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Reinvest in America's Parks 

nifty-one years ago, historian Bernard De Voto said, 
"The progressive impairment of the parks by bud
getary bloodletting is a national disgrace." That state
ment remains as true today as it was in 1954. 

Although the national parks remain premier desti
nations for American families, a description of current 
conditions in our parks is unacceptable: education and 

enforcement cutbacks, traffic jams, marijuana farms operated by drug cartels, 
forests besieged by foreign insects, dirty restrooms, and crumbling artifacts. 

To be sure, the National Park Service does a great job with the funding avail
able, and a vast majority of visitors enjoy their vacations. But behind the scenes is 
a litany of problems caused by chronic underfunding. It is an unfortunate reality 
rooted in decades of inadequate investment by the American public, Congress, 
and the White House. But we can no longer neglect our responsibility to act. The 
national parks represent Americas heritage—our legacy to the future. Under cur
rent conditions, the future for the parks is a limited one. 

This March, NPCA released Faded Glory: Top Ten Reasons to Reinvest in 

America's National Park Heritage. The report (see page 36) calls attention to the 
most dramatic funding needs facing the national parks. Our research has shown 
that, on average, the parks suffer from a $600 million annual operating shortfall. 

Congress recently made some significant headway, boosting funding to the 
operations budget by $75 million, the single largest increase for the national parks. 
Unfortunately, decades of insufficient funding cannot be wiped out with one gen
erous increase. But an innovative solution is now being considered by Congress. 

On March 3, Reps. Mark Souder (R-IN) and Brian Baird (D-WA) introduced 
legislation that will help to eliminate the chronic funding shortfall. The bipartisan 
National Park Centennial Act seeks to increase funding for the maintenance needs 
of the parks and fund natural and cultural preservation projects through 2016— 
the 100th birthday of the National Park System. The legislation authorizes new 
funding for the parks from the general treasury and from an innovative, voluntary 
check-off on federal tax returns. 

We have a prime opportunity to renew our commitment to these national trea
sures. Our report highlights ten reasons to reinvest in our parks, but really we need 
only one: These extraordinary places represent our heritage and deserve our help. 
Visit our Take Action Center at www.npca.org or see page 11 for contact infor
mation for your representatives and encourage them to support this legislation. 

Thomas C. Kiernan 
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E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

Parks as Art 

Standing before one of 
Frederic Church's paint
ings of Niagara Falls, 
you can practically hear 
the roar of the water and 
feel the moisture on your face. 

Although this incredible landmark 
would not go on to become a national 
park as some of the other spectacular 
landscapes painted by Church and his 
fellow artists in the American Hudson 
River School, the painting's power 
underscores the influence of their art. 
Church and his well-known colleagues, 
Thomas Moran and Albert Bierstadt, 
painted massive canvases of Yellowstone, 
Yosemite, Rocky Mountains, and Red
woods for the same purpose: To trans
port the viewer and instill in the audi
ence the magnificence of these places. 

As Phyllis Mcintosh recounts in her 
article, "Pictures Worth a Thousand 
Acres," Moran's massive painting, The 

Grand Canyon of the Yellowstone, was a 
catalyst for the wider movement to 
establish Yellowstone as the world's first 
national park. 

Famous photographers, such as 
William Henry Jackson and later Ansel 
Adams, also used their art to further 
efforts to promote the national parks. 
Their pictures brought the beauty of 
these amazing places to the American 
public and decision makers in Congress 
—ensuring that some of these incredible 
places would be set aside in perpetuity. 

In this issue, we celebrate the art that 
helped launch a national parks move
ment more than a century ago, begin
ning a journey that continues today. 

Linda M. Rancourt 
Editor-in-Chief 
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WHO WE ARE 
Established in 1919, the National Parks Con
servation Association is America's only private, 
nonprofit advocacy organization dedicated solely 
to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the U.S. 
National Park System. 

WHAT WE DO 
NPCA protects national parks by identifying prob
lems and generating support to resolve them. 

WHAT WE STAND FOR 
The mission of NPCA is to protect and enhance 
America's National Park System for present and 
future generations. 

EDITORIAL MISSION 
The magazine is the only national publication 
focusing solely on national parks. National Parks 
creates an awareness of the need to protect and 
properly manage park resources, encourages an 
appreciation for the natural and historic treasures 
found in the parks, and informs and inspires indi
viduals to help preserve them. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Members can help defend America's natural and 
cultural heritage. Activists alert Congress and the 
administration to park threats; comment on park 

planning and adjacent land-use decisions; assist 
NPCA in developing partnerships; and educate 
the public and the media. Please sign up to 
receive Park Lines, our biweekly e-mail newslet
ter. Go to www.npca.org to sign up. 

HOW TO DONATE 
For more information on Partners for the Parks, 
contact our Membership Department, extension 
213. For information about Trustees for the Parks, 
bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, call 
our Development Department, extension 145 or 
146. You can also donate by shopping online at 
www. npca.org, where 5 percent of your purchas
es is donated to NPCA at no extra cost to you. 

QUESTIONS? 
If you have any questions about your membership, 
call Member Services at 1-800-628-7275. National 
Parks magazine is among a member's chief bene
fits. Of the $25 membership dues, $6 covers a one-
year subscription to the magazine. 

HOW TO REACH US 
National Parks Conservation Association, 
1300 19th Street, N.W., Suite 300, Washington, 
DC 20036; by phone: 1-800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: 
npca@npca.org; and www.npca.org. 
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L E T T E R S 

Praise for Rangers and Snowcoaches 

Accentuating the Positive 
There are so many good-news articles in 
the Winter 2005 National Parks. What a 
miracle to finally achieve the long-envi
sioned expansion of Petrified Forest 
National Park! And Bruce Leonard's arti
cle, "Returning the Land to the Giants," 
describes one of the single most out
standing ecological-restoration successes 
in the history of the National Park 
System. It wasn't long ago that it seemed 
impossible to remove the array of build
ings and other facilities clustered within 
the Giant Forest and replace them with 
new ones in a far less sensitive area. It's 
great to see that the spectacular Kenai 
Fjords National Park is being more 
warmly accepted by residents of Alaska. 
This scenario—initial opposition to a 
proposed national park by local resi
dents, followed by increasing acceptance 
of a new park once the value of visitation 
becomes a reality—has been repeated 
many times across the United States. 

Russ Butcher 

Tucson, AZ 

Great Expectations 
Thank you for publishing the list of rep
resentatives and senators who supported 
legislation designed to preserve our 
national parks. Although you included 
cards to send to award winners, it 
occurred to me that we need to tell non-
award winners that we expect better 
from them in 2005.1 contacted my con
gressman and both my senators to make 
them aware of your award and my hope 
that they will take a leadership role in 
Congress to protect our national parks. 

G Livingston 

York Springs, PA 

Winter in Yellowstone 
Your article in the winter issue ["Visiting 
Lodges in Winter"] is a little misleading 
in regard to Yellowstone. Certainly 
cross-country skiing is a great way to get 
out, but I would hate for your readers to 
forego the winter experience if they 
aren't into skiing or snowshoeing. Your 
writer did not provide nearly enough 
information about the snowcoaches, 
which are a spectacular way to see lots of 
wildlife and have a wonderful time. (See 
the story on page 38 of this issue for 
more.) They make frequent stops at 
thermal features, waterfalls, rivers, and 
whenever wildlife is spotted. The snow
coaches make a full day trip around the 
"loop" of Yellowstone, taking in all the 
sights and providing an outing that only 
several days of cross-country skiing 
could provide. 

The note about snowmobiles' noise 
and exhaust marring the Old Faithful 
experience was also misleading. I had the 
good fortune to be there in 2004 in the 
period of time when only 500 snowmo

biles per day were allowed in the park. 
They were hardly noticeable at Old 
Faithful. Even in the higher numbers 
now allowed, the newer snowmobiles in 
use in the park are quieter and cleaner. 

Carolyn Gollings 

Dayton, OH 

Privatizing the Parks? 
It was depressing to read Roger Garrett's 
letter [Winter 2005] stating just what I 
have suspected for some time: that there 
seems to be some concerted attempt to 
remove "park ranger" as a Park Service 
job description, and allow those posi
tions to be taken over by private conces
sioners. I was shocked when we vaca
tioned in Oregon Caves National 
Monument a few years ago to discover 
that the cave tours were no longer done 
by seasonal ranger-naturalists (usually 
college-age, quite often graduate stu
dents), but by people privately employed 
by the lodge. The girl who did our tour 
was cute and perky in her little shorts 
and hiking boots, but she had memo-
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rized a script—she didn't really know a 
thing about the cave. Furthermore, she 
showed no particular knowledge of, or 
enthusiasm for, any other aspect of the 
natural history of the park. Having been 
raised on ranger-naturalists who en
dured much in order to share extensive 
information and love of place and 
process, I was appalled to find that the 
hiring policy seemed to have changed. I 
am not in favor of increased privatization 
in the park system—I think it will lead 
to a steady decline in the physical 
integrity of the parks and in the intellec
tual and emotional resources that 
the parks represent. Ranger Shelton 
Johnson's eloquent letter ["A Forgotten 
Generation," Winter 2005] reinforces 
that. If the only driving force in the park 
system is that of the accountant trying to 
get that last possible tourist dollar, there 
will be no incentive for anyone to track 
down elusive, near-forgotten informa
tion as Johnson has done, and we will all 
be much the poorer for it. 

Ellen Cameron 

Milwaukie, OR 

POW Perspectives 
To put Abu Ghraib in the same category 
with the Bataan Death March of WWII 
and Hanoi Hilton of the Vietnam War 
["Capturing Memories," Winter 2005] 
shows your total lack of understanding 
of these events. It is fine to remember 
our prisoners of war and do them honor 
but don't throw Abu Ghraib in the 
mix. Do I approve of the "events" that 
presumably took place in U.S. Iraqi and 
Afghanistan prison camps? No! There 
is no excuse for our armed service men 
and women to behave in such a 
degrading way. But that is child's play in 
comparison to other WWII and 
Vietnam atrocities against American 
Troops. 

Charles H. Corning 

Via E-mail 

Consider the Bird's Eye View 
My wife and I are members of your orga
nization and generally support what you 
promote. We were dismayed to see your 
last issue herald the new headquarters for 
the National Park Service's Midwest 
Region as a green building with only 
minimal discussion of impacts to local 
wildlife. Although it may have been built 
with sustainable materials, there was no 
description of what measures were 
included in the large, glass-dominated 
structure to prevent bird strikes. Most 
amateur birders know that bird strikes 
on windows kill hundreds of millions of 
birds a year in the United States alone. 

E. Norland 

Green Bay, WI 

Commercialism Catastrophe 
I have just read the article in the winter 
edition and was disturbed by the article 
"Slippery Slope." I am from Illinois so 
have seen the Gateway Arch many, 
many times and admire its beauty and 
what it stands for. Please fight the com
mercialization of parks. 

Eileen Wasson 

Severna Park, MD 

Corrections and Clarifications 
On page 25 ["Raiders of the Last 
Parks"], the caption should have read 
Wupatki National Monument. On page 
34 ["A Warming Trend After a Chilly 
Reception"], the photograph shows sea 
lions. The photograph on page 64 was 
taken by Q.T. Luong/Terra Galleria, and 
the photo on page 62 was taken by 
Susan Ellis. In our story about poaching, 
["Raiders of the Last Parks"] we did not 
make clear that ginseng is not federally 
protected but considered a "species of 
concern" by the Convention on In
ternational Trade in Endangered Species. 
We regret the errors and thank our sharp 
and knowledgeable readers for their 
comments. 
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O N L I N E 
C O IM IM E C 
What's New at NPCA.org 

SPRING INTO ACTION! 

NPCA recently named invasive species one of the top ten threats to 

our national parks. (Get the full story, Faded Glory: Top Ten Reasons 

To Reinvest in America's National Park Heritage at www.npca.org/ 

report/investinparks.asp). You can help by going online to learn 

more about invasive plants and native gardening. Visit www.npca. 

org/gardening and plant the seeds of change! 

GEAR UP FOR PARK TRAVEL 

Plan your spring or summer vacation to the parks with our online 

Park Finder at www.npca.org/parkfinder, and check out our NPCA-

organized trips atwww.npca.org/travel. Then make sure you have I 

all the gear you'll need by visiting NPCA's brand new online store! 

Visit www.npca.org/shop_online to stock up. 

YOU'RE INVITED 

Keep an eye out for upcoming congressional hearings in support of 

the National Park Centennial Act. Visit our calendar at www.npca. 

org/take_action/upcoming_events. Stay updated by signing up for 

our newsletters, National ParkExplorer and Park Lines, at www. 

npca.org/Take_Action/action_alerts/join.asp. 

Member questions? We can help! 
/ renewed my membership. Why am I getting another reminder? 
Our goal is to inform you about the status of your membership. 
Sometimes our reminder crosses in the mail with your donation. If 
you have recently sent your gift to us, please disregard the reminder. 
To confirm that we've received your donation, just give us a call. 

I'm on the national do-not-call list. Why did NPCA call me? 
As a charitable organization, NPCA is exempted from the federal do-
not-call regulations. We do, however, maintain our own list of mem
bers who don't want to be called. We occasionally engage profes
sional firms to contact members about urgent park issues. If you 
prefer not to receive these calls, please let us know. 

/ didn't get the tree gift you promised me. What happened? 
Your gift should be sent from our warehouse within six weeks of your 
response to us. If it doesn't arrive, we'll be happy to resend it. Just 
let us know! 

Your member services team is here to help! If you have questions 
or comments, please call us at 1-800-628-7275 (9:00 - 5:00 M-F) or 
send an e-mail message to member@npca.org. 

Thank you for supporting NPCA! 

Get your FREE 
Camping Catalog 

Whethe r you ' re in the field or on the water 

we'll outfit you for a successful experience. 

At Cabela's, we know taking care of the details 

is the best way to make sure your trips to woods 

and waters produce big memories. That 's why 
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All backed by our 100% Satisfaction Guarantee. 

Call today for a free catalog, shop online or 

visit one of our retail stores. Shop the selection 

of the World's Foremost Outfitter* and enjoy 

your time afield and afloat. 
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Hunting • Fishing • Outdoor Gear 
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NEWS & NOTES 
By Scott Kirkwood 

A Monumental Challenge 

The Park Service struggles 

to ensure security along 

the Mall without ruining 

the visitor experience 

in the process. 

In recent months, the monuments 
along our National Mall have been 
surrounded by so many fences, 

walls, gates, and bollards that the grand 
vista spreading from the Capitol to the 
Lincoln Memorial appears to be turning 
into an obstacle course. 

The latest step? Citing security wor
ries, the National Park Service perma
nently closed the primary parking lot 
adjacent to the Jefferson Memorial in 
January, making it nearly impossible for 
the elderly and those with disabilities to 
enjoy the cherry blossoms each spring, 
and complicating the matter for families 
with small children. (Public transporta
tion options are limited: The nearest 
subway station is at least ten to 15 min
utes by foot, and the only other option 
is a privately run bus concession that 

serves the entire city at the rather stiff 
cost of $20.) Nearby, plans are under 
way to surround the Lincoln Memorial 
with walls and bollards to prevent car 
bombs from entering the periphery. And 
the grounds around the Washington 
Monument have been fenced off since 
last summer, as the Park Service regrades 
the landscape to create a glorified moat 

of sorts; walls and fences will surround 
the monument for months to come. 

It's a trend that began with the 1998 
bombings of American embassies in 
Africa, and which intensified soon after 
September 11. To be fair, the Park Ser
vice is not alone: A stretch of Pennsyl
vania Avenue in front of the White 
House has been closed since the Okla-
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homa City bombing, and in recent 

months several city streets around the 

Capitol have been shut down. But some 

believe measures taken by the Park 

Service are out of proportion with the 

risk, and others are upset at its failure to 

involve the public in key decisions. 

"Were the National Park Service 

free to do as it wishes, it's quite possible 

that memorials on the Mall would be 

encased in bulletproof, blast-proof, ther

moplastic synthetic resin designed to 

ensure that the public and the nation's 

landmarks would never meet," read 

one recent Washington Post editorial. 

"Having successfully closed the parking 

lot at the Washington Monument, Park 

Service officials are now apparently 

emboldened to place even more of the 

nation's best known democratic symbols 

off-limits to local residents and visitors 

to the nation's capital." 

"It's not that anybody's against secu

rity, but we've got to sit down and face 

the facts: There's only so much we can 

protect against," says Judy Scott Feld-

man, chair of the National Coalition to 

Save Our Mall. "How much of our 

economy are we willing to ruin and how 

much of the beauty of our city are we 

going to destroy just to make it look like 

we're trying to do something?" 

Much of the difficulty can be attrib

uted to the unique nature of the Mall— 

a national park that serves as host to 

tourist attractions like the Smithsonian 

Institution and National Gallery of Art, 

federal office buildings like the De

partment of Agriculture, and political 

demonstrations on the steps of the 

Capitol, while also serving as a city park 

for countless bicyclists, picnickers, and 

softball players. To complicate matters, a 

map of the Mall reveals seven agencies 

that are responsible for two square 

miles of land, from the Department of 

Interior to the Architect of the Capitol 

to the Smithsonian Institution, and 

even the District of Columbia. 

To that end, the National Coalition 

to Save Our Mall is urging Congress to 

delineate the boundaries of the Mail and 

treat it as a single entity rather than sev

eral individual pieces. One potential 

solution to retain the Mall's individual 

character is to position bollards and 

checkpoints at its periphery rather than 

more obtrusive security measures for 

each building or monument. In the end, 

Feldman and others hope the Park 

Service will remember the original intent 

of the National Mall, and work to 

involve the public in decisions that 

affect what is first and foremost a public 

gathering space. 

For more information, visit www. 

savethemall.org. If you'd like to make 

your voice heard, urge the Park Service 

and your members of Congress to 

work to retain the character of the Mall 

and its monuments (see "Take Action," 

at right). • 

TAKE ACTION... 

NPCA's Online Take Action Center. 

www.npca.org/takeaction 

Important Addresses: 

The Honorable 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 20510 

202-224-3121 or 800-522-6721 

www.senate.gov 

The Honorable 

United States House of 

Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 

202-224-3121 or 800-522-6721 

www.house.gov 

Director Fran Mainella 

National Park Service 

1849 C St., N.W., Room 3112 

Washington, DC 20240 

202-208-4621 

www.nps.gov 

The easiest guides for fast identification 

BUTTERFLIES 
O-618-15312-8, $22.OO, flexi 

BIRDS 
0-618-57423-9, $18.95, flexi 

Also available: Cuia dc Campo 
Kaufman a las Aves Norteamericanas 

MAMMALS 
0-618-15313-6, $ 2 2 . 0 0 , flexi 

Available wherever books are sold 

^-t HOUGHTON MIFFLIN COMPANY www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com 

K A U F M A N F I E L D G U I D E S 
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A Complete 388 
One man pays a visit to every 

unit in the National Park System. 

Talk about goal-oriented. When Alan Hogenauer of 
Cerritos, California, visited Virgin Islands Coral Reef 
National Monument last fall, it was the final step in a 

journey begun almost 50 years earlier at the Statue of Liberty 
in New York. The mission? To visit every National Park system 
unit in the country. 

Hop on the internet and you'll find dozens of park lovers 
working feverishly to hunt down stamps from every park, but 
Hogenauer had a slight advantage over some: He spent a few 
years working for Trans World Airlines, and he's now an asso
ciate professor and director of the center for travel and tourism 
at Loyola Marymount University, in Los Angeles—this stuff is 
his job. But he still had to pay his own way more often than 
not, and he logged a lot more miles on the road than in the 
sky. 

Even after all those trips, Hogenauer says he doesn't have 
a particular favorite park or even a favorite theme. 

"That's what made this such a fascinating project—letting 
other people select what they find interesting and then having 
a good team interpret it," says Hogenauer. "Would I have per
sonally sought out a place like Nicodemus, the black village in 
central Kansas? No, I wouldn't have ever known it was there, 
but it's an absolutely fascinating place. I've learned a lot about 
black history and women's history, and I'm sure Latino histo

ry will become more prevalent in the parks as the population 
of our country changes." 

Hogenauer acknowledges that the interpretative aspect of 
the parks is his favorite part of every visit: "If there's a visitor's 
center I want to look at it, if there's a film I want to watch it, 
if there's a placard I want to read it." 

Clearly this is a man who is a bit obsessive. His personal 
website tracks each of his 366 travel-related goals, from visit
ing all 131 North American telephone area codes designated 
by AT&T, to visiting some point worldwide whose name 
begins with each of the 26 letters of the alphabet, and con
suming a McDonald's menu item in every country in which it 
operates. Hogenauer even made a pilgrimage to the offices of 
R. R. Donnelley, the Lancaster, Pennsylvania, company that 
prints maps and pamphlets for each park, just to let them 
know he appreciated their efforts. 

