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NPCA’S CENTENNIAL
2019 is NPCA’s centennial, and 
we are celebrating all year in 
National Parks magazine. In this 
special centennial issue, we look 
back at NPCA’s past and reflect 
on the future of the organization 
and the National Park System.               
Happy birthday, NPCA! 
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It’s difficult to imagine what America would be like without the Grand Canyon or 
the Great Smoky Mountains or the Statue of Liberty. National parks offer us more 
than battlefields and hiking paths, beachfronts and mountaintops: We find a sense 
of identity and inspiration in these treasured places. They speak to who we are as 
Americans, and all who are part of NPCA’s mission feel the great sense of responsi-
bility that is bound in the work to protect and preserve every one of these sites for 
future generations. 

Anyone who has been fortunate enough to experience the wonder of national 
parks wants that same experience for those who will come long after them. Those 
early park advocates must have felt the same way more than a century ago — and 
today we are the beneficiaries of their vision and action. Now it’s our turn to ensure 
that 100 years from now, people will still be able to watch Old Faithful erupt at 
Yellowstone, learn about the history of our democracy at Independence Hall and 
stand in amazement as brown bears wade into Brooks Falls searching for fish at 
Katmai. We need these places, and they need us.

Some of my first trips to national parks were with my family as a young child. I 
went to Shenandoah and experienced the vastness of nature for the first time. I also 
visited Gettysburg and Valley Forge, which brought me face to face with our nation’s 
history and battles for freedom in a way my schoolbooks simply could not. After my 
first trip to Shenandoah, where I stayed in a cabin in the woods, my parents bought 
me a View-Master with photos of iconic Western parks I had never seen before, 
including Yellowstone and Grand Canyon. I still have that View-Master and laugh 
now at the quality of the tiny slides it displays. But at the time, it filled me with 
wonder. It became my dream to visit all the magical places I spied through its lens.

Since its founding in 1919, NPCA has always had a constant vision — to defend 
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President’s Outlook

Reflecting on the past and future as NPCA 
celebrates its 100th birthday.

100YEARS
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President’s Outlook

these places for all time. But how it has achieved that goal 
has evolved significantly over the last several decades. It has 
grown from an organization with its power concentrated in 
Washington, D.C., to one that today has a ground force of 
expert staff in 36 locations around the country. We work 
hard to build relationships with community leaders, local 
governments and diverse constituencies to advocate for 
the places we love. Increasing our presence in the field has 
allowed us to engage more people in our work to protect parks 
— an important shift that has strengthened the organization 
and led to important victories. 

With the support of a strong, committed board of 
trustees, national and regional councils, and the Next 
Generation Advisory Council, NPCA has also developed its 
network of volunteers and allies. These engaged enthusiasts 
have dramatically increased our capacity, brought important 
new voices to our protection work and helped highlight 
the country’s many diverse stories and concerns. We will 
continue connecting our communities, including far-flung 
and underserved communities, with the halls of power in 
Washington, D.C., where the policies that affect all our 
public lands are crafted. 

As NPCA looks forward to its next century, we are 
working to reach young people to help us carry this 
important work into the future. Our children are inheriting 
a world that is different from the one we grew up in, a world 
where climate change and energy development threaten our 
lands, waters and history in new ways. Our capacity to adapt 
and learn resilience will determine our ability to preserve 
what we love. And as our world evolves, so will we, using 
new tools and technologies to reach the next generation 
of stewards. Perhaps children today are getting their first 
glimpses of Yellowstone through Instagram or YouTube 
instead of a View-Master, but as they, too, feel that first 
sense of wonder and curiosity, I know NPCA will be ready to 
match it with a passion for advocacy.

We need our parks to be here for us in the future as places 
of learning, solace and beauty. Protecting them won’t be 
easy. But remembering what it is we’re committed to gives 
us focus and gives us hope. Because a world without the 
Grand Canyon or the Great Smoky Mountains or the Statue 
of Liberty is simply not acceptable to me — and I know it isn’t 
to you, either. As we share our love for these places, it makes 
our movement and our future stronger.

We hope you enjoy this special centennial issue of the 
magazine and look forward to traveling with you into the  
next century. 

Warm regards,
Theresa Pierno

100YEARS
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WHO WE ARE
Established in 1919, the National 
Parks Con servation Association is 
America’s only private, nonprofit 
advocacy or ganization dedicated 
solely to protecting, preserving  
and enhancing the U.S. Na tional 
Park System.

WHAT WE DO
NPCA protects and enhances 
America’s national parks for pres-
ent and future generations by iden-
tifying problems and generating 
support to resolve them.

EDITORIAL MISSION
National Parks magazine fosters an 
appreciation of the natural and his-
toric treasures found in the parks, 
educates readers about the need 
to preserve those resources, and 
illustrates how member contribu-
tions drive our organization’s park-
protection efforts. The magazine 
uses the power of imagery and 
language to forge a lasting bond 
between NPCA and its members, 
while inspiring new readers to join 
the cause. National Parks magazine 
is among a member’s chief benefits. 
Of the $25 membership dues, $6 
covers a one-year subscription to 
the magazine.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
Members can help defend Ameri-
ca’s natural and cultural heritage. 
Activists alert Congress and the 
administration to park threats, 
comment on park planning and 
adjacent land-use decisions, assist 
NPCA in developing partnerships, 
and educate the public and the me-
dia. Sign up to receive Park Notes, 
our monthly email newsletter at     
npca.org/join.

HOW TO DONATE
To donate, please visit npca.org or 
call 800.628.7275. For information 
about bequests, planned gifts and 
matching gifts, call our Develop-
ment Depart ment, extension 145 
or 146. 

QUESTIONS?
If you have any questions about 
your membership, call Member 
Services at 800.628.7275. On a 
selective basis, NPCA makes its 
membership list available to organi-
zations that our members may find 
of interest. If you would like your 
name removed from this list, please 
call us at the number listed above. 

HOW TO REACH US
National Parks Conservation  
Association, 777 6th Street NW, 
Suite 700, Washington, DC 20001-
3723; by phone: 1.800.NAT.PARK 
(628.7275); by email: npca@npca.
org; and npca. org.
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The organization originally known as 
A r\A r\ the National Parks Association is established. 
J, J X y Stephen Tyng Mather is the first benefactor; 

Robert Sterling Yard is executive director. 

First issue of National Parks A Q A «% 
magazine is published. l 7 H b 

A C\A T NPA safeguards Olympic National Park's 
l i » 4 j trees from wartime lumber production 

NPA members join a historic eight-day 1 # ^ _ 
protest hike that leads to the protection I Q S f c l 

of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal. 

NPCA's court filing helps keep nearly all national A e\ Q £• 
parks off-limits to hunting. . L Z / O U 

BY RUTH ROWLAND 

After battling for years, NPA and 
1 9 6 8 alf'es protect the Grand Canyon 

from two proposed dams. 

NPCA'S HISTORY 
AT A GLANCE 

S^sK 
O f\ f\ O lowingt0 Pressure, the EPA abandons a plan that would have 
L U U O paved the way for new coal-fired power plants near national parks. 

NPCA founds the Next Generation _ _ 
Advisory Council to bring younger, more 2 0 1 3 

diverse leaders into the organization. 

The efforts of NPCA and partners lead to the 
designation of Pullman National Monument. Theresa 2 0 1 5 

Pierno becomes the first woman to lead NPCA. 

NPCA hails the creation of Stonewall and 
Belmont-Paul Women's Equality National Monuments. 2016 

NPCA mobilizes advocates to defeat a planned *\ f\ 4 "J 
casino on the doorstep of Gettysburg National Military Park, t w l f 

NPCA counts 1.3 million members and 
supporters and 157 staff members in 36 locations. 2018 

NPCA marks 100 years *)(\4 ft 
of protecting America's national parks. £ U 1 Z / 

NPA becomes the National Parks and Conservation M r\-jf\ 
Association. The "and" is later dropped. ,LZ7 / \) 

NPA marks a victory 
at Yellowstone: the Af\*\A 

defeat of a proposed 1 Z 7 2 1 
dam on the 

Yellowstone River. 
NPA is a driving force behind the 

1 Q S t l act that authorized the creation of 
Everglades National Park. 

1 t\ f\ C ^ t e r decaQ,es °f advocacy, 
• L Z / Z / O Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve is established. 

1 Q Q Q NPCA organizes the Mosaic in Motion conference to strengthen 
•L Z7 Z/ Z7 relationships between the Park Service and communities of color. 
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1919 was a turbulent year for the 
United States. The Great War was over, 
but Americans were contending with 
an array of trials, from the influenza 
pandemic to a deep political divide to 
racial violence. Amid the chaos and 
discord, however, a hopeful, ambitious 
enterprise quietly commenced in the 
nation’s capital.

On May 19, a small group of scien-
tists, artists and civic leaders met at 
the Cosmos Club, the gathering place 
of the day for those who had distin-
guished themselves in the arts and 
sciences, academia and public service. 
The assembly, all members of the 
National Parks Educational Committee, 
included sculptor Henry Kirke Bush-
Brown, archaeologist William Henry 
Holmes, anthropologist Jesse Walter 
Fewkes, attorney Henry Brown Floyd 
McFarland and paleontologist Charles 

A brief history of the National Parks 
Conservation Association.

citizens to advocate for these public 
lands. Mather, assistant to the secretary 
of the Interior, was tasked with building 
support for the creation of a National 
Park Service. To help promote the idea, 
he hired Yard, with whom he had forged 
a fast friendship during their days as 
young newspapermen in New York City. 

Together, Mather’s conviction and 
charisma and Yard’s impassioned 
writing would prove to be persuasive. In 
the summer of 1915, they hosted what 
became known as the Mather Mountain 
Party, bringing together more than 
a dozen elected officials, captains of 
industry, and men of arts and letters for 
12 days in the splendor of California’s 
Sequoia National Park and the sur-
rounding peaks and valleys. Then the 
following summer, Yard published 
“National Parks Portfolio.” The book, 
which portrayed the wonders of these 
places through striking photography and 
effusive prose, was distributed to every 
member of Congress. The duo’s efforts to 
win over influential figures succeeded; on 
August 25th, President Woodrow Wilson 
signed the Organic Act of 1916, estab-
lishing the National Park Service. 

Mather and Yard each would assume 
positions in the new agency — Mather 
became its first director and Yard its 
chief of education — but remained 

Doolittle Walcott. Led by committee 
founder Robert Sterling Yard, an 
inveterate writer turned promoter of 
the national parks, the six men signed 
the articles of incorporation forming 
a new organization with a mission to 
educate Americans about the nation’s 
parks and to inspire the public to experi-
ence and protect them. The National 
Parks Association — known today 
as the National Parks Conservation 
Association — was born.

NPA’s founding was the culmina-
tion of the vision Yard shared with his 
longtime friend, the wealthy industri-
alist Stephen Tyng Mather. Four years 
earlier, the two men — each blessed 
with boundless energy — spearheaded 
the movement to establish both an 
agency to unify and manage the nation’s 
growing number of parks and an 
independent organization of informed 
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CONSERVATIONISTS Stephen Tyng Mather and Robert Sterling Yard, 
NPCA’s founding fathers, hosted what became known as the 
Mather Mountain Party. For 12 days, an influential group of men 
hiked and camped in the Sierra Nevada and became converts to 
Mather and Yard’s cause: the creation of the National Park Service. 
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EVEN IF FINANCIAL 
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committed to the establishment of an 
independent, nongovernmental national 
parks organization. Plans were delayed 
by the nation's entry into World War 
I, but in the spring of 1919, Mather 
announced Yard's departure from 
the Park Service to take the helm of a 
nascent National Parks Association. 
"Mr. Yard is splendidly equipped for 
his new duties by his deep interest in 
all national park affairs and his wide 
knowledge of the subject," he wrote. 

