
THE M A G A Z I N E OF THE N A T I O N A L P A R K S C O N S E R V A T I O N A S S O C I A T I O N SPRING 2007 
• $2.95 

PARKS 
Hunting and Fishing 
in Alaska's Park Units 

A Cultural 

PETRJFIED FOREST: GROWING PAINS EXPLORING UTAH VOLUNTEERING IN THE PARKS 

Vfcg&& 



W h e n exercise is a pleasure, fitness is easy. 
Swim or exercise against a smooth current adjustable to any speed in a unique pool measuring 
only 8' x 15'. The compact size makes the dream of pool ownership practical in small spaces. 
The Endless Pool® is simple to maintain, economical to run, and easy to install inside or out. 
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Frozen in T ime 
Several national park units 
along the northwestern coast 
of Alaska preserve a hunting 
and fishing culture that con
nects the people to the land. 
By Dan O'Neill 
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watching for seals in Nome, 1911-1933. 
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NATURAL ELEMENTS COMBINE 
in the Great Smoky Mountains to 
create a blue-tinted landscape. 

President's Outlook 

Editor 's No te 

Let te rs 

Trail M i x 
An interview with new Park 
Service Director Mary Bomar, 
telling the story of WWII 
Japanese internment camps, 
Frederick Douglass's home 
refurbished, and a monument 
to Cesar Chavez in the works 

Park Mys te r i es 
What makes the 
Smokies smoky? 

Rare & Endangered 
The black-tailed prairie 
dogs of Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park 

Forum 
President Gerald Ford's speech 
at Yellowstone, August 1976 

Historic 
Travel Planner 
A special advertising 
section to help plan 
your next vacation 

Historic Highlights 
Saugus Iron Works National 
Historic Site in Massachusetts 

Aper tu re 

Inspired to plan a volunteer vacation? 

Read about the experiences of NPCA's own legislative 

representative, Alan Spears, who spent a week at Haleakala 

National Park in Hawaii: www.npca.org/magazine/2007/spring. 
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National Parks: 
A National Priority 

R eturning the national parks to 
their former glory should be a na
tional priority. With less than ten 

years until the 100th anniversary of the 
National Park System, the Administra
tion has proposed, and Congress is now 
debating, a budget that could go a long 
way toward accomplishing this. 

The Administration's budget pro
posal includes a laudable $258-million 
increase to national park operations 
and appropriately launches the National 
Parks Centennial Initiative, announced by Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne last August. 

It also includes a challenge to philanthropists, encouraging them to increase their invest
ments in the national parks by offering a SlOO-million annual match program. The details of 
the match must be designed to ensure that this additional philanthropic support is not merely 
supplanting federal support for the parks — a precedent we all want to avoid. 

Chronic funding shortfalls are the most pervasive threat to the national parks. For more 
than a decade, NPCA, its conservation allies, and congressional leaders from both parties 
have highlighted the need for increased national park funding. On average, national parks 
operate with only two-thirds of the money needed to cover annual operating expenses. Bud
get shortfalls of more than $800 million annually have led to a shortage of rangers, neglected 
trails, and dirty and deteriorating visitor facilities. The backlog of maintenance and preserva
tion needs exceeds several billion dollars. 

The national parks represent America's heritage, and the broad support they receive on 
Capitol Hill is reflected throughout the country. In February, we launched a new campaign— 
called Make National Parks a National Priority—to encourage Congress to support the in
creased funding for the national parks. We asked our members and other park advocates to 
sign a petition seeking congressional support and more than 50,000 people responded. In 
addition, we delivered a letter signed by more than 100 prominent americans—including 
former President Jimmy Carter, actor Robert Redford, and scientist E.O. Wilson—seeking 
the support of Congress for an historic increase in the national parks budget. 

Although the funding increase is far from being approved, the Administration's proposal is 
an important step to putting our national parks on the road to recovery, not just for this year or 
the next, but also for the park system's centennial and beyond. Accordingly, we urge members 
of Congress and the President to engage in a sustained effort between now and the centennial 
of the National Park System in 2016 to provide the resources necessary to protect our national 
inheritance and to ensure that our society receives the full benefit of our national parks for gen
erations to come. The American people and our national parks deserve nothing less. 

THOMAS C. KIERNAN 
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E D I T O R ' S I M O T I 

Making Connections 

M ost of us consider ourselves lucky if we're able to spend a 
few days each year within the boundaries of a national 
park. But the feature articles in this issue reveal the many 

ways in which the parks are much more than vacation destinations. 
As you turn the pages, you'll meet people whose lives are intimately 
connected to these special places. 

At Petrified Forest National Park in Arizona, several ranchers are 
poised to sell their land to the federal government so the park might 
be expanded—but their lives are on hold until Congress allocates the 
funding. In Alaska's national parks, Native people continue to hunt 
and fish just as they have for centuries, thanks to legislation that recog
nizes that their ties to the land must not be severed. At Apostle Islands 
and dozens of other parks, thousands of volunteers spends days, weeks, 
and even months working hard to improve the visitor experience for 
people they'll never meet—changing their own lives in the process. 

Even if you've only got the time to devote a few hours to the 
parks, you're in luck. April 22 marks Earth Day, and the beginning of 
National Parks Week. Soon, dozens of parks will offer public events 
and volunteer opportunities that are sure to strengthen Americans' 
connections to the historical sites and natural landscapes that belong to 
all of us. Want more details? Visit www.nps.gov/npweek to see how you 
can weave the parks into your life. 
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W H O W E A R E 
Established in 1919, the National Parks 

Conservation Association is America's 

only private, nonprofit advocacy or

ganization dedicated solely to protect

ing, preserving, and enhancing the U.S. 

National Park System. 

W H A T W E DO 
NPCA protects national parks by 

identifying problems and generating 

support to resolve them. 

W H A T W E S T A N D FOR 
The mission of NPCA is to protect and 

enhance America's National Park Sys

tem for present and future generations. 

E D I T O R I A L M I S S I O N 
National Parks magazine fosters an 

apprecation of the natural and historic 

treasures found in the parks, educates 

readers about the need to preserve 

those resources, and illustrates 

how member contributions drive our 

organization's park-protection efforts. 

The magazine uses the power of imag

ery and language to forge a lasting bond 

between NPCA and its members, while 

inspiring new readers to join the cause. 

M A K E A DIFFERENCE 
Members can help defend America's 

natural and cultural heritage. Activists 

alert Congress and the administration 

to park threats; comment on parkplan-

ning and adjacent land-use decisions; 

assist NPCA in developing partner

ships; and educate the public and the 

media. Please sign up to receive Park 

Lines, our biweekly e-mail newsletter. 

Go to www.npca.org to sign up. 

H O W T O D O N A T E 
For more information on Partners for 

the Parks, contact our Membership 

Department, extension 213. For infor

mation about Trustees for the Parks, 

bequests, planned gifts, and matching 

gifts, call our Development Depart

ment, extension 145 or 146. 

Q U E S T I O N S ? 
If you have any questions about your 

membership, call Member Services 

at 1-800-628-7275. National Parks maga

zine is among a member's chief benefits. 

Of the S25 membership dues, S6 covers a 

one-year subscription to the magazine. 

H O W T O R E A C H U S 
National Parks Conservation 

Association, 1300 19th Street. N.W., 

Suite 300, Washington, DC 20036; by 

phone: 1-800-NAT-PARK; bye-mail: 

npca@npca.org; and www.npca.org. 
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'rVe discovered the "Secret" to a 
smooth sifhouette... 

World's most comfortable 
bra eliminates bra bulge and 
makes you look 10 pounds 
thinner—Bra-vol 

Bulky fabrics, pinching hooks, unsightly seams, back aches, 
bra lines, bad fit—what crazy person invented the conven

tional bra anyway! Tired of dealing everyday with unflattering 
and cumbersome bras, Amanda Kennedy, a former actress and 
model, has finally perfected a comfortable flattering bra for real 
women. It's the end of the line for visible bra lines and the 
dreaded back bulge—two big fashion faux pas. Amanda designed 
the ingenious Sassybax'M, a cure for the most common prob
lems of old fashioned bras. The Sassybax™ seamless stretch mate
rial is made of super smooth microfiber that hugs your body in a 
slimming silhouette. This fiber will make you look sleeker and 
thinner as it smoothes and softens any unsightly back bulges. 

It's amazing that an actress like Amanda 
who spent so much time getting noticed 
invented a product that is meant to be 
invisible. She spent 11 years guest star
ring in such shows as Cheers, Remington 
Steele, Polios and Hort to Hart, but as she 
tiptoed into her 40's, she realized that 
her clothes didn't look so sleek anymore. 

Bromfortable bra accentuated every 
lack bulge is not a woman's 
t's the bra. Amanda poured 
into helping greater womanhood, 

not those few who may be blessed with a 
near perfect shape. Her inspiration came 
from control top panty hose that Amanda 
cut, clipped and formed into her first proto-

•

Then she redesigned a model in the 
soft microfiber that felt like wearing 
ng at all, but still offered excellent 
>rt even when her full figured DD sized 

friends tried it on. Now the fashion world is 
abuzz with Sassybax. It's been raved about by The View, Good 
Morning America, CBS News and FOX News. You may have read 
the great reviews in some prominent publications. The "before 
and after" vidac on Good Morning America was startling. The host 
was quoted assaying with Sassybax, "She's completely line free, 
all the lumps and bumps are gone, she looks terrific." 

These Sassybax stretch bras have no hooks, provide incredible 
comfortable support and most importantly a smooth bulge-free 
silhouette. No more pulling and shifting. Wear even the dingiest 
fabrics with confidence. Sassybax are designed for women 
who prize natural sexiness and uncompromising comfort over 
scratchy push up bras that leave lumps and bumps under body 
skimming tops. Try the Sassybax for 30 days with our in-home 
trial. If you're not convinced your mirror reflects a more sleeker, 

sexier you, just return it to us.* Until now, Sassybax 
was only available in a handful of high end 
luxury boutiques. 

A. Sassybax'" Torso Trim-2 payments of $34.9S or $69.9 0+ S&H 

B. Sassybax'" Bralette-2 payments of 29.<« or $59.9° + S&H 

Available in Black, Nude, and Pink (shown). Sizes S, M, L, XL, IX, 2X 

Please specify top and pants size with color preference when ordering. 

Call to order toll-free. 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

800-617-2278 
Promotional Code SBX2 70-09 Please mention this when you call. 

•w y- 14101 Southcross Drive W., Dcpt. SBX270-09 
]\J p X T T E N Bl"mvilk'' MtaoewBi 3S337 

w w w . n e x t t e n . c o m 

'For our customer's lieultli unit safety, Sassybax may be returned within 60 
days for exchange or merchandise credit only. 

http://www.nextten.com


L E T T E R S 

JOIN THE CLUB 
When I was a kid I designed a 

magazine called The Wild Club— 

my little sister was the sole sub
scriber. It contained 

pictures, stories, and 

puzzles all relating to 

wild animals and the 

environment. I was re

minded of it just now, 

as I finished the article 

in National Parks mag

azine about elk in dan

ger of chronic wasting 

disease because of the 

lack of wolves and easy 

access to food ["The 

Refuge," Winter 2007] 

I have had the good 

luck to visit all the 

parks out West. Now 

I live in Connecticut, 

but I keep an eye on my moun

tains and deserts. Keep up the 

good reporting! We all hope that 

America will eventually choose a 

policy that benefits both politics 

and science. 

KRISTINE KEENAN 
Stamford, CT 

FINDING YOURSELF 

Idevoured the article "The Lost Arch" [Winter 2007], not 

because of the provocative title or because of the dra

matic photo. Because I've had the same experience. I've 

looked for lost arches, rock art, caves, historic inscriptions, 

and even a cinder cone (yes, under tree canopy, it didn't 

even show up on aerial photography.) This article speaks to 

the adventurous spirit in all of us. 

There are plenty of blank places on park maps of any 

acreage. Those blank places contain something that will 

inspire or stun almost any one of us. At a park in the Four 

Corners it may be an arch or an unusual rock formation. 

In a volcanic park it may be a spatter cone. In almost any 

SHORT & SWEET 
Thank you for asking for mem

bers' comments on your maga

zine's new format. The cover of 

the Winter 2007 issue was very 

eye-catching. The table of con

tents laid out the agenda in a 

quick format. The photographs 

are wonderful, and the articles 

are varied and attention-getting. 

I always read your publications 

from beginning to end, as well as 

all literature that you send by e-

mail and surface mail. 

I've also been very encour

aged by the recent e-mails sent 

to us as members, bringing our 

attention to what needs to be 

done to preserve our national 

parks. Awareness is so impor

tant, and you're doing a great job 

educating all of us, including the 

younger generation. Thank you 

and your staff for your vision, 

your hard work, and your efforts 

to improve the future of our na

tional parks. And thank you for 

the great magazine! 

CAROL YOUNG 
Wooster, OH 

Love the new format, especially 

the beautiful pictures of places 

I have been and places I want to 

see. Also love the fact that articles 

are great to read because they are 

succinct—two pages that give 

you the essential facts conveyed 

in a quick, easy-to-read format. 

More and better maps would be 

a help. Looking forward to the 

next issue... 

MARIANNE MCCORMACK 

via e-mail 

Our readers certainly love maps, 

and we '11 try to include even more. 

This issue's articles on Alaska and 

Utah provide a healthy dose of 

cartography. 

-Editors 

SETTING 
THE PACE 
I read the Winter 2007 issue with 

great interest. The article "Open to 

Interpretation" noted the forward 

strides that many national parks 

are making with the availability 

of signs and buses equipped for 

people in wheelchairs. This is very 

commendable. One item which I 

park it could be the fabled water hole. 

For another person it can be a nesting 

warbler, a fossil eroding out of a bank, 

or the glimpse of a rare flowering plant 

high on a ledge. Walking in the foot

steps of explorers and pioneers is every 

bit as inspiring as finding the Lost Faces rock art panel. Look 

for the blank places on your favorite park's map and find that 

which speaks to you. That's a legacy we should all strive to 

preserve. As we near the 100th anniversary of the national 

parks, I hope to read half a dozen articles such as this. 

KEN MABERY, Scottsbluff, NE 
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believe is often overlooked is the 
importance of pacing tour speeds 
to accommodate those with dis
abilities. Granted, people walk 
and talk at different speeds, and 
there are clearly reasons to keep 
the crowds moving along, but 
having helped my parents in their 
final years, I know that walking 
with a cane takes more time. It 
was often difficult to keep pace 
with groups, and many outran us 
a few times. Tour guides should 
coordinate with parks officials to 
gauge times when a slower pace 
might be necessitated and even 
post the average duration of regu
lar tours. That would truly be an 
improvement. 

JAMES A. MARPLES 
Longview, TX 

PICTURES WORTH 
20,000 WORDS 
I am a teacher of 20 second 
graders at Pittsford Elementary 
School, in a low-income school 
district. The students are learn
ing to write letters and I'd just 
introduced them to the nation
al parks during social studies. 
I hope your office staff enjoy 
hearing what my students think 
should be done at the parks. It 
was an important project for my 
kids, who may never even see a 
real park for themselves. 

KAYWINCHEL 
Jonesville, Ml Isaiah Campbell 

CORRECTION: 
The photo of Sequoia and Kings Canyon National Parks on page 68 ["Aper

ture"! should have been credited to Jim Brandenburg/Minden Pictures. 

Send letters to National Parks Magazine, 1300 19th Street, 
NW#300, Washington, DC 20036 

or e-mail npmag@npca.org. Include your name, city, and state. 
Published letters may be edited for length and clarity. 

A T CABELA'S, OUTFITTING YOU IS OUR PRIORITY. 

That 's why wc offer an incredibly comprehensive 

selection of hunting, fishing, camping and outdoor 

gear. All backed by our 100% Satisfaction 

Guarantee. Call today for a free catalog, shop 

online or visit one of our retail stores. 

World's Foremost Outfitter® 

Call 800.857.8007 for a FREE Catalog. Call 
800.581.4420 for store info, or visit cabelas.com 
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A P R I L 2 0 - 2 7 

HOT SPRINGS NATIONAL PARK'S 175TH 

ANNIVERSARY commemorates the protec

tion of 47 hot springs in Arkansas in April 1832, 

making it the first federally protected area to 

eventually become part of the park system 

(predating Yellowstone by 40years). The park 

will host concerts on the Arlington Lawn, a 

tree planting, and a "Walk Through History," 

among other events. For more details, visit 

www.nps.gov/hosp or call 501-620-6715. 

A P R I L 2 2 - 3 0 

NATIONAL PARKS WEEK includes special 

events such as book discussions and junior 

ranger events at Booker T. Washington Na

tional Monument (VA), a March for the Parks 

at both Hopewell Furnace National Historic 

Site (PA) and Homestead National Monu

ment of America (NE), and volunteer events 

throughout the country. For more informa

tion, visit www.nps.gov/npweek. 

M A Y 1 9 - A U G U S T 2 6 

YOSEMITE: Art of an American Icon at the 

Oakland Museum of California, sponsored 

by the Autry National Center. The artwork 

spans several centuries, from baskets craft

ed by native people (below), paintings by 

Albert Bierstadt and Thomas Hill, and pho

tographs from Ansel Adams and Carleton 

Watkins. The museum will also offer nature, 

photography, and environmental programs 

for families and adults. For more details, visit 

www.museumca.org or call 510-238-2200. 

NO DICE AT 
GETTYSBURG 
After 20 months of debate, Pennsylvania Gaming Control 

Board makes the right decision regarding casino proposal 

I n 2004, when Pennsylvania's state 

legislature expanded legalized 

gambling to include slot casinos, 

investors began eyeing property on 

the outskirts of Gettysburg, where 

tourists already gather in great num

bers, and residents of nearby Mary

land might be tempted to cross the 

border and try their luck. 

But community groups and history 

buffs were horrified by the notion of a 

casino within cannon shot of the bat

tlefield where thousands of men gave 

their lives. The National Parks Conser

vation Association joined the National 

Trust for Historic Preservation, the 

Civil War Preservation Trust, along 

with local groups No Casino Gettys

burg and Preservation Pennsylvania 

to put an end to it. 

The 5,000-slot casino would have 

included restaurants, bars, and a 225-

room hotel on a 58-acre site in Adams 

County. Polls revealed that nearly two-thirds of Pennsylvania voters were opposed to the 

idea, and more than half considered the proposal an embarrassment to the common

wealth. But in spite of the opposition, investors were able to gain enough leverage to keep 

the idea alive for more than a year. Finally, in December 2006, the state denied the applica

tion, instead awarding the two licenses to locations in the Poconos and Lehigh Valley. The 

board noted that one of its reasons for denying the application was strong opposition to 

this location as evidenced by public hearings. 

"We commend the control board's decision to deny the application for a license to 

build a casino in the shadow of Gettysburg National Military Park," said NPCA Pennsylva

nia Program Manager Cinda Waldbuesser. "The board clearly understands that a casino 

would be at odds with the family-friendly atmosphere of the town, its unique character, 

and the memory of all those who fought during the battle." —Scott Kirkwood 

NUMBER OF DOLLARS GENERATED for state and local economies 

for every tax dollar invested in the national parks' annual budget, according 

to an economic analysis released by NPCA in December 2006. Parks such 

as Acadia (ME) and Point Reyes (CA) generate economic benefits 

that multiply the government's investment by a factor of 14. For more 

details, visit www.npca.org/park_assets. 
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A HOUSE OF A 
DIFFERENT COLOR 
Frederick Douglass National Historic Site 

undergoes a transformation 

By the t ime Frederick Douglass entered his 70th 

year, he had come qui te a long way. Born into 

s lavery in Mary land in 1818, Douglass escaped 

to f r eedom at the age of 20 and soon rose to p rominence 

as a wr i te r and speaker on the subject of civi l r ights . In 

1872, he moved to Wash ing ton , D.C., whe re he worked 

as a publ isher, bank president , and d ip lomat . 

Douglass was qui te p roud to i l lustrate just h o w far 

he'd come by showcas ing his home and its contents for 

v is i tors to see, and for good reason. The detai ls of his 

dai ly life came into even greater focus w h e n a three-year, 

$2 mi l l ion restorat ion of his h o m e came to a conc lus ion 

in February. The wh i te house on the hill had long been an icon in the Anacost ia ne igh

bo rhood , but the Park Service analysis of paint samples revealed the exter ior had been 

painted a m u d d y earth tone w h e n Douglass resided 

there—a Victor ian palette ref lect ive of his status and 

social rank at the t ime. The Park Service has since 

repainted the house and t r im to match the or ig inal 

shade, hung per iod wal lpaper th roughou t the inte

rior, and refurb ished many of the home's art i facts. 