Because he's had the chance to see the parks over the 
course of the last few decades, Hogenauer has a unique per
spective on the evolution of the parks in that time, and his 
observations mirror the goals of NPCA's advocacy work, 
including the changes in the visitor experience. 

"There's more of a detachment now," Hogenauer says. 
"You go in to the visitor's center, you watch a movie, you push 
a button, you don't ever talk to anybody—you can literally go 
to Yosemite and not see a ranger during your entire visit." 

Even so, Hogenauer still believes the incredible value of 
the parks isn't being experienced and appreciated by nearly 
enough people. 

"Here's this incredible institution, and the Park Service 
does so little to publicize it directly, beyond the Internet, which 
is such a passive vehicle—no one's going to search for 
Aniakchak Crater, per se, they're going to have to find it on 

Alan Hogenauer has visited every site in the National Park System, from Abraham Lincoln's home to Zion. 
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their own," he says. Yet, at the same 

time, commercial interests with much 

smaller budgets are focusing on brand

ing and messaging; many tourist traps in 

the shadow of the parks do a better job 

of publicizing lesser attractions with 

fliers in hotels and rest stops. 

"When I was teaching back East, I 

did some research on folks who were 

talking the Statue of Liberty ferry, and 

only about 20 percent of them knew 

theyd been to a national park unit when 

they left," says Hogenauer. "You could 

say, 'Does it really matter?' but it does, 

because that's where your public support 

comes from, that's where your brand 

identity comes from—if you've gone to 

see the Statue of Liberty, and you don't 

even know who to give credit to, you 

end up crediting the French for donating 

it rather than the Park Service for main

taining it, and that's a real shame." *l* 

Smart Mower 
for Small Lawns! 
The NEUTON* Cordless Electric Mower uses no gas or 
oil, so it's quiet, clean, and starts instantly — every 
time! It is lightweight, so it's easy for anyone to 
use. So economical it costs just 10c to mow 
your lawn and never needs a 
tune-up. It's the only lawn mower 
that will also TRIM around trees 
and EDGE along your walk 
or driveway. 

So why use a gas-powered mower 
on a small lawn? Just mail the 
coupon to the right, visit us at: 
www.neutonmowers.com 
or call us Toll-Free to receive a 
FREE Catalog and Video with 
complete details! 

neuton 

Washington, D.C.—The Federal Lands 
Recreation Enhancement Act, passed by 
the 108th Congress and signed into law by 
the president on December 8, 2004, pro
vides a ten-year authority for the National 
Park Service (NPS) to charge recreation 
fees and reinvest a majority of those fees 
into enhancing visitor services and facili
ties in the parks. Prior to this act, the 
Recreation Fee Demonstration Program 
provided the parks with more than SI bil
lion in recreation fees over eight years. 

The law will eventually expand the 
National Parks Pass into a multi-agency, 
"America the Beautiful Pass," to cover 
entrance fees for the Park Service, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Bureau of Land 
Management, Forest Service, and Bureau 
of Reclamation. Transition to the new pass 
isn't expected to be complete until 2007, so 
until then, the annual National Parks Pass 
will continue to be sold and honored as it 
has been for years. 

THE NAME BIRDERS TRUST 

AVAILABLE IN CO AND 
AUDIOCASSEnE FORMAT 

PETERSON FIELD GUIDES* 
Comprehensive references for both beginning and 

expert birders, these authoritative guides are essential 
additions to any naturalist's bookshelf or backpack. 

The Peterson Field Guides* Series provides unique detail 
and accuracy using the original and still unsurpassed 

Peterson Identification System. 

www.houghtonmifflinbooks.com ^<j H o u g h t o n Mifflin Company 
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Rewriting the Rules 
With the repeal oj the Roadless Rule, Forest Service 

land adjacent to national parks may he in jeopardy. 

ID the waning days of the Clinton 
Administration, the U.S. Forest 
Service adopted the Roadless Area 

Conservation Rule, a move designed to 
prohibit road construction and timber 
cutting in nearly a third of the National 
Forests. But last summer, the Bush 
Administration moved to repeal the rule, 
removing protections on 58 million 
acres of national forest lands, many of 
which lie adjacent to national parks. 

"This is the biggest single giveaway 
to the timber industry in the history of 
the national forests," says Philip Clapp, 
president of the National Environmental 
Trust. "The day the administrations 
proposal takes effect, every acre of the 
remaining untouched 30 percent of the 
national forests will lose protection from 
logging, mining, and oil drilling." 

Conservation groups are worried 
that this decision will ruin many of the 
panoramic views that visitors experience 
in national parks, take a toll on wildlife 

populations and their migration corri
dors, and harm streams and rivers flow
ing through these forests, not to men
tion the noise and other ill effects of 
large-scale industrial development in the 
shadow of the parks. 

A report issued last year by the 
Campaign to Protect Americas Lands 
revealed imminent threats to 23 nation
al parks in 16 states, including Blue 
Ridge Parkway, Olympic National Park, 
Yellowstone National Park, and Sequoia 
& Kings Canyon National Park. Most 
visitors to parks probably don't recognize 
where national park land ends and 
national forest land begins, as there's 
rarely any clear difference between the 
trees on one side or the other. But forests 
managed by the Park Service fall under 
the auspices of the Department of 
Interior and are off limits to timber 
groups, whereas Forest Service land is 
under the auspices of the Department of 
Agriculture, and generally managed as a 

natural resource. 
Eighteen percent 
of all roadless 
areas are directly 
adjacent to or 
near national 
parks and mon
uments. 

Public com
ment on the 
roadless rule has 
generated the 
most extensive 
public involve
ment in the his
tory of federal 

rulemaking, including more than 
4.2 million comments, almost exclusive
ly in support of the strongest possible 
protection for roadless areas. Public 
comment on the recent reversal ended in 
September, and now the Forest Service is 
reviewing the results; a final policy deci
sion is expected in early May. If the rule 
is officially repealed, governors in affect
ed states will then have 18 months to 
petition the Forest Service to prohibit 
activities in their state or invite even fur
ther logging and drilling if they wish, 
and they'll need to provide scientific 
findings that back up their argument. 
But even then, the Forest Service may 
not honor the state's wishes, so few gov
ernors may be interested in spending 
political capital on what could be a (utile 
attempt to fend off development. 

To get involved or learn more, visit 
the National Environmental Trust at 
www.net.org or the Heritage Forests 
Campaign at www.ourforests.org. *** 

Washington, D.C.—Since 1998, the Park 

Service and Discover Life America have 

worked with hundreds of biologists and 

volunteers in Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park to tally flora and fauna for 

the All Taxa Biodiversity Inventory (ATBI), 

identifying more than 3,300 species not 

previously known to inhabit the park. 

Now those efforts are expanding. In 

recent months, Point Reyes National Sea

shore in California has begun an inventory 

in Tomales Bay, and Maine's Acadia 

National Park started tallying a completely 

different set of species. Boston Harbor 

Island National Recreation Area is plan

ning its first ATBI, and Big Thicket National 

Preserve, Mammoth Cave National Park, 

and Olympic National Park are joining the 

fray as well. Scientists believe this growing 

assessment of U.S. biodiversity will make 

us more intelligent stewards of our parks' 

resources. 
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Forest land along Blue Ridge Parkway, in North Carolina. 
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One for the 
Centuries 
A new bill would allow 

Americans to invest part 

oj their tax rejund in 

the national parks. 

On March 3, a bipartisan group 
of legislators led by Rep. Mark 
Souder (R-IN) and Rep. Brian 

Baird (D-WA) introduced the National 
Park Centennial Act, groundbreaking 
legislation that would provide the parks 
with much-needed funding for years. 

Research has shown that the 
National Park System suffers from a 
multi-billion dollar backlog of mainte
nance projects and a crippling annual 
operating deficit in excess of $600 mil
lion. Passage of the National Park 
Centennial Act would aim to ensure the 
National Park System is fiscally sound by 
its 100th birthday, eliminating the 
maintenance backlog by 2016 (except 
for road maintenance, which is 
addressed under reauthorizations of the 
transportation bill). 

The bill would supplement funding 
for the Park Services Natural Resource 
Challenge, helping to combat invasive 
species, support critically needed 
research, bolster environmental restora
tion projects, and address other critical 
natural resource needs. A new Historic 
and Cultural Resource Challenge, also 
included as part of the bill, would help 
the Park Service preserve historic build
ings, archaeological sites, and museum 
collections. 

Where would the money come 
from, in a time of budget deficits and 
foreign conflict? One of the primary 

funding sources is the 
creation of a new, sepa
rate National Park 
Centennial Fund, to be 
partially funded by an 
innovative check-off 
on federal tax returns, 
which would allow 
Americans to donate 
part of their refund for 
the sake of the parks. 
By pairing the funding 
from the tax check
off with general funds, 
the act provides $150 
million for the parks 
in its first year, with 
an increase of 15 
percent each year 
through 2016. 

Passage of the 
Centennial Act wouldn't be the first time 
the nations leaders have made difficult 
decisions to protect the parks in times of 
war: During World War II, Americans 
opposed efforts to harvest timber from 
national parks for use in military aircraft. 

The next step toward ensuring the 
bill's passage is a series of hearings to be 
led by Souder, during which politicians, 
Park Service staff, and park advocates 
will discuss park funding problems more 
closely. 

"NPCA is excited that Con
gressman Souder wants to exercise such 
significant leadership to address the 
financial challenges facing America's 
national parks," says Craig Obey, 
NPCA's vice-president for government 
affairs. "We look forward to working 
with the Congressman to examine the 
funding shortfalls in our national parks, 
to further demonstrate why this legisla
tion is so enormously important to long-
term park protection." ••• 

The Centennial Act aims to preserve the beauty and 

splendor of our national parks for generations. 

liiUMilfiTm 
MAKING THE GRADE 

In February, NPCA released Making the 

Grade: Educational Opportunities and 

Challenges in California's National Parks, 

celebrating the educational opportunities 

within our national parks and highlighting 

some of their limitations. More than 50 

educational leaders endorsed this de

tailed look at 11 national parks in Cali

fornia, and the need for a $7 million in

crease in education and interpretation 

budgets to meet the demands of teachers 

and schoolchildren in the state. 

NPCA is urging teachers, parents, 

and students to review this report and 

relay their thoughts to Congress and the 

president, to provide their unique perspec

tive and emphasize the untapped potential 

our national parks can contribute to learn

ing. To access the report and make 

your voice heard, visit www.npca.org/ 

takeaction. 
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Advanced digital compass 
in an exceptional timepiece 
Travel anywhere with confidence! You wi l l be on time and know 

exactly where you are going wi th the NEW XG-20 Compass 

Ucilcfi In / ii Crosse f ed im i f tu i i . In addit ion to displaying the 

current time, the XG-20 features a digital compass, chronograph, 

countdown t imer and calendar, all lor the same price as a 

standard department store watch. 

The spirit of adventure meets the demands 

of everyday life. Whether you are runn ing 

.I marathon or just r unn ing errands, 

the XG-20 w i l l keep you on track. 

I he d ig i ta l compass ensures that 

you wi l l always know your hearings 

in unfami l iar places, wh i le the 

chronograph and coun tdown t imer 

allow you to keep track of how much 

time you are spending. It also features a 

daily alarm and calendar to keep you on 

schedule. The watch is versatile enough to use-

hiking the trails or navigating a new city on business 

Don't be in the wrong place at the right time! 
Bright E L backlight and large easy-lo-read numbers al low for 

quick-reference- under any condi t ion. The bu i l t - in "pacer" mode helps 

you measure your performance minute—by-minute. It's l ike having a 

personal trainer on your wrist! 

Digital Compass 
16 points with bearings in degrees 

Chronograph 
Measures up to 10 hours with 
42 lap memories 

Countdown Timer 
Measures up to 100 hours 

Calendar 
Displays month, date, and day of the week 

CALL TODAY TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS INCREDIBLE OFFER! 

FREE WITH PURCHASE! 
Gall today and receive a f-'KEI: /.« frosse 

AC Daypack valued at $19.95, w i th your 

purchase. The side mesh pockets are perfect 

for dr ink bottles; two addit ional zip pockets 

hold necessities like keys, cell phones and more. 

Rip-stop polyurethane fabric is tear-proof 

and extremely durable. Amply padded, f i rm 

yet flexible back, promotes conlormabi l i ty 

and ease- of movement. Our Innovative- Home 

Products 30-day trial gives you the- oppor tun i ty to 

try this offer risk-free. If you are not satisfied, simply return the 

items for a ful l refund of the purchase price. 

La Crosse XG-20 Compass Watch 

$6fc95T $39.95+ S&H 

La Crosse XG Daypack 

£lfc95r FREE! 

Promotional Code LCW-Z105 

866-205-5861 
ivww.InnovativeHomeProdiuts.com 

INNOVATIVE 
H O M E P R O D U C T S 
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The Sounds of Silence 
Most oj Wisconsin's Apostle Islands National 

Lakesbore receives wilderness designation. 

On December 8, Congress 

designated 33,500 acres of 

Apostle Islands National Lake-

shore as wilderness, ensuring that the 

land would be preserved in much the 

way it has been for hundreds of years. 

Known as the ancestral home of the 

Ojibwe people, the Apostle Islands fea

ture incredible cliff formations, sea caves, 

and some of the most stunning sand-

scapes in the Great Lakes region. The 

newly designated area, which makes up 

about 80 percent of the park's land mass, 

is now named the Gaylord Nelson 

Wilderness, after the former senator and 

governor of Wisconsin, who was closely 

involved in the parks creation in 1970. 

In recent years, Rep. David Obey 

(D-WI) and Sen. Russ Feingold (D-WI) 

contributed their efforts to see the 

process through to its completion. 

The Wilderness Act of 1964 defines 

wilderness as "an area where the Earth 

and its community of life are untram-

meled by man, where man himself is a 

visitor who docs not remain... an area of 

undeveloped federal land retaining its 

primeval character and influence... pro

tected and managed so as to preserve its 

natural conditions." 

The most obvious limitation that 

comes with wilderness designation is the 

prohibition against motorized vehicles 

and equipment. But because the park 

encompasses 21 islands and a stretch of 

shore along Lake Superior, the waters in 

and around the islands will be open to 

motorboat traffic. And all existing devel

oped areas, docks, lighthouses, and 

major visitor use areas are excluded from 

the wilderness designation, as well. But 

once you arrive on the islands, most of 

the land underfoot is contained by the 

designation, which means no vehicles, 

snowmobiles, or chainsaws. 

Most of the park had already been 

managed as if it were wilderness for 

years, so the thousands of visitors who 

enjoy boating, sea kayaking, freshwater 

fishing, hiking, camping, and tours of 

the historic lighthouses probably won't 

notice any changes. 

"On the ground, this move has very 

little impact in the short run," says Rob

ert Krumenaker, the park's superinten

dent, "but it ensures that neither the Park 

Service nor well-intended stakeholders 

in the future will be able to change the 

management mix in any significant way, 

so our grandkids ought to be able to 

come to the Apostle Islands and have an 

experience pretty similar to the ones that 

you and I can have today." •!• 

JMMgl 

The waters off the Apostle Islands offer some of the best kayaking in the nation. 

CELEBRATING ALASKA'S PARKS 
NPCA members and supporters are invit

ed to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the 

Alaska National Interest Lands Con

servation Act (ANILCA) July 6-7 in Anchor

age, Alaska. Learn about Alaska's most 

pressing conservation issues and discov

er how this remarkable piece of legisla

tion, which protected more than 100 mil

lion acres of land, has affected Alaska and 

the nation. Attendees will include former 

President Jimmy Carter, who signed 

ANILCA into law, along with NPCA region

al staff and President Tom Kiernan, and 

leaders in politics and conservation. 

Several eco-tour operators around the 

state of Alaska are offering adventure trips 

to ANILCA lands before and after the con

ference, so you can combine the celebra

tion with an unforgettable Alaska vaca

tion. For more information and details 

on registering for the conference, visit 

www.akcf.org/ANILCA.htm or call 907-

646-9000. 
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Sun Worshipers Rejoice! 

It's time to bring more than twice as much natural light 
into your home in a design that's under $ 100. 

TrCHXOI.OCi breakthrough 

Richmond, Va. 8:55 am—In 
.i rare collaboration <>f tech
nology and design. SunWhite 

Laboratories is releasing for the first 
time ever, a breakthrough in lighting 
technology designed by one ol the 
top furniture designers in the United 
States. In the last few years, you may 

have read about a revolution in 

indoor l ighting. A new phosphoric 

technology al lows you to replicate 

the Natural daylight spectrum in 

your home. This helps you see bet

ter, distinguish colors 

more accurately and 

reduce glare. Hut most 

o f these lamps run at 

only 18-2" watts and 

are designed in an 

unattractive 
plastic. 

That 

wasn't 
g( x KI 

enough. 

We 

worked 

with one of 

Research has 
shown that 
daylight spectrum 
lighting can: 

• Make reading easier. 

• Ease eyestrain. 

• Reveal sharper con
trast and truer colors 
more accurately for 
reading, art, knitting 
and needlepoint. 

the best selling furniture designers to 
de\ c lop the Sunwhite 55. This gorgeous 

brass-finish lamp emits over /WOO lumens 

making it more than twice as bright as 

the 27-watl plastic lamps on the market. 

This outstanding light output is similar to 

a super bright 250 watt incandescent 

bulb but the SunW hile i s is powered by 

a Super efficient 55 watts. It shines 

brightly whi le using about 75% less elec

tricity. And the bulb wil l burn for up to 

5(>oo hours. This lamp wi l l turn any 

room in your house into a surrroom. 

It's time- for every room in your house-

to move up to the natural daylight spec

trum. Why has o ld incandescent light 

technology failed? fhe 100 year old con

struction of an ordinary incandescent 

bulb's light is concentrated on the 

orange-red pan of the spectrum creating 

a d im yellowish light. The light from 

traditional fluorescent bulbs is concen

trated on the yellow green portion of the 

spectrum giving your room a sickly 

greenish color. 

A design you can live w i t h . Yi >u 

have spent thousands on your fine 

home furnishings. You want your lamps 

to be as elegant as your home. Finished 

in brass, the SunW hite 55 

is elegant technology that 

w ill fit into the decor of 

your home! 

Now is the t ime for 
pure white light. The 

SunWhite difference- is 

inspired by the sun. 

Daylight spectrum lighting 

uses all of the visible col

ors in sunlight. Complex 

hobbies and small type 

becomes easier to see and 

color matching is much 

more exact. The long 

• More light output than 
a standard 100 watt 

• Bulb has 5,000 hour life 

neck of the floor lamp has multiple-

hinges that allow you to point the light 

where it is needed most. 

You would expect to pay $200 to s.-ion 

for a lamp this advanced. In fact many 

27 watt plastic lamps are still priced over 

SI20. Hut the SunWhite 55 is priced at 

only 5 payments of $33. Try it in your 

home. We offer you a 60-day money-

back guarantee. If you're not satisfied, 

just return the lamp for the full purchase-

price, no questions asked. Call now to 

take advantage of our special offer. This 

is a special direct offer in conjunction 

with SunWhite Lalvoralories and is not 

available in any store. 

Not available in stores. 
Call now to take advantage of our 
special direct offer. 

Sunwhite 55-watt Daylight Spectrum Lamp 

5j79s?5 $99.95+ S&H. 

Promotional Code SBL118-01 

Please mention this when you call. 

Toll-Free 24 hours a day 

1-800-721-0386 
To order by mail, please call for details. 

We can also accept your check by phone. 

NEXTTEIT 
products for your next ten years. 

14101 Southcross Drive W.. Dept. SBL118-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 8 O O - 7 2 I - O 3 8 6 
See more innovative products at www.nextten.com 

http://www.nextten.com


P A R K M Y S T E R I E S 

The colobonema lights up when threatened and may drop a tentacle to confuse predators. 

Countless creatures 

light up the deep 

for reasons no 

one completely 

understands. 

In the cool, deep waters off Glacier 
Bay National Park in Alaska, a warm 
blue light emanates from just be

neath the surface, prompting double-
takes from those aboard boats and those 
watching from the shore. It's not the 
apparition of a sailor whose grave lies at 
the bottom of the ocean; it's the slightly 
eerie glow of ocean creatures capable of 

bioluminescence—simply put, light 
produced by living organisms. 

Most of us have encountered biolu
minescence in the summer months 
courtesy of the business end of a firefly, 
but not as many realize that under
water creatures are capable of the same 
fireworks. Visitors to Virgin Islands 
National Park, California's Channel 
Islands, and Florida's Biscayne Bay all 
have the opportunity to see the dazzling 
light show for themselves. Although 
scientists haven't nailed down all the rea
sons creatures exhibit bioluminescence, 
they can make some pretty good guesses 
based on the conditions that flick 
the switch. 

