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FREE Gift for Association Members (a $20.00 value) 
See details below 

A floor lamp that spreads 
sunshine all over a room 
The Balanced Spectrum" floor lamp brings many of the benefits 
of natural daylight indoors for glare-free lighting that's perfect 
for a variety of indoor activities...now available 
for under $50! 

S: ' ince Edison invented the light bulb, light-
I big technology has remained relatively 
prehistoric Modern light fixtures do little 

to combat many symptoms of improper lighting, 
such as eyestrain, dryness or burning. Now, 
there's a better way to bring the positive benefits 
of natural sunlight indoors. 

Use the The Balanced 
Balanced Spectrum- floor 
Spectrum' \amp wi\\ change the 
floor lamp... w a y yOU ggg a n c[ fggj 

about your living or 
work spaces. Studies 
show that sunshine 
can lift your mood 
and your energy 
levels, but as we 
all know the sun, 
unfortunately, does 
not always shine. So 
to bring the benefits 
of natural daylight 
indoors, use the floor 
lamp that simulates 
the full spectrum of 
daylight. You will 
see with more clarity 
and enjoyment as 
this lamp provides 
sharp visibility for 
close tasks and 
reduces eyestrain. 

Its 27-watt compact bulb is the equivalent 
to a 150-watt ordinary light bulb. This 
makes it perfect for activities such as 
reading, writing, sewing, needlepoint, 
and especially for aging eyes. 

We've looked at lots of lights, but 

this one offered the benefi t of dual 

l ight levels of 2 7 and 18 wa t ts of 

power equivalent to 150- and 100-

w a t t incandescent bulbs. This lamp has 

a flexible gooseneck design for maximum 

efficiency, w i th an "Instant O n " switch that 

...and when you 
need a source 
of natural light 
tor close-up tasks 

SAVE $51 over the life of one 
Balanced Spectrum1 bulb!" 
A 150-watt incandescent bulb uses 
$0.01 3 per hour in energy cost. The 
Balanced Spectrum bulb uses an average 
of 7 0 % less energy which saves you 
$0,009 per hour. Based on 5,000 hours 
bulb life, the Balanced Spectrum' bulb 
will save $ 4 6 in energy cost. Plus, 
because the Balanced Spectrum bulb 
lasts 10 times longer than an incandes
cent bulb priced at an average of $0.50, 
an additional $5 savings is realized. 

"Source: "Lighting the Way to Energy Savings"; 1999 

W h a t ' s t h e d i f f e r e n c e 

w i t h B a l a n c e d S p e c t r u m " ? 

The value of a light source is measured by how well 

it renders all colors of the visible spectrum without 

bias. The Color Rendering Index (CRI) is measured 

on a scale of 1-100. The bulb used in the Balanced 

Spectrum lamp is an exceptional light source with 

a CRI of 84. This will provide better vision and 

energy savings through a full spectrum of light 

with a brighter bluish tint versus the same area lit 

by lighting with more of an orange or 

reddish tint. A 

is flicker-free. The high-tech 
electronics, user-friendly design, and bulb 
that lasts 10 times longer than an ordinary 
bulb make this lamp a must-have. 

Exclusive member bonus! Order 
vour own Balanced Spectrum floor lamp, 
today and receive this exciting bonus gift 
pack including: 

• $20 coupon off your next purchase 

• Free 6-month subscription to frrsfSTREET 
monthly product review magazine. 

Try the Balanced Spectrum* floor 
lamp now at its lowest price of less 
than $50! Now more than ever is the 
time to add sunshine to every room in your 
house at this fantastic low price! The 

The Balanced Spectrum' floor lamp will 
change the way you see and feel about 
your living or work spaces. 

This light can change the 
way you live and work 

As a commercial photographer, I probably 
give more attention to lighting than most 
people and therefore was impressed with 
the smooth, soft daylight quality of your 
lamp. 

Dennis M. 
Richmond, VA 

Results may vary. 

Technology revolutionizes 

the light bulb 

• 5,000 hours bulb life 

• Energy efficient 

• Shows true colors 

Balanced Spectrum" floor lamp comes with 
a 1-year manufacturer's limited warranty 
and ffrsfSTREET's exclusive guarantee. Try 
this product for 90 days and return it 
for the product purchase price if not 
completely satisfied. 

B a l a n c e d S p e c t r u m * f l o o r l a m p 

Item. ZL-3589 W a s $ 0 9 . 9 0 

' S a v e $ 1 0 with mail-in rebate 

Only $49.95 + S&H after rebate 

FREE member gift pack—a $20.00 value! 
Please mention promotional code 28091. 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 

866-237-2688 ««•»•-••• 
To order by mail, please call for details. 

www.balancedspectrum.com 

firstSTREET 
J SSPP IT MERE FiaSTI ^^^^^^ SEE IT HERE FIRST! 

Eomwrty rechnoScout* 

1998 Ruffin Mill Road 
Colonial Heights.VA 23834 

Innovation and Technology: See It Here First 
All rights reserved. C2005 rirvsuu I I. Inc. 
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Returning the Land to the Giants 
The Park Service has removed 282 build
ings, one million square feet of asphalt, 
and miles of overhead power lines to 
return Giant Grove to the 2,000-year-old 
trees Sequoia National Park was estab
lished to protect. 
By Bruce Leonard 

Raiders of the Last Parks 
In a struggle with elements of a 
Hollywood blockbuster, park rangers are 
matching wits with poachers in a battle 
over some of the most valuable plant and 
animal species on earth. 
By Connie Toops 

A Warming Trend After A Chilly 
Reception 
Residents of Seward, Alaska, didn't 
embrace Kenai Fjords National Park 
when it was first created, but in the years 
since its inception they've warmed up to 
the national park in their own backyard. 
By Bill Sherwonit 

Cover photograph of snow-dusted sequoias 
along Congress Trail in Sequoia National Park, 

by Fred Hirschmann 
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Departments 

President's Outlook 

Editor's Note 

Letters 

ParkScope 
Petrified National Forest expansion; the Park 
Services new "green" midwest headquarters; 
lighting the Gateway Arch pink; and park 
heroes 

Rare and Endangered 
The Elusive Rock Gnome Lichen 
By Amy M. Leinbach 

Park Mysteries 
The How and Why Behind Volcanic 
Eruptions 

By Scott Kirkwood 

Reflections 
Honoring Buffalo Soldiers 
By Ranger Shelton Johnson 

Excursions 
Winter Lodges 
By Amy Grisak 

Historic Highlights 
Andersonville National Historic Site 

By Scott Kirkwood 

You Are Here 
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A Centennial Vision 
Protecting Parks for Future Generations" 
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IMearly 90 years ago, as the world careened toward all-
out war, President Woodrow Wilson signed into law 
the National Parks Organic Act, creating a national sys
tem of parks. Less than three decades later, the country 
was again on the verge of war and pressures mounted 
to mine, log, and extract valuable resources from the 
parks. But protections for our nations parks prevailed. 

The nation and its leaders believed then—as many do now—that the national 
parks, these touchstones of our history and our most significant landscapes, are our 
heritage and legacy. These places represent the soul of our nation and deserve the 
highest form of protection. 

In just 12 years, the National Park System—described by author Wallace 
Stegner as the best idea America ever had—will celebrate its 100th anniversary. 
NPCA is committed to creating, by that anniversary, a National Park System that 
sets the highest examples in sound management, superlative resource protection, 
and innovative public initiatives that other agencies and organizations would seek 
to emulate. The worlds wealthiest nation has an obligation to meet the challenge 
of creating this system. The American people—who respect and cherish our 
nation's parks—deserve nothing less. 

For more than 80 years, NPCA has focused on protecting the nations parks, 
ensuring that these special places are preserved for current and future generations. 
In simple terms, our mission is to ensure that the parks tell the American story and 
protect Americas heritage. 

We have described our vision for a fully funded National Park System and 
shared that vision with Congress and the administration. For more than three 
years, we have made improving the funding of our parks a primary goal. You have 
helped us in this effort by writing to your representatives and senators to encour
age them to support additional funding and sharing your stories about the impor
tance of having money to pay for rangers. 

This past fall, Congress took an important step toward our centennial vision 
by providing an unprecedented increase of nearly 5 percent for the operations of 
each of the 388 national parks across the country. This increase will stop the hem
orrhaging of staff and programs, but doesn't yet enable parks to meet critical needs. 

Because of this, NPCA needs your help to ensure that national parks remain 
a priority for the administration and Congress. NPCA will continue our work 
with the administration and national park champions on Capitol Hill. Our agen
da for the coming year is clear, just as it has been for more than 80 years. With 
your help, we will continue to ensure that our parks are protected in perpetuity. 

Thomas C. Kiernan 
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E D I T O R ' S N O T E 

A Giant Feat 

IMaturalist John Muir 

called sequoias "natures 

forest masterpiece" and 
the "greatest of living 
things." These giant trees 

are so spectacular— 
some growing to 30 feet in diameter and 

300 feet high—that we established a 
national park in 1890 to protect them. 

But ironically, peope's love of the 
trees soon posed a greater threat to 
Sequoia National Park than chainsaws 
ever had. Visitors were so enamored of 
the sequoias that they wanted to camp 
directly beneath them during their stay 
in the park. By 1930, four camp
grounds, more than 200 cabins, retail 
stores, and dining halls stood beneath 
these extraordinary trees in a grove called 
Giant Forest. Each new building, every 
sunken pipe, and all the concrete park
ing lots did incredible damage to the 
sequoias' shallow root system. 

Our cover story explores the 
remarkable effort undertaken by the 
Park Service in recent years in removing 
buildings, concrete, and miles of power 
lines to return the land to these giants. 
The Park Service has since built a new 
lodge four miles from the grove so visi
tors can still sleep in the shadow of these 
giants—from a safe distance. 

Although some visitors may long for 
the days when they could walk out the 
door of a cabin and stand beneath some 
of Muir's "greatest living things," few 
would disagree that the Park Service's 
ultimate goal should be to protect these 
"masterpieces" for the future. We can 
also acknowledge, as Ranger Tweed does 
in the story, that you can both miss the 
old cabins and be glad they're gone. 

Linda M. Rancourt 
Editor-in-Chief 

National 
parks 

E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F : L l N D A M . R A N C O U R T 

P R O D U C T I O N M A N A G E R : B R I G G S C U N N I N G H A M 

S E N I O R E D I T O R : S C O T T K l R K W O O D 

A S S I S T A N T E D I T O R : A M Y M . L E I N B A C H 

D E S I G N C O N S U L T A N T : I N G R I D G E H L E 

N A T I O N A L PARKS 

1300 19th Street, N.W., Washington, DC 20036 
202-223-6722; npmag@npca.org 

N A T I O N A L A D V E R T I S I N G OFFICE 

A S C E N D M E D I A 

11600 College Blvd., Overland Park, KS 66210 
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The 
Audit 
Bureau 

P R I N T E D O N 1 0 % P O S T - C O N S U M E R W A S T E R E C Y C L E D PAPER 

WHO WE ARE 
Established in 1919, the National Parks Con
servation Association is America's only private, 
nonprofit advocacy organization dedicated solely 
to protecting, preserving, and enhancing the U.S. 
National Park System. 

WHAT WE DO 
NPCA protects national parks by identifying prob
lems and generating support to resolve them. 

WHAT WE STAND FOR 
The mission of NPCA is to protect and enhance 
America's National Park System for present and 
future generations. 

EDITORIAL MISSION 
The magazine is the only national publication 
focusing solely on national parks. National Parks 
creates an awareness of the need to protect and 
properly manage park resources, encourages an 
appreciation for the natural and historic treasures 
found in the parks, and informs and inspires indi
viduals to help preserve them. 

MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
Members can help defend America's natural and 
cultural heritage. Activists alert Congress and the 
administration to park threats; comment on park 

planning and adjacent land-use decisions; assist 
NPCA in developing partnerships; and educate 
the public and the media. Please sign up to 
receive Park Lines, our biweekly e-mail newslet
ter. Go to www.npca.org to sign up. 

HOW TO DONATE 
For more information on Partners for the Parks, 
contact our Membership Department extension 
213. For information about Trustees for the Parks, 
bequests, planned gifts, and matching gifts, call 
our Development Department extension 145 or 
146. You can also donate by shopping online at 
www. npca.org, where 5 percent of your purchas
es is donated to NPCA at no extra cost to you. 

QUESTIONS? 
If you have any questions about your membership, 
call Member Services at 1-800-628-7275. National 
Parks magazine is among a member's chief bene
fits. Of the $25 membership dues, $6 covers a one-
year subscription to the magazine. 

HOW TO REACH US 
National Parks Conservation Association, 
1300 19th Street, N.W., Suite 300, Washington, 
DC 20036; by phone: 1-800-NAT-PARK; by e-mail: 
npca@npca.org; and www.npca.org. 
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Crater Lake National Park, Oregon 

America's future 
America's legacy 
Booz Allen Hamilton salutes the National 
Parks Conservation Association for its nearly 
nine decades of protecting our nation's parks 
and ensuring a legacy for future generations. 

We're proud to underwrite NPCA's annual 
awards dinner, which recognizes those who 
have made outstanding contributions to 
help protect and preserve America's national 
park system. We look forward to this year's 
celebration on April 13, Salute to the Parks: 
Celebrating the National Park Ranger, 
honoring the 2005 award recipients. 

www.boozallen.com 

Booz | Allen | Hamilton 
J^Jyctir- delivering results that endure 

http://www.boozallen.com


L E T T E R S 

Rethinking Rocks, Chavez, and Hydrogen 

Solving Unsolved Mysteries 
In reference to your article "Natures 
Rolling Stones," [Fall 2004] there is no 
mystery. I have witnessed similar actions 
in my area—large steel buoys anchored 
by concrete blocks moved hundreds of 
yards by wind on the melting, ice-cov
ered lake. The same thing happens to the 
rocks in Death Valley, I'm sure. Shallow 
water on the desert floor freezes, the 
weather warms, and wind moves the 
rocks across the surface. Changes in 
wind direction take them on crazy zig
zags, etching paths in the ground. The 
ice melts and water evaporates, and curi
ous human onlookers are left to contem
plate supernatural causes. 

Larry Bennington 

Eden, UT 

Editor ia l Reply: The National 
Park Service is entertaining a number of 
theories similar to this one, but none 
have been proven. 

Sequoia Roots Run Deeper 
I was disturbed by the Historic Tidbits 
column [Fall 2004] where you listed sev
eral honorable Americans for whom 
sequoia trees were named. You neglected 
to note that the trees themselves were 
named in honor of Sequoyah, a great 
historic leader of the Cherokee people. I 
had thought, and hoped, that we were 
well past the day when Native Amer
icans were given short shrift. Sadly, I 
guess I was wrong. 

Glenn Himebaugh 

Murfeesboro, 77V 

Editorial Reply: The reader makes 
a valid point and we apologize for over

looking the deeper history behind the 
sequoia tree. 

Chavez Legacy Stirs Debate 
Thank you for a consistently beautiful 
and interesting magazine, and for your 
article, "Hail to Cesar Chavez" [Fall 
2004]. This unassuming man commit
ted his adult life to better the conditions 
of farm workers. While he and his fol
lowers have achieved significant success, 
the sad fact is that the struggle continues 
even today to bring decent wages and 
conditions to the people who bring us 
our food. Just as the dangers facing our 
national parks call for an outpouring 
of private support, those who continue 
to work for justice in the fields need 
financing to meet their many challenges. 
Anyone willing to help can contact the 
United Farm Workers of America, AFL-
CIO, P.O. Box 62, Keene, CA 93531. 

John McCarthy 

Honolulu, HI 

I wouldn't have included the article on 

Cesar Chavez [Fall 2004], unless you 
didn't mind the price of table grapes 
tripling almost overnight and that of ice
berg lettuce increasing by at least 50 per
cent in a fairly short time, at least in 
Alaska where it already was really quite 
expensive. 

Bill Oakes 

Anchorage, AK 

Thank you for the article on Cesar 
Chavez in your fall 2004 issue. He was 
and still is one of my heroes. It would 
make me, my family, and friends happy 
to have the National Park Service honor 
Chavez in a significant, visible way. 
Please do anything in your power to help 
make that happen. 

Susan B. Chase 

Batesville, VA 

It is stated that NPCA's mission is to 
protect and enhance America's National 
Park System for present and future gen
erations. However, your article in the fall 
2004 issue ["A Hail to Cesar Chavez"] 
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appears to indicate that you are changing 
your focus to become a left-wing politi
cal organization that has nothing to do 
with your mission. 

Richard K. Robinson 

Orlando, FL 

E d i t o r i a l Rep ly : National Parks 

recognizes the struggles of all Americans, 
no matter how controversial or what 
their cultural background, as a humbling 
celebration of our national heritage. The 
beauty of the National Park System is 
that it reaches beyond pretty landscapes 
to encapsulate the human spirit and 
experiences that made this country 
stronger. Currently there are no sites cel
ebrating contributions of contemporary 
Latinos. This, in our view, is an unfortu
nate omission. A monument to Chavez 
would go a long way toward amending 
that. 

Energy—No Simple Matter 
In your fall 2004 issue ["ParkScopes," 
pp. 12-13] you praise the use of hydro
gen as an alternate fuel source for 
Alaska's Exit Glacier Nature Center. The 
article communicates the erroneous con
cept that by switching to hydrogen, we 
can solve pollution problems. Hydrogen 
is merely a vehicle for storing energy, and 
the processes for storing and retrieving 
energy will always be less than 100 per
cent efficient. If the source of energy 
used to generate the hydrogen is a 
hydrocarbon, the process needed to pro
duce the hydrogen becomes the source 
of pollution. Before making claims 
about benefits of hydrogen-generated 
power, please take into account the over
all system and the inefficiencies of the 
multi-step energy conversion processes. 

Michael Ernstoff 

Los Angeles, CA 

The Last Hurrah? 
As a former seasonal at Mount Rainier 
and Crater Lake, I can attest that our 
National Park Service is facing the most 
catastrophic change in its history. Over 
the past few decades we have witnessed a 
concerted attack on the structure of the 
professional rangers corps through 
forced transfers and retirements of sea
soned professionals—now the same is 
happening to the dedicated park season
a l as well. Emphasis has been placed on 
law enforcement and fire fighting at the 
expense of resource protection. Morale 
has plummeted as threats of private 
enterprise running everything from 
entry gates to interpretation have edged 
ever closer. This may be the last hurrah 
for great heritage of the professional 
park ranger, unless an aroused public 
demands significant increase in funding 
and a reversion in management philoso
phies to protect resources while provid
ing enjoyment for the public. 

Roger C. Garrett 

Corvallis, OR 

Correction 
In the editorial reply to the letter 
"Bountiful Bison" in the fall 2004 issue, 
some information was misrepresented. 
Although Yellowstone National Park has 
captured and sent nearly 500 bison to 
slaughter over the last two winters due 
to the fear of brucellosis transmission, 
the Park Service does not currently cull 
bison. NPCA does not support the 
policy of hazing, capture, and slaughter, 
and believes that bison, like other 
wildlife at Yellowstone, should be 
allowed to freely roam inside the park 
and on adjacent public lands which they 
have a critical need for, especially in 
winter, when Yellowstone's high country 
is covered in snow. 

America's 
National Parks 
Scrapbook Kit 
Acid-Free, Lignin-Free. 

Makes over 14 scrapbook pages. 
Retail Price: $9.95 
www. ePa rks. com 

(Keyword: Scrapbook) 

(877) NAT-PARK 
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Western Expansion 
Legislation more than doubles the site 

of Petrified Forest National Park. 

Legislation passed in the waning days of the 108th 
Congress has brought encouraging news to those inter
ested in digging for natural resources in the newly 

expanded Petrified Forest National Park in Arizona. No, it's 
not the drills and heavy machinery of oil companies that will 
be moving in, but the brushes and trowels of paleontologists 
and archaeologists looking to unearth fossils and artifacts that 
hold the secrets to our own natural and cultural history. 

Scientists have long recognized that Petrified Forest 
National Park is a treasure trove of unique geological features, 
a sort of time capsule containing historical relics that might 
answer mysteries about the Earth's climate and biodiversity. 
Legislation that recently authorized expansion of the park 
from 97,000 acres to 225,000 acres will open an incredible 
new area to countless visitors, whether they're scientists peer
ing through a magnifying glass or tourists looking through a 
camera lens. 

Originally proclaimed a national monument by President 
Theodore Roosevelt in 1906 and designated a national park in 
1962, Petrified Forest was first set aside to preserve petrified 
wood, scenic landscapes of the Painted Desert, rare shortgrass 
prairie, and archaeological and historical sites that reflect a 
10,000-year continuum of human history. But it soon became 
clear that the park and the land surrounding it comprised the 
world's richest repository for Triassic Period fossils—remains 
that may hold the secrets to the dawn of the dinosaurs. 