" W h a t you put in your home really says a lot 

about y o u , " says Jul ie Galonska, the site manager. 

"The fact that Douglass had a cer ta in sty le was ev ident in his house—the fact that he 

selected cer ta in pieces for the desk in his of f ice real ly revealed w h o he was . " Seventy per

cent of the ar t i facts now on d isplay were in the h o m e w h e n Douglass was al ive, and all of 

them—the leather chairs, the checkers set, and the si lver tea service—are more carefu l ly 

preserved since the insta l la t ion of a mode rn heat ing and coo l ing sys tem that mon i to rs 

r o o m cond i t ions every 20 seconds. A n d that m igh t even make the h o m e more temp t i ng 

to tour is ts look ing to get out of the hot, h u m i d cond i t ions that p lague the capital dur ing 

summer mon ths . For more detai ls , v is i t w w w . n p s . g o v / f r d o . —Scott Kirkwood 

E Y E - O P E N E R 

LASTING LIGHT: 125 Years of Grand Canyon Photography has so many vibrant images of the Col

orado River trickling through serene landscapes and pummeling riverboats in a fury of Whitewa

ter, it just might leave water stains on your coffee table. Photographer and author Stephen Trim

ble interviewed more than 20 contemporary landscape photographers to capture 

the adventures (and misadventures) behind the images. You'll find 

historic photos from the 1870s and contemporary photographers 

from National Parks, including David Muench and Jack Dykinga. If 

you've been to the Grand Canyon, these are the images you'd hoped 

to find when you picked up that roll of film at the drugstore. And if 

you've never been to the park, this book might persuade you to plan 

a trip soon. 210 pages, S40, Northland Publishing. 

E C H O E S 

77?/s suit threatens to 

destroy one of the park's 

main attractions—its stark, 

pristine desert beauty. 

NPCA Program Manager DEBORAH DEME0 
quoted in the Pahrump Valley Times in 
January, regarding a lawsuit which would 
allow bulldozers to carve new roads through 
Death Valley National Park and open access 
to off-road vehicles. Earthjustice is repre
senting NPCA and a coalition of conservation 
groups that have filed papers to intervene. 

Are we going to restore the 

Everglades or not? If the 

answer is yes, we will find 

a way and we will find the 

money. And that will require 

new leadership. 

JOHN AD0RNAT0, senior program manager 
for NPCA's Suncoast Regional Office, quoted 
in the Palm Beach Post during a meeting of 
the Everglades Coalition in January. 

[This is] a victory for all who 

cherish our heritage and 

homeland. It is especially grat

ifying to national park visitors, 

NPCA members and friends 

who have called for sufficient 

park funding for decades. 

NPCA Central Valley Program Manager 
LAURA WHITEHOUSE quoted by the Sierra 
Star, in response to the President's 
$2.4 billion budget proposal for 2008, 
which includes the biggest funding increase 
for park operations in history. 
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Q&A 

IN THE 
DIRECTOR'S CHAIR 
National Parks magazine asked the newly appointed 

Park Service Director Mary Bomar what brought her 

to the new position and what she hopes to accomplish 

in the next few years. 

I n July 2006, Fran Mainella announced 

her decision to step down from her post 

as Park Service Director after nearly six 

years of service. President Bush nominat

ed NPS Northeast Regional Director Mary 

Bomar to the post several weeks later, and 

Congress quickly approved the appoint

ment. Bomar is one of only a few career 

employees to rise through the ranks of the 

Park Service and be named to the top posi

tion. Years of work as a civilian employee 

of the Air Force and service at Oklahoma 

City National Memorial, Rocky Mountain 

National Park, and the San Antonio Mis

sions National Historical Park have shaped 

her experience. Born and raised in Britain, 

Bomar made several trips to the national 

parks as a young child, fostering a love 

of history, preservation, and the outdoors 

from an early age. National Parks Editor 

Scott Kirkwood visited her office in the De

partment of Interior to discuss those topics 

and more. 

Tell me about your first experiences 

in the parks. 

A . I was born and raised in Britain, but I have 

a real love of the states, thanks to my won

derful parents who traveled and brought 

me and my three brothers to this country 

when I was a young girl, in the 1950s. We 

came over here on the R.M.S. Samaria, 

on Cunard Lines. It took five days to travel 

from Southampton to New York, and as a 

kid I can still remember seeing the Statue of 

Liberty—I was in awe. My father loved the 

national parks. We saw the Grand Canyon, 

Petrified Forest, and Golden Gate, and even 

traveled along the Mother Road of America, 

Route 66 from Chicago to Los Angeles. 

I was a bit of a tomboy—I loved to ride 

horses, I loved the outdoors, and being an 

English girl coming from a private school, 

wearing a uniform, I felt so much freedom 

coming to the States and seeing these 

amazing landscapes, and so did my broth

ers. England is so small and closed in, but 

America was big and open and I felt tre

mendous freedom here as a child. When I 

went back to England and private school it 

was a much different way of life. 

Q. How did you end up living in the 

United States? 

A . Years later, I met my husband, an Amer

ican, in England—we have three children 

and seven grandchildren and I loved taking 

them to national parks as well. When my 

husband was assigned to Lofton Air Force 

Base in Del Rio, Texas, we left Oxford, and 

I eventually started working for the Park 

Service in Del Rio, at Amistad National 

Recreation Area. 

I'd worked at the Department of Defense 

as a civilian focusing on morale, welfare, 

and recreation for years, and I had a strong 

financial background coming from my 

family's business in England, so I quickly 

moved up to administrative officer. A great 

regional director gave me the opportunity 

to work in many parks to help with person

nel issues, finance issues, and manage

ment of the parks. I spent six weeks at Hub-

bell Trading Post, living on the reservation, 

learning about Native Americans. It was a 

wonderful experience that I will never for

get. It wasn't just about the operations of 

the parks and the landscape—I learned to 

appreciate the cultures, and learn about 

the people. I would go into the office each 

morning and Navajo ladies were weaving 

beautiful rugs, doing terrific interpretative 

programs; I'd hear the Native American 

music in the background, it was like step

ping into a different world. 

I worked at Jean Lafitte, Capulin Vol

cano National Monument, the Santa Fe 

continued on page 12 

NEW PARK SERVICE 

DIRECTOR Mary Bomar at 

Adams National Historical 

Park, Massachusetts. 
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"As a professional restorer of antique 
anil dossil watches for museums, 

including the Smithsonian, I recently 
reviewed the movement and individual 

parts of the Stauer 1779 Skeleton watch. 
I he assembly and the precision of the 
mechanical movement are excellent." 

—George Tliomas 
Towson Watch 

Company 

The Vintage Design of the Stauer 1779 Skeleton Reveals the Precision Inner Workings of a Great Machine. 

W e found our most interesting watch 
in our oldest history book. A trip to 

an antique book store led us to find one 
of the earliest designs of the sought after 
skeleton timepiece. With a 227-year-old 
design, Stauer has brought back the past 
in the intriguing old world geometry of 
the Stauer 1779 Skeleton. See right through 
to the precision parts and hand assembled 
movement and into the heart of the 
unique timepiece. It's like seeing an X-Ray 
inside the handsome gold filled case. 

Beauty is only skin deep but the 
Engineering Goes Right to the Bone. 
Intelligent Collectors of vintage mechanical watches have 
grown bored with mass produced quartz movements. Like 
fine antique car collectors, they look for authenticity, but they 
also want practicality from their tiny machines. Inspired by a 
rare museum piece dating to 1779, we engineered this classic 
with $31,(XX),CXX) worth of precise Swiss built machinery to 
create the intricate gears and levers. So the historians are 
thrilled with the authenticity and the demanding engineers 
are quite impressed with the technical performance. 

See All the Way Through. The crystal on the front 
and the see through exhibition back allow you to observe 
the gold-fused mainspring, escapement, balance wheel 
and many of the 17 rubies work in harmony. The balance 
wheel oscillates at 21,600 times per hour for superb accuracy. 
The crocodile embossed leather strap adjusts from 6 >/2" to 9" 
so it will fit practically any wrist. So give it a little wind and 
the gears roar to life. 

The Time Machine. We took the timepiece to George 
Thomas, a noted historian and watch restorer for museums 
such as the Smithsonian, and he dissected the 110 parts of 

The open exhibition hack allows 
you to further explore the intricate 
movement and fine craftsmanship. 

the vintage movement. He gave the 
"1779" top reviews. "It is possible to build 
it better than the original, and your new 
skeleton requires so little maintenance." 
When we shared the price with him, 
George was stunned. He said that no 
other luxury skeleton can be had for under 
$1000. But we pour our money into the 
watch construction, not into sponsoring 
yacht races and polo matches. We have 
been able to keep the price on this 
collector's limited edition to only three 
payments of $33.00. So you can wear a 
piece of watch making history and still 

keep most of your money in your pocket, not on your wrist. 
This incredible watch has an attractive price and comes with 
an exclusive 30-day in-home trial. If you're not completely 
satisfied with the performance and exquisite detail of this 
fine timepiece, simply return it for a full refund of your 
purchase price. There are only 4,999 in the limited edition, 
so please act quickly. Historical value rarely repeats itself. 

Not Available in Stores 
Call now to take advantage of this limited offer. 

Stauer 1 779 Skeleton Watch • 3 payments of $33 + S&H 

800-935-4635 
Promotional Code SKW179-01 
Please mention this code when you call. 
To order by mail, please call for details. 

Stauer 
l l K N . i l .1, A.I S S l l l . , 1 

14101 Southeross Drive W., Dcpt. SKW179-01 
Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

www.stauer.com 

No Bones About It 

http://llKN.il
http://www.stauer.com
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continued from page W 

National Historic Trails, many parks. It was 

a great four years —a great opportunity to 

really learn about Park Service operations. 

I already had a love for the American land

scape and cultures from my early years in 

America, and that drew me to my husband 

who has the same love of his country. I be

came a citizen in 1977 in Spokane, Wash

ington, and it was a very proud moment 

in my life. 

Q. There have been several media ac

counts of park visitation declining in 

recent years, specifically among chil

dren. Are you worried about that? 

A . No, I'm not, if you want the truth. I think 

it's more important to look at the quality of 

the visitor experience. Some might say vis

itation is down, but let's be honest, we've 

got world events that are taking p lace-

Mount Rainier has had terrible flooding 

and is now closed, and there have been 

hurricanes in the south, extreme weather 

in Alaska. You look at the impact that 9-11 

had on tourism for a while... But as long 

as we're providing a good visitor experi

ence, and as long as we remain relevant in 

the 21st century, we'll get kids to the parks, 

they're the next generation. 

Am I ever concerned? Well, yes, I want 

to be sure the parks are being managed ef

ficiently and effectively, and that they are 

reaching out to people. Today our public 

affairs director told me that our website 

receives more than 1 million hits a day, 

more than any government agency except 

the IRS—and those hits come two weeks 

out of the year—so you can see the dy

namics changing. 

Every chance I get I talk to the young 

people. We have half a million kids going to 

our icon parks every year, so I look for ev

ery opportunity I can to tell kids about the 

National Park Service, and about careers 

in the future. You used to hear it said that 

national parks are the "largest university in 

America." They really are. Every park in this 

country has a different story to tell about 

the history of this country, the people of 

this country, so shame on us if we don't get 

the word out about what we're doing. 

Talk a little bit about the Centen

nial Challenge and what it will really 

mean for the parks. 

A . I'm dying to talk about the Centennial 

Challenge. It comes down to celebrating 

100 years of national parks in 2016 —it's not 

just lighting candles and putting them on a 

cake to celebrate, it's about really getting 

serious. The President gave a mandate to 

Interior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne to call 

on all Americans to enhance our parks 

through cooperation and partnerships so 

future generations can enjoy vibrant parks 

for another century. 

So we're identifying some signature proj

ects, we've put a good plan together, we've 

invited NPCA's president, Tom Kiernan, 

and many other partners to many meetings 

in various venues such as Ellis Island, and 

asked them for their ideas and recommen

dations. President Bush has asked us to go 

out to the American public and seek ideas 

and recommendations, and we have a plan 

to provide the results to the White House by 

May 31, and we'll be talking to the American 

public in meetings throughout the country. 

Q. And what should people expect 

from this effort? 

A . Children will discover science, nature, 

and history; facilities will be open and re

sources will be protected at all 390 parks; 

there will be more "flat hats" out there 

making visitor experiences much more 

rewarding to the visitors. I'm an optimist 

and I'm pretty tenacious, and I've always 

said I'll vigorously seek funding for the 

National Park Service, but I'm also known 

for being accountable. If any partner do

nates money to the Park Service, I'm going 

to go back to them at a later date and tell 

them, "This is what we asked for, this is 

how we spent it, and we've achieved our 

goal." We need to be accountable to our 

donors and to the taxpayers of America. 

The National Park Service has some of the 

finest professionals in the world, and they 

are working hard to make sure they meet 

our mission. So I have one hell of an army 

with me to make sure that happens, NP 

To read even more from the interview, visit 

www.npca.org/magazine/2007/spring. 

Are you interested in joining Director Bomar and NPCA as we work together to ensure 

the parks are restored to their rightful status in time for their centennial in 2016? Read "President's 

Outlook" on page 3, and take a look at the special insert between pages 36 and 37 of this issue. 
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MARY BOMAR and her 
brothers at Grand Canyon 
National Park in 1955. 
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Saddle up with a true legend 
In the long history of classic Hollywood Westerns, nobody rode off into the golden sunset 
with the swagger of the great John Wayne, (her the course of his prolific 50-year career, he 
showed us what it meant to be an American hero. Now you can saddle up once more in 
John Wayne®: An American Legend, a stained-glass panorama that lights up from within. 
Nearly two feet wide, it features long-lasting lights built into the frame. It arrives hilly-
assembled, and will become a distinctive focal point wherever it is displayed, lit or un-lit. 

An exceptional value—with our unconditional guarantee 
The edition is strictly limited, and strong demand is anticipated. Act now to acquire the 
John Wayne®: An American Legend stained-glass panorama at its $135.00* issue price, 
payable in four monthly installments of $3.3.75, and backed by our 365-day money-
back guarantee. Send no money now. Just complete and mail the Reservation 
Application today. O2006BCE oi-oiau-ooi-m — j S E S f e — . 

With the flip of a switch, the 
panorama lights up from within. 

Shown ninth smaller than anual si/c of i f nnk- \ IIV," high. 
IVilh hanging dnia-

IOIIS VS t I M - V ami 1,1 M - ..n n y i - U n d t r jdn iurk , 
DI a a,iu- Kntrrprisrv 11), iDunr. inuyr. and l lkrnrs, >>l John l a n t and all 

ii I.mil i ml ii 1.1 .in i tin 11, i In.il | i i i i |nrli ul d.i i iu I 11111)11 n , > til Ki|)llt. 
RcM-ncd. »«».»ainccincri )r in- , . t i im 

RESERVATION APPLICATION 

T H E B R A D F O R D E X C H A N G E 
9345 Milwaukee Avenue • Niles. IL 60714-1393 

Y E S . Please reserve the John Wayne®: An American 
Legend stained-glass panorama as described in this 
announcement. Limit: one. Please Respond Promptly 

Signature 

Mr. Mrs. Ms. 

Name (Please Pnnl Clearly) 

Add ress 

City 

State Zip 
01 -02382-001-E26391 

* Plus a total o) $14.99 shipping and service IL residents add state sales tax Prices higher in 
Canada. Limited-edrtion presentation restricted to 95 firing days Allow 4-8 weeks after initial 
payment lor shipment. All sales subject to product availability and order acceptance. 
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THE OTHER 
PRISONERS OF W A R 
Congress passes legislation to preserve Japanese-

American internment sites around the country 

December 7, 1941, was a dark day in 

American history. Japanese war-

planes bombed Pearl Harbor in the 

first successful large-scale attack on Amer

ican soil since the War of 1812. The U.S. 

plunged into World War II, and the nation, 

frightened and paranoid, spiraled into war

time hysteria. It was only a matter of time 

before paranoia transformed into intoler

ance towards certain groups of Americans. 

Two months later, President Franklin 

D. Roosevelt signed an executive order 

that authorized the military, at its discre

tion, to exclude "any or all persons" from 

designated areas, which included Cali

fornia, much of Arizona, and much of the 

Northwest. The order mentioned nothing 

about race, but military evacuation orders 

targeted "anyone of Japanese ancestry" 

for removal. More than 110,000 people fell 

into this category, most of them American 

citizens. They were forced to abandon their 

homes, businesses, and possessions with

in two weeks. 

The interned tried in vain to show their 

loyalty to America by reacting peacefully 

to the internment; some attempted to join 

the military and contribute to the war ef

fort, but they were often rejected. Living 

conditions at the assembly centers were 

often unpleasant, chaotic, and filthy. 

It was a mistake our country can't afford 

to repeat, and Sens. Daniel Inouye (D-HI) 

and Daniel Akaka (D-HI) underscored that 

point in a bill that approves $38 million in 

federal grants to help preserve Japanese-

American internment sites around the 

country. Last December, Congress passed 

the legislation with strong bipartisan sup

port, and President George W. Bush signed 

it into law. 

"Now these internment camp sites, 

which for more than 60 years have been 

symbols of a dark chapter in our history, will 

be transformed into places of remembrance 

and learning," says Inouye, a member of the 

Senate's appropriations committee. 

More than 70 sites around the country 

are related to the WWII internment story, 

ranging from Honouliuli Internment Camp 

in Hawaii to Ellis Island in New York. Other 

sites exist in isolated areas throughout the 

West and Midwest, with 10 war reloca

tion centers located in Arizona, Arkansas, 

California, Colorado, Idaho, Utah, and Wyo

ming. Many of these sites are currently sup

ported or preserved by tribal governments, 

historical societies, educational institutions, 

and nonprofit associations. This legislation 

is the first successful attempt to offer a 

common thread of financial support. 

Internment camps were purposely 

placed in remote areas, and many remain 

difficult to access today. Now that fact is 

being turned on its head to tell the story in 

even more places. "The more we are able 

to diversify where we're telling this story, 

the better chance we'll have of getting 

the message out," says Tom Leatherman, 

14 NATIONAL PARKS 

A GRANDFATHER AND GRANDSON 
at the War Relocation Authority Center, 
Manzanar, California, 1942. 
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superintendent of Manzanar National 

Historic Site in California. "It's a great op

portunity to enhance the way we educate 

and inform the public about this chapter in 

American history." 

But there's a challenge, Leatherman 

says, in keeping people's expectations re

alistic. "The idea is not to create 10 Man-

zanars." The park, he says, has seen con

siderable development during the last 

decade, including the opening of a new 

interpretive center. To be able to duplicate 

that level of preservation at all of these 

sites across the country would reach well 

beyond the scope of this single bill. 

One group may simply propose to cre

ate a plaque, while another group applies 

for money to produce brochures. Larger 

sites tend to have more ambitious proj

ects in mind: Preservation groups behind 

Heart Mountain in Wyoming hope to build 

a learning center. A museum in southern 

New Mexico features an extensive Camp 

Lordsburg exhibit, but it lacks an audio 

system to share its powerful collection of 

oral histories. Manzanar is collaborating 

with friends groups to reconstruct a resi

dential block, including bathroom facilities. 

"One of the most vivid memories that the 

former internees have is waiting in line for 

the bathrooms, and then having very little 

privacy within those bathrooms," Leather-

man says. "People need to see first-hand 

what it was like to be in here." 

Before anyone can begin to detail the 

projects, the money needs to be appropri

ated, which would happen no sooner than 

next fall. Even then, applicants must raise a 

certain sum of money on their own before 

the Park Service matches 50 percent of that 

amount with a grant. 

Nonetheless, Leatherman is hopeful 

that his park unit can act as a model for 

smaller groups with fewer resources. 

"These camps are part of our history, 

and we need to tell the story so people can 

see how easy it is for constitutional rights 

to be jeopardized," he says. "It's important 

for Americans to see what led to this and 

how we can stop it from happening again. 

We're all protectors of the Constitution, and 

we should understand what that means." 

—Amy Leinbach Marquis 

New lure's eateh rate may be too 
high for some tournaments. 
Out-fishes other bait 
19 to 4 in one contest. 

Uses aerospace 
technology to mimic 

a real fish. 

ORLANDO, FL— A 
small company in 
Connecticut has devel
oped a new lure that 
mimics the motion of a 
real fish so realistically 
eight professionals 
couldn't tell the differ
ence between it and a 
live shad when it 
"swam" toward them 
on retrieval. The design eliminates 
wobbling, angled swimming and 
other unnatural motions that prob
lem other hard bait lures. It swims 
upright and appears to propel itself 
with its tail. 