"What typically sets them off is tur
bulence: If you disturb the water, they'll 
flash," says Lewis Sharman, ecologist at 
Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve. 
"The presumption is that biolumines
cence has some sort of adaptive value. 
The process requires some energy, and 
plants and animals typically don't use 
energy for nothing—there's usually a 
reason for it." Some species seem to be 
communicating with one another, 
whereas others use the ability to attract 
prey or to avoid becoming prey. 

According to Sharman, just about 

every group of marine animals contains 

at least one species that can biolumi-

nesce, with countless clever applications. 

One study shed light on the unique way 

that bioluminescence helps phytoplank-

ton avoid being consumed by copepods 

(small crustaceans that some liken to 

"insects of the sea"). When copepods 

encountered swarms of phytoplank-

ton—generally a prime grazing opportu

nity—the phytoplankton's ability to light 

up acts as a sort of motion-detecting 

floodlight, exposing the predator and 

attracting creatures that feed on cope-

Scott Kirkwood is senior editor for 

National Parks magazine. 
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pods, thus conferring an 
adaptive advantage to phyto-
plankton with the capability. 

Among the larger fish, 
the value of bioluminescence 
is often more straightfor
ward. One popular subject 
of school filmstrips from 
years past and cable docu
mentaries of today is a 
deep-sea creature called the 
anglerfish, whose lighted lure attracts 
inquisitive smaller fish, which soon 
become dinner. Still other animals can 
produce red beams of light—because 
most sea creatures can see only blue col
ors, the light illuminates prey or poten
tial mates without alerting creatures in 
the vicinity, like a pair of night-vision 
goggles for the underwater set. 

Although scientists aren't sure of the 
reason behind every animal's ability to 
bioluminesce, they're pretty clear on the 
chemical reaction that brings it about. 
Luminescence, in general, is defined as 

the chemical luciferin, which 
combines with the enzyme 
luciferase to create light. 

It's probably no surprise 
that the deeper you travel 
below the surface of the 
water, the more biolumines-
cent creatures you're likely to 
encounter, because the abili
ty becomes more valuable as 
surface light becomes more 

rare. But park visitors don't need to don 
SCUBA gear to see this phenomenon in 
action. Microorganisms that get caught 
in a boat's wake create a glowing trail, 
the paddle of an oar is often enough to 
stir up a colorful light beneath the sur
face, and the crashing of waves on the 
shore will produce fireworks for those 
walking along the beach late at night. 
The next time you witness any of these 
scenes at a coastal park, you'll know the 
light comes from one creature commu
nicating with another, like a message in 
a bottle washed up on the shore. • 
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any emission of light not caused by heat, 
such as television, neon lights, and fluo
rescent lights (as opposed to incandes
cent lights found in most homes, which 
produce light as a byproduct of heat). 
One simple example of luminescence is 
the glow sticks children often carry on 
Halloween: Two separate chambers are 
filled with fairly benign chemicals— 
when the glow stick is snapped in the 
middle, the chemicals are allowed to 
combine, and the ensuing reaction gen
erates light. Fireflies, anglerfish, and 
other creatures create light by releasing 

Luminescent soft coral polyps feeding at night. 

Alaska Railroad page 70 

Alpine Adventure Tours 71 

American Cruise Lines Cover 2 

American Orient Express Co. 8 

Aramark Parks & Resorts 70 

Arizona Office of Tourism 63 

Arizona State Parks 70 

Cabela's 9 

College of Humanities & Sciences 64 

Country Home Products 13&51 

Eastern National 8 

firstStreet Cover 3 

Forever Resorts 66 

Granite Peak Publications 55 

Houghton Mifflin 11 & 13 

Izaak Walton Inn 70 

Innovative Home Products 17&C4 

Kenan Productions 55 

Kennicott Glacier Lodge 70 

Louisiana State Parks 60 

Maggie Valley SWaynesville, NC 70 

Maine Windjammer Association 71 

New Brunswick, Canada 28-29 

Newfoundland & Labrador Tourism 5 

Next Ten 19 

Olde English District, SC 64 

Outer Banks of North Carolina 65 

Paha Que 60 

Rosetta Stone Language Library 7 

Sierra Trading Post 67 

Smoky Mountain CVB 71 

Springfield, Missouri CVB 71 

Sunrise Tours 71 

Texas Department of Travel 15 

mailto:hbaker@ascendmedia.com
mailto:jshore@ascendmedia.com


R A R E A N D E N D A N G E R E D 

By Amy M. Leinbach 

For thousands of years, humans 
have removed fish from the sea, 
giving little thought to how their 

actions affected the marine landscape. 
The vast size of the oceans—accounting 
for more than 70 percent of the Earth's 
surface— gave the impression that these 
waters held infinite numbers offish and 
other resources. 

But as technology to harvest seafood 
expanded and evolved, so did the push 
to put increasingly rare marine speci
mens on dinner plates. Among these del
icacies was a resident of Channel Islands 
National Park in California: the white 
abalone, a bottom-dwelling mollusk 
favored by consumers for its tender 
white meat. 

Originally found in Southern 
California's waters on rock surfaces 80-
to 100-feet deep, the white abalone pop
ulation took a dive roughly 35 years ago 
when fishermen removed the creatures 
at a rate faster than they could repopu-
late. This came on the heels of declines 
among other species of abalone, also 
depleted by over-fishing. 

But scientists didn't notice a void 
until the mid-'90s, when they linked the 
absence of abalone to legal fishing that 
took place between 1969 and 1977. 

"Somewhere along the line, we real
ized we hadn't seen a white abalone in 
quite some time," says Dan Richards, a 
marine biologist with Channel Islands 
National Park. In 1999, park scientists at 
Channel Islands began a concentrated 
effort to inventory the species via sub
marine expeditions and diving surveys in 
locations where white abalone were his-

Amy M. Leinbach is assistant editor 
for National Parks magazine. 

Sanctuary in the Sea 
The waters of Channel Islands National Park are 

integral in efforts to save the white abalone. 

torically known to occur. Only a hand
ful were discovered, and they were large
ly isolated from each other. 

Such fragmentation presented a 
huge challenge for the survival of the 
species. White abalone are "broadcast 
spawners," releasing millions of eggs or 
sperm into the water during spawning 
events that occur yearly between 
February and April. The few individuals 
that remained were too far apart for their 
eggs and sperm to meet, and propaga
tion plummeted. In June 2001, the 
white abalone became the first marine 
invertebrate mollusk to be federally list
ed as endangered. 

"The white abalone is just the 
canary in the mineshaft," says Gary 
Davis, a visiting chief scientist with the 

National Parks Service's Oceans Pro
gram. "It's a unique life form, and was 
selling for $100 each when the fisheries 
closed [in 1997]—but its real value is 
that it has provided a wakeup call to fix 
our marine ecosystems." 

In 2001, scientists began a captive 
breeding program at the Channel Is
lands Marine Research Institute that 
focused on retrieving wild adults, breed
ing them in a hatchery, and raising their 
offspring. What started with four suc
cessfully spawning individuals has led to 
the 10,000 white abalone in captivity 
today. 

But the hatchery faces its own set of 
problems. Some of the mollusks suffer 
from the bacterial "withering foot syn
drome," which causes the foot muscle to 
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weaken, hindering movement and the 
foot's ability to adhere to surfaces and 
eventually leading to death. The Park 
Service also has struggled to find enough 
money to feed the resident abalone so 
the animals can grow healthy and large 
enough to be released back into the wild. 
In total, it costs about $100,000 to run 
the hatchery each year. And releasing 
captive-bred mollusks is a hurdle scien
tists have yet to clear, as they must first 
ensure that individuals are genetically 
diverse enough to make up a healthy 
community in the wild. 

Keeping tabs on populations in the 
wild is a whole different ballgame. "The 
depth at which remnant populations of 
white abalone live make it difficult to 
assess remaining numbers," says Thomas 
McCormick, vice president of Research 
at the Channel Islands Marine Resource 
Institute. "However, marine scientists 
believe that 30,000 white abalone may 
remain in waters off southern Calif
ornia." While this may sound plentiful. 

this number is down from the 22 mil
lion white abalone scientists believe 
existed 30 years ago. 

But Davis and his colleagues are 
optimistic, partly because the idea of 
establishing no-take zones—areas that 
ban commercial fishing—is catching on. 
Research shows that these protected 
areas can act as "nurseries" for a variety of 
species, eventually increasing popula
tions outside of the no-take areas. In 
Channel Islands National Park, ten sep
arate no-take zones are in effect. 

"Our goal is not to change the [fish
ing] industry," Davis says. "Instead, the 
Park Service is beginning to explore how 
parks might produce environmental 
benchmarks and be sources of replenish
ment for fisheries." 

No-take zones have also been estab
lished around Buck Island Reef National 
Monument and Virgin Islands National 
Monument. Nearly half of DryTortugas 
National Park in Florida will soon be 
protected as a research area. 

Scientists believe these steps are nec
essary to ensure that the ocean's finite 
populations are not depleted. "We don't 
have control over the ocean like we do 
on land," Davis says. "If we're to sustain 
biodiversity and inherent economic val
ues, we'll have to hang onto the rem
nants of these systems. Otherwise it's a 
short-term game with a bleak future. If 
you want to show this to your children 
someday, we need to take better care of 
these species than we are right now." 

Echoing the words of conservation
ist Aldo Leopold, Richards adds that sav
ing all of the pieces of the ecosystem is 
important, even though humans may 
not see an immediate need. "The white 
abalone is one of many species that's part 
of the system. They all have an interplay 
we don't always understand. Some may 
hold hope for cancer cures; others might 
be responsible for helping to keep the 
system in balance. Even if we don't have 
a direct use for them, there is no reason 
not to think that they're valuable." *Z* 

Planning a Trip to a National Park? 
Shop at NPCA's new online store: 

www.NPCA.org/shop_online 
NPCA has the field guides, 

camping gear, safety equip

ment, and special fun items 

for adventurous kids to 

make your trip memorable! 

Protecting Parks for 
Future Generations® 
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H I S T O R I C H I G H L I G H T S 

By Scott Kirkwood 

This is the place. 

Standstill, my steed— 

Let me review the scene, 

And summon from the shadowy past 

The forms that once have been. 

These words from Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow's 
"A Gleam of Sunshine" were 

conceived as the poet returned from 
visiting the home of Julia Ward Howe 
in Brookline, Massachusetts, in 1844. 
But today they might just as well 
serve to invite visitors into his former 
home in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
where an incredible array of letters, 
books, photos, paintings, and arti
facts attest to a uniquely American life. 

Unlike many authors and poets 
whose work is not appreciated in 
their time, Longfellow was well-known 
among the public and lauded by literary 
critics of the day. His words bridged the 
cultural gap between Europe and 
America, a relatively young country that 
hadn't yet developed its own artistic and 
literary traditions. 

"Longfellow created a sort of 
mythology using Native Americans and 
various American Revolutionary war 
heroes to tell America's story before 

Scott Kirkwood is senior editor for 
National Parks magazine. 

A photograph ofH.W. Longfellow taken in 1870, 

when he was 63 years old. 

history books existed," says Jim Shea, 

site director at Longfellow National 

Historic Site. 
In fact, his epic poem, "Song of 

Hiawatha," which celebrates its 150th 
anniversary in November, put a human 
face on native peoples in a time when 
many still considered them savages. 

A scholarly man who taught mod
ern language and literature at nearby 
Harvard University, Longfellow spoke 
eight languages and could read as many 
as 12, which meant he could converse 
with quite diverse groups of people on 

countless subjects. If you judge a man 
by the company he keeps, Longfellow 
would get a favorable appraisal from 
most anyone. 

"The Longfellow home was a 
popular salon or gathering place for 
artists, writers, and politicians from 
America, Europe, and worldwide," 
says Shea. "People like Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, Charles Dickens, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, Julia Ward Howe, 
Oscar Wilde, famous theater actors, 
musicians, and opera singers were 
regularly welcomed into the home." 

Today, the Longfellow home is 
one of a number of stops on The 
Literary Trail of Greater Boston, 
along with Walden Pond and the 
homes of Hawthorne and Louisa 
May Alcott, among others. But the 

Longfellow home laid claim to fame 
long before the poet was born. 

Built in 1759, the home was owned 
by a wealthy plantation family named 
Vassal—loyalists whose allegiance lay 
with the King of England. When 
Americans declared their independence 
from Britain and war broke out, the 
Vassal family left the country and aban
doned the house, leaving it in the hands 
of slaves who had served the family for 
years. Shortly thereafter, General George 
Washington took over the home, estab
lishing it as his first major headquarters 
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during the Revolutionary War, 
planning the Siege of Boston 
between July 1775 and April 
1776, and calling it home for 
several months, until moving to 
New York. 

Sixty years later, Longfellow 
returned from his travels in 
Europe, a young widower, rent
ing a room in the home where 
he would spend the next 45 
years of his life. The house soon 
passed into the possession of 
Nathan Appleton, whose daugh
ter, Frances, married Longfellow in 
1843; the home was given to the couple 
as a wedding gift. And that growing fam
ily eventually contributed to the diverse 
collections within the home. 

"Longfellow's son Charlie was a 
very early explorer, traveling through 
Southeast Asia for years, and living in 
Japan from 1871 to 1873," says Shea. 
"While he was there, he amassed a great 

A watercolor of the Vassal Craigie Longfellow 

House, by H. B. Warren, circa 1920. 

collection of items from Japan and sent 
them back to the house in Cambridge, 
along with journals, letters, and pho
tographs, making the Longfellow home 
one of the earliest places in the country 
to house [an extensive Asian collection] 
in a private home." 

The house has been undergoing 
renovations for the last four years, and 
now Park Service employees and con

tractors are pointing their atten
tion to the museum collection, 
cleaning and conserving the 
library's collections and the 
antique furniture. 

The restoration to the home 
is complete, but the formal gar
den and landscaping are still 
being restored to their original 
glory with help of Friends of 
the Longfellow House and the 
wider community. During the 
winter and spring months the 
site is closed to the general pub

lic, but researchers and specially arranged 
tours keep the building full of visitors. 
The home is expected to reopen in early 
June, and visitors are welcome every 
Sunday afternoon during the annual 
summer festival, which includes poetry 
readings and musical performances that 
recall the days when the Longfellow 
home was a world-renowned destination 
for lovers of literature and the arts. • 
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R E F L E C T I O N S 

Campjire Tales 
Many family memories are born around camp-

fires at national parks, providing a backdrop to 

experiences that can last a lifetime. 

When you think of national 
parks, what's the first thing 
that comes to mind? Multi-

hued rock walls carved by rivers; evi
dence of a persevering human spirit; or 
dark night skies lit by campfires? For 
many of us, national parks provide a 
backdrop to some of our most memo
rable vacations. 

Last summer, we invited you to 
share your stories. We wanted you to 
help us to bring an emotional and visual 
element to our work on Capitol Hill 
and elsewhere to ensure that the parks 
are protected in perpetuity. Some of 
your stories helped us to further our 
call for sufficient funding. In fact, last 
fall Congress boosted national park 
funding by $75 million, giving a 
nearly 5 percent increase to the 388 
units in the park system. 

If you plan to visit the parks this 
summer, consider sharing a summer 
experience with us, either by writing 
to us or by posting your letters and 
photos on our web site at www. 
npca.org/scrapbook. Your experiences 
can help us protect the national parks 
now and for generations to come. 

Send your stories via e-mail to 
npmag@npca.org or post to National 

Parks magazine, 1300 19th Street, 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

I WENT TO CEDAR GROVE [in Kings 

Canyon National Park] with my parents 
and grandparents when I was a kid. 
Back then, it was basically undeveloped: 
no lodge, no camp store, but breathtak-
ingly beautiful and serene. 

About 20 years ago, my dad sug
gested we go back. We loaded up my 
kids (now 25, 23, and 21) and went 
back to the place that had been magical 
in my childhood. And it was still magi
cal. As an adult, I found not only beau-

Ranger-led programs are an integral part of the 

national park experience. 

ty and serenity, but also peace. I found a 
place that was mine, where I could 
escape, feel hope, share my memories 
with my children, and see them fall in 
love with it, too. 

One activity that was integral to 
every trip—those from my childhood 
and those as an adult—was the evening 
campfire and ranger program. We'd trek 
to the campfire every night. We'd sing 
songs ("In Kings Canyon" was the 
perennial favorite) and listen to the 
ranger talk. It was heaven. 

When my fourth child came along, 
I was eager to pass this "wonder of Kings 
Canyon" on to him. Last summer was 
his fourth visit. Unfortunately, all of his 
prior visits had been scheduled early in 
June—before the evening campfire pro
grams started. The rangers told me the 
campfire programs didn't start until later 
in June because of cutbacks. So, for this 
visit we planned our trip for late June. 
With building excitement, I went to the 
ranger station to find out what time the 
campfire would start. The ranger told 
me there would be no campfire that 

night. In fact, there wouldn't be a 
campfire until Saturday night, and we 
were leaving Saturday morning. 
Once again, the dream of sharing the 
campfire with my son was gone. And 
why? Budget cuts. 

The understanding ranger said 
that because of the decreased staffing 
level in Cedar Grove, the park was 
not able to have the campfire every 
night. I explained the situation to 
him, and he said that he'd had several 
people tell him different versions of 
the same story.. .this childhood tradi
tion, this wonderful experience, gone. 
My hope is that one day my son will 
be able to experience the magic of the 
campfire. In the meantime, he'll have 
to make do with my memories. 

Barbara Kidder, Wayne 

Pennsylvania 
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As A YOUNG GIRL, I camped in Cades 
Cove Campground [at Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park] twice a year. 
[Our family] drove through Cades Cove 
every morning and watched the slide 
show presentations given by the park 
rangers. I even participated in a Junior 
Ranger Program and became an hon
orary junior ranger by completing tasks. 
They were some of the best days of my 
life. I am now 31 and still cherish those 
days and tell stories to my 11 -year-old 
son. But I must also say I am saddened 
by the pollution in the park, which is 
now causing haze and acid rain. There 
was no haze when I was growing up. I 
wish I could go back to those days. We 
must save this and other beautiful parks 
from more devastating damage and have 
the rangers to protect and educate us. 

Cynthia Beckstedt, Covington, Ohio 

OUR NATIONAL PARKS are a joy and a 
wonderful way to bind people of all ages, 

disciplines, and nationalities together in 
a setting that makes us all appreciate the 
natural splendors that Cod has given this 
nation. It is our responsibility to be good 
stewards of these places and to leave 
future generations with this heritage. 

I had occasion to spend five days 
visiting and staying in Yellowstone 
National Park in May 2002. Along with 
my traveling companions, I was awed 
and inspired by the majesty of the park, 
the magic of its geysers, waterfalls, and 
colorful hot springs and the magnificent 
creatures that call the park their home. 

You don't need to go to the African 
Serengeti; just go to Yellowstone 
National Park in the spring to witness 
the herds of elk, bison, moose, and deer. 
The park was alive with gray wolves and 
grizzly bears with their cubs, mountain 
goats, coyotes, red fox, and bighorn 
sheep. Bald eagles and ospreys nested on 
treetops. The visit to the park gave me a 
deep and lasting appreciation of how 

lucky we are that our forefathers had the 
vision to protect these places for us. 

Theresa Perenich, Athens, Georgia 

MY FAMILY AND I joined our friends in 
Martinsburg, West Virginia, to visit the 
national parks at Antietam, Harpers 
Ferry, and Gettysburg over the July 4th 
holiday in 2004. We had a wonderful 
time! We found the staff, rangers, and 
guides very helpful, knowledgeable, and 
courteous. The parks were well kept, 
beautiful, and organized. 

At Gettysburg and Antietam, 1 pur
chased the audio CD expedition guides. 
The guide comes with a CD-ROM that 
gives you more history on each battle 
and more in-depth information on the 
parks. I play this on my computer often, 
allowing me to relive our visit. Thanks to 
the staff at all three parks, we can't wait 
to return. 

Scott Thompson 

Mashpee, Massachusetts 

Together we can keep our national parks 
just as they are. We need your help now-
as an NPCA Trustee for the Parks. 

Please call 1-800-628-7275, ext 219, 
or send your tax-deductible contribution 
of $1000 or more along with your name, 

address, phone, and email, to NPCA, 
Trustees for the Parks, 1300 19th St., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

T O G E T H E R , WE CAN MAKE NO D I F F E R E N C E . 
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Pictures Worth a 
Thousand Acres 

By Phyllis Mcintosh 

Throughout the years, 

artists have played a 

crucial role in 

advocating for the 

national parks. 