NEWS & NOTES 
By Scott Kirkwood 

Of the 128,000 acres included in the expansion, slightly 
more than half were privately owned; the remainder were in 
the hands of state and federal authorities. Most of this area was 
off-limits to scientists and archaeologists, meaning the only 
individuals with access were the landowners themselves and 
looters bold enough to trespass and make off with Indian arti
facts and petrified wood. 

"The discoveries made in this park in the last ten years are 
world-class, and we believe the additional lands will continue 
to increase this bounty of fossils, which have become a global 
standard for the time when dinosaurs originated in the late 
Triassic period," says David D. Gillette, Ph.D., Colbert 
Curator of Paleontology, Museum of Northern Arizona in 

The expansion of Petrified Forest owes much to Congressman 
Rick Renzi and Senators John McCain and Jon Kyi. 
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Flagstaff. "This expansion represents 
a pristine opportunity for fieldwork, 
offering a unique environment for stu
dents and teachers in the earth sciences 
to get involved in excavations, geo
logical mapping, and field sampling—all 
of the skills that are important in the 
field sciences." 

What's more, the Society for 
American Archeology has said the park 
is national treasure, full of important 
sites that will contribute to our under
standing of ancient Southwestern cul
tures, such as the tribal histories of the 
Hopi and Zuni people. 

The movement to increase the 
park's size and scope lasted 12 years, and 
NPCA was a vital part of that effort. 
Much of the credit also goes to NPCA's 
members, who offered vital support 
through their donations, letters to 
the editor, and countless e-mails infor
ming Congress of the importance of 
these lands. ••• 

CONGRESSIONAL WRAP-UP 

Last year, Congress approved several mea

sures that resulted in victories for national 

parks, including an overall increase of S75 

million for operations which included a sig

nificant, $50-million increase earmarked 

specifically for individual park budgets, the 

largest ever. Congress also took measures 

that increased not only the size, but also the 

scope of many national parks. Here are a 

few of the most prominent achievements: 

Great Smoky Mountains 

As an article in the Fall issue of National 

Parks noted, the Tapoco land swap in East 

Tennessee opened the way for federal reli-

censing of four power dams, providing low-

cost power to Alcoa Aluminum, while pro

tecting more than 10,000 acres of scenic 

land adjoining Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park. One hundred acres of sub

merged land within the park were ex

changed for 186 acres of biologically sensi

tive land that Alcoa had owned. Alcoa also 

granted a permanent conservation ease

ment on nearly 6,000 acres of land to the 

Tennessee Nature Conservancy, prevent

ing logging, road-building, and other poten

tially destructive activities on the parcel. 

Harpers Ferry 
In September, President Bush signed a bill 

expanding the boundary of Harpers Ferry 

National Historical Park in West Virginia, 

increasing its size from 2,500 acres to more 

than 3,700 acres. The expansion includes 

lands where Confederate troops staged 

their successful siege in September 1862. 

Mount Rainier 
Vital river habitat in the Carbon River Valley 

adjacent to Mount Rainier will now become 

a protected part of Mount Rainier National 

Park thanks to NPCA's lobbying efforts and 

the work of a Washington-area coalition of 

citizens and organizations. The 800-acre 

tract is a rare inland rainforest, home to 

threatened and endangered species, 

including salmon and the marbled murrelet, 

a small seabird. 
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Chattahoochee River. Ga—The Fall 2004 

issue of National Parks magazine highlight

ed budget cuts that put the Chattahoochee 

River in danger of losing funding for much-

needed testing. Fortunately, a new partner

ship has preserved the testing program for 

another year. 

Following severe rain, bacteria levels in 

the river often soar, increasing the chance 

of illness for those who come in contact 

with the water. For years, the Bacteri-

ALERT website (www.ga2.er.usgs.gov/ 

bacteria) was the only source of informa

tion about water quality available to 

area residents. When the Georgia Environ

mental Protection Division made budget 

cuts and withdrew its $30,000 in funding, 

the program was in jeopardy. But Atlanta's 

Department of Watershed Management 

has joined the Cobb-Marietta Water Au

thority and the Cobb County Water System 

to make up the difference. For more infor

mation, visitwww.chattahoochee.org. 

Thinking Green 
Park Service erects environmentally friendly 

Midwest headquarters. 

Just as the National Park Service urges 

visitors to take only memories and 

leave only footprints, it's doing all it 

can to preserve nature as it sets up camp 

on the banks of the Missouri, at the new 

site of its Midwest regional headquarters 

and Lewis and Clark Historic Trail head

quarters. The new facility shows off 

advanced technology that's environmen

tally friendly, but also incorporates prim

itive design approaches that help the 

building fit into the natural landscape. 

After 40 years in its previous facility, 

NPS had outgrown the space, and 

Midwest directors believed the long-

Winter Walkers from L.L.Bean. 
Lift tickets not required. 

Starting at just $39, 

Winter Walkers" are our 

most affordable snowshoes. 

Their unique cam-lock 

buckles make them easy 

to get on and off. Now 

available in a size for 

kids featuring an 

Easy-Fit Binding for 

comfort and stability. 

Winter Walkers are 

perfect for the whole family. 

FOR A FREE CATALOG 
Call 1-800-230-9806 
or shop llbean.com 

L.L.Bean 
DIRECT FROM 

FREEPORT. MAINE" 
C20O4L.LBean.mc. 

term savings made the investment in a 

"green building" worthwhile, and one 

consistent with the organization's mis

sion. Fortunately, the city of Omaha was 

looking to reclaim its riverfront and 

attract corporate and residential develop

ment to an old industrial corridor, so 

municipal leaders offered incentives to 

developers, who were then able to pass 

some of the savings on to tenants. As the 

sole occupant of the building, the Park 

Service signed a 20-year lease for the 

space, which gave the organization plen

ty of say in the building's construction. 

And that meant environmentally 

sound practices from the top down: The 

highest floor of the building features five 

huge glass bays and a raised ceiling with 

an abundance of natural light—as sun

light increases, artificial light is automat

ically lowered, maintaining a constant 

level of light and preserving energy. At 

ground level, there's not a blade of blue-

grass to be found—native plants sur

round the building, and require little or 

no watering, thanks to containment 

ponds that capture run-off from the 

parking lot and drainage from the roof. 

In only a few months, the small wetlands 

area that's been created has already 

attracted animal life just beyond the 

building's doorstep. 

From the moment employees and 

visitors arrive, they find a parking lot 

with priority spaces set aside for carpool-

ers and AC power outlets for electrical 

vehicles that haven't even been invented 

yet. And because of the way the building 

is situated on the riverbank, more than 
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From reserved parking for carpoolers to the use of unfinished wood, the building's architects incorporated sustainable practices. 

90 percent of the employees have a view 
of the Missouri from their chairs— 
Greenguard-certified chairs, in fact, 
manufactured using sustainable process
es, with tecyclable materials. 

But what do the employees think? 

"We love it," says Craig Kenkel, 
chief of cultural resources for Midwest 
Region. "The building has an industtial 
feel to it with the exposed concrete 
beams and natural wood, so it's not a 
typical spec commercial office space. Its 
location on the river has a relaxing, calm
ing effect on staff, who can look out and 
enjoy the scenery and the environment, 
which is constantly changing." 

In fact, the change in seasons has 
brought a few special guests to the build
ing's front door, helping the Patk Service 
fit into the community as much as the 
building does. 

"We had a wonderful summer and 
the plants on our grounds really took 
off," says Kenkel. " One day, before our 
autumn frost, Lakota Indian tribal 
members came down and harvested 
sweetgrass fot ceremonial use in the 
future. That's the kind of interaction we 
expect to expand with Native Americans 
and others coming to the site." 

The building will also include a 
small satellite visitor center affiliated 

with the Lewis and Clark National 
Historic Trail, so Park Service employees 
will be able to interact with the people 
who appreciate theit wotk on a regular 
basis. The Western National Parks 
Association also agreed to install a book
store adjacent to the lobby this summer, 
which should increase foot traffic as well. 

And it's not only park visitors 
who have been passing through— 
designers and architects from all over 
the country have toured the facility 
and asked about its features, so there's a 
good chance this one-of-kind office 
building won't be one-of-a-kind for 
much longer. ••• 

EXPLORE 
Corinth's quiet charm is 
captivating. Filled with a rich heritage, 
visitors can tour Civil War sites, museums 
and historic downtown Corinth - all offering 
a reflection of our Nation's past. 

DISCOVER 
The serenity of Shiloh National Military Park 
located only minutes from Corinth. Visit 
Corinth, a historic town you will always 

REMEMBER 
Corinth Area Tourism Promotion Council 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE TRAVEL PLANNER 

800-748-9048 
vvTrVW.corinth.net 
This project partially funded by the 
MS Development Authority/Tourism 
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A Slippery 
Slope 
St. Louis' Gateway Arch 
turns pink to promote 
breast cancer awareness. 

Last fall, the Park Service was faced 
with the difficult decision of 
choosing between a great cause 

and a great monument. Representatives 
from May Department Stores and Estee 
Lauder cosmetics approached officials 
at the Jefferson National Expansion 
Memorial in St. Louis, Missouri, with 
their interest in illuminating the 
Gateway Arch pink to promote their 
cause. Estee Lauder had sought out sim
ilar publicity in previous years, illumi
nating major landmarks like the Empire 
State Building and Niagara Falls, but this 
was the first time they'd approached the 
National Park Service, which quickly 
rejected the initial appeal. Not to be 
dissuaded, savvy organizers behind 
the cause then turned to Congress, 
enlisting the help of Sen. Jim Talent 
(R-Mo.), whose mother had died of 
breast cancer in 1988. 

As Talent introduced legislation 
to move the matter forward, Ernest 
Quintana, regional director of the 
Midwest region, issued a memo to 
National Park Service Director Fran 
Mainella noting his concerns that the 
move would likely diminish the sig
nificance of the memorial and set a 
troubling precedent: "If allowed to 
occur, the Arch in essence becomes a 
billboard to be used for purposes not 
consistent with the intent of the 
Memorial," Quintana said. "We have 
had dozens of requests over the years 
to light the Arch in a variety of colors 

to support various causes, such as red for 
Heart Association month and a rainbow 
for Gay Pride... [and] we have success
fully fended off all requests to date by 
citing the national significance of the 
monument. Many visitors to the park 
get only one opportunity to see the 
structure, and we believe they should see 
it as the architect intended." 

The Arch became a slippery slope, 
quite literally. 

"Our concerns are wrapped around 
the precedent that might be set," said 
Dave Barna, a spokesman for the 
National Park Service. "In a way, it's sim
ilar to people talking about carving 
another face in Mount Rushmore— 
these sculptures by these artists, archi
tects, and engineers are also pieces of art
work, and we don't feel it's appropriate 
to modify their interpretation." 

In spite of the Park Service's objec
tions, Congress passed Senate Bill 2895 
requiring that the Arch "be illuminated 
by pink lights for a certain period of time 
in October to be designated by the 

Should monuments ever be used to pro
mote causes, no matter how admirable? 

Secretary of the Interior." President Bush 
signed it into law on October 20, 2004. 

Once the decision was made, the 
Park Service was quick to throw its full 
support behind a special event that saw 
the Arch lit for several hours on the 
evening of October 25. Dozens of sup
porters and breast cancer survivors 
turned out for the event, wearing pink 
T-shirts and pink ribbons; many 
expressed the hope that women who saw 
the Arch lit in pink might seek out early 
testing that could save their lives. 

But not everyone in the movement 
was happy. The National Breast Care 
Coalition criticized Congress's decision 
to focus on publicity efforts while the 
Breast Cancer and Environmental Re
search Act, seeking $150 million in 
funding, continued to languish. 

In the end, the controversial deci
sion drew more media attention than 
the event itself. In the weeks leading up 
to the event, newspapers generally pre
sented both sides of the argument and, 
in many cases, included public com

ments from visitors and editorials sid
ing with the Park Service. 

Even so, just as they'd predicted, 
the Park Service has received applica
tions from other nonprofit groups 
hoping to advertise their cause, 
including a request from the Salvation 
Army, which was turned down. 

In many ways, the Park Service 
was fortunate enough not to be cast 
as the villain in a public debate that 
pits it against a noble cause. But the 
issue is one that may pose a challenge 
in the future. Put another issue before 
hundreds of senators and representa
tives, and see how many of them leap 
forward to vote against breast cancer, 
or children in poverty, or AIDS 
research, and there's a good chance 
the nation's monuments may be seen 
in a different light yet again. • 
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Relaxation therapy for your feet 
Visco-elastic foam bus changed the way people sleep, now it helps the way yon walk. 

by Leigh l.igon 

M
v feet hurt! How many times have 
you heard or said that...standing in 
line at the grocery store or simply 

while doing daily routine tasks? I fed like the 
older 1 get the more my feet ache. I've tried 
elevating my feet, soaking them in hot 
water and expensive massage therapy— 

hut to no avail. That's why I'm so excited 
to tell you about my recent discovers'— 
CLOUD 10 Slippers! 

How did a NASA invention save 
my feet? From the moment I slipped 
them on, they molded to the shape of 
my feet like I had a custom tit pair of 
slippers made especially for me! The 
slipper's insole is made from visco-
elastic memory foam originally created 
by NASA. This foam equalizes pressure, 
reduces stress and tension and pros ides 
incredible comfort. 

According to the American Fodiatric 
Medical Association, as people age, their feet 
tend to spread, and lose the fatty pads that 
cushion the bottom of the feet Additional 

weight can affect the 
hone and ligament 
structure. These slip
pers mold to the 
contours of my fed 
through my body's 
heat and weight, liter
ally cushioning every 
single step I take. 

Did sou know that 
the average person 
takes 8,000 to 10,000 
steps a day, which adds 
up to about 115,000 
miles over a lifetime? 
That's enough to go 
around the circumfer
ence of the earth four 
times. No wonder 
we all have tired, 
aching feet. 

I've heard about similar kinds ol slippers, 
but I couldn't afford to spend nearly $70 a pair. 
The Cloud 10 Slippers were a much better tit for 
my budget. The outer material of these stylish 
slippers is beautiful tan faux suede and they 
feature a cozy, fleece-lined interior ami collar to 
provide added warmth. The durable rubber sole 
is perfect for my quick trips outdoors to grab 
the morning paper. 

Technologically 
advanced slippers 
mold to the 
contours of your 
feet making 
each step feel 
like your walk
ing on Cloud I Of 

Wtm Urn Sigh | Stomp I, 4 frrfrcr 10 

• Inner sole is constructed from risco-elastic memory foam 
• Body heat molds foam to cushion feet for maximum support 

• Super-soft, fleece lining provides added warmth 
• Durable rubber sole—perfect for quick outdoor trips! 

It you have arthritic feet like I do, you sutler 
from inflammation and pain in your joints. 
Our feet haw to last a lifetime .m<\ I've decided 

to stop neglecting 
the part of my 
bod) thai keeps 
me mobile. 

These slippers 
haw a unisex 
design making 
them great for both 
men and women. I 
wear my Cloud 10 
Slippers every 
chance I get and my 
feel have never felt 

so pampered. 

Sink your feet 
into luxury. We arc-
so confident that 

CLOUD to slippers 
will cushion your 

el in complete-

comfort that we will offer you a no questions 
asked in-home trial for 30 days. II you're not 
100% completely satisfied iust return them for 
a full refund of the purchase price. 

Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

Cloud 10 Slippers 
I iiise.x design —Small. Medium or large 
Small t Women's 5-7) 
Medium (It 'omen s 8- lo and Men S 7-90 
large (Men's 10-12) 

$39.95 +S&H 
Buy a second pair and SC-ll is free! 
Please specify small, medium or targe when 
ordering 

800-859-1738 
Promotional Code SLP151-01 
/'lease mention this when van call. 
To order by mail, please call tor details. 

NEXTWT 
products tor your next ton yoors. 

14101 Southerns- Drive W., Dept. S1.T1S1-01 

Bumsvillc, Minnesota 55337 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 8 0 0 - 8 5 9 " 1 7 3 8 
Visit us online at www.NextTen.com for our complete line of Cloud 10 products 

http://www.NextTen.com
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HONORING PARK HEROES 
In November, NPCA honored three of the 

park system's greatest advocates. Martin 

Hanson, the Wisconsin conservationist 

whose advocacy for the Apostle Islands 

National Lakeshore and Saint Croix 

National Scenic River inspired Congress 

to create the two parks, received the 

prestigious Marjory Stoneman Douglas 

Award. Hanson's lifelong efforts range 

from guiding President Kennedy during 

his 1963 visit to the islands to the creation 

of Friends of the Apostle Islands last year. 

NPCA bestowed the Stephen T. Mather 

Award on former Wrangell-St. Elias 

National Park and Preserve superinten

dent Gary Candelaria for his dedication to 

the park, commitment to staff and volun

teers, and efforts to ensure that thou

sands of park visitors enjoy a memorable 

experience. Candelaria is now deputy 

manager of the Harpers Ferry Service 

Center. At more than 13 million acres, 

Wrangell-St. Elias is the largest site in the 

National Park System. 

Sue Fischer, a park ranger and exhibits 

specialist at Sunset Crater Volcano 

National Monument in Flagstaff, Arizona, 

received the National Freeman Tilden 

Award from NPCA and the National Park 

Service for her commitment to education 

and fostering stewardship of the national 

parks. Fischer's interactive educational 

exhibit about Sunset Crater Volcano 

engages visitors by inviting them to "make 

their own earthquake," learn about native 

species, and even see the volcano's 

crater up close thanks to a computer tour. 

NPCA was also on the receiving end of 

an award itself: The first-ever Association 

of National Park Rangers (ANPR) Partner 

Award. The award was created to recog

nize an organization or individual that has 

worked alongside ANPR to accomplish a 

goal or complete a project that furthers 

the missions of ANPR and the National 

Park Service. 

Fending Off Threats 
From Every Side 
Diverse interest groups protect Glacier National Park 
from harmful energy initiatives. So far. 

Even as Congress and the president return to Washington and a political 

atmosphere that has many worried about the future of the environment, 

events in Montana illustrate the fact that diverse groups can quite literally 

find common ground in the national parks. 

Home to more than 70 species of mammals and more than 260 species of birds, 

Glacier National Park comprises 1 million acres of forests, alpine meadows, and 

lakes. A hiker's paradise with 700 miles of trails, the park recently faced a number of 

threats from energy concerns looking to tap natural resources on its fringes. 

Although none of the initiatives would have breached the park's boundaries, all 

would have had negative effects on the scenery, animal and plant life, and the health 

of the waters within the park. And all have been turned back, so far. 

"Glacier National Park is one the most high-integrity wilderness parks and nat

ural resource parks in America," says Steve Thompson, senior program manager in 

NPCA's Glacier Office. "We have it all—grizzly bears and wolves, clean water and 

native trout, functioning floodplain ecosystems, and so on. The natural integrity of 

the land is high, but looking into the future, there are clouds on the horizon." 

In October, the 

Bureau of Land Manage

ment decided not to open 

up the Rocky Mountain 

Front for oil and gas 

development. A Canadian 

company holds an option 

to drill on the 100 mile 

stretch of mountains, but 

the U.S. government just 

shelved a $ 1 million envi

ronmental assessment that 

would have been the first 

step toward drilling. The 

Bush administration took 

action after hearing from 

thousands of Americans, 

and in particular, hunters 

and anglers who believed 

the land was far too 

valuable to be drilled. 

Although President Bush 
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knew he had Montana's electoral votes 
locked up, the issue garnered interest 
among hunters and anglers nationwide, 
including Pennsylvania, where the presi
dential race was much closer. Now that 
the election is over, Bush could move to 
develop the area, but his constituency 
seems to have done enough to settle the 
matter for some time. The hope is the 
government will eventually buy out the 
leases or offer the company an opportu
nity to drill in other, less sensitive areas; 
the issue will be revisited in 2007. 

In the Badger-Two Medicine area, a 
Louisiana company had planned to drill 
for natural gas in some of the best grizzly 
bear habitat on the continent, just out
side of Glacier, but the land is culturally 
significant to the Blackfeet Indian tribe. 
Plans had already been made to begin 
building roads to gain access to the 
national forest land, but an investigation 

unearthed an inadequate cultural inven
tory, which will delay the process for at 
least two years. For now, the drilling will 
be put off by a technicality, but the 
Blackfeet and other conservation groups 
are amassing political clout, and they 
hope that by the time one obstacle is 
removed, they'll be able to counter the 
next move to gain access as well. 

If it weren't difficult enough fighting 
to preserve the sanctity of land outside 
the park's boundaries, imagine how dif
ficult it is to stage that fight outside the 
country's boundaries. Initiatives to drill 
for coal-bed methane in the Canadian 
headwaters of Glacier had been moving 
forward, but a coalition of groups in the 
United States and Canada voiced their 
concerns over the effect on water quality, 
native trout, and grizzly bears that go in 
and out of the park. When the groups 
couldn't persuade the government to put 

an end to the initiative, they went direct
ly to the oil and gas companies involved, 
and asked them not to bid on the 
drilling rights being auctioned off. 
NPCA and other groups worked with 
local citizens to explain the importance 
of the land, the cost and difficulty 
involved in mining the land, and the 
potential public relations nightmare; to 
the surprise of some observers, not one 
of the companies bid on the property. 
Another auction in the future might 
prompt more interest, but for now the 
land is safe, another international inci
dent staved off by local people. 

