Preserva­
tion Act, which came into being 80 years 
later. 

When the legislature established the 
Adirondack Park, it was expected that 
all land within the blue line would 
eventually be owned by the public. 
Though that didn't happen, the Forest 
Preserve has been expanded, along with 
the larger park itself, over the years. 

In the 1920s, four decades before 
Lady Bird Johnson sought to beautify 
our national highways, New York State 
banned off-site advertising in the 
Adirondacks outside the incorporated 
villages. Thus thousands of miles of 
scenic highways and backroads would 
remain forever free of billboards. Even 
today, the roadside scenery throughout 
the Adirondack Park amazes and de­
lights visitors with its lack of signs and 
other commercial "improvements." 

In the 1960s, the region lost much of 
its protective isolation. A new interstate 
highway, 1-87, halved the driving time 
from New York and Montreal. What 
had been an exhausting nine-hour haul 
from Manhattan to Lake Placid was now 
closer to five hours. The drive from the 
Big City to the Big Lake—beautiful 
Lake George in the southern Adiron­
dacks—could now be accomplished 
between breakfast and lunch. Suddenly, 
this park of mostly private tracts was 
ripe for development. 

At about that time, Horizon Corpo­
ration, a big-league subdivider then 
cutting a swath through the American 
Southwest, purchased 24,000 acres in 
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the northern Adirondacks at bargain-
basement prices and announced plans 
to build 10,000 vacation homes there. 
A half-dozen other plans surfaced for 
ambitious residential developments. 

At about the same time, Laurance 
Rockefeller—whose brother, Nelson, 
was then governor of New York—re­
leased a landmark report in 1967 that 
proposed an Adirondack Mountains 
National Park. It would consist of 1.7 
million acres of the existing state park. 
The remaining -4 million acres, how­
ever, would continue as before, with no 
protection for the private lakes and 
landscapes other than the billboard ban 
of 192-4. 

The outcry was instantaneous. No­
body, it seemed, wanted a national park. 
But the proposal served a vital purpose: 
it focused public attention on ominous 
new trends in the Adirondacks, and it 
stimulated widespread concern about 
the park's future. 

Nelson Rockefeller promptly set up 
his own "Study Commission on the Fu­
ture of the Adirondacks." Two years 
later, in 1970, his commission reported. 

"Some areas of the country have 
managed to escape the destructive hand 
of man," the commission said, "but even 
these sanctuaries are now subject to the 
unrelenting pressures of an increasing­
ly urbanized society. The Adirondack 
Park has long been such a sanctuary. 
Whether it continues to be one depends 
on the foresight and resolve of all New 

Much of the Adirondacks' original 
wildlife, including moose (top) and loons 
(above), is once again doing well. The 
state is currently reintroducing the 
Canadian lynx (top right) to the park. 

Yorkers." 
For most of the park's existence, the 

commission found, the relationship be­
tween public and private holdings had 
been mostly "harmonious and comple­
mentary." But the "profitability of sub­
division and second-home develop­
ment" was now a cause for concern. 
"Seasonal residences have an important 
place in the Adirondack Park," the re­
port concluded, "but without adequate 
land-use controls, subdividing will de­
stroy the park." 

"It the Adirondacks arc to be saved, 
time is of the essence," stressed Harold 
K. Hochschild, the industrialist and 
Adirondack historian who chaired the 
commission. 

The commission called for the cre­
ation of an Adirondack Park Agency 

(APA) to regulate development on the 
private lands that adjoin and surround 
the hundreds of parcels of Forest Pre­
serve. Within months, the new agency 
came into being and went to work on a 
parkwide zoning plan. 

Two years later, in 1973, the state 
legislature approved the plan. As he 
signed it into law. Governor Rockefeller 
proclaimed: "The Adirondacks are 
preserved forever!" Another milestone 
had been reached in American conser­
vation, though the governor's optimism 
proved to be premature. 

Never before had so large an area 
been subject to such environmentally 
sensitive controls. The plan was based 
on an inventory and mapping of natu­
ral factors, including soils, slopes, wet­
lands, elevation, climate, vegetation, 
wildlife habitat. Aesthetic consider­
ations—the need to preserve the re­
gion's exquisite natural beauty—figured 
prominently. Existing uses were fac­
tored in. Proximity of private to public 
land was carefully noted and "carrying 
capacity" determined. Finally, limits 
were set on future building densities, 
and a permit system was established for 
projects that could have a "regional 
impact." 

Local governments retained control 
over most land uses. With APA assis­
tance, the park's towns and villages were 
encouraged to establish local plans that 
meshed with the regional scheme. 

In its early years, the new agency 
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met with clamorous re­
sistance from develop­
ers and home-rule ad­
vocates. These oppo­
nents skillfully ex­
ploited the suspicion 
and discontent, fos­
tered by the APA's 
complicated (and near­
ly incomprehensible) 
regulations, among an 
independent-minded 
populace unaccustomed 
to land-use controls of 
any kind and resentful 
of government inter­
ference at any level. By 
the end of the decade, 
however, the anti-APA 
sentiments began to 
subside as it became 
clear that the new rules 
didn't affect most people at all. 

Now it was time for the conserva­
tionists to fret. Although much better 
than nothing, the APA was not, as 
Governor Rockefeller had predicted, 
saving the Adirondack Park. 

As the building boom of the 1980s 
gathered momentum, forested shore­
lines were giving way to lakeview con­
dominiums and cottages. Seeping 
septic tanks were polluting lakes and 
causing algae blooms. Elaborate boat-
houses, satellite dishes, suburban-style 
lawns, and lakeside airplane hangars 
were transforming pristine waterways. 
Chalets were appearing on hillsides and 
ridges. New houses sprouted in the 
foreground of spectacular roadside vis­
tas. Even with the APA's supposedly 
stringent density controls, which pre­
scribed a limit of 15 new houses per 
square mile for more than half the pri­
vate land, Adirondack backcountry was 
being carved into 50-acre "wilderness 
ranchettes." 