Yard needed to be so equipped, for 
he would be the organization's sole staff 
member for nearly a quarter century, 
recruiting members, issuing news bul
letins, working with the board of trustees 
and advancing NPA's positions on matters 
related to the creation and protection of 
parks. Within months, NPA addressed its 
first issue — protecting Yellowstone's elk 
from being slaughtered by hunters upon 
crossing park boundaries in search of 
forage — and in 1921, successfully halted a 
proposed dam project on the Yellowstone 
River near the outlet of Yellowstone Lake. 

The organi
zation attracted 
to its board of 
trustees such 
luminaries 
as naturalist 
OlausMurie; ©PAULSTANISZEWSKI 

wildlife activist 
Bob Marshall; landscape architect 
Frederick Law Olmsted Jr.; George Bird 
Grinnell, who previously had founded 
the forerunner of the National Audubon 
Society; and Secretary of Commerce 
Herbert Hoover, the future president of 
the United States. Under their leader
ship, NPA formed a coalition of park 
proponents and pressured Congress to 
pass the Everglades Act in 1934, paving 
the way for the eventual designation 
of Florida's Everglades National Park. 
But NPA's purist views of what a park 
should be — in a word, primeval — put 
it out of step, at times, with the rest of 
the conservation community, as when it 
opposed the designation of parks such 
as Shenandoah and Kings Canyon for 

IN THE 1950s, NPCA joined other conservation groups to rally against a proposed dam that would 
have harmed Dinosaur National Monument (above). Top of page: One of NPCA's first successful 
campaigns concerned Yellowstone's elk; many battles over protecting wildlife have followed. 

not meeting that standard. 
Purism also led to 

division within the organiza
tion itself. The expansion of 
the park system during the 
Depression laid bare internal 
tensions over selection 

standards, prompting Yard 
and Marshall to channel their idealism 
into the creation of The Wilderness 
Society. Yard resigned as executive 
secretary of NPA in 1933, but, loyal to 
the cause, remained the organization's 
publications editor on a volunteer basis 
until 1942. He led the newly minted 
Wilderness Society until his death in 
1945 at the age of 84. 

Yard's successor was Devereux 
Butcher, a writer, photographer and 
conservationist who redoubled NPA's 
efforts to educate and inspire park 
supporters by launching National 
Parks magazine. The publication was 
instrumental in not only rebuilding 
a membership depleted during the 
Depression but also articulating the 
organization's positions on an increas
ingly complex set of issues. When 
wartime timber production threatened 
old-growth forests in Olympic National 
Park in Washington, a pointed editorial 
in the magazine helped tip the balance 
toward their protection. And by the 
time conservationists rallied against 
proposed dams affecting Dinosaur 
National Monument in the 1950s and 
Grand Canyon National Park in the 
1960s, NPA had a well-established 
one-two punch: education and outreach 
through its flagship publication coupled 
with effective lobbying, testimony and 
advocacy in the corridors of power. 

Then came the 1970s, ushering in the 
first Earth Day, the Clean Air Act and 
the rise of the environmental movement. 
Anthony Wayne Smith, who became 
executive secretary in 1959, initially led 
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Down Memory Lane 

AN NPCA VOLUNTEER removes invasive plants 
at the Mississippi National River and Recre
ation Area in Minnesota. 

NPA through some fruitful years, but 
subsequently steered the organization 
into contentious waters — immigration 
and population policy were among his 
pet issues — causing the organization 
to lose focus, influence and members. 
Smith's troubled tenure barely survived 
the decade, but one significant change 
stuck: NPA had become the National 
Parks and Conservation Association. 
(The conjunction, part of the 1970 name 
change, later became an ampersand 
before being dropped altogether in the 
early 2000s.) 

When Paul Pritchard became execu
tive director in 1980, NPCA refocused 
on its core mission of park protection. 
It marked the passage of the Alaska 
National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act, which doubled the acreage of the 
park system, and hailed a legal ruling 
that kept nearly all national parks 
off-limits to hunting. Other victories 
soon followed, including the estab
lishment of sites such as Great Basin 
National Park in Nevada and Tallgrass 
Prairie National Preserve in Kansas. 
That momentum carried into the new 
millennium with Tom Kiernan at the 
helm, as NPCA secured a record Park 
Service funding increase, published 
comprehensive reports on the state 
of the parks, convened the National 

Parks Second Century Commission to 
develop a 21st-century vision for the 
Park Service, and organized a series of 
Mosaic in Motion conferences to make 
stronger connections between the park 
system and communities of color. 

In the decade leading up to its 
centennial, NPCA celebrated a string of 
victories that would have made Yard and 
Mather proud, protecting places such 
as Glacier, Gettysburg, the Great Smoky 
Mountains and the Grand Canyon from 
mining, landfills, coal-fired power plants 
and all manner of inappropriate devel
opment that threatened park air, water 
and wildlife. It also focused on creating 
a park system more accessible and 
relevant to all Americans. Led for the 
first time in its history by a female chief 
executive, Theresa Pierno, the organiza
tion advocated tirelessly for new park 
sites — including Pullman, Stonewall 
and Belmont-Paul Women's Equality 
National Monuments — that helped 
tell and enshrine a more complete 
American story. 

NPCA's work is far from finished. Oil 
and gas development in and near parks 
persists, executive actions threaten pro
tections for public lands, climate change 
remains a constant threat. The list goes 
on and on. 

In 1920, Yard described the organi
zation as "the fearless and outspoken 
defender of the people's parks and 
the wild life within them against 
the constant, and just now the very 
dangerous, assaults of commercial 
interests." It's revelatory to read these 
words in the context of the current day 
and to appreciate their relevance so 
long after Yard first penned them. They 
serve as confirmation of the clarity of 
his vision and continue to offer inspira
tion as NPCA prepares to fight the good 
fight in the century ahead. 

TODD CHRISTOPHER is senior director of 

digital and editorial strategy at NPCA 
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Looking Back 
Issue No. 1 of "The Nation's Parks" was published by what was then called the National Parks Association in the 

summer 0/1920. Single copies, prepaid, were 10 cents each. The 16-page newsletter opened with a photograph 

of belted kingfishers at Yellowstone Lake and the headline, "Hands Off the National Parks." Here, we reprint an 

essay from the issue by co-founder and Executive Secretary Robert Sterling Yard introducing the association 

and its mission to readers. Though a second issue never materialized, the newsletter was a precursor of what 

became National Parks magazine in 1942. 

— EDITORS 

T H E N A T I O N ' S P A R K S 
WASHINGTON, D .C . , SUMMER 1O/20 NUMBER 1 

B Y ROBERT STERLING YARD - EDITOR 

Salutamus 
• This is the first number of an illustrated 

news sheet in the interest of National 
Parks and Monuments of the United 
States. It is issued by an association of 

. citizens which seeks the finest possible 
upbuilding of a system destined to be
come one of our most valuable economic 

" assets, and to promote the widest pos
sible uses of the parks by all the people. 

The Association's work does 
not overlap that of the Department 
of the Interior; it begins where the • 
Governmental function ceases, for 
Congress provides only for the physical 
development of our National Parks. 

' ' Their enormous value to popular educa
tion, to the increased pleasure which 

'• comes only with understanding, to 
. outdoor living and to travel in America 
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is left for the people to develop. It is to 
help reap this important harvest and to 
bring together in a common endeavor 
the helpful citizens of every part of the 
land that the National Parks Association 
was founded. 

Its opportunity, however, is much 
greater, and the Association is availing 
of this to the full. Unconnected with the 
Government and absolutely independent 
of political or other adverse influences, 
it has become the fearless and out
spoken defender of the people's parks 
and the wild life within them against the 
constant, and just now the very dan
gerous, assaults of commercial interests. 

The Meaning of Scenery 
Those several thousand Americans who 
saw Sarah Bernhardt act without under
standing her spoken word got pleasure 
and profit from the contemplation of her 
supreme art, but in no proportion with 
those who also understood her lan
guage. Similarly many hundred of thou
sands of summer travelers find pleasure 
and profit in our National Parks, who 
are robbed of their higher pleasure by 
failure to understand nature's simple 
language. 

* The simile goes much farther, for 
millions of Americans who have not 
yet visited the National Parks and may 
never visit them find keen pleasure 
in the photographs and paintings of 
these masterpieces of nature and in the 
written descriptions of their wonders. 
For these, too, the pleasure would be 
many fold increased by the knowledge of 
what they mean in nature's complicated 

, plan; for after all the great places are 
great principally because they exhibit in 
gigantic outline the working of the same 

laws which apply also to the earth's 
entire surface. 

The wayside ditch in Illinois, for 
instance, and the Grand Canyon are 
precisely the same in the making; the 
low rounded summits of Maine were 
once splintered and glaciered like the 
lofty Sierra of today in obedience to the 
identical law; the glowing wild-flowered 
basins at the Rockies' feet were spread 
in response to the same command which 
produced the plains of our Central and 
Eastern States. 

Our National Parks, then, are the 
easy and fascinating charts to a compre
hension which will remake this whole 
land of ours into a thing of supreme 
interest. Understand them, whether 
by visit or in picture, and every simple 
landscape the country over becomes 
.charged with meaning; our walks, our 
drives, our motorings, our vacation 
sojournings, no matter where, assume 
a significance and an intimacy they 
never before possessed. Gradually, but 
swiftly, everything upon which the eye 
rests leaps into its place in nature's 
great plan. The insignificant becomes 
the important, the homely becomes 
the beautiful. We find a pleasure in the 
cracks and seams of rocks because now 
they speak to us; also in tiny brooks, in 
ridges, in insignificant valleys, in plant 
differences resulting from environment, 
in bird and animal and even reptile life. 
Instinctively we sort and classify and 
place. We are impatient to get home to 
consult our books and again impatient 
to return to our discoveries. 

This we may call one of the several 
higher uses of the National Parks — of 
the National Parks especially because 
the glory of their scenery attracts and 

holds all eyes. The sated traveler here 
starts in astonishment. The man or 
woman absorbed in affairs achieves a 
new and intense interest. Here nature's 
story is written in characters of sub
limity. How, why, are the words which 
spring to every lip. And the how and the 
why of these spectacles are the how and 
the why of the merely commonplace 
everywhere; only now no longer to be 
commonplace. 

One of the reasons for the founding 
of the National Parks Association was 
to realize this higher use of the National 
Parks. If, with the help of cooperating 
Government bureaus, universities and 
schools, it succeeds in bringing home 
to some part of the people the beauty 
and significance with which their land is 
saturated, it will have justified its labors. 

But mark this. It is to no study of . 
abstruse science that we invite you. It 
is not necessary to become a geologist 
or a botanist or a zoologist to penetrate 
Nature's secrets, nor to tell schists from 
granites, classify the conifers or call a 
bird by its Latin name. A few popular 
books, many pictures carefully studied 
and a sincere desire will open the 

' window upon an old world made new. 

Your Part 
It is the duty of every man and woman 
who wants to see those magnificent na
tional museums of native America, our 
national parks, preserved from commer
cialism for posterity, to write so to his 
Senator and Representative. Otherwise, 
in these days of strenuous issues, the 
best-meaning Congressmen — they are 
all overworked — will not appreciate the 
strength of the national feeling in this 
hour of peril. 
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Reflections 

Growing up with 

Gettysburg 
Over the decades, the park changed. So did I. 

I was born and raised in Washing
ton, D.C., and I grew up visiting Park 
Service Civil War battlefields in the 
Mid-Atlantic. My parents weren't "park 
people," but they were mindful of a tight 
family budget and the gasoline short
ages that marked the 1970s. And they 
latched onto places such as Antietam 
National Battlefield, Gettysburg Na
tional Military Park and Harpers Ferry 
National Historical Park as inexpensive 
and educational sites less than one tank 
of gas away from home that they could 
visit with their only child. 

Gettysburg, the site of the largest 
and bloodiest battle of the American 
Civil War, was my favorite from the 
start. Every visit began at the interpre
tive center, which I recall being a rather 
nondescript, dimly lit treasure trove of 
muskets, maps and books plopped at the 
northern end of Cemetery Ridge. The 
electric map resided there, and no visit 
to the battlefield was complete without a 
viewing of its red and blue lights, which 
flashed on and off to represent Union 
and Confederate troop movements over 
the course of the three-day battle. 