And that's the best way to effect 
change, says Thompson: "Whether it's 
the local chambers of commerce, or the 
Blackfeet Indian nation, hunters and 
anglers, or weekend hikers, ultimately it's 
the local concerns and the local people 
standing up to protect the park." ••• 

Together we can keep our national parks 
just as they are. We need your help now-
as an NPCA Trustee for the Parks. 

Please call 1-800-628-7275, ext 219, 
or send your tax-deductible contribution 
of $1000 or more along with your name, 

address, phone, and email, to NPCA. 
Trustees for the Parks, 1300 19th St., 
N.W., Washington, DC 20036. 

T O G E T H E R , WE CAN MAKE NO D I F F E R E N C E . 
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The Next Four Years 
A look ahead at issues affecting the national parks 

in Washington, D.C. 

Conventional wisdom holds that 
the results of the 2004 election 
portend disaster for environ

mental and conservation causes. To be 
sure, the coming months will pose 
some threats to the Clean Air Act, the 
Endangered Species Act, the National 
Environmental Policy Act, and the 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, to 
name a few. But what do the next few 
years hold for our beloved parks? 

The election appears to have done 
little to change the landscape for our 
parks. Control of Congress and the pres
idency remain unchanged but the ideo
logical make-up of the Senate has shifted 
to the right, and fiscal issues will con
tinue to pose enormous challenges. But 
bipartisan support that emerged for the 
national parks in end-of-session negotia
tions on appropriations is encouraging. 

In 2004, national parks defied 
conventional wisdom. Despite a strong 
bias against federal land acquisition, a 
broad NPCA-led coalition of ranchers, 
local officials, and chambers of com
merce prevailed to pass legislation to 
add a 128,000 tract to Petrified Forest 
National Park (see "Western Expansion, 
page 8). And with bipartisan support 
emerging from Capitol Hill, the final 
appropriations bill provided every park 
with at least a 4 percent increase in base 
operating budgets. Not all the news was 
good, but we beat the odds and won real 
victories. 

The coming congressional session 
will see new chairs of the House sub
committee with jurisdiction over the 
National Park Service, and new chairs on 

the House and Senate appropriations 
committees. Secretary Gale Norton will 
remain at the Department of Interior, 
but changes are expected there and in 
the Park Service as well. 

Much will be revealed in February 
when the president's proposed budget is 
released. Congress stepped to the plate 
last year to provide the national parks 
needed cash, but the administration's 
proposal will play a critical role in sus
taining or slowing that momentum. 

An important new addition to the 
debate is the National Park Centennial 
Act, introduced in 2004 by Reps. Brian 
Baird (D-Wash.) and Mark Souder (R-
Ind.), and 18 of their colleagues from 
both sides of the aisle. The act will be 
reintroduced this year in an effort to 
eliminate the maintenance backlog in 
the parks and help Congress wipe out a 
$600 million annual operating deficit. 

The massive transportation over
haul that Congress nearly passed in 2004 
also means big stakes for national parks. 
The bill that passed last year in the 
Senate included $320 million annually 
for park roads and parkways, doubling 
the amount that current law provides. 
The Senate and House bills also autho
rized a new Transit in the Parks program 
to infuse much-needed resources into 
alternative transportation efforts across 
the system. Because no formal bill was 
enacted, Congress will try again soon. 

Clean air will be another challenge 
in the coming year. The importance of a 
strong Clean Air Act is obvious to any
one who has ever visited Sequoia on a 
smoggy, hazy day, or hiked through the 

Great Smoky Mountains when rangers 
warned that outdoor activity was 
unhealthy because of air pollution; that 
debate will continue in 2005. 

Finally, rumblings have begun that 
political appointees in the administra
tion may seek to modify the regulatory 
management policies that have governed 
the national parks since the year 2000. 
While this issue may sound rather legal
istic, it has everything to do with the 
experiences our families will encounter 
in the parks in the coming years. 

Congressman Baird has said that 
America's two most defining legacies are 
our Bill of Rights and our National 
Parks. Let's hope Washington treats 
them that way. —Craig Obey 

mmmm 
GREAT LAKES RESTORATION 

A portion of a $5 million, five-year grant 

will be used to explore the feasibility of 

additional National Park Service designa

tion within the Great Lakes Basin. 

The grant, announced in the fall by 

Peter Wege of the Wege Foundation, will 

also be used to form a coalition of nation

al, regional, and state organizations dedi

cated to Great Lakes restoration. Along 

with the National Wildlife Federation, 

which already operates the Great Lakes 

Natural Resources Center in Michigan, 

NPCA will take the lead in coordinating 

Great Lakes protection, especially in 

restoring water quality, preventing and 

controlling non-native aquatic invasive 

species, and cleaning-up areas of con

centrated toxic pollution. NPCA will also 

hire staff to lay the groundwork for re

opening a Great Lakes "Heartland" office 

in the next two to three years. 

Peter Wege created the Wege 

Foundation in 1967, part of his personal 

dream to provide for the future needs of 

Michigan communities. 
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Congressional Park 
Friends Announced 
NPCA recognizes 238 members of the 108th Congress 

for their work to preserve and protect Americas national parks. 

In February, NPCA will present its Friend 

of the National Parks award to 238 

returning members of the 108,h Congress. 

The award was created to recognize members 

of Congress who actively work to preserve 

and protect national parks through pro-park 

votes. NPCA also hopes the award will serve 

to educate its members about bow their rep

resentatives vote on important legislation 

affecting our National Park System. Von can 

thank your member with the postcards pro

vided between pages 48 and 49. NPCA com

piled votes for five national park-related bills 

in the Senate and six in the House. To receive 

the award, senators had to vote correctly at 

least three out of five times (60%). Rep

resentatives received the award if they voted 

correctly on at least four of the six votes cast 

(67%). (Note: Members with a perfect 100% 

score are listed below in bold print.) The first 

Friend of the National Parks award was given 

in 1999 to 231 members of the 105" Congress: 

the second award was given ill 2001 to 202 

members of the 106" Congress: and the third 

award was given in 2003 to 215 members of 

the 107th Cngress. For more information on 

the award, see the news story on page xx. To 

get a full report on how each member of 

Congress voted on these issues, go to M'('. W 

web site at www.npea.org. 
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84% Rep. Neil Abercrombie (D-1s t) 
84% Rep. Ed Case (D-2n(1) 

l l l l N O I S 

100% Sen. Richard Durbin (D) 
100% Rep. Bobby Rush (D-1 s t) 
100% Rep. Jesse Jackson (D-2 n d ) 
84% Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-4 t h) 
100% Rep. Rahm Emanuel (D-5 , h) 
100% Rep. Danny Davis (D-7 , n ) 
84% Rep. Janice Schakowsky (D-9 t h) 
84% Rep. Mark Kirk (R-10th) 
100% Rep. Jerry Costello (D-12 t h) 
67% Rep. Judy Biggert (R-13th) 
84% Rep. Timothy Johnson (R-l 5 th) 
84% Rep. Lane Evans (D-17 t h) 

INDIANA 

100% Sen. Evan Bayh (D) 
100% Rep. Peter Visclosky (D-1 s t) 
84% Rep. Julia Carson (D-7 t h) 

low \ 
80% Sen. Tom Harkin (D) 
84% Jim Leach (R-2nd) 

KANSAS 

100% Rep. Dennis Moore (D^™") 

Lot ISIANA 
60% Sen. Mary Landrieu (D) 

MAIM 

80% Sen. Olympia Snowe (R) 
60% Sen. Susan Collins (R) 
84% Rep. Thomas Allen (D-1st) 
67% Rep. Michael Michaud (D-2n d) 

MARYLAND 

100% Sen. Paul Sarbanes (D) 
100% Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D) 
67% Rep. Wayne Gilchresr (R-1st) 
67% Rep. C.A. Ruppersberger (D-2n d) 
100% Rep. Benjamin Cardin (D^™") 
100% Rep. Albert Wynn (D^" 1) 

100% Rep. Jane Harman (D-361") 
100% Rep. Grace Napolitano (D-38 t n) 
84% Rep. Linda Sanchez (D-39 t h) 
84% Rep. Joe Baca (D-43rd) 
67% Rep. Mary Bono (R-45 th) 
84% Rep. I-oretta Sanchez (D-47 t h) 
84% Rep. Bob Filner (D-51s t) 
100% Rep. Susan Davis (D-53r d) 

COLORADO 

84% Rep. Diana DeGette (D- 1st) 
100% Rep. Mark Udall (D-2 n d ) 

CONNECTICUT 

60% Sen. Christopher Dodd (D) 
60% Sen. Joseph Lieberman (D) 
84% Rep. John Larson (D- l s t ) 
84% Rep. Robert Simmons (R-2nd) 
100% Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-3"1! 
84% Rep. Christopher Shavs (R-4 th) 
67% Rep. Nancy Johnson (R-Sth) 

DEIAWARE 

100% Sen. Joseph Biden (D) 
100% Sen. Thomas Carper (D) 
67% Rep. Michael Castle (R-At Large) 

FLORIDA 

100% Sen. Bill Nelson (D) 
67% Rep. F. Allen Boyd (D-2 n d ) 
84% Rep. Corrine Brown (D-3rd) 
100% Rep. Jim Davis (D-11 m ) 
84% Rep. Kendrick Meek (D-17 t h) 
100% Rep. Robert Wexler (D-19 , n ) 
84% Rep. Alcee Hastings (D-23rd) 

GEORGIA 

67% Rep. Sanford Bishop (D-2 n d ) 
67% Rep. Jim Marshall (D-3rd) 
84% Rep. John Lewis (D-5"1) 
67% Rep. David Scott (D-13 t h) 

HAWAII 

80% Sen. Daniel Inouye (D) 
100% Sen. Daniel Akaka (D) 

AlABAMA 

67% Rep. Robert Cramer (D-5 t h) 
84% Rep. Artur Davis (D-7 m ) 

ARIZONA 

60% Sen. John McCain (R) 
84% Rep. Ed Pastor (D-4 t h) 
100% Rep. Raul Grijalva (V>-7th) 

ARKANSAS 

60% Sen. Blanche Lincoln (D) 
60% Sen. Mark Pryor (D) 
67% Rep. Marion Berry (D-l s t ) 
100% Rep. Vic Snyder (D-2 n d ) 
67% Rep. Mike Ross (D-4 t h) 

CAI IIORNIA 

80% Sen. Dianne Feinsrein (D) 
100% Sen. Barbara Boxer (D) 
100% Rep. Mike Thompson (D- l s t ) 
84% Rep. Bob Matsui (D-5 t h) 
67% Rep. Lynn Woolsey (D-6 t h) 
100% Rep. George Miller (D-7 , h ) 
100% Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-8 t h) 
100% Rep. Barbara Lee (DO™) 
100% Rep. Ellen Tauscher (D-10 t h) 
100% Rep. Tom Lamos (D-12 t h) 
100% Rep. Pete Stark (D-13 t h) 
100% Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-14 t h) 
84% Rep. Mike Honda (D-l 5 t h) 
100% Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-16 t h) 
100% Rep. Sam Farr (D-17 t h) 
100% Rep. Lois Capps (0-23™") 
100% Rep. Brad Sherman (D-27 t h) 
100% Rep. Adam Schiff (D-291") 
84% Rep. Henry Waxman (D-30 m ) 
84% Rep. Xavier Becerra (D-31st) 
100% Rep. Hilda Solis (D-32 n d ) 
84% Rep. Diane Watson (D-33rd) 
84% Rep. Lucille Roybal-Allard (D-34 t h) 
67% Rep. Maxine Waters (D-35 t h) 

http://www.npea.org


Park Achievement Award 
Recipients 

There are a variety of ways in which mem
bers of Congress make valuable contribu
tions to our national parks. The list 
below includes recipients of NPCA's Patk 
Achievement Awatd fot wotk during the 
108 Congtess. These individuals re-
ceived this special awatd because they dem-
onsttated leadetship on specific, uniquely 
positive and notewotthy efforts such as 
national park expansions, policy initia
tives, and othet park protection causes. 

Sen. I .iin.ii Alexander (R IN1 

Sen. Robert C. Byrd (D-WV) 
Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-WA) 
Sen. Kay Bailev Hutchison (R-TX) 
Sen. Jon Kyi (R-AZ) 
Sen. John McCain (R-AZ) 
Sen. Harry Reid (D-NV) 
Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA) 
Sen. Craig Thomas (R-WY) 

Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA) 
Rep. Doug Bereuter (R-NE) 
Rep. Alan Boyd (D-FL) 
Rep. Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) 
Rep. Donna Christensen (D-VI) 
Rep. Ander Crenshaw (R-FL) 
Rep. John Duncan (R-TN) 
Rep. Jennifer Dunn (R-WA) 
Rep. Jim Gerlach (R-PA) 
Rep. Joe Hoeffel (R-PA) 
Rep. Nick Rahall (D-WV) 
Rep. Rick Renzi (R-AZ) 
Rep. Mark Souder (R-IN) 
Rep. Jim Turner (D-TX) 
Rep. Zach Wamp (R-TN) 

Please refer to postcards p S 
between pages 48 and 49. 
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100% Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-5 , h ) 
84% Rep. Elijah Cummings (D-7 t h) 
100% Rep. Chris Van Hollen (D-8 t h) 

M \ s s \ l HI M i l s 

100% Sen. Edward Kennedy (D) 
60% Sen. John Kerry (D) 
84% Rep. John Olver (D-1 s t) 
84% Rep. Richard Neal (D-2 n d ) 
100% Rep. James McGovern (D-3"1) 
84% Rep. Barney Frank (D-4 t h) 
84% Rep. Marty Meehan (D-5 t n) 
100% Rep. John Tierney (D-6 , h ) 
100% Rep. Edward Markey (D^" 1 ) 
84% Rep. Michael Capuano (D-8 t n) 
100% Rep. Stephen Lynch (D^" 1 ) 
100% Rep. William Delahunt (D-10 t h) 

Mk mi,IN 
80% Sen. Carl Levin (D) 
100% Sen. Debbie Stabenow (D) 
84% Rep. Vernon Ehlers (R-3rd) 
84% Rep. Dale Kildee (D-5 t h) 
84% Rep. Sander Levin (D-12 t h) 
84% Rep. Carolyn Kilpatrick (D-13 t h) 
67% Rep. John Conyers (D- l4 t h ) 
84% Rep. John Dingell (D-15 t h) 

MINNESOTA 
100% Sen. Mark Dayton (D) 
100% Rep. Betty McCollum (D-4 t h) 
100% Rep. Martin Sabo (D-5 , h ) 
67% Rep. James Obcrstar (D-8 t h) 

MISSISSIPPI 
100% Rep. Bennie Thompson (D-2 n d ) 
67% Rep. Gene Taylor (D-4 t h) 

MISSOURI 
84% Rep. William Clav (D- 1st) 
84% Rep. Ike Skclton (D-4 t h) 

Nl | lK\sk \ 

60% Sen. Ben Nelson (D) 

Nl \ \D\ 
100% Sen. Harry Reid (D) 

Nl\\ HAMPSHIRI 

60% Sen. Judd Gregg (R) 

N l W 11 RSEY 

100% Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D) 
100% Sen. Jon Corzine (D) 
100% Rep. Robert Andrews (D-1 s t) 
84% Rep. Frank LoBiondo (T<-2nd) 
67% Rep. Jim Saxton (R-3rd) 
84% Rep. Christopher Smith (R-4 th) 
84% Rep. Frank Pallone (D-6 t h) 
100% Rep. Bill Pascrell (D-8 l h ) 
100% Rep. Steven Rothman (D-9 t h) 
67% Rep. Donald Pavne (D-10 t h) 
100% Rep. Rush Holt (D-12 t h) 
100% Rep. Robert Menendez (D-13 t h) 

Nl w Ml \u O 
100% Sen. Jeff Bingaman (D) 
100% Rep. Tom ijdall (DO"1) 

\ i \ \ YORK 

100% Sen. Charles Schumer (D) 
100% Sen. Hillary Clinton (D) 
84% Rep. Tim Bishop (D-l s t ) 
84% Rep. Steve Israel (D-2 n d ) 
84% Rep. Carolyn McCarthy (D-4 t h) 
100% Rep. Gary Ackerman (D-5 , h ) 
84% Rep. Gregory Meeks (D-6 t h) 
100% Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-7 t n) 
100% Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-8 t h) 
100% Rep. Anthony Weiner (D-9 t h) 
100% Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-10 , n ) 
100% Rep. Major Owens (D-l 1 th) 

84% Rep. Nydia Velazquez (D-12 t h) 
84% Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-14 t n) 
67% Rep. Charles Rangel (D- lS t h ) 
100% Rep. Jose Serrano (D-16 , n ) 
100% Rep. Eliot EngeKD-17 t h) 
100% Rep. Nita Lowey (D-18 , h ) 
84% Rep. Sue Kelly (R-19th) 
100% Rep. Michael McNulty (D-21 s t) 
100% Rep. Maurice Hinchev (D-22 n d ) 
67% Rep. James Walsh (R-25 th) 
100% Rep. Louise Slaughter (D-28 t h) 

NORTH CAROI INA 
84% Rep. Bob Etheridge (D-2n d) 
84% Rep. David Price (D-4 t h) 
67% Rep. Mike Mclntyre (D-7 t h) 
84% Rep. Melvin Watt (D-12 t h) 
84% Rep. Brad Miller (D-13 t h) 

Noiii ii DAKOTA 
80% Sen. Kent Conrad (D) 
80% Sen. Byron Dorgan (D) 

O H I O 

67% Rep. Paul Gillmor (R-5 th) 
100% Rep. Ted Strickland (DG^1) 
100% Rep. Marcy Kaptur (D-9 , h ) 
84% Rep. Dennis Kucinich (D- l0 t h ) 
100% Rep. Stephanie Tubbs Jones (D-l 1th) 
100% Rep. Sherrod Brown (D-130 1) 
100% Rep. Tim Ryan (D- l7 t h ) 

OREGON 

100% Sen. Ron Wyden (D) 
100% Rep. David Wu (D- l s t ) 
84% Rep. Earl Blumcnauer (D-3rd) 
100% Rep. Peter DeFazio (D-4 t n) 
100% Rep. Darlene Hooley (D-5 , h ) 

Pi NNSYLX \ M \ 

100% Rep. Robert Brady (D-1 s t) 
84% Rep. Chaka Fattah (D-2n d) 
84% Rep. Philip English (R-3rd) 
100% Rep. Paul Kanjorski (D-11 t h) 
84% Rep. John Murtha (D- l2 t h ) 
100% Rep. Mike Doyle (D-14 t h) 
100% Rep. Tim Holden (D-17 t h) 

Riioni [si w u 
100% Sen. Jack Reed (D) 
100% Sen. Lincoln Chafee (R) 
84% Rep. Patrick Kennedy (D-l s t ) 
100% Rep. James Langevin (D-2 n d ) 

SOUTH CAROI INA 
100% Rep. John Spratt (D-5 t h) 
100% Rep. James Clyburn (D-6 t h) 

SOUTH DAKOI \ 
100% Sen. Tim Johnson (D) 

Tl NNl SSI I 

67% Rep. Lincoln Davis (D-4 t h) 
100% Rep. Jim Cooper (D-5 t h) 
84% Rep. Bart Gordon (D-6 t n) 
67% Rep. John Tanner (D-8 t h) 
84% Rep. Harold Ford (D-9 t h) 

IT XAS 

100% Rep. Ruben Hinojosa (D- l5 t h ) 
67% Rep. Silvestre Reyes (D-16 l h) 
67% Rep. Chet Edwards (D-17 t h) 
84% Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee (D- l8 t h ) 
84% Rep. Charles Gonzalez (D-20 t h) 
100% Rep. Lloyd Doggett (D-25 t h) 
84% Rep. Solomon Ortiz (D-27 t h) 
84% Rep. Gene Green (D-29 t n) 
84% Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-30 t h) 

\T RXIONI 

100% Sen. Patrick Leahy (D) 
100% Sen. James Jeffords (I) 

VIRGINIA 
100% Rep. Bobby Scott (D-d1*1) 
84% Rep. James Moran (D-8 m ) 
84% Rep. Rick Boucher (D-9 t h) 

\ \ VSHINGTON 

100% Sen. Patty Murray (D) 
100% Sen. Maria Cantwell (D) 
100% Rep. Jay I nslee (D-1") 
84% Rep. Rick Larsen (D-2n d) 
100% Rep. Brian Baird (0-3™") 
84% Rep. Norman Dicks (D-6 t h) 
100% Rep. Jim McDermott (D-7 t h) 
67% Rep. Adam Smith (D-9 t h) 

wTsi VIRGINIA 
80% Sen. Robert Byrd (D) 
100% Sen. John Rockefeller (D) 
84% Rep. Alan Mollohan (D-l s t ) 
67% Rep. Shelley Moore Capito (R-2nd) 
100% Rep. Nick Rahall (D-3"1) 

WlS< ONSIN 

100% Sen. Herbert Kohl (D) 
100% Sen. Russ Feingold (D) 
100% Rep. Tammy Baldwin (D-2 n d ) 
100% Rep. David Obey ( 0 - 7 * ) 
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NPCAs Park Champions 

In February, NPCA will present its 

"Friend of the National Parks" award 

to 238 returning members of the 

108th Congress. This marks the fourth 

time NPCA has recognized members of 

Congress who are working to protect 

national parks through their votes. 