Curiously, the company may have 
designed it too well. Tournament fish
ermen who have used it said it's pos
sible officials will not allow it in con
tests where live bait is prohibited. 
They claim it swims more realistical
ly than anything they have ever seen. 
If so. that would hurt the company's 
promotional efforts. Winning tourna-

Increases catch 
almost 3 to 1. 

ments is an important part of market
ing a new lure. 

Fish would probably prefer to see it 
restricted. I watched eight veteran 
fishermen test the new lure (called The 
KickTaiT) on a lake outside Orlando 
FL for about four hours. Four used the 
KickTail and four used a combination 
of their favorite lures and shiners (live 
bait). The four using the KickTail 
caught 41 fish versus 14 for the other 
four. In one boat the KickTail won 19 
to 4. The KickTail also caught bigger 
fish, which suggests it triggers larger, 
less aggressive fish to strike. 

The KickTail's magic comes from a 
patented technology that breaks the tail 
into five segments. As water rushes by 
on retrieval, a little-known principle 
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called aeronautical flutter causes the 
tail to wag left and right, as if the lure 
were propelling itself with its tail. 
Unlike other hard baits, the head 
remains stationary—only the tail wags. 
A company spokesman told me this. 

"Marine biologists will tell you that 
the more a lure swims like a real fish, 
the more fish it will catch. Well, the 
only live thing the KickTail doesn't 
do is breathe. It's always swimming 
wild and free. Fish can't stand it. 
We've seen fish that have just eaten 
go for the KickTail. It's like having 
another potato chip." 

Whether you fish for fun or profit, 
if you want a near 3 to l advantage. I 
would order now before the KickTail 
becomes known. The company even 
guarantees a refund, if you don't catch 
more fish and return the lures within 
30 days. There are three versions: a 
floater, a diver and a "dying shad" 
with a weed guard. Each lure costs 
$9.95 and you must order at least two. 
There is also a "Super l()-Pack" with 
additional colors for only $79.95, a 
savings of almost $20.00. S/h is only 
$7.00 no matter how many you order. 

To order call 1-800-873-4415 or 
click www.ngcsports.com anytime 
or day or send a check or M.O. (or cc 
number and exp. date) to NGC Sports 
(Dept. KT-1103) 60 Church Street, 
Yalesville, CT 06492. CT add sales 
tax. The KickTail is four inches long 
and works in salt and fresh water. 

KTS-8 © NGC Worldwide. Inc. 2007 Dept. KT-1103 

New lure swims like a real fish—nearly triples 
catch in Florida contest. 

http://www.ngcsports.com
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ANOTHER STEP 
FORWARD 
Congress moves to authorize study of 

Cesar Chavez historical sites 

In January, both houses of Congress 

introduced legislation that would au

thorize the Department of Interior to 

study sites of significance to the life of Ce

sar Chavez, known for his work defending 

the rights of farm laborers and all work

ers (National Parks, Fall 2004). Chavez was 

born near Yuma, Arizona, in 1927, grew up 

in migrant labor camps, and eventually 

fought for social justice and fair working 

conditions through the United Farm Work

ers. In response to the use of harmful pes

ticides and unfair labor practices, he led 

grape boycotts that prompted millions to 

TEST OUR PROFESSIONAL-POWER 

DR® CHIPPER 
RISK-FREE FOR 6 MONTHS! 
We're so sure you'll love it, we're willing to let 
you use our Professional Power DR r CHIPPER 
on your own property for 6 months. 

• CLEAN UP UGLY BRUSH 
P I L E S that spoil the appearance 
of your property. 

• CHIP BRANCHES 
up to 4-1/2" thick! , J 

• CREATE 
BEAUTIFUL 
WOOD CHIP 
MULCH 
for landscaping. 

If the DR' CHIPPER 
doesn't AMAZE you, 
you can send it back, and we'll 
give you a complete refund of 
your purchase price! 

www.DRchipper.com 

Road-Towable, Top-Discharge, even 
Tractor-Mounted models available! 

Please mail coupon or call 
TOLL-FREE for complete FREE DETAILS! 

MADE 
IN USA 

stop buying the fruit in the 1970s and '80s. 

Chavez died in 1993. 

"Cesar Chavez's courageous life inspires 

me daily to continue the fight for environ

mental justice so our children and families 

have a stronger, healthier future," said Rep. 

Hilda Solis (D-CA), who introduced the 

House bill. "As Latinos, the environment is 

such a large part of our culture. To have the 

National Park Service trace landmarks sig

nificant to his life is a very fitting honor to 

Chavez and the greatest way to make Lati

nos feel at one with the Park Service." 

"Chavez's efforts on behalf of some 

of the most oppressed individuals in our 

society is an inspiration, and through his 

work he made America a bigger and bet

ter nation," said Sen. John McCain (R-AZ), 

who introduced the Senate bill along with 

Ken Salazar (R-CA). "He gave a voice to 

those who had no voice. In his words, 'We 

cannot seek achievement for ourselves 

and forget about progress and prosperity 

for our community... our ambitions must 

be broad enough to include the aspira

tions and needs of others, for their sakes 

and for our own.' His motto in life, 'It Can 

Be Done,' epitomizes his life's work and 

continues to be a positive influence on so 

many of us. Honoring the places of his life 

will enable his legacy to inspire and serve 

as an example for our future leaders." 

The legislation had been introduced in 

previous sessions of Congress, but given 

the shifting political landscape in Wash

ington, the bill has a better chance of mak

ing its way to President Bush's desk this 

time around. Although the Park Service 

aims to represent the history of our nation 

as it evolves, there is no single park unit 

dedicated to a contemporary Latino... yet. 

—Scoff Kirkwood 
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DID Y O U K N O W ? 

THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ARROWHEAD 

was authorized as the agency's official em

blem by the Secretary of the Interior on July 

20,1951. Created in 1949 by Aubrey V. Neas-

ham, a Park Service historian, the insignia 

was intended to represent several aspects of 

the mission of the National Park Service: Its 

shape and earth-brown background embody 

our nation's cultural heritage exemplified in 

the parks by archaeology and history. The bi

son and the sequoia tree (symbols from the first 

two national parks—Yellowstone and Sequoia 

represent the diverse natural world of plants and 

animals included within the system. The snowcapped 

mountain and glacier portrayed on the insignia's horizon 

and the white of the water in its right foreground signify 

the all-important values of scenery and recreation. The sym 

bol first appeared on a park road sign, then a ranger uniform in 

September 1952. The icon was registered as an official emblem of the 

Park Service on February 9,1965, by the United States Patent Office 

NUMBER OF 

MEMENTOS LEFT 

BEHIND by visitors to 

the Vietnam Memorial in 

the 25 years since the site 

was dedicated in 1982. 

The Park Service eventu

ally hopes to display 

hundreds of the items at 

a time in an underground 

educational facility to 

be constructed near 

the monument. 
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PARK M Y S T E R I E S By Amy Leinbach Marquis 

NATURAL CONDITIONS in the Smokies-
like rainfall, sunlight, and volatile organic 
compounds emitted by vegetation—create 
a moody winter landscape. 

Land of the 
Blue Smoke 

Exploring the scientific phenomenon 
that gives the Smokies their name 

Long before Europeans settled in Cades 
Cove in 1818, seven Cherokee tribes 
called the Great Smoky Mountains 

their home. They were the first humans to 
inhabit this stretch of Appalachia straddling 
Tennessee and North Carolina. The hills 
flowed with rivers, streams, and pools the 
Indians deemed magical. Virgin forests shel
tered elk, deer, bison, black bear, and other 
creatures thought to possess special pow
ers. These mountains were a sacred place, a 
source of legends, with low-swirling clouds 
and blue-tinted views that prompted the 
Cherokee to name it Shaconage (Sha-CON-
uh-GEE)—land of the blue smoke. 

European settlers found similar magic 
here, eventually borrowing the Cherokees' 
descriptions to establish the names we know 
today: the Great Smoky Mountains and Blue 
Ridge Mountains. 

What is it about this place that makes it 
"smoky" and "blue"? In a nutshell, vegetation 
breathes. Trees, shrubs, ferns, vines, flow
ers—they all exhale volatile organic com
pounds, or VOCs, into the atmosphere. The 
acronym alone may conjure notions of toxic 
fumes spewed by smokestacks and tailpipes, 
but VOCs emitted from vegetation are as 
natural as they come. 

These tiny, gaseous molecules combine 
to form particles that scatter blue light from 
the sky—so the landscape appears filtered 
through a blue lens. The trees that domi
nate the Appalachians exhale high concen
trations of these molecules, contributing 
generously to the blue tint that gives these 
mountains their name. 

It's not that visitors can't witness this phe
nomenon elsewhere. The same blueness can 
blanket Acadia National Park in Maine, or 
any pine-laden forest for that matter. What's 
unique about the Smokies is how natural 
conditions come together. "You have a lot 
of sunlight, humidity, rainfall, stagnant air, 
and elevation," says Jim Renfro, the park's 
air-quality specialist. Add in the blueness of 
natural VOCs, and you have Shaconage. 

It's telling, though, that many visitors 
to Great Smoky Mountains National Park 
assume the mountains were named for the 
white haze that turns the air thick and blots 
out the views on humid, sunny days. But 
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that's a haze of a different color, so to speak. 
Sulfate particles that float in from coal-fired 
industrial sources mingle with water vapor 
to create prismatic "super molecules" that 
scatter sunlight instead of allowing it to 
pass through. 

Worse, these sulfate particles grow sig
nificantly larger as relative humidity in
creases, scattering more light and creating 
more haze. Meanwhile, nitrogen oxides re
act with VOCs to form what we know as 
ground-level ozone. "This is the stuff in the 
air that's caustic, that burns your lungs and 
prompts park rangers to warn people not 
to hike," says Don Barger, director of the 
NPCA's Southeast Regional Office. 

Organic compounds from tree respira
tion, on the other hand, don't change as dras
tically with relative humidity. Even as mois
ture content rises, the particles remain small, 
scattering blue light. "That's why sulfates are 
so dominant," says Bill Malm, a physicist 
with the Park Service's Air Resource Divi
sion. "In high-humidity conditions, which 
is the case almost every day in summertime, 

those sulfate particles grow not just by 20-30 
percent, but by 400-500 percent." Natural 
haze doesn't stand a chance. 

Park scientists and state regulators are 
working hard to comply with the Environ
mental Protection Agency's Regional Haze 
Rule, which mandates a return to natu
ral haze conditions in every national park 
by the year 2064. Cleaning up coal-fired 
power plants would certainly decrease haze. 
Another challenge is diving deeper into the 
sources of VOCs. 

A recent Air Resource Division study 
revealed that more than 80 percent of 
VOC-related particles in the Smokies are of 
natural origins. Parsing them out between 
natural and man-made sources might seem 
like a straightforward process, but it's got 
scientists stumped. 

Picture this: It's the holidays, and you 
decide to purchase a live Christmas tree for 
your home. That wonderful pincy smell that 
fills the room is from VOCs—the tree is ex
haling. Throw a couple needles in the fire
place, and the smell is even more pungent. 

The very same VOCs are now being emitted 
more rapidly due to the heat. 

The same goes for vegetation in the Smok
ies. Trees exhale and some burn in wild
fires—but how do you differentiate between 
emissions that result from a natural wildfire, 
and the wood burning in someone's fireplace 
outside the park? The challenge comes down 
to how you define "natural" fire. 

The Regional Haze Rule set lofty goals 
striving for natural conditions in parks and wil
derness areas in the coming years, so folks like-
Malm and Renfro need to find an answer, and 
quick. State and federal agencies must work 
together to develop and implement air quality 
protection plans by next year, so air quality in 
the parks should continue to improve in the 
next decade. In time, visitors might be able 
to take in views of the Blue Ridge and Great 
Smoky Mountains—just as the Cherokee did 
hundreds of years ago, when blue mountains 
stretched seamlessly into blue skies, NP 

Amy Leinbach Marquis is assistant editor for 

National Parks magazine. 
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RARE & E N D A N G E R E D By Seth Shteir 

Prairie Home 
Companions 

Black-tailed prairie dogs have a 
startling effect on the ecosystems in 

which they're found, but not every
one considers that a good thing. 

Above the shortgrass prairie of Theo
dore Roosevelt National Park, the 
colorful strata of North Dakota's 

badlands resemble slices of a geological wed
ding cake. On a barren patch of earth, you're 
likely to spy a few small rodents the color of 
coffee with a liberal splash of milk—their 
large dark eyes, small ears, and pointed 
sloping noses set on oval heads. Some sit 
upright near earthen mounds, while others 
graze on all fours, clutching grasses between 
their forepaws. At the approach of a human, 
they squat in their burrows, their tails up 
and twitching. Moments later, they emit a 
series of high-pitched barks and disappear 
into their dark burrows. They may resemble 
barking squirrels, but they're actually black-
tailed prairie dogs. 

Prairie dogs were named by early Western 
explorers, who found their bark similar to 
that of a domesticated dog. The black-tailed 
variety ranges from the Missouri River west 
to the Rocky Mountains and from southern 
Canada to northern Mexico. Historic ac
counts vary, but the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service estimates that prairie dogs once cov
ered 100 million acres through the United 
States (roughly the size of California). Dur
ing the 20th century, the species was eradi
cated from much of that range by shooting 
and poisoning; more recently, sylvatic plague 
has decimated their numbers. Today, black-
tailed prairie dog colonies cover less than 
2 million acres. Despite this precipitous 
decline, the black-tailed prairie dog was re
moved from consideration as an endangered 
species in 2004. 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park has ap
proximately 1,500 acres of black-tailed prai
rie dog colonies and is located on the eastern 
edge of their range. Contemporary prairie dog 
colonies or towns range from several hundred 
animals to several thousand—a communal 
lifestyle that serves the species well. 

"The big advantage of living in a group 
is that you're not the only one looking over 
your shoulder," says Mike Oehler, a wildlife 
biologist at Theodore Roosevelt National 
Park. "Your chances of being singled out in a 
large group are significantly smaller." 
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BLACK-TAILED PRAIRIE 
DOGS now cover only 2 percent 
of their historic range. 



And when you are an important food 

source for predators such as the golden ea

gle, ferruginous hawk, coyote, fox, badger, 

and bobcat, disappearing into a crowd is a 

good strategy. "The prairie dog is a linchpin 

species in the food chain out here," explains 

John O'Connor, a seasonal park ranger who 

leads hikes to a prairie dog town in the park's 

North Unit. The endangered black-footed 

ferret, another predator, hasn't yet been rein

troduced because prairie dog colonies within 

the park are too small and far apart. 

But the black-tailed prairie dog is more 

than just an entree on the menu of the west

ern shortgrass prairie. "Prairie dogs create 

the edge effect," says Oehler. "They create a 

mosaic of habitat." Burrowing owls, rattle

snakes, and black widow spiders use prairie 

dog burrows as homes. During the spring

time, sharp-tailed grouse in the colonies 

strut, ruffle their feathers, and inflate air 

sacs to impress potential mates. Pronghorn 

antelope are drawn to nutritious forbs— 

nonwoody, broad-leafed plants that grow in 

prairie dog towns. 

The prairie dog is at the center of several 

symbiotic relationships. Bison breed in prai

rie dog towns and use patches of open dirt 

for wallowing—behavior that removes para

sites from their shaggy coats. They also aerate 

the soil with their hooves while grazing— 

behavior that eventually replaces native grass

es with low-lying forbs and allows prairie dogs 

to see predators from a distance. Those varied 

plant communities then attract different spe

cies of animals. "Think of the high-nitrogen 

forbs as filet mignon and think of the grass 

as hotdogs," says Oehler. "Some species need 

quality and some species need quantity." 

Unfortunately, not everyone is thrilled 

with this emerging biodiversity. Forbs that 

grow on prairie dog colonies aren't ideal for 

cattle, which require large volumes of grass. 

Ranchers and farmers outside the park typi

cally consider the black-tailed prairie dog a 

pest that denudes the land, reduces forage, 

and competes with their herds. That makes 

the species' future on private land uncertain. 

But "painting all landowners with a broad 

brush isn't fair," says Oehler, who knows that 

some landowners don't mind the presence of 

prairie dogs. 

Back at the North Unit visitor's center, 

Katherine Stanton, a seasonal park ranger, 

says that one of the National Park Service's 

goals in Theodore Roosevelt National Park is 

"to preserve every type of wild animal." The 

park's management plan seeks to preserve 

the prairie dogs while allowing for natural 

processes. Although Oehler predicts that the 

black-tailed prairie dog will continue to be 

controversial outside the park, he is hopeful 

about their future on parkland. "Throughout 

the West, prairie dogs may continue to get 

persecuted," he says, "but on public lands, 

they can be saved." NP 

Seth Shteir is a teacher and conservation chair of 

the San Fernando Valley Audubon Society. 
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A NATIVE ALASKAN 
CARRYING CARIBOU 
on his shoulder after a hunt in 
Anaktuvuk Pass, Alaska, 1962. 

BY DAN O'NEILL 

frozen RB 
When Cape Krusenstern, Kobuk 

Valley, and Bering Land Bridge were 

established as national park units in 

1980, the legislation preserved 

a cultural history of hunting 

and fishing that continues today. 
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t's one of those photographs that reveals more with every glance. An old 

Eskimo woman on a bright sunny day outside the senior center in Kotzebue, 

Alaska, her bronze face burnished by the wind, her cheeks nipped to a ruddy 

glow. Aging eyelids slump down and fold back upon themselves as do the 

corners of her mouth. It is a face you might have encountered on the Bering 

Land Bridge at the end of the Pleistocene Era. 

But then your eyes pop at the old woman's 

lancy parka. It's sewn in the traditional way 

but made from rich blue corduroy sprinkled 

with multicolored hearts—bouncy little 

hearts, yellow and purple and red, tumbling 

this way and that, all lit up in the sunlight. 

Ibis cloth didn't cross any land bridge. It 

crossed the continent on a UPS jet. And it 

doesn't humor some nostalgic notion of Arc

tic indigenes squinting into an icy horizon. 

It springs full force from American popular 

culture—this material might cover the legs 

of a teenager at the Mall of America. 

But again you are jogged backward—a 

century, or a hundred centuries—when you 

notice that sewn on the edge of this playful 

fabric, fringing the hood, is the skin of a wol

verine. White claws poke from big, brown 

lorepaws nearly meeting beneath the cider's 

chin. The limbs seem to grip her from be

hind, as if the animal were riding her back 

as a child might. 

So you go, back and forth, layers of incon

gruity stacking themselves upon the picture. 

And finally you realize there is no incongru

ity here at all—not when you consider what 

it might mean to be an Inupiat Eskimo in 

21st-century America. Sometimes, in this 

far-flung corner of the North American con

tinent, old and new worlds don't so much 

collide as they do accommodate one another. 

And nothing illustrates that rarity better 

than the possibility that this wolverine may 

well have been killed in a national park. 

At first glance, it must seem more than a 

little strange that people may set steel traps for 

wolverines (and marten and mink and foxes 

and wolves) in the Kobuk Valley National 

Park, east of Kotzebue; or that they might run 

seine nets out into the Kobuk River, corral

ling 500 to 1,000 whitefish in a day; or that 

they are allowed to shoot up to five caribou 

per day. At Cape Krusenstern National Mon

ument, just across Kotzebue Sound from the 

town, Native people set up spring camps to 

kill not only seals but also the eerily beautiful 

white whales called beluga. 

These revelations may leave many people 

somewhere between uneasy and outraged, 

but to Jim Magdanz, who tracks subsistence 

activities for the Alaska Department of Fish 

and Game, it's entirely logical. "These areas 

are 90 percent indigenous people," he says. 

"They have hunted and fished on this land 

for millennia—before there were parks. 

They are isolated, remote, and heavily de

pendent on fish and game in their diet." A 

2004 study in the Norton Bay area, says 

Magdanz, showed that local people obtained 

75 percent of their dietary protein through 

hunting and fishing. But beyond nutrition, 

these activities provide social sustenance, 
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"[Natives] have hunted and f ished 
on this land for millenia— before 

they were parks." 

PSETHKANTNER 

"Fishing for whitefish and salmon tends to 
be a family affair, with children, aunts, and 
uncles sharing the work," says Magdanz. 
"The fish camp might be a couple of white 
canvas wall tents or a small plywood cabin. 
Several families will work together to process 
the fish, washing, cutting, and hanging the 
fish to dry." 

Still, why does the Park Service allow 
hunting and fishing within Alaska parklands 
when it has eliminated hunting elsewhere? 