30 S P R I N G 2 0 0 5 



W
hen fur trappers and 
gold prospectors in the 
mid-1800s reported 
the natural wonders 

they had witnessed in the Yellowstone 
region of Montana Territory, they were 
accused of "yarnin,"' or spinning tall 
tales. Luckily, their stories were intrigu
ing enough to spur the government to 
send several official expeditions to the 
area. One of these trips, the U.S. 
Geological Survey expedition of 1871, 
made history because its leader, 
Ferdinand Hayden, had the foresight to 
bring along respected artist Thomas 
Moran and photographer William 
Henry Jackson. 

Back East, their photos were repro
duced and circulated in the halls of Con
gress. As a result, just a few months later 
on March 1, 1872, President Ulysses S. 
Grant signed a law protecting Yellow
stone for the American people and creat
ing the world's first national park. 

"Photographs and paintings have 
been a key factor in the creation of many 
national parks and the love affair 
Americans have with these areas," says 
National Park Service archivist Tom 
DuRant, who manages the agency's col
lection of some three million images in 
Harpers Ferry, West Virginia. 

In the mid-20th century, artistic 
icons like Ansel Adams used their art to 
lobby for protection of wild areas threat
ened by development. Today, artists con
tinue to play an important role in docu
menting and interpreting features of the 
nation's parks, monuments, and sea
shores, transporting us to wilderness 
areas many of us will never visit and 
reminding us of the natural treasures in 
our care. 

By capturing the grandeur of the 
American West, 19th-century artists and 
photographers convinced Americans 

that the beauty of this nation's spectacu
lar landscapes rivaled the scenery and 
grand art and architecture of Europe, 
inspiring the movement to enshrine 
them as national parks. 

Two of the parks most associated 
with famous artists are Yosemite and 
Yellowstone. The first images of 
Yosemite to be widely viewed by the 
public were sketched in 1855 by 
Thomas Ayers, who incorporated 
human figures in his work to convey the 
scale of the place. But it was painter 
Albert Bierstadt who brought the stun
ning panorama to life after spending 
seven weeks in Yosemite during the sum
mer of 1863. 

Both Bierstadt and Thomas Moran 
created canvases on a scale with the land
scapes they represented. Moran's Grand 

Canyon of the Yellowstone measures seven 
feet by 12 feet, while Bier-
stadt's Domes of the 

Yosemite tops out at a 
whopping 9.5 feet by 15 
feet. These artists were not 
beyond embellishing what 
they saw to enhance the 
dramatic effect—"improv
ing on nature," says 
Yosemite curator David 
Forgang. "Bierstadt's field 
work was very realistic, 
but once he got back to 
the studio he was free to 
do as he wanted." 

And the artists were 
handsomely rewarded for 
their efforts. In the 1870s, 
Congress paid Moran 
$10,000 each for Grand 

Canyon of the Yellowstone 

and The Chasm of the 

Colorado, painted in 
Arizona's Grand Canyon, 
and hung both in the 

Capitol. Bierstadt sold Domes of the 

Yosemite and a six-foot by ten-foot work, 
The Rocky Mountains, for $25,000 
each—the highest sums ever command
ed by an American artist at the time. 

By the time he died in 1926, Moran 
had painted more than a dozen areas 
destined to become national parks, 
including Zion and the Grand Canyon; 
some obituaries described him as 
"the father of the National Parks." 
Yellowstone was his greatest love. In fact, 
many people called him Tom "Yellow
stone" Moran, and the artist sometimes 
incorporated a "Y" into his initials when 
signing his paintings. 

Although paint, ink, and charcoal 
generally captured the spirit and beauty 
of western landscapes, it was the photog
raphy of Jackson, Charles Weed, and 
Carleton Watkins in Yosemite a decade 

An 1886painting by Edward Moran, brother of Thomas, 

celebrates the unveiling of the Statue of Liberty (above). 

Arts in the Parks 2004 winner Ron Shell interprets Grand 

Canyon National Park in an oil painting (left). 
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See for Yourself 
To view the national parks 
through the eyes of artists and 
photographers, check out these 
web sites: 

http://nps.gov/hfc 
Click on "IMPS Photos" to view 
2,000 historic images from 
the National Park Service 
collection 

www.artsfortheparks.com 
Winners of the annual Arts for 
the Parks competition 

www.scottwparker.com 
Drawings and paintings from 
the artist's two-year trip to 
56 U.S. national parks 

earlier that provided irrefutable evidence 
of the West's natural wonders. Early 
photographs helped persuade Congress 
in 1864 to grant Yosemite Valley to the 
state of California as an inalienable pub
lic trust. (The land became a national 
parkin 1890.) 

After his contribution to preserving 
Yellowstone, William Henry Jackson 
also conducted independent expeditions 
to Mesa Verde, Colorado, where he 
became the first to photograph the 
ancient cliff dwellings that would 
become part of the national park estab
lished there in 1906. 

Artists also were instrumental in cre
ating the first national park east of the 
Mississippi—now known as Acadia 
National Park—on the coast of Maine. 
In the mid-1800s, renowned painters of 
the Hudson River School such as 
Frederic Church and Thomas Cole were 
among the "rusticators" so attracted to 

the scenery and relaxed pace of Mount 
Desert Island that they were willing to 
dwell in humble villagers' cottages and 
fishermen's huts summer after summer. 
Inspired by their artistic renderings, 
other affluent city dwellers followed and 
built their own lavish "cottages." 

By the 1890s, Mount Desert was a 
popular summer retreat for the likes of 
the Rockefellers, Vanderbilts, Astors, 
and Carnegies. One of their group, 
George Dorr, dedicated much of his life 
to protecting the local landscape, which 
was designated Lafayette National Park 
in 1919, thanks to President Woodrow 
Wilson. In 1928, the name was changed 
to Acadia, and today the park remains 
one of the most popular tourist destina
tions in the entire National Park System. 

In the early days of the national 
parks, the railroad companies hired 
artists and photographers to advertise 
the sites and entice people to visit—by 

Thomas Moran, an influential landscape artist, depicts the grandeur of the Grand Canyon of Yellowstone in his 1872 watercolor. 
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Ansel Adams, shown here in a 1981 portrait along California's Big Sur Coast, set the bar for black-and-white nature photography. 

boarding one of their trains, of course. In 
1917, soon after the National Park 
Service was established, the agency's first 
director, Stephen Mather, arranged an 
exhibit of park paintings at the 
Smithsonian and produced lavishly illus
trated brochures and portfolios to lure 
tourists to the parks. 

By the mid 20th century, artists, 
and specifically photographers, had 
become serious advocates for protection 
of wild places. "Almost every park estab
lished post-1950—whether Haleakala in 
Hawaii or North Cascades in Washing
ton or any of the parks in Alaska—had a 
photographer who advocated for them," 
says Bruce Hamilton, national conserva
tion director of the Sierra Club, which 
aided the cause by publishing photos in 

its many books and calendars. 

No doubt the most famous of all 
photographer-lobbyists was Ansel 
Adams, who used his art and his posi
tions at the Sierra Club and The 
Wilderness Society to protest develop
ment of wild and scenic areas. Adams 
helped persuade Congress to establish 
Kings Canyon National Park in 
California in 1940 and was instru
mental in squelching Disney's plan to 
build a ski resort in Mineral King 
Valley, now part of Sequoia National 
Park. In the 1960s, Adams was a vocal 
opponent of the Park Service's plan to 
mark the 50th anniversary of the 
agency by modernizing the parks with 
new roads and visitor centers, a plan 
that came to be called Mission 66. 

"While Ansel claims he never took a 
photograph in order to help save a place, 
there is no doubt that his photos 
inspired thousands to rise to the conser
vation cause," says Hamilton. 

Even in an age of film and round-
the-clock cable TV, the role of artists in 
capturing the essence of the parks 
remains undiminished. Some are 
inspired by their love of nature to under
take ambitious projects, such as painter 
Scott Parker's two-year trek to 56 nation
al parks, which has resulted in more than 
180 paintings and drawings. 

"In this modern age, these locations 
have been photographed, filmed, sur
veyed, and made accessible by roads and 
trails," he says. "I wanted to go and 
describe these magnificent places in our 
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country through the filter of my hand 
and eye." 

Abi Garaman, an Iranian-born pho
tographer in Jackson, Wyoming, so fell 
in love with America's national parks 
that in 1985 he founded Arts for the 
Parks, an annual competition to select 
the best artistic renditions of the land

scapes, wildlife, and history of any of 
the 388 sites administered by the 
National Park Service. Each year, the 
competition, which offers more than 
$65,000 in prizes, attracts more than 
2,000 entries from all 50 states. The top 
100 paintings tour to six museums 
around the country. "When people go 

to these museums, they realize what a 
treasure we have in our parks," 
Garaman says. "This has become a 
wonderful gathering of love for nature." 

Some artists, like Virginia photogra
pher Hullie Moore, a student of Ansel 
Adams, have concentrated their efforts 
on one beloved park. In Moore's case, 
the result is Shenandoah: Views of Our 

National Park, a book that captures the 
beauty of Virginia's Shenandoah Na
tional Park in 51 images. 

Individual parks and regional offices 
of NPCA support the work of today's 
artists by mounting exhibitions of their 
work. The Park Service encourages con
tinued participation of artists in its parks 
through the Artists-in-Residence pro
gram, which each year places some 150 
volunteer artists, photographers, sculp
tors, performers, writers, and crafts peo
ple in 29 national parks, where they pre
sent workshops and demonstrations for 
park visitors and create works that are 
donated to the parks. 

"Artists, through their work, help us 
connect emotionally with our heritage," 
says Joy Oakes, NPCA's Mid-Atlantic 
regional director. "They distill the real 
meaning that can be found in the parks, 
which are some of the last places where 
you can find the quiet of nature. It's easy 
to take for granted what is in our back
yard, and artists help us see the familiar 
in a different way, a way that reveals 
anew the character and value of these 
places important in our heritage." 0fr 

Phyllis Mcintosh is a freelance 

writer based in Silver Spring, 

Maryland. She last wrote for 

National Parks about 

New York's Federal Hall. 
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William Henry Jackson, a pioneer of park photography, captured Yellowstone's Mammoth Hot Springs Terraces on film in 1871. 

Denali grizzly by Arts for the Parks 04 winner John C. Lofgreen; Mammoth Cave photo by Artist in Residence Raymond Klass. 
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S P E C I A L R E P O R T 

Faded Glory 
Top Ten Reasons To Reinvest In 

America's National Park Heritage 

Federal Hall National Memorial in 
downtown Manhattan has a sto
ried past. George Washington was 

sworn into office as our first president on 
this site. The first U.S. Congress met 
here in 1789 and 1790, passing the Bill 
of Rights and other fundamental laws 
that shape our lives today. 

But the parks 30-year-old exhibits 
don't tell all of these fascinating stories. 
Park managers don't have sufficient 
funds to update public education mate
rials and create cohesive, interactive 
exhibits that resonate with visitors and 
tell the park's—and America's—story. 

NPCA and other groups have been 
raising awareness of the funding short
ages and the resulting strains for some 
time. Every year, NPCA's members and 
other park visitors share stories about 
their experiences in America's national 
parks. And this year, more of those sto
ries are focused on the problems visitors 
are experiencing, from crumbling roads 
in Glacier to fewer ranger-led education
al programs in Yosemite. These prob
lems, seen throughout the park system, 
reflect an array of issues, from visitor 
safety to the condition of museum arti
facts to the lack of bike and pedestrian 
pathways and other alternatives to park 
roads clogged by traffic. 

The threats posed by this funding 
challenge have been highlighted for sev
eral years through NPCA's annual list of 
America's Ten Most Endangered Na-

By Kate Himot 

tional Parks. This March, in place of this 
list, NPCA issued a report, Faded Glory: 

Top Ten Reasons to Reinvest in Americas 

National Park Heritage, which focuses 
solely on funding. This does not dimin
ish the serious harm caused by other 
threats, but rather recognizes that chron
ic underfunding threatens to drain the 
life-blood from the park system by elim
inating its valuable workforce and 
endangering its priceless collection of 
historic artifacts representing the key
stone of America's history. 

On average, America's national 
parks operate on only two-thirds of the 
funding needed to fulfill the require
ments of the law and to meet the expec
tations of the public. System-wide, this 

chronic funding shortfall exceeds $600 
million annually. In many national 
parks, rangers are without reliable 
radios, backup and patrol coverage, 
comprehensive training, and funding for 
necessary equipment. According to Park 
Service estimates, Alaska's 16 national 
parks—which include Wrangell-St. Elias 
National Park and Preserve, the nation's 
largest—need more than double the 
current 60 law enforcement rangers to 
adequately protect visitors. 

At Sequoia and Kings Canyon 
National Parks in California, park 
rangers are outgunned and outnum
bered in their continuing battle to oust 
illegal drug growers and their marijuana 
gardens from the park. The Park Service 

A building at Gateway National Recreation Area in need of repair. 
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has coordinated multi-agency 
raids to address the problem 
and educated the park's 1.5 
million annual visitors about 
the dangers that exist inside the 
parks. But the parks are suffer
ing tremendously in the 
process. In addition to the dan
gers posed to both staff and vis
itors, the parks' streams are 
choked by hundreds of pounds 
of fertilizer, delicate soils are 
trampled, and drainage is being 
damaged. 

At Little Bighorn National 
Battlefield in Montana, where 
funds are lacking to implement 
a planned transit system, visitors leave 
their cars on the battlefield when the 
parking lots are full, damaging the 
grounds where Sitting Bull defeated Col. 
George A. Custer. A lack of funds also 
hinders education programs that could 
help to preserve the parks. Without 
rangers available to underscore the 
importance of proper boating behavior, 
fragile sea grasses in Everglades National 
Park's Florida Bay, which play a key role 
in the protection of the wildlife breeding 
in this marine nursery, are damaged, 
sometimes beyond recovery. 

"In a country sharply divided along 
political lines, the national parks are one 
issue with bipartisan appeal," says 
NPCA President Thomas C. Kiernan. 
"Just as the Smithsonian Institution pre
serves our cultural heritage, the national 
parks preserve the American experi
ence—in every meaning of the word— 
capturing our nation's history and offer
ing countless opportunities for recre
ation. These incredible places define our 
shared history, protect our greatest land
scapes, and fuel our biggest ideas." 

Calls to increase funding for nation
al parks have come from park visitors, 
members of Congress, and others con
cerned by the effects of insufficient fund-

Funding for ranger-led programs has been cut at a number of 

national park units. 

ing on America's treasures. On a tour of 
Olympic National Park in May 2004, 
Rep. Norm Dicks (D-WA) said, "We 
shouldn't have to have bake sales to run 
the national parks, but that's what it's 
coming to." 

Thankfully, last fall, Congress heard 
the call and passed a budget that includ
ed a nearly $75 million increase, boost
ing each park's operating budget by near
ly 5 percent. And in early March, a 
bipartisan group of senators and repre
sentatives reintroduced the National 
Park Centennial Act to carry the handing 
message even further. 

Originally introduced by Rep. Mark 
Souder (R-IN) and Rep. Brian Baird (D-
WA) last fall, the legislation establishes a 
National Park Centennial Fund within 
the U.S. Treasury. Funded in part by a 
voluntary tax check-off, the Centennial 
Fund would provide a guaranteed addi
tional stream of funding through 2016 
to address the parks' maintenance back
log and to augment resources for natur
al, historic, and cultural preservation 
needs. This year, NPCA is working to 
ensure that the legislation is adopted by 
Congress and endorsed by the president. 

"The National Park Centennial Act 
would give Americans the opportunity 

to simply check a box on their 
federal tax returns and con
tribute a small portion of their 
refunds to preserve a truly 
American institution," says 
Kiernan. "When paired with 
general treasury funds, this tax 
check-off would address the 
enormous backlog of mainte
nance projects and cultural and 
natural preservation needs fac
ing the parks today." 

In addition to supporting 
the National Park Centennial 
Act, NPCA's report recom
mends concrete actions 
Congress and the administra

tion can take to better protect America's 
national parks, such as: 

• Congress and the administration 
must not allow our national parks to 
operate with only two-thirds of the 
funding they need; the Park Service's 
operating budget should be increased by 
more than $600 million annually. 

A Congress and the administration 
should support the National Park 
Centennial Act, an effective, bipartisan 
plan to help fund important work in 
national parks. 

A Congress and the administration 
must reauthorize the stalled transporta
tion legislation, which could increase 
funding to repair park roads and bridges, 
and use revenue from the federal gas tax 
to expand and support much-needed 
transportation alternatives in national 
parks. 

A You can help, too. Write to your 
representative and senators and ask that 
they support the Centennial Act. To get 
the latest news on this legislation, sign 
up for a copy of our e-newsletters, Park 

Lines and National Park Explorer, at 

www.npca.org/take_action. •}• 

Kate Himot is NPCA's media relations 

manager. 
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The Future of 
Transit: A Road 
Less Traveled 

Visitors to Yellowstone will soon have an 

engaging and environmentally sound 

way to experience the national park 

and surrounding areas. 

By Kim A. O'Connei l 

I
n the old days, boarding a bus at 
Yellowstone National Park was the 
first step in a grand adventure. 
When the park's fleet of yellow 

buses was unveiled in the 1930s, their 
classic shape and fascinating roll-top 
roofs hinted at the exotic natural won
ders to be observed in the park's interior. 
Bears and bison, rivers and ravines, the 
amazing Old Faithful—all could be seen 
from the comfort and safety of a yellow 
bus, giving visitors an experience not to 
be forgotten. 

But today, visitors to Yellowstone 
are more likely to be stuck behind the 
wheel of their cars, with one eye on the 
park map and the other on the road. 
With nearly 300 million people visiting 
the national parks each year, traffic con-
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gestion, air pollution, and throngs of 
crowds at popular overlooks pose major 
problems at many national parks. And 
Yellowstone is in danger of becoming 
one of them, with nearly three million 
visits each year. 

To counteract this trend, a public-
private partnership is bringing the yel
low bus back to Yellowstone. This time, 
however, the bus is powered by alterna
tive fuel, providing a more environmen
tally sound alternative for visitors look
ing to explore even more of the park's 
incredible size and diversity. The buses 
are the centerpiece of a proposed region
al tour district, still being researched and 

developed, that will connect both 
Yellowstone and Grand Teton national 
parks and the surrounding gateway 
communities. By offering an alternative 
to automobiles, the bus will improve the 
transportation choices available to those 
visiting the Yellowstone region. 

The bus is the product of a four-
year collaboration among the National 
Park Service, the Greater Yellowstone-
Teton Clean Cities Coalition, the Idaho 
National Engineering and Environ
mental Laboratory (INEEL), Heart In
ternational, Ruby Mountain, Inc. (a pri
vate consulting firm), and NPCA to 
develop a clean-fuel vehicle to serve visi

tors during busy winter and summer sea
sons. The vehicles are able to run on sev
eral alternative fuels, including propane 
and bio-diesel, and they can be convert
ed to snow coaches to provide greater 
access to parklands in winter months. By 
the fall, six of the new buses will be oper
ating in the park, and Congress has 
already approved funding for vital infra
structure improvements to support these 
vehicles, such as garages and fuel tanks. 

The advantages of the yellow buses 
were clear to park officials, but public 
transportation systems are often greeted 
enthusiastically by those who propose 
them. The key is making sure potential 

A luggage label used in the 1920s and '30s celebrated the park's historic Yellow Bus (opposite). A modern version of the buses will offer 

panoramic windows so visitors can take in the scenery. Above, the Grand Prismatic Spring. 
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Vehicular traffic poses a threat to wildlife, including bison. Between 1989 and 2003, nearly 200 bison were killed in collisions with autos. 

Like the open-top buses of 

the 1930s, these new buses 

are designed to offer visi

tors unique park views. 

The buses have glass or 

retractable roofs, and the 

large side windows 

offer panoramic vistas. 

passengers embrace the idea. 

"A main question [we considered] 
was, 'Why would someone want to get 
out of their car and into a shuttle 
bus?'" says Kerry Klingler, an INEEL 
engineer and project manager for the 
yellow bus program. "We concluded 
in a hurry that we had to develop a 
vehicle that had a unique look and 
gave people an experience they could
n't get anywhere else." 

Like the open-top buses of the 
1930s, these new buses are designed to 
offer visitors unique park views. The 
buses have glass or retractable roofs, and 
the large side windows offer panoramic 

vistas. Furthermore, the buses can be 
outfitted with multimedia for interpre
tive presentations—speaker systems for a 
driver or guide, or recorded program
ming options. The low-riding bus is also 
highly accessible, with a wide ramp for 
wheelchairs, an important feature con
sidering that 40 percent of the park's vis
itors are people with disabilities, elderly, 
or young children. 