"The national parks need friends in 

Congress, and these people are among 

the best," says Craig Obey, NPCAs vice 

president for government affairs. "Floor 

votes are one significant way members 

of Congress demonstrate their commit

ment to the national parks. Another way 

is leadership on park-specific efforts, for 

which N P C A rewards members of 

Congress with its Park Achievement 

Award." 

The award for each Congressional 

session is a framed reproduction of a 

1930s Works Progress Administration 

poster of a national park. 

To be named as a recipient of the 

award, the 47 senators had to vote cor

rectly on at least three out of five park-

related issues, including a vote to 

increase funding for natural resource and 

environmental programs such as nation

al park programs, a vote for legislation to 

ban commercial advertising on the 

National Mall, and a vote for legislation 

to stop the aggressive outsourcing of 

National Park Service jobs. 

This year's 191 representatives were 

chosen for voting correctly on at least 

four of six park-related issues, including 

a vote to ban the use of snowmobiles 

within Yellowstone and Grand Teton 

national parks (twice), a vote to prevent 

the slaughter of Yellowstone bison, and a 

Sen. Susan Collins (R-Maine) flanked 

by NPCA Board Chair Gretchen Long 

and President Tom Kiernan. 

vote against legislation to prematurely 

authorize a highly controversial land 

exchange at Great Smoky Mountains 

National Park. 

For a list of all winners, see the insert 

between pages 16 and 17. To learn about 

specific legislation and find out how 

your members of Congress voted on 

these issues, visit NPCAs web site at 

www.npca.org. •> 

An NPCA charitable gift annuity can: 
Increase your financial security by receiving guaranteed fixed 

payments for your lifetime. 

Reduce your tax burden with savings on capital gains and income taxes. 

Help NPCA protect the parks for future generations. 

To receive our free brochure, Giving Through Gift Annuities, call 
our toll free number 1-877-468-5775, visit our website, 
www.npca.org/giftplanning, or return the form below. 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
130019th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 

giftplanning@npca.org • www.npca.org/giftplanning 

Please send information on Charitable Gift Annuities to: 

Name 

Address 

City. . State. -Zip-

To receive a personalized illustration, please provide your birthdate(s): 

1 2 

L I I would consider including NPCA in my estate plans. 
a. os 

N A T I O N A L PARKS 17 

N P C A 

j 

Current Annuity 
Payout Rates: 

Age Rate 

70 6.5% 

75 7.1% 

80 8.0% 

85 9.5% 

For information, 

call toll-free 

1-877-468-5775 

Protect parks whilO 
increasing your 
income! ± % 

http://www.npca.org
http://www.npca.org/giftplanning
mailto:giftplanning@npca.org
http://www.npca.org/giftplanning


By Bruce Leonard 

T
he world's largest living 

things cling to the west

ern slope of the Sierra 

Nevada range, as they 

have for many centuries. 

Taller, wider, and older trees exist else

where, but the giant sequoias, which 

grow only in the southern section of 

these California mountains, possess 

more volume—and, arguably, more 

grandeur—than any other species of 

flora on Earth. Standing 275 feet tall, 

with a base circumference of nearly 103 

feet and a weight estimated at 1,385 

tons, the General Sherman Tree is the 

world's largest. This reddish behemoth 

has stood in Giant Grove, a section of 

what is now Sequoia National Park, for 

about 2,200 years. Although the General 

Sherman and the other Giant Forest 

sequoias have endured droughts and 

dozens of fires over their impressive life 

spans, they suffered their greatest threat 

in the last century: Humans almost 

loved them to death. 

For thousands of years, various 

Native American peoples co-existed with 

the giant trees, inhabiting the western 

Sierra foothills, the deep canyons, and 

the granite-strewn high country that 

now make up the adjacent Sequoia-

Kings Canyon National Parks. In 1856, 

however, native Potwishas invited settler 

Hale D. Tharp to their high camps, and 

he is likely the first white person to have 

seen the sequoias. Word was out, and 

within a few years sheepherders ushered 

their large flocks through the fragile high 

meadows, prospectors sought their for

tunes in the mineral-rich canyons, and 

loggers began felling the giant trees. 

Bold and ancient, Lost Grove (left) was 

nearly lost to modern-day development. 

19 

The Park Service 

has removed 282 

buildings, one million 

square feet of asphalt, and 

miles of overhead power 

lines to return Giant Grove 

to the 2,000-year-old trees 

Sequoia National Park was 

established to protect. 

9 

i l l III 
n I I U rnB 

a fill Ilk; 



On September 25,1890, President Benjamin Harrison 

signed the bill that created Sequoia National Park. 

Loggers could no longer chop down sequoias, but 

Giant Forest's trees were far from safe. 

Engaging forests of white firs and towering sequoias drew tourists by the carloads. 

If the giant sequoias were to be 
saved, someone had to stand up to the 
commercial enterprises that were devas
tating their habitat. In 1875, naturalist 
John Muir made his way to the sequoia 
grove that he dubbed Giant Forest. A 
San Francisco newspaper published his 
accounts of his southern Sierra trip. The 
stories were both celebrations of the 
area's natural wonders and indictments 
of their commercial destruction. A few 
years later, George W. Stewart, a city edi
tor for the Visalia Delta newspaper, pub
lished scathing editorials that called for 
fines or imprisonment for anyone who 
destroyed the giant sequoias. Prominent 
scientists and politicians, including 
California Gov. Robert W. Waterman, 
sided with Stewart, and the drive to 
establish the nation's second national 
park was under way. On September 25, 
1890, President Benjamin Harrison 
signed the bill that created Sequoia 
National Park. Loggers could no longer 
chop down sequoias, but Giant Forest's 
trees were far from safe. 

"Giant Forest...is a particularly 
engaging place," says William Tweed, 
chief of interpretation for Sequoia-Kings 
Canyon National Parks. So engaging, in 
fact, that tourists soon arrived at Giant 
Forest by pack train to stay in tent 
camps. A road stretched from the valley 
floor to the edge of the popular grove in 
1903, and Sequoia tourism picked up 
steadily as the automobile age kicked 
into high gear. "People wanted to stay in 
the key feature areas," Tweed says. "If 
you went to Yellowstone, you wanted to 
camp on the side of Yellowstone Lake or 
next to Old Faithful Geyser. If you went 
to Yosemite, you camped at the base of 

the waterfalls And [in Sequoia] we 

have a road to the biggest trees in the 
world." 

The public, of course, needed access 
to national parkland to appreciate it. "If 
the national parks were going to grow 
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and prosper, they [had to bel used," says 
Tweed. "Because if they were used, 
they'd be loved, and if they were loved, 
they would be protected and cherished. 
That was the premise not only of the 
campaign to create the National Park 
Service but also of the next 
decade of national park manage
ment. It is both the key to our 
grand success and sometimes our 
worst, self-inflicted injuries. It 
cuts both ways." 

As the popularity of Giant 
Forest continued to grow, the 
commercial operations and the 
infrastructure necessary to 
accommodate the escalating 
numbers of visitors raced to keep 
pace. By 1930, four camp
grounds, more than 200 cabins, 
numerous tent-top cabins, cor
rals, a gas station, retail stores, 
offices, and dining halls catered to visi
tors' needs, as did the water and sewer 
systems that cut through the roots of the 
giant trees. A sequoia's root system is 
very broad but only about three feet 
deep, and each new building, every 
sunken pipe, and all those parking spaces 
that sprawled across the shallow roots 
weakened the trees. 

By 1930, Sequoia National Park 
Superintendenr John R. White had had 
enough, and sagely stated, "If we 
do not plan carefully and transfer 
the major part of the present 
activity away from the heart of 
Giant Forest, the beauties of that 
area—already badly rarnished— 
will be further impaired." 

His voice, however, was prac
tically the single voice of dissent, 
and his advice was ignored. In 
fact, says Tweed, "Once in the 
1950s and once in the 1960s, [the 
Park Service] chopped down large 
giant sequoia trees to make it safe 
to have cabins. We actually moved 

cabins out of the way and felled the tree, 
then put the cabins back." 

Building cabins and the accompa
nying infrastructure not only damaged 
the sequoias' roots but also required the 
modification of landforms, harming the 

Gridlock once defined Giant Forest, until restoration efforts 

returned serene wilderness and healthy ecosystems. 

tion, meadows, and stream habitats, and 
airborne pollutants from rhe populared 
Owens Valley harmed the trees. Nu
merous scientific studies decried the 
effect of tourism on Gianr Foresr and 
pointed out that the suppression of fires 

was preventing any new sequoias 
from growing. Narural fires had 
for millennia burned away com
peting vegetation, opened the 
sequoias' cones—releasing rheir 
seeds—and provided ash in 
which the seeds could germinate. 
None of these things could hap
pen, however, because the Na
tional Park Service had begun 
exringuishing fires to prevent 
buildings from burning down. 

Gridlock soon defined Giant 
Forest. Seventy- and 80-year-old 
buildings began to fall apart. 

"It made you sad to see the 
litter and rhe volume of cars, the traffic 
going through, knowing the trees are so 
fragile," says Jerry Eckel, who recently 
celebrated her 40rh wedding anniversary 
in the park with her husband, Ulrich. 

About 30 years ago, more people 
began to see the wisdom of former 
superintendent John White's vision. A 
planning team in 1974 delivered a 
reporr rhat stated, in effect, that com
mercial enterprises should be removed 

from the grove. The Park Service 
consulted with the public, many 
of whom loved Giant Forest just 
the way it was. "The public even
tually accepted the fact that we 
weren't going to have a city and a 
giant sequoia grove last forever in 
the same place," says Tweed. "We 
weren't trying to get people out of 
the grove—we were trying to get 
overnight use and hot dogs and 
popcorn and post cards out of the 
grove," he says. 

The process moved slowly, 
but eventually backhoes lifted 
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The world's largest sequoia, 2,200-year-old General 

Sherman, endured droughts and dozens of fires. 

area's overall ecosystem. Rearranging the 
land caused runoff from rain or 
snowmelt to flow differently than it had 
for thousands of years, increasing soil 
erosion. Wild animals were either dis
placed or tamed, in effect, as tourists fed 
deer by hand and gathered to watch 
bears rummage through a garbage 
dump, an event sanctioned by the park 
at that time but prohibited today. 

Petroleum producrs affected vegeta-



pavement, and excavators removed con
crete utilities. Long forks attached to 
loader buckets lifted small buildings off 
their foundations, and chains fastened to 
the bases of larger cabins dragged the 
structures to a central destruction site. 
Propane tanks were unearthed and 
removed, and mules hauled away bro-
ken-up concrete, later to be crushed for 
future construction projects. "We took 

out...282 buildings, one million square 
feet of asphalt, umpteen miles of over
head power lines," says Tweed. The Park 
Service built new accommodations out
side of Giant Forest—at Wuksachi 
Village. 

The removal of the Giant Forest 
commercial development, the restora
tion of the grove, the improvement of 
and creation of trails, and the building of 

Upper Kaweah guest lodging is carefully removed during 1999 restoration efforts. 

Nearly 300 buildings were removed to allow flowering western dogwoods, white firs, and 

giant sequoias to flourish (opposite). The market store, above, became a museum. 

Wuksachi Village cost about $70 mil
lion. Once the Park Service implements 
the shuttle system in the next couple of 
years, completes the new General 
Sherman Tree parking lot, and removes 
the old one, the Giant Forest restoration 
will be complete. 

Despite the years of inconvenience 
caused by the construction around the 
grove, the public seems pleased with the 
result or at least understands the need 
for change. Annie Esperanza, air re
sources specialist and a 23-year park 
employee, says, "I have yet to hear any 
negative comments about us taking the 
buildings away." Tweed, however, ack
nowledges a sentimental contradiction: 
"I believe you can both miss the old 
facilities in a nostalgic sort of way and 
be glad they're gone." 

Tweed is proud of what the Park 
Service has accomplished. "We end up 
being the grand exception and—we also 
modestly believe—the great model, in 
that we were able to do at Sequoia Park 
what a number of other major Western 
parks have wrestled with." 

Tony Frary, who grew up in Visalia 
and visited Sequoia-Kings Canyon 
often, now works in Giant Forest Mu
seum, a must-see interpretive center con
verted from the old village market. 
"Having traveled around the world a 
lot," he says, "I realize what a special 
place this really is. There's nothing like 
this anyplace else in the world, with trees 
like this." He smiles, then adds, "You 
can always build a gas station some
where, but you can't build a 2,000-year-
old tree." ^ P 

Bruce Leonard is a freelance writer 

based in California. He last wrote 

for National Parks about the 

California desert. 
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In a struggle that has elements 

of a Hollywood blockbuster, 

park rangers are matching wits 

with poachers in a battle over 

some of the most valuable plant 

and animal species on Earth. 

i 
By Connie Toops 

' t's a dark night on a lonely road in 
a well-known Southwestern park. 
From afar, an observer watches a 
pickup truck travel slowly, back 

,up, then return to the same spot 
several times. A passenger shines a flash
light along the edge of the pavement. 
The onlooker speaks into a cell phone, 
and a few minutes later blue lights signal 
the pickup to pull over. 

"What's the problem?" the driver 
asks as a park ranger checks his license. "I 
just brought my nephew to see some 
snakes." In the past decade, reptile 
watching has rapidly increased in popu
larity in Southwestern parks—these may 
be legitimate park visitors. Or not. 

The answer comes soon enough. 
The ranger spots snake tongs protruding 
from behind the seat, then notices pil
lowcases and coolers in the pickup bed. 
It's not the first time he's encountered 
sophisticated poachers who prey upon 
reptiles soaking up the heat from paved 
roads on cool desert nights. By monitor
ing air temperature and calculating the 
time of night and elevation, "herpers" 

can determine where and when to find 
specific reptiles, and can make off with 
their loot in no time. They stash the 
creatures in camping gear, empty gas 
cans, even hubcaps; one park ranger dis
covered 25 ill-gotten lizards in a cereal 
box. Many sell their booty through legit
imate businesses, others prefer the black 
market, and most network with other 
collectors via the Internet. 

"Reptiles are being hit especially 
hard by everything from individual col
lectors to those who buy, sell, or trade 
with pet shops and online. Some are 
legitimate, some are not," says one offi
cer who can't be identified because of 
ongoing undercover work. "People col
lect rattlesnake gallbladders, which are 
made into a Chinese remedy to treat 
lung disease; folks make tortoise soup for 
Asian weddings; and some cults use poi
sonous snakes in their activities." 

During the past two decades, com
mercial trade in reptiles and amphibians 
has grown into a multi-million-dollar 
enterprise. Some reptile species can fetch 
hundreds of dollars on the black market. 
Rangers at Big Bend, Joshua Tree, Organ 
Pipe Cactus, and Chiricahua worry as 

Barrel cacti in Arizona's Sonoran Desert remain a prime target 

for collectors obsessed with owning rare plant species. 
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Under the cover of night, poachers hunt reptiles, like this western bullsnake in Arizona's 

Wapuski National Monument, soaking up heat on quiet desert roads. 
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Poached for its medicinal root, ginseng 

proves an easy target when in bloom. 

Pink azaleas frame a distant Linville Falls, enticing plant lovers in the Blue Ridge Parkway. 

Chief Ranger Jim North up marks ginseng in 

Great Smoky Mountains National Park. 

collectors' targets, including snakes, 
lizards, scorpions, and tarantulas, be
come scarce in road corridors. 

"Even though these animals are pro
tected by federal law, many people don't 
[seem to] care if they disappear because 
they're not charismatic, cuddly crea
tures," says another undercover officer. 
"When someone sees a snake with the 
head or tail cut off, it doesn't always 
prompt the same degree of protection or 
concern as deer, elk, or bear. Our park 
doesn't have many big furry animals, but 
reptiles are very important to healthy 
desert ecosystems." 

And reptiles are not the only tar
gets. In other Southwestern parks, cacti 
are disappearing at alarming rates; in 
several Eastern parks, black bear and 
ginseng are being killed or removed; and 
elsewhere, rare plants are removed to 
satisfy collectors' desires for the most 
unusual flora. National parks are 
increasingly the destinations of choice 
for poachers—largely because they are 
the last sanctuaries for an increasing 
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Reptiles are not the only targets. In other 

Southwestern parks, cacti are disappearing at 

alarming rates; in several Eastern parks, black 

bear and ginseng are being killed or removed; 

and elsewhere, rare plants are removed to satisfy 

collectors' desires for the most unusual flora. 

Killed for organs that sell as aphrodisiacs in Asian mar 

kets, black bears in the East are declining in number. 

number of animals and plants. 
"Collectors are coming into parks 

because that's where the last populations 
are," says Jeff Ohlfs, a district ranger at 
Joshua Tree National Park in southern 
California. "Left alone, these animals 
and plants could reproduce and spread. 
We know from management issues 
involved in hunting and fishing, you 
don't shoot the last deer." 

And as populations of rare plants 
and animals become increasingly scarce, 
poachers are turning to cutting-edge 
technology to find and remove them. 

In a remote part of Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park, Tennessee, a 
ranger apprehended a man suspected of 
digging ginseng, a plant valued for the 
medicinal qualities of its root. The 
ranger seized a hand-held global posi
tioning system and walkie-talkie unit 
and quickly determined that the poach
er made three previous forays into the 
park, noting locations where he saw gin
seng. Rangers checked the sites immedi
ately, but the plants were gone. 

"Obviously, we're not 
dealing anymore with a guy 
in overalls, carrying a trow
el," says Jim Northup, chief 
ranger at Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park. 
"We've known for years 
that illegal hunters listen to 
park radio communications 
via scanners, and as better 

technology becomes available, we need 
to keep pace with the poachers." 

Despite a thinning in the ranks due 
to budget cuts and increasing duties, 
park rangers are fighting back by 
employing the same cutting-edge tech
nology and savvy strategies to safeguard 
our national treasures. 

Ken Johnson, a recently retired 
criminal investigator based at Shen
andoah National Park, cites a pilot pro
ject in which database information from 
scientists is merged with law enforce
ment violator information to under
stand patterns such as bear and gin
seng poaching, then predict where 
violators will be and successfully inter
cept them. 

Ginseng is federally protected as a 
species of "special concern, threatened 
due to exploitation." The plant can be 
legally harvested with proper permission 
on private and some public lands, 
including three national forests that 
adjoin the Great Smokies. Prime dried 
wild roots from legal harvest areas sell for 

$350 to $400 per pound and must be 
certified for transport across state or 
international boundaries. Ginseng roots 
constitute a large percentage of the 
$7 billion annual world trade in medici
nal herbs. Much of the herbs traded on 
the black market come from the Ap
palachian Mountains. Certain Asian 
buyers covet the ginseng roots stolen 
from national parks for their purity and 
physical appearance, important aspects 
of traditional healing treatments and use 
as an aphrodisiac. 

"I can't imagine people walking into 
the Smithsonian and carrying away arti
facts," says Jim Northup, yet he knows 
casual thieves and well-organized crime 
groups are stripping Appalachian parks 
of ginseng, goldenseal, and orchids. 
Illegal harvest of ginseng was so preva
lent in the Smokies during the 1990s 
that rangers seized 11,000 illicit roots. 

During the last eight years, Jim 
Corbin, a North Carolina Department 
of Agriculture plant protection specialist, 
has developed a simple procedure for 
tagging ginseng with benign material 
that contains magnetic coded marking 
chips and color-coded fluorescent dye. 
Together these ingredients produce an 
easily detected signature that infiltrates 
ginseng tissue and reveals the exact loca
tion plants have grown. Diggers appre
hended with contraband roots are cited, 
and dealers who purchase them may lose 
entire stocks worth thousands of dollars. 
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Visitors may never see 

the dedicated corps of 

uniformed and undercover 

agents who are guarding 

the cultural heritage and 

biological diversity within 

the National Park System. 

And that's a good thing— 

poachers may not 

accurately gauge their 

reach either, until 

it's too late. 

Teams of state and Park Service per
sonnel blitz the Smokies annually, mark
ing large numbers of plants in diverse 
locations, widening a protective barrier 
that is repelling poachers. "What we are 
doing is working," says Corbin. "When 
the program began, we started monitor
ing a stand of young ginseng located 
where poachers would plunder it—those 
plants have since tripled in size. In the 
past three years, we've also launched a 
serious crackdown on ginseng dealers 
[including use of canines trained to sniff 
out the roots], and all of them have been 
compliant." 