Then, in the late 1980s, Henry 
Lassiter discovered the Adirondacks. A 
high-rolling land speculator from At­
lanta, Georgia, Lassiter purchased 
90,000 acres of Adirondack forests for 
approximately S200 per acre. The land 
had previously belonged to Diamond 
International, a timber company ac­
quired by a Erench conglomerate that 

The Adirondacks' deciduous trees are 
predominantly beech, birch, and maple— 
resulting in vivid autumn foliage. 

was now liquidating Diamond's north­
east holdings. 

Conservationists were outraged. For 
the entire year that the Diamond lands 
were on the market, the state had failed 
to make a realistic oiler. Now the prop­
erty appeared to be lost—and destined 
for development. In response to the 
uproar. Gov. Mario Cuomo quickly pur­
chased (at a big mark-up) the most 
critical of Lassiter's new holdings. To 
calm the conservationists, Cuomo also 
set up a Commission on the Adirondack 
Park in the 21st Century. Identify the 
problems, he instructed the new study 
team, and come up with some solutions. 

The governor got more than he bar­
gained for. The commission, chaired by 
Peter A.A. Berle, president of the Na­
tional Audubon Society, concluded that 
the park was threatened as never before. 
"The pace of land sales and the break­
up of large parcels suggest that the final 
shape of the Adirondack Park will be 
determined before this century is over," 
the commission reported. 

It called for stronger development 
controls on shorelines, roadsides, and 
backcountry; a temporary moratorium 
on construction in the most sensitive 

areas; enactment of 
"existing use zoning" 
that would ban resi­
dential development on 
half the private lands 
(with tax breaks and a 
system of "transferable 
development rights" 
proposed for affected 
landowners); and an 
all-out campaign of 
land and easement 
purchases that would, 
among other things, 
result eventually in a 
400,000-acre Bob Mar­
shall Great Wilderness. 
This would be the 
largest single tract of 
protected wilderness 
east of the Mississippi 
River, with enough 

lakes and streams for a new public ca­
noe area and enough range for timber 
wolves. 

The response was swift and vigor­
ous. Robert F. Flacke, the dissenting 
member of Cuomo's commission, de­
nounced the report, even before it was 
released, as an extremist pipe dream. "I 
cannot subscribe to a vision of the 
Adirondack Park as a mainly wilder­
ness area where environmental consid­
erations must come before economic 
needs of the people," he stated. "The 
commission envisions a park where 
there are no residents, no commercial 
activities, no local governments. But 
people happen to live and work in the 
park. We need to balance resource 
preservation with the needs of the 
people." 

Flacke, a Lake George businessman 
and resort owner, also serves on the 
board of Einch-Pruyn, a paper company 
that owns 154,000 acres of Adirondack 
real estate, including some of the linest 
undisturbed lakes in the park. Flacke 
would soon become a key organizer and 
strategist tor the opposition. 

Conservationists countered that there-
would be ample room lor develop­
ment—for at least three times the cur­
rent number of houses, for example. 
The object was not to stop develop­
ment, thev insisted, but to ensure that 
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The Adirondack Park's many wetlands 
attract myriad creatures such as this red 
eft, photographed near Brant Lake. 

future development did not destroy the 
park. 

Such arguments were drowned out 
in the ensuing uproar as real-estate and 
home-rule interests seized the initiative. 
Various "grassroots" groups emerged 
throughout the Adirondaeks with such 
names as Blue Line Council, Adiron­
dack Solidarity Alliance, Adirondack 
Fairness Coalition, and Adirondack 
Citizens Council. Some were directly 
linked to the national "wise use move­
ment," which seeks to open public lands 
to full-scale private exploitation and 
which deplores the kind of development 
controls the APA—and the Cuomo 
commission—stand for. 

Though their tone and tactics var­
ied, from shouting and gun-waving to 
calls for moderation, balance, and mul­
tiple use, the rash of new Adirondack 
groups shared similar goals for the park: 
no more regulations, no more public 
land, and greater representation for pro-
development interests on the APA's 
governing board. The property rights 
advocates held motorcade demonstra­
tions that blocked Interstate 87, packed 
public meetings and shouted down 
speakers, monopolized the local press, 

and lobbied hard in Albany. 
Stunned by the backlash, Cuomo 

distanced himself from his commission. 
Later in 1990, the state's voters nar­
rowly defeated an environmental bond 
act that would have provided a new 
infusion of funds for land acquisition in 
the Adirondaeks. ("If the bond act 
passes," the opponents had claimed, 
"the state may use its power of eminent 
domain to take away your land.") 

"There's no development crisis in the 
Adirondaeks," says Frederick H. Mon­
roe, who sums up the opposition's case. 
Monroe is a town supervisor, a founder 
of the Adirondack Fairness Coalition, 
and a lawyer who represents developers 
before the APA. "On the private land, 
building applications are way down," 
he says. "And the public land—almost 
3 million acres of it—can't be developed 
at all." The crisis, says Monroe, is a 
fabrication of the radical environmen­
talists. 

O n the o t h e r h an d , Rober t C. 
Glennon, the APA's executive direc­
tor, sees disaster looming. "The scheme 
of the present zoning law guarantees 
the ultimate destruction of the Adiron­
dack Park and anoints us to preside 
over it," he says. "It's that simple." 

Recently, a number of national con­
servation leaders, including NPCA's 
president, Paul C. Pritchard, petitioned 
New York's legislative leaders to enact 
stronger protections. "When the current 
recession ends," they wrote, "we can 
expect the Adirondack building boom 
to resume with a vengeance—unlike 
anything these lakes and mountains have 
yet experienced." 