The yellow buses were originally 
considered for use as snow coaches 
exclusively, as an environmentally sound 
alternative to snowmobiles. But the 
vehicles' steep price tag—$90,000 to 
$150,000 apiece, depending on special 
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features—made them too costly to oper
ate no more than a few months each 
year. As the partnership considered ways 
to use the buses all year long, the idea for 
a tour district was born. By sharing the 
buses with gateway areas such as 
Bozeman, Montana, Cody, Wyoming, 
and Idaho Falls, Idaho, start-up costs 
and operational costs could be split 
among public and private entities. As the 
park system continues to experience 
funding shortfalls, such joint ventures 
may be more necessary than ever: A 
2001 federal transit study predicted that 
meeting the transportation needs at 118 
of the busiest parks will cost at least 
$78 million a year through 2020, a total 
of more than $1.5 billion, a figure that 
doesn't even include the cost of main
taining those roads and creating bicycle 
and pedestrian pathways. 

Beyond the obvious financial bene
fits, a regional tour district would offer 
people an easy and enjoyable way to visit 

Consider the Alternatives 

Yellowstone may be our first national park, but it's not the first to con
sider alternative transportation. In many national parks, roads, 
entranceways, and parking lots resemble gridlocked city streets. In 

response, the National Park Service has implemented alternative trans
portation systems at several well-visited parks, including Acadia, Yosemite, 
and Zion. 

In most cases, these systems were developed to alleviate congested 
areas during peak visitation periods. Before Zion launched its propane-
powered shuttle system in 2000, as many as 5,000 cars competed for 400 
parking spots on peak days. At the Grand Canyon, up to 6,000 cars wrangle 
over 2,500 spots on any given summer day—a statistic that has led to con
sideration of a light-rail system to augment the park's existing shuttle buses. 
At Acadia, the Island Explorer shuttle system takes visitors into the park and 
all over Mount Desert Island, keeping up to 88,000 vehicles off park roads 
each year. Most recently, 34 historic red buses at Glacier National Park— 
cousins of the 1930s Yellowstone model—were modernized to operate on 
clean fuels. 

At Yellowstone, advocates of the tour district hope to build on these suc
cesses. "The parks have learned a great deal from the more mature systems, 
as far as management, maintenance, and usage," says Tim Young, manager 
of NPCA's Grand Teton field office. "Zion in the summer gives us a sense of 
what Yellowstone would need in the winter. 

Glacier National Park's "Red Jammer" buses (shown here at East Glacier Lodge) are a popular way for visitors to tour the park. 
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Making History 

A lthough most transportation systems are designed for natural 
parks, historical parks are getting in on the action as well: The 
Selma to Montgomery National Historic Trail in Alabama is 

considering an alternative-fuel bus system to shuttle visitors along its 
54-mile route similar to the system in place atZion National Park. 

On March 21,1965, thousands of people marched along the route to 
support voting rights for African Americans—a landmark moment for 
civil rights. Today, visitors typically drive the historic route and stop 
briefly at key sites along the way, such as Selma's Edmund Pettus 
Bridge, where state troopers brought a violent ended to a march that 
had been attempted only two weeks earlier. In Montgomery, popular 
destinations include the Rosa Parks Museum and the Dexter Avenue 
King Memorial Baptist Church. 

In recent months, park officials have considered how a 
Yellowstone-style bus system might benefit the Selma to Montgomery 
Trail and surrounding areas. In addition to transporting visitors along 
the route, buses could carry visitors to other municipal sites or even 
as far as the historic Tuskegee Institute, sharing the costs of start-up, 
maintenance, and fuel. "They would be able to coordinate the same 
kind of district in Alabama that we are trying to do in Yellowstone," 
says Jon Lear, principal of Ruby Mountain. "The contrasts between 
the two parks [are 
obvious], yet it's inter
esting how similar their 
needs are." 

And trail managers 
expect those transporta
tion needs to increase in 
the coming years. This 
spring, the trail will com
memorate the 40th 
anniversary of the 
Selma march, and an 
interpretive center—the 
first of three planned 
along the route—is 
scheduled to open in 
2006. With any luck, by 
that time, the bus system 
will be up and running, 
and passengers will be 
able to enjoy multimedia 
interpretive program
ming from the comfort of 
their own seats. 

A long line of traffic snakes through 

Yellowstone's Hayden Valley. 

the park, commute to work, or just get 
around town. 

"We see an opportunity to really tie 
the transportation system into the whole 
region," says Jon Lear, principal of Ruby 
Mountain, Inc., an alternative energy 
consulting firm. "In the tour district, a 
bus could leave Yellowstone Park in the 
morning to drop offa group of visitors at 
Bozeman. It then gets thrown into local 
transportation activity in Bozeman, 
maybe serving as a shuttle on the cam
pus of Montana State University. Then, 
at 5 p.m., the bus picks up another 
group and goes back into the park." 

Although much of this work is still 
conceptual, the partnership is already 
investigating an "intelligent transporta
tion system" that would track vehicles 
and ridership throughout the area. 
Ideally, visitors would purchase swipe 
cards for repeated use on the buses. "We 
can envision 150 vehicles circulating 
throughout the region, addressing the 
individual transportation needs for those 
communities that can't address them 
alone," Lear says. "[This larger system] 
allows the park to brand itself a little dif
ferently in the region." 

In addition to protecting Yellow-
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A clean-running propane bus in Zion National Park 

shuttles visitors around Zion Canyon. 
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Beyond the obvious financial benefits, a regional tour district would 

offer people an easy and enjoyable way to visit the park, 

commute to work, or just get around town. 

The new yellow bus can transform into a snowcoach in harsher winter months, taking visitors where common vehicles cannot go. 

stones air quality, reducing the number 
of cars should also save the lives of hun
dreds of wild animals that fall victim to 
vehicle collisions. According to park 
reports, between 1989 and 2003, nearly 
200 bison, more than 450 mule deer, 
and 560 elk were killed, prompting 
Public Employees for Environmental 
Responsibility to urge the Park Service 
to take steps to preserve wildlife within 
Yellowstone's boundaries. 

Going forward, the Yellowstone 
partnership will continue to study the 
legal and logistical aspects of a shared 

transportation system, while slowly 
rolling out the yellow buses. Given the 
time and energy that have been invested 
in the program, there's reason to believe 
the system will help the park, protect the 
wildlife, and improve the experience of 
visitors. 

"I have three young kids, and I 
know what it's like to drive across the 
country to a national park destination, 
only to get there and drive some more," 
says Tim Stevens, manager of NPCA's 
Yellowstone field office. "Imagine com
ing to one of our gateway communities 

and hopping on a bus that's designed 
specifically for a unique park experience. 
It's a tremendous opportunity to share 
the experience with your children and 
your family." t9 

Kim A. 0'Connell last wrote for 

National Parks about mussel restoration 

at Big South Fork National River and 

Recreation Area. 
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Turning the Tide 

of the United States, the 

fighting a battle to preserve 

their unique African-

American culture. 



By Veronica D. Gerald 

I
n the days before Interstate 95 
made its way down the Atlantic 
Coast, travelers heading south to 
the Carolinas, Georgia, and Florida 

often drove along Highway 17, a long 
rambling roadway that connected hun
dreds of small towns and hamlets, 
including the region that has become 
known as Gullah/Geechee country, 
home of one of the oldest living cultures 
in the United States. 

Although few travelers wander this 
corridor today, those who do are greeted 
by colorful scenes. The outdoors are an 
intricate part of this culture: Residents 
line the streets, walking to and from 
local shops, gathering in groups under 
trees, meeting on the sidewalks, or sit
ting on their porches, speaking their 
unique language, and watching the cars 
go by. Brightly colored houses—their 
windows trimmed in blue to keep out 
evil spirits—cluster together, forming 
family compounds where multiple gen
erations live in the tradition of their 
African ancestors. Small restaurants, 
beauty shops, and funeral homes line the 
streets, along with humble vegetable 
stands and craftspeople selling their 
trademark baskets. 

The mixture of mobile, traditional 
brick, and "shotgun" homes are tucked 
among ancient, moss-draped oaks that 
speak in whispers on quiet nights, or so 
the natives claim. In some areas, cascad
ing tree branches seem to form tunnels 
over the streets, as if holding hands to 
shelter those who live beneath them— 
caretakers of the Gullah story. 

John Henrik Clarke, a noted schol
ar of African and African-American his
tory, once said that the survival of 
African people away from their ancestral 
home is "one of the great acts of human 
endurance in the history of the world," 
and the Gullah are a shining example of 
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Tidal marshes on South Carolina's Edisto Island (left) are a reminder of rice fields Gullah 

used to tend. Above, Gullah children celebrate their heritage on St. Helena Island. 

The Gullah/Geechee are masters of basketweaving, using sweetgrass native to the South. 

The intricate baskets are a real draw for tourists, who buy them as souvenirs. 
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that resilience. Today, Congress is con
sidering legislation that would recognize 
this corridor as a historic district, an 
attempt to highlight and preserve this 
unique culture. Many believe that this is 
a long overdue salute to the descendants 
of slaves who made significant contribu
tions to the growth and development of 
the region. 

In the early 16th century, the Sierra 
Leone/Liberian coastlines and the 
Kongo-Angola region supplied the 
Charleston slave markets with large 

. . . evidence indicates 

that those who settled in the 

coastal Carolina colony were 

called Gullah while those 

who chose to live along the 

Georgia coast were called 

Geechees. 

numbers of Africans. By the mid 1700s, 
Africans from these regions dominated 
the slave labor force along what was 
known as the rice coast. The Gullah peo
ple played an important role in rice cul
tivation in the region. They developed 
the earliest method of water control and 
shared their milling techniques, utensils, 
and knowledge of agronomy with their 
captors, setting into motion one of the 
most profitable industries in the history 
of this country. With nothing more than 
hand tools, oxen, and their own sweat, 
Gullah people cleared hundreds of acres 
of dense forests and built ten- to 12-foot 
dikes, working among alligators and 
dangerous snakes, often standing ankle-
deep in mud, all to make their owners 
some of the wealthiest businessmen in 
pre-Civil War America. 

As rice became the cash crop of pref
erence, demand for their labor and 
know-how increased their numbers so 
quickly that they soon surpassed the 
white population, maintaining a black 
majority in Georgia and South Carolina 
well into the 20th century. Their relative 

In historic Charleston, South Carolina, indigo blue shutters are believed to ward off evil spirits 

isolation in these regions, their large 
numbers, and the absence of strong out
side influences solidified and blended 
their cultures in ways unparalleled by 
slave communities in other regions. 

The origins of the culture, and even 
the derivation of its name, are in many 
ways a mystery. But there are plenty of 
clues. Some argue that the name is an 
early distortion of the name Angola, a 
region believed to have supplied some 
40 percent of the slaves sold at the 
Charleston slave market. Many Gullah, 
however, suspect that the term may be a 
carryover from the name Golas, a large 
cultural group near Liberia who were 
captured and sold in large numbers dur
ing the slave trade, as were their neigh
bors, the Gizzis. Other evidence indi
cates that those who settled in the coastal 
Carolina colony were called Gullah, and 
those who chose to live along the 
Georgia coast were called Geechees. 
Regardless of the history, the people now 
embrace both names and view their cul
ture as a perfect blend of the various 
African groups who contributed so 

much to their ancestry 
and evolution. 

Once these people 
arrived on American soil, 
they adapted to their con
ditions, making do with 
whatever they had, ac
cording to Willie Mae 
Gerald, descendant of the 
Brookgreen plantation 
slaves from the George
town District. The Gullah 
maintained work patterns 
and a community struc
ture that consisted of the 
church or "praise house," 
family, community, and 
self. 

Say the word 
"Gullah" today, and 
most people immediately 
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A girl attends church in Sapelo Island, 

Georgia, one of the last Gullah communities. 

associate the term with a dialect or lan
guage. Few understand that the term also 
represents a society with its own beliefs, 
practices, traditions, arts, religion, and 
spirituality. The language itself comprises 
a mixture of African words and unique 
linguistic features combined with hints of 
the English language spoken by their 
enslavers. 

Today, the Gullah can be found liv
ing anywhere in the United States, but 
large numbers still live between 
Jacksonville, North Carolina, and 
Jacksonville, Florida, in a geographical 
region informed and influenced by the 
industry of tourism, fueled and sus
tained by Gullah labor. Gullah people 
can be found in almost every profession, 
working as teachers, lawyers, and physi
cians, but large numbers still fill the bot
tom rung of the economic ladder, meet
ing the needs of the affluent. 

During the 1950s and 1960s, 
before many Gullah people were able 
to afford transportation, whites often 
came into their neighborhoods to pick 
up their "help." Others took in laun
dry or sought employment in the hos
pitality industry as maids, cooks, and 
restaurant help. Many worked in 
resorts like Myrtle Beach, Hilton 
Head, Charleston, and Beaufort. 

A priestess gives a tour through Oyontunji Village in Sheldon, South Carolina. 

Although tourism provided many 
opportunities, it has become a double-
edged sword. On the one hand, "Gullah 
business people benefit from tourists 
who spend money in their establish
ments," says Michael Allen, education 
specialist for the National Park Service. 
But the rapid growth brought on by 
people moving into historically Gullah 
regions has attracted many developers 
interested in securing property cheaply, 
then reselling to newcomers, or what 
the Gullah call "Come yah" ("Come 
here" people). 

"My father always told us that God 
ain't making no more land, so we have to 
hold on to what we have," says Cornelia 
Bailey, author and resident of Georgia's 
Sapelo Island. "Developers buy from us 
for peanuts and sell for caviar." 

Along with development pressure, 
perhaps the biggest threat to the Gullah 
community is the skyrocketing increase 
in property taxes brought on by the ris
ing value of real estate. "The masses can 
no longer afford to own their own 
homes and land [in our communities]," 
says Richard Habersham, president of 
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the Phillips Community Association. 

The tightly woven communities of 
yesterday, where multiple generations of 
family members surrounded each other 
in family compounds, are becoming a 
thing of the past. 

"Culture, history, and land go hand 
in hand—when one part is lost, the 
other two components are weakened," 
says Jesse Gantt, a local real estate 
investor with ties to the community. 
"Nowadays, the younger generations 
don't have the connection to land as did 
their parents and grandparents, so they 
see no problem with selling [their prop
erty] or losing the land to tax sales." 
Cornelia Bailey of Sapelo Island recalls 
the words of her father and his genera
tion: "A poor man ain't got but God, his 

word as an honest man, and a piece of 
land. But the loss of land is usually evi
dence that [he hasn't kept his promise] to 
hold on to the family land. And all that's 
left is God." 

Fortunately, legislation now pend
ing in Congress would help to preserve 
the unique culture of this area. The 
Gullah/Geechee Cultural Preservation 
Act would establish a culture heritage 
corridor and create a commission to help 
federal, state, and local authorities man
age it. The bill authorizes $2 million per 
year for ten years to carry out the work 
of the commission and calls for one or 
more interpretive centers within the her
itage corridor. The legislation was passed 
by the House of Representatives last fall 
but languished in the Senate; Rep. James 

" . . . NPCA has strongly supported development of a Gullah 

theme heritage corridor that would empower these people 

to share their stories and establish some measure of control 

over the public face of their heritage." 

E. Clyburn (D-SC) reintroduced the 
legislation this year (see sidebar). 

"Gullah is not a dead culture, but it 
is an endangered one,"says Alan Spears, 
NPCA's associate director for diversity. 
"That's why NPCA has strongly sup
ported development of a Gullah theme 
heritage corridor that would empower 
these people to share their stories and 
establish some measure of control over 
the public face of their heritage." The 
idea isn't to preserve the Gullah/Geechee 
culture in a jar, on a shelf, for outsiders 
to come and see, but rather to help a 
vibrant, creative culture continue to 
flourish in a time and place where the 
value of real estate can't always be mea
sured by a mortgage lender. 

After all is said and done, the saving 
grace for the Gullah may be the very 
same characteristics that brought them 
through to this point—the ability to 
adapt and make do with what they've 
got. One constant for the Gullah people 
has been the water—its ebb and flow a 
metaphor for their struggles. Their bur
ial grounds, food cultivation, subsis
tence, baptisms, and other customs intri
cately connect the people to the water in 
ways that remain today. The story of the 
Gullah began with the change from one 
continent to the other, from one side of 
the water to the other. And they will no 
doubt continue to thrive as their ances
tors, ancient people who have built 
empires, stood the course of time and 
continue as examples of words their pre
decessors lived by: "All shut-eye ain't 
sleep, and all goodbye ain't gone." t9 

Veronica D. Gerald is a professor 

of English at Coastal Carolina University 

and owner of Ultimate Gullah, 

a gift shop in Conway, South Carolina. 

Philip Simmons is a renowned blacksmith whose iron gates decorate Charleston. 
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By U.S. Rep. James E. Clyburn 

The sights, sounds, and tastes of Gullah/Geechee peo

ple—a unique blend of African and European cultures 

found along the coasts of North and South Carolina, 

Georgia, and northern Florida—have been slowly slipping away. 

But many small enclaves remain, and many conservationists and 

preservationists believe their traditions and art are worth saving. 

In these communities you can still find houses trimmed in 

indigo, believed to ward off evil spirits. You can hear talk of life 

before the "cumyas," recent arrivals to the area, and the prob

lems they visited upon the "benyas," whose domicile can be 

traced back to early plantation life. You can enjoy traditional spir

ituals like "Kumbaya" (come by here) sung in an unfamiliar 

dialect to a strange beat called "common meter." You can watch 

nimble hands weave gorgeous sweet grass baskets with skills 

handed down through generations. And you can enjoy the aroma 

and tastes of "hoppin' John," sweet potato pie, or benne wafers, 

all Gullah specialties that have become part of our modern cul

ture. These communities were developed by former slaves who 

began their freedom in isolated and remote villages, which nur

tured and sustained their way of life for generations. 

At my request, the National Park Service conducted a three-

year-study of the Gullah/Geechee coast. Their findings, released 

in May 2004, indicate that these unique slices of history and tra

ditions are endangered. Consequently, I have introduced the 

Gullah/Geechee Cultural Preservation Act, which seeks to 

implement the Park Service's recommendations to protect and 

preserve this culture. 

Similar legislation received overwhelming support in both the 

House and Senate last year, but time ran out before we could 

reconcile differences in the two bills. The new version (H.R. 694) 

contains some significant changes, and Reps. Henry Brown (R-

SC), Joe Wilson (R-SC), Mike Mclntyre (D-NC), Jack Kingston 

(R-GA), Ander Crenshaw (R-FL), Corrine Brown (D-FL), and John 

Mica (R-FL) are now cosponsors. The bill still establishes a 

Gullah/Geechee Culture Heritage Corridor and creates a commis

sion to help federal, state, and local authorities manage the corri

dor and its assets. But the new legislation expands the corridor 

beyond the original Georgia/South Carolina coastline to include 

northern Florida and North Carolina coastal areas. This critical 

change was made because of the overwhelming grassroots 

response to the original legislation, and the desire for other 

Gullah/Geechee communities to be included. 

Increasing the area meant increasing the funding requested in 

the bill from $1 million to $2 million annually for ten years. The num

ber of interpretive centers proposed in the bill remains at one or 

more locations within the corridor; exact sites will be determined 

by the commission. 

Interest and support for this bill is evident by the bipartisan 

cosponsorship by every House member who represents this 

coastal region. I am hopeful that the legislation will pass Congress 

and become law. 

The Gullah/Geechee region is a national treasure and was 

recently named one of the 11 Most Endangered Sites by the 

National Trust for Historic Preservation. Just as the National Park 

Service protects the Grand Canyon and Old Faithful, the agency has 

an obligation and, I hope, a desire to protect this culture that is just 

as much a product of its place and time in our nation's history as 

these natural treasures. 

Time is the enemy of any preservation project. Just as natural 

wonders crumble bit by bit without careful oversight and interven

tion, the Gullah/Geechee culture will 

continue to erode and disappear if we 

do not act soon. This legislation will 

help prevent waves of destruction from 

washing this unique and valuable trea

sure out to sea. I hope my colleagues 

will agree. 

Rep. James E. Clyburn 

(D-SC) is now in 

his seventh term as 

a representative. 
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Channel Islands 

National Park is only a 

few miles off the coast 

of Southern California, 

but a world away. 



By Jeanine Barone 

W
hat a difference two 
hours makes. That's 
all you need to leave 
behind the traffic 

snarls and crush of humanity endemic to 
mainland Southern California and walk 
in solitude along the three-and-a-half 
mile trail to Smugglers Cove on Santa 
Cruz Island, part of Channel Islands 
National Park. Smog-laden cities sur
rounded by urban sprawl are replaced by 
the scent of salt air and rolling hills 
washed with the golden colors of tall, 
dry grasses. 

For many Califomians, the Chan
nel Islands don't exist. It's easy to under
stand why. Though a mere 11 to 60 
miles off the southern California coast, 
the eight islands are often cloaked in fog 
and mist. And, when they do shed their 
cloudy camouflage, they appear as bar
ren rocky mounds. But lifeless and 
monotonous they are not. Since their 
formation millions of years ago, a result 
of volcanic eruptions and the Earth's 
shifting plates, these islands have been 
separate from the mainland. 