After examining the explanatory 
text and visiting the bookstore, my 
parents and I would head out to the 
battle sites: Culp's Hill, Little Round 
Top, the Wheatfield. We'd walk over the 
open, undulating terrain to stand on the 
hallowed ground where the fate of the 
nation was decided. 

Forever linked to those battlefield 

visits were the joyous ancillary attrac
tions in the town of Gettysburg. A 
restaurant, long since closed, served 
piles of the best fried chicken on 
the planet, and we ate lunch there 
after every tour. At a hobby shop on 
Steinwehr Avenue, discovered by 
accident, I persuaded my parents to 
buy me legions of Airfix plastic Civil 
War figures that were l/72nd the 
size of actual soldiers. Once we got 
home, I would deploy my troops on 
the floor of my bedroom and relight 

Pickett's Charge, the failed Confederate 
assault on the Union lines that served 
as the bloody climax of the Battle of 
Gettysburg. 

My study of the tactics and the geog
raphy of the Battle of Gettysburg and 
the American Civil War influenced me 
deeply and in unexpected ways. Once, 
during a snowball fight at my school, 
I led a small contingent of seventh-
graders on a flanking maneuver through 
some undergrowth around a line of 
burly eighth-graders who were waiting 

THE AUTHOR outside the visitor center at Gettysburg National Military Park in Pennsylvania. 
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on a snowy field to pulverize us. Imagine 
a portly African American kid in ill-
fitting galoshes channeling Stonewall 
Jackson at Chancellorsville. We caught 
the enemy by the flank and rear and 
drove them ingloriously from the field. 
It was the best recess I ever had. 

As a child, I was fascinated by the 
war in the naive way a 10-year-old 
boy from a safe, middle-class home 
in Washington, D.C., would be. The 
statues and paintings at Gettysburg 
showed men (and only men) of valor 
and courage. Their uniforms were 
distinctive and often colorful: the 
baggy red trousers of the Zouaves; the 
black hats of the fellows from the Iron 
Brigade; the butternut and gray of the 
Confederate infantry men, invariably 
portrayed in serried ranks advancing, as 
Walt Whitman wrote, "to the muzzles 
of guns with perfect nonchalance." The 
horrors of the Vietnam War still were 
unfolding daily on the television and in 
the headlines. Gettysburg was, for me, 
however, a sanitized version of war that 
fit neatly into my uncomplicated view of 
the world. 

That began to change as I grew older. 
Since the 1880s, both the academic 
and popular culture interpretation of 
the Civil War had been shifting; over 
time, the story of the conflict increas
ingly focused on state's rights, the 
virtue of antebellum Southern culture, 
and the fortitude and infallibility of 
the Confederate fighting man. This 
happened at the expense of an honest 
accounting about the roles race and 
slavery played in catalyzing the conflict 
and the active participation of black 
men and women, free and enslaved, in 
the prosecution and conclusion of the 
war. At the very time I started looking 
to Gettysburg and Antietam to find 

AS A CHILD, Spears especially loved visiting Gettysburg, the site of the largest and bloodiest 
battle of the American Civil War: "The horrors of the Vietnam War still were unfolding daily 
on the television and in the headlines. Gettysburg was, for me, however, a sanitized version of 
war that fit neatly into my uncomplicated view of the world." 

examples of how the African American 
experience intertwined with those 
events, precious little appeared to be 
on the landscape to feed or sustain my 
interest and passion. 

In 1978, my freshman year in 
high school, my history class watched 
black-and-white clips from the 1950s 
and '60s in which pro-segregationists 
waved Confederate flags to intimidate 
civil rights marchers. I had to come to 
grips with the fact that the flag Gen. 
James Longstreet had fought under at 
Gettysburg had been adopted by white 
supremacists as a symbol of hate, not 
heritage. 

Then, during my senior year, a history 
teacher encouraged me to conduct 
research on the massacre of United 
States Colored Troops at Fort Pillow in 
Tennessee. In April 1864, Confederate 
forces under the command of Gen. 
Nathan Bedford Forrest attacked the fort 

and overran the Union garrison stationed 
there. Nearly all the white soldiers who 
surrendered were taken prisoner while 
some 300 black Union troops were 
deliberately killed by Forrest's men after 
laying down their arms. 

Some argue that Forrest's men 
acted without his consent or that the 
massacre never happened. But Union 
Gen. Ulysses S. Grant's reaction to 
news of the massacre was to suspend 
the practice of paroling and exchanging 
captured Confederates until the 
South agreed to treat its black pris
oners humanely. The South refused to 
comply, and prisons in both the North 
and South, especially at sites such as 
Andersonville in Georgia, began to bulge 
with prisoners of war. After my research 
on Fort Pillow, I was never again 
able to regard the Confederacy or the 
Confederate battle flag with neutrality, 
as I had when I was a child. 
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Reflections 

As a young adult, my interest in 
Gettysburg and Civil War history waned. 
I visited the battlefield less and began 
to explore other aspects of American 
history. I still kept my plastic soldiers 
and once spent the better part of a 
first (and only) date displaying for an 
astonished young woman my miniature 
armies. Once a Civil War geek, always a 
Civil War geek. 

I suppose it was nostalgia that 
brought me back to Gettysburg one 
day in my early 30s, and a chance 
encounter with an interpretive marker 
that rekindled my love for the park. At 
the northern end of Cemetery Ridge lies 
the white house and barn of Abraham 
Brian. Brian, I discovered during this 
trip, was a free African American man 
whose property stood on the ground 
one mile from where the left flank of the 
Confederate forces attacking the Union 
lines during Pickett's Charge began their 
assault on July 3,1863. 

I had seen the house during previous 
visits to the battlefield, but I had never 
stopped to visit it. Nor had I ever seen 
or read the interpretive marker next to 
the structure. When I learned that this 
house, literally at the center of the park, 
had been the home of a free black man, 
his wife and their five children, I had an 
epiphany. No black troops had fought 
at Gettysburg, at least not in any formal 
units. But a black family was directly 
connected to this battlefield, and their 
story was being acknowledged and 
shared by the National Park Service. 

I began to wonder what other stories 
I'd missed on these landscapes, and 
it appeared that the Park Service had 
also become curious about the untold 
stories at its battlefield parks. Slowly but 
surely, the old, orthodox interpretation 
of Civil War history was becoming more 
inclusive, more accurate and, I dare say, 
more compelling. 

A few years later, after I'd started 
working at NPCA, I had the great 
fortune to take a tour of Gettysburg in 
the company of several of the organiza
tion's board members and "Battle Cry 
of Freedom" author James McPherson. 
Ranger Terry Latschar led us off the bat
tlefield and into the town of Gettysburg 
on a tour highlighting the African 
American history there. We heard about 
Gettysburg's role as a major stop on the 
Underground Railroad and were intro
duced to characters such as Mag Palm, 
a powerfully built African American 
woman and resident of Gettysburg 
who allegedly beat up a gang of slave 
catchers who dared one night to try to 
apprehend her. Our final stop was the 
Lincoln Cemetery, the segregated burial 
place for Gettysburg's black population 
where among the gravestones is a large 
marker bearing the names of roughly 30 
African American men who fought for 
the Union during the Civil War. 

This history had always been a part 
of the Gettysburg experience, but it 
was just hidden (often) in plain sight. 
It took leadership from Park Service 
employees such as Latschar and former 

chief historian Dwight Pitcaithley and 
prodding from the likes of McPherson, 
the late historian James Oliver Horton 
and former Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr. to 
help reclaim a space for the African 
American experience in the National 
Park System's interpretation of the Civil 
War. Gettysburg helped lead the way. 

These days, 10-year-olds might 
begin their trips to the battlefield by 
watching "A New Birth of Freedom," 
a video narrated by actor Morgan 
Freeman that describes the details of the 
three-day battle and identifies slavery 
as a root cause of the Civil War. Then, 
after a stop in the bookshop, these 
young visitors might take brief hikes 
on a trail running through the woods 
toward the battlefield, past Gen. George 
G. Meade's headquarters at the Leister 
House and up the long rise to Cemetery 
Hill. There, they would spot, among all 
the cannons, a simple white house and 
barn, the home of Abraham Brian, a free 
black man. And they might learn, much 
earlier than I did, that the history of 
this country is wonderfully complex and 
more fully integrated than we've been 
led to believe. 

Forty years after I toured this site in 
a replica Hardee hat and bell-bottoms in 
colors louder than any Civil War cannon, 
the battlefield and I have both grown up, 
and for that I am truly grateful. 

ALAN SPEARS is the director of cultural re

sources in the government affairs department 

at NPCA. 
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HIKING IN YELLOWSTONE 
JULY-AUG 

Immerse yourself in Yellowstone's unique 
wilderness by hiking and rafting through the 
park's backcountry. 

ESSENCE OF YELLOWSTONE 
AND GRAND TETON 
JUN-SEPT 

Explore these two parks' natural treasures on 
foot and spot wildlife on a Snake River float trip. 

GREAT AMERICAN WEST 
JUN-AUG 

Join your expert guide for one of America's 
greatest road trips, from Mount Rushmore to 
Yellowstone. 

YELLOWSTONE WILDLIFE 
SAFARI 
MAY-SEPT 

Follow our expert guides to Yellowstone's best 
spots to watch grizzly bears, wolves and other 
iconic species. 

Trips start at $2,950 

We promise. You just have to jump in and poke around. White-spotted 

tobies, clown fish, butterflyfish, trumpetfish, needlefish, parrot fish, and 

a few slimy eels. Be curious. Peek past the coral. Get up close and smile. 

And don't forget to breathe. 
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JOSHUATREE 
NATIONAL PARK, CA 
A 2011 decision by the Supreme Court ended 
a decades-long battle to stop what would 
have been the nation's largest landfill at Eagle 
Mountain — on a site surrounded on three sides 
by national park land. 

21 
conservation 

triumphs 

frorn the past 
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A century ago, the organization now known as the NatiohM Parks-
Pj&L Conservaliori Association was founded with a mission to protect and 

enhance America's national parks. The achievements highlighted on the 
following pages*— just a representative sample of NPCA's Work ^-show that 
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ARCHES AND CANYONLANDS 
NATIONAL PARKS, UT 
By collaborating on a landmark oil and gas lease plan finalized in 2016, 
NPCA helped to protect 450,000 acres of Utah canyon country from 
harmful energy development 

KATAHDIN WOODS 
AND WATERS NATIONAL 
MONUMENT, ME 
NPCA secured the 2016 designation of a new monument 
preserving more than 87,500 acres of deep forest along 
the East Branch of the Penobscot River, 
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TiREAT SMOKY 
MOUNTAINS 
NATIONAL PARK, 
NCandTN 
In 2011,NPCA marked a significant victory for 
regional air quality by brokering a historic 
agreement with the country's largest power 
utility to retrofit or retire 54 of its 59 coal-
fired boilers. 



ALASKA NATIONAL 
PARKS & PRESERVES 
As part of the Alaska Coalition, NPCA helped secure passage 
of the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act in 
1980, which protected over 100 million acres including 43.6 
million acres of new national park land 

STONEWALL NATIONAL 
MONUMENT, NY 
NPCA built strong support in the community, across the country and 
in Congress that resulted in the 2016 designation of the first nationa 
park site dedicated to LGBT history 

S PATRICK J ENDRESAVWW.ALASKAPH0T0GRAPHICS.COM 

YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK, 
ID,MTandWY 
Shortly after its founding in 1919, NPCA began a century of advocacy in 
the world's first national park by protecting Yellowstone's elk population 
and defeating a proposal to dam the Yellowstone River, 
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EVERGLADES  
NATIONAL PARK, FL
NPCA called for the establishment of an Everglades 
National Park as early as 1920, alarmed by the threats 
to this subtropical region and its wildlife — including 
the butchering of birds for the feather trade that saw 
some species hunted nearly to extinction. In 1934, 
NPCA spearheaded passage of the Everglades Act, the 
legislation that authorized the park’s creation and led to 
its designation 13 years later.
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BELMONT-PAUL  
WOMEN’S EQUALITY  
NATIONAL MONUMENT, DC
NPCA partnered with the National Woman’s Party 
to successfully advocate for the 2016 creation of 
a national park site commemorating the history of 
women’s suffrage.