Proposals to strengthen the APA's 
development controls and provide funds 
for land acquisitions recently died in 
the state legislature. Despite support 
from Governor Cuomo and the state 
assembly, the protections were blocked 
by the state senate, largely through the 
influence of Sen. Ronald Stafford, a 
powerful Adirondack legislator who 
represents an increasingly powerful real-
estate industry. Conservationists have 
vowed to overcome Stafford's legisla­
tive roadblocks in the 1993 session— 
but they have their work cut out for 
them. 

Meanwhile, George D. Davis, a 
former APA employee and chief archi­
tect of the APA's zoning map, is spend­
ing much of his time these days in Rus­
sia, helping that country achieve what 
he helped to achieve for the Adirondack 
Park some 20 years ago. Davis, now a 
MacArthur Foundation Fellow, is de­
vising a management plan for the Lake 
Baikal watershed, an area more than 
four times the size of New York State. 
This involves directing a team of U.S. 
and Russian scientists to map the 
region's natural resources and develop­
ment constraints—"listening to the land, 
listening to the people," in his words. 

As for the prototypical Adirondack 
Park, Davis is cautiously optimistic. 
"The great thing about the Adirondack 
Park is that it is still pretty much intact, 
like Alaska and the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem. If we can get our act to­
gether, we can still save all these places." 

The reason for Davis' rosy vision? 
"The developers have the power of 
money on their side, but we have the 
power of people," he maintains. "The 
number of people who use and love the 
Adirondaeks is very large, and there are 
many others who just want to know 
that this park exists. If these folks can 
be mobilized, as they were in the earlier 
battles, the Adirondaeks can be saved 
for the next century." 

Richard Beamish, a long-time Adiron­
dack guide, now serves as field represen­
tative/or the National Audubon Society. 

What You Can Do 
Write to state senate leader Ralph 
J. Marino, reminding him that the 
Adirondack Park is a national 
treasure whose fate must not be 
left to the mercies of one develop­
m e n t - m i n d e d legislator (Sen. 
Stafford) from northern New York 
State . Address : Sen. Ralph J. 
Marino, Majority Leader, NYS 
Senate, Albany, NY 12247. Please 
send a copy of your letter to Gov. 
Mario M. Cuomo, State Capitol, 
Albany, NY 12224, with a note 
urging him to lead the way to last­
ing protection for the Adirondaeks. 
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A C C E S S 

When Cultures 
Collide 

National park units trace the path of the Spanish 
through the "New World." 

By Yvette La Pierre 

T HERE WAS NO ce lebra t ion in 

America 100 years or even 200 
years after Christopher Colum­

bus ' first voyage, but by 1792 festivi­
ties marking the journey had 
begun. Often these events did 
not incorporate the immediate 
and ongoing consequences of 
the explorer's find. When Co­
lumbus "discovered" the New 
World, dynamic and diverse 
cultures flourished here. Mil­
lions of people spoke hundreds 
ot languages, and sophisticated 
trade routes spanned thou­
sands of miles. These societies 
ran the gamut from small bands 
of hunters to powerful empires. 

The contribution of these 
cultures is not the only under-
represented element in a typi­
cal presentation of U.S. history. 
The centuries-long presence of 
Spain in America has received 
only superficial t r ea tment . 
Within 50 years of Columbus' 
voyage, Spanish exp lo re r s 
roamed the continent from the 
Gulf and Atlantic coasts to the 
Pacific in search of mythical 
cities and fabled wealth. The 
Spaniards brought profound 
cultural, social, and economic-
changes to Native Americans 

and the New World. 
On this, the 500th anniversary, the 

Gulf Islands National Seashore in Florida. 

National Park Service is helping to 
broaden the focus from Columbus ' 
voyage to the resulting encounter of 
cultures. A variety of exhibits that de­
pict efforts to convert Native Ameri­
cans to Christianity have been planned 
throughout the park system at Spanish 
missions. Visitors also can explore the 
ruins of Native American and Spanish 
colonial societies at a variety of park 
units. The following is a sampling of 
some of the many parks in which visi­
tors can continue the voyage that Co­
lumbus began. 

Gulf Islands National Seashore 
Hernando de Soto sailed into what is 
now Tampa Bay on May 30, 1539. De 
Soto and his troops then began a march 
through La Florida, leaving a trail of 
devastated cultures behind. De Soto's 
troops offered the natives of this area 
their first encounter with Europeans, 
and they did little to leave a good im­
pression. News of de Soto's ruthless 
treatment of the Indians traveled be­

fore h im. T h e exped i t ion 
sometimes found Indian vil­
lages abandoned or burned 
when they arrived. When con­
tacts were made, the inhabit­
ants urged the army onward 
with tales of gold and food to 
be found farther along. In the 
end, however, it was not direct 
aggression that wiped out the 
local people but the diseases 
that de Soto's troops spread 
throughout the Southeast. 

The first Spanish settlement 
in what is now the United 
States—begun in 1559 on the 
shores of Pensacola Bay—was 
not as successful in subduing 
the Native Americans. The 
settlers had to fend off con­
stant attacks by Indians, as well 
as assaults by hurricanes that 
destroyed their supplies and 
crude houses. After two years 
of struggling with starvation, 
disease, and aggression, the 
Spanish gave up on Pensacola. 
They did not return to the bay 
area until 1698, more than 130 
years later. For the next 100 

A 2 September/October 1992 

x 



years, Pensacola was a pawn in the 
struggles among Spanish, French, and 
British colonial empires, and it changed 
hands several times. From 1797 to 1798, 
Spain fortified Pensacola by construct­
ing the Bateria de San Antonio, cap­
tured in 1814 by Andrew Jackson. Seven 
years later, Florida was part of the 
United States. 