Their isolation from the mainland 
has produced an array of plants and ani
mals found nowhere else in the world, 
such as oversized blue jays and foxes as 
small as cats earning these islands the 
moniker of "the Galapagos of North 
America." 

Lying at the crossroads of nutrient-
rich cold and warm sea currents, the 
Channel Islands are a biological treasure, 
particularly the five that were designated 
a national park in 1980 to protect their 
rich resources. Noted for their sandy 
coves, rugged cliffs, and expansive mead-

An aerial view of the the park {opposite) 

shows volcanic islands lining up like 

jewels of a necklace. 

ows, these islands also hold a wealth of 
human history, with evidence dating 
back to some of the earliest residents, the 
Chumash Native Americans. 

Those who visit the four northern 
islands of the national park will find that 

these volcanic masses line up like the 
jewels of a necklace—one sculpted by 
wind and waves, where the California of 
long ago still exists. The fifth island, 
Santa Barbara, is about 40 miles to the 
south of Anacapa. 
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Anacapa 
Most visitors make Anacapa their port of 
call. It's closest to the mainland—a mere 
14 miles from Ventura. From afar, Ana
capa appears as a single land mass of 
towering lava cliffs. It's actually three is
lets: East, Middle, and West. Its shape-
changing nature may help to explain the 
fact that Anacapa's name derives from 
the Chumash word eneepah, meaning 
mirage. 

The island's 40-foot-high Arch 
Rock and its resident sea lions have 
become the park's trademark. Once the 
boat docks on East Anacapa—the most 
popular of the three islets—travelers 
must endure a 154-step stairway to the 
top of the islet's spine. But the climb is 
worth it, providing stunning ocean 
views and encounters with numerous 
seabirds, including the western gulls that 
nest here. On the way up, summertime 
visitors can stop to view a monitor that 
shows through a diver's eyes the under
water world that surrounds the island. 
(The waters surrounding the park are 
also part of the Channel Islands Na
tional Marine Sanctuary.) On Tuesday 
and Thursday afternoons, rangers wear
ing video cameras dive into the sur

rounding kelp forests teeming with 
orange garibaldi fish, spiny lobsters, and 
bat rays. 

The visitor center is another worth
while stop, where you can inspect the 
original crystal and brass Fresnel lens 
from the island's working lighthouse. 
Interpretive materials are also available, 
and travelers can stroll the one-and-a-
half-mile Inspiration Point trail on their 
own or with a naturalist. Springtime vis
itors will find the normally plain coreop
sis (or tree sunflower) blooming with 
golden flowers. Overnight campers can 
catch the dramatic sunset and views of 
Anacapa's two other islets from Inspira
tion Point. From Middle Anacapa, 
divers often explore the wreckage of the 
steamer Winfield Scott, sunk in 1853. 
West Anacapa protects breeding brown 
pelicans and is, therefore, off-limits 
except for the beach at Frenchy's Cove, 
where visitors can explore the pristine 
tide pools featuring green sea anemones 
and purple sea urchins. 

Santa Rosa 

A land of sweeping grasslands, white 
sandy beaches, and steep canyons, Santa 
Rosa is best explored over the course of a 

Backpackers trek the windy, two-mile stretch of San Miguel's breathtaking Cuyler Harbor. 

few days. Travelers will need the extra 
time to make the trip (about 2.5 hours 
by boat) and to explore even a portion of 
the island's diverse 53,000 acres. 

The established campground has a 
magnificent view of Water Canyon 
Beach. If the wind isn't strong—and it 
often is—the two-mile round-trip trek 
along this isolated stretch of sedimentary 
cliffs and sand dunes is a beach-comber's 
delight. Hikers who venture into the 
lush canyon will find a trail of moderate 
difficulty winding past caves, oak groves, 
and toyon trees. Backcountry camping is 
available on the numerous isolated 
beaches accessible to hikers or kayakers. 

The rigorous 13-mile round-trip 
Lobo Canyon Trail, which opens to a 
lovely bay, is a favorite; a shortened one
way trip is an option whenever natural
ists are available to shuttle visitors from 
the campground. Naturalists also lead 
treks on the shorter Torrey Pines Trail, 
which weaves along sea cliffs to groves of 
Torrey pines. Santa Rosa lays claim to 
more than just scenic canyons and rare 
flora, however. Among the island's many 
archaeological finds, paleontologists 
excavated the world's most complete 
skeleton of an ancient pygmy mammoth 
in 1994. 

San Miguel 

Sixty miles from the mainland, San 
Miguel is the westernmost of the 
Channel Islands—and the wildest. This 
harsh, windswept land, often cloaked by 
fog, is also blanketed with a confection 
of wildflowers and sprinkled with sandy 
beaches. Most travelers camp for a few 
nights to experience the island's unique 
wildlife spectacles, but a park naturalist 
must accompany anyone walking past 
the ranger station. 

Most hikes are strenuous, thanks in 
part to the winds, but there's a payoff: 
The eight-hour round-trip to Point 
Bennett passes through the otherworldly 
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Caliche Forest, a cluster of ghost trees. 
(Long ago, a lime-based sand shrouded 
the vegetation, which subsequently 
decayed, leaving the two-foot-tall white 
stone spikes.) Travelers who reach the 
western terminus of the trail can spy tens 
of thousands of seals and sea lions 

sprawled on the beaches. The much 
shorter trail to Cardwell Point on the 
islands east end may not have as many 
pinnipeds on the beaches, but the expe
rience is more intimate. 

Near the island s campground stands 
a cross atop a pedestal, a monument to 

Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, the European 
who discovered California and who sup
posedly died somewhere on the Channel 
Islands. The most laid-back travelers 
don't need to go beyond the landing 
point at Cuyler Harbor to enjoy breath
taking scenery. This lovely cove, one of 

An NPCA charitable gift annuity can: 
• Increase your financial security by receiving guaranteed fixed 

payments for your lifetime. 

Reduce your tax burden with savings on capital gains and income taxes. 

Help NPCA protect the parks for future generations. 

To receive our free brochure, Giving Through Gift Annuities, call 
our toll free number 1-877-468-5775, visit our website, 
www.npca.org/giftpianning, or return the form below. 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
130019th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

giftplanning@npca.org • www.npca.org/giftplanning 

Please send information on Charitable Gift Annuities to: 

Name 

Address 

City . State _ -Zip-

To receive a personalized illustration, please provide your birthdate(s): 

1 2 

- 1 1 would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 
/pes 
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Thousands of California sea lions and northern fur seals dot Point Bennett's shoreline on San Miguel, the wildest of the islands. 

a 

9 

Protect parks white 
increasing your 
income! i '' 

Current Annuity 
Payout Rates: 

Age Rate 

70 6.5% 

75 7.1% 

80 8.0% 

85 9-5% 

For information, 

call toll-free 

1-877-468-5775 

http://www.npca.org/giftpianning
mailto:giftplanning@npca.org
http://www.npca.org/giftplanning


The endemic island fox faces extinction 

the nicest in California, cradles a two-
mile-long beach that's an easy walk if the 
winds have mellowed. Colorful kayaks 
often dot the fine white sand—but 
because of rough conditions, only experi
enced travelers should kayak, dive, 
snorkel, or swim. 

Santa Cruz 

The grand dame of the Channel Islands, 
Santa Cruz is not only the largest but 
also the most diverse. With 2,000-foot-
high peaks, beaches, deep-sea caves, 
rugged canyons, and tide pools, this land 

offers a unique refuge to 70 
plant and animal species. 
Most travelers arrive at 
Scorpion Anchorage and 
camp on the eastern portion 
of the island, which the 
National Park Service oper
ates; the remaining three-
quarters of the island is 
managed by The Nature 
Conservancy. No camping 

is allowed on its property, but day-hikers 
can sign up for a trek offered by Island 
Packers, the park concessioner. 

The most popular guided hikes to 
Cavern Point and Potato Harbor (five 
miles round-trip) meander atop some 
400-foot bluffs where pelicans and gulls 
soar above vast ocean vistas where you 
might be lucky enough to spot migrat
ing whales. Travelers who stay overnight 
often tackle the more strenuous Smug
gler's Cove Trail or the Scorpion Canyon 
Loop, where the large scrub jay can be 
sighted. Many people cool off after a 

Sidetrip: Santa Barbara 

Santa Barbara, one of the two entry cities to the Channel Islands, hasn't let its 
glitz go to its head. Though many Hollywood personalities have either wed or 
settled in what's called the American Riviera, Santa Barbara has a laid-back 

personality that harkens to the California of yore. Nestled between mountains and 
sea, the city is dotted with Spanish-style buildings with white-washed walls and red 
tile roofs perched on terraced hillsides and along tree-lined streets. Travelers can 
pick up a free Red Tile Tour leaflet and stroll the 12 blocks in downtown, rich with 
wrought iron, inner courtyards, and adobe buildings. Even the shopping in El Paseo, 
a charming alleyway with shops, cafes, palms, and fountains, has a Spanish influ
ence. The Courthouse presents panoramic views from the 85-foot-high clock tower. 
Along the waterfront, the adjacent Cabrillo Bike Path passes landscaped parks and 
Stearns Wharf, the oldest working wharf on the coast. The Botanic Garden is a 
gallery of California plant life. Five-and-a-half miles of trails wend through 65 lush 
acres of redwood groves, live oak, and western sycamore. 

Two hotel options include Fess Parker's DoubleTree Resort (800-879-2929) and 
Hotel Oceana-Santa Barbara (800-965-9776). Popular restaurants include Downey's 
on State Street (www.downeyssb.com) and the Wine Cask on Anacapa Street 
(www.winecask.com). For more information, visit www.santabarbaraca.com, 
www.santabarbaradowntown.com, and www.santabarbaracarfree.org. 

hike by taking a dip or snorkeling at 
Scorpion Anchorage, where you may see 
red sea stars and purple sea urchins. 

Near the campground, remnants of 
the islands' cattle and sheep days remain 
at Scorpion Ranch. Naturalists point out 
the historic buildings as well as natural 
caves, once used for cold storage. Back-
country camping is available at Del 
Norte, reachable by a challenging but 
scenic three-and-a-half-mile hike 
through canyons and oak woodlands. 
Santa Cruz is also a kayaker's Eden 
where you can paddle alongside lava 
cliffs, get a close encounter with harbor 
seals, and navigate into sea caves, includ
ing the cathedral-like Painted Cave, one 
of the largest in the world, named for its 
colorful rocks and lichen. • 

Jeanine Barone is a New York City 

travel writer who escapes to the 

wilderness as often as she can. 

Shopping in El Paseo gives visitors a taste 

of Santa Barbara's Spanish roots. 
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Sailing the choppy waters around 

Channel Islands can be exhilarating. 

To get oriented with the park, check 
out www.nps.gov/chis and stop at the 
visitor center in Ventura (805-658-
5730). Temperatures are usually mild 
year-round, but it's best to dress in lay
ers. For camping information, visit 
www.nps.gov/chis/ppbtml/camping. 
html or call 800-365-2267. For back-
country permits, call 805-658-5711. 
Contact one of the park's two conces
sionaires for boat transportation: Island 
Packers, www.islandpackers.com or 
Truth Aquatics, www.truthaquatics.com. 
Channel Aviation flies into Santa Rosa, 
www.flycia.com. Come prepared with 
motion-sickness remedies because the 
channel can be choppy. If you plan to 
swim or snorkel, bring a wet suit. The 
islands have no hotels or food, and 
those who visit San Miguel and Ana-
capa should bring drinking water. For 
accommodations in Ventura, contact 
Four Points Hotel Ventura Harbortown, 
805-658-1212, or Boatel Bunk & Break
fast, a 35-foot Chinese junk docked in 
Ventura harbor, 805-598-2628. 

MARKETPLACE 

ABOUT THE DVD REVIEWS STILL SHOTS VIDEO CUPS BUYONUNE 

www.messagefromthemountains.net 

New Film captures the glory 
and sense of peace of the 

High Sierra Wilderness. 
- The Inyo Register 

A video that was 4 years in the making 
along the John Mnir Trail in the 

Sierra Nevada Mountains of California by a 
National Park Service backcountry ranger. 

An inspirational story about people 
from around the world who have found 

a nay to enrich their lives through a 
wilderness experience. 

Backcountry ranger Bob Kenan's 
DVD is available online or by 

calling (888)641-7933 
Kenan Productions, LLC 
bobkenan@taosnet.com 

"Undoubtedly the single best resource 
on Yellowstone" 

"Education, entertainment, and 
expanded map" 

"An insider's expertise" 
ISBN: 0-9706873-1-1 $21.95 
392 pages. 200+ color & historical photos 

Granite Peak Publications LLC 
www.yeUowBtonetrea8ures.com 

Space remains on 2005 tours to view 

wildlife in the Tetons and Yellowstone, walk 

Alaska's Denali and Wrangell-St. Elias 

national parks, visit spectacular southwest 

canyon parks, and take a family trip 

on the trail of Lewis & Clark. 

Call 1-800-628-7275, ext. 219 for more details on 

ParkScapes travel, or visit www.npca.org\travel. 
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JOIN US ON AN EXCLUSIVE 
r NPCA ADVENTURE! 
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What would you say to a walk on the ocean floor... 
The World's Highest Tides. Some of the oldest 
mountains on the planet. Rivers that stretch from 
breathtaking to beautiful! That's just the start of 
discovery in New Brunswick, Canada. Dig a little 
deeper. In the shadows of incredible natural 
wonder, a history remains to be told. 

Take a historical journey along a backdrop of 
incredible natural wonder! 

Canada 

ay awe: 

f
New JS95 Nouveau ^ 
runswick 
C A N A D A 

1800 561-0123 g £ 
www.TourismNewBrunswick.ca 

Checkout our neighbours at 
www.TourrsmNewBmnswkk.ca/Neighbours 

We're right next door-just a 

day's drive from New York 

and a half day from Boston! 

The Bay of Fundy is a marine wonder of the world and home to 

the highest tides on the planet. It's a phenomenon you won't 

want to miss, but there's more than what meets the eye. Embedded 

E
' i thin its rock walls 

r 300-million-year-old 

• footprints, bones and 

isils. New Brunswick's 

ns have borne witness 

md's first settlers and 

s, but walk through 

the oldest mountains 

lanet and you may feel 

like you're the first to set foot 

on what seems like an 

untouched expanse. Our land 

has shaped history as much as 

history has shaped the land. 

Nature observes life and hides its stories well. There's so much to 

discover, like the treasures of our National Historic Sites. The Carteton 

Martello Tower dates from the War of 1812, which resulted from 

strained relations between Great Britain and the United States. 

Another tug-of-war for supremacy is the Fort Beausejour. 

Walk between its walls and you will be 

transported in time to when England and 

France battled for Acadia, the fall of 

which quickly led toward the infamous 

Acadian deportation. For a truly unique 

Acadian history lesson, visit the Monument 

Lefebvre, a National Historic Site of Canada 

commemorating not only the survival of the 

Acadians, but also Father Camille Lefebvre, 

founder of the first French-language.degree-

granting college in Atlantic Canada. 

The legendary/ore de vivre (joy of life) of our Acadians adds a distinct 
flavour to the province. Find yourself in an Acadian community 
throughout the province on August 15 th and you may be swept up 
in the celebrations of the Tintamarre, a colourful, lively parade. 

Streets fill with revellers in a joyous participation of what is not a 
sorrowful remembrance of past hardships, but a celebration of survival 
and the return home. 

Step back in time at living museums like the 
Village Historique Acadien. Here you can 
wander through heritage homes, visit the 
one-room schoolhouse and view life as it 
were lived by Acadians of generations past. 
Lively interpretations of Acadian history 
can be found from dinner theatres to 
outdoor stage performances. 

For a look at Loyalist life as lived a century ago, visit the Kings Landing 
Historical Settlement. This is a living history museum in the largest 
sense: over 70 historic buildings are complete with artifacts, furniture, 
tools and equipment. Amidst the bustle of farm life and work horses, 
listen for the melodies of fiddlers and find yourself dancing with 
the locals. The history is real, the stories are true... welcome to 
New Brunswick in the 1800s. 

Among modern amenities, Canada's 

oldest incorporated city, Saint John, 

has tales of historic reference on every street 

B
And with more than 250 homes 
older than 100 to 200 years old, the 
ct ionof the town of St. Andrews has 

been designated a National Historic District. 
A visit to Edmundston will take you through 
the heart of the legendary Republic of 

Madawaska; a city with a history as colourful as its surroundings. 

J
ten the Fundy Isles offer a bounty of historic reference: from 

lint Croix Island, where the first French settlers landed in 

orth America in 1604, to Campobello Island, the beloved isle of 

any, including the former U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, 

ric spirit can be found in the Victorian homes of the Province's 

capital and within songs and dance. Try a taste of history with unique 

recipes passed through the centuries... roam through our cities for 

unique shopping, galleries, museums and more. Incredible natural 

wonders, the cosiest inns and B&Bs, and an always-favourable 

exchange rate... It's all waiting for you here, in New Brunswick, Canada! 

Ttdt? t/mes vary daily. 
The Hopewell Rocks, Hopewell Cape 

Village Historique Acadien, 
near Caraquet 

City of Saint John 

Roosevelt Campobello 
International Park, 
Campobello Island 

http://www.TourismNewBrunswick.ca
http://www.TourrsmNewBmnswkk.ca/Neighbours
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Cruise historic Chesapeake Bay in comfort and style aboard the ships of 
American Cruise Lines 

O ften called the cradle of American history, the shores of the Chesapeake Bay have some

thing to offer every traveler. And now, with American Cruise Lines' Chesapeake Bay 

cruise, it's easy to explore the riches of these shores—from 

carefully preserved Colonial-era seaports boasting exquisite 

period architecture, to museums and attractions devoted to 

U.S. culture and history. 

Onboard these brand-new vessels, passengers enjoy the 

ultimate amenities in small ship cruising: spacious state

rooms with private bathrooms, verandas and large opening 

picture windows; 

fine cuisine and complimentary cocktail hours; 

and onboard lectures by renowned historians and 

naturalists. These ships carry no more than 98 pas

sengers, and can navigate the small rivers and 

inlets of the Chesapeake Bay to provide travelers 

with a unique perspective on the area. 

Opportunities for discovery abound at each port-

of-call—from the premier living history site of 

W i l l i a m s b u r g , 

Virginia, to the charming island of Tangier, to the beautifully 

preserved villages of Cambridge, Oxford, and St. Michaels. 

And along the water, passengers can observe Skipjacks, 

schooners, and classic Baltimore clippers dotting the shore. 

Other points of interest include the Chesapeake Bay 

Maritime Museum, featuring the Hooper Strait Lighthouse, 

and the Yorktown Victory Center dedicated to the events lead

ing up to the victory at the Battle of Yorktown. And, of course, 

this tour would not be complete without a visit to Annapolis 

and the magnificent campus of the U.S. Naval Academy. 

From Maine to Florida, American Cruise Lines offers itiner

aries designed to allow passengers to experience intimately each 

area's local culture, fascinating history, and natural splendor. 

For more information, call 800-814-6880 or visit on the 

web at www.americancruiselines.com. 
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Outdoor adventure in Newfoundland and Labrador 
Let the adventure begin 

An adventure is easy to find in Newfoundland and Labrador. 
Look offshore for a breaching humpback whale, hurling its 

36-ton mass into the air. Nearby you might spy an iceberg too, 
making its journey south along Iceberg Alley. Plenty of rocky 
terrain and incredible scenery on the coastal trails make this one 
of the world's premier hiking destinations. And some of the 
world's most accessible seabird sanctuaries—home to millions of 
seabirds—bring birdwatchers from countries near and far. 