Encouraged by this successful mark
ing program, resource managers at Blue 
Ridge Parkway, Shenandoah, Mammoth 
Cave, Cumberland Gap, and several 
Canadian provincial parks are attaching 
similar signature markers to ginseng and 
other high-dollar poaching targets such 
as goldenseal, black cohosh, blue 
cohosh, bloodroot, lady's slipper orchids, 
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Horned lizards in Death Valley National 

Park are hot items in illegal pet trade. 

lilies, trillium, and galax. Similar tech
nology has been tested to deter theft of 
petrified wood from preserves in 
Arizona. 

Other tags are being used elsewhere 
in the Southwest to deter the theft of 
cacti, another plant under siege. The 
slow-growing plants take decades to 
reach landscape size, and the few nurs
eries that raise big specimens command 
huge prices for mature plants. In some 
states, cactus harvest is legal and regulat

ed on private or non-parkland, 
but many of these areas are 
devoid of plants, so national 
parks and other federal preserves 
become targets for poachers. 

Acting on a visitor's tip, 
rangers at Lake Mead National 
Recreation Area, Nevada, appre
hended an individual taking 
compass barrel cacti and selling 
them to commercial landscap-
ers; rangers estimated he had 
peddled a million dollars' worth 
of cacti before being discovered. 

The case prompted resource 
management specialist Alice 
Newton to develop a way to 
prove cacti were stolen from 
Lake Mead. After experimenta
tion, she developed a technique 
for using sterile needles to insert 
passive integrated transponder 
(PIT) tags into cacti (the inser
tion point heals so quickly that 
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In some Southwestern parks, cacti as large as Joshua trees are disappearing at alarming rates. 



How Park Visitors Can Help 
Prevent Poaching 

• Take an active interest in the park and learn about 
threatened resources. 

• Be aware of illegal activities, such as the collection of 
reptiles or theft of plants. 

• Note physical descriptions of suspicious individuals. 
Write down their vehicle descriptions and license plate 
numbers, where they are, when, and what they are doing. 

• Do not approach violators. 
• Call park rangers, dial 911, or report suspicious 

activities to the visitor center. 

marked cacti are undetectable to poach
ers). These tiny data chips, the size of a 
rice grain, can be programmed with 
location codes. Using a hand-held scan
ner, nursery inspectors and law enforce
ment officers can read the PIT code 
instantly. A database contains the precise 
location where the plant was tagged 
along with a physical description. The 
cost of initiating the cactus-tagging pro
gram was $37,000; scanners used by 
enforcement officers cost $2,000 each. 

In a highly publicized effort, New
ton and a trained crew of Student 
Conservation Association volunteers sys
tematically tagged cacti and stately 
Joshua trees throughout the 1.5-million-
acre preserve. Follow-up surveys have 
accounted for 99.6 percent of the 
marked plants, which are still healthy 
and growing exactly where they were 
tagged. The work has provided rangers 
with good baseline data and the tools 
and techniques that law enforcement 
needs to make a case in court. 

And working with outside law 
enforcement is key. Like many rangers, 
Robert E. Stinson, a district ranger at 
Saguaro National Park near Tucson, 
takes pride in making resource-related 
cases and never misses an opportunity to 

network with staff from 
other state and federal 
agencies. He's worked to 
educate Border Patrol 
officers, U.S. attorneys, 
and magistrates, letting 
them know that collect
ing is legal in some areas 
outside parks but not 
inside park boundaries. With their help, 
the park has taken a number of individ
uals to court for significant resource 
damage. In addition to fines, violators 
have received as much as she months in 
jail, a sentence that makes it clear the 
Park Service is serious about protecting 
resources. 

Cracking big poaching cases often 
requires long hours of surveillance and 
steely undercover work. For obvious 
reasons, those in the know won't tip 
their hands about ongoing investiga
tions, but Stinson, a second-generation 
park ranger, cites the ParkWatch pro
gram—pioneered at Blue Pudge Park
way two decades ago, before being intro
duced to many other parks—as essential 
to Saguaro's enforcement efforts. The 
park sends an annual newsletter to park 
neighbors, including a business card 
with 24-hour emergency phone num-

The lady's slipper orchids' fragile population status in the 

wild makes them a high-dollar poaching target. 

bers and tips on reporting suspicious 
activity. Saguaro also enlists help from 
many volunteers who frequently hike or 
ride horses in the park; most of them 
carry cell phones. 

Visitors may never see the dedicated 
corps of uniformed and undercover 
agents who guard the cultural heritage 
and biological diversity in the National 
Park System. And that's a good thing— 
poachers may not accurately gauge their 
reach either, until it's too late. w9 

Connie Toops is a photojournalist 

based in western North Carolina. 

She has contributed articles and 

photographs to National Parks 

since 1977. 
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A Warming Trend 
After a Chilly Reception 

Residents of Seward, Alaska, didn't embrace Kenai Fjords National Park 

when it was first created, but in the years since its inception, they've warmed up 

to the national park in their own backyard. 

By Bill Sherwoni t 

The Seward, Alaska, Chamber 
of Commerce proudly pro
claims this coastal town 
125 miles south of 

Anchorage as "The Gateway to Kenai 
Fjords National Park," and locals are 
quick to sing the park's praises when 
conversation turns to the topic. In 
fact, the community of 4,000 now so 
fully embraces Kenai Fjords, it's hard 
to imagine that Seward's residents 
once stood united in angry opposition 
to the adjacent 607,000-acre wilder

ness park along the Kenai Peninsula's 
southern edge. 

The turnabout in local attitudes, 
along with the national park's pivotal 
role in Seward's transition from a 
resource-extraction economy to one 
dependent on tourism, makes this one 
of the National Park Service's grand suc
cess stories. 

Many of the people who today sing 
Kenai Fjords' praises the loudest were 
once among its staunchest opponents. 
Pam Oldow is one. In the 1970s, she 
and other members of the Seward City 
Council and Kenai Peninsula Borough 

lem recalling the reasons for his opposi
tion. A resident of Seward for more than 
50 years, Schaefermeyer is a former city 
administrator who now manages the 
Alaska Sealife Center. But in the mid-
1970s, while employed by Sen. Ted 
Stevens (R-Alaska), he worked on a plan 
to establish a national recreation area 
near Seward, in part, to increase devel
opment opportunities; a park seemed far 
more restrictive. Like Alaskans around 
the state, Schaefermeyer worried that the 
Park Service would lock up local lands, 
cutting off access and halting economic 
opportunities. 

Assembly passed resolutions opposing 
the proposed park. But the 30 years in 
between have changed her perspective. 

"Oh, it's a great thing, one of the 
best things that ever happened to 
Seward," Oldow says. When asked why 
she initially fought the park, she admits, 
"It's hard to say exactly why—I think 
more than anything, it was fear of the 
unknown, a fear that the park would 
somehow hurt Seward." 

Darryl Schaefermeyer has no prob-

"You have to understand," 
Schaefermeyer says, "Seward's economy 
was horrible in the '70s. We were still 
suffering from the economic damage of 
the '64 earthquake, unemployment was 
more than 30 percent in winter, and the 
town had a very small tax base. We were 
worried that a park would hurt the econ
omy even more." 

Bev Dunham, a Seward resident for 
58 years and founding publisher of 
Seward's weekly newspaper, the Phoenix 
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Viewing wildlife, such as humpback whales (above), provides natural thrills and boosts 

Seward's economy. Frozen vistas in Kenai Fjords (left) lure visitors year-round. 



A P o r t r a i t of K e n a i F j o r d s 

At the southern edge of the Kenai Peninsula, 607,805-acre Kenai Fjords 
is a place of abundant marine wildlife, tidewater glaciers, and the 
coastal fjords for which the park is named. The fjords were original

ly formed high in the Kenai Mountains as basins carved into the rock by 
glaciers. Tectonic forces created the narrow, steep-sided valleys now filled 
with seawater and accessible only by boat or floatplane. 

High above the rugged coastline is the park's most dominant feature—the 
Harding Icefield. This 300-square-mile icefield feeds dozens of glaciers; six 
flow right into the ocean. These tidewater glaciers frequently calve ice
bergs, creating thunderous booms that can be heard 20 miles away. 

Though they barely touch the park's outermost fringes, Seward-based 
coastal tours introduce visitors to glaciers, fjords, and a wide range of 
Alaska's marine life, from killer and humpback whales to sea otters, harbor 
seals, sea lions, bald eagles, tufted and horned puffins, kittiwakes, cor
morants, and numerous other seabirds. 

For all of Kenai Fjords' coastal splendors, its chief attraction is an inland 
glacier, reached by a nine-mile spur off the Seward Highway. A gentle trail 
leads to Exit Glacier's snout; the steeper four-mile Harding Icefield Trail 
takes ambitious hikers to an alpine overlook. Although most people see and 
touch only the park's outermost fringes, those who go beyond the coastal 
tours and limited trail system are practically guaranteed solitude in the 
wilderness of one of America's premier marine parklands. 

Like most Alaska parks, Kenai Fjords has few visitor facilities. Park head
quarters and the visitor center are located in Seward (907-224-3175, 
www.nps.gov/kefj), and a small walk-in campground and winter-use-only 
public cabin are located near Exit Glacier. Three other public-use cabins are 
scattered along the outer coast for summer explorers. 

—BS 

Log, adds that a long history of distrust 
contributed to local opposition. "A lot of 
the old-timers, including members of 
my own family, had been involved in 
mining," says Dunham. "Years before, 
the Forest Service had gone in and torn 
down or burned old mining cabins all 
over the Kenai Peninsula [within the 
Chugach National Forest]. People feared 
the Park Service would finish the job and 
destroy what was left of our mining her
itage. So naturally there was a lot of 
resentment." 

Two things changed local attitudes: 
The Park Service staff assigned to Kenai 
Fjords became the best of neighbors, and 
the park helped to establish a new, thriv

ing industry that put Seward back on the 
map—tourism. 

Oldow, Schaefermeyer, and others 
point to Dave Moore as the person 
responsible for turning local attitudes 
around. Kenai Fjords' first superinten
dent knew that many locals resented the 
new park. 

Although Moore says the resistance 
was palpable, he chose to embrace his 
new community rather than be defen
sive. He and his family became active 
members of a local church, cheered on 
their sons at high school basketball 
games, and joined various community 
organizations. Moore was also wise 
enough to put the park's headquarters in 

town, recognizing that it would pull 
people into Seward. The park's small 
staff followed Moore's lead: They 
entered a float in Seward's Fourth of 
July parade, volunteered with local 
groups, and settled in as fully partici
pating residents. 

By 1974, Moore had earned the 
respect and admiration of the communi
ty, and the park's economic benefits to 
Seward were obvious. So when Moore 
asked a couple of local businessmen if 
the city might rescind its 1975 resolu
tion opposing the park, the city council 
and borough assembly went even fur
ther: Members passed new resolutions 
welcoming Kenai Fjords and the Park 
Service to Seward. 

The legacy begun by Moore was 
continued by Superintendent Anne 
Castellina, who arrived in Seward in 
January 1988 and remained for 16 years. 
Like Moore, Castellina quickly im
mersed herself in the community and 
encouraged her staff to do the same, and 
she, too, was embraced by the town. 
"Becoming part of things just seemed 
natural; I felt like I'd come home," she 
explains. "One of the things we [in the 
Park Service] haven't done so well is to 
recognize that while we're involved in 
managing a parkland, we're also part of a 
human community. We need to partici
pate in that, too." 

Admittedly, Castellina had the good 
fortune of inheriting a park without hot-
button issues tied to subsistence and 
motorized access, a fact that smoothed 
the acceptance of park employees. It also 
helped that by the time Castellina 
arrived on the scene, the park had given 
Seward newfound status as Kenai Fjords' 
principal gateway. And locals had 
learned firsthand that parks are big busi
ness. Still, the best was yet to come. 

A New York Times article on the 
park and Seward sparked tourism 
growth, and aggressive state-funded 
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marketing also drew increased attention 
to the area. So, in its own way, did the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill: Scores of workers 
saw the landscape's wild beauty while 
based in Seward, a key staging area for 
much of the spill clean-up. 

The numbers tell much of the story. 
In 1982, the first year that such statistics 
were kept, some 16,000 people visited 
Kenai Fjords. By 1986, Moore's last year, 
recreational visits had jumped to 54,000, 
and they pushed above 100,000 by 
1991. Visitation continued its precipi
tous rise, to more than 200,000 in 1994 
and 300,000 in 1997. The numbers 
have dropped slightly since that peak 
year, but Kenai Fjords remains one of 

Alaska's most popular parklands. 
An even better measure of the park's 

growing influence on Seward's economy 
is the town's coastal wildlife tour indus
try. In the years before Kenai Fjords' cre
ation, only Pam Oldow and her husband 
Don took wildlife watchers out on the 
ocean. Over the course of a season, they 
might haul a few hundred people in 
their small boat. Nowadays, the three 
companies that operate coastal tours and 
associated lodges do more than $ 10 mil
lion worth of business, taking some 
70,000 passengers on cruises into the 
steep-walled fjords for which the park 
is named. 

In 2001, a study conducted by the 

Homed puffins are among Alaska s most 

notable and charismatic marine birds. 

Seward's economy boomed when residents learned to filter adventure-hungry visitors through their shops and tour companies. 
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Downtown Seward in the early 1900s epito

mized an industrial culture rooted in mining. 

Seward's economic success story 

can be a critical tool in ensuring that 

national parks receive the staff 

and money they need. 

University of Alaska—Anchorages Insti
tute of Social and Economic Research 
(ISER) revealed that "most of the eco
nomic growth, particularly since 1990, 
[was] driven by the visitor industry" and 
"Kenai Fjords National Park is widely 
regarded as the primary magnet, along 
with recreational fishing, for most of this 
growth.... The national park status has 
also elevated the profile of Seward as a 
visitor destination across the country 
and indeed the world." 

No economic-impact statistics are 
available from the 
park's early years, 
but using the Park 
Service's own num
bers, the ISER report 
estimates that park 
visitors spent about 
$6 million while vis
iting the Seward area 

in 1990. By 2001, the Park Service esti
mated total visitor spending had more 
than doubled to $15.7 million, with an 
additional $6 million in secondary 
benefits. From 1980 through the end of 
the '90s, Seward's visitor-related job 
growth—most of it tied to Kenai 
Fjords—averaged 5.9 percent annual
ly, compared with only 2.1 percent for 
the rest of the economy. 

Jim Stratton, regional director of 
NPCA's Alaska office, believes that 
Seward's economic success story can be a 
critical tool in promoting the impor
tance of ensuring that national parks 
receive the staff and money they need. 

"We need to get business and polit
ical leaders involved in our efforts to 
properly fund and maintain parks," 
Stratton says. "One way to get them 
engaged is to demonstrate the impor
tance of parks to local economies. We 

Harbor seals lounging on rocky outcrops in the fjords are among the many wildlife attractions in the park. 
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can show it's worth the investment." 

Today Kenai Fjords is the center
piece of Seward's tourism industry, the 
key to its economic health. In 2004, 
Kenai Fjords issued 90 business permits 
to companies operating in the park, 
from air-taxi services to vehicle tours and 
backpacking, hiking, and kayaking 
guides. Meanwhile dozens of hotels, 
lodges, bed and breakfasts, restaurants, 
rental outfits, and gift shops outside the 
park attract people in search of a wilder
ness park experience. Even former 
naysayers now describe Kenai Fjords as 
Seward's primary economic engine and a 
valued part of the local community. 

It is certainly no small achievement 
in a state where many residents continue 
to harbor resentment toward the Park 
Service, former President Jimmy Carter, 
and the landmark legislation Carter 
signed that so greatly expanded the 
nation's wilderness parklands—the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Con
servation Act, or ANILCA, signed into 
law nearly a quarter-century ago. 

"I admit it, my attitude has changed 
180 degrees," Schaefermeyer says. "The 
park has been a marvelous success, and 
most people in Seward today would 
speak highly of having it here. Kenai 
Fjords has become the backbone of the 
economy and a source of pride. And its 
staff—from the superintendents on 
down—have been good neighbors, good 
friends." »9 

Anchorage nature writer Bill Sherwonit 

is the author of ten books about 

Alaska. He last wrote for 

National Parks about the effects of 

global climate change on Alaska. 

Exit Glacier in Kenai Fjords welcomes visitors in spring. 
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R A R E A N D E N D A N G E R E D 

More Than Meets the Eye 
By Amy M. Leinbach 

At first glance, the rock gnome 
lichen may not look like 
much—a mere crusty, green 

growth, easily overlooked in the dramat
ic landscapes where it occurs. But this 
Plain Jane combination of fungi and 
algae actually boasts ancient origins and 
exotic family ties—and for more 
than a decade, scientists have 
puzzled over the causes of its 
decline and what the lichen's 
disappearance would mean 
for the national parks and 
the broader ecosystems 
where it's found. 

A member of the 
reindeer moss family, 
the rock gnome is the 
only species in its 
genus to grow in 
North America. Its 
closest relatives live in 
the Himalayas and the 
highest mountains of 
eastern Asia, including 
Japan. Like other lichens, the 
rock gnome is thought to be 
among Earth's first colonizers, 
clinging to rock surfaces and dissolv
ing nutrients in the soil, allowing other 
plants like mosses to move in. 

Scattered along high, rocky peaks 
and moist, deep river gorges throughout 
the Southeast, including the Blue Ridge 
Parkway and Great Smoky Mountains 
National Park, the rock gnome lichen 

Amy M. Leinbach is assistant editor 
for National Parks magazine. 

was federally listed as endangered in 
January 1995. At the time, 32 popula
tions were known to exist in the coun
try—only seven covering areas larger 
than two square meters. Most covered 
about a yard or less. Since then, the total 
number of populations has risen to 49. 

Evidence shows that certain human 
activities continue to affect the species' 
status. Hikers, rock climbers, and sight
seers flock to Appalachian summits for 
grand scenic views and athletic thrills, 
unaware of the rare and delicate plant 
life under foot. "There are places in the 

Blue Ridge Parkway where you can see 
footsteps where people have walked [on 
the lichen]," says Chris Ulrey, a plant 
ecologist for the park. "No matter how 
well we 'sign' a place—whether we use 
interpretive signs or more law enforce
ment types—people continue to go into 
these closed areas. If people really want 
to help, they should stay on trails and 
help us police these areas." 

An elusive battle exists between 
illegal collectors and park staff 

stretched thin, unable to mon
itor remote areas where the 

plant occurs. Poached rock 
gnome lichen has a zero 
life expectancy, but col
lectors infatuated with 
owning a rare species 
harvest dwindling pop
ulations anyway. 

Invasive species 
and dangerously high 
acidity from air pollu

tion may play a role in 
population decline as 

well. The balsam and 
hemlock wooly adelgids 

destroy Frasier firs and hem
locks that play vital roles in bal

ancing ecosystems where the rock 
gnome exists. Streambeds with 

dwindling hemlock populations lose 
shade, causing a change in air moisture. 
Because of the lichen's demand for a pre
cise amount of light and moisture, it 
cannot adapt quickly enough to such 
abrupt habitat changes. 

But perhaps most perplexing to sci
entists is the potential effect of air quali
ty on the lichen. Former U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) biologist Nora 
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Murdock, now a National Park Service 
(NPS) ecologist, worked side-by-side 
with Yuri Martin, a lichenologist from 
Estonia who travels the globe using 
lichens to monitor air pollution. As part 
of the FWS endangered species pro
gram, they performed intensive sam
pling from rock gnome lichen tissue 
throughout its southeastern range. Al
though end results showed no direct link 
between air pollution and the rock 
gnome, Murdock says that does not 
mean there isn't one, because "air pollu
tion is a good guess for any declining 
plant." 

A majority of rock gnome popula
tions exist at high altitudes, relying on 
the moisture from clouds. These clouds 
may contain large amounts of contami
nants produced by nearby coal-burning 
power plants and vehicular traffic. 
According to the Park Service, local rain
fall in the Great Smoky Mountains is 
five to ten times more acidic than nor-

"The more you look into the connections, the more 

you realize how complex everything is...and how desperately 

dangerous it is to let these species slip away from us." 

mal rain, and clouds covering the moun-
taintops are often 100 times more acidic, 
resulting in increased damage to vegeta
tion at higher elevations. "It would prob
ably be foolish to assume that air quality 
does not have an effect on the lichen, but 
it's a hard thing to prove," Ulrey says, 
mostly because such monitoring is cost
ly and not an option with current park 
budgets. "Funding is always an issue 
with us. People should write to their 
politicians to boost funding for rare 
species monitoring and recovery." 

Until funding is increased, he says, 
the best park rangers and others can do 
is to protect known populations from 
visitor threats and strive to obtain the 
quantitative data they're currently lack
ing. Within the parks, Ulrey adds, pop

ulations appear to be stable—but as air 
quality declines, the rock gnome lichen 
may decline with it. 