BIG CYPRESS NATIONAL  
PRESERVE, FL
When the native population of Florida panthers dwindled to about 30 in 
1995, NPCA worked with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to transfer 
healthy, genetically similar Texas mountain lions to the greater Everglades 
— replenishing the gene pool and helping to triple the big cats’ numbers 
over the following decade. 

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE NATIONAL PRESERVE, KS
NPCA led the effort to protect the planet’s largest remaining tallgrass prairie — just a fraction of the 170 million acres 
that once covered America’s heartland — capping decades of advocacy with the creation of this site in 1996.
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PULLMAN NATIONAL 
MONUMENT, IL 
With strong community support, NPCA led the campaign 
to establish Pullman National Monument in 2015. The park 
preserves important stories of American industry, labor, 
urban planning and the first African American union 

BIRMINGHAM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 
NATIONAL 
MONUMENTAL 
To help preserve and illuminate 
a critical chapter in the civi 
rights movement, NPCA led the 
campaign for a new nationa 
monument in what once was 
the most segregated city in the 
nation. President Barack Obama 
established the site in 2017, 

GETTYSBURG NATIONAL MILITARY PARK, PA 
NPCA has long fought to preserve the historic character of Gettysburg. On three separate 
occasions between 2006 and 2017, the organization helped foil plans to build a casino a short 
distance from the hallowed grounds, 
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BUFFALO NATIONAL RIVER, AR 
NPCA played a prominent role in defeating a proposal to dam a major 
tributary of the nation's first national river. The 2002 Justice Department 
ruling set a national precedent, showing the importance of allowing the 
National Park Service to weigh in when parks were at risk, even if the 
threat originated outside park boundaries 

SAN ANTONIO MISSIONS 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, TX 
Working in partnership with the local community, NPCA successfully advocated 
for the missions' designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 2015. 

OLYMPIC NATIONAL PARK, WA 
In 1943, apointed editorial in National Parks magazine was part of a 
campaign that helped to rescue Olympic's old-growth spruce forests 
from wartime logging interests 

3 8 NATIONALPARKS CENTENNIAL ISSUE 3 9 

Z" 
o 
I 
S3 
z < 
z-
o 
CD 

& 

z 

1 
I 
CD 
O 
CD 

© 

> 
I 
Q . < 
CD 

o 
I 
Q . 

I u 
CD 

a 
<j 
CD 

<J 

& 



CHESAPEAKE & OHIO CANAL 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK, 
DQMDandWV 
In 1954, when The Washington Post endorsed a Park Service proposal to turn the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal into a parkway, NPCA leaders joined Justice William 
O. Douglas to hike all 185 miles of the canal's towpath in protest. It worked; the 
proposal was scuttled, and the C&O was protected first as a national monument 
and, in 1971, as a national historical park. 

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK, MT 
NPCA promoted the2014 passage of the North Fork Watershed 
Protection Act, bipartisan legislation that safeguards the headwaters to 
Glacier and Flathead Lake and protects Waterton-Glacier, the world's first 
nternational peace park. 

GREAT BASIN 
NATIONAL PARK, NV 
After 30 years of advocacy, NPCA played a lead role in 
the 1986 creation of Great Basin National Park, home 
to limestone caves, ancient bristlecone pines and 
famously dark skies 
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GRAND CANYON  

NATIONAL PARK, AZ 
Several years ago, NPCA played a key role in protecting the 
Grand Canyon from one of the worst threats in the park’s 
history, a massive development — including 2,100 housing 
units and 3 million square feet of commercial space — 
proposed near the South Rim.
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NPCA and others have worked for 
decades to protect Yellowstone's 
grizzlies. Is the long-term recovery of 
the iconic species now in jeopardy? 

FIGHTING 
FOR THE 
GRIZZLY 

K 
By Nicolas Brulliard 

n a mild August morning in the western 
Montana town of Missoula, dozens of 
people lined up outside the doors of a 
small federal courthouse. Some held a 
cloth banner that read "Respect Tribes. 
Respect Science. Protect Bears." Oth
ers carried "Save the Yellowstone 

Grizzly" signs. For the activists, the urgency wasn't exag
gerated; many viewed the imminent court proceedings as a 
matter of life or death for the bears. 

In 2017, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service declared Yellow
stone-area grizzlies recovered and removed them from the list 
of threatened species. Wyoming and Idaho quickly moved to 
organize the first grizzly hunts to take place in the contiguous 
United States in decades. A coalition of conservation orga
nizations — including NPCA — and Native American tribes 
disagreed that the bears were fully recovered. The groups 
sued the government over the delisting, arguing that it would 
put the Yellowstone grizzlies at risk and make it harder for 
them to eventually connect with the grizzly population in and 
around Glacier National Park. Now the judge inside the brick 
courthouse was to rule on whether the American West's iconic 
species still needed federal protection. More urgently, Judge 
Dana Christensen also was to decide whether the grizzly hunts 
could move forward just two days later. 

CENTENNIAL ISSUE 4 7 

A MALE GRIZZLY BEAR inspects 
a camera trap set up in the 
mountains of Wyoming. 
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A GRIZZLY SOW AND HER CUBS pass through Big 
Prairie in Glacier National Park. Many scientists hope 
grizzly populations in Glacier and Yellowstone will 
eventually connect (left). Top: Cars stop in Grand 
Teton National Park to let a female grizzly and her 
cubs cross the road. Middle: A camera trap catches 
a grizzly reaching for apples in the yard of a house 
along Yellowstone's northern boundary. Bottom: John 
(left) and Frank (right) Craighead fit a grizzly bear 
with a radio collar in 1966. The brothers conducted 
the first scientific study of Yellowstone grizzlies and 
helped raise public support for the conservation of 
the bears. 

As soon as the doors opened, the crowd rushed in and quickly 
packed the courtroom. Those who didn't make the cut filled a 
nearby atrium set up with a TV screen so they could follow the 
court proceedings. Sharon Mader, NPCA's Grand Teton senior 
program manager, was one of the lucky ones who snagged a seat 
inside the courtroom. She and her colleagues felt they had a 
strong case, but she was nervous nonetheless. 

"This is the only time that I have literally prayed to God during 
a court hearing for the right outcome," she said. 

Both sides presented their cases. Tim Preso, the Earthjustice 
attorney who represented NPCA and its partners, made a compel
ling case against the delisting and adroitly rebutted the federal 
lawyers' attempts to undermine his arguments. After hearing 
that Christensen would not rule that day, Preso told the judge 
the plaintiffs would file a temporary restraining order to stop the 
hunts. Mader said she was impressed with his performance. "I 
started to feel much more comfortable," she said. 

Late in the afternoon, the judge confirmed Mader's hunch. He 

indicated he needed more time to properly evaluate whether the 
government's decision to delist the grizzlies of the Greater Yellow
stone Ecosystem was warranted and placed the hunt temporarily 
on hold. It was a qualified victory, but grizzly advocates exhaled 
a collective sigh of relief. 

For many, grizzlies are a symbol of the wildness that was. 
Perhaps as many as 50,000 grizzlies roamed the Western 
United States two centuries ago, occupying virtually every 
ecological niche, from the Pacific Coast to the Rockies and 
the Great Plains. These days, an estimated 1,400 to 1,700 griz
zlies live in the Lower 48. Of those, about 700 grizzly bears 
inhabit the public and private lands in and around Yellowstone 
and Grand Teton National Parks, according to the Interagency 
Grizzly Bear Study Team, a group of government scientists and 
local Native American tribe members that monitors grizzlies 
in the Yellowstone region. 

Before the arrival of European settlers, the grizzlies' 
range in the West was largely continuous, but now Yellow

stone's bears are isolated from those in northern Montana 
(and Canada) — the Lower 48's only other significant griz
zly population. Together, these two populations occupy just a 
tiny fraction of the grizzly's historical range. The isolation of 
a population can lead to low genetic diversity, which in turn 
can result in a higher susceptibility to disease and a reduced 
ability to produce healthy offspring. Grizzlies have one of the 
lowest reproductive rates among North America's mammals, 
so any decrease would pose a threat to the population's sur
vival. Many grizzly experts hope the two main populations 
will eventually overlap and provide Yellowstone grizzlies with 
a healthy dose of new genes. 

Only 70 miles separate the two populations, but grizzlies 
face an increased mortality risk on a patchwork of federal, 
state and private land crisscrossed by highways. To coun
ter that risk, a robust Yellowstone population is critical for 
the species to establish itself along that corridor, said David 
Mattson, a former member of the Interagency Grizzly Bear 

Study Team who has researched Yellowstone's 
grizzlies for decades. 

A Food Quandary 
Improving the grizzlies' ability to move back and 
forth between the Yellowstone and Glacier ecosys
tems would also make the species more resilient to 
another growing threat. Already, climate change 
has drastically altered the diet of Yellowstone's 
grizzly bears. Grizzlies in the region eat a wide 
variety of plants but have historically gotten most 
of their proteins from whitebark pine nuts, army 
cutworm moths, elk or bison meat, and Yellowstone 
cutthroat trout. Depending on their territories, 
individual bears rely on certain sources of proteins 
more than others, but some of these foods have 
become scarcer overall. 

Cutthroat trout have suffered greatly from pre-
dation by larger, invasive species such as lake trout, 
which were released illegally into Yellowstone Lake 
more than two decades ago. (Lake trout, which live 
deeper in the lake, are not a viable food source for 

grizzlies.) Warming summer temperatures also reduce suitable 
habitat for the native trout and can increase the species' vulner
ability to disease. Due to the decline of the cutthroat population, 
the amount of trout consumed by grizzlies decreased by 70 per
cent in a decade. The region's army cutworm moths are similarly 
in trouble. Each summer, the insects fly from farmland in the 
Great Plains to the Yellowstone area to feed on the nectar of flow
ers in the alpine meadows there. Grizzlies eat as many as 40,000 
of the insects in a single day. As the climate warms, however, the 
meadows will slowly move up the slope until there is no more 
slope to climb. "That environment is going to go away," Mattson 
said. Within a century, he predicts both meadows and moths will 
"go off the top of the mountain." 

Climate change also has wreaked havoc on Yellowstone's 
stands of whitebark pine. The pine's main pest is the mountain 
pine beetle, which bores holes into the tree to lay eggs, setting off 
a chain reaction that eventually kills the host tree. The insects are 
usually kept in check by cold winters, but warmer temperatures 
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in recent years have led to a widespread beetle infestation. 
The bears' omnivorous diet and adaptability have allowed 

them to compensate for the loss of pine nuts to some extent, and 
research suggests that the bears have been able to maintain their 
body weight and reproductive rates in part by consuming more 
meat. But each food source comes with a 
certain hazard level for the bears, Matt-
son said. Whitebark pine nuts are very 
safe to obtain because the pine forests 
tend to be located away from humans 
and often lie inside park boundaries. 
Some meat sources, such as elk calves 
or the carcasses of bison killed by wolves, 
are also relatively safe, but if hungry 
bears seek out livestock or gut piles left 
by elk hunters, the risk of conflict with 
humans increases dramatically. 

Grizzlies in the Yellowstone region 
have been expanding their territories, 
pushing ever farther into areas with 
higher human occupation. Scientists on 
the Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team 
believe the main reason for the dispersal is that the bears are 
too numerous in portions of the ecosystem and are colonizing 
new areas. Others think the expanding range of the Yellowstone 
grizzlies is motivated in part by the bears' quest for meat. Over 

the past 16 years, grizzly deaths in accidental encounters with elk 
hunters increased on average by 5 percent per year. Over the same 
period, the number of grizzlies euthanized following livestock 
predation grew by an average 17 percent per year. 