The answer may be found in an enlightened 
piece of legislation enacted by Congress 27 
years ago. In a stroke, the Alaska National 
Interest Lands Conservation Act of 1980 
(ANILCA) more than doubled the acreage 
of the country's national park units, doubled 
the national wildlife refuge lands, tripled its 
wilderness preserve acreage, and added 26 
new wild and scenic rivers. With ANILCA, 
much of the Kotzebue basin, the traditional 
homeland of the Inupiat Eskimos of North-
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NATIVES LIKE LAURA FRANKSON 

(opposite), originally from Point Hope, 

Alaska, rely on muskoxen (below), caribou, 

and other wild animals to survive—a way of 

life they've honored for hundreds of years. 
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This way of life 
in rural Alaska, 

Congress noted, 
"may be the last 

major remnant 
of the subsistence 

culture alive 
today in North 

America." 

west Alaska, instantly became national 

parks, preserves, monuments, and wildlife 

refuges. But Congress wisely recognized 

that there were thousands of people—both 

Native and white—whose economic and cul

tural well-being depended to some degree on 

their freedom to hunt, fish, gather berries, cut 

trees, and so on. And this way of life in rural 

Alaska, Congress noted, "may be the last ma

jor remnant of the subsistence culture alive 

today in North America." Accordingly, the 

subsistence lifestyle was declared a cultural 

value and its practice was to be allowed in the 

newly established parks. 

If we tour these hunting-grounds-

cum-parklands around Kotzebue, the local 

people's connection to the land becomes 

powerfully revealed. Just across Kotzebue 

Sound, a few miles to the southwest, lies the 

north shore of the Seward Peninsula. Since 

the passage of ANILCA, most of this area 

is now Bering Land Bridge National Pre

serve. "Land bridge" is a misnomer, unless 

you can imagine a bridge 1,000 miles wide. 

An intercontinental thoroughfare did span 

the Bering Sea, but as a broad plain conjunct 

north to south with the entire Alaskan and 

Siberian landmasses. 

At the height of the Ice Age glaciations, 

massive ice sheets up to two miles thick cov

ered northern lands, causing sea level to drop 

about 400 feet below its present level. Be

cause the Bering and Chukchi seas are shal

low, a land connection emerged as the sea 

receded. And this terrestrial link permitted 

animals like the woolly mammoth and even 

plants to cross in both directions between 

Asia and North America. Eventually, Asian 

hunters, equipped with skin-sewing tech

nology and expertly fashioned stone-tipped 

weapons, pursued the drifting aggregations 

of herbivores north and east across the land 

bridge and into the New World. It was one 

of the great accomplishments in human his

tory: the discovery and colonization of an 

entire hemisphere of the planet. 

The preserve protects the archaeological re

mains of these people, as well as features that 

illuminate geologic processes. Projectile points 

first reported by geologist David Hopkins 

at Trail Creek Caves in 1948 may be 10,000 

years old. Near Devil Mountain Lakes (which 

are really a pair of volcano craters called maars), 

Hopkins found a buried portion of the land 

bridge still intact. With trowel and brush, he 

excavated this singular find, collecting leaves, 

stems, seeds, insects, rodent nests, and animal 

dung—all frozen and preserved beneath a layer 

of volcanic ash for 18,000 years. 

John Reynolds was part of the Park Ser

vice team that selected this area as a national 

preserve. It isn't physical grandeur that stands 

out here, he says, but woven layers of mean

ing: "the interrelationships of time and sea 

level... volcanism and biology and paleobot

any and the succession of different tundra 

types, and intertwining all of that with the 

movement of people into North America." 

By the time he retired as director of the Park 

Service's Pacific West Region, Reynolds had 

seen many magnificent landscapes. But Ber

ing Land Bridge, he says, is his "favorite na

tional park in the whole world... because it 

taught me about those layers." 

At Cape Krusenstern, an unprepossess

ing grassy lowland belies an extraordinary 

archaeological treasure. The beach here is 

advancing as sand and gravel drifts to it from 
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AN INUPIAT HUNTER transports his 

caribou kill by motorboat near Onion 

Portage in Kobuk Valley National Park. 



eroding beaches elsewhere. Periodically, a 
big storm will drive this material to shore, 
heaping ir into a ridge that emerges when the 
storm tide recedes. In this way, 114 beach 
ridges have been added to the Cape Kru-
senstern shores over the course of thousands 
of years. In 1958 an Alaskan archaeologist 
named Louis Giddings found ancient house 
pits on every ridge. Normally, archaeologists 
dig downward knowing they'll encounter 
older strata as they descend. But at Krusen-
stern, Giddings saw the possibility of a "hor
izontal stratigraphy." He theorized that peo
ple who hunted sea mammals would want 
to live on the outermost beach ridge, near 
their boats, just as they do today. If so, the 
114 beach ridges extending inland for three 
miles represented a chronologically arrayed 
sequence of human habitation, with the 
oldest cultures situated farthest inland. "Ihe 
record Giddings unearthed at Cape Krusen-
stern included every known cultural stage of 
prehistoric Eskimos in northern Alaska. 
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ALASKAN CHILDREN China Kantner and 

Daphne Stein mush across a frozen lagoon 

in Kotzebue, Alaska. Below, sled dogs lead 

the way during a caribou hunt, 1962. 
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A HUNTER in Point Hope, Alaska, searching 

for polar bears from atop an igloo, 1942. 

Below, Clarence Wood of Ambler, Alaska, 

scanning for caribou near Onion Portage, 

Kobuk Valley National Park. 

The Smithsonian Institution's Henry Collins 

called Onion Portage "undoubtedly the most 

important archaeological site ever found in 

the Arctic." It contained more than 30 cul

tural layers extending back 8,500 years. 

"It would have been pretty ironic," Jim 

Magdanz points out, "if the national park 

had protected Onion Portage for its archaeo

logical value and at the same time discon

nected the people from the traditional activi

ty of hunting there." For local people, Onion 

Portage remains the most reliable place to 

find migrating caribou. 

These archaeological sites obviously hold 

a valuable record of human activity—the 

people's range, food sources, hunting tech

niques. But they also present a justification 

for the continuance of subsistence hunting, 

But above the beach ridges, on top of a 

bluff, he found two more cultures that were 

unknown and, he thought, very old. These 

two sites, which he called Palisades I and II, 

contained projectile points that were notched 

at their base so they could be attached to 

spears with lashings, something rarely found 

in the Arctic. When colleagues doubted 

his dating, Giddings searched his memory 

for a site where notched points might be 

found—but in a vertical stratigraphy and 

below the more familiar points, proving his 

theory. Finally, he remembered a site on the 

Kobuk River, just inside Kobuk Valley Na

tional Park, that he had visited decades ear

lier. What Giddings found at a place called 

Onion Portage could scarcely be imagined. 

Where the Kobuk River makes a big 

bend below the village of Ambler, a number 

of geographic and biotic features converge 

to make a perennially attractive campsite. 

Women and children could take a shortcut, 

cutting off the bend in the river, and pick 

wild onions along the way. A nearby creek 

flows down from Jade Mountain, and jade 

could be gathered there. But most signifi

cantly, caribou tended to flow through here

in the fall on their migration south. For 

thousands of years, Inupiaq people sat in this 

camp working jade into tools, waiting for the 

caribou to appear, and then spearing them in 

the river from kayaks. 

The cultures Giddings had found at Kru-

senstern he also found at Onion Portage, 

but now the evidence was stacked vertically. 

The Palisades-type side-notched points were 

there, but five feet deeper in the ground 

than the other flints, making the Palisades 

cultures incontrovertibly older. Layer after 

layer of dark strata containing hearths and 

artifacts descended an incredible 18 feet. 

fishing, and trapping in Alaska parklands. 

They document, with every harpoon head 

and flint projectile point, a cultural tradition 

that holds 10,000 years of precedence over 

American governmental institutions. Subsis

tence gathering of animals and plants—not 

to mention the intrinsically related practices 

of collaboration, sharing, sewing, dance, and 

song—is cultural glue. It binds together gen

erations of people, Inupiat and white, who 

are not merely using this land, but who are, 

in a way, created by it. NP 

Dan O'Neill is the author of three books 

of Alaska history and natural history: The 

Firecracker Boys, The Last Giant of Beringia, 

and A Land Gone Lonesome. 
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HARBOR HOPPING 
The New England Islands 8 Day/7 Night cruise 

1-800-814-6880 
Call for your Free Brochure 

Forged from the forces of retreating glaciers, the harbors, bays and islands of 
New England offer discovery and stunning beauty around every bend. Home 
to puritans and pirates, pilgrims and patriots, New England's history is a 
tapestry woven rich in significance and fascinating details. 

Now it's your turn to explore this cornerstone of America while cruising on the 
newest small cruise ship in the world. Our ships accommodate just 100 guests, a 
perfect way to arrive at the heart of it all. 

You'll experience eight days of smooth water, beauty, culture and history, 
all while enjoying the camaraderie of fellow passengers and the exemplary 
personal attention that is the hallmark of American Cruise Lines. 

AMERICAN 
C R U I S E L I N E S 
Small-Ship Cruising Done Perfectly 

Martha's Vineyard • Nantucket Island • New Bedford • Block Island • Newport • Providence 



BY HEIDI RIDGLEY 

With a handful of breathtaking 

national parks all within hours 

of one another, Utah rivals any 

Western state for stunning 

landscapes per square foot. 

T
here's no debating the eye-popping 
beauty of the national parks in 
the American West. But those in 
southern Utah, with their whimsi

cal geological formations and dramatic back
drops, win the prize in the category of most 
otherworldly. If you're visiting for the first 
time, you're guaranteed to stand slack-jawed 
for more than an instant—in each park. 

Although the parks are within a day's 
drive of one another, Arches, Bryce Canyon, 
Canyonlands, Capitol Reef, and Zion have 
surprisingly diverse landscapes. It's easy to 
envision spending a week or more exploring 
just one. On a first visit, though, most peo
ple hurry down the winding, gently rolling 
highways of the epic Colorado Plateau—the 

same one that brought you the Grand Can
yon—to see all the parks in an attempt to 
cross them offtheir "lifetime" list. Yet, inevi
tably, even the hasty will latch on to a spe
cific park that they can't help returning to 
again and again. 

Stretching from the southern portion 
of the state to northern Arizona, southwest 
Colorado, and northwest New Mexico, 
Utah's national parks are sculpted by the 
Colorado, Escalante, Green, Paria, and Vir
gin Rivers. Together, these waterways have 
created canyons, buttes, mesas, arches, and 
badlands. The resulting geography means 
that traveling between the parks isn't as easy 
as it looks on a map. Set aside at least a week 
to ten days for your visit. 

UTAH PARKS BECKON visitors like Holly Walker 
(left), hiking back to a campsite in the Needles 
district of Canyonlands National Park. Above, 
Bryce Canyon's geological marvel, "Silent City." 
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If you're ambitious, hike to Angel's Landing, 
one of the park's top ten attractions. 

; JfMMYWOODHOUS 

Zion 
Although you can start the circuit by flying 

into Denver or Salt Lake City, starting from 

Las Vegas makes the most sense. From there, 

it's only a 120-mile jaunt to Zion, one of the 

jewels of the park system with its breath

taking red- and white-walled canyons and 

towering sandstone peaks. Early Mormon 

settlers named this area after their vision of 

heaven. It's easy to see why. 

A free bus shuttles visitors through Zion 

Canyon along the north fork of the Virgin 

River, where you'll see some of the most 

spectacular scenery in the park, from April 

though October. Keep an eye out for the 

Great White Throne and the Three Patri

archs, which began as immense sand dunes 

A M I C J H I I I Y C A I 1 INC, 

BMARCMUENCH 

some 200 million years ago. Soak in the 

driver's expert commentary and then jump 

out at any of the trailheads. For a short, half-

mile stroll, stop at Weeping Rock, an easy 

trail that winds past lush vegetation to an 

overhang where thousands of water droplets 

glisten as they seep though sandstone and 

bounce off impervious shale. The Emerald 

Pools Trails are equally stunning but a little 

more strenuous after you pass the Lower 

Pool. Continue along the steeper, rockier 

trail to get away from the crowds. 

If you're ambitious, hike to Angel's Land

ing, one of the park's top attractions. The 

four-mile round trip takes about four hours 

because of the 1,050-foot elevation gain. Af

ter a series of switchbacks, you'll hit Scout 

Lookout and behold one of the canyon's finest 

views. Stop here and watch braver hikers con

tinue on to the lofty ridge by clinging to rope

like chains anchored in the rock—an added 

measure of security on a ledge that's only a 

few feet wide at points, with steep drop-offs 

on either side. Join them if you dare. 

Bryce C a n y o n 

A hobbit could live here. This park contains a 

maze of enormous totem pole-like rock spires 

called hoodoos that glow red, orange, pink, 

yellow, and cream, depending on the time of 

day. If Zion is heaven, Bryce Canyon—only 

about an hour-and-a-half drive away—is 

fairyland. Of the five parks in the circuit, this 

is the one where an overnight stay is required. 

Do this not only to see the stars—this park 

has some of the world's best air quality and 

scant light pollution—but to see the sunset 

over the spires. Plan to attend the ranger's 

evening geology talk, when it's offered. But 

don't linger too long. If you oversleep the 

next morning, you'll miss one of the most 

spectacular sunrises on the planet. 

If there's time for a hike, check out the 

Navajo Loop Trail, which drops 520 feet in 

less than a mile. Many visitors descend only a 

short way, mindful of the strenuous return to 

the rim. Once at the bottom, break from the 

pack and jump on the three-mile Peekaboo 

Loop. Time the hike to return to the ridge 

with the setting sun, and you might opt not 

to return to civilization. 
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slickrock in Zion National Park. 



Capitol Reef reminded early explorers 
of Wash ing ton D.C.'s iconic Capitol dome. 

Capitol Reef 
111 is park is the best-kept secret in the state. 

Don't overlook it. Its name comes from the col

orful, rounded sandstone hills that reminded 

early explorers of the Capitol dome in Wash

ington, D .C .— geological features that pre

sented a formidable barrier to the West, much 

as a reef blocks passage to the ocean. Check 

out the visitors center to learn about the park's 

geology, plants, and birds. This is also the spot 

to see prehistoric Fremont Indian artifacts and 

find out about early Mormon settlers. 

Drive the main road for an overview of 

the sites before doubling back for a slot can

yon hike. Filled with fallen boulders from 

the crumbling cliffs that tower 800 feet over

head, Grand Wash is a level walk on the dry, 

gravel riverbed and just more than two miles 

one way. (Be wary of flash floods.) At the 

end, pick up Cassidy Arch Trail to ascend the 

Grand Wash and get close to the namesake 

arch of outlaw Butch Gassidy, who is thought 

to have used this wash as a hideout. 
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WATERPOCKET FOLD in Capitol Reef National Park offers 

a refreshing change from the sun-scorched landscape. 
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IT'S EASY TO MISS THE DETAILS when 
surrounded by sweeping views, but Canyonlands' 
beauty can be appreciated on a small scale, too. 
Here, Newberry's twinpod sprouts up through a 
curl of juniper wood and pinyon pine cones. 

C a n y o n l a n d s 

Described as a "wilderness of rock," this 

vast 527-square-mile backcountry remains 

a primitive park with some of the most un

spoiled wilderness in the country. Although 

the park envelops four distinct sections, 

most visitors linger at the Island in the Sky 

District. Its paved road leads to the Grand 

View Overlook and sights of the dramati

cally deformed three-mile-wide crater called 

Upheaval Dome, likely created by a meteor

ite within the last 150 million years. 

The Needles District displays some of the 

finest rock sculptures in the park, but you 

have to get out of your car and hike a bit to 

see it. Adventurous souls who travel beyond 

the overlooks should keep their eyes out for 

ghostlike pictographs, thousand-year-old 

works attributed to the Fremont Indians. 

Only experienced hikers should consider 

venturing into the Ma7.e District, and even 

then some spots are best viewed by airplane. 

SIDETRIP: Escalante 
National M o n u m e n t 

For a real treat off the beaten path, 

motor into The Grand Staircase-

Escalante National Monument 

on your way out of Bryce toward Capi

tol Reef via Highway 12, one of the 

most scenic roads in the country. Take 

a trip into the monument via the town 

of Escalante. At 1.9 million acres, this 

wild land could captivate an explorer 

for weeks. If you have time for only a 

brief encounter, head south down the 

unpaved Hole-in-the-Rock Road. Watch 

your odometer and go as far as Devil's 

Garden, 12.5 miles in, get out to snap 

photographs, and wander at your whim. 

Climbing around the sandstone arches 

and formations will bring out the child 

in you again. 
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NATURAL LIGHT hits rock formations, 
and Bryce Canyon turns magical. 
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: WILLIE HOLOMAN 

Arches 
Brace yourself for the crowds when you hit 
Arches, one of the most visited parks in the 
country. The park is small enough to visit in 
a day or less. Short hiking trails provide easy 
access to fabulous sandstone arches—more 
than 2,000 exist in the park. Created on a 
fault line above a salt bed—the remnants 
of a sea that flowed some 300 million years 
ago—the park's namesake formations are 
the result of buckling rocks, cracks, water, 
ice, and wind. And they're still works in 
progress. New ones continuously form as old 
ones change with the elements. 

The best hikes are in the morning, before 
the crowds descend. The three-mile round-
trip journey to the base of Delicate Arch is 
one of the most scenic in the park and crosses 
a swinging bridge. But whatever path you 
take—from the easy to the difficult—be sure 
to stay on the trails or slickrock. The extreme
ly fragile soil is home to tiny organisms that 
slow erosion and soak up water, making life 
in the desert possible for other creatures, NP 

Heidi Ridgley's last article for the magazine 

focused on the impacts of drilling and mining on 

public lands adjacent to national parks. 
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^ ^ ^ ublic transportation is a rarity in 

^M southern Utah, so you'll need a 

car. If you travel during the sum

mer, patience is key: The roads 

can be crowded with recreational vehicles. 

If you can, visit in spring or fall when better 

temperatures will put less strain on you and 

your vehicle. 

The desert can be brutal. If you opt for 

any backcountry travel, make sure you have 

plenty of gas and water, and remember that 

you're venturing into a vast wilderness. If 

plans include extensive exploring, be sure to 

inquire about local conditions. Flash floods 

come quickly; dust storms are blinding. 

In the summer months, you'll need to ar

rive early to find a campsite, because only 

a few accept reservations. Visit http://res-

ervations.nps.gov to see a list of campsites 

that allow you to book a spot in advance. 

Aii lCj i i rLivcAi i ING 

EARTH MEETS SKY and water 
at Arches National Park. 

http://reservations.nps.gov
http://reservations.nps.gov


National Parks Conservation Association 
Protecting Our National Parks for Future Generations® 
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national pat^s Is in yout hands. 

NPCA Mobile. It's the right call. 

Motorola RAZR 
and Special 

Introductory Offer 
now available at 
NPCA Mobile 

Use your voice to preserve 

our natural treasures. 

With NPCA Mobile, you can connect with 

others who share your interests and access 

exclusive content, including alerts and 

messages—from polls and extreme weather 

conditions to park closing and park events. 

Even better, between 3% and 8% of your 

monthly phone bill goes directly to National 

Parks Conservation Association. 

Plus, you'll have all the benefits of service 

through America's Most Reliable Network 

and so much more. 

• Choose from phones and calling plans 
to fit your lifestyle 

• Bu/7d an online and mobile community 
of friends 

• Share photos, mobile blogs and messages 

• Use NPCA Mobile to voice your views 
and contact policymakers 

Our national parks are 

waiting for your calls. 

Visit us at www.npcamobile.com 

or call 1.877.595.0557 

Appalachian 
National Scenic Trail,' 
West Virginia 

http://www.npcamobile.com


BYJEFFRENNICKE 

From staff ing a remote 

island l ighthouse to 

forging trails and 

even tracking moose, 

volunteer opportunit ies 

in the national parks 

are as varied as the 

parks themselves. 

A 150-YEAR-OLD LIGHTHOUSE 
in Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 

still functions today, thanks to volunteers. 
Illustration by former artist-in-

residence Alain Briot. 

I t did not look good. 
A stiff westerly wind was raking 
the blue-black waters of Lake Supe
rior into a frenzy. Skyrockets of spray 

careened off the bow of the National Park 
Service boat Plover. Landing at the Michi
gan Island Lighthouse would be dicey, but 
Karen Halbersleban is not one to back down 
from a challenge. President of Northland 
College, she had chosen a sabbatical in favor 
of a raise during her last contract negotia
tions, precisely so that she could make this 
dream come true. A few waves were not go
ing to stop her now. "The captain looked at 
me and could see the fierce light in my eye," 
she says. He knew they had to try. 
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A KAYAKER WITH A MISSION, Ann Mahan 
is one of many volunteers involved in Apostle 
Islands' wolf-moose study, coordinated by Rolf 
Peterson (below). 