Visitors to the Gulf Islands National 
Seashore can learn more about this tu­
multuous beginning to the colonization 
of the New World through special pro­
grams and guided tours of the Bateria 
and the first Spanish settlement. For 
more information, contact the park at 
1801 Gulf Breeze Parkway, Gulf Breeze, 
FL 32561. 

Pecos National Historical Park 
During the time that de Soto was cross­
ing the Southeast, another Spanish ex­
plorer, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado, 
led a force through the American 
Southwest in search of the fabled Seven 
Cities of Cibola. When Coronado and 
his troops reached Pecos in 1541, they 
found an impressive pueblo with about 
2,000 inhabitants. When it was discov­
ered, the pueblo was at the peak of its 
power as a center for trade that linked 
the Rio Grande pueblos with buffalo 
hunters of the Great Plains. The Span­
ish realized almost immediately the 
missionary potential of Pecos and began 
the long and sometimes violent conver­
sion of the Indians to Christianity. 

In 1622 the mission was built. It 
would later be described as "a magnifi­
cent temple adorned with six towers, 
three on each side." The mission's pur­
pose was to convert the native popula­
tions and to prepare them for partici­
pation in Spanish colonial society. The 
Franciscan missionaries learned, some­
times after years of attempted conver­
sions, that the Indians accepted from 
Christianity whatever might be useful 
to them but did not relinquish their 
ancestral beliefs. Though many friend­
ships were formed between the Spanish 
and Native Americans through the 
years, the oppressive colonial economic 
system and suppressive Indian policy 
led to a revolt by the Puebloans in 1680. 
After 12 years of war, the people of 

Salinas Pueblo Missions National Monument in New Mexico. 
kl.KKK K I AMES 

Pecos finally surrendered to the Span­
ish army, bringing their children to be 
baptized. Over the next two decades, 
friars came and went, and the pueblo 
and the mission fell into decline. In the 
end, both tailed. 

Today, the ruins of churches and 
pueblo testify both to the long and dif­
ficult exchanges between the cultures 
and to the strength and continuity of 
the pueblo before it was abandoned in 
the 19th century. September 19-20, the 
Gateway Festival will recall the tradi­
tional trade fairs that took place at Pecos 
in the 17th century among the Pueblo, 
Plains, and Spanish peoples. Through­
out the year, visitors can tour the ruins 
at Pecos, as well as a kitchen garden of 
a Spanish colonial priest. A special ex­
hibit examines the history of Native 
American and Hispanic peoples and 
includes the inaccuracies of stereotypes 
and myths about them. For more infor­
mation, contact Pecos National His­
torical Park, P.O. Drawer 418, Pecos, 
NM 87552-0418. 

Salinas Pueblo Missions 
On an expedition to the Salinas Valley 
in New Mexico in 1853, Major J.H. 

Carleton came upon some ruins at dusk. 
"The tall ruins standing there in soli­
tude had an aspect of sadness and 
gloom," he wrote. "The cold wind. . . 
appeared to roar and howl through the 
roofless pile like an angry demon." 
Carleton recognized the ruins as a 
Christian church, but he did not know 
that the long heaps of stone nearby 
marked the remains of a large pueblo. 
The pueblo is Abo, one of three pueblo 
and related mission remains included 
in the park. 

Charged by the Pope with Chris­
tianizing the natives of the New World, 
Franciscan friars became active in the 
1620s in what is now central New 
Mexico, building churches at the pueb­
los of Abo, Quarai, and Gran Quivira. 
In the 17th century, the Salinas Valley 
was a major trade center and one of the 
most populous parts of the Pueblo 
world, with perhaps 10,000 or more in­
habitants. The Indians had developed a 
stable agricultural community and lived 
in apartment-like complexes. 

Spanish settlements lacked the natu­
ral resources of some other colonies, 
and Spanish governors relied on profits 
from the sale of slaves captured in raids 
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on Plains tribes and from goods pro­
duced by Indian labor. The Franciscans 
tried to establish cordial relations with 
the Indians and treat them with more 
respect than the settlers and the gov­
ernment, but the friars themselves 
placed heavy demands on the pueblos 
to support the missions. Following years 
of cultural change, Apache raids, 
drought, and epidemics of introduced 
European diseases, surviving Indians 
abandoned the pueblos in the 1670s, 
just 50 years after the friars' arrival. 

The park is planning a temporary 
exhibit depicting Native American 
perspectives on the early encounter with 
Europeans and the resulting conse­
quences. There will also be a one-day 
festival October 10, to commemorate 
the Columbus Quincentennial. For 
more information, contact Salinas 
Pueblo Missions National Monument 
at P.O. Box 496, Mountainair, NM, 
87036-0496. 

Tumacacori 
Father Eusebio Francisco Kino, a vig­
orous Jesuit leader, first entered what 
is now southern Arizona in 1691, when 
he visited, at the request of the inhabit­
ants, the small Pima village of Tuma­
cacori. He said mass there under a brush 

shelter that the Indians had built for 
him. By 1698, according to the Jesuit, 
Tumacacori had an "earth-roofed house 
of adobe," fields of wheat, and herds of 
cattle, sheep, and goats. At every op­
portunity, Father Kino and his succes­
sors visited Tumacacori to encourage 
the Native Americans to embrace 
Christianity. 

In 1767 the Jesuits were expelled 
from all Spanish dominions, and the 
next year the Franciscans took over the 
Sonora mission chain, which included 
Guevavi and Tumacacori. Repeated 
Apache raids forced the Franciscans to 
abandon Guevavi, and around 1772 
Tumacacori became headquarters of the 
district's missions. 