The grizzlies of the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem are among 
the world's most studied bears, yet research 
into climate change's deleterious effects on 
grizzlies is relatively new. For Bart Melton, 
NPCA's director of wildlife programs, that's 
another reason Yellowstone grizzlies still 
belong on the endangered species list. "We 
need to proceed very cautiously," he said. 
"The climate is clearly changing, and the 
impacts of climate change will acceler
ate exponentially. What that means on the 
ground for Yellowstone's grizzlies in the 
years ahead is a relative unknown." 

Killing Bears — and Riding Them 
Historically, many Native American tribes 
saw grizzlies as their ancestors or relatives, 
and many still revere the animals. (Recently, 

more than 200 U.S. and Canadian tribes signed a treaty to protect 
the species.) The pioneers who settled the West a couple centuries 
ago, on the other hand, felt no such kinship with the great bears. 
Fur traders hunted the grizzlies for their pelts, and cattlemen 

who moved into grizzly habitat saw the bears as a threat 
to be eradicated. Traps, poison and hired killers became 
the tools of a vast predator control campaign sanctioned 
by the states and the federal government. 

Some of the men who exterminated grizzlies became 
legendary figures. Ben Lilly, who once served as a guide 
to President Theodore Roosevelt on a black bear hunt in 
Louisiana, reportedly killed hundreds of bears, many 
of them grizzlies, including several dispatched with his 
trusted Bowie knife. Thousands of grizzlies died in the 
campaign. 

One by one, states lost their grizzlies. Texas' last grizzly 
was killed in 1900, Utah's in 1923, and the last credible 
sighting of a California grizzly — other than on the state 
flag — occurred in 1924. 

As grizzlies disappeared from much of the Western 
landscape, they garnered more interest from the general 
public. In the 1850s, John "Grizzly" Adams (pictured at 
left), a hunter turned grizzly tamer, was able to train sev
eral young grizzlies to follow him around and carry his 
pack. One, Lady Washington, even let him ride on her 
back at times. Grizzly Adams showed his bears in San 
Francisco and New York City where crowds of urbanites 
got their first look at the West's apex predators. 

Grizzly hunting was outlawed in Yellowstone National 
Park in 1886, and just a few years later, grizzlies began 

THE U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE has identified six conserva
tion areas for the grizzly bear in the Lower 48 (the North Cascades 
ecosystem in Washington state is not pictured). There is currently no 
established grizzly population in the Bitterroot ecosystem. 

UNTIL THE 1940S, 
visitors to Yellow
stone National Park 
could observe griz
zlies and black bears 
feeding on garbage 
near the park's hotels. 

feeding at garbage piles behind the park's hotels. Rather than 
discourage the bears, hotel managers set up "lunch counters" for 
them and constructed bleachers where hundreds of visitors sat 
to take in the "bear shows." 

A New Population Low 
By the 1940s, attitudes about wildlife management had evolved. 
Several garbage dumps in Yellowstone remained open, but all 
public-viewing areas had closed, and sanctioned bear feeding 
had stopped. Major conservationists such as Aldo Leopold raised 
the public's consciousness about the important ecological role 
of the grizzly and the rapid decline of the animal's population. 
"There seems to be a tacit assumption that if grizzlies survive in 
Canada and Alaska, that is good enough. It is not good enough 
for me," he wrote in "A Sand County Almanac," his seminal book 
published in 1949. (To date, few studies have sought to quantify 
the bears' impact on the ecosystem, but it is likely significant. As 
top predators, grizzlies help keep ungulate populations in check. 
They disperse seeds through their droppings, and research shows 
that they can increase the concentration of nutrients in the soil 
when they dig for bulbs to eat.) 

Extensive research by brothers John and Frank Craighead 
during the 1960s showed that garbage remained the most impor
tant food for Yellowstone grizzlies. After two young women were 
killed by garbage-conditioned grizzlies in Glacier National Park 
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during a single night in August 1967, the Park Service took a hard 
look at its bear management practices, and within three years, 
Yellowstone managers had closed all the park’s dumps. The hope 
was that the bears would turn to natural food sources, but many 
reacted by seeking out other sources of garbage in campgrounds 
and inhabited areas outside the park. Conflicts with people 
increased, and many more bears were killed or moved to zoos 
after the dump closures than in preceding years.

In 1974, both Wyoming and Montana scheduled their regu-
lar fall season grizzly hunts. That year, the Craighead brothers 
estimated the total grizzly population of the Greater Yellowstone 
Ecosystem at a historic low of 136. “That really kicked things off,” 

said Stephen Herrero, a professor emeritus at the University of 
Calgary and an expert in bear management. “There we had a 
national icon that was in serious danger of being lost.” NPCA 
and other conservation organizations spoke out against the hunts 
and called for the grizzlies to be protected under the Endangered 
Species Act passed just one year earlier. The hunts went forward, 
but in 1975 the Fish and Wildlife Service listed the grizzly bear as 
a threatened species in the Lower 48 and placed a moratorium 
on grizzly hunting in the Yellowstone region.

A Recovering Population
Thanks to the law’s protection and improved bear management, 
Yellowstone’s grizzly population started a long road toward recov-
ery. After removing problem bears and chasing away those that 
got too close to people, park managers realized they should con-
centrate on changing human behavior instead. They embarked 

on campaigns to educate visitors on the need to carry bear spray 
on trails, properly store their food and keep their distance from 
the bears. Despite record visitation numbers in Yellowstone 
and Grand Teton and a rebounding bear population, the risk of 
being attacked by a grizzly is now minimal. Human behavior has 
improved, but the grizzlies have done their part, too, by learning 
to steer clear of humans. “I credit the bears,” said Frank T. van 
Manen, a wildlife biologist who leads the Interagency Grizzly Bear 
Study Team. “There are a lot of encounters that didn’t happen 
because the bears ran away.”

After three decades of restoration efforts, the Fish and Wildlife 
Service delisted the species in the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem 
in 2007. Two years later, a judge in the Missoula federal court 
invalidated the decision, ruling that available science contra-
dicted the agency’s interpretation that grizzlies could adjust to 
the impact of climate change on whitebark pine. Yellowstone griz-
zlies were back on the threatened species list.

Over the past decade, bears have expanded their territory 
and moved farther from the parks, which has made manage-

For decades, Alaska has embarked on so-called 
predator control campaigns, making it increasingly 
easier for hunters and the government to kill wolves 
and black bears as well as grizzlies, which are not 
protected under the Endangered Species Act in 
Alaska. The main goal of those efforts is to increase 
the populations of moose and caribou to satisfy the 
demand from hunters inside Alaska and those com-

ing to the state for trophy 
hunting. “It has nothing to 
do with the health of the 
ecosystem,” said Jim Adams, 
NPCA’s Alaska regional 
director.

In recent years, Alaska’s 
Board of Game authorized 
extreme sport hunting prac-
tices that many sport hunters 

deem unethical. They include trapping wolves during 
denning season, killing black bear cubs in their dens 
and baiting grizzlies with donuts and grease-soaked 
bread to make it easier to shoot them. Removing top 
predators from an area has a cascading effect that 
can dramatically change the ecosystem, Adams said. 
Baiting bears can also habituate them to human food 
and increase the likelihood of conflicts with people.

In 2015, after a long public comment pro-
cess, the National Park Service banned these sport 
hunting practices from national preserves, where 
hunting, trapping and subsistence use are allowed. 
NPCA celebrated the move, but last year, the De-
partment of the Interior announced that it would 
reverse the decision. If that happens, Adams said 
NPCA will consider suing the Interior Department 
to keep grizzly baiting and other such practices out 
of national park sites. “One of the great gifts we 
can give our children are national park lands with 
natural, awe-inspiring populations of bears and 
wolves,” Adams said. “We’ll continue to oppose the 
state’s efforts to turn them into game farms.” 

NO 
TO  
BAITING 
BEARS
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ment trickier. In areas where grizzlies are appearing for the 
first time in decades, ranchers are not accustomed to disposing 
quickly of dead livestock or using electric fencing, elk hunters 
don’t always carry bear spray or remove carcasses promptly, 
and residents may not be willing or even know to buy bear-proof 
garbage cans or pick up fruit that’s fallen to the ground. In 2018, 
65 grizzly deaths were recorded in the Yellowstone region — a 
16 percent increase over the previous year’s toll. Of those docu-
mented deaths, at least 43 were caused by humans, including 
grizzlies that were euthanized after preying on livestock, bears 
that were killed in vehicle collisions and one that accidentally 
fell in fast-flowing cement.

Outreach and education are crucial to mitigate human-bear 
conflicts, said NPCA’s Stephanie Adams, but so is a genuine com-
mitment from state and federal wildlife managers to provide the 
support and resources needed to prevent or reduce conflicts when 

grizzlies return to land-
scapes where they have 
been absent for decades. 
“We have to be willing to 
work with all stakehold-
ers, even if they have 
different opinions, and 
we have to be willing to 

hear their concerns,” said Adams, NPCA’s associate director for 
the Northern Rockies.

After the Fish and Wildlife Service delisted Yellowstone griz-
zlies for a second time two years ago, Wyoming decided to issue 22 
hunting licenses, and Idaho issued one. Grizzly enthusiasts wor-
ried that bears that call Yellowstone and Grand Teton National 
Parks home for part of the year would be vulnerable when they 
moved beyond park borders. There was particular concern about 
Grand Teton’s bears. Grizzlies there are generally more visible 
than those at Yellowstone, and some have achieved international 
celebrity. The park is relatively narrow, so bears easily move in 

and out. Unlike in Yellowstone, limited elk hunts are legal inside 
Grand Teton, so some grizzlies there have developed a taste for the 
elk guts hunters leave behind. While grizzlies can safely feed on 
elk carcasses in the park, doing so beyond park boundaries would 
be very risky if the hunt were to proceed. Thomas Mangelsen, a 
photographer who has spent more than a decade documenting 
the life of a Jackson Hole grizzly, said in an interview with a local 
publication before the court hearing that because Grand Teton 
grizzlies didn’t view hunters as threats, they would make easy 
targets. “It will be like shooting your sofa,” he said.

Melton, NPCA’s wildlife director, said his team’s main consid-
eration when deciding whether to sue the federal government was 
the potential impact of taking 23 grizzlies out of a population that 
has suffered large losses recently and faces an uncertain future. 
“We said, ‘Let’s just look at: Could the population bear the brunt 
of this?’” he said. “We found our answer was no.”

Of all the grizzly populations in the United States, 
the one in Washington’s North Cascades is the most 
at risk. Before the fur trade and predator control 
campaigns took their toll, large numbers of griz-
zlies roamed the area. Now only a few remain in the 
region, and all the recent sightings have occurred 

on the Canadian side. 
The bears fulfill an 
important ecological 
role, so bolstering the 
population in North 
Cascades National 
Park and surrounding 
areas would benefit 
the whole ecosys-
tem, said Rob Smith, 

NPCA’s regional director for the Northwest region. 
“The grizzly bear is a sign that things are in good 
shape,” he said.

North Cascades grizzlies’ future brightened 
last March when then Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke 
reaffirmed the government’s commitment to restor-
ing the grizzly population. One of the options on 
the table involves releasing grizzlies gradually to 
build up a population of about 200 bears. Yet just 
four months after Zinke’s comments, U.S. Rep. Dan 
Newhouse, an opponent of grizzly restoration whose 
district lies east of the national park, announced that 
the Department of the Interior, despite having al-
ready received more than 126,000 public comments, 
would consider seeking further public input, which 
would effectively stall the recovery process. Zinke’s 
resignation in December added further uncertainty 
to the recovery effort.

“For North Cascades grizzlies, it’s a complete 
unknown right now,” Smith said.

UNFINISHED  

BEAR 
BUSINESS

THE MITIGATION of human-bear con-
flicts is a priority for wildlife managers 
as grizzlies move into new territories 
(left). Right: Known as “399,” this 
grizzly sow, pictured with three cubs 
in Grand Teton National Park, is one 
of the most photographed grizzlies in 
North America.
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Connect, Connect, Connect
On Sept. 24, more than three weeks after the hearing, Judge Christensen finally 
issued his decision. Christensen ruled that the Fish and Wildlife Service’s analysis 
of the threats faced by Yellowstone’s grizzlies was “arbitrary and capricious” and did 
not justify delisting the species. What’s more, he specifically noted that the agency 
had failed to demonstrate that the isolation of Yellowstone’s grizzlies did not pose 
a threat to the long-term health of the population. NPCA and other plaintiffs had 
focused much of their arguments on the importance of connectivity, so the ruling 
felt like validation. “I was over the moon, really ecstatic,” Melton said.