Following a skillful dance of boatman-

ship in the wind and waves, the vessel nosed 

up to the dock long enough for one passenger 

to disembark. Those who remained onboard 

tossed the gear onto the dock, shouted quick 

goodbyes, and pushed away in a matter of 

moments. Just that quickly Karen Halbersle-

ban was alone on an island, about to fulfill 

a dream that began three years earlier when 

she first learned of the unique volunteer pro

gram at Apostle Islands National Lakeshore 

in Wisconsin. For the next month, she would 

no longer be known as "President Halbcrsle-

ban" but as "keeper of the light." 

As Halbersleban climbed the steps up 

the tower of the Michigan Island Light that 

day, she joined not only a long line of keepers 

at the 150-year-old lighthouse but an even 

longer line of volunteers who give freely of 

their time and talents each year in our na

tional parks. The VIP (Volunteers-In-Parks) 

program is one of the largest and most suc

cessful volunteer programs in the nation. Be

gun in 1970, it has become a juggernaut of 

goodwill and helping hands. Last year alone, 

the VIP program coordinated the efforts of 

137,000 volunteers who logged 5.2 million 

hours of service in 365 areas managed by the 

National Park Service. 

Those hours are spent in tasks as varied 

as the parks themselves. Volunteers run the 

annual butterfly count in Congaree National 

Park in South Carolina and inventory Kemp's 

Ridley sea turtle hatchlings at Padre Island 

National Seashore in Texas. Last year volun

teers helped Alaska's Yukon-Charley Rivers 

National Preserve enter its first-ever float in 
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the local Fourth of July Parade. And they lit 
more than 8,000 luminaries at what is now 
Palo Alto Battlefield National Historical Site, 
one for each Mexican and American soldier 
who fought in a string of 1864 battles along 
the Rio Grande. In some national parks, you 
see the work of volunteers by looking up: Vol
unteers helped release 13 California condors 
to the skies over Pinnacles National Monu
ment this year, and every year they turn 
more than 27,000 pairs of eyes to the heavens 
above Utah's Bryce Canyon during stargaz
ing programs. In other parks, their efforts are 
most evident by looking down: Volunteers at 
Mammoth Cave National Park in Kentucky 
helped facilitate the largest "mock cave res
cue" in park history last year, and volunteers 

in Nevada aided in the reintroduction of 
the Bonneville cutthroat trout to its native 
streams in Great Basin National Park. 

In a time when the Park Service is oper
ating with an $800 million annual budget 
shortfall, VIPs in their green uniforms and 
"Volunteer" patches have become nearly as 
visible as the rangers themselves. Last year, 
volunteers in Badlands National Park in 
South Dakota led 40 percent of the interpre
tive programs and made 60 percent of the 
visitor contacts. 

"Volunteers have become absolutely vi
tal to our park," says Babette Collavo, who 
oversees the Great Smoky Mountains' vol
unteer program, the third largest in the na
tion. "Last year alone, our program provided 

services equivalent to the hiring of 56 per
manent staff. They are filling gaps that oth
erwise simply wouldn't get filled." 

They are retirees and ranchers, scientists 
and schoolteachers. They are college presi
dents and college students. Each summer, 
the Student Conservation Association, now 
in its 50th year, deploys nearly 3,000 volun
teers to parks, forests, and refuges all over 
the country. These crews of six to eight high 
school and college students cut trails, build 
bridges, and participate in interpretive pro
grams, donating 1.6 million hours—much 
of them in national parks. 

Many VIPs, like Karen Halbersleban, are 
area residents who volunteer to become more 
familiar with nearby parks. For others, the 
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RESEARCHERS INSPECT a wolf carcass 

discovered by volunteers in Apostle Islands. 

PARK VOLUNTEERS HELP count elk In 

Colorado's Rocky Mountain National Park, 

restore California condor populations in 

Pinnacles National Monument, and monitor 

Kemp's Ridley sea turtle nests in Padre Island 

National Seashore in Texas (left)-



The Park Service estimates the 
value of the volunteer work force to 

exceed $91 million annually. 

O N THE W E B 

Want to learn more? 

Read about the experiences of NPCA's 

legislative representative Alan Spears, who 

spent a week volunteering at Haleakala 

National Park in Hawaii. Visit www.npca. 

org/magazine/2007/spring. 

journey is considerably longer. Last year the 

International VIP program placed 117 volun

teers from 34 countries in 43 U.S. national 

parks—people like Patricio Bustos, a veteri

nary science student from Chile who spent 

five months in Rocky Mountain National 

Park tracking mountain lions and helping 

with bear monitoring projects. 

Bob Krumenaker, the superintendent of 

Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, who 

himself began his career as a park volunteer, 

understands the motivation many volunteers 

feel. "Parks represent motherhood and apple 

pie for many people," he says, "the 'best 

idea America ever had,' as Wallace Stegner 

said. And, as corny as this may sound, pub

lic service still resonates with people in this 

country. Volunteering in a beautiful, historic 

place gives them a chance to give something 

back and add depth to their relationship 

with the parks." 

For a growing number of volunteers, add

ing that depth has meant combining volun

teering and vacation. "Stomping through 

the thick woods with a backpack full of 40 

pounds of moose bones may seem like a 

strange vacation to some," says Dr. Rolf Pe

terson, "but there are people who come back 

every single year." Over the past 19 years, 

nearly 500 Earthwatch volunteers have par

ticipated in Peterson's classic wolf-moose 

study on Isle Royale National Park, ponying 

up $950 and paying their own travel expens

es for the privilege of scouring the island and 

collecting moose bones for analysis. "It is the 

hardest work many of them have ever done," 

Peterson says, but there are paybacks. "This 

spring we hiked 42 miles and never set foot 

on a trail. These volunteers get a view of Isle 

Royale that most hikers could only dream 

of." And sometimes they are rewarded with 

close-up views of wolves, too. "Two years 

ago, an Earthwatch volunteer got a full-

frame photograph of a wolf peeking into the 

flap of his tent," says Peterson. 

The latest VIP annual report lists the 

value of services rendered by national park 

volunteers in the most recent fiscal year at 

$91,260,000. But for the volunteers them

selves, it goes far beyond monetary value. 

Dick Marin volunteers with the Elk Bugle 

Corps in Rocky Mountain National Park 

during the September rutting season, when 

huge bull elk arrive en masse, followed by 

countless tourists; volunteers educate the 

public, keep them at a safe distance, and 

enjoy the elk themselves. "To be alone in a 

remote part of the park, surrounded by elk 

and see the moon rise over the Rocky Moun

tains on a warm fall night—I wish everyone, 

once in their lifetime, could be where I was 

that night." How do you put a decimal point 

on a face-to-face encounter with a wolf or 

tally up the value of a moonrise? How do 
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A VOLUNTEER TRAIL CREW 
in Mount Rainier National Park, 
Washington, digs into Pinnacle Saddle 
Trail to improve footing for hikers. 
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you put dollar signs on the view from the 

top of the 112-foot tower at the Michigan 

Island Light? 

"That became my favorite spot," says 

Halbersleban, the college president-turned-

keeper. "It was the place I felt the most con

nection with the keepers of the past." Today 

in Apostle Islands National Lakeshore, the 

lights are all automated. The Michigan Is

land light snaps on at dusk and off at dawn 

with the aid of solar-powered timing devic

es. There is no coal to haul for the steam-

powered foghorns that once bellowed from 

some of the Apostle's seven lights, no wicks 

to trim (a task that earned keepers the nick

name "wickies"). Still, the days of a volun

teer keeper fall into a natural rhythm like the 

keepers of the past, a cadence set by chores 

and visitors, the needs of the light, and the 

realities of the living conditions. 

"As my life slowed into nature's rhythm," 

Halberslaben says, "I rediscovered the joys of 

being unplugged. With no electric lights, I 

found myself going to bed when it got dark 

and getting up with the sun." There was, 

however, grass to mow, trails to keep clear, 

and an inquisitive black bear to shoo away 

from interpretive signs. But the real work be

gan when the tour boats approached. 

"Lighthouses are the symbols of these is

lands for most visitors," says Superintendent 

Krumenaker. "Without access to a light

house, their experience here would be much 

different, and, frankly, without the help of 

volunteers who now occupy all but one of 

the lighthouses where we have staffing, it 

would simply not be possible to provide the 

opportunities that we do." 

For a teacher with a Ph.D. in history, 

weaving the stories of the lighthouses and 

their keepers came easily. Halberslaben gave 

99 tours to a total of 495 visitors during her 

stint. One, in particular, she remembers 

quite vividly. 

"There was a very elderly woman on the 

tour boat one day who was determined to 

get up the tower," she recalls. "It must have 

taken her 20 minutes just to climb the 139 

steps to the lighthouse station. Then she was 

faced with another 110 steps to the top of the 

tower. I remember asking her, 'Are you sure 

you're up to this?' But she wouldn't stop." 

Despite having to literally crawl on her hands 

and knees at times, the woman made it to the 

top, with the keeper's help. "When I asked 

her why she wanted to do this so badly, she 

told me that she had planned to do it with her 

husband before his recent death, and that she 

was doing it for both of them," Halbersleban 

says. "That was a moment I really felt like [my 

presence] made a difference." 

When the tour boats left at the end of each 

day, Halbersleban took a water bottle, her 

radio, and a canvas chair to her favorite spot 

atop the tower. All alone, living out a dream 

on an island, she watched the sun set over Lake 

Superior until it was dark enough to see the 

lighthouse beam. "That beam became a kind 

of symbol for me," she says, "a light shining 

out into the darkness. It's what I think educa

tion is all about." And it's not a bad symbol for 

her work and the work of thousands of others 

like her in our national parks, a light shining 

bright and gleaming out into the world, NP 

Jeff Rennicke is the author of Jewels On the 

Water: Lake Superior's Apostle Islands and a 

former volunteer keeper himself. 

For information on volunteer opportunities throughout 
the national parks, contact the following organizations: 

• The National Parks Conservation Association offers events and 

volunteering opportunities sponsored by its regional offices: 

www.npca.org/take action/upcoming events. 

• National Park Service VIP Program: www.nps.gov/volunteer 

• Apostle Islands National Lakeshore: www.friendsoftheapostleislands.org. 

• Earthwatch offers volunteer programs on state and federal lands as well as 

international trips: www.earthwatch.org or (800) 776-0188. 

• Sierra Club and Wilderness Volunteers offer opportunities in the national parks 

and other federal lands: www.sierraclub.org/outings/national/service 

or (415) 977-5500; www.wildernessvolunteers.org or (928) 556-0038. 
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BY TIM VANDERPOOL 

THE PROTECTION OF ANCIENT LANDSCAPES 
hangs in limbo as Congress fails to provide funding to 
expand Petrified Forest National Park in Arizona. 
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I P ! a promise 

HI fulfilled 
Three years ago. Congress passed 

legislation expanding Petrified Forest 

National Park, sett ing aside more than 

100,000 acres of land that fascinate 

geologists and paleontologists alike. 

But things haven't quite turned out 

the way they were supposed to. 
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a promise 

unfulfilled 

RANCHERS LIKE MIKE FITZGERALD, 

who quit the cattle business five years ago, 

are desperate to sell land adjacent to Petrified 

Forest National Park (topi. 

M
ike Fitzgerald stands within 

a vanished world, his work 

boots crunching loose white 

gravel as he sidesteps fossil re

mains along a path teeming with pctroglyphs. 

Amiable and lanky, he is a cowboy by birth. 

But recently, he has become an impromptu 

tour guide, hauling visitors to the primordial 

treasures strewn across his Twin Buttcs Ranch 

in northern Arizona. 

Fitzgerald doesn't relish his new role. But 

he's revealing this hidden world to outsiders 

in the hopes that they'll persuade Congress 

to protect it. Still, he isn't holding his breath. 

Today, he's among several ranchers waiting 

to transfer property to the adjacent Petrified 

Forest National Park. 

Those ranchers thought they already had 

a deal back in 2004, when Congress autho

rized a 125,000-acre expansion of the park, 

more than doubling its size to 225,000 acres. 

Along with petroglyphs and other artifacts 

from the Triassic period, the new boundary 

would enhance a wilderness area and enclose 

a globally significant fossil repository called 

the Chinle Escarpment. Stretching along six 

miles of parkland (and extending as far as 

Utah), the huge formation contains remains 

dating back 220 million years, from croco

dile-like phytosaurs to armored, plant-eating 

aetosaurs. 

But that authorization was just the first 

step. The next step—getting the funding 

or "appropriations" to make the actual pur

chase—is proving an even bigger challenge. 

And the hold-up threatens to unravel pend

ing deals with these willing sellers. 

"1 don't think I can hold out much lon

ger," says Fitzgerald, who quit the cattle busi

ness in 2002 after his herd was devastated by 

steady drought. Now he needs money, and if 

it doesn't come from Congress, it could just as 
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PARK EXPANSION would protect 125,000 

additional acres in the Petrified Desert, including 

fragile fossil and cultural remains like the 

petroglyphs on Bill Jeffers' ranch. 

easily come from real estate speculators eager 

to snatch this ranch land bordering a national 

park. "We have these natural resources out 

here, and the federal government says they 

want it," he says. "So why don't they buy it?" 

Therein lies a very complex question, 

one steeped in politics and federal budget 

restraints. Still, it's hardly a new one, ac

cording to David Brooks, senior Democratic 

counsel for the Senate Energy and Natural 

Resources Committee. Amid high hopes, 

Brooks helped draft Petrified Forest's ex

pansion legislation. Now, like everyone else, 

he's waiting for it to be funded. "It's not un

common for acquisitions to lag several years 

behind the authorization," says Brooks. But 

that lag time has grown even longer in recent 

years, as a conservative Congress has proven 

to be quite stingy with expansion funds. 

Brooks blames powerful appropriations 

committee chairs who were philosophically 

opposed to federal land acquisition. Al

though he predicts opposition to soften as 

Congress shifts to Democratic control, he 

doesn't expect acquisition funds to simply 

start flowing. "The budget numbers set the 

parameters for how much money is available 

for park boundaries," he says. "And those 

numbers are pretty tight." 

And Petrified Forest is not alone. Around 

the nation, many park superintendents are 

eyeing land they consider critical for pres

ervation. It ranges from key wildlife habitat 

within southern Arizona's Saguaro National 

Park to historic battlefields at Gettysburg 

National Military Park threatened by adja

cent development (see sidebar, page 50). 

Much of the challenge arises from Con

gress's failure to follow through on a prom

ise made more than 40 years ago. In 1964, 

President Lyndon Johnson signed legislation 

creating the Land and Water Conservation 

Fund, which was to set aside up to $450 mil

lion annually to fund land acquisition for the 

federal agencies including the Park Service 
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a promise 

unfulfilled 

W hen these Pennsylvania pas

tures were set aside in 1895 to 

mark the site of a bloody Civil 

War battle, few could have imagined that 

Gettysburg National Military Park would 

someday battle the creep of residential 

development. But that's just what is hap

pening, as this park struggles to preserve 

its historical integrity. 

Like Petrified Forest National Park, 

Gettysburg is awaiting appropriations 

from Congress to fulfill expansion plans 

approved back in 1990. Those land pur

chases are vital, says park spokeswoman 

Katie Lawhon. "The boundary expansion 

resulted from extensive studies of proper

ties related to the Battle of Gettysburg. But 

17 years after |the congressional authoriza

tion], we're just slowly chipping away at 

our backlog of land acquisitions." 

The issue gets more complicated as time 

passes. Consider that Gettysburg's current 

boundary encompasses 5,989 acres. But 

within those borders are 1,144 acres not yet 

protected from development, comprising 

86 different private parcels. "There's every

thing from a one-half-acre piece of land with 

a ranch home on it to bigger properties, in

cluding farms that are between 80 and 90 

acres each," Lawhon says. 

That presents a nagging worry for 

park officials who oversee this hallowed 

ground, where 400 Civil War cannons, 148 

historic buildings, and more than 1,300 

monuments draw 1.7 million visitors each 

year. The pressure on Gettysburg is grow

ing, as commuters from Washington, D.C., 

find it an increasingly attractive and afford

able place to build homes. 

Even as Gettysburg struggles to protect 

the past, however, there have been victo

ries. For example, The Gettysburg Founda

tion recently donated $1.2 million to pur

chase the site of Pickett's Charge, where 

Union forces were attacked by 12,000 

Confederate soldiers on July 3, 1863. A 

motel on that property has been removed, 

and the fields have been restored to con

templative quiet. "We've even established 

a wayside exhibit talk about four soldiers 

who received medals of honor for fight

ing on that particular battlefield," says 

Lawhon. "These places still have a great 

deal of meaning for Americans today." 

and Forest Service using revenue generated 

primarily from off-shore oil and gas drilling. 

But Congress often chooses to spend that 

money elsewhere. In recent years, the amount 

allocated to purchase national park lands has 

fallen from $125 million in 2001 to $31 mil

lion in 2006. The legislative boundaries of 

national parks now include 1.8 million acres 

of privately owned land valued at approxi

mately $1.9 billion. 

Valley Forge National Historical Park in 

Pennsylvania was one of the fortunate ones. 

In 2004, NPCA led an advocacy campaign 

prompting 300 activists to protest a devel

oper's plan for luxury homes on private land 

within the park; soon after, Congress allo

cated $7.5 million to purchase the property. 

The properties neighboring Petrified For

est aren't at risk of imminent development, but 

artifacts, petrified wood, and other national 

treasures just beyond park boundaries remain 

at risk. "There are individuals who show up 

with backhoes, and dig the heck out of the 

land," says Petrified Forest Superintendent Lee 

Baiza. "We fly the boundary twice a year, but 

if degradation is occurring on private property, 

we don't have leeway to do much about it." 

And so this park with permission to 

grow—but not the money that growth re

quires—is forced to bide its time. It's difficult 

to estimate when Congress might appropri

ate the funds to the National Park Service, 

though Petrified Forest boasts good friends 

in high places: In October 2006, Sen. Jon Kyi 

(R-AZ) and Rep. Rick Renzi (R-AZ) sent In

terior Secretary Dirk Kempthorne a letter re

questing $4 million for the park's expansion. 

But there are no guarantees that the money 

will find its way into the 2008 budget. 

And even if it does, $4 million is only 

a drop in the bucket compared with the 

total expansion costs, estimated at $15 to 

$25 million. Clearly, the acquisitions will 

be piecemeal. Since the expansion was ap

proved, speculators have busily begun sub

dividing some smaller parcels. For the Park 

Service, that means cutting deals with an ever

growing number of landowners. "One proper

ty has been subdivided from 40 acres down to 

2.5-acre parcels over the last year-and-a-half," 

says Baiza, adding that several properties have 

even been placed for bid on eBay. Amidst the 

rush of activity, simply estimating the value of 

the land becomes a nearly impossible task. 
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"The appraisal process is a critical fac
tor in conservation purchases like these, 
and it can be incredibly complicated," says 
Dave Nimkin, NPCA's Southwest Regional 
director. "The question is, do you estimate 
the land's value as raw land? Is it the value 
as a natural resource? As an archaeological 
treasure? Or the value if the land were to be 
developed? I don't know the answer—that's 
the dilemma that has turned this process into 
a nightmare for willing sellers." 

Indeed, the day Congress authorizes a park 
expansion, the land is immediately less attrac
tive to other potential buyers, though specu
lators might snatch it up with hopes of turn
ing a quick profit or exchanging the land for 
government property closer to an urban area. 
But ranchers who want to sell to the govern
ment quickly find its appraisal process doesn't 
generally account for the land's archaeologi
cal significance. So although people like Mike 
Fitzgerald clearly want to do the right thing, 
they often get caught in the middle. 

Scott Higginson just wants to see the 
resources protected from thieves and van
dals. Higginson is executive vice president 
for NZ Legacy, a company that owns prop
erty designated for the expansion, and he's 
been negotiating with BLM for a 7,700-acre 

exchange. "Our objective is button it up, 
slam it shut, and get it to the federal govern
ment as quickly as we can," he says. 

But less scrupulous landowners aren't so 
concerned about protecting those precious 
fossils and cultural remains. "There's been 
a considerable amount of archaeological pil
fering and illegal collecting on private and 
public land next to the park," says Dr. David 
Gillette, curator of vertebrate paleontology 
at the Museum of Northern Arizona in Flag
staff Gillette has spent decades conducting 
research at Petrified Forest, and he says a 
price tag can't be placed on such destruction. 
"Those rocks contain fossils that record the 
time when all modern terrestrial ecosystems 
originated. The Chinle formation itself has 
global significance." 