When Father Narciso Gutierrez, a 
Spanish Franciscan, arrived in 1794, he 
found the church nearly in ruins and 
was determined to build a magnificent 
one in its place. Though his church was 
never finished, Father Gutierrez stayed 
at Tumacacori until his death in 1820. 
During his years there, he helped the 
Indians obtain clear title to their land 
and established the legal boundaries of 
mission land. A year after the Fran­
ciscan's death, Mexico won indepen­
dence from Spain. Most of the frontier 
missions were abandoned soon after­

ward, in part because the new govern­
ment was unable to provide adequate 
military defense against hostile Indians. 
After the Spanish settlers, soldiers, and 
priests left, frequent raids by Apaches 
made life there impossible. When the 
Christian Indians finally abandoned 
Tumacacori in 1848, they carried the 
church furnishings with them to the 
mission of San Xavier near Tucson. 

The church still stands, though the 
courtyard structures fell into ruin long 
ago. Visitors can explore the garden, 
church, and museum at Tumacacori. 
On December 1, 1992, the park has 
scheduled the 21st annual Fiesta de 
Tumacacori, celebrating the continuity 
ot cultural heritage ot the area. The day­
long festival features crafts, food, and 
entertainment and begins with a mass 
to commemorate the arrival of Father 
Kino. For more information, contact 
Tumacacori National Historical Park, 
P.O. Box 67, Tumacacori, AZ, 85640. 

Yvette La Pierre is a free-lance writer 
living in Grand Forks, North Dakota. 
She last wrote for the magazine ahout 
educational programs in the national 
parks. She is a former associate editor of 
National Parks. 
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In Denali 

TIIORI.AU HAD WALDEN Pond; Kim 

Heacox has Denali. For Heacox, 
Denali National Park and Pre­

serve in Alaska is "a place to practice 
humility and respect." 

In Denali describes one man's ef­
forts to instill an appreciation for one 
of the country's remaining wild places: 
a sacred place preserved for spiritual 
rejuvenation; and a living place that 
provides sustenance to thousands of 
animals and plants. Heacox, the writer 
and photographer, has created a cof­
fee-table book with a message. 

Heacox 's 96-page book looks as 
though it will be a shallow beauty, but 
the author sets the tone in the preface 
for what is to come. Although the Native 
American name for the highest moun­
tain in Alaska is used in the park's title, 
McKinley is the name for the mountain 
itself. Heacox observes that the moun­
tain was named "in honor of a president 
who had neither a passion for moun­
tains nor an interest in Alaska." Heacox 
suggests that Alaska has been and con­
tinues to be an object of exploitation by 
those who care not for the land but 

instead for their own interests. This 
theme echoes throughout the book. 

Heacox's pictures show the majesty 
of the mountains that dominate the 
landscape and the beauty of the ani­
mals and plants that depend upon the 
wilderness for survival. His images are 
used not so much to show what Alaska 
has to offer but to demonstrate what 
we could lose to greed and industry if 
the interests of a few are allowed to 
dictate how to operate our public lands. 

"Industry and development are... 
termites chewing away at...[Alaska's! 
foundation, and Denali needs more de­
velopment like Scrooge needs more 
shillings," he writes. 

Heacox's intention is clear. Denali, 
and by extension Alaska, should not be 
sacrificed to the almighty dollar. Even 
so, he writes, "It is vital, of course, that 
people come here; that lives are touched 
and inspired, that wilderness values are 
affirmed and anxieties washed away." 

Preservationists will welcome this 
book as a sincere effort to protect and 
maintain a sacred place. As Heacox asks, 
"...If the greatest concert halls can have 
limited seating, then why not our na­
tional parks?" 

In Denali is available tor SI6.95, 
softcover, $29.95, hardcover; published 
by Companion Press, Santa Barbara. 

—Linda M. Rancourt 

-Letters from the j\ezo World 
Selected Correspondence of don Diego de Vargas to His Family 

1675-1706 
Edited by John L. Kessell, Rick Hendricks, and Meredith D. Dodge 

The abridged edition of the award-winning Remote Beyond Compare. 
Paper: 0-8263-1354-X $17.95 

J5y jorce of fAsms 
The Journals of don Diego de Vargas, New Mexico, 1691-93 

Edited by John L. Kessell and Rick Hendricks 
A documentary history of the events Vargas reported on from 1691 to 

early 1693, crucial years in the reconquest of colonial New Mexico. 
Cloth: 0-8263-1357-4 $32.50 

1 he JVLythic World of the Zjuni 
As Written by Frank Hamilton Cushing 

Edited and Illustrated by Barton Wright 
First recorded over a hundred years ago by Frank Hamilton Cushing, 

these popular tales are now available in paperback. 
Paper: 0-8263-1387-6 $16.95 

UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO PRESS 
ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87131-1591 

At bookstores, or call (SOS) 277-4810 FAX 1 -SOO-622-8667 
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NPCA's Collection of Specialty Tees, Totes, and Tangibles 
Limited Edition "1934 National Parks" Stamps 
Issue. In 1934. the U.S. Postal Service first issued 
ten stamps commemorating America's national 
parks. These commemorative stamps are hand­
somely displayed on an acid-free matte background, 
encased in glass and a 9" x 12" solid oak frame. 
ST100, National Parks Stamps Issue. $59.90. 

N130, NPCA Tote 
Bag. Cotton canvas 

tote with top snap 
closure and open front 
pocket measuring 18" 

x 14". $12.95 (Mem­
bers, $11.65). 

Discover Nature through Wildlife. Fine art reproductions on premium 
heavyweight 100% cotton T-shirts. Sizes: S, M. L. XL. 
$18.75 (Members, $16.85). 

N165, North American Endangered Wildlife 
N166, North American Wolves. Coyotes, and Foxes 
N167, North American Marine Wildlife 
N168, North American Sharks 
N169, Endangered Jaguar 
N170, Endangered Gray Wolf 

Not shown: Fine art posters measuring 24" x 36". $15.75 (Members, $14.20). 
PS006, North American Endangered Wildlife 
PS007, North American Wolves. Coyotes, and Foxes 

Name 

Street. 

City/State/Zip. 