"For the majority of people in this 
country, their day-to-day lives certainly 
wouldn't be impacted if the rock gnome 
lichen disappeared," Murdock says. "But 
it's one more brick out of the foundation 
of the building, and we don't know 
enough about what it's connected to and 
what it's holding up. Maybe you can get 
away with pulling one brick out—but 
then you take another, and another, and 
at some point you take the final one. 
The more you look into the connec
tions, the more you realize how complex 
everything is, how little we know, and 
how desperately dangerous it is to let 
these species slip away from us." • 

Concerned about the future of 
America's national parks? 
Assist in the protection of our national treasures for future generations 

by including NPCA in your will or trust. 

Create a legacy that will last beyond your lifetime with a planned 
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To receive our free brochure, How to Make a Will That Works, call 
our toll-free number 1-877-468-5775, visit our web site, 
www.npca.org/giftplanning, or return the form below. 

NPCA Gift Planning Department 
1300 19th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036 
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P A R K M Y S T E R I E S 

Fireworks from the Hawaiian volcano, Kilauea, on the Big Island. 

By Scott Kirkwood 

The very origins of the word 
volcano are founded in myth: 
Ancient civilizations believed 

that the lava and ash that erupted from 
the Earth came from the forge of Vulcan, 
the blacksmith of the Roman gods, who 
created thunderbolts for Jupiter, king of 
the gods, and weapons for Mars, god of 
war. Even as science has replaced the 
myth, volcanoes remain among the 
more mysterious phenomena in nature. 

"It's very difficult to see what's going 
on under the earth," says Don Swanson, 
geologist with the U.S. Geological 
Survey, working out of the Hawaiian 
Volcano Observatory in Hawaii Volca
noes National Park. "We can talk about 
volcanoes in general terms, but we cer
tainly don't understand everything there 
is to know about them." 

Scott Kirkwood is senior editor for 
National Parks magazine. 

Scientists know a lot more about volcanoes than 

they did just a few decades ago, but these geo

logical marvels remain a mystery in many ways. 

That talk has increased in recent 
months, as eruptions at Mount St. Hel
ens, a U.S. Forest Service site, garnered 
headlines, and geologists singled out vol
canoes within the National Park System 
that are primed and ready to erupt, 
including Mauna Loa in Hawaii Vol
canoes National Park. What's brought 
them to this point, and what prompts 
scientists to make such predictions? 

Like earthquakes, volcanic erup
tions are caused by incredible friction in 
the Earth's plates, miles below the sur
face, which explains why it's tough to re
cord conditions or predict the timing of 
the eventual outcome. Most of the infor
mation that scientists can gather comes 

from seismometers, which measure 
tremors miles underground, and global 
positioning satellites, which measure 
swelling in the volcano and shifts in the 
Earth's surface as small as a millimeter. 

Whereas most earthquakes are the 
result of two plates shifting and rub
bing against each other as they pass in 
opposite directions, volcanoes are the 
result of a direct collision that forces 
one plate deeper into the Earth, making 
for a more violent impact. When one 
plate is pushed down about 100 miles 
into the Earth's hot mantle, complex 
chemical changes result in new magma, 
or liquid rock, which rises to the Earth's 
surface. 
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Of course, every rule has 
its exceptions. 

"Hawaiian volcanoes are 
very different from Mount St. 
Helens and all other volcanoes 
in the Cascade Mountain 
Range and most other na
tional parks," says Swanson. 
"The Hawaiian islands are sit
uated on top of a hot spot, 
kind of a Bunsen burner that 
causes magma to rise from the 
moving Pacific plate above." 

Many of us have seen the brilliant 
images of Hawaiian volcanoes erupting, 
as bright orange geysers of lava bubble 
over the landscape; but most of us also 
watched as Mount St. Helens cleared its 
throat recently, spurting ash and rock 
into the air, even turning the skies gray 
for a few months in 1980. What makes 
these eruptions so different? Two major 
factors: the amount of gas generated by 
the underground activity, combined 

Mount St Helens made a few newspaper headlines in 2004, 

but its 1980 eruption dominated frontpages for weeks. 

with the viscosity (or thickness) of the 
liquid rock. 

"If you have a relatively low gas con
tent and low viscosity [or thin liquid], 
you'll get the Hawaiian type of eruption, 
with slow lava coming out and gas escap
ing," says Swanson. "But with the oppo
site^—lots of gas and viscous, sticky liq
uid—gas bubbles form as the magma 
rises, but they can't easily escape, which 
can lead to a great buildup of pressure 
and a violent eruption." Geologists like 

to compare the mechanics to a 
shaken bottle of soda—the 
shaking activates the gases in 
the liquid, and as they emerge, 
so too does the soda. If the liq
uid is more like cold molasses, 
more pressure is needed to 
expel the contents, and the 
process can be much more 
sudden and violent. 

In spite of the progress of 
science, myths and legends 

still have a place in the way many people 
interpret and understand volcanoes. Ac
cording to early Hawaiian traditions, a 
violent struggle between the goddess Pele 
and her sister created the Hawaiian is
lands, the trail of destruction and renew
al left in their wake. Scientists have even 
adopted the myth, in a way: To this day, 
long thin strands of volcanic glass creat
ed by eruptions on Hawaiian islands are 
called Pele's hair, a fitting tribute to the 
Hawaiian goddess of volcanoes. • 
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R E F L E C T I O N S 

A Forgotten Generation 
The path blazed by the first generation of 

park rangers was nearly overgrown until one 

man stumbled upon it 100 years later. 

By Shel ton Johnson 

Iwandered into Yosemite's Research 
Library one day and was talking to 
the librarian when I noticed an old 

photograph. I took a closer look at the 
image and read the caption. It was a pic
ture of the 24th Mounted Infantry taken 
somewhere in Yosemite in 1899. During 
the Indian War, the 24th was one of a 
handful of African-American Army regi
ments that became known as Buffalo 
Soldiers. 

In 1903, four troops of the 9th Cav
alry were among the first "rangers" as

signed to protect Yosemite and Sequoia 
&c General Grant (Kings Canyon) na
tional parks. For me, as an African-Amer
ican park ranger, seeing this photograph 
was like stumbling on my own family 
while traveling in a foreign country. 

I had no idea that 100 years ago 
these men had been entrusted with the 
protection of Yosemite National Park. 
Although Id been a park ranger at 
Yosemite for ten years, I had never read 
this information or heard another ranger 
tell the story. But there, staring at me 

across a gulf of 100 years, were these 
black soldiers who had overcome obsta
cles that made my own challenges seem 
insignificant. Immediately I wanted to 
know their names, to find out as much 
as I could about them. Somehow, they 
had nearly disappeared from Yosemite's 
history. If it weren't for this one photo
graph, who would know or care that 
they ever existed? 

Most of Yosemite's military history 
is fairly well documented. Before the cre
ation of the Park Service in 1916, the 
U.S. Army was charged with protecting 
Yellowstone, Yosemite, and Sequoia & 
General Grant (Kings Canyon) national 
parks. With millions of acres of land set 
aside for preservation, the Department 
of Interior called on what was then the 
War Department for assistance—to pro
tect Yellowstone's fragile geothermal 
wonders and ancient groves of giant 
sequoias in the Sierra Nevada, and to 
preserve the sanctity of the parks from 
those who sought them out for exploita
tion rather than inspiration. 

In 1903, nearly 400 African-
American soldiers made the dusty jour
ney on horseback from the Presidio in 
San Francisco to Yosemite. During this 
time, African-Americans occupied the 
lowest rung on the social ladder. Most of 
the jobs available to "colored folks" were 
menial, labor-intensive, and rarely con
sidered professional. Segregation was 
widespread, and lynchings were com
mon. One of the few paths out of this 
morass was through the military: The 
Army provided a vocation, training, 
room and board, and a pension. It also 
provided a sense of self-esteem; the uni
form provided pride in country. 

Even though these soldiers had the 
same responsibilities as their Euro-
American counterparts, the burden of 
race weighed on them heavily. On the 
one hand, the Buffalo Soldiers were sent 
to protect parks, routinely telling white 
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visitors what they 
could and could not 
do. On the other, 
these soldiers were a 
part of a larger society 
that had difficulty see
ing them as symbols of 
authority. In spite of 
these challenges, the 
Buffalo Soldiers ful
filled their mission. 
The discovery of these 
men and their mission 
inspired me, as a Park 
Service ranger who is 
also African American, 
to speak directly to 
them, to tell them that 
they weren't forgotten. 
The following "Letter 
to Dead Soldiers" is 
the result. 

Ranger Shelton Johnson (right) wears the traditional uniform of 

the Buffalo Soldier. Johnson discovered that black soldiers 

were stationed at Yosemite in the early 1900s and has incorpo

rated their history into the stories he tells about the past. 

Dear Men, 

Forgive me for not tori ting sooner, but 

I only recently discovered that the dead 

do not completely vanish from this 

Earth. I realize now that death does 

not come when the heart stops beating, 

but when we are forgotten. How can 

something as substantial as a column 

of 26 men riding side by side on a 

dusty road leave no imprint on the 

ground or a sound in the sky? 

A century's accumulation of dust 

has buried the 14 days it took for you 

to travel from San Francisco to 

Yosemite. Yet, there you are astride 

your horses in a Yosemite that is as close 

as the open window of my office. When 

you arrived here, the stockmen noticed 

your presence and avoided you. Your 

arrival was of little concern to sheep-

herders whose flocks grazed on the 

parklands illegally. Those men knew 

the country better than you, and ran 

their sheep far from the trails you 

patrolled. A million acres is a lot of 

space for men to cover. It was easy in 

your time to avoid the presence of other 

people, and to lose yourself in Yosemite. 

I think that I understand why you 

joined the army. You had few choices, 

and a military career provided a sense 

of dignity, respect, and a pension upon 

retirement. I imagine the hardships 

you endured in America and in service 

abroad. You left loved ones behind who 

cherished your memory. You risked 

your lives so that the lives of your 

brothers and sisters, mothers and 

fathers, would be better. You are more 

than just soldiers of the 24th Regiment 

of Infantry, and this story is bigger 

than just a chapter in Yosemite's mili

tary history. 

How can I reach across 100 years 

and hold out my hand for you to take? 

How can I convince people that you are 

not dead but live on? Not just in docu

ments and old photographs, or even in 

the park ranger uniform I wear, but as 

real soldiers surviving into the present? 

Because I choose to remember you, you 

live on in me. I know your lives had 

meaning to black folks. 

The deeper we gaze into the past, 

the better we recognize ourselves in 

other places and other times. You, who 

are soldiers, who are family, have given 

me that story. In so doing, you have 

ensured yourself a presence in Yosemite. 

Thank you for clearing the trail that I 

followed 100 years later. You cannot 

imagine how your passage has made 

my journey infinitely easier. 

This article first appeared in the 
Summer/Fall 2003 edition of the 
Yosemite Guide (Vol. XXXII, No. 1). • 

Shelton Johnson, a Yosemite ranger 

since 1993, is a former recipient of the 

Freeman Tilden Award, the highest 

honor given those who work in interpre

tation within the National Park Service. 
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Frozen winter landscapes, like this Lake McDonald scene in Glacier National Park, Montana, provide a serene escape in the off-season. 
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A Change of Scenery 
Hundreds of thousands of visitors flock to our nation's Western parks every summer, 

but the quieter winter months showcase their beauty in an entirely different light. 



By Amy Grisak 

The dazzling landscapes of some 
of our icon parks take on a new 
beauty when they're covered 

with snow. Some of the parks are best 
seen in the off-season. Crowds and traf
fic dwindle and in some parts of the 
parks, the only noise you hear is the 
sound of skis gliding through the snow 
and your own rhythmic breathing. The 
beauty of the landscape and the oppor
tunities for solitude and wildlife viewing 
make it worthwhile to visit some of our 
more popular parks when they are snow
bound. Join us as we explore Glacier, 
Yellowstone, Sequoia-Kings Canyon, 
and Yosemite national parks in the 
snowy season. 

Glacier National Park 

Although the park's main thoroughfare, 
Going-to-the-Sun Road, is closed to 
vehicles at the head of Lake McDonald, 
the park remains open for winter sports 
enthusiasts to enjoy on snowshoes or 
skis. Look for animal tracks along Lake 
McDonald's snow-covered beach, or 
venture up the Camas Road on the 
opposite side of the lake. The visitor cen
ter at Apgar is open on weekends, so 
park rangers can offer advice to match 
your skill level. The park's historic lodges 
are buttoned up tight for the long win
ter, but a few nearby inns remain open 
for off-season guests. 

About 30 miles east of West Glacier, 
along Highway 2, the Izaak Walton Inn 
in Essex sits tucked back at the end of a 
long corridor of trees. The building was 
constructed in 1939 as housing for rail
road workers, but for the last 25 years it 
has served as a haven for vacationers. 
With Glacier Park to the south and the 
Great Bear Wilderness to the north, 
adventurous guests have nearly a million 
acres of ground to play in. For those who 
prefer indoor activities, the comfortable 

Izaak Walton Inn sits on the doorstep of Glacier National Park's most remote destinations. 

chairs around the fireplace invite you to 
curl up and read a good book. Kids can 
spend time indoors, playing pool, ping-
pong, or one of the many board games, 
or outdoors on an ice rink where skates 
are available for rent. 

Situated one-quarter of a mile from 
the Walton Ranger Station at the south
ern border of the park, the Izaak Walton 
Inn is an ideal jumping-off point for 
those who wish to explore more remote 
areas. Near Marias Pass, the Autumn 
Creek Trail offers stunning views of the 
rugged eastern range and good opportu
nities to glimpse wildlife, including 
moose and coyotes. The Izaak Walton 
also offers winter packages that include 
several days of guided trips into 
Glacier and use of its groomed trails 
directly adjacent to the inn. 

Yellowstone National Park 

If it's obvious that Glacier National Park 
was created by ice, you can just as easily 
imagine Yellowstone's fiery birth even 
when it's blanketed with snow. Hot 
pools and geysers gurgle through the icy 
landscape, creating a surreal vision of 
bison and elk enveloped in a heavy mist. 

Yellowstone's bison take on a mystical 

appearance in the icy landscape. 

The best way to view wildlife while 
enjoying the quiet of the park in winter 
is on cross-country skis. Visitors also can 
enjoy a comfortable ride aboard a snow 
coach—a heated bus modified to drive 
over the snow-packed roads—or the ski 
shuttle, which takes visitors to various 
drop-off points. Rangers will remind 
you to stay on the marked trails and 
never approach a thermal feature: It 
might be tempting, but the surrounding 
ground can be unstable. 
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Geological wonders like this surreal geyser scene are only a snow coach ride away from Yellowstone's Old Faithful Snow Lodge. 

Located near the otherworldly 
steaming tiers of the Mammoth Terrace, 
Mammoth Hot Springs Hotel and 
Cabins are open from late December to 
early March. The hotel was built in the 
1890s by the U.S. Army as part of Fort 
Yellowstone, which was established to 
protect the new park from poachers and 
souvenir hunters. It soon became the 
starting point for travelers. Now the 
hotel offers a variety of rooms with and 
without private baths, and cabins range 
from bare-bones economy lodging to 
suites boasting a hot tub on the front 
porch, where you can view wildlife while 

soaking your tired muscles. 
The Old Faithful Snow Lodge and 

Cabins stand where the employee dor
mitory once stood, but the construction 
in 1998 stayed true to the classic "parki-
tecture" style with large exterior log 
columns and a lobby fireplace that 
extends two stories high. The comfort
able rooms are decorated with wildlife 
and rustic themes and are cozy in even 
the harshest storm. The best way to 
reach Old Faithful is by snow coach 
from any of the open entrances or 
Mammoth Hot Springs. Although the 
Old Faithful Snow Lodge can be great in 

Snowshoers trek across Yellowstone's Hayden Valley. 

winter, the noise and exhaust from 
snowmobiles can mar the experience. 

If the idea of learning the natural 
history and geology of the park while 
traveling with a small group suits your 
taste, join a naturalist on one of the 
interpretive programs hosted by the Park 
Service or those held in coordination 
with the Yellowstone Association. 
Participants can snowshoe through ther
mal basins, ski around geysers, and trav
el aboard a snow coach to the Grand 
Canyon of Yellowstone. Be sure to bring 
your camera, adequate clothing, snacks, 
and water. And remember, it's better to 
enjoy the wildlife from a distance. 

Sequoia-Kings Canyon 
National Parks 

Although Sequoia became the country's 
second national park in 1890, it's still 
one of the more remote parks in 
California. John Muir called it the "Gem 
of the Sierra" and would have been 
pleased with the addition of Kings 
Canyon to the north in 1940. The com
bined parks boast the largest trees in the 
world, including the General Sherman 
tree, which stands 275 feet tall. The best 
way to appreciate these giants is to leave 
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First-Ever Wolf-Themed Train Set by 
Award-Winning Wildlife Artist, Al Agnew. 

The full moon casts its silvery glow over the snow-kissed forest, 
idenly, the silence of this crystal-clear night is broken by a proud howl that stirs deep 

into your soul. It is the majestic timber wolf, one of the most revered and sacred animals in 
all Native American culture. You'll encounter the majesty of this noble animal on the Silver 
Moon Express. An heirloom quality train with impeccably authentic details, it's beautifully 
embellished with the breathtaking and dramatic wolf artistry of Al Agnew. As you watch its 
old-fashioned steam engine pulling the richly decorated cars chugging around the track, 
you'll find yourself surrendering to the powerful call of the wild. 

Begin with Set One, the Steam Locomotive and Coal Tender, With its precision detailing 
and Agnew artwork, the 2-6-0 steam engine looks incredible and can be yours for three easy 
payments of $23.31*. Soon, you can look forward to adding coordinating Silver Moon Express 
passenger cars—and FREE nickel silver tracks and power-pack—sent about every other 
month. Don't wait to order.You need send no money now, just complete and mail the coupon. 

collivllbli".todaycom Home of Hawthorne Village and All Things Collectible ©2004 Hawthorne Village 9T371-BICC 
©Agnew 2004 Al Agnew® is a registered trademark ot The Al Agnew collection Trust. 

SILVER MOON 
EXPRESS 

•Yours at an exceptional 
low price, Hawthorne 
Village's exclusive illumi
nated electric steam-train 
set is precision-scaled 

•Featuring original work 
by award-winning wildlife 
artist, Al Agnew 

•Each car is beautifully 
adorned with gleaming 
silver accents 

•An heirloom quality On30 
scale train: O scale train 
that runs on HO gauge track 

•Power-pack and nickel 
silver E-Z Track9 elevated 
roadbed FREE—a $60 value 

Rl 1 tracks k Power-Pack—J 
Limited Time Otter—Please Respond Promptly 

Y e S ! Please enter my order for the Silver Moon Express illumi
nated electric train set, beginning with the Steam Locomotive 
and Tender as described in this announcement. I need SEND 
NO MONEY NOW. 

Mrs. Mr. Ms. 
Name IT-LEASE PRINT CLEARLY) 

Apt No 

City 

Signature 

State Zip 

4 9 1 7 7 - E 2 6 3 0 1 

* Plus $7.99 shipping and service. Illinois residents add state sales tax 
Pending credit approval. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery 

Hawthorne Village, 9210 N. Maryland Street 
Niles IL 60714-1322 

Answer the Call of the Wild Aboard the 

SILVER MOON EXPRESS 

IHAWTHORW. 

Address 

Climb aboard the Silver Moon Express and experience the timeless strength of the tvotf and the power of the wild. 



Sequoia's modern Wuksachi Lodge maintains the traditional look of the high Sierras, 

the vehicle at the lodge and ventute out 
on skis, snowshoes, of, later in the sea
son, on foot. By February, the foothills 
often melt off and unveil an early display 
of wildflowers. 

Wuksachi Lodge is a new facility 

located four miles from the Giant Forest, 
where a multitude of trails wind through 
the cathedral of behemoths. This fully 
modern lodge offers many guest ameni
ties, yet remains dedicated to the tradi
tional look of the high Sierras. Built 

Books for Map Lovers 

Mapping the Future of America's 
National Parks: Stewardship through 
Geographic Information Systems 

Learn how the National Park Service uses advanced 
mapping technology in stewardship of our coun
try's magnificent yet fragile wilderness heritage 
Includes more than 250 color photos. 

$26.95 • ISBN 1-58948-080-5 
158 pages* 12" x 10" 

Cartographica Extraordinaire: 
The Historical Map Transformed 

Book News calls it "the most beautiful book 
of 2004, probably of the decade. Restores faith 
in U.S. bookmaking." 

$79.95 • ISBN 1-58948-044-9 
160 pages* 13" x 14" 

Order at www.esri.com/esripress. 

. , . , , . , 1 , 1 • : , . , . , , k i , I I , , „ , „ . , . . , , , . ! 

Wuksachi Lodge is a new 

facility located four miles from 

the Giant Forest, where a multi

tude of trails wind through the 

cathedral of behemoths. 

from cedar and stone, the lodge sits on a 
rocky outcropping blending into the 
natural surroundings. From the nearby 
day-use area of Lodgepole, most of the 
trails make for a six-mile round-trip 
journey with skill levels ranging from 
easy flat courses to difficult routes filled 
with steep inclines. 