Those resources provide not only a learn
ing tool for visitors, but an invaluable, open-
air classroom. "I'm a big advocate for this 
expansion," he says. "This area could be an 
important tool for educating and training 
the next generation of scientists." (In fact, 
Gilette has testified before Congress and 
penned an essay for National Parks magazine 
to that effect five years ago.) 

Back at Twin Buttes Ranch, Mike Fitzger
ald knows he's taking a risk just by publiciz-

UNTIL FUNDING IS ALLOCATED for the 
purchase of the land, artifacts and fossils may 
continue to be pilfered from the landscape. 

ing such treasures. He's already chased loot
ers off his land more than once, and the years 
of delays just leave him more concerned and 
more perplexed. "Everybody is in favor of the 
expansion," he says. "So why won't Congress 
put in the money?" He pauses, reaching down 
for a dinosaur bone. "We're not trying to take 
advantage of the situation," he says. "We're 
only asking what the land is worth." NP 

Tim Vanderpool is a Tucson-based freelance 

writer whose work has appeared in publications 

ranging from National Wildlifelo Outside. 

SPRING 2007 51 

X 
Q 

Q-
O 

2 

X 

< 
X 
X 
o 
o 
X 

X 

I-



F O R U M 

A Ranger's Return 
In August 1976, a president used the 
grand stage of Yel lowstone to pledge 
his commi tment to the national parks. 
Three decades later, his wo rds remain 

as meaningful as ever. 

By President Gerald R. Ford 

A s every American certainly knows by 

now, our nation's 38th President, 

Gerald Ford, passed away in the wan

ing days of 2006. Although Ford is remem

bered for his endeavors as a collegiate athlete 

and his role in helping the nation recover from 

Watergate and Vietnam, few people realize his 

connection to the National Park Service. Ford 

was the only President to serve as a park ranger, 

working as a seasonal employee at Yellowstone 

in the summer of 1936. And during his brief 

time in office, he oversaw the creation of 18 na

tional parks, including Big Cypress National 

Preserve, Big Tliicket National Preserve, and 

Valley Forge National Historical Park. 

On August 29th, 1976, Ford returned to 

Yellowstone and used the nation's bicentennial 

as an opportunity to pledge his support for one 

of its greatest assets—the National Park Sys

tem. As you 'II read. Ford hoped to double the 

size of the nation's parks and recreation areas 

with an investment of $1.5 billion over ten 

years. It was a promise he was unable to keep, 

as he lost the presidential election to Jimmy 

Carter several months later. But as the nation 

prepares for the centennial of the Park Service 

in 2016, the words Ford spoke 30 years ago 

serve to remind us of the value of investing in 

"America'sgreatest idea." 

Labor Day, next weekend, marks the end 

of a glorious summer. It means one more 

carefree holiday before we all go back to 

school, back to work, back to the duties we 

must do to build better lives for ourselves, 

our children, and our country. 

For many families it means one last 

chance to get out of town, out into the sun, 

under the stars, close to nature's beauties 

and nature's creatures. For me this is a mo

ment that I have been looking forward to for 

a long, long t ime—to return to Yellowstone 

where I spent one of the greatest summers 

of my life. 

I have been telling my family about 

that summer ever since.... And this time, I 

brought some of the family along. [My son,] 

Jack, as you know, is no stranger to Yel

lowstone. Two years ago this month he was 

working as a ranger at a tower station—actu

ally, he was out fishing—when he got a sud

den summons to come to Washington to see 

his old man get a new job. 
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Matching Challenge Grant can triple the impact of your gift: 

+ 

Your $1 $2 Matching Funds $3 Total to NPCA Endowment! 

T
riple the impact of your gift and help NPCA 
sustain its park protection efforts well into the 
future. Last spring, one of our 300,000 

members made an extraordinary commitment by 
pledging a gift of $20 million as a matching 
challenge grant during the next four years. Half of 
the gift will expand NPCA's operations, outreach and 
regional programs. 

Another $10 million will match gifts for NPCA's 
endowment, including bequests and planned gifts. 
For every additional dollar committed to our 
endowment, the challenge grantor will contribute 
two dollars. Income earned by NPCA's endowment 
will help fund important park protection programs 
each year. 

There are at least three ways you can triple the 
impact of your gift to NPCA by taking advantage of 
this extraordinary challenge: 

• Inform NPCA that you have decided to include a 
bequest for NPCA in your will, trust, or estate 
plan. Your bequest intent of a specific dollar 
amount will be matched 2-to-I. 

• Make a planned gift to NPCA, such as a 
Charitable Gift Annuity, that can provide income 
for life, in addition to charitable tax deductions. 

• Make an outright gift to NPCA's endowment. 

Your endowment gift, combined with the matching 
funds it generates, will help to ensure that NPCA will 
be able to continue its park protection programs for 
generations to come. 

To find out more, please call Director of Gift 
Planning Morgan Dodd toll-free 1-877-468-5775 

or e-mail him at mdodd@npca.org 

Please send me more information on how to triple the 
impact of my gift to NPCA's endowment. 

I would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 

I have already included NPCA in my estate plans. 

Name 

Address _ 

City. . State _ -Z ip . 

Phone . E-mail. 

What will your legacy be? 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
1300 19th Street, NW Washington, DC 20036 
giftplanning@npca.org • www.npca.org/giftplanning 

mailto:mdodd@npca.org
mailto:giftplanning@npca.org
http://www.npca.org/giftplanning


So, today, it is a sentimental return to the 

scene of wonderful memories for two of the 

Fords and a new experience for [my daugh

ter] Susan, who hopes to get some good Yel

lowstone photographs like she did last sum

mer at Yosemite. 

Family vacations—especially among the 

majestic mountains of the West—are a tradi

tion of our family. My parents always took 

my brothers and myself to lakes and woods in 

my state of Michigan before I was big enough 

to go myself as a Boy Scout. There is some-

mitred to conserve and to cherish our incom

parable natural heritage—our wildlife, our 

air, our waters, and our land, itself. 

More than a century ago we began to save 

our natural heritage for the enjoyment of fu

ture Americans with the National Park Sys

tem, of which Yellowstone is the oldest and 

the largest. This year alone we expect 260 

million Americans to visit and enjoy our 287 

national parks that spread from the Virgin 

Islands to Maine to Alaska and to Hawaii. 

And I am sure there are times when some of 

"Being alone w i th nature strengthens our 
love for one another and for our country." 

thing wonderful about the wide open spaces 

that is almost a necessity for Americans. Be

ing alone with nature strengthens our love 

for one another and for our country. 

For those who live close to the land, this is 

nothing new. But as more and more Ameri

cans live in cities, the lure of the mountains, 

the beaches, the lakes, the rivers becomes 

more and more compelling. So, I have a seri

ous as well as a sentimental reason for this 

visit today. 

O u r Bicentennial Fourth of July turned 

out to be a very profound experience for mil

lions and millions of Americans. 

Somehow, despite our difficulties and 

our differences—perhaps because of them— 

Americans recaptured the essential spirit and 

greatness that makes us a very special kind of 

people. We realized again what a wonderful 

thing it is just to be an American. 

As I thought about the changes that have 

taken place in this great country—not only 

in the last two years but during the last two 

centuries—I also thought about those things 

that must never change. Those unchanging 

things really make us Americans. They are 

the things we must pass on to future gen

erations. Some are intangible, invisible—our 

deep religious and moral convictions, our 

bonds of family and community, our po

litical values embodied in the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution. But we 

have other common treasures that are ma

terial and visible, that can be damaged and 

destroyed by man. We must be equally com-

you thought that all 260 million people were 

camping on your camp site. [Laughter] 

We have had a wonderful Bicentennial. 

We celebrated what our patriotic founders 

and our immigrant ancestors handed down 

to us. We renewed our vows to their vision 

of freedom and equality. But I found my

self saying we ought to do more. Can't we 

do something special, as our Bicentennial 

birthday present to future generations, a gift 

that will be gratefully remembered 100 years 

from now? We can. 

I, therefore, decided upon a 10-year na

tional commitment to double [the expanse 

of] America's national parks, recreation ar

eas, wildlife sanctuaries, urban parks, and 

historic sites. 

1 will send to the Congress, Tuesday, a 

Bicentennial Land Heritage Act, which calls 

for a pledge of $1500 million during the next 

10 years. It will more than double our present 

acreage of land for national parks, recreation 

areas, and wildlife sanctuaries; beginning 

development of these new lands to make 

them accessible and enjoyable; improving 

facilities and increasing dedicated personnel 

at existing national parks; making available 

$200 million for urban parks; bringing the 

benefits of nature to those who live in our 

cities; and accelerating the development of 

parklands and sanctuaries now delayed for 

lack of manpower and of money. 

This national commitment means we 

may have to tighten our belts elsewhere a bit, 

but it is the soundest investment in the future 
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of America that I can envision. We must act 

now to prevent the loss of treasures that can 

never be replaced for ourselves, our children, 

and for future generations of Americans. 

I call upon all Americans—our Bicen

tennial generation which has enjoyed the 

blessings of liberty and the pursuit of hap

piness, ours for 200 years—to join in a great 

new undertaking to improve the quality of 

our lives and of our land... . I remember as 

a ranger the first time I stood alone on In

spiration Point over at Canyon Station look

ing out over this beautiful land. I thought to 

myself how lucky I was that my parents' and 

grandparents' generation had the vision and 

the determination to save it for us. Now it is 

our turn to make our own gift outright to 

those who will come after us, 15 years, 40 

years, 100 years from now. 1 want to be as 

faithful to my grandchildren's generation as 

Old Faithful has been to ours. What better 

way can we add a new dimension to our third 

century of freedom? NP 

Courtesy of John Woolley and Gerhard 

Peters, The American Presidency Project, 

www.presidency.ucsb.edu. 

GERALD FORD as a YellowsMnTr 
ranger, June 1936. 
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H I S T O R I C T R A V E L P L A N N E R 

F rom the breathtaking mansions of 
Newport to the picture-perfect Gay 

Head Bluffs of Martha's Vineyard, New 
England has a distinct charm that visitors 
remember for years to come. The rustic sea
port villages and quaint island towns of the 
northeastern shore are rich in maritime 
history, and accented with Victorian clap
board houses. This cozy corner of the United 
States offers a wealth of activities for every 
type of traveler. There is so much to do it is 
impossible to choose just one coastal town 
to visit! 

Luckily, American Cruise Lines offers you 
the opportunity to "harbor hop" the islands 
of New England, wrapping all of the seafar
ing heritage, beauty and excitement of the 
northeast into one amazing trip. Spend eight 
days cruising along the calm shores, wit
nessing the ever-changing scenery, stopping 
at fabulous ports of call, and taking in the 
fresh salty air. In addition, passengers will 
enjoy the comforts of their brand new ship, 
part of the newest fleet in the industry, 
which includes extra spacious staterooms, 
lounges, and a well-stocked library. Specially 

arranged activities and lectures will be host
ed by local historians and naturalists, and 
tantalizing feasts including scallops and 
lobsters will be prepared by the expert staff 
of chefs. With fewer than 100 fellow passen
gers, guests also relish in the personalized 
service and utmost attention given by the 
all-American crew. 

Why decide on one New England location 
to visit when you can see them all? Pack 

your suitcase once, and explore each charm
ing island and bustling harbor with American 
Cruise Lines. 

For those travelers who wish to witness 
the splendor of a different area along the 
east coast, American Cruise Lines offers 
eight other irresistible itineraries. 

To learn more about any of the 
magnificent coastal tours call 800-814-6880 
or visit www.americancruiselines.com. 
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Harbor Hopping in New England 
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HISTORIC T R A V E L P L A N N E R 

Taking you where history happened 

H ave you ever wondered about the 
details of General Custer's life after his 

unprecedented rise from lieutenant to gen
eral during the Civil War? HistoryAmerica 
has two upcoming tours that explore 
aspects of the post-Civil War life of the "Boy 
General." Each tour takes you to one of our 
beautiful and historic National Monuments. 

July 8-14, 2007 Neil Mangum, retired 
chief historian and superintendent of the 
Little Bighorn Battlefield National 
Monument, leads Crazy Horse and Custer: 
The Legend of the Little Bighorn. On this 
tour gain an understanding of the spectacu
lar and tragic Battle of the Little Bighorn and 
the Sioux Wars which led to this legendary 
conflict. Roaming the battlefields of the 
post-Civil War frontier and the sites of the 
heroic stands of the U.S. Army, you will feel 
the power of Sitting Bull's medicine, the 
plight of the Indians fighting to preserve 
their way of life, and the desperation of the 
U.S. soldiers who fought so heroically. This 
story is one of boldness and bravery. 

July 22-29, John D. McDermott, noted 
authority on the American West, leads Paha 
Sapa: The Historic Black Hills. This is an 
exciting story of discovery and conquest. 

Isolated and mysterious, the Black Hills were 
the last uncharted place in the United States. 
Home to several Indian tribes, they were the 
center of Sioux culture. Reports of gold from 
Custer's 1874 expedition brought thousands 
of trespassing miners into the Sioux 
homeland. Retrace the expedition's route 
with photographer Paul Horstad. At Mt. 
Rushmore hear Sioux interpreters present 
their history, at Crazy Horse Memorial stand 

on the arm of the colossal sculpture and look 
out over spectacular vistas, visit the sites of 
U.S. and Indian conflicts and view some of 
the nation's most memorable historic sites. 

On every HistoryAmerica tour your guide 
is a noted historian and author who is an 
expert in the history of the region. If you are 
fascinated by our nation's history there is no 
more interesting and enjoyable way to learn. 

For more details call 1-800-628-8542. 

IHISTORYAMERICATOURS 
Taking you when history happened 

Our exciting 2007 schedule! 
• Oliver Hazard Perry: The War of 1812 on Lake Erie • 

June 3 - 9 with Historian Guide Craig Symonds 
* Crazy Horse and Custer: The Legend of the Little Bighorn * 

July 8 - 1 5 with Historian Guide Neil Mangum 
* Paha Sapa: The Historic Black Hills * 

July 22 - 29 with Historian Guide John D. McDermott 
• The Sioux Wars: The Minnesota and Dakota Uprisings * 

September 17-24 with Historian Guide Ed Bearss 
it The Best of Bearss: The Campaign for East Tennessee * 

September 25 - October 2 with Historian Guide Ed Bearss 
* Antietam & Gettysburg: Killing Grounds that Changed America * 

October 7 - 14 with Historian Guide James McPherson 
• World War II South Pacific Cruise • 

. November 12 -28 with Historian Guide Ed Bearss 

HistoryAmerica TOURS 4265 Peridot Lane, Rapid City, SD 57702 Phone (605) 348-2250 Fax (605) 342-8471 
For reservations and information contact HISTORYAMERICA TOURS (800) 628-8542 www.historyamerica.com 
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HISTORIC T R A V E L PLANNER 

Explore California's Wild Side at Mammoth Lakes 

T he town of Mammoth Lakes sits high 
in the eastern Sierra Nevada 

Mountains of California. Mammoth Lakes 
is the perfect base from which to explore 
California's wild side. The rugged beauty 
of the High Sierras frame ghost towns, pris

tine national forest and wilderness lands, 
and crystal-clear lakes and streams. 

The ski area of Mammoth Mountain is 
consistently selected as one of the top win
ter sports destinations in North America, 
with a typical season lasting from early 

November to late May and averaging over 
four hundred inches of snow annually. 

With the warmer summer months comes 
an almost unlimited choice of outdoor 
activities, from trout fishing and hiking to 
mountain biking and golf. Mammoth Lakes 
is host to a number of popular music 
events throughout the year with outdoor jazz 
and blues concerts attracting a loyal 
following. 

Mammoth Lakes has a full complement 
of services to make every visit a memorable 
one. There are a variety of lodging options, 
from campsites and cabins to hotels and lux
ury condominiums. Mammoth Lakes has a 
number of great bars and restaurants offer
ing something for every taste. 

Mammoth Lakes is conveniently located 
within a half day's drive from Las Vegas, Los 
Angeles, Death Valley and San Francisco, 
and in the summer it is just a forty-five 
minute drive to the eastern entrance of 
Yosemite National Park. 

To find out more or to request 
your free vacation planning guide, 
call 888-GoMammoth or visit us at 
www.VisitMammoth.com 

Yosemite National Park 

Devils Postpile National Monument 

Mammoth Lakes Basin 

Mono Lake Scenic Area 

Bodie State Historic Park 

ELEVATE 
YOUR SENSES 
Breathtaking lakes. Exhilarating 

trails. World-class spas. Whatever 

you need to nourish body and 

soul, you'll find it at Mammoth 

Lakes, in California's Eastern 

High Sierra. 

COLL OR CLICK FOR 0 FREE VOCATION PLPNNER: 8 8 8 " G O MPMMOTH WWW. MPMMOTHLPKES.TRAVEL 
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The Outer Banks of North Carolina 

M illions of visitors flock to the Outer 
Banks each year to enjoy over 100 

miles of beaches and scenic beauty. But vis
itors are also drawn by the area's unique 
place in American history. It is here that 
Wilbur and Orville Wright made the first 
powered airplane flight and where English 
settlers in 1587 attempted colonization on 
Roanoke Island, predating Jamestown by 

more than 20 years. Visitors to Roanoke 
Island Festival Park, with its panoramic view 
of Roanoke Sound, experience a celebration 
of history, education and arts. Adventurers 
will find no fewer than nine major historical 
sites and cultural attractions to explore. 

To plan your own adventure, call 
877-OBX-4FUN (629-4386) or visit online at 
www.outerbanks.org. 

Smooth Sailing with 
Maine Windjammers 

E very week on Penobscot Bay, off 
Maine's spectacular granite coast, 

the 12 tall ships in the Maine 
Windjammer Association provide cruises 
that transport passengers back to the 
golden age of sailing where deadlines and 
itineraries take a back seat to relaxation 
and beauty. Most of the windjammers 
are turn-of-the-century wooden cargo 
schooners that have been retrofitted to 
carry passengers. Together, they repre
sent the country's largest fleet of historic 
sailing ships. 

Each day, you sail past lighthouses and 
lobstermen, through narrow channels, 
and across great bays. Every evening, 
your windjammer drops anchor in the 
safe, snug harbor of a quiet fishing vil
lage, a bustling waterfront, a cove below 
the cliffs of Acadia National Park, or an 
island inhabited solely by nesting eagles 
and terns. Guests are invited to partici
pate in all shipboard activities, from 
taking a turn at the wheel to raising and 
lowering sails. The 12 ships in the Maine 
Windjammer Association have a well-
earned reputation for outstanding sailing 
adventures and delicious down-home 
cooking. One night everyone goes ashore 
for a traditional island lobster bake. 

Prices for three to six-day cruises 
range from $400 to $950 per person. For 
more information, call 800-807-WIND or 
visit www.sailmainecoast.com. 

5 8 NATIONAL PARKS 

We look up and see clouds. 
They saw the future. 

From the Wright Brothers' first flight to the Alligator River 
and Pea Island National Wildlife Refuges and the Lost Colony 
of Roanoke Island, the Outer Banks is history and nature 
come to life. For more information and a free travel guide, 
call 877.629.4386. outerbanks.org 

DUCK SOUTHERN SHORES KITTY HAWK KILL DEVIL HILLS • NAGS HEAD ROANOKE ISLAND • HATTERAS ISLAND • DARE MAINLAND 

tfeOuttr'Banl-s^ 
H II \ n IN VOL | | OUT R I M 
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Swiss Alpine Adventure 

A lpine Adventure Trails Tours Inc., the 
Swiss Alps specialist, has led day 

hikers exclusively in the Swiss Alps since 
1977 The tours base weekly in small 
three- and four-star family owned and 
operated Swiss inns with fine cuisine; 
and day hike the surrounding area. One-
and two-week trips are offered, with a 
maximum of 20 guests, and each guest 
has a choice of two hikes daily—one 
moderate, one more strenuous. 

For more information on all tours, 
contact one of our owner guides at 
888-478-4004, visit www.swisshiking.com 
or e-mail alpine@swisshiking.com. 

A Unique Rail Excursion 

C uyahoga Valley Scenic Railroad 
(CVSR) is one of the most scenic 

excursion railways in the country, and the 
only vintage railroad that runs within a 
national park. Operating in partnership 
with Cuyahoga Valley National Park in 
Ohio, it is dedicated to the preservation 
of passenger rail transportation along the 
historic Ohio & Erie Canalway. 