Daytime Phone ( 

Member ID # 

Item No. Quantity Description '•• Size Price Total 

Free Sierra Club guide to Subtotal 
national parks with UPS Express $8 or $12 
orders over $55! P o s t a g e k H a n d l i n g , p e r ffiff * 4 ' 5 0 

Method of Payment 
LJ Check or Money Order Enclosed 
(Make Checks Payable to NPCA) 

• Visa • MasterCard. 
Expiration Date 

Name as it appears on card. 
Signature 
(required for all credit card orders) 

For RUSH ORDERS, you can request UPS express service for 
an additional $8 (delivery within 3 days) or for an additional 
$12 (delivery overnight). Please provide a street address. 
Mail orders to: The Park Education Center 

1776 Massachusetts Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036 

^ PHONE ORDERS: Call 1-800-NAT-PARK 
S092 



Resorts 

KENNICOTT GLACIER LODGE 

GHOST TOWN 
& GLACIERS 

Explore North America's most memorable 
show from the comfort of our modern lodge-
in the heart of the Wrangell - St. Elias 
National Park. Soaring peaks, massive ice 
fields, wilderness risers and the world's largest 
ghost town — all at our front door. Write or 
call toll free for brochure. 

Box 103940-1, Anchorage, AK 99310 
Outside AK - 1-800-582-5128 • Inside AK - 8OO-r"8-2350 

Tours/Travel 
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 

Walkabouts 
Nature, Hiking & the Outdoors 

Hiking and camping safaris, lodge 
stays, and island resorts in New 
Zealand's scenic National Parks & 
Milford Track: Australia's Outback. 
Tropical North. & Great Barrier Reef. 

PACIFIC EXPLORATION CO. 
_ • Box 3042-P. Santa Barbara. CA 93130 

) /<3>J (805)687-7282 

Products/Services 

TR4ILSIILUSTB4TED 
TOPO MAPS 

40 National Park maps 
60 Colorado & Utah maps 

* ¥ " Tnyprwf w«"r"*>l Each Trails Illustrated 
top*) map is .i guide with 
helpful information. 
Sold in over lotto retail 
locations, ask for them 
hy name. For a free 
c.it.iioe. contact: 

Trails Illustrated 
PO Box 3610 

Evergreen CO 80439 
1 800 962 1643 

Sta t ionery 
Innovative Envelopes made from governmenl surplus 
topographic maps. Truly Inspired recycling idea! 
"Topolopcs" come in various sizes and meet U.S.P.S. 
requirements. We guarantee your correspondents still 
open lite mail when they see this unique, fascinating 
item. Very affordable. Free samples. New England 
Cartographies. P.O. Box 369-N, Amherst, MA 01004. 
(413)253-7415. 

! Make a career out of 
• your love of animals! 

Home study prepares you for great jobs 
1 in animal care veterinary assistance.. . 
I helps you give your own pet top care. too. 
1 S c h o o l of A n i m a l S c i e n c e • Dept. CK442 
I 2245 Perimeter Park • Atlanta. GA 30341 

- FREE BOOKLET: 800-223-4542 

E(5©Opportunities 
FREE Binocular Buying Guide! 

Call 1-800-624-8107 
We carry Bausch & Lomb, 
Leica. Nikon, Zeiss, and more! 

National Camera Exchange 
G o l d e n Va l ley . M i n n e s o t a ( 6 1 2 ) 5 4 6 - 6 6 3 1 

Natural Colot Tee • 100% Pre-shrunk Cotton. Med-Lg-XL • US Made 

Long Short 
Sleeve S24 95 Sleeve S18 95 
Insured Delivery Included 
VisaMC orders 1-800-283-9778 

Send Check or Money Order to 
Four Elements Limited 
2437 Shoal Creek Ln Dept NP9 
Brownsburg. IN 46112-9612 

Rent "* 
Mother Nature 
Lease a Sugar Maple 

TreeorSapButM 
For One Year 

A truly memorable 
CHRISTMAS GIFT. 
First, we'll send each 
person on your list a 
copy of an authentic 
1 8 9 0 T R E A S U R Y 

DEPT. Lease, personalized by hand and 
suitable for framing — plus a GIFT CARD 
from you. During the harvest each lessee 
receives PROGRESS REPORTS full of 
facts & folklore, thus sharing in the 
adventure of sugaring. In Spring '93. 
when all the sap has been processed, 
each Tree Tenant will get at least 50 oz. of 
the finest 100% pure wood-fired MAPLE 
SYRUP in decorated jugs (25 oz. to 
Bucket Borrowers) and even more if 
Mother Nature is bountiful. We do all the 
work, your friends get the delicious 
results, and you get all the raves! 

100% satisfaction money back guarantee 
Tree Lease $39.95 or Bucket Lease $29.95 

Add S3.50 per lease tor shipping 8 handling 

Send check with name & address ot each recipient 

RENT MOTHER NATURE". Dept. 367 
52 New St.. Box 193. Cambridge. MA 02238 

Phone Orders (617) 354-5430 VS. MC. AX. Disc 

ENVIRONMENTAL NEWSLETTER. 
Receive newsletter by nonprofit organization 
dedicated to education, research and fresh 
alternatives to environmental issues Get the 
unbiased tacts through inquiry, synthesis and 
global perspectives from PhD. scientists Your 
contribution of $65 or more entitles you to 6 
issues and full membership privileges in: Na­
ture/Technology Alliance, P.O.Box 8005, 
Baytown,Texas77522-8005 Trialtssue$10 

SOAR through THE GRAND CANYON 
Right in Your Own Living Room! 

1-hour, 
spectacular 
HELICOPTER 
exploration 
you'll never 
forget. 