The legal battle is likely not over, as the Fish and Wildlife Service filed a notice 
in December to appeal Christensen’s ruling. In the meantime, NPCA and its allies 
will continue to work to create the conditions for Yellowstone’s and Glacier’s bears 
to connect, breed and improve their genetic health. 

Most parties agree that the grizzlies will eventually touch noses somewhere in 
Montana. The state conducted grizzly hunts until 1991 — it was the last state to drop 
the practice — but it did not follow Wyoming and Idaho in organizing hunts last 
year. Sarah Lundstrum, NPCA’s Glacier program manager, sees that as a sign that 
Montanans’ attitudes toward grizzlies are slowly changing. Still, she said it will take 
a lot of work to make all people in their paths at ease with the bears’ return.

“I think bears are going to connect before we figure it out,” she said.

NICOLAS BRULLIARD is associate editor of National Parks magazine. 

To learn more about other animals NPCA has worked to protect, go to  
npca.org/defendingwildlife.
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What is going 
to happen to 
national parks 
in the next 
century? We asked a 
handful of writers, activists, 
scholars and conservationists 
about their hopes, dreams 
and fears about the National 
Park System. Here’s what 
they had to say. 

THE PATH AHEAD
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I love stories. When asked to share my feelings about 
the National Park System, my first impulse is always to tell a 
story. While there are a number that come to mind, I tend to 
tell one about my father and our visit to Martin Luther King, Jr. 
National Historical Park in 2005. I was living in Atlanta at the 
time and had been interviewing African Americans around the 
country about their diverse environmental experiences. What did 
the great outdoors mean to them? I was working out how to weave 
those stories into my dissertation when my parents visited. It was 
the perfect excuse to step away from my computer and head to 
the nearby site, which gives voice to the black experience during 
the 1950s and ’60s.  

The park sits in downtown 
Atlanta on a busy street where 
you can find Ebenezer Baptist 

church, the house King grew up in and the visitor center, where 
we began our visit. As my parents and I walked into the building, 
we were immediately hit with the sights and sounds of the civil 
rights era; images of protests, advertisements and news stories 
were accompanied by the sounds of King’s voice coming over a 
loudspeaker. We felt the exhibit before thinking about it, and we 
let our senses lead the way. My mother wandered off as my father 
and I stood in front of a set of photographs. 

Now, my father, then 74, is not an effusive man when it comes 
to his feelings (unless he is angry), so I was surprised when he 
suddenly grabbed my arm and a look of panic and fear crossed his 
face. He actually grew a bit pale, and I thought he might be having 
a heart attack. But before I could fully react, he giggled (also very 
uncharacteristic), then pointed to a photograph in front of us. It 
was a black-and-white image of a sign that read “For Whites Only.” 

“I saw that sign and for a moment I thought we weren’t sup-
posed to be here,” he said. I realized he was grabbing me to get 
me to safety. I was stunned.

That’s not the end of the story. We found my mother and joined 
a tour of King’s childhood home. The young ranger leading the 
tour had serious storytelling skills, and we were all enthralled, not 
least of all my father. At the end of the day, after we left the park 

and went to dinner, my father said that he couldn’t believe 
he’d had such a good time at the park! He went on about 
it, which was so uncustomary for him, I began to wonder 
if there was something extra in the iced tea we were drink-
ing. But what I’ve come to realize is that he had a good time 
because the story told at the park was also his story — the 
joy and the pain of being a black man living in America dur-

ing the ’50s and ’60s was something he carried with him. And to 
see it acknowledged, shared and valued was a way of recognizing 
and honoring his experience. It also opened the door to healing.

My dream of how the National Park System might evolve over 
the next 100 years is really a dream about how we might evolve. 
How we might be in better relationship with this Earth and each 
other. How we will uncover and recover stories of who we’ve been 
and who we could be. And how we will continue to share those 
pieces of our history, no matter how hard they might be to tell. 
It’s those untold narratives, in particular, that give us a chance 
at redemption while allowing original ideas to emerge. And the 
national parks — places of beauty, pain, the past and the present 
— are the most valuable repositories of our country’s stories that 
we have. May we continue to treat these spaces with the care, love 
and respect they deserve.

CAROLYN FINNEY is a writer, performer and cultural geographer. She 

is the author of “Black Faces, White Spaces: Reimagining the Relationship 

of African Americans to the Great Outdoors” and served on the National 

Park System Advisory Board before resigning in 2018 with 10 of the 

board’s 12 members to protest Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke’s unwilling-

ness to meet with them. 

AN  
AMERICAN 
STORY
BY CAROLYN 
FINNEY
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Canyonlands National Park — It is 2155; 
the Colorado River is now an ephemeral river that runs only 
in the spring due to the aridification of the American South-
west. Drought is too kind of a word for where we are now. 
     Canyonlands National Park has been left alone and remains 
a geologic park, though it’s accessible only by enclosed view-
ing stations at Island in the Sky and the Needles Overlook that 
are cooled by solar power. It is too hot to descend into the can-
yons below. Travel by car or bus is prohibited. The roads are 
closed, historical scars reminiscent of a time when the world 
was fueled by gasoline and people drove cars without think-
ing. The relentless heat has buckled and cracked the pavement. 
Entry by foot is rare, though some remaining Desert Mothers 
and Fathers make their yearly pilgrimages to Druid Arch at 
their own peril, driven by the force of their religious convictions. 
     Virtual-reality glasses are provided at the lookout stations 
where hearty visitors, many of whom knew these erosional 
parks as children or from the cherished 
photographs of their ancestors, come to 
remember when these red-rock land-
scapes were places of inspiration and 
the desert blossomed each year. No lon-
ger; the land can’t support much life at 
all. The glasses repopulate the barren 
landscape with the plants and animals 
that once lived in this high desert: sage, 
chamisa, blackbrush, brittlebush, globe-
mallow, primrose, yucca, prickly pear 
and willows. Cottonwood trees redrawn 
along the mighty Colorado draw gasps. 
Ringtail cats, mountain lions and mule 
deer also inspire awe.

When they lower the glasses, visitors 
can still spot ravens (tricksters that they 
are) in the red-rock chasms, lifted up by afternoon thermals. A 
few reptiles — collared lizards, whiptails and rattlesnakes among 
them — also remain, surviving on scattered insects. The rattle-
snakes’ dry desert rattles can now be heard more as a haunting 
than a warning.

Canyonlands is staffed by robots that have been programmed 
to tell the geologic story of the park and the life that once flour-
ished here. Donned in gray and green uniforms and stiff brim 
hats, they look like their human counterparts of past decades. The 
difference is they can withstand the extreme temperatures — well 
above 120 degrees Fahrenheit — and do not need the water now 
rationed among the few residents who manage to live nearby.  
     “There have been two great exoduses in the Colorado Plateau,” 
the robot says, “one in the Holocene, led by the pre-Puebloan 
people, and the other in the Anthropocene, which is occurring 
now. Climate refugees are retreating not only from the rising 

seas on the East and West Coasts of the United States of Amer-
ica but from the rising heat in the Desert Southwest. America’s 
National Relocation Parks scattered throughout the Midwest 
and Great Lakes region are sites for internal migration as the 
Great Escape continues. In this new era of Climate Conforma-
tion, we are learning to adapt to the conditions we once denied.”  
   The national park robot turns to the visitors, say-
ing, “I invite you to step outside brief ly and feel the 
burning beauty uninhabitable now to most species.” 

TERRY TEMPEST WILLIAMS is the award-winning author of 15 

books, and her writing has appeared in The New Yorker, The New York 

Times, Orion Magazine and elsewhere. She is writer-in-residence at the 

Harvard Divinity School. Her most recent book is “The Hour of Land: A 

Personal Topography of America’s National Parks”; “Erosion: Essays of 

Undoing” will be published in October 2019 by Farrar, Straus & Giroux. 

A 22ND- 
CENTURY PARK
BY TERRY 
TEMPEST  
WILLIAMS
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I n O c t o b e r 1 9 6 9 , a small team of law enforcement 
officers arrested the Charles Manson, the cult leader, in a forsaken 
Death Valley ranch house. Several park rangers had led the way 
to Manson's hiding place in a bathroom cabinet; for days, two of 
those rangers — Dick Powell and Don Carney — had been doggedly 
pursing imprecise clues left in a remote part of the park by the now 
infamous criminal. An absorbing story, it is one you do not hear 
much about. And that, dear readers, is the crux of my grumbling. 

No one documents our country's cultural and natural history 
better than the National Park Service. The geologic timeline of 
the Grand Canyon. How and why Gen. George Custer died. The 
ancient history of Mesa Verde. The bravery of people on Flight 93. 
The agency is renowned worldwide for illuminating our collective 
heritage, but it tells its own story rather poorly. 

There are so many little-known narratives like the one about 
Manson. Few are aware, for example, that when Hurricane 

elite underwater ranger-archaeologists helped 
shed light on the sacrifices of the 1,177 sail
ors who died when the ship was bombed in 
the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor. More 
Department of the Interior Valor Awards have 
been earned by national park rangers than by 
employees at all other department agencies 
combined. Since Congress instructed those 
in Yellowstone to protect the forest from ax 

Andrew ripped into the Bahamas, Louisiana and Florida in 
1992, the Park Service activated its national All-Risk Manage
ment Team, led by Incident Commander Rick Gale, a park ranger. 
For three months, some 350 caring Park Service employees — 
scientists to crane operators — labored hard and long to clean, 
repair, rebuild and help the overwhelmed staff of Everglades and 
Biscayne National Parks deal with the devastation the storm had 
left in its wake. That collaboration was built around the incident 
command system, a new and innovative management tool that 
hadn't been used on that scale previously and was subsequently 
adopted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

Or consider this: In 1993, Park Ranger Daryl Miller, endur
ing wind chill nearing minus 70 degrees, dangled from a rope 
100 feet beneath Denali National Park's helicopter. "Cowboy" 
Bill Ramsey, a pilot, had just deftly lifted Miller off the top of 
Mt. McKinley. Part of the preparation for the climbing season, 
it was the first time that an operation at that elevation — 20,320 
feet — had ever been successfully undertaken. The training exer
cise paved the way for numerous mountain rescues that saved 
many lives. 

The list goes on. Surveying the USS Arizona, the Park Service's 

and fire in 1886, the agency has been at the forefront of wildland 
firefighting. For at least the past six decades, ranger teams have 
routinely been deployed to major events and incidents, such as 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, presidential inaugurations, outlaw 
motorcycle gang rallies and undercover law enforcement sting 
operations involving thousands of irreplaceable Native American 
artifacts. 

And this is just the tip of the ranger story. There are a great 
many ways that the Park Service's scientists, archaeologists, 
wildlife experts, educators, managers and maintenance crews 

make a difference every day. 
None of these contributions are intentionally kept secret or hidden, but 

they are often invisible. There are exceptions, of course, such as the Park 
Service's documentation of its response to the September 11 attacks and the 
activities of the Civilian Conservation Corps of the 1930s, but such records 
are few and far between. I am not criticizing Park Service historians. They 
justifiably need to focus on telling the country's stories and are outstanding 
at what they do, but they need help. 

The roles of the men and women of the Park Service have expanded dra
matically since Yellowstone was created in 1872.1 hope that as the agency 
continues to evolve over the next 100 years, it will better recognize and more 
fully record the countless accomplishments of its own people who are mak
ing history ...today. 

BUTCH FARABEE retired in 1999 after a 35-year career in the Park Service. He 

worked his way up from laborer on a trail crew to park ranger to park superintendent. 
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When I was 8 years old, my attention was riv-
eted by the national parks on the National Geographic globe that 
glowed in my bedroom. To me, the patches of green represented 
a promise of adventure. I was also convinced that they were safe 
havens for nature and wildlife.