The John Muir Lodge, located 
along Highway 180 in the Grant Grove 
area of Kings Canyon, is an intimate 
hostelry with modern and clean but 
spartan rooms. The main lobby's focal 
point is the impressive fireplace graced 
with a redwood mantle, where folks 
often gather to socialize in a slower-
paced setting reminiscent of a bygone 
era. The lodge is within walking distance 
of Grant Grove, an area of giant sequoias 
that includes the General Grant tree— 
the only living object to be declared a 
U.S. National Shrine, a memorial to 
those who died in war. 

Yosemite National Park 

Even before national parks existed, 
President Abraham Lincoln granted the 
land in the Yosemite Valley to the state of 
California as a public trust. This land of 
granite mountains and roaring waterfalls 
takes on a new look during the winter 
months. Many of the facilities remain 
open year-round. 

Cross-country skiing and snow-
shoeing are popular sports in the higher 
elevations, and because much of the val
ley often remains free of snow, visitors 
can hike many of the trails in winter. 
Sledding at the Curry Village toboggan 
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hill is also an option, and family-orient
ed downhill skiing is found at the 
Badger Ski Area, 22 miles south of the 
Yosemite Valley. 

The Ahwahnee offers first-class ele
gance not often found in the National 

Park System. Built in 1927 specifically to 
attract wealthy patrons, who in turn sup
ported park preservation, the Ahwahnee 
incorporates the use of rough-cut native 
granite and enormous panes of glass to 
complement the magnificent natural 

Unique in its elegance, Yosemite's Ahwahnee historically attracted wealthy patrons. 

surroundings, such as Yosemite Falls, 
which can be viewed from the dining 
room. The highlight of the winter is the 
traditional Bracebridge Dinner, a musi
cal extravaganza and feast that has been 
held since 1928; the event is so popular, 
tickets are available only through a lot
tery. And if you visit over the holidays, 
make reservations well ahead of time for 
the spectacular New Year's Eve Gala. 

If your plans include a visit to the 
southern section of Yosemite, you can 
step back in time at the Wawona Hotel. 
During December, this vintage hotel, 
built in 1870, is adorned in greens and 
holiday decorations. To soak in the beau
tiful surroundings, sit and enjoy the view 
from one of the hotel's classic verandas. 

If you feel like stretching your legs, 
the Mariposa Grove of Big Trees is just 
four miles from the Wawona. Explore 
the area on your own, or sign up for one 
of the snowshoe walks guided by a natu
ralist. The beauty of visiting parks in the 
winter is the opportunity to go at your 
own pace and take the time to experi
ence these unique national treasures. ••• 

Side Light: Belton Chalet in Glacier 

Built in 1910 by Louis Hill of the Great 
Northern Railroad, the Belton Chalet 
served as the first stop for wealthy travel
ers from the East before their excursions 
into the newly ordained Glacier 
National Park. Hill's plan was to offer 
top-notch lodgings in remarkable set
tings to draw people out West via rail, 
thus boosting the family business. The 
plan worked, and within a decade Hill 
had created a series of elegant lodges and 
rustic chalets to accommodate adventur
ers hungry to see true wilderness. 

As the rest of the hotels in the park 
drew attention and visitors, the railroad 
sold the property, and maintenance on 
the Belton quickly declined. By World 

War II, the large dormitory area had 
been boarded up, and the place stayed 
fairly quiet until 1998, when the 
entire property was renovated by Cas 
Still and Andy Baxter. Today, the 
Belton once again lives up to its fine 
reputation. Located only three miles 
from Lake McDonald, it's an ideal place 
to stay. 

The Lewis and Clark cottages are 
open throughout the winter. These pri
vate cabins comfortably sleep six to eight 
people, and each features a cozy fireplace 
in the main sitting room, three bed
rooms, and a bath. The front porch is a 
great place to sip a hot cup of coffee on 
a crisp winter morning while watching 

The Belton Chalet offers charming amenities. 

the trains pass by. 
Beginning this January, economical 

rooms with a shared bath are available 
on weekends in the main building. The 
dining and tap rooms are also open on 
weekends. 
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Travel Essentials 

Guests warm up at the Izaak Walton Inn. 

Whenever you're traveling to mountain areas in winter, it's best to be 

prepared. Be sure you have warm clothes, blankets, food, and 

water in your vehicle. It's also wise to check road and weather 

conditions before leaving home. Here are road condition web sites for each 

state: 

Montana: www.mdt.state.mt.us/travinfo/ 

Wyoming: www.wyoroad.info 

California: www.dot.ca.gov/hq/roadinfo 

More information about the individual parks, including reservations for lodg

ing, can be found at the following sources: 

Glacier: www.nps.gov/glac/ 

Izaak Walton Inn: www.izaakwaltoninn.com 406-888-5700 

Belton Chalet: www.beltonchalet.com 406-888-5000 

Yellowstone: www.nps.gov/yell/ 

Mammoth and Old Faithful Snow lodges: www.travelyellowstone.com 

307-344-7311 

Sequoia-Kings Canyon: www.nps.gov/seki/ 

Wuksachi: www.visitsequoia.com 888-252-5757 

John Muir Lodge: www.sequoia-kingscanyon.com 866-KCANYON 

Yosemite: www.nps.gov/yose/ 

The Ahwahnee and Wawona: www.yosemitepark.com 559-253-5635 

A number of independent educational organizations often coordinate with the 

Park Service or park concessioners to offer courses in the winter. Contact 

these groups for course descriptions and class availability: 

The Glacier Institute: www.glacierinstitute.org 406-755-1211 

Yellowstone Association: www.yellowstoneassociation.org 307-344-2293 

Sequoia Natural History Association: www.sequoiahistory.org 

559-565-4251 

Yosemite Institute: www.yni.org/yi/ 209-379-9511 

NPCA's ParkScapes Travel Program offers tours throughout the year, includ

ing a New Year's in Yellowstone trip in late December. Other 2005 departures 

that include stays at grand lodges are Spring Wildlife: Grand Tetons and 

Yellowstone, May 27-June 2 and From Glacier to the Rocky Mountains, 

August 18-24. Please call or e-mail Clint Walz for more details on the 

ParkScapes Travel Program at: 1-800-628-7275, ext. 219 or cwalz@npca.org. 

Amy Grisak is a freelance writer living in Kalispell, Montana, 

near Glacier National Park. 
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Snow coaches offer a sustainable mode of 

transportation during Yellowstone winters. 
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U.S. GOVERNMENT 
BUFFALO SILVER DOLLAR 

RECREATED FOR ONLY $9.95 AS A 
.999 PURE SILVER PLATED PROOF 

NEW YORK. Tuesday, 8:55 AM -
Today history is being made! The 
National Collector's Mint announces 
the private reproduction minting of 
America's only Buffalo Silver Dollar. 
It was the first time James E. Fraser's 
Buffalo and Indian Head design ever 
appeared on any coin, since the famous 
Buffalo Nickel was last minted in 
1938. making our non-legal tender pri
vate minting a collectible milestone. 

The U.S. Gov't Buffalo Silver 
Dollar is much rarer than the Golden 
Sacagawea Dollar. And. the mintage 
of your extraordinary 2005 Buffalo 
Proof'will be even smaller. This mag
nificent proof features the beautiful 
frosted American Buffalo against a 
minor-like background on the 
reverse. On the obverse, the classic 
Indian Head design stands out in 
striking relief. 

DISCOUNT PRICE 
The issue's final price will be set at 

$35 for each proof. But. during this 
special striking period, this .999 Pure 
Silver plated reproduction can be 
yours for only S9.95. But you must act 
NOW to take advantage of this special 
opportunity offer! THIS OFFER 
MAY BE WITHDRAWN AT ANY 
TIME WITHOUT NOTICE AT THE 
SOLE DISCRETION OF NCM. 

Each 2005 Buffalo Proof comes 
with a Certificate of Authenticity and 
is individually numbered. Distribution 
will take place in registration number 
order. So. the earliest orders receive the 
lowest registration numbers. A deluxe 
velvet presentation case is available for 
an additional charge. 

S P E C I F I C A T I O N S 
Composition: 999 Pure Silver-

Plated Bronze 

Weight: -lot. avdp 

Diameter: Standard 39MM 
Silver Dollar Size 

Condition: Individually 
Struck Proof 

Registration: By number 
in ascending order 

STRICT LIMIT 
There is a strict limit of five Proofs 

per order. Orders will be filled on a 
first-come, first-served basis. None
theless, if the 2005 Buffalo Proof is 
not everything we promised, send 
back your order within 30 days by 
insured mail and we'll promptly 
refund your purchase price. Your sat
isfaction is guaranteed. 

HOW TO ORDER 
Call now to ensure availability, 24 

hours a day. 7 days a week with your 

credit card or we'll take your check 
by phone. Call Toll-Free 1-888-NAT-
MINT, Ext. 4847 (1-888-628-6468). 
Timely mail orders will be accepted if 
directed to: National Collector's 
Mint, Dcpt. 4847. 8 Slater St.. Port 
Chester. NY 10573. Prompt orders 
get shipped first, while late orders 
may be delayed due to availability, so 
please act now. 

You may order one 2005 Buffalo 
Proof for S9.95 plus S2.50 shipping, 
handling & insurance, 3 for only $35 
ppd.. or 5 for only $55 ppd. Deluxe vel-
vet presentation case is only $3.50 each 
ppd. So, don't delay. Avoid disappoint
ment and future regret. ACT NOW! 

CALL TOLL-FREE 
ASK FOR EXT. 4847 

1-888-NAT-MINT 

National Collector's Mint. Inc. is an 
independent, private corporation not 
affiliated with, endorsed, or licensed by 
the U.S. government or the U.S. Mint. 
All tributes to original coins contain the 
"copy" designation as mandated by fed
eral law. • 2005 NCM 4-M41 
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t 

Spring and Summer Vacation Planner 

Explore the Chesapeake Bay with American Cruise Lines 

Often called the cradle of American History, the shores of the Chesapeake Bay 
have something to offer every traveler. And now, with American Cruise 

Lines' Chesapeake Bay cruise, it's easy to explore the riches of these shores—from 

carefully preserved Colonial-era seaports 

boasting exquisite period architecture, to 

museums and attractions devoted to U.S. 
culture and history. 

Onboard these brand-new vessels, pas
sengers enjoy the ultimate amenities in 

small ship cruising: spacious staterooms 

with private bathrooms, verandas and large 

opening picture windows; fine cuisine and 
complimentary 
cocktail hours; 

and onboard lectures by renowned historians and 
naturalists. These ships carry no more than 98 pas
sengers, and can navigate the small rivers and inlets 
of the Chesapeake Bay to provide travelers with a 
unique perspective on the area. Opportunities for dis
covery abound at each port-of-call—from the premier 
living history site ofWilliamsburg, VA, to the charming 
island of Tangier, to the beautifully preserved villages 
of Cambridge, Oxford and St. Michaels. And along the 
water, passengers can observe Skipjacks, schooners 
and classic Baltimore clippers dotting the shore. 

Other points of interest 
include the Chesapeake 
Bay Maritime Museum, 
featuring the Hooper 
Strait Lighthouse, and 
the Yorktown Victory 

Center, dedicated to the events leading up to the vic
tory at the Battle ofYorktown. And, of course, this tour 

would not be complete without a visit to Annapolis 

and the magnificent campus of the U.S. Naval 
Academy. 
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What would you say to a walk on the ocean floor... 
The World's Highest Tides. Some of the oldest mountains on 

the planet. Rivers that stretch from breathtaking to beautiful! 

Whales, dunes, wildlife and a whole lot more. From the 

preserved sanctuaries of our National and Provincial Parks to 

spectacular natural sites, we welcome you to discover the 

wonder, next door in New Brunswick, Canada! 

Experience the Bay of Fundy... 
One of the Marine Wonders of the World! 

We're right next door-. Just a 
day's oilve from New York 

anda halfday from Boston! 

say awe 
One of the wonders of the Acadian coast is Kouchibouguac National 
Park! Endless stretches of sand dunes, fragile grasslands, and 
incredibly warm water are the hallmarks of this park. Kayak past a 
herd of seals sunning on a sandbar. Follow a series of boardwalks to 
some of the warmest saltwater north of 
Virginia! The water is so warm that the lagoon 
here has been known to reach up to a high of 
78.8°F (26°Q! It's a birdwatcher's delight with 
pristine forests and sprawling nesting grounds 
for hundreds of species of birds, in a near-
perfectly preserved ecosystem. 

Get down to the depth of things and take a walk on the ocean floor! 
Its possible here at the phenomenal Hopewell Rocks, home of the 
Worlds Highest Tides. With tides rising and falling the height of a 

four-storey building twice a 
day, everyday, they just beg for 

C
ation. Nature is not 
t your fingertips, it is 
t the tips of your toes! 

Explore the base of massive 
flowerpot rocks on the ocean 
floor that expose millions of 
years of evolution, then six 
hours later kayak above the 

«'—ry same spot! 

» an amazing Natural 

Wonder to witness, but 

there's more! The constant 

stirring of the nutrient-rich waters causes an immense bloom of 

plankton, feeding over 15 species of whales. Witness some of the 

best whale-watching on Canada's East Coast along with 95% of the 

world's semi-palmated sandpipers, who rely on the Bay of Fundy 

mudflats for their survival. An awesome show of wildlife with an 

even bigger backdrop of natural beauty! 

New Brunswick is home to two of Canada's National Parks. In Fundy 
,al Park, thp>. World's Highest Tides host a rich marine 
tern, teeming with birds and all kinds of plant life. From lush 

i forests to towering seaside cliffs, it's 80 square miles 
(206 square km! of wonder! Hike nearly 78 miles (125 km) of 
incredible trails past hidden waterfalls, through deep river valleys 
and along awesome coastal vistas. Relax in a heated saltwater 
pool, take in a round of golf and learn the mysteries of the Bay of 
Fundy at the interpretation centre. At the end of the day, camp at 
first-rate facilities. 

From touring the oldest mountain range in North America to 
canoeing the mighty Miramichi River, New Brunswick has nine 
provincial parks, countless natural sites, incredible inland rivers and 
waterways, plus a vast network of trails to take you to each and every 
wonder! Experience one of the last remaining sand dunes on the 
northeastern coast of North America at the Irving Eco-Centre, 
La Dune de Bouctouche. Explore the sandy coast of Miscou Island, 
where the oldest wooden lighthouse in the Maritimes is still in 

operation. From island retreats, 
horticultural wonders, coastal crags 
and panoramic mountainous views, 
the incredible amount of diversity 
you can find within each provincial 
park is as distinct as the nature that 
surrounds them. And there's more! 
Stroll down historic city streets. 
Enjoy fabulous lobster dinners, 

shopping for local crafts and a vibrant nightlife pulsing with live 
entertainment! From four-star hotels to seaside B&Bs, we have all the 
modern amenities you need to round out your vacation! 

Seaside resorts, awesome cities and an always favourable 
exchange rate... It's a world of Natural Wonder, waiting to 
welcome you, next door in New Brunswick, Canada! 
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A d v e r t i s e m e n t 

Spring and Summer Vacation Planner 

Visit The Outer Banks of North Carolina 

Nature lovers and outdoor 
enthusiasts wi l l f ind par

adise on the chain of barrier 
islands known as The Outer 
Banks of North Carolina. 
Well known as the birthplace 
of f l ight , this dest inat ion 
offers six parks and wi ld
life areas, including: Cape 
Hatteras National Seashore, 
the nat ion's f irst national 
seashore; Pea Island National 
Wildlife Refuge, an enclave 
for some of the country's best 
bird-watching and home to 
over 400 species of birds; 
Alligator River National Wild
life Refuge, a wildlife refuge 
including more than 150,000 
acres of wet land habitats; 
and Nags Head Woods Eco
logical Preserve, one of the 
best remaining examples of a 
mid-Atlantic maritime forest 
with deciduous hardwoods. 

Tour the Swiss Alps 

See Alaska via rail 

The best way to see Alaska is on the 
railroad. The Alaska Railroad has 

several new features planned for 2005, 
including an Arctic Circle to Glacier 
Bay travel package and the addition of 
GoldStar Service, featuring first-class 
train cars on the Denali Star. Enjoy the 
comfort of forward-facing seats and 
classic recliners while viewing the 
breathtaking wilderness from our out
door viewing areas. Daily summer 
train adventures include Anchorage, 
Talkeetna, Fairbanks, Whittier and 
Seward. Find more information or 
download the 2005 passenger 
brochure at www.AlaskaRailroad.com, 
or call (800) 544-0552. 

WE'RE BEST KNOWN FOR OUR COTTAGES. 
BUT YOU W l LL FIND THE OCCASIONAL HIGH-RISE. 

A lp ine Adventure Trails Tours 
Inc., the Swiss Alps specialist, 

has led day hikers exclusively in 
the Swiss Alps since 1977. The 
tours base weekly in small three-
and four-star fami ly -owned and 
operated Swiss inns wi th fine cui
sine; and day hike the surrounding 
area. One- and two-week trips are 
offered, w i th a max imum of 15 
guests, and each has a choice of 
two hikes daily —one moderate, 
one more strenuous. A new tour 
of fer ing th is year is the Isle 
of Skye, Scot land. For more 
in fo rmat ion , contact an owner 
guide at (888) 478-4004, e-mail 
alpine@swisshiking.com or visit us 
online at www.swisshik ing.com. 

For your free Ou te r Banks Travel Guide and Getaway Card 
call 1-877-OBX-4FUN or visit outerbanks.org. 

Duck • Southern Shorn • Kilt} Hatck • Kill Deal Hills 
Hags Head • Roanoke Island • Hatteras Island 

ySeOuttT-'Batifs 
WHERE DREAMS STILL TAKE FLIGHT. 

outerbanks.org 
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Sunline's new Tran-Sport packs plenty of features 

The all-new Tran-Sport is every
th ing you'd expect in a Sunline 

and more. This model line offers a 
comfortable, feature-packed l iv ing 
space coupled w i th a cargo area 
that is sized for active lifestyles. 
Light in weight , Tran-Sport is the 
perfect t ow ing compan ion for 
smal ler vehicles. Consider it a 
travel trailer w i th a TON of extra 
storage. 

The first Tran-Sport model , the 
T-2675, has an industry-f irst side-
entry ramp accessing the rear 
cargo area - perfect for motorcy
cles, ATVs or bicycles - and an 
opt ional set of f l ip down bunks for 

extra sleeping space is available. 
The Tran-Sport packs plenty 

into a compact space. The l iving 
area is spacious and invi t ing, as is 
the funct ional kitchen area and 
walk-thru bath, and a powerful fur
nace and air condit ioner wi l l keep 
you comfortable in any season. 

With all of the standard fea
tures, the T-2675's MSRP is 
$24,900. Look for a Sunline Tran-
Sport and Sunline's 40th anniver

sary travel trailer models at a 2005 
RV show near you , or visit their 
web site, www.sunl inerv.com, to 
v iew QTVR interiors, take a plant 
tour or visit the company's "show
r o o m " of models. 

For more in format ion or to 
request a Trans-Sport f lyer or 
Travel Trailer brochure, Sunl ine 
can also be reached via e-mail: 
info@sunl inerv.com; phone: (717) 
336-2858; or by ma i l : 245 S. 
Muddy Creek Rd., Denver, PA 
17517. 

Solaris Lite/Solaris 

We're experiencing ,i special moment at Sunline this year. 
We've reached a major milestone in our company history -
celebrating 40 years of being part of the camping experience 
for nearly 60,000 Sunline owners. 

For 2005, our models offer more standard features and camping 
comforts. Experience Sunline's combination ol superior quality 
and personal customer service. Our attention to detail means 
years of dependable RV travel for you and your family - it's 
our way of contributing to the discovery of many new horizons. 

sunlinerv.com 
Sunline Coach Company 

245 South Muddy Creek Road 
Denver, PA 17517-9773 • Tel. 717.336.2858 

Discover freedom from the demands o) your world,..check out our world 24/7 at 
sunltnerv.com. Requesi a 2005 brochure locate your nearest dealer, view QTYR* or model interior" and more. 
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Spring and Summer Vacation Planner 

Explore rail travel 

Noted for its exceptional service, 
fine dining and decor, 

American Orient Express (AOE) has 
brought a return to the graceful 
Golden Age of rail travel. In addi
tion to offering passengers a vin
tage rail experience, AOE programs 
include an exploration of America's 
cultural treasures with insight from 
historians, as well as off-train 
excursions, which complement the 
theme of each carefully planned 
itinerary. Utilizing vintage cars 
from the 1940s and '50s, AOE offers 
10 regional itineraries throughout 
the United States, Mexico and 
Canada. Call American Orient 
Express at (800) 320-4206 or visit 
www.americanorientexpress.com. 