CVSR tracks stretch 51 miles south 
from Independence, Ohio, passing 
through Akron to Canton. 

CVSR operates trains year-round, 
offering alternative transportation in the 
national park, as well as Trail & Rail 
Flagstop service for bikers on the 
Towpath Trail. 

Call 80O468-4070 or visit www cvsr.com. 

C ountry Road Cabins offer comfort
able, deluxe AAA, triple 

diamond-rated log cabin rentals in West 
Virginia. Each cabin is fully equipped with 
a hot tub, fireplace, bed linens, and tow
els. The cabins are available year-round 
and are located in a scenic wooded area 
near two national recreation areas. World-
class Whitewater rafting is only minutes 
away at Adventures Mountain River. 
Mountain biking, rock climbing, horse
back riding, and hiking are also available 
to combine with a cabin stay. 

Call (888) 712-2246 or visit us online at 
www.vwcabins.com for more information. 

Historic hotel welcomes 
you to Glacier Country 

A national historic landmark, Belton 
Chalet was built in 1910 and 

remains the grand hotel of yesteryear. 
Located at the west entrance of Glacier 
National Park, the Belton offers 25 rooms 
and two cottages decorated with original 
arts and crafts period furniture. Amenities 
include: continental breakfast, fine dining, 
taproom, day spa, facilities for weddings, 
receptions, conference and meeting 
rooms. Let us show you our incompara
ble Montana hospitality. 

For information, call 406-888-5000 or 
visit www.beltonchalet.com. 

The Glorious Hudson 
Valley: The Roosevelts 
Called it Home 

M agnificent mansions overlook one 
of the world's most beautiful 

rivers, in a county that's rich with history. 
Hyde Park and Dutchess County, New 
York invite you on an unforgettable jour
ney. Franklin D. Roosevelt's Presidential 
Library with the stunning WWII exhibit, 
"Freedom From Fear: FDR Commander-
in-Chief." Three national historic sites: 
FDR's Home, Eleanor Roosevelt's Val-Kill, 
and the extravagant Vanderbilt Mansion. 
Extraordinary history, marvelous gardens, 
miles of hiking trails, fine dining, and a 
warm welcome await you. 

Visit www.historichydepark.org and 
www.dutchesstourism.com. 

Escape to the peaceful 
side of the Smoky 
Mountains 

E njoy the mountain air of Townsend, 
Tennessee—the peaceful side of the 

Smokies. Stay in cabins, hotels, bed and 
breakfasts, or camp sites. Learn about 
mountain history and culture at heritage 
sites and museums. Do arts and crafts, 
hike, bike, tube, fly fish, and ride horses. 
Celebrate Appalachian life at the spring 
and fall festivals in April and September. 

For more information or a free 
vacation guide, call 800-525-6834 or visit 
www.smokymountains.org. 
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Country Road Cabins 
located near national 
recreation areas 
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Winter Fun, Midnight Sun 

F airbanks is the gateway to your 
authentic Alaskan adventure. Come 

be energized in summer's land of the 
"midnight sun." See award-winning 
exhibits of Alaska's cultural and natural 
history. Shop for exquisite Alaskan crafts, 
both Athabascan and Eskimo. Be 
enthralled by winter's unsurpassed dis
play of the Northern Lights. Go mushing 
with a dog team on a wooded trail. From 
our riverfront location, a tour transports 
you to the edge of the Last Frontier, 
Denali, and the Arctic wilderness. 

Call us today 800-327-5774 or visit 
www.explorefairbanks.com. 

Glacier hiking in America's 
largest park 

K ennicott Glacier Lodge, offers the 
finest accommodations and dining in 

Wrangell-St. Elias National Park in Alaska. 
Built in 1987, the lodge has 35 guest 
rooms, two living rooms, a spacious din
ing room, and a 180-foot front porch with 
a spectacular panoramic view of the 
Wrangell Mountains, Chugach Mountains, 
and Kennicott Glacier. The homemade 
food, served family-style, has been called 
"wilderness gourmet dining." 

Guest activities at this destination 
resort include glacier trekking, flightsee-
ing, photography, alpine hiking, historical 
tours throughout the ghost town build
ings, nature tours, and river rafting. 

Call 800-582-5128 or visit us at 
www.KennicottLodge.com. 

See the Wonders of 
Alaska by Rail 

S ee the best of Alaska on the railroad. 
The wonders of Kenai Fjords 

National Park show the richness of 
Alaska's maritime ecology, and to the 
north, Denali National Park features Mount 
McKinley, North America's highest peak. 

Alaska Railroad's packaged itineraries 
make great vacations for national park 
lovers. The "Arctic Circle to Glacier Bay" 
package visits Denali, Glacier Bay, and 
Kenai Fjords National Parks. Upgrade to 
GoldStar Service on the Denali Star, and 
travel in style in new, luxurious double-
deck dome cars. 

Daily summer train adventures to 
Anchorage, Talkeetna, Fairbanks, Whittier, 
and Seward are also available. 

Visit www.AlaskaRailroad.com or call 
800-544-0552. 

Camp Hallo Bay Alaska 

H allo Bay Wilderness Camp is located 
on the Pacific Coast of Katmai 

National Park within one of the largest 
natural concentrations of brown bears in 
Alaska. Hallo Bay is able to provide a true 
wilderness experience without the 
crowds. Hallo Bay provides naturalist 
guides; comfortable, heated cabins; fami
ly style meals; solar and wind generated 
electricity; hot showers; and environmen
tally friendly, odorless, and sanitary 
composting toilet facilities. 

Please call 888-535-2237 or visit 
www.hallobay.com for more details. 

Discover Northeast 
Tennessee 

N ortheast Tennessee is a naturalist's 
paradise. At Roan Mountain State 

Park, a 6,285-foot peak offers breathtak
ing views of the Appalachian Mountain 
Range and features the largest natural 
rhododendron garden in the world. The 
Nolichukcy River, offers Whitewater exhil
aration for every level of enthusiast. 

America's first frontier is still out there 
in the mountains of Northeast Tennessee. 
Around here, you are never far away from 
kayaking, hiking, camping, back road 
cycling, rock climbing and great fishing. 

Discover the region's beautiful sur
roundings, rich history, lively culture and 
welcoming people. For information, visit 
www.netta.com or call (800) 468-6882. 

T^ES&IRAILS 
O/JVORTHEAST TENNESSEE 

E N G A G I N G 
STORIES of an 

EXTRAORDINARY 
PLACE 

DISCOVER 

* A rugged mountain railroad 

turned into an adventurous 

hiking and biking trail 

* Howling gray wolves at a 

3 . 0 0 0 acre nature preserve 

• The world's most 

exciting sports venue 

• A whitewater adventure 

down the southeast's 

deepest gorge 

See and hear it all...take an online tour 
at WWW.NETTA.COM 

I-80O-468-6882 
WWW.TOVACAnON.COM/NET- 1 800-GO2-TENN EXT. 324 
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Kenan film captures the 
power of the High Sierra 
Wilderness 

T his is an inspira
tional DVD about 

people who have 
found a way to enrich 
their lives through 
a wilderness experi
ence. The documentary 
was created by a 
veteran backcountry 
ranger with Kings 
Canyon National Park 
and filmed along the 
John Muir Trail in the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains of California. 

A reviewer with the Georgia Sierran 
said, "You have created an incredible gift 
for humanity, which had me both laughing 
and crying. Your film captures the very 
essence of what life should be about. This 
has to be shown at Sierra Club and envi
ronmental gatherings around the country." 

For more information about purchasing 
the DVD, visit www.messagefromthe-
mountains.net or call 888-641-7933. 

Take an extraordinary tour 

F rom the Canadian Rockies to Costa 
Rica, Caravan Tours has a fully guided 

tour for you. Tours range from eight to 11 
days and include hotels, meals, guides, 
activities, and a well-crafted itinerary. 

Here is what a recent client had to say 
about the number one selling tour in the 
world—Caravan's Costa Rica tour to the 
Grand Canyon with the Bryce and Zion tour: 
"The entire tour lived up to and exceeded 

our expectations. We enjoyed the fact that 
we didn't have to drive. The hotels and 
meals were taken care of, as well as our lug
gage handled professionally and in a very 
timely manner. We really enjoyed this tour 
and are of the opinion that we would strug
gle to duplicate it entirely on our own" 

Caravan tours will send you a free 
brochure by calling 1-800-Caravan, or visit 
their Web site at www.caravan.com. 

MESSAGE 
from the 

MOUNTAINS 
ABOUTIHEWD REVIEWS STIUSHOTS V1DE0CUPS BUY0NUNE 

www.messagefromthemountains.net 

New Film captures the glory 
and sense of peace of the 
High Sierra Wilderness. 

• The Inyo Register 

A video that was i years in the making 
along the John Muir Trail in the 

Sierra Nevada Mountains of California by a 
National Park Service backcountry ranger. 

An inspirational story about people 
from around the world who have found 

a way to enrich their lives through a 
wilderness experience. 

Backcountry ranger Bob Kenan's 
DVD is available online or by 

calling (888)641-7933 
"Kenan Productions, LLC 

vvww.messagefromthemountains.net 

Discover Civil War History in Springfield 

L eap back in history at one of the nation's 
most pristine Civil War battlefields— 

Wilson's Creek National Battlefield—the site 
of the first major battle west of the 
Mississippi and where the first Union 
General died in combat. Missouri is where 
the Civil War really began and ranks third 
among states with the most civil war 
engagements. The Battle of Wilson's Creek, 
near Springfield, was the largest and most 
pivotal in Missouri. 

There are a million reasons to visit 
Springfield, Missouri, including a total of fif
teen national and state parks and sites in 
the area. While visiting you will want to 
stand under the four-story waterfall in the 
original and largest Bass Pro Shops, stare a 
shark in the eye at Wonders of Wildlife, trek 
along the soldier's path in the Battle 
of Springfield, and get up close to tomor
row's major leaguers at a Springfield 
Cardinals game. 

Reason 1,000,001 to visit, they will even 
buy your gas. Stay in Springfield, Missouri, 
and they will send you a $40 gift card. Just 
call or click for details. 1-800-678-8767 or 
www.visit-springfield.com. 
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Tracing the past along 
the Natchez Trace 

J ourney along this 444-mile National 
Scenic Byway stretching from the 

Mississippi River in Natchez through the 
Alabama Shoals and across the 
Tennessee Valley to Nashville, and imag
ine the experiences of those that have 
traveled before you. 

Over the centuries, the Choctaw, 
Chickasaw, and other American Indians 
left their marks on the Trace. The Natchez 
Trace experienced its heaviest use from 
1785 to 1820 by the "Kaintuck" boatmen 
who floated the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers to markets in Natchez and New 
Orleans. They sold their cargo and boats 
and began the trek back north on foot to 
Nashville and points beyond. After steam
boats made river travel easier, the Old 
Trace disappeared into the trees. 

Today, this all-American road has 
emerged as one of America's most 
important examples of natural and cultur
al heritage. Visitors can experience this 
special national park through driving, 
hiking, biking, horseback riding, and 
camping. You'll discover, just beyond the 
trees and serene landscape, communi
ties filled with interesting attractions, 
unique special events, inviting accommo
dations, and famous southern-style 
cooking. The road's non-commercial 
environment, historic sites, and wayside 
exhibits create a memorable trip, reveal
ing a unique time in our country's history. 

For additional information, please call 
866-872-2356 or visit us on the Web at 
www.scenictrace.com. 

Discover panoramic 
ocean v iews at the 
Historic Pierpont Inn 

T he Historic Pierpont Inn, located on 
the beautiful coastline of Southern 

California, is just steps to the Pacific 
Ocean and a short scenic boat ride from 
the Channel Islands National Park. With 
sweeping panoramas of the Pacific 
Ocean and cozy craftsman-style architec
ture, this 77-room historic hotel, featuring 
Tempur-Pedic" beds, sits on a bluff sur
rounded by lush landscaping. The hotel is 
situated within walking distance of his
toric downtown Ventura and the beautiful 
San Buenaventura Mission. 

Call 800-285-4667 for reservations or 
visit online at www.pierpontinn.com. 

Enjoy the geographical 
diversity of Oklahoma 

O ne day in Oklahoma can take you 
from the swamps where alligators 

lay to the Rocky Mountain foothills where 
antelope play. Oklahoma's 50 state parks 
span the geographical diversity of the 
state. You can canoe past cypress-lined 
riverbanks, hike the Western mesas, 
climb the craggy cliffs of the 
Southwestern mountains, or explore the 
wooded valleys of the Ozark Plateau. 
Come do it all at an Oklahoma state park. 

Visit www.travelok.com or call toll free 
800-654-8240 for more information. 

Adventure awaits in 
Buffalo Bill's Cody, 
Yel lowstone Country, 
Wyoming 

F or centuries, Buffalo Bill's Cody/ 
Yellowstone Country has been a 

gathering place. First came wildlife, then 
came Native 
Americans, early 
explorers, hardy 
settlers, and 
"Buffalo Bill." 
Today, his lega
cy remains, as 
do the natural 
and wild won
ders that make 
a visit here so 
exciting. 

The scenery is 
here, but more than that, a special magic 
still lives here. It's an authentic western 
flavor and a relaxed, friendly atmosphere. 
It's history, culture, art, adventure, and 
much more. It's something to see for 
yourself. 

To plan your adventure visit online 
www.yellowstonecountry.org/plan-your-visit. 

Adventures await on the 
Great Smoky Mountains 
Railroad 

A ghostly tunnel, a 780-foot trestle 
standing 100 feet above Lake 

Fontana, and railroad history are all part of 
the train adventures at the Great Smoky 
Mountains Railroad. GSMR offers a vari
ety of half-day excursions, rail and raft 
combinations, or gourmet and mystery 
theatre dinner trains. Special premier 
events include Day Out With Thomas", 
Railfest, October Leaf Season, and The 
Polar Express". Smoky Mountain Trains 
Museum admission is included with most 
excursions. 

Call 800-872-4681 for details and 
information or visit www.gsmr.com. 
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Explore the fur trade on 
the upper Missouri 

F ort Union, the premier trading post 
on the upper Missouri, takes you 

back to a time when fur trade was king. 
Explore this partially reconstructed fort 
and learn the history of the fur trade 
between native tribes and American 
traders. Fort 
Union was the 
longest-lasting 
trading post in 
the country 

Addit ional 
historic sites 
at the conflu
ence of the 
Yel lowstone 
and Missouri 
Rivers include 
the Confluence 
In te rp re t i ve 
Center and 
ne ighbor ing 
Fort Buford. 

For your official site brochure, visit 
www.nps.gov or call 701-572-9083. 

C olorado is home to nine magnificent 
national parks and monuments, from 

the Great Sand Dunes National Park and 
Preserve, home to the tallest sand dunes in 
North America, to the Rocky Mountain 
National Park, a living showcase of the 
grandeur of the Rocky Mountains. Colorado 
also offers visitors the opportunity to 
explore a diverse history through its ancient 
people and fossilized remains of giant pre
historic creatures. Visitors can walk the path 
of the dinosaurs at the Dinosaur National 
Monument or take in the view from the win
dows of a cliff dwelling at Mesa Verde 
National Park and Hovenweep National 
Monument. Sightseers can explore a fron
tier fort at Bent's Old Fort National Historic 
Site or take in a unique and spectacular 
landscape that was slowly sculpted by 
water slicing through sheer, crystalline rock 
walls at the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Park. 

For a free copy of Colorado's 2007 Official 
State Vacation Guide visit COLORADO.COM 
or call toll-free 1-800-COLORADO. 

Lakefront in the Smokies L#1 America's history traced through its parks 

S moky Mountain Lake Rentals 
features waterfront cabins, cot

tages, and chalets in the Smoky 
Mountain area, offering studio to four 
bedroom lakefront homes on beautiful 
Douglas Lake. With its 550 miles of 
shoreline the lake is excellent for swim
ming, fishing, and boating. Best of all, 
these homes are just minutes from the 
Great Smoky Mountain National Park, 
Gatlinburg, and Pigeon Forge. 

Visit smokymountainlake.com or call 
888-275-2496 or 800-839-LAKE (5253) for 
more information. 

A merica's national and state parks offer 
many exciting alternatives for history 

buffs to explore this great country. Follow 
the country's original fur trappers and 
homesteaders that settled at Jackson Hole 
near Grand Teton National Park in Wyoming, 
or explore prehistoric fossils discovered in 
South Dakota's Badlands. Tour Texas' Big 
Bend National Park and 
visit La Harmonia 
Company, the historic 
trading post used as 
cavalry barracks during 
the 1910 Mexican 
Revolution in Castolon, 
the late 1800s Anglo-
Mexican village. 
Venture into Michigan's 
Isle Royale National 
Park's shipping, fish
ing, and mining 
legacies by exploring 
the 1855 Rock Harbor 
and the 1882 Passage 
Island Lighthouses. Or, 
step back into the Gold 
Rush Era at the 
Columbia City Hotel, 

located in California's Columbia State 
Historic Park, a town frozen in time. 

Follow the nation's history with one of 
Forever Resorts' comfortable resorts, 
lodges, and historic hotels in many national 
and state park locations. 

Visit www.foreverresorts.com for more 
information to help you plan your next trip! 

History lighthouse at Isle Royale National Park Photo courtesy of Larry Kangas 
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Archaeology Day Tours 
Get a basic understanding of ancestral Pueblo 
history and visit our current excavation site! 

Help make your Four Corners experience 
meaningful. And, visit local museums and nearby 
archaeological attractions like Mesa Verde 
National Park. 

Also available: 
Family Archaeology Week 
Teen Archaeology Summer Camps 
Adult Research Weeks & Fall Lab! 

(ROW CANYON 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL CENTER 
Near Mesa Verde in Southwest CO 

800.422.8975 / www.crowcanyon.org 

Shanae Picture Dater 
-Put the date 
where you 
want it! 
-Add 

comments 
and borders 
-Originals 
not altered 

Preserve memories by adding data, watermark and a 
border. Place text next to or on top of image. Hatch capable. 

Beginner friendly with full pro features! 

www.Shanae.com i o%om Coupon SD2152 

HARRISON 
MIDDLETON 
UNIVERSITY 

Offering Undergraduate and Graduate 
Degrees in the Humanities and Sciences 

www.chumsci.edu 
1.877.248.6724 

~ Lake Rentals 

Free 
Night 
Promo 

lakefront homes on Douglas Lake 
Mountain hornet in Pigeon Forge 

Free Night 
'Minimum night stay for arrival dates must be met. 
Cannot combine offers. June, July, 1 or 2 night stays, 
* holidays excluded. Mention: National Parks Magazine. 

1804 Gator Point Rd. Sevierville.TN 
800-343-6193 

smokymountainlahe.com 

National 
PARKS 

MARKETPLACE 

Showcase 
your products, 
services and 
classified advertising 
here in 
National Parks' 
MARKETPLACE. 

For information on 

advertising opportunities, 

please contact: 

Ascend Media 

913 .469 .1110 

adsalest@ascendmedia.com I 

MYPARKPbJQTOS.COM 

Write about your experiences from 

visiting National Paries, and you may 

win an America Tire beautiful Pass! 

EXPLORE & IMAGINE 16 CREATE 

Visit us online 
fo r more information! 
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Unforgettable 
Adventures 

Buy the Last 1921 Morgan Silver Dollar HI . 
Get a FREE 1921-1935 BU Peace Silver Dollar 

BOTH FOR $39 
Incredible Introductory Offer: Guaranteed 
Brilliant Uncirculated! Own both these great 
American silver dollar classics in lustrous mint-
state quality for substantially less than you'd 
pay for one elsewhere. Our choice of date for 
the Peace dollar. New customers only. Set, $39 
(#34785). Limit 1 set. NO UNORDERED 
COINS SENT. Add total of $2 postage. 30-Day 
No-RLsk Home Examination: Money-Back 
Guarantee. To order by credit card call 
toll-free. Or send a check or money order to: 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge St.. Dept. 4777. Montpelier. VT 05602 
Order* 1-800-451-4463 
wwwiccoinjtel (many more great deals) 4777 

2.FOR.1 

Ljy <>'33<>7 
H i m r o Q e rs . com 
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TRAVEL PLANNER 

THE BEST WAY 
TO SEE ALASKA 

IS ON THE RAILROAD. 