Nowadays, we understand the situation is much more com-
plicated. Parks are becoming isolated remnants in a fragmented 
natural landscape, and they’re vulnerable to outside forces, from 
agrochemicals that seep into park rivers to air pollutants that 
ignore park borders. 

Climate change is the greatest threat of them all. As tempera-
tures rise, for example, the range of Joshua trees will shift to the 
point that few may be left in Joshua Tree National Park. It raises 
the questions of where might we go a century hence to actu-
ally see these unusual trees and whether the park’s boundaries 
should be changed. In places such as Alaska’s Bering Land Bridge 
National Preserve, musk oxen are raising underweight calves 
because their winter forage is now often glazed with frozen rain 
instead of easily brushed aside snow. What will the manage-
ment challenges and imperatives be in these landscapes that 
are in flux?

In a landmark 2012 report, scientists took another look at the 
classic Leopold Report of 1963 written by A. Starker Leopold 
(wildlife management expert and son of conservationist Aldo 
Leopold). The main conclusion was — and is — pretty obvious: 
The management mandate needs to extend beyond the borders 

of existing parks to embrace the larger landscape in which they 
are set.

Because the geographical ranges of plant and animal spe-
cies will shift, we will need to find ways to increase natural 
connectivity within landscapes. That can be challenging but is 
not impossible. For example, federal highway funds — through 
existing provisions — can be used to create underpasses and 
overpasses for wildlife.

Riparian vegetation also can help restore natural connectiv-
ity. For many species, it can provide natural cover and serve as 
corridors between habitats that can no longer support them and 
locations that will be favorable under a new climatic regime. We 
should take advantage of every possible opportunity to restore 
these sorts of natural connections.

It is my hope that the multiple impending changes in our 
environment will move people to think differently about their 
relationship to nature and the wonders of the national parks. If 
we collectively take the proactive measures necessary to assist in 
the survival of species, parks will no longer be isolated treasures 
set in the midst of human-dominated landscapes. Instead, we will 
have a vast natural web connecting these jewels we love so much.

THOMAS LOVEJOY is a professor of environmental science and 

policy at George Mason University and a senior fellow at the United Na-

tions Foundation. He is one of the founders of conservation biology and 

introduced the term “biological diversity” in 1980.

CONNECTING  
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I grew up in Miami beside the sawgrass and 
cypresses of Everglades National Park. Most memories of my 
childhood are colored the same tannin hue of its waters and 
laced with fallen anhinga feathers. My family and I visited the 
famed river of grass year-round, kayaking and learning the his-
tories of the Calusa, Tequesta and Miccosukee tribes while our 
bodies sustained constellations of mosquito bites and patches of 
sunburn. We loved it: the damp, unapologetic heat of the place, 
the sweat of its mangroved wilds.

I came to understand the vulner-
abilities of the park after Hurricane 
Andrew tore through it in 1992 when 
I was 7. On the frontlines of climate 

change, South Florida faces extreme heat, damaging storms and 
sea-level rise. Those threats have collided with a long history of 
rampant development, water diversion and aquifer depletion, 
jeopardizing the health of the Everglades and the entire region. 
While restoration efforts are underway to improve the quality 
and flow of water into the park, it’s too late to repair much of the 
damage. Half of South Florida’s original wetland areas, which 
covered 11,000 square miles in the early 1800s, are simply gone; 
the number of wading birds, including roseate spoonbills, great 
egrets, white ibises, tricolored herons and snowy egrets, has also 
dropped precipitously.

Undeniably, the future of the remaining Everglades, as well 

as our other national parks, will be 
the future of us. The two are bound 
intrinsically, and not because our 
survival as a society depends on 
that of our most beloved natural 
spaces, but because our survival 
as a species is contingent on the 
circumstances that enable those 
places to thrive. 

If the seas continue to rise, if the 
air and waters continue to warm, if 
the fires burn without end, if the 
rivers run dry, if the oceans further 
acidify, if vulnerable natural habi-
tats are demolished for the sake of 
capital, if tribal lands are seized by 
extractive industries, if we create 
an environment that damns nonhu-
man life, we could bear witness, in 
this 21st century, to a catastrophic 
ecological and societal unfurling. 

But salvation of the lands we love and the life within them is 
not unimaginable. The people we vote into power and the actions 
we take today will have consequences far beyond the present 
moment. My hope for the future of the Everglades and other 
threatened places is that we keep fighting for them — and by 
extension, for us — for as long as possible.  

RAHAWA HAILE is an Eritrean American writer based in Oakland, 

California. Her work has appeared in The New York Times Magazine, 

The New Yorker, Outside, Audubon, Rolling Stone and AFAR. “In Open 

Country,” her memoir about thru-hiking the Appalachian Trail, is forth-

coming from Harper Books. Find her on Twitter at @RahawaHaile.
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In early 1970, I first searched for Tule Lake, the Ameri-
can concentration camp in Northern California where my mother, 
my grandparents, and seven aunts and uncles were incarcerated 
during World War II solely because of their Japanese ancestry. 
Tule Lake was one of 10 prison camps our government built to 
incarcerate 120,000 Japanese Americans, two-thirds of whom 
were U.S. citizens.  

Tule Lake was unique as the only one of the 10 camps to be 
converted to a maximum-security segregation center used to 
punish the 12,000 Japanese Americans who exercised their First 
Amendment rights by speaking out against their mistreatment. 
Tragically, those who protested were labeled as “troublemakers,” 
then stigmatized and shamed for most of their lifetimes by per-
vasive propaganda that such free speech was “disloyal.” 

On my first visit, I saw little evidence of the once immense 
Tule Lake incarceration site where more than 27,000 Japanese 

Americans were treated with the dignity and consideration given 
to livestock. Records show 331 imprisoned men, women and chil-
dren died from various causes including inadequate medical care, 
government brutality, depression and suicide. After the war, 
homesteaders bulldozed the concentration camp’s cemetery and 
used the cemetery’s earth to fill ditches and build an airstrip. That 
airstrip occupies the majority of the area where our families lived.      

Standing in front of a ragged barbed wire fence — decades later 
I learned it bordered the stockade where hundreds of Japanese 
American dissidents were brutalized and tortured — I wondered 
what happened to more than 1,000 barrack buildings and the 
camp’s 28 guard towers. My inquiries to local residents produced 
mainly a racial slur: “Oh, that Jap camp?”

Over the decades, the Tule Lake Committee has worked to 
ensure this American site of shame would not be paved over and 
forgotten. In 2006, part of the Tule Lake Segregation Center 
was at last designated a national historic landmark, and the 
National Park Service began the process of reintegrating the 
segregation center’s stories of dissent into the nation’s history. 
The thousands of protesters segregated in Tule Lake are finally 
being acknowledged for the moral and political courage that 

fueled their exercise of the fundamental right of free speech.  
The Park Service has begun to preserve its part of the Tule 

Lake site, but much of the area remains threatened by the pro-
posed expansion of the rural airstrip that cuts through the middle 
of the concentration camp. Future preservation of Tule Lake will 
depend on Modoc County and the Federal Aviation Administra-
tion coming to recognize that it is an irreplaceable historic site, a 
place that reminds us of a time when the Constitution was noth-
ing but a scrap of paper.                  

In considering the next 100 years, thanks to the advocacy 
work of organizations such as NPCA, I trust that desecration of 
this national human and civil rights treasure will be averted. It 
will take time and persistence, but Tule Lake will be one among 
a growing constellation of park sites that honor our nation’s 
racial and cultural heritage. 

Sadly, however, as I write, the nativism and xenophobia that 

led to the incarceration of my family and my community dur-
ing WWII are resurfacing. Detention of innocent children and 
their families and the cynical use of fear and racism to service 
political opportunism are again shredding the ideals of American 
democracy. In such times, the national parks, the guardians of 
our nation’s history and stories, play a crucial role in educating 
visitors not only about America’s virtues and triumphs, but also 
about the shameful parts of its past. As we begin NPCA’s next 100 
years, let us each vow to do what we can to keep alive the ideal of 
an America of liberty and justice for all.

BARBARA TAKEI serves as a board officer on the Tule Lake Commit-

tee and has researched Tule Lake’s history and advocated for the site’s 

preservation since 1999. She is the co-author of “Tule Lake Revisited: A 

Brief History and Guide to the Tule Lake Concentration Camp Site” and 

is currently working with historian Roger Daniels on “America’s Worst 

Concentration Camp” (University of Washington Press). 
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45-Day Money 
Back Guarantee of 

Satisfaction 

Get all 46 issues 
from 2010-Date 

and SAVE! 

. SPECIAL OFFER FOR NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY 
v Y E S ! Please send me the 46-Coin Set of Uncirculated 2010-Date America's National Park Quarters for ONLY S15.95 -
reg. $84r5fl, plus Free Shipping (limit 5 sets). Also send my FREE Uncirculated 2010 Union Shield Cent (1 per customer, please). 

ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITHIN 30 DAYS 

QTY PCSCTimOH H B g TOTA1 

46-Coin Quarter Set (limit 5 sets) $15.95 

•

Add Custom 2010-2021 $2.95 
America's National Park 
Quarters Display Folders 
& SAVE 25% at $2.95 

each (reg. SMS). 
I ^ ^ ^ ™ —S«M | 

'Sales Tax 

FREE Shipping! Merchandise TOTALS 

Card No. 
Method of payment: 
J Check J VISA J MC 
JAMEX J DISC 

*We are required by law to collect sain tax on orders received 

begrnning January 1.2019 tc* the following states. Tax 

requirements are subject to change; visit LrrtetonCom com/TaxInto 

for the up-to-date list. For orders paid by credit card, we will 

calculate and charge the tax required by law. Total Amount is 

taxable: H1.IA.KY,MA,MD,M£,MN.MS.NJ, W0H.0K.mYT.W1.VW 

Folders only (not coins) taxable in: Al.Caa.GA.IUIN.IAMI.NC.ND. 

NE.PAfil.se. SO. UT.WA.WV 

Please send ^ Littleton Coin Co; 
coupon to: ^ ^ ^ D e p t 5DL400 

• W 1309 Mt. EustisRd 
Littleton NH 03561-3737 

Exp. Date / _ 

Name 
Please print clearly 

Address Apt# 

City State Zip 

E-Mail 
A m e r k a ' s Favorite Coin Source • TRUSTED SINCE 194S 

c 

U 
CJ 

o-

'-
0 

http://www.LittletonCoin.com/specials
http://W0H.0K.mYT.W1.VW
http://Al.Caa.GA.IUIN.IAMI.NC.ND
http://NE.PAfil.se


ADVERTISEMENT 

HISTORIC TRAVEL 
DESTINATIONS 
PREHISTORIC EARTHWORKS 
Step back 2 ,000 years into the past 

Ross Count)' and Chillicothe, located in southern Ohio, 
is the home of the Hopewell Culture National Historical 
Park. This National Park is comprised of five-sites within 
the count)' and offer visitors the opportunity to view these 
magnificent, prehistoric earthworks that were built over 
2,000 years ago. Once serving as a gathering place for the 
ancient culture for feasts, funerals and rites of passage 
continues to serve as a gathering place for visitors to 
discover this ancient culture. 

During your visit to Chillicothe you'll enjoy a plethora 
of historic sites and outdoor recreation, along with the 
local flavor at one of the hometown restaurants. At the 
end of the day, bask in the comfort of southern Ohio 
hospitality at a hotel, cabin or bed & breakfast. 

Hopewell Culture National Historical Park 
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(800)413-4118 (m 
www.VisitChillicotheOhio.cbm V ^ ^ 
Request your complimentary Visitors Guide to start planning your stay! 

http://www.VisitChillicotheOhio.cbm


717-642-8749 • granitehillcampingresort.com Q ri§) 

IMMERSE YOURSELF 

IN HISTORY! 