5 years in the making This life-like videotape takes 
you on the most revealing panoramic flight ever 
recorded. You'll skim plateaus and scale awesome 
formations to breathtaking music. CRITICALLY 
ACCLAIMED. A must for every VCR library. Other 
nature videotapes available. FREE DETAILS. 
VHS or BETA, in Hi-Fi Stereo $29.95 • $2.50 St£H 

NORMAN BEERGER PRODUCTIONS 
3217-MM,Arville. Las Vegas. NV 89102 • (7021 876-2328 

Geography is fun! 
Now there's a lively game for young and old 

that sharpens geographic wits in a hurry! 

mad dash! gives two players |ust 3 
minutes to blaze a trail across America using 

colorful maps (11* x 15'), state cards 
and a sand timer Explore new routes 

cross-country in even/ play ot this clever 
w duel Order tor adult amusement or to help 

* & children (8 and up) learn about their country 

$ 1 2 . 9 5 (tnc shipping) SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

$12.95 refund if game returned in 30 days Mail check or M 0 to 

IT0S Enterpnses. Dept S9. RD 3. Box 300. York. PA 17402 

VISA. MC orders, call tree 1-800-827 5725 

Opportunities 
I lelp your business grow by advertising in 
Eco-Opportunities. You reach an active, 
upscale audience ot more than 500,000 
responsive consumers. 

For advertising rates, contact Carol 
Cummins at (202) 223-6722 (ext. 142) or 
write to NPCA, 1776 Massachusetts Ave.. 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

z\ds must he sent camera-ready and re­
ceived hy closing date. November/De­
cember will close August 31; January/ 
I cbruarv will close November 2. 
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We Plan to 
Lose Money 

on This Offer. 

1959-1982 

Complete 54-Coin 
"Lincoln Memorial" Penny Set — 

America's Last Copper Cents! 

Only $14.95 
If we can get new customers to 
try us, we figure it's worth los­
ing money on this offer. We're 
confident that once you experi­
ence our quick service, great 
selection of collectibles and in­
formative catalogs that you'll 
become a regular customer. 

The 1959-1982 Lincoln Memo­
rial cents areAmerica's last cop­
per pennies. Our set includes 
every circulation issue (except 
die varieties), all in Brilliant 
Uncirculated condition. 

FREE BONUS: we'll also include 
all the later copper-clad zinc is­
sues to fill up your included dis­
play album. 1 Set, $14.95.3 Sets, 
$44.50. 5 Sets, $72. 10 Sets, 
$139. 20 Sets, $275. Order 
#7961. To order by credit card, 
call toll-free 1-800-451-4463 at 
any time. Or send a check or 
money order to: International 
Coins & Currency, Inc., H E . 
State St., Box 218, Dept. 2496, 
Montpelier, Vermont05601. Add 
$2 for postage and handling. 
100% Satisfaction Guarantee: 
30-Day Home Examination. 

Serving collectors for 17 years. 

N O T I C E S 

Earth Share 
Federal employees can once again do­
nate to NPCA through the Combined 
Federal Campaign (CFC), a program 
that encourages employees to contribute 
to charities through payroll deductions. 
NPCA is part of Earth Share, a CFC 
federation which is made up of 40 na­
tional environmental groups. NPCA 
received more than $300,000 in fiscal 
year 1992 from the CFC program. 

Federal employees may designate 
NPCA (agency #0910) on their CFC 
pledge forms or donate to a combina­
tion of environmental groups in the 
federation. 

The following states also have in­
cluded NPCA in their employee cam­
paigns: Arizona. Connecticut, Florida, 
Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina, 
Rhode Island, Utah,' Vermont, Wash­
ington, and Wisconsin. NPCA contin­
ues to apply for inclusion in other state 
and city employee campaigns. 

If you are a city, state, or federal 
employee, please remember the national 
parks by donating to NPCA through 
your payroll deduction program. 

HI-TEC 
The NPCA HI-TEC Posters for Parks 
program has been well received by con­
sumers nationwide. The limited edition 
poster (see page I 3 ) illustrates the flora, 
fauna, and landmarks of 30 national 
parks. The program already has raised 
$14,300 tor specific park projects. Look 
tor a display in stores selling HI-TEC 
products. 

The New Generation 
Matrix Essentials, manufacturer of Sys­
tem Biolage hair care products, distrib­
uted 1.8 million commemorative post­
ers during its second annual "Great 
Treesome" promotion. Consumers who 
purchased a System Biolage product 
received a poster as a thank-you from 
NPCA and Matrix Essentials. Because 
of the overwhelming success of the 

program. Matrix will plant more than 
13,000 trees in Redwood National Park 
this year, helping to complete the resto­
ration of old logging land acquired by 
the park in 1978. NPCA thanks all those 
who lent their support. 

Grassroots 
NPCA is coordinating the eighth an­
nual Everglades Coalition conference 
February 20-23, 1993. The conference 
will include seminars on how to com­
bat threats to the park and influence 
state officials to help protect Everglades 
National Park. NPCA members inter­
ested in attending the conference or 
becoming active in Everglades issues 
should contact Ellen Wilson, Everglades 
Coalition conference coordinator, at 
202-223-6722 (ext. 239). 

National Parks and 
Conservation Association 

March for Parks 
NPCA's fourth annual March for Parks 
will be held April 16-18. Remember to 
promote the event early to raise the most 
money and awareness for the local, state, 
or national park of your choice. 

The 1992 march was awarded the 
Certificate of Environmental Achieve­
ment from the National Environmental 
Awards Council, which represents 28 
leading environmental organizations. 
March for Parks was recognized for its 
grassroots commitment to environmen­
tal protection. 
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You give so 
much more 
than money 

when you 
sponsor a 

child through 
Save the 
Children. 

How Save the Children's funds 
are spent. 85% of all dollars spent 
from sponsor­
ships and other 
donations goes 
right to programs 
that benefit 
kids most. 