(907) 265-2494.1-800-544-0552 
Hearing Impaired (907) 265-2620 

Alaska Railroad .com/ N PM 

Fort Union 
National Historic Site 

WZ The Maine . - . 
Windjammer Sail M a i n e 

Association 

12 Classic 
Windjammers 
offer 3-6 day 
cruises off the 
Maine coast. 
Great sailing by 
day, snug harbors 
at night. Delicious 
meals; a downcast 
lobster bake, too. 
Sail from Camden or 
Rockland. From $400. 
Call for free DVD. SailMaineCoast.com 

1-800-807-WIND 

SPRING 2 0 0 - 6 5 

**- L E I S 1ALK 

.^fcOLORADO J 
^ T T S NOT THE ALTITUDE 

THAT TAKES YOUR BREATH AWAY. 

Lets talk getting away. Lets talk unique. Lets talk Colorado. 
:over hundreds of other unexpected adventures at COLORADO.COM. 

r Colorado 
COLORADO.COM 1-800-COLORADO 

EKpevU*ic£' 

willistonndtourism.com 

http://SailMaineCoast.com
http://COLORADO.COM
http://COLORADO.COM
http://willistonndtourism.com
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T R A V E L P L A N N E R 

Explore the 

Natchez Trace 
M i s s i s s i p p i • A l a b a m a • T e n n e s s e e 

Over 67 years in tke making, tkis 444-mile scenic byway presents 

travelers an unkurried adventure witk kistorical sites dating back to 

1785, abundant wildlife and communities along tke way offering 

everytking from antebellum komes to professional sports. 

Discover America 
A unique journey from Natchez to Nashville 

A M E R I C A ' S B Y W A Y S * Funded in part by Federal Highway Administration. 
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Canadian Rockies 8 Days $995 
"Dollar for dollar, best bang for the buck for a vacation." Caravan Client 
"Once again Caravan Tours has given me an experience of a l ifetime." Caravan Client 

•

^ • Yellowstone and Rushinore - S Days $995 
P • Nova Scotia & PEI - 8 Days *995 
S • Grand Canyon - 8 Days $995 

It- • California - 8 Days $995 
Mexico's Copper Canyon - 8 Days *995 
Guatemala - 11 Days *995 
Costa Rica- 10Days*995 
Call Caravan Now l-800-Caravan — Free Brochure 

^ ^ Fully Escorted Tours Since 1952 

Caravan 
America's Quality Tour Company 1-800-Caravan Caravan.com 

National Histor ic Landmark Hote l 

• y/ir • zuatofid 

Belton Chalet 
INCOMPARABLE MONTANA HOSPITALITY 

m i WAY II WAS...STU i is. 

Glacier National Park 
406.888.5000 

wwxY.beltonchalct.com 

ODDBBEfaQib 
CHINS' 

Whitewater Rafting, Fishing 
Horseback Riding, Qolf, ATV 

Rock Climbing and more... 

888.712.2246 • wvcabins.com 

West Virginia 
Wild <aul Wnukifnl 

6 6 N A T I O N A L PARKS 

Enjoy a relaxing cabin stay with 
Adventure filled activities 

HOT TUBS INCLUDED! 

http://Caravan.com
http://wwxY.beltonchalct.com
http://wvcabins.com
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CUYAHOGA VALLEY 
SCENIC RAILROAD 

Experience the fun and adventure, the romance and 
nostalgia of a vintage train ride on one of the oldest, 
longest, and most scenic excursion railroads in the 
country. Travel through Cuyahoga Valley National 
Park along the historic Ohio & Erie Canalway between 
Cleveland, the Village of Peninsula, and Akron. 
Visit Hale Farm & Village or Stan Hywet Hall & 
Gardens by train. 

CUYAHOGA 

Call 800-468-4070 for 
reservations and information. 

www.cvsr.com 

Visit historic Hyde Park, New York. 

Drop in on the Roosevelts and the 

Vanderhilts. See why their homes are 

National Historic Sites. Relive our 

country's victories at 

the Franklin Roosevelt 

Presidential Lihrary 

^ and Museum. F.njoy 

history, and so 

much more. 

This year enjoy life's simple pleasures while visiting America's undiscovered 
National Parks. Forever Resorts operates unique lodges in remarkable places. 
Remote places. Places where solitude, adventure and pristine, natural wilderness 

N a t u r a l T r e a s u r e s . ::TZdean
Dieareeasi,yaccess,ble" 

America's National Parks 
Families, friends, groups. All are invited. 

Our accommodations are quaint, 
dining options abound, service 

is genuine and personal— 
and our playgrounds are 

simply unequalled. 
Welcome back 
to life's simple 

Simple Pleasures. 
Forever Resorts National Park Lodges 

pleasures. 

Lodges • Restaurants 
Shops • Tours & Charters 

ForeverLodging.com 
Badlands, SD • Big Bend, TX 

Blue Ridge Parkway, NC & VA • Isle Royale, Ml 
Mammoth Cave, KY • Grand Teton, WY 

Olympic, WA • Rocky Mountain, CO 

ForeverRcsorts.com 
Forever Resorts is an Authorized 

Concessioner of the National Park Service. 

Leap back in time at Wilson's Creek National Battlefield—the second 

battle of the Civil War. Retrace the soldiers' steps along the Battle of 

Sprrngfield. And, so much more, including Wonders of Wildlife, the 

' original and largest Bass Pro and the Springfield Cardinals. 

1-800-678-8767 • www.visit-springfield.com 

SPRINGFIELD Mj5)0URI 
SPRING 200T 67 

TRAVEL PLANNER 

For F«»! 

MEET THE ROOSEVELTS AND 
THE VANDERBILTS AT HOME IN 

THE HUDSON VALLEY. 

http://www.cvsr.com
http://ForeverLodging.com
http://ForeverRcsorts.com
http://www.visit-springfield.com
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T R A V E L P L A N N E R 

I WE HAVE PLACES WHERE 
TIME STANDS STILL. • 

BUT THAT DOESNT MEAN YOU HAVE TO. 

The past is present in Cody, 

Wyoming. You II also find wildlife, 

rodeo, shopping, dining and more. 

Check our website tor great packages. 

800-393-2639 
836 Sheridan Ave. Dept. NPM 

Cody, WY 82414 
www.vellowstonecountry.org 

< # CODY/YELLOWSTONE COUNTRY <P* 

U N I T E D SkyUfest 

1-800-987-6773 ^ 
Gracious hospitality and fine dining in the 
heart oi the Wrangell-St. Pitas National Park. 
Historic mint's, spt'ctihiihtr glaciers, great 
hiking, flightseeing, rafting. 

www.KennicottLodge.com 

IMMEDIATE 
VACANCY 

OMOMA 
STATE PARKS 

8 0 0 . 6 5 4 . S 2 4 0 

T R A V E L O K . C O M 

Treat your ears to Townsend. Tennessee, where the 

silence is contagious and / ^ 

the scenery stunning. Visit P ^ H £ f \ 
Slue—the , . 

smokymountains.org. O m ' 

Gourmet & Mystery Dinner Trains 
Raft-n-Rail Combo Trips 
Special Premier Events 

SMOKY MOUNTAIN TRAINS 
Museum admission included with 

all train excursion tickets. 
(some exceptions apply) 

GREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAINS RAILROAD 

800-872-4681 (code NP) 
www.gsmr.com 

Dillsboro & Bryson City, NC 

6 8 NATIONAL PARKS 

FAIRBANKS 
C O N V E N T I O N * VISITORS BUREAU 

For your free 92-page Visitors Guide 
on Fairbanks and Interior Alaska contact 

1-800-327-5774 
www.explorefairbanks.com 

ALASlCAl 

Join its on Main Street Kennicott 
to step back in time and into adventure 

in America's largest National Park. 

OF THE 1,700 SPECIES 
OF BUTTERFLIES 

IN THE SMOKY MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK, 

NOT A SINGLE ONE MAKES 
A NOISE. 
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http://www.vellowstonecountry.org
http://www.KennicottLodge.com
http://800.654.S240
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http://www.explorefairbanks.com
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SWISS ALPS 
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- I s land Discovery 
P A C K A G E S 

Escape with a boat cruise to the 
Channel Islands National Park 

Explore the unspoiled beauty of 
California wildflowers, rugged sea 

caves and an array of wildlife 
including dolphins, seals, and 

majestic whales! 

Stay at our cozy historic seaside Inn. 
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w w w.Picrpontlnn.com 

(800) 285-4667 
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Optional length hikes daily 
Choice of moderate or more strenuous 

Basing weekly in charming 
mountain villages 
One and two week 

trips offered 

Call for free color brochure 

888-478-4004 
www.sw issh ik ing .com 
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BEAR 8c WILDLIFE ff 
VIEWING V 

*~s~Bpfacc tf (co tnth 

Located on the beautiful Pacific coast 
of Katmai National Park * 

Naturalist guided 1 to 7 day tours 
Comfortable accommodations 

1-888-535-2237 
www.hallobay.com • hallobay@acsalaska.net 
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HISTORIC H I G H L I G H T S By Scott Kirkwood 

An Iron Will 
The manufacturing might 

of Saugus Iron Works helped the 
colony of Massachusetts take its 

first uncertain steps toward 
independence from England. 

I n 1645, a group of English investors sent 
engineer Richard Leader to the Mas
sachusetts Bay Colony to find the ideal 

location for an iron works that would serve 
the needs of a growing settlement. Leader 
surveyed the region and finally settled on a 
bend in the Saugus River, where conditions 
seemed likely to guarantee a sizable return 
for the company. 

"The site is only two miles from the 
ocean—between the port cities of Boston 
and Salem—so it was easy to get raw materi

als in and finished products out," says Amy 
Curry, park ranger and education coordina
tor at Saugus Iron Works National Histori
cal Site. "Water from the Saugus River pow
ered the waterwheels and machinery and, 
because the Saugus River is tidal, the change 
in water level allows for larger boats to come 
and go at certain times." Just as important, 
the location offered access to raw materials 
like bog iron ore, which workers collected 
from the bottom of bogs, swamps, ponds, 
and riverbeds, yielding a mixture of materi
als that contained 30-50 percent usable iron. 
The site was surrounded by forests, which 
yielded charcoal used to summon iron from 
the ore and shape the metal it into its final 
form; workers had to cut down nearly an acre 
of trees a day to keep the blast furnace oper
ating at 3,000 degrees. Finally, waterwheels 
converted the river's energy into heat by pow
ering the bellows that fanned the flames. A 
more ideal location for an iron works would 
have been hard to imagine. 

Today, steel and aluminum are the most 
common metals used in building construc
tion, tools, and household goods, but back 

7 0 NATIONAL PARKS 

A 1954 PHOTOGRAPH of Saugus 
Iron Works' furnace, forge, slitting mill, 
and waterfront, following its historical 
recreation. The Park Service took over 
the site in 1969. 

a. 



then iron was king. Axes, saws, garden hoes, 
nails, pots, and tools were all vital to the 
growth of the fledgling colony, and they 
were all made of iron. Although the metal 
had been forged in China hundreds of years 
before the creation of the Saugus Iron Works, 
this site was considered one of the most ad
vanced in the world. 

failure. With an ocean separating the work
ers from the investors, there were other chal
lenges: Two sets of accounting ledgers were 
maintained, and accusations of embezzle
ment arose. Finally, after 26 years, the iron
works ceased operations. 

Flash forward 300 years. Archaeologist 
Rollin Robbins learned of the region's histo-

been closed in recent months for extensive 
work to meet federal guidelines set out in the 
Americans With Disabilities Act. But the 
site is expected to reopen this summer, with 
demonstrations that illustrate the work per
formed at Saugus generations ago; the pro
tective eyewear worn during blacksmithing 
demonstrations is among the rare detail that 

Axes, saws, garden hoes, nails, pots, and tools were all vital to the 
g rowth of the fledgling colony, and they were all made of iron. 

Ironworking was a demanding trade, 
requiring years of training, so most of the 
original workers were brought from Eng
land, which introduced some challenges for 
the community. The Puritans had settled in 
the area to escape religious persecution and 
create a society with all of the laws and so
cial customs that come with their faith, but 
the ironworkers didn't welcome these restric
tions. When civil war spread throughout 
England, dozens of Scottish prisoners of war 
were sent to the iron works as indentured 
servants, and they often ran afoul of Puritan 
sumptuary laws, which mandated appropri
ate dress and language, and prohibited pub
lic drinking. Because few of the workers were 
able to read and write, much of the region's 
history comes from court records, which 
document accusations of ironworkers "sitting 
and drinking [on the Sabbath], from morn
ing until evening" or "scolding and speaking 
opprobrious words to their neighbors," all of 
which were met with suitable punishment. 

So why did the Puritans endure the con
flict? Simply put, iron was in demand, and 
iron workers were in even greater demand. 
"It took weeks to travel from Cape Cod to 
England, and shipping products back and 
forth could take as much as six months, so 
anything that made life easier and supported 
your independence from the Mother Coun
try was endured," says Curry. "There were so 
few skilled iron workers in the colonies that 
workers knew they could ask for whatever 
pay they wanted." 

In fact, the high cost of labor would be 
a critical reason for the ironworks' eventual 

ry and set out to unearth remains of the for
mer industrial giant in 1948. Rollins found 
ancient waterwheels buried in mud along 
with remains from the blast furnace. With 
the help of the American Iron & Steel Insti
tute and the First Ironworkers Association, 
the facilities were reconstructed as faithfully 
as possible. The site was handed over to the 
Park Service in 1969. Saugus Iron Works has 

differs from years past. As soon as June, park 
rangers will once again use the same type of 
charcoal from the same type of trees, and 
tools similar to those that pounded anvils a 
century before there was any such thing as 
the United States, NP 

Scott Kirk wood is editor of National Parks 

magazine. 

The NEUTON® Cordless Electric Mower... 

Easy on you and 
the environment! 
The NEUTON Mower cuts your lawn just ^ ^ 
like a gas mower, but it doesn't harm CPlEE 
the environment with spilled gas m\ i i n O l N ^ 
and oil or noxious exhaust. 5«*v . . J time' 

Instead, it runs on battery power — ^ ^ ^ 
a much cleaner alternative. The NEUTON 
Mower also starts instantly. It's super 
lightweight and very easy to handle. 
And it's whisper quiet. 

So you can enjoy an easier way to mow 
your lawn and feel good about making 
our world a bit cleaner. 

To receive a FREE NEUTON' Mower 
Catalog and DVD with no obligation, 
mail the coupon at right, call toll-free or 

visit us at: neutonrnowers.coir 

TOLL-FREE 1-877-200-7479 
• D Please rush my FREE Catalog and DVD all ' 
• about the easy-to-use, quiet, and clean-running i 
[ NEUTON Cordless Electric Mower. ] 

! Name 
i NP i 
j Address ( 

i City State ZIP ] 

E E-mail i 
i J NEUTON* Power Equipment, Dept. 55802X 
E 127 Meigs Road, Vergennes, VT 05491 neufcon 
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APERTURE By Roy Toft 

7 2 NATIONAL PARKS 

KATMAI NATIONAL PARK & PRESERVE 
Alaska 

People think that to have an intimate wildlife photo, you have to see the animal's eyes. I disagree. Bears are in our psyche and popular 

culture—you can show this picture to anybody, and they'll immediately know it's a bear. I took this photo from an elevated walkway near 

Brooks Lodge, where visitors can have close encounters with bears and be totally safe. You can go to Yellowstone or Denali and see bears 

a mile away, but when you see a bear that's 20 feet away, it's a totally different experience. 

That's the beauty of Brooks—you have the mellowest bears, up close, doing totally natural things. If you look closely, you can see 

salmon on the bear's snout. This area's streams are critical to bears that rely on salmon to get their last layer of fat before hibernation. But 

managing wildlife and people here is a balancing act. The bears need time to rest and nap without being pushed off the trail whenever 

they're in a visitor's way, and the Park Service hasn't forgotten that. 



It doesn't play games, take 
pictures, or give you the weather. 

Introducing the Jitterbug. Simply designed to be the best telephone a cell phone can be. Nothing more. 
And nothing less. With service as low as $10 a Month.* The world is complicated enough. Now there's 
a cell phone that makes life simple. 

Questions about Jitterbug? Try our pre-recorded 

JitterbugToll-Free Hotline 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 3 0 - 9 0 4 5 . 

T h e s o u n d is loud and clear 

A soft ear cush ion makes it easy to hear 

T h e screen is br ight and easy to see 

T h e p h o n e fits in the pa lm of your h a n d 

O p e n size approx. 2 1 /4" x 7 l/2n 

Unique 'Yes/No' b u t t o n s access every 

feature, even voicemail 

T h e bu t tons are bigger and backlit 

Dial " 0 " for a 2 4 - h o u r J i t te rbug opera tor 

Call Now 
Toll-Free 

1-866-540-0299 
Mention promotional code 

I 32483 
ltem# BU-4722 

jitferfcug 
V ^ brought to you by ——— 

jfjtT ^ ^ 
firstSTREET 
- for Boomer, end Beyond " 

^ ^ - e j f » — imrrr Kiitlin Mill K.u.1 
^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 7 elorarj l l . i y h i , , \ 

Available in a simple 12-button 
Dial Phone and an even simpler 
3-button OneTouch Phone for 
easy access to the operator, the 
number of your choice, and 911. 

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, select calling plans, and credit approval. Early-
termination fee, other charges, and restrictions apply. Screen images simulated. Offer, coverage, and service not available everywhere. While-
supplies last. Shipping charges may apply. "Not including government taxes, assessment surcharges, and activation fee. Limited-time offer 
from GreatCall. ©2007 GreatCall, Inc. Jitterbug and GreatCall are trademarks of GreatCall, Inc. Samsung is a registered trademark of ^ 
Samsung Electronics America, Inc. and its related entities. R 



NEW ORLEANS SILVER DOLLARS 
SAVED FROM DESTRUCTION! 

From 1879 to 1904, the United States 
Mint at New Orleans struck Morgan 
Silver Dollars, the most famous and 
collected American coin in the world. 
Today, "O" Mint Morgans are among 
the most sought-after in the entire-
series. Now, the First Federal Coin 
Corp. is releasing to the public 
authentic New Orleans silver 
dollars struck over 100 years ago 
for only $49.00. 

PRECIOUS SILVER DOLLARS 
LOST FOREVER 

The Morgan Silver dollar was 
struck in a 26.7 grams of 90% pure 
American silver. Yet nearly halt the 
entire mintage was melted in 1918 
hy the U.S. Government. Millions 
more fell victim to the melting pots 
over the years. The little that remains 
have mostly disappeared into private 
collections. Today, these hig silver 
dollars from the historic New 
Orleans Mint are almost never 
seen hy the public. 

Now, the First Federal Coin Corp. 
is releasing a hoard of original New 
Orleans Mint Morgans dated from 
1879 to 1904. While they last, you 
may acquire one for just $49.00, $182 
for a five-coin collector roll, and $359 
for a 10-coin Rankers roll (plus SekH). 

THE HISTORY OF NEW 
ORLEANS IN YOUR 

HANDS 
These O-Mint Morgans 
all have a collector grade 
of Very Good condition 
and have nice detail, full 
dates and startling eve 
appeal. Few get the chance 
to hold history like this in 
their hands. They are sure to he 
appreciated in years to come and 
will make a treasured gift tor your 
children, family and friends. 

ORDER TODAY BEFORE 
THEY ARE GONE 

The supply of vintage New Orleans 
Mint Morgan Silver Dollars are limited. 
And due to recent changes in the 
prices of silver and vintage U.S. 
coins, this advertised price cannot 
he guaranteed and is subject to 
change without notice. Order now 
to avoid disappointment. 

Money-Back Satisfaction Guarantee. 
You must he 100% satisfied or return 
your purchase via insured mail within 
30 days of receipt for a prompt refund. 

ORDER MORE & SAVE 
100-Year-Old "O" Mint Silver Dollar 
$49.00 + S&H 

The New Orleans Minr 
"()" Tiunmwrk 

FIVE 100-Year-Old "O" Mint 
Si her Dollars 
$182+s&n SAVE $63.00 
(2 different data GUARANTEED) 

TEN 100-Year-Old "O" Mint 
Silver Dollars 
$359 + s&H SAVE $131.00 
(4 different dates GUARANTEED) 

Toll-Free 24 hours a day 

1-800*937-4707 
Promotional Code NWR126 

Please mention Promotional (!odc when you cau. 

\\\ ..m also accept youi check by phone. 
To older by mail call for details. 

FIRST FEDERAL COIN CORP 

14101 Southcross Drive W., 

Dept. NWR126 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337 

vvww.FirstFederalCoinCorp.com 1-800-937-4707 
Note Tlu- Fir>i Federal i loin i lorp. i* i private distributor oi government and private coin and medallk issues and is not affiliated with the I' >. i ioventment 

http://vvww.FirstFederalCoinCorp.com