There are underground caves on the west coast that take you 
deep into the Earth. Seacaves and hidden caverns are also beg
ging to be explored by kayak or canoe, along with our 10,564 
miles of coastline. Strap on the tanks and plunge into an under
water world where some 10,000 shipwrecks dot the rocky coast
line. Each one has an interesting story to reveal. And any place 
affectionately known as "The Rock" will have some of the best 
rock climbing adventures to be found anywhere. Labrador, in 
particular, has a diverse range of formations to challenge any 
mountaineer. 
Follow your path 

In a land as unpopulated 
and geologically ancient as 
Newfoundland and Labrador, 
the hiking opportunities are 
both endless and breathtaking. 
In addition, temperatures here 
are quite comfortable, making 
the experience that much more 
enjoyable. In one of the 
province's most extensive trail 
systems, Gros Morne National 
Park, millions of years of tec
tonic plate movement have 
yielded an otherworldly land
scape of varied rock formations 
and diverse vegetation (like 
rare orchids). You can wander over the Earth's mantle here, see 
fjords like nothing else this side of Norway, or encounter flora 
and fauna found nowhere else on Earth. Terra Nova National 

Park and the 224 mile East Coast Trail each possess their own 
charms of pathways and challenging trails. The accessibility to 
breathtaking views is unmatched as you walk trails linking cen

turies-old communities. You 
may even spy a whale or ice
berg, right from where you're 
standing. Tor the ultimate in 
hiking wild there is unspoiled 
trekking in Labrador. One of 
the last unspoiled wilderness 
areas on Earth has secrets not 
yet revealed for the daring 
adventurer. After the hard 
climbs inland, you can discov
er old networks of cart roads 
and paths connecting coastal 
towns that can only take you 
wonderfully onward. 
A winged adventure 

The seabird watching 
opportunities here during spring and summer have been 
described by experts as some ot the best in the world, An annn 
al gathering of 35 million seabirds takes place every year. 
Newfoundland and Labrador has 95 percent of the continent's 
Atlantic puffins, 80 percent of North America's Atlantic murre 
population, over half of the world's populations of Leech's storm 
petrels and the most accessible northern gannet colony on the 
planet. The province has six internationally recognized breeding 
sites within easy-to-get-to ecological reserves. Geographically 
closer to Europe than any other part of North America, the 
province also has a wide variety of habitats where many interest
ing species of inland birds abound. 

Find out more about the people who can make your adven
ture happen at www.guidetoadventures.com 
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Enjoy the peaceful side of the Smokies 

Explore rail travel aboard the American Orient Express 

Noted for its exceptional service, fine dining and decor, American 
Orient Express (AOE) has brought a return to the graceful 

Golden Age of rail travel. In addition to offering passengers a vintage-
rail experience, AOE programs include an exploration of America's 
cultural treasures with insight from historians, as well as off-train 
excursions, which complement the theme of each carefully planned 
itinerary. In operation since 1955, AOE offers ten regional itineraries 
throughout the United States, Mexico, and Canada. 

Call American Orient Express at 800-320-4206 or visit 
www.americanorientexpress.com. 

Natural wonders in Arizona 

K artchner Caverns State Park, located 50 miles southeast of 
Tucson, was discovered more than 30 years ago and con

tains some of the world's most spectacular and colorful cave 
formations. Much of the cave remains undeveloped, and visi
tors can still see the discoverers' trek through the mud flats. In 
addition to two cave tours, the park provides a great spot for 

hiking, picnicking, and 
relaxing in southern 
Arizona. You also can 
watch hummingbirds zip 
around in the outside 
hummingbird garden! 

Whether you're heading 
north or south, let 
Arizona's 27 state parks 
introduce you to Arizona's 
natural wonders! 

For more information, 
call 602-542-1993 or visit 
www.azstateparks.com 

Alpine hiking 

Alpine Adventure Trails Tours Inc., the Swiss Alps specialist, 
has led day hikers exclusively in the Swiss Alps since 1977. 

The tours base weekly in small three- and four-star family 
owned and operated Swiss inns with fine cuisine; and day hike 
the surrounding area. One- and two-week trips are offered, with 
a maximum of 15 guests, and each has a choice of two hikes 
daily—one moderate, one more strenuous. 

A new tour offering this year is the Isle of Skye, Scotland. 
For more information, contact an owner guide at 888-

478-4004, e-mail: alpine@swisshiking.com, or visit us 
online at www.swisshiking.com. 
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E njoy the mountain air of Townsend, Tennessee—the peaceful side of 
the Smokies. 

Adjacent to the Cades Cove and Little River region of 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Townsend is a quaint hamlet 
with abundant outdoor activities, accommodations, shopping venues, and 
festivals. 

Stay in a cabin, cottage, hotel, bed-and-breakfast, or at a campsite. 
Enjoy arts, crafts, hiking, biking, fishing, golfing tubing, picnicking, 
horseback riding, exploring caverns, or listening to live music. No matter 
what you desire, Townsend is the perfect destination. 

Call 800-525-6834 or visit www.smokymountains.org for a free vaca
tion guide. 

http://www.americanorientexpress.com
http://www.azstateparks.com
mailto:alpine@swisshiking.com
http://www.swisshiking.com
http://www.smokymountains.org
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Never settle for less 
than the very best! 
Paha Que tents pick up where the 
others leave off. Most tents will 
perform well in fair weather; it's 
when the weather turns nasty that 
Paha Que quality stands out — 
when you need it most. For 
superior performance, protection 
and comfort, we use only the best 
materials in our advanced designs. 
Tents like the new Perry Mesa (above), 
which sleeps 8; or the 2-room 
Promontory (below) for families who 
want privacy. For full details, call 
toll-free: 1-888-700-TENT. 
or visit our web site. 

www.pahaque.com 

> 9 ^ The Family^ 
"v» Camping Experts® 

19 state parks. 16 state historical sights. One phone number to 
make reservations and get information on all they have to offer. 

CALL 1-877-CAMP-N-LA OR VISIT WWW.LASTATEPARKS.COM 

http://www.pahaque.com
http://WWW.LASTATEPARKS.COM
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Paha Que Promontory™ Tent Has Two Rooms, Sleeps Eight 

I t's big! It has two separate but 
connected rooms under one 

roof. It's the all-new Promontory 
Tent, made by Paha Que 
Wilderness, the family camping 
experts. 

With everything from gear 
hammocks and attics, three 
doors and two windows, to a 
removable room divider with 
built-in zippered door and no-
see-um mesh roof, this is the 
ideal family camping tent. 

The Promontory1 M has a generous peak height ol 7' and a 
12'xlO' footprint that divides into two lull-size 6'xlO' rooms. 
Doors on either end offer individual access to each room, and 

the large side door makes entry 
to either room a breeze. 

The top-quality no-see-um 
mesh roof provides a very spe
cial indoor-outdoor feeling, day 
or night, with a rainfly ready to 
be deployed for 100 percent 
water protection if the weather 
changes. The bath-tub style 
floor and fully taped seams 
guarantee waterproof perform
ance. 

As with all Paha Que tents, 
only the very best materials are used, and the end product is 
backed by their Lifetime Guarantee. For more about Paha Que 
tents, visit their web site: www.pahaque.com 

Louisiana's natural bounty 

Louisiana's state parks offer unmatched access to some of the world's most diverse and active ecosystems. Ranging from rich coastal 
estuaries and beaches, across vast primitive cypress and tupelo swamps, over untouched expanses of pine and hardwood forests, 

nature occupies a central role in the storied history of Louisiana. Perhaps more than any other state, Louisiana has been defined by 
the land. 

Louisiana's 36 state parks, historic sites, and preservation 
areas are your doorway to Louisiana's natural bounty. The state 
parks feature first class facilities including comfortable cabins 
and numerous activities, such as canoe trails, fishing, hiking, 
interpretive programs, archaeology, and even concerts. 
Louisiana's historic sites transport visitors to a time of antebel
lum living and the American Civil War, as well as offering a fas
cinating look into ancient Native American history, some of 
which predates the arrival of European settlers by nearly 1,500 
years. 

Louisiana's state parks, historic sites, and arboretum are also 
a vivid reminder that the state's living culture of music, archi
tecture, and food owes its distinctness to the unique geography. 
In fact, most of Louisiana's celebrated cuisine was inspired by 
the abundance of natural resources in the state. Even today, the 
sheer density of wildlife is literally mind-boggling—inland and 
estuarial waters teem with fish, and shrimp, and Louisiana is 
home to North America's primary migratory flyway, with flocks of songbirds and waterfowl darkening the sky. Whether set amongst 
subtropical palmetto-dotted wetlands, along lazy bayous or within stately old-growth forests, Louisiana's state parks delight and 
i n sp i r e . 

The beauty of Louisiana is more subtle than the steep mountains of the West or the rocky coastlines of the Northeast, but per
haps even more fascinating. In this subtleness lies the state park system's greatest gift: the remarkable access to the state's abundance. 
Louisiana has long celebrated the respectful co-existence of man and nature; the result is soul-restoring, inspiring, and life-affirm
ing. To find out more or book your visit to Louisiana's state parks and historic sites call 877-CAMP-N-LA (877-226-7652) or visit 
us online at www.lastateparks.com. 
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patrons with cutting-edge 

exhibits in a big city set

ting. 

Once you've quenched 

your appetite for the 

artistic, shopping and 

dining, the likes of which 

will satisfy any palette, 

await tourists. Texas is 

also home to some of the 

larger and more cosmo

politan cities in the coun

try. With that in mind, 

there is nothing you can 

want to consume that you 

cannot find in Texas in some shape or form. 

Want to get out and get active? Texas gets plenty of sunshine 

and offers the beaches, trails 

and other venues to enjoy it. 

For the golfers out there, 

more than 900 courses 

await; seven of which are 

stops on the PGA TOUR. 

So whether you're a duffer or 

That is miles ol museums, theatres, Big City shopping and 

dining, dude ranches, hiking and culture for a traveler to expe

rience in the largest state in the lower 48. 

To put it plainly, the pause to consider this vast piece of 

Americana should take longer than the decision to plan your 

next trip here. 

You've heard it, visit and you'll know what we mean—Texas 

is like a whole other country. 

The something-for-everyone flavor of Texas can be tasted 

throughout the 

state's 500 cities 

and the mixture 

of cultures that 

have been woven 

into its vibrant 

tapestry of lan

guages, traditions, 

and art forms. 

Texas has a vast 

array of museums, 

ranging from the 

historical, to the archaeological to more traditional forums dis

playing fine art and high-brow culture. Travelers can tour the 

Alamo, learn about the famed Texas Rangers, or explore the rich 

traditions and religious icons in any 

of a number of Spanish missions. 

For those looking for fine art, the 

Dallas Museum of Art and The 

Museum of Fine Art, Houston are 

two of a number of establishments 

throughout the state providing 

thinking of taking your game 

to the next level, Texas has a 

course suited to your handicap. 

We've got all the info; you 

just have to ask. 

It is impossible to sum up 

all that Texas has to offer, but 

we have you covered. In 

order to get a good start on where to go, what to do and where 

to stay, order the Texas State Travel Guide, a 264-page, full-color 

guide jam-packed with information on the state and all it has to 

offer. From the mountains of West Texas to the sandy beaches of 

the Gulf Coast, this guide will provide you with everything you 

need to plan your perfect Texas vacation. 
For your FREE Texas State Travel 

Guide, Accommodations Guide, 
and Texas Highway Map, visit 
www.TravelTex.com or call 
800-8888-TEX ext. 3468. 
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Texas is more than you think 

Two hundred, sixty-seven thousand square miles of beaches, trail 

rides, mountain peaks, and Wild West culture await you in Texas. 

6? 

http://www.TravelTex.com
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Northern Arizona, Grand and Beyond 

F rom the alpine splendor of snow-capped mountains and pine 
forests to the vast landscape of the Navajo Nation and the awesome 

majesty of the magnificent Grand Canyon, Northern Arizona has it all. 
Mountains, meadows, lakes, canyons, deserts—each is within a few 
hours drive of the other, and each oilers unique recreational opportu
nities. Hunt, fish, camp, hike, ski, explore; play tennis or golt; ride-
horses, go four-wheeling or ballooning, take a train excursion into spec
tacular, world-renowned scenery. Bounded only by your imagination, 
this access to adventure, coupled with the region's down-home hospi
tality, is a combination impossible to beat. 

The natural wonder of the 
Grand Canyon 

lake advantage ot innumer
able ways to see the canyon, 
from a quiet hike along the rim 
to a guided tour via mule or a 
wild white-water ride down the 
mighty Colorado. Be swept 
away with the once in a lifetime 

experience of an air tour for an eagle's eye view of the inner gorge and 
the majestic corridors of this Natural Wonder. 
The historic mountain town of Flagstaff 

Flagstaff is situated in the world's largest ponderosa pine forest at the 
base of the San Francisco Peaks. Known for its scenic charms. Flagstaff 
also claims scientific fame. On top of Mars Hill, near downtown 
Flagstaff, sits Lowell Observatory. In 1930, the planet Pluto was discov
ered at Lowell, branding it with world-renowned status. 

The surrealistic landscape of 
Lake Powell 

The crystal-clear waters of 
L-ake Powell touch a landscape 
of multi-colored canyons, peaks 
and buttcs, making it a favorite 
location for Hollywood film
makers. FNplore the lake's end
less side canyons, inlets, and 
coves in your own boat, join a tour or take advantage of rental boats 
that range from power boats to luxury houseboats. Hikers have discov
ered the extraordinary beauty of magical slot canyons on neighboring 
Native American land. 
The scenic town ofSedona 

Highway 89A through Oak Creek 
Canyon was Arizona's first designated 
Scenic Highway and was named by 
Rand-McNally as one of the most 
beautiful drives in America. Here you'll 
find some of the most beautiful hiking 
trails in the country. If you're more-
observer than participant, you might 
prefer an air tour of the area or a wilder
ness train ride through the red rocks of the Verde Canyon. 

For more information, or to plan your visit to Northern Arizona, go 
online to CrandandBcvond.com or call 866-708-8128. 

Want to know where this is? Visit grandandbeyond.com. 

Happy trails await you in Arizona, where every road leads to new adventures. Why not indulge a 
fantasy? For your free travel packet, including an Official State Visitor's Map and Calendar of Events, 
contact the Arizona Office of Tourism toll-free at 866-708-8128. o 

NORTHERN ARIZONA 
GRAND AND BEYOND 

http://CrandandBcvond.com
http://grandandbeyond.com
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Discover the spirit and charm of South Carolina's Olde English District 

Get off the Interstate and travel the back roads to discover the spirit and charm of the true South 
—in South Carolina's Olde English District. Come visit and celebrate the 225th anniversary 

of the American Revolution in the South. Find statewide events at www.southcarolinarevwar.com 
Explore the southern roots of patriotism by visiting sites that helped establish America's inde

pendence during the Revolutionary War. The Olde English District, bisected by 1-77, is a seven-
county region in upper South Carolina between Charlotte and Columbia. In addition to the 
Revolutionary War history, you'll find a wealth of African-American historical sites, Civil War his
tory, genealogy information, and antique shops. 

For travel guides or more information, visit the web site at www.sctravel.net, or call toll-tree at 
800-968-5909. 

View ice falls at Kennicott Glacier Lodge 

T ake an adventure into the heart of Wrangell-St. Elias National Park to Kennicott 
Glacier Lodge. The lodge, which is located in the abandoned ghost town of 

Kennicott, a National Historic Landmark, is perfectly suited for exploring this once-
bustling town at the center of the world's richest deposit of copper ore. 

From the spacious front deck at the lodge, you'll see a river of ice moving down the 
valley—the Kennicott Glacier. Explore the glacier on a guided glacier walk, learn some 
of the basics of ice climbing, or take a flight-seeing trip and get an up-close look at the 
giant icefalls. 

The Kennicott Glacier Lodge features comfortable accommodations and family style 
wilderness gourmet dining. For reservations, call 800-582-5128. For more information, visit the web site at www.kennicottlodge.com. 

COLLEGE of the 

HUMANITIES 
and SCIENCES 

is a great books, great ideas, great conversations, distance learning 
college that offers undergraduate and graduate education in the 
humanities with concentrations in imaginative literature, natural 
sciences, philosophy and religion, and social science. The College 
of the Humanities and Sciences promotes student-faculty 
scholarship through research, discussion, and the development of 
collaborative publications. The College of the Humanities and 
Sciences is Accredited by the Accrediting Commission of the 
Distance Education and Training Council. 

LEARN MORE AT WWW.CHUMSCI.EDU OR 1.877.248.6724 

Discover the 
Revolutionary War Trail 

including 4 National Parks 

Olde English District South Carolina 

1.800.968.5909 
w w w . s c t r a v e l . n e t 

South Carolina 
imtUmg torn am^fUfttom 
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Exploring history 

S taring down a path, peering into a 
majestic environment leading into one 

America's many beautiful national parks, 
allows the mind to journey back through 
history to see this land during the time of 
its ancestors. A time in our nation's histo
ry before skyscrapers or jet airplanes, 
when buffalo were found roaming 
throughout the west, a time before Mt. 
Rush more when our forefathers were 
building the foundation for our constitu
tion. 

The College of the Humanities and 
Sciences provides an opportunity for its 
students to take a journey of the mind 
through a collaborative learning environ
ment focused on education programs in 
natural sciences, imaginative literature, 
philosophy and religion, and social sci
ences. 

Travel the world through your mind's 
eye and experience historic destinations 
throughout time with the College of the 
Humanities and Sciences. 

Begin your journey today by logging 
onto the web at www.chumsci.edu, or 
calling 877-248-6724. 

Discover history and natural beauty 

For more than 400 years, the natural 
wonders and historic sites of the chain 

of barrier islands known as The Outer 
Banks of North Carolina have welcomed 
and inspired visitors from all over the 
world. 

Nature lovers and outdoor enthusiasts 
will find paradise here. Well-known as the 
birthplace of flight, this destination offers 
six parks and wildlife areas, including: 
Cape Hatteras National Seashore, the 
nation's first national seashore; Pea Island 
National Wildlife Refuge, an enclave for 
some of the country's best bird watching 
and wildlife viewing; Alligator River 
National Wildlife Refuge, home to more 
than 200 species of birds; and Nags Head Woods Ecological Preserve, one of the best 
remaining examples of a mid-Atlantic maritime forest with deciduous 
hardwoods. 

Between the stunning natural beauty and the rich history, a visit to The Outer 
Banks of North Carolina is a trip that will stay with you for a lifetime. 

For your free Outer Banks Travel Guide and Getaway Card call 877-OBX-4FUN 
or visit www.outerbanks.org. 

FOR YEARS, IT'S BEEN A POWERFUL BEACON. 
ESPECIALLY FOR VISITORS. 

Adventure awaits you and your family in a land blessed by natural 
beauty and steeped in history. For your free Outer Banks Travel Guide 
and Getaway Card call 1-877-OBX-4FUN or visit outerbanks.org. 

D u d • Southern Shores • Kittj Hawk • Kill Devil Hills 

Sags Head • Roanoke Island * Hatteras Island 

2&Outerfiati^ 
> l l l l l DUAHI M i l l rAKI >l m m 

outerbanks.org 
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America's history often ingrained in its National Parks 

P rom fur trappers and homesteaders settling Jackson Hole in Wyoming's Grand Teton, to prehistoric fossils known the world over 
discovered in the South Dakota Badlands, America's national parks offer enticing alternatives for history buff explorations. 

Visit Castolon, a late 1800s Anglo-Mexican village in Texas' Big Bend 
National Park—with its nearby historic trading post, La Harmonia 
Company, used as cavalry barracks during the 1910 Mexican Revolution. 
Venture into Michigan's Isle Royale National Park's shipping, fishing, and 
mining legacies by exploring the 1855 Rock Harbor Light House and the 
1882 Passage Island Light House. Or, explore the history or the park's 
many passenger and freight shipwrecks, one dating as far back as 1885. 
Whatever your interest, whatever your passion—you'll find Forever 
Resorts' comfortable accommodations great places from which to initiate 
your family's historic expeditions. 

Visit www.forevcrlodging.com to plan your next trip. Remains of adobe house; Castolon, Big Bend National Park 

Plan an unforgettable trip to Yellowstone National Park 

With a little planning you can make the most of your visit, escape the crowds, and find yourself wanting to 
return again and again. 

Spend less time on the road and see more of the local area by arranging to stay in two or three different 
locations in the park as bases. Allow yourself at least a week in the park. Sample some hydrothermal areas a 
bit off the beaten track, such as Lone Star Geyser. Climb through a garden of wildflowers to see spawning 
trout at Trout Lake. Take your binoculars to Lamar Valley and stop to scan the hillsides for wolves. 

Find all of this and much more with the comprehensive, prize-winning guidebook, Yellowstone Treasures: The 
Traveler's Companion to the National Park. Start your trip with a visit to www.yellowstonetreasures.com. 

Spend the night. 
Discover the unique history, 
heritage and secrets of 
America's undiscovered 
National Parks. Forever 
Resorts hosts thousands of 
visitors each year in extraordinary 
historic sites across America. 

Lodging | Dining | Shopping | Touring 

www.ForeverLodging.com 
Badlands, SD | Big Bend, TX | Blue Ridge Parkway, NC & VA | Isle Royale, Ml 
Mammoth Cave, KY | Grand Tetons, WY | Olympic, WA | Rocky Mountain, CO 

v E R i 

Forever Resorts is an Authorized Concessioner of the National Park Service 

For information 
on advertising opportunit ies, 
please contact: 

Ascend Media, LLC 
11600 College Boulevard 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
phone: 913.469.1110 
fax: 913.469.0806 
e-mail: adsales@ascendmedia.com 
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Mabry Gnsl Mill. 1905. Blue Ridge Parkway 
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Maine Windjammer passengers enjoy life at sea 

E very week on Penobscot 
Bay, off Maine's spec

tacular granite coast, the 14 
tall ships in the Maine 
Windjammer Association 
provide cruises that trans
port passengers back to the 
golden age of sailing where 
deadlines and itineraries 
take a back seat to relax
ation and beauty. Most of 
the windjammers are turn-
of-the-century wooden 
cargo schooners that have 
been retrofitted to carry 
passengers. Together, they represent the country's largest fleet 
of historic sailing ships. 