RIDE INTO HISTORY across the Gettysburg 
battlefield on our gentle horses with an expert 
Licensed Battlefield Guide while experiencing 
the wonder and beauty of horses. SAVE A -
HORSE from abuse, neglect, and slaughter. 
All proceeds from your tour directly benefit 
our rescued horses. You can also donate, 
volunteer, adopt, or sponsor the care of a horse. 

Experience the battlefields of Gettysburg 
in an open double-decker bus or 
air-conditioned coach. Tour the 
historic fields of Gettysburg and » G E T T Y S 3LTrtG» 
watch history come alive. 

| U S T O U R S 

Info & reservations at www.nationalridingstables.org or 717-334-5100 
670 Taneytown Road 

TOUR THE GETTYSBURG BATTLEFIELD 
WITH A LICENSED GUIDE 

For reservations, call 877.680.8687, or visit 
www.gettysburgbattlefieldtours.com 

778 Baltimore Street 

Tour in your vehicle 
Cars, vans & buses 
General or focused tours 
Any length of time 

717-337-1709 • gettysburgtourguides.org 

Make Your. Own 

Plan your adventure at 
Gettysburglnspired.com 
or call 800.337.5015 for 
your free Inspiration Guide. 

j * DESTINATION/* | 

^ ^ r ADAMS COUNTY, PA 

GRANITE HILL CAMPING RESORT 
Home of the Gettysburg Bluegrass Festival i 
and Granite Hill Adventure Golf! 
RV Sites, Tent Sites, Cabins, and B&B rooms 

MAKE S'MORE MEMORIES, 
1 i TOGETHER! 

A CATS-EYE VIEW OF BATTLE 
Explore breathtakingly accurate 
dioramas of Civil War battles — 
all created with thousands of 
miniature felines. 

For reservations, call 717.420.5273 
or visit www.civilwartails.com 
785 Baltimore Street 

ASSOCIATION OF 
LICENSED BATTLEFIELD 
GUIDES 

Federally licensed since 1915 

http://granitehillcampingresort.com
http://www.nationalridingstables.org
http://www.gettysburgbattlefieldtours.com
http://gettysburgtourguides.org
http://Gettysburglnspired.com
http://www.civilwartails.com


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Get inspired in Gettysburg with history, culinary 
adventures and amazing vacation experiences 

EXPLORE GETTYSBURG: 
Beyond The Battlefield 

Spring in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, is a 
wonderful time to immerse yourself in the 
history of the Gettysburg National Military 
Park as well as take advantage of the 
amazing bounty of the surrounding fruit 
belt. Washington, DC may have the cherry 
blossoms, but just 90 minutes north, the 
rolling hills of Adams County orchards, 
vineyards and fields offer peach, pear, cherry, 
apricot, plum and apple blossoms. 

Located among the same land that 
produces these ingredients are wineries and 
cideries, breweries and distilleries. While 
sipping your favorite beverages, you will 
also discover delicious farm-to-table dining 
options. All of these experiences bring 
together our Adams County Pour Tour, a craft 
beverage passport trail guiding you through 
our libations with celebrations as you earn 
celebratory prizes for collecting stamps from 
our partners along the tour. 

Back in Gettysburg, experience the 
battlefield as the cavalry did with a horseback 
tour led by a Licensed Battlefield Guide. 

Or jump in a scoot coupe and hear the story 
of the famous three-day battle with the fresh 
air in your hair. There are so many ways to 
expeirence the history, but be sure to take 
time to walk in the footsteps of the soldiers 
who fought here and pause for a moment 
of inspiration in the Soldiers' National 
Cemetery where Lincoln delivered his famous 
"Gettysburg Address" on November 19,1863. 

Your visit wouldn't be complete without 
a stroll through our historic downtown. 
Discover our museums, charming shops, 
galleries, local dining and delicious treats. A 
weekend will not seem long enough as you 
become Gettysburg inspired. 

NORTH DAKOTA'S BEST 
KEPT SECRET 
Why Josh Duhamel Loves North 
Dakota 

North Dakota native and actor Josh 
Duhamel says, "It's hard to describe the 
rugged beauty of Theodore Roosevelt 
National Park unless you see it for 
yourself. It's truly one of the best kept 
secrets in the U.S." 

In 1883, a skinny man from New York 
stepped off a train in Dakota Territory. 
His name was Theodore Roosevelt and he 
was here to hunt bison in the Badlands. 
Little did anyone know that his time here 
would be the driving force in shaping 
the nation's lauded conservation policy 
— culminating in the establishment of 
what is now known as the National Park 
Service. Established in 1978, Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park encompasses 
three areas: the South Unit, Elkhorn 
Ranch Unit and the North Unit. 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park is 
one of North Dakota's top destinations 
for many reasons. The park features more 
than 70,000 acres of towering buttes 
and deep draws carved by the Little 
Missouri River. Bison, elk, mountain 
lions, wild horses and bighorn sheep roam 
this western North Dakota landscape. 
Whether you hike, bike, camp or drive 
the park's three units, you'll be delighted 
with one spectacular vista after another. 
Your choices are only limited by your 
imagination. It's also an affordable time 
to visit with many new hotels, restaurants 
and shopping in nearby Medora, 
Dickinson and Watford City. 

Discover the beauty of Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park for yourself. Start 
planning for you vacation now by visiting 
us at LegendaryND.com. 

Fort Union Trading Post National Historic Site 

WILLISTON, NORTH 
DAKOTA 
Rich With Legendary Vistas and 
Living History 

Imagine the 19th Century springing to life 
as you and your family watch a blacksmith 
molding metal or a fur trader preparing 
a beaver hide. This kind of experience is 
just one of many reasons Williston, North 
Dakota is a great place for a vacation. 

The Williston area is rich with legendary 
vistas and living history, like the annual 
Rendezvous at Fort Union Trading Post 
National Historic Site, built near the 
Confluence of the Missouri and Yellowstone 
rivers in 1828. This fort was the center of 
trade with the Assiniboine, Cree, Crow, 
Blackfeet, Ojibwa, Hidatsa, Mandan and 
Arikara Indians. 

Near Fort Union, visitors enjoy re-
enactments at Fort Buford State Historic Site, 
remembered as the place where Sitting Bull 
surrendered his rifle in 1881. A mile away, the 
Missouri-Yellowstone Confluence Interpretive 
Center offers the same magnificent views 
enjoyed by the Corps of Discovery. East of 
Williston at Lewis and Clark State Park, 
visitors walk interpretive trails showing what 
the famous explorers saw. 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park, south of 
Williston, is one of the area's top attractions. 
In 1883, Theodore Roosevelt came to live the 
life of a cowboy. Today, the colorful North 
Dakota Badlands provide the scenic backdrop 
to the park honoring our 26th President. It is 
home to bison, mule deer, white-tailed deer, 
bighorn sheep, prairie dogs and over 180 
species of songbirds. 

The Williston area also offers new and 
affordable hotels, restaurants and shops, 
plus North Dakota's largest indoor rec 
center and world-class golf on the hills 
overlooking Lake Sakakawea. 
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A Wild Horse in Theodore Roosevelt National Park 

http://LegendaryND.com


HAVING FUN IS SERIOUS BUSINESS. 

AND BUSINESS IS BOOMING. 
The Williston area is the place to discover the blend of our National Park Service 
and North Dakota's western heritage. Set your imagination free at Fort Union 
Trading Post National Historic Site, where the American Fur Company established 
decades of peaceful trading with northern plains tribes. Our 26th president fell in 
love with the stark and beautiful badlands of the national park named after him. 
Hike, bike, camp under the stars or simply take a scenic drive in the north unit of 
Theodore Roosevelt National Park. You will fall in love, too. 

Visit in comfort! Williston offers modern hotels, restaurants, shopping, top-ranked 
golf and one of the largest indoor recreation centers in the nation. 

VisitWilliston.com 
800-615-9041 

B O O M T O W N . U S A 

Contact us today for a free visitors' guide! 

http://VisitWilliston.com


A D V E R T I S E M E N T 

Earn a Wilbear Wright 
Aviator Teddy Bear by 
having your Aviation 

Trail Passport 
Stamped at 8 of 17 
Amazing Greater 

Dayton Aviation Sites! 

DAYTON 
CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 

Daytoncvb.com 

Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historic Park 

COME SEE THE SITES IN 
DAYTON, OHIO 
It's The Wright Place For Memorable 
Experiences 

Dayton, the Birthplace of Aviation and So Much 

More is the only place in the world to truly 

experience the history of the Wright Brothers. The 

Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park 

sites, and numerous other area aviation sites, bring 

the story to life. The Wright Brothers National 

Museum has more Wright artifacts than any other 

place in the world. Visit the Wright family home; 

stand on the hallowed ground of Huffman Prairie 

Flying Field where the Wrights "really learned to 

fly." Visit the free National Museum of the U.S. 

Air Force, the world's largest and oldest military-

aviation museum offering 19 acres of indoor 

exhibits featuring more than 350 aerospace vehicles 

including nine Presidential Planes, a NASA Space 

Shuttle trainer and more! Visit Dayton tixlay! 

Make visiting Dayton's amazing aviation sites a 

fun adventure! Pick-up or download an Aviation 

Trail Passport, and have it stamped at just 8 of 

the 17 Greater Dayton Aviation sites to earn your 

very own Wilbear Wright Aviator Teddy Bear! You 

can pick-up your Wilbear at the Dayton Aviation 

Heritage National Historical Park Wright-Dunbar 

Interpretive Center, or mail in your passport and 

well "air-mail" a Wilbear to vou! 

Visit the DAYTON Aviation Heritage National Historical Park 
and other aviation sites! — -* 

Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park 
nps.gov/daav 9372267705 

Explore Dayton's National Park Sites 
• Wright Brothers National Museum • Hawthorn Hill Wright Family 
Home • The Wright Cycle Company and Wright Dunbar Interpretive 
Center • Huffman Prairie Flying Field and Interpretive Center • Paul 
Laurence Dunbar House 

Orville and Wilbur Wright Wright Cycle Shop Original Wright Flyer III Hawthorn Hill 

P\ A\^ r I ̂ ^YfcT F o r more Information log onto daytoncvb.com or call 800.221.8235. Bring a 
• L » T x m . X M. ^ f y X ^ i copy of this ad to the Dayton Aviation Heritage National Historical Park to 
CONVENTION K VISITORS BunEAu receive your speciaI g ift! daytoncvb.com 

N A T I O N A L P A R K S 

National Museum of the U S Air Force 
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http://Daytoncvb.com
http://nps.gov/daav
http://daytoncvb.com
http://daytoncvb.com


F R O M T H E T O P 

Actor and North Dakota native Josh Duhamel has something in common with 

President Theodore Roosevelt: a love for the Badlands. After spending time here, 

Roosevelt was instrumental in starting the National Park System. Visit us online and 

plan your trip to beautiful Theodore Roosevelt National Park. 

N O R T H 

Dakota 
Be Legendary." 

L e g e n d a r y N D . c o m 

J o s h D u h a m e l 

Theodore Roosevelt National Park - South Unit 

http://LegendaryND.com


That Was Then 

STEPHEN TYNG MATHER (FAR LEFT, IN BOWTIE) AND ROBERT STERLING YARD 

(NEXT TO HIM) AT THE DEDICATION OF ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK, 

Colorado, 1915. 

72 NATIONALPARKS 



I N T R O D U C I N G 

LEGACY 
For 100 years, National Parks Conservation Association 
has been working to protect our national parks — the 
places that connect us with each other, the landscapes 
we cherish, the battles we've fought and the moments 
that have shaped our history. 

As we launch our Protecting America's Legacy 
campaign, will you help us in ensuring: 

D National parks thrive for the next 100 years 

O National parks tell the stories of all Americans 

D National parks have the strongest, most diverse 
and engaged generation of advocates in history 

100 YEARS 
NPCA ORG 

To learn how you can 
be more involved in 
Protecting America's Legacy, 

PLEASE CONTACT 

I mJ zl*i i ̂ • i i I i M 
MSI=H[«m-4 

^[ ^ f̂  \ 4 4 i L" \ i J ~ r*yXHf^B 

Matthew.Boyer@npca.org 

'»i 

mailto:Matthew.Boyer@npca.org
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