If anyone should J | ask you the price of hope, tell them it's 65C a day. That's what 
it costs to sponsor a child through Save the Children. 

Many children around the world lead lives of such excruciating poverty they have given 
up hope of ever escaping. They face illness, hunger and deprivation — struggles their 
families have known for generations. 

But you can help change that. You can make a lasting 
difference. 

You can help bring pure water to a child's com­
munity, a school to his village, or health care to his 
family — the things that can bring hope to a child's 
eyes, strength to his body, and nourishment to his 
mind. 

You'll have the opportunity to know this child 
personally, through photographs and reports. You 
can even exchange letters if you wish. You'll feel 
the personal reward of seeing what your love and 
support can do. 

Because 60 years of experience has taught us that 
direct handouts are the least effective way of helping 
children, your sponsorship contributions are not 

distributed in this way. Instead, combined with other sponsors', they are 
used to help children in the most effective way possible — by helping the 
entire community with projects and services such as health care, 
education, food production, and nutrition. 

Sponsoring a child through Save the Children costs only $20 a month. 
The cost is so little, the rewards are so great. Won't you become a Save the 
Children sponsor today? Fill out the coupon below, and help bring hope 
to a child. 

Mail this coupon...and bring hope to a child. 
I I I C S , 1 want to become a Save the Children sponsor. My first monthly sponsorship 

contribution of $20 is enclosed. I prefer to sponsor a • boy • girl • either 
in the area I've checked below. 

• Where the need is greatest 
• Africa • Caribbean • Middle bast 
• American Indian • Himalayas • South America 
• Asia • Central America • United States 

• Instead of becoming a sponsor at this time, 1 am enclosing a contribution of $ 
• Please send me more information. 
Established I'M.*. The original child sponsorship agency 

YOl'R SPONSORSHIP PAYMENTS AND CONTRIBUTIONS ARE I'.S. INCOME TAX DEDUCTIBLE We are indeed proud 
of our use of funds. Our annual report and audit statement are available upon request. 

E) IWI SAVKT'IIECIIIIJIKKN FEDERATION. INC. 

Name 

Address 

l It s 

State 
! 

\pt -

s 
S 

Zip 

Save the Children 
50 Wilton Road. Westport, CT 06880 
Attn: Jim Bausch, President \ i 9 /2 



P A R K P U R S U I T 

Presidential Places 

P ARK PURSUIT tests your knowl­
edge of the history and natural 
resources represented within the 

National Park System. Clues can be 
found in past issues of the magazine, in 
books, or in literature about the parks. 

The September /October quiz fo­
cuses on National Park System sites that 
commemorate U.S. presidents, and in­
formation has been provided to aid you 
in identifying those depicted. 

Presidents have played significant 
roles in the history of the National Park 
Service. One signed legislation desig­
nating Yellowstone the country's first 
national park; another signed into law 
the special legislation that allowed the 

formation of the Park Service; and oth­
ers have actively pursued legislation to 
protect vast tracts of public lands. 

Many presidential sites remain in 
private hands, such as George Wash­
ington's homestead at Mount Vernon 
and Thomas Jefferson's estate at Mon-
ticello, both in Virginia. But many oth­
ers can be found within the park sys­
tem. National park sites commemorate 
birth- places, burial sites, and places 
where presidents were assassinated, 
such as Ford's Theater in Washington, 
D.C., where Abraham Lincoln was shot 
by actor John Wilkes Booth. Eight 
presidents died in office, including four 
who were assassinated. Besides Lincoln, 

James Garfield, William McKinley, and 
John F. Kennedy were shot. 

Not all of the 41 presidents are rep­
resented in the park system, and most 
sites lie east of the Mississippi, as more 
than half of the presidents were born in 
Virginia, Ohio, Massachusetts, and New 
York. 

If you are unable to wait until next 
issue for these answers, call our 900 
number (see page 6). 

Answers to the July/August quiz are 
as follows: 1. Pictured Rocks National 
Lakeshore in Michigan; 2. Cape Look­
out National Seashore in North Caro­
lina; and 3. Point Reyes National Sea­
shore in California. 

1 This site is the birthplace 
of a man who became 
president after serving as 
commander-in-chief. He 
was inaugurated as 
president in New York 
City and served two terms 
before retiring to his 
farm. Whose birthplace is 
this, and what park is it? 

50 September/October 1992 
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2. As president the man 

commemorated by this site signed 

legislation establishing the first 

national park. This huge, 

classically proportioned 

mausoleum was erected by the 

American people, who thought it a 

fitting resting place. What national 

park site is this, and whose 

memorial is it? 

3 

N A I I I I N A I, P A K K S 51 

z 
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This national park site was 

considered a "Summer 

Whi te House" by the 

president who built it 

overlooking a bay. The 

president who lived here 

established more national 

park sites and monuments 

than anyone before him. 

W h o lived here, and what 

national park site is it? 

7 



Catch 
Picture 
Release 
With the new IQZoom 90WR from 
Pentax, you baby the fish, not 
your camera! Until now you had to 
be careful during outdoor activi­
ties or moisture and dirt would 
destroy your camera. Now the 
IQZoom 90WR brings weather 
resistant zoom lens technology 
to action photography. 

Besides weather resistance, the 
IQZoom 90WR features a unique 
wireless remote control that 
allows operation of both zoom 
and shutter. The 90WR also has 
red-eye reduction, automatic 
zoom flash, multi-beam or spot 
auto focus, and full auto back-light 
compensation. Whether or not 
catch and release is your sport, if 
you want a full-featured camera 
that can survive the outdoors, you 
need the 90WR. 

Wet or dry, the Pentax IQZoom, 
90WR is the camera for active 
lifestyles. 

PENTAX CORPORATION 
35 Inverness Drive East 
Englewood,CO80112 

Manufacturing and Servicing Fine Cameras • Lenses • Binoculars • Monoculars • Video 