Each day, you sail past lighthouses and lobstermen, 
through narrow channels and across great bays. Every 
evening, your windjammer drops anchor in the safe, snug har

bor of a quiet fishing vil
lage, a bustling waterfront, 
a cove below the cliffs of 
Acadia National Park or 
an island inhabited solely 
by nesting eagles and 
terns. Guests are invited to 
participate in all ship
board activities, from tak
ing a turn at the wheel to 
raising and lowering sails. 
The 14 ships in the Maine 
Windjammer Association 
have a well-earned reputa
tion for outstanding sail

ing adventures and delicious down-home cooking. One night 
everyone goes ashore for a traditional island lobster bake. 

Prices for three- to six-day cruises range from S395 to $915 
per person. For more information, call 800-807-WIND or 
visit www.sailmainecoast.com. 

Sierra Trading Post® 

Since 1986 Sierra Trading Post" has been selling overstock and closeout name 
brand clothing, outdoor gear, footwear and home decor items. 

They carry more than 700 
brands, including Columbia 
Sportswear, Carhartt, Dansko, 
Patagonia, Kelty, Merrell, New 
Balance, The NorthFace, and 
Vasque, just to name a few. Prices are 
often 35-70 percent below retail, 
and the company offers a 100 per
cent satisfaction guarantee. Because 
they sell closeouts and overstocks, 
inventory can be limited and the 
best products often sell out quickly. 

Products are available online at 
www.SierraTradingPost.com, by catalog (800-713-4534) or at three retail 
outlets located in Wyoming and Nevada. 

If you are looking for great deals on top name brands. Sierra Trading Post 
should certainly be on your short list. 

SAVE 35-70% 
on Famous Name Brands 

SIERRA 
TKADINQ ?03T 

Your In-Home Outlet Mall 

Merrell, Lowe Alpine 

Ex Officio, Dansko 

Sportif USA 

and more! 
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Haywood County: The center of it all 

Adventure from soft to extreme is right here, next to a collection of America's most 
visited national parks. Haywood is the Gateway to the Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park with the Blue Ridge Parkway following the southern county line. 
Vacationers looking for a spectacular scenic drive, wildlife watching, wildflower hikes, 
fly-fishing, golf and more can find it any time of the year. 

Getting to the Maggie Valley, Waynesville, Canton, and Clyde area is no problem. 
It's a convenient stop off Interstate 40, which runs right through the county and con
nects with Interstates 26, 75, 77 and 95. A slower, prettier route with discoveries along 
the way is the Blue Ridge Parkway—46 miles of it wind along the county line. Or for 
the rugged at heart, both the Appalachian Trail and the North Carolina Mountains-to-
Sea-Trail stop off here. 

The Maggie Valley itself is a perfect place for children and families. From craft fes
tivals and family fishing tournaments to clogging championships and terrific country 
music, from horseback riding to great tubing and snow skiing, Maggie Valley is ready 
made for family vacationing. With cozy rental cabins and charming brookside motels, 
Maggie Valley has held on to its unique personality. 

Fine arts and crafts are a part of this region's history and the town of Waynesville is 
at the heart of the arts community. Take a walk down Main Street and see it all, from 
traditional to contemporary, including gourmet coffee shops and light airy galleries, 
old-fashioned newsstands and a genuine country store. Spend a morning on Main, an 
afternoon in the mountains and an evening of elegant dining and arts—there is a 
European village atmosphere in Waynesville that makes it a getaway of a different kind. 

History comes alive in a number of locations in the area as museums celebrate every
thing from Civil War history to motorcycle history. Authentic Appalachian heritage is 
also alive and well here, thriving in farmer's markets in Waynesville, Canton, and 
Maggie Valley. Fresh produce and flowers from the surrounding countryside can be 
found, in many locations driving home the tastes and fragrances of this unique area. 
Families will enjoy live outdoor bluegrass music all summer long in Maggie Valley, 
Waynesville and Canton, when the sounds of guitar, fiddle, and banjo float on the 
mountain air. 

Destination relaxation, destination arts, destination family, destination honeymoon, 
destination outdoors, Haywood County is a world away, yet visiting is like coming 
home. Whether you're planning a weekend or a retirement, you'll find Haywood a 
heavenly destination. 

For a free visitor's guide with a map and lodging information, call 800-334-9036 or 
go to www.smokeymountains.net. 

Civil War history and 
more in Springfield, M0 

Leap back in history at one of the 
nation's most pristine Civil War battle

fields—Wilson's Creek National 
Battlefield—where the first major battle 
west of the Mississippi took place and the 
first Union general died in combat. While 
Missouri ranks third among states with 
the most Civil War engagements, the bat
tle at Wilson's Creek was the largest and 
most pivotal in Missouri. You can also 
visit the original and biggest Bass Pro 
Shops Outdoor World", Wonders of 
Wildlife, Cardinals Double-A Minor 
League Baseball and much more. 

Contact Springfield, Missouri, today 
for a free visitor's guide at 800-678-8767 
or www.Visit-Springfield.com. 

Glacier Bay Lodge Sc Tours: Easy to reach, hard to forget 
rnhe fastest recorded glacier retreat in history, a glacier 4,000 feet thick and 
•*• extending more than 100 miles has withdrawn to reveal one of Alaska's most 

pristine wilderness areas—Glacier Bay National Park. As your one source of 
tours, activities, and lodging in Glacier Bay, we can help you discover all the 
majesty of this crown jewel of our national parks. 

Stay in a cozy elegance at Glacier Bay Lodge, a convenient home-base for 
your Glacier Bay adventure. Board a heated high speed catamaran and travel to 
amazing tidewater glaciers as you enjoy a National Park Service ranger-led 
interpretive program about wildlife and history. See abundant wildlife includ
ing humpback and killer whales, sea lions, otters, rare birds, and bears. Enjoy 
whale watching, kayaking, hiking, fishing, flight seeing, and more. 

For reservations and information call 888-229-8687 or visit us at 
www.visitglacierbay.com. 
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Tracing the trail of 
Lewis and Clark 

Sunrise Tours has been offering its 
"Tracing the Trail of Lewis and Clark" 

historical tour for five years, and the pop
ularity of the excursion has increased 
steadily. In 2004, travelers from 14 states 
joined Sunrise Tours on a trek from St. 
Louis to the coast of Oregon. 

Besides deluxe motorcoach transporta
tion, outstanding accommodations, two 
meals per day and admission to all attrac
tions, the tour features commentary by 
noted Lewis and Clark historian Jerry 
Garrett, a main component of the trip's 
success. 

One traveler from Jamaica, New York 
wrote, "Everything from the selected 
sites, to the lectures, to the comfort of the 
bus (and wonderful driver), to the hotels 
we stayed in...was exceptional." 

Visit www.travelsunrise.com or call 
800-881-8804. 

Experience the majesty of Alaska by train 

T he best way to see 
Alaska is on the 

Railroad, and two of 
America's most beloved 
national parks anchor 
the Railroad's 500-mile 
scenic route. The won
ders of Kenai Fjords 
National Park exempli

fy' the richness of Alaska's maritime ecology and to the north, Denali National Park 
symbolizes nature's diversity and majesty featuring Mt. McKinley, North America's 
highest peak. You'll see this and more of our great and vast land through panoramic 
windows, all underscored by historical narratives of lifelong Alaskan conductors and 
tour guides. The Alaska Railroad has several new features planned for 2005 including 
an Arctic Circle to Glacier Bay National Park travel package and the addition of new 
luxury railcars featuring GoldStar Service on the Denali Star. Daily summer train 
adventures to Anchorage, Talkeetna, Fairbanks, Whittier, and Seward. Find more 
information or download the 2005 Scenic Railtours brochure at 
www.AlaskaRailroad.com. Call 800-544-0552 or 907-265-2494. 

Montana's historic Izaak Walton Inn 

Built in 1939 by the Great Northern Railway 
this historic Inn is located on the southern 

tip of Glacier National Park, west of the 
Continental Divide in the Rocky Mountains of 
Montana. Snuggled between Glacier National 
Park and the Great Bear Wilderness, the Inn 
offers a cozy base from which to explore our 
unspoiled surroundings and the perfect back
drop for your Montana vacation. Hiking, white-
water rafting, fishing, snowshoeing and cross country skiing are among the many out
door activities enjoyed here as services into Glacier National Park. 

The Inn owes its existence to the Great Northern Railroad, so it is natural that 
trains are central to the Izaak Walton experience. The Izaak Walton offers renovated 
Caboose Cabin accommodations in addition to the hotel. Each Caboose Cabin is heat

ed and contains a full kitchen and bath. Amtrak 
serves the Inn twice a day with guests arriving 
and departing from the only flagstop on the 
Amtrak Empire 
Builder line. 

The Izaak 
Walton Inn is 
located in Essex, 
Montana, just 
off Highway 2, 

halfway between East and West Glacier. For more infor
mation, please contact us at www.izaakwaltoninn.com, 
stay@izaakwaltoninn.com or 406-888-5700. 
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>kartchner Caverns 
State Park tertect Peaks 

Perfect Vacation Weeks 

This historic inn is located on the southern 
tip of Glacier National Barh, 'Built in 

{<)5a % hhe Great Northern 'Ritilwau, the 
inn is servicedhu Amtraf near round. 

The Cahoose Cabin 
for a SpecialStau 

290 Izaak Walton Inn Road • Essex. MT 59916 
(406) 888-5700 phone • (406) 888-5200 fax 

svww.izaakwaltoninn.com 
stay@izaakwaltoninn.com 

GLAOERJJAY 
L O D G E 4 T O U R S 

A L A S K A 

SCENIC RAIL TOURS 
CUSTOMIZED ITINERARIES 

w w w . A l a s k a R a i l r o a d . c o m 
(907) 265-2494 1-800-544-0552 

Til (907) 265-2620 

I 

* 1-800-987-6773 <? 
Gracious hospitality and fine dining in the 
heart of the Wrangell-St. Elias National Park. 
Historic mines, spectacular glaciers, 
flightseeing, rafting. 
www.KennicottLodge.com 
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MAGGIE VALLEY & WAYNESVILLE, NC 
CAROLINA'S GATEWAY TO THE SMOKIES 

FOR YOUR FREE BEAUTIFUL VACATION GUIDE 
CALL 866-393-4117 
www.smokeymountains.net 

Join us on Main Street Kennicott 
to step back in time and into adventure. 

THE BEST W $ T O SEE 

- A L A S K A -
IS ON THE 

RAILROAD. 
Magnificent glaciers. Amazing wildlife. Spectacular 

scenery. It all comes to life for you on an 

unforgettable Glacier Bay Tour. Glacier Bay 

Lodge & Tours is your source tor Glacier and Whale 

Watching Tours, as well as lodging - the only 

overnight lodging accommodations within Glacier 

Bay National Park - flightseeing, kayaking and 

dining. Easy to reach from Juneau by air or ferry. 

ARAMARKrHuna Totem JV is an authorized concessioner ot the 
National Park Service ARA598 

For Reservations 4 Information Call: 

1 -888 -BAY-TOUR 
2 2 9 - 8 6 8 7 

www.visitglacierbay.com 
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mailto:stay@izaakwaltoninn.com
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TRACING THE TRAIL OF 

LEWIS* 
• CLARK 

.Re t race the steps of an epic 
krjourney^that "f i red the imagi -

h^icTnjpf.the American people -
• nade them feel the full / 

/eepjof the continent on '.' 
W^whictTtheyl ived" WW-

Wm Travel f rom St. Louis to the 
r* Oregon coast on this vacation 
•—of a lifetime andt incover the 
flfcp^ ^xplorefrTn you.-fft 
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(314)781-6655 CUNRISE 
(800)881-8804 ^ TOURS 

WWW.TRAVELSUNRISE.COM 

Optional length hikes daily 

Choice of moderate or more strenuous 

Basing weekly in charming 

mountain villages 

2 -week . 10-day and 1-week 

trips offered 

Call for free color brochure 

888-478-4004 
www.swisshiking.com 

SWISS ALPS 
n n v • • • • * • • • * * -

• Wilson's Creek National Battlefield 

• General Sweeny's Museum 

of Civil War History 

• Biiss Pro Shops® Outdoor World® 

-The original and biggest-

• and much more. 

1-800-678-8767 
www. visit-springfield.com 

SPRINGFIELD 

GET TING LOST IN M0UN1AINS 

MAY RESULTS CONVERSATION. 

Enjoy the mountain air of 
Townsend, Tennessee. 
For a free brochure call 
1-800-525-6834. Or visit 

smokymountains.org 

'peaceful \ 
s ide 2! the, . 

5mokies 

/ / / Classic Windjammers offer 3-6 day cruises 
l" off the Maine coast. Great sailing by day, 

snug harbors at night. Delicious meals; a Downeast 
lobster bake, too. Sail from Camden, Rockport or 
Rockland. From $395. Call for free video. 

1-800-807-WIND 

http://WWW.TRAVELSUNRISE.COM
http://www.swisshiking.com
http://visit-springfield.com
http://smokymountains.org


What Lies Beneath? 

Drawing tourists since the 1800s, one of the world's longest and most 
complex cave systems rests under rolling hills of mixed-grass prairie and 
ponderosa pine forest like a well-kept secret. 

Famous for its unique display of "boxwork," an unusual formation resembling honeycombs, this cave was 
declared a national park by President Theodore Roosevelt in 1903. Above ground, the park's 28,295 acres 
of wide-open prairie and dense forest are home to native wildlife such as coyotes and prairie dogs. Bison, 
elk, and pronghorn were introduced nearly a century ago when the area was made a national game pre
serve. Have you visited this park? See below for the answer. 

Q. T. LUONC'TtRRA GALLERIA 
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rF'.EE 3tfi-for Assocjsriforj jyJsiijb&rs f« $20.00 

A floor lamp that spreads 
sunshine all over 
a room, and pays ^ 
for itself! 

CALL TODAY 
AND RECEIVE 

FREE SHIPPING' 

The Balanced Spectrum' floor lamp combines the benefits 

of natural daylight indoors with a savings 

of $51 over the life of one bulb!' 

Ever since the first human went into a dark cave and 
built a fire, people have realized the importance of 
proper indoor lighting. Unfortunately, since Edison 
invented the light hulh, lighting technology has 
remained relatively prehistoric. Modern light fix
tures do little to combat many symptoms of 
improper lighting, such as eyestrain, dryness or 
burning. As more and more of us spend longer 
hours in front of a computer monitor, the results are 
compounded. And the effects of indoor lighting are 
not necessarily limited to physical well-being. Many 
people believe that the quantity and quality of light 
can play a part in one's mood and work perform
ance. Now there's a better way to bring the positive 
benefits of natural sunlight indoors. 

SAVE SSI over the life 
of one Balanced 
Spectrum' bulb!" 
A 150-watt incandescent bulb 
uses $0.01 3 per hour in energy 
cost. The Balanced Spectrum' 
bulb uses an average of 7 0 % 
less energy which saves you 
$0,009 per hour. Based on 
5,000 hours bulb life, the 
Balanced Spectrum' bulb will 
save $ 4 6 in energy cost. Plus, 
because the Balanced Spectrum* 
bulb lasts 10 times longer than 
an incandescent bulb priced 
at an average of $0.50, an 
additional $5 savings is realized. 

"Source "Lighting the Way to Energy Sayings". 1999 
The Balanced Spectrum* floor lamp will change the 
way you see and feel about your living or work 
spaces. Studies show that sunshine can lift your mood and your energy levels. 
But as we all know the sun, unfortunately, does not always shine. So to bring 
the benefits of natural daylight indoors, use the floor lamp that simulates the 
full spectrum of daylight. You will see with more clarity and enjoyment as 
this lamp provides sharp visibility for close tasks and reduces eyestrain. 

Its 27-watt compact bulb is the equivalent to a 150-watt ordinary light bulb. 
This makes it perfect for activities such as reading, writing, sewing, needle
point, and especially for aging eyes. 

We've looked at lots of lights, but this one offers the benefit of dual 
light levels of 27 and 18 watts of power equivalent to 150-and 100-
watt incandescent bulbs. This lamp has a flexible gooseneck design for 
maximum efficiency, with an "Instant On" switch that is flicker-free. The 
high-tech electronics, user-friendly design, and bulb that lasts 10 times 
longer than an ordinary hulh make this lamp a must-have. 

Height as shown: 50" 

"/ sit in my Comfortable chair after my husband 
has gone to bed, and I turn that lamp on. It 
makes it so nice because it's like daylight over 
my chair... I don't get sore eyes like I used to." 

Grace A. 
Margate, FL 

Try the Balanced Spectrum' floor lamp for the best 
value ever! Now more than ever is the time to add 
sunshine to every room in your home at this fantastic low 
price! The Balanced Spectrum* floor lamp comes with a 
1-year manufacturer's limited warranty and/irsfSTREET's 
exclusive guarantee. Try this product for 90 days and return 
it for the product purchase price if not completely satisfied. 

Balanced Spectrum* floor lamp 
Item* 7T-3589 was $59.95 
' S a v e $ 1 0 with mail-in rebate 
Only $49.95 e a + S&H after rebate 
'Special FREE shipping offer when you order 
two or more Balanced Spectrum floor lamps. 
'Free shipping within Continental U.S. Only. 

FREE gift pack—a $20.00 value! 
• $20 Coupon off vour next purchase 
• Free 6-month subscription to firsts mil i 

monthlv product review magazine. 
Mease mention promotional code 29406. 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 

800-413-9273 
lb order by mail, please call for details 

Special Offer for Phone Orders Only 

firstSTRHET 
J SEE IT H E R E F I R S T 

Formerly TechnoScout 
1998 Ruffin Mill Road • Colonial Heights,VA 23834 

All rights reserved. © 2005 frrsfSTREET. Inc. 



You can spend three times 
as much for a backpack... 
but why? 
At La Crosse Technology, we believe that comfort MU\ enduring 

(|u<ilily under extreme condit ions are not unreasonable 

demands. Tint 's why we've created the XG-50 Backpack. 

l i s extreme gear designed to provide the all-clay comfort 

you demand while delivering all the- features you expect. 

The flexible frame twists and turns with you. Conventional 

backpacks are made- wi th metal tubes and rods that arc- rigid, 

unforg iv ing and ,nM unwanted weight. The XG-30 Backpack 

frame is constructed of high tensile- composites that arc durable 

and flexible...it actually moves wi th you as you walk, bike and 

cl imb. It also features amply-paddec 

shoulder straps, lower back cushion, 

and h ip pads, so you are assured to 

experience- exceptional comfort all 

clay long. Made of tear-proof 

po lyurethane fabric, it's just 2.7 

pounds...a benefit you' l l appreciate 

after many long hours of use-. 

Five zippered compartments keep 
things organized. I he back 

compartment is large enough for 

raingcar <ind a change of clothes. 

The two side pouches arc- a perfc-c I 

si/c- for gloves, wool socks, cell phone, sunglasses or other necessary 

gear. The cover flap divides into two sections that arc- ideal for snacks 

or other food. The- overall dimensions are 12" x 19" x 6", so it's 

large enough for al l-day excursions. 

Purchase today and receive a free travel pack! The Travel Pack by 

la Crosse Technology is perfect lor hikes, bike rides, walks...you name it! 

At just under I pound, it's l ightweight but heavy in features you'l l 

appreciate. It includes two dishwasher-safe beverage- bottles made of 

unbreakable- a luminum, that won't absorb the flavors ol your beverages 

for a fresh-tasting dr ink every time. Amplc-si/.cd compartment is 

large enough for keys, cell phone, wallet 

and other necessities. Dimensions are 

65 " x 7" x 2.5". A 519.95 value- is yours 

l-'RKK wi th the purchase of our XG-50 

Backpack! Try this oi ler for 50 clays 

risk-free. If you are not satisfied for 

any reason, return it for a ful l refund 

of the pure hase price. 

• Great for hiking or day trips 

• Ergonomic padding for 
maximum comfort 

• Water-reristant 

• Light-reflective strips for 
nighttime safety 

• More features for less money 
than other backpacks 

La Crosse XG-30 Backpack 
S7#r9TT S49.95 + S&H 

La Crosse Travel Pack 
.SlfeOtT FREE! 
Promotional Code XGB-Z101 

Please mention this when you call. 

888-437-4211 
www.InnovativeHomeProducts.com 

INNOVATIVE 
H O M E P R O D U C T S 

http://www.InnovativeHomeProducts.com