Discover America's undiscovered parks 

It's time to visit some of the America's most remote National Parks. 
Find yourself, and connect with loved ones, in Isle Royale National 

Park —a wilderness island archipelago on northern Lake Superior-
accessible only by boat or sea plane. Take a Jeep tour in Big Bend 
National Park, with 800,000 acres illuminating the "wide open spaces" 
of your soul. Hike to Marymere Falls in the lush rain forest of Olympic 
National Park to soak up well-deserved serenity. Rejuvenate amongst 
eerie spires in Badlands National Park. You can do it all from comfort
able lodges managed by Forever Resorts, American Wonderlands and 
Slumberlands, in unique national parks.Visitwww.foreverlodging.com 
to plan your next adventure. 

Slumberlands. 
Discover yourself in 
America's undiscovered 
National Parks. Forever 
Resorts hosts thousands 
of visitors each year in remote, 
pristine wonderlands across America 

Lodging | Dining | Shopping | Activities 

www.ForeverLodging.com 
Badlands, SD | Big Bend, TX | Blue Ridge Parkway, NC & VA | Isle Royale, Ml 
Mammoth Cave, KY | Grand Tetons, WY | Olympic, WA | Rocky Mountain, CO 

M I R I V I K jK I S O K | s 

Forever Resorts is an Authorized Concessioner of the National Park Service 

Arizona boasts 
natural wonders 

A rizona is a land of contrasts -
bright blue sky with sun-faded 

rock underfoot, or cool mountain 
air a short drive from the blazing 
hot desert. There's so much to see 
and do in the state. Whether you're 
heading north or south, let 
Arizona's 27 state parks introduce 
you to its natural wonders! 

From Phoenix, head south to 
Kartchner Caverns State Park, 50 
miles southeast of Tucson, for cave 
tours, hiking and picnicking. Or drive 
north to Sedona and gaze at the 
spectacular red rocks from the many 
trails in Red Rock State Park. 

For more information, visit 
www.azstateparks.com or call 
(602) 542-1993. 
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Wonder-filled Northern Arizona 

Displaying scenery so majestic as to appear other
worldly, Arizona's national parks attract visitors 

from around the world. The most famous of these, 
Grand Canyon National Park, is a wonderland of rock 
and water, while the Petrified Forest National Park 
protects ancient trees that were transformed into 
stone ages ago. Both parks are great places to 
become acquainted with the wonders of Northern 
Arizona. 
It's A Grand Old Park 

What is there to do while 
exploring Grand Canyon 
National Park? How about 
backpacking, birding, camp
ing, rafting, fishing, hiking, 
mule rides, photography, 
ranger-led activities, stargaz

ing and wildlife watching. And that's just for starters. 
Nearly five million people visit the Grand Canyon 

each year. Most of them see it from overlooks along the 
South Rim, 60 miles north of Williams and 80 miles 
northwest of Flagstaff, Ariz. The South Rim is the most 
accessible part of the park and is open all year. Others 

view the Canyon from the North Rim, just 10 miles 
across from the South Rim. The North Rim rises 1,000 
feet higher than the South Rim. 

A Fantasia of Fossils 
A scenic wonder, Petrified 

Forest National Park is also a 
land of fascinating science. It's 
one of the world's greatest 
storehouses of knowledge 
about life on earth when the 
"Age of the Dinosaurs" was just beginning. 

The park, located in northeast Arizona, features 
one of the world's largest and most colorful concen
trations of petrified wood, as well as the multi-hued 
badlands of the Painted Desert, archeological sites 
and displays of 225 million year old fossils. 

While there, check out the park visitor's informa
tion film and museums. Eight overlooks give sweep
ing views of the Painted Desert and the Puerco Indian 
Ruins, a silent testimony to human life here before 
the 1400s. 

For your free Northern Arizona travel packet, call 
(866) 623-5009, or visit www.GrandandBeyond.com. 

Remember when eight crayons were all the colors you needed? 

Want to know where this is? Visit GrandondBeyond.com 

Recapture your childhood vision of a bright, benevolent world. Come to Arizona. For your free travel 

packet, including on Official State Visitor's Map and Calendar of Events, contact the Arizona Office of 

Tourism toll-free at 866-623-5009. 
NORTHERN ARIZONA 
GRAND AND BEYOND 

http://www.GrandandBeyond.com
http://GrandondBeyond.com
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Spring and Summer Vacation Planner 

Educat ion through study a n d travel 

When determining your ideal summer excursion, the possibilities are 
endless. Maybe you're interested in exploring some of the world's 

finest tide pools. Or possibly you want to experience the pristine beauty 
of a coastal wetland filled with 
crabs, oysters, birds and more. 
How about a hiking tour of the 
spectacular Gran Desierto sea 
of dunes? All of these things 
provide an outstanding journey 
- a combination of education 
and hands-on experience - to 
discover deserts and oceans 
like never before. 

The College of the 
Humanities and Sciences, in affiliation with the Intercultural Center for 
the Study of Deserts and Oceans (CEDO), provides an opportunity for its 
students to take a journey of the mind through education of natural sci
ences, as well as a physical journey to the center. CEDO, an indepen
dent, non-profit organization, is dedicated to investigation, education 
and conservation in the northern Gulf of California and coastal Sonoran 
Desert regions. 

Travel the world through your mind's eye and experience historic 
destinations throughout time with the College of the Humanities and 
Sciences. Begin your journey today by logging onto the Web at 
www.chumsci.edu, or call (877) 248-6724. 

Visit Springfield, Mo. 

Leap back in history at one of the 
nation's most pristine Civil War 

battlefields — Wilson's Creek 
National Battlefield — where the 
first major battle west of the 
Mississippi took 
place and the first 
Union general died 
in combat. While 
Missouri ranks 
third among states 
with the most Civil 
War engagements, 
the battle at 
Wilson's Creek was 
the largest and most pivotal in 
Missouri. You can also visit the 
original and biggest Bass Pro 
Shops® Outdoor World®, Wonders 
of Wildlife, Cardinals Double-A 
Minor League Baseball and much 
more. Contact Springfield, 
Missouri, today for a free visitors 
guide at (800) 678-8767 or 
www.Visit-Springfield.com. 

Trace Lewis and Clark 

Sunrise Tours 
has been offer

ing its "Tracing 
the Trail of Lewis 
and Clark" histori
cal tour for five 
years, and the 
popularity of the 
excursion has increased steadily. 
In 2004, travelers from 14 states 
joined us on a trek from St. Louis 
to the coast of Oregon. 

Besides deluxe motorcoach 
transportation, outstanding accom
modations, two meals per day and 
admission to all attractions, the 
tour features commentary by noted 
Lewis and Clark historian Jerry 
Garrett, a main component of the 
trip's success. 

One traveler from Jamaica, 
N.Y. wrote, "Everything from the 
selected sites, to the lectures, to 
the comfort of the bus (and won
derful driver), to the hotels we 
stayed in...was exceptional." 

Visit www.travelsunrise.com or 
call (800) 881-8804. 

COLLEGE of the 

HUMANITIES 
and SCIENCES 

A great books, great ideas, great conversations, distance-

learning college that offers undergraduate and graduate education 

in the humanities with concentrations in imaginative literature, 

natural sciences, philosophy and religion, social science, 

jurisprudence and education. The College of the Humanities and 

Sciences promotes student-faculty scholarship through research, 

discussion, and the development of collaborative publications. 

WWW.CHUMSCI.EDU I 1.877.248.6724 

58 W I N T E R 2 0 0 5 

http://www.chumsci.edu
http://www.Visit-Springfield.com
http://www.travelsunrise.com
http://WWW.CHUMSCI.EDU


A d v e r t i s e m e n t 

View ice falls at Kennicott Glacier Lodge 

Take an adventure into the heart of the 
Wrangell-St. Elias National Park to 

Kennicott Glacier Lodge. The lodge, which 
is located in the abandoned ghost town of 
Kennicott, a National Historic Landmark, is 
perfectly suited for exploring this once-
bustling town at the center of the world's 
richest deposit of copper ore. 

From the spacious front deck at the 
lodge, you'll see a river of ice moving down the valley — the Kennicott 
Glacier. Explore the glacier on a guided glacier walk, learn some of the 
basics of ice climbing, or take a flight-seeing trip and get an up-close 
look at the giant icefalls. 

The Kennicott Glacier Lodge features comfortable accommodations 
and family style wilderness gourmet dining. For reservations, call (800) 582-
5128. For more information, visit the web site atwww.kennicottlodge.com. 

Visit McAllen, Texas 

McAllen,Texas, is located in the geographical cen
ter of Texas' Rio Grande Valley.The most popular 

birding and butterflying destination in the country, 
the area features 507 recorded species —over 50 per
cent of all species recorded in the United States. The 
area boasts eight annual watchable wildlife festivals, 
the world's richest wildlife photography contest and 
many special events related to the area's unparalleled 
biodiversity. Fly into McAllen International Airport, 
stay in one of our 32 hotels and eat in one of our over 
800 restaurants. Visit the McAllen Chamber of Commerce at 
www.mcallencvb.com for free local birding maps and other information. 

Naturalist Journeys brings the 
Southwest closer to you 

Naturalist Journeys is a small company built 
on the efforts and reputation of Peg Abbott, a 

guide with over 20 years experience working in a 
natural setting. 

Based in Portal, Arizona, the company offers 
small group (between 8-14 participants), education
al travel to scenic locations in Arizona, New Mexico, 
Utah, Colorado and beyond. These exciting ven
tures focus on birding opportunities and other wildlife observation, geology, 
botany, plus explanations of cultural and natural history of an area. 

The expeditions are informative, well-organized journeys and 
include convenient and comfortable accommodations, and a variety of 
dining opportunities close to natural destinations. Items such as meals, 
safety, and understanding local conservation issues are important to the 
Naturalist Journeys staff. 

Trips are flexible and can be shaped to meet a variety of expecta
tions, from beginning traveler to experienced naturalist. Journeys can 
range from three to fourteen days and include moderate hiking, scenic 
drives and field lectures. 

For more information, call toll-free (866) 900-1146 or visit 
www.naturalistjourneys.com. 

Maine Windjammer 
passengers enjoy 
life at sea 

Every week on Penobscot Bay, off 
Maine's spectacular granite 

coast, the 14 tall ships in the Maine 
Windjammer Association provide 
cruises that transport passengers 
back to the golden age of sailing 
where deadlines and itineraries take 
a back seat to relaxation and beauty. 
Most of the windjammers are turn-
of-the-century wooden cargo 
schooners that have been retrofitted 
to carry passengers. Together, they 
represent the country's largest fleet 
of historic sailing ships. 

Each day, you sail past light
houses and lobstermen, through 
narrow channels and across great 
bays. Every evening, your wind
jammer drops anchor in the safe, 
snug harbor of a quiet fishing vil
lage, a bustling waterfront, a cove 
below the cliffs of Acadia National 
Park or an island inhabited solely 
by nesting eagles and terns. 

Guests are invited to partici
pate in all shipboard activities, 
from taking a turn at the wheel to 
raising and lowering sails. The 14 
ships in the Maine Windjammer 
Association have a well-earned 
reputation for outstanding sailing 
adventures and delicious down-
home cooking. One night every
one goes ashore for a traditional 
island lobster bake. 

Prices for three- to six-day 
cruises range from $395 to $915 
per person. For more information, 
call (800) 807-WIND or visit 
www.sailmainecoast.com. 
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National 
==~parKS 

For information 

on advertising opportunit ies, 

please contact: 

Ascend Media, LLC 

11600 Col lege Boulevard 
Overland Park, KS 66210 
phone: 913.469.1110 

fax: 913.469.0806 
e-mail: adsales@ascendmedia.com 

JOIN US FOR A SPECTACULAR 
RAIL JOURNEY 

A M I KI< W O K I I N I IXUKISS 

800.120.4206 

Texas Tropics 
Nature Festival 

March 31- Apri l 3. 2005 
March 30 - April 2, 2006 

1-877-MCALLEN (622-5536) 
www.mcallencvb.com • ttnf@mcallencvb.com 
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/ / / Classic Windjammers offer 3-6 day cruises 
t off the Maine coast. Great sailing by day, 

snug harbors at night. Delicious meals; a Downeast 
lobster bake, too. Sail from Camden, Rockport or 
Rockland. From $395. Call for free video. 

1-800-807-WIND 
TRACING THE TRAIL OF 

LEWIS * 
-CLARK 

Retrace the steps of an epic 
•KjourneyThat "f i red the imagi -
j n a t i d h . o f .the American people 
g . gand made them feel the full 
^ • s w e e p j o f the continent on 
» iTWIbwhich they l ived" 

W^ Travel f rom St. Louis to the 
J~"0regon coast on this vacation 

of a l ifetime and uncover the 
**f 'explorer in you. 

W JUNE 47JUNE 1672005 
JUNE 30-JULY 12, 2005 

(314)781-6655 (SUNRISE 
(800)881-8804 w*> TOURS 

WWW.TRAVELSUNRISE.COM 

( one aboard the ImeraoM Orient I vprm and enjoy 
pampered luxury on this 100-peiMHBU streamliner 
ta in. While naveling, you will enjoy irjiiiiion.il 
sleeping carnages, two elegant dining can, .i dul> cat 
complete with .i babi grand piano, lull service ban, 
comfortable couches and OWCfSUed lounge ch.ins. g 
historic observarion car, and the gie.it dome c.ir. 

N;itur.ilists and guides accompany you .is you study 
ttative plains and wildlife explore historic sites and 
museums, utd learn about QMSC icinaihahle places. 

Nine exciting itineiaiies are available in 2005, I'nine 
summer season tours include the National Parks of 
the West, The Great Northwest & Rockies. Beat ol 
the Canadian Rockies. .\UK\ Pacific < 'oast Explorer. 

Booi 

( all tot a I Kl I brochure or re<|liest OIK online. 

• llll..lJJIil.l.lilJ.IIJI.IJJlW.I..B 
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1-800-987-6773^^ 
C n d o o hupiUlitr ind fine dining in the 
hurt of the Wnuigell-St Eliu Nihonal Piik. 
Historic mines, spectacular glaciers, 
flightaeeing, rafting. 
wwwJCennicottLodge.com 

NATURALIST JOURNEYS 
www.naturalistjourneys.com 

• Wilson's Creek National Battlefield 

• General Sweeny's Museum 

of Civil War History 

• Bass Pro Shops® Outdoor World® 

-The original and biggest-

• and much more. 

1-800-678-8767 
www. visit-springfield.com 

SPRINGFIELD 

Ml$)Q URI 

For a free map and calendar of i 
events, call 602.542.1993 i= 
www.azstateparks.cow 

SCENIC RAIL TOURS 
CUSTOMIZED ITINERARIES 

T H E BEST WAY TO SEE 

- A L A S K A -
IS ON THE 

^jiTjIfllfir ii idling 

www.AlaskaRailroad.com 

(907)265-2494 -1-800-544-0552 

TDD (907) 265-2620 

Optional length hikes daily 
Choice of moderate or more strenuous 

Basing weekly in charming 

mountain villages 
2-week, 10-day and 1-week 

trips offered 

Call for free color brochure 

888-478-4004 
w w w . s w i s s h i k i n g . c o m 
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Join us on Main Street Kennicott 
to step back in time and into adventure. 

Natural history travel: 
Irding, wildlife, hiking, 

weology & more... 

• M A L L G R O U P S ( 8 - i 6 ) 

EXPERT GUIDES 
FLEXIBLE PACE 

Btivatine destinations include 
• U Parks in Arizona, Florida, 

(•Yellowstone, Alaska & Utah. 
k c international parks and 

tservation areas in Mexico, 
Ecuador/Galapagos, Honduras, Jamaica, 
France, Fiji, Trinidad Tobago & more., v ^ 

At*uHSi 

cawp • sightsee • cabins • yurts 
jJibbatmrj •hiking \bir,dinqj|fishiW 

SWISS ALPS 
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Capturing Memories 

The Bataan Death March. The 
Hanoi Hilton. Abu Ghraib. 
The horrifying stories and the 

striking images of prisoners of war make 
for some of the most emotional and dev
astating memories of armed conflict. But 
most Americans forget there was a time 
when our own nation was home to 
thousands of POWs—during the coun
try's bloodiest battle, the Civil War. 

Sites like Antietam, Gettysburg, and 
Manassas are among the best known and 
most visited Civil War sites in the 
National Park System, but the soldiers 
who were fortunate enough to survive 
those battles—but unfortunate enough 
to be on the losing side—often found 
themselves in one of the 16 prison 
camps scattered throughout the nation. 

Georgia's Camp Sumter was the 
most infamous: More than 45,000 pris
oners walked through its gates in the 
span of 14 months; about one in three 
never walked out. Today the 515-acre 
plot of land now known as Anderson-
ville National Historic Site serves as a 
memorial to those soldiers. The grounds 
include a national cemetery where for
mer inmates are buried, along with the 
POW Museum, a memorial for all 
Americans held as prisoners of war 
throughout our nation's history. 

In the early days of the Civil War, 
prison camps were unnecessary—Union 
and Confederate forces exchanged pris
oners, returning captured soldiers to the 
opposition so many could fight again. 
But the agreement fell apart in 1863 for 

Scott Kirkwood is senior editor for 
National Parks magazine. 

A Civil War prison camp serves as a memorial 

to prisoners of war from every generation. 

By Scott Kirkwood 

Bronze statues throughout the grounds pay tribute to the plight of American prisoners of war. 

a number of reasons; for instance, the 
South insisted on returning black sol
diers to slavery, which was unacceptable 
to the North, whose leaders soon recog
nized that their manpower advantage 
provided less incentive to participate in 
the exchange. 

When the program was suspended, 
each side faced the challenge of housing 
thousands of men and providing for 
their care. Union and Confederate pris
ons were little more than oversize hold
ing pens with primitive campsites. Both 

sides had limited resources, so all of the 
prisons were severely lacking, but the 
conditions at Camp Sumter were ex
treme. Food was hard to come by, the 
water supply was unhealthy, and disease 
was just as likely to claim a life as a bul
let wound. 

Many inmates tried to escape by 
digging tunnels, but few succeeded. 
Others ran away from work and burial 
details, and at least one inmate even 
feigned his death, waiting until he had 
been carried out of the camp before 
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getting up and running away. But 
the conditions of the camp were so 
miserable and many inmates were in 
such poor physical health that when 
a flood provided an opportunity for 
escape, most were too ill to flee. 

Those who lost their lives at 
Camp Sumter were buried in a 
field about a quarter mile from the 
prison site. A numbered wooden 
post was placed at each grave, and 
the soldiers' names were recorded 
in a burial register. Years later, 
wooden markers, and eventually 
marble headstones, were put in their 
place to honor the dead. 

For obvious reasons, the site isn't an 
easy one for every visitor to experience. 

"A lot of the Andersonville POW 
story is depressing because we see man's 
inhumanity to man," says Alan Marsh, 
cultural resources program manager at 
Andersonville. "But at the same time, we 

see stories of compassion and hope 
[among POWs in every war]. We also 
see the best of the human spirit, whether 
that's a POW along the Bataan Death 
March who picks up another American 
and carries him down the road, or a pris
oner of war sharing the few rations he 
has with another POW, or an Ander
sonville guard helping one of the prison

ers. We do the best we can to tell 
the whole human story and 
that includes the good, the bad, 
and the ugly." 

To tell that story, the POW 
Museum contains hours of interac
tive displays, such as video seg
ments and taped interviews with 
former prisoners of war, along with 
photographs, journals, and descrip
tive text that accompany archived 
objects. The museum contains one 
of the best oral history programs in 
the National Park System, includ

ing more than 900 interviews with for
mer POWs, now being transferred to 
DVD. Thanks to a special volunteer 
program, the museum even hosts former 
POWs for days at a time, so they can 
offer visitors a better understanding of 
their experiences—sharing a lesson with 
the next generation as they're honored 
by every generation, i* 

TAXES CHARITY 
Support NPCA by 
filing your taxes 

online at 
www.npca.org! 

For $39.95 you can file your 
federal & state return. 

$10 per return filed 
will be donated to 

NPCA. 
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Former Andersonville prisoner Thomas O'Dea 

completed this drawing of Camp Sumter in 1885. 

M A R K E T P L A C E 

NATURES PARADISE 
VI NATIONAL PARK 

ST JOHN VI 
Home Rental 

3 Bedrooms 3 Baths 
www.islandhomesrental.com 
Email-carlreigle@comcast.net 

Phone - (717) 314-6518 
Fax - (717) 397-5681 

AUTHORS WANTED 
Leading subsidy book publisher seeks manuscripts of oil 

types: fiction, nan-fiction, poetry, scholarly, juvenile 

and religious works, etc. New authors welcomed. Send 

for free 32-page illustrated booklet D - 6 3 

Vantage Press, 419 Park Avenue S., New York, NY 10016 

FREE BU 
Silver Dollar! 

Buy a Morgan Dollar BU at 
our $29 sale price and get a 
match ing Peace Dollar Free! 

TVVO-FOR-ONE INTRODUCTORY OFFER: 
Brilliant Uncirculated US. 1878-1921 Morgan 
and 1921-1935 Peace silver dollars. Both classic 
Liberty silver dollars come in original MINT-STATE 
QUALITY. Our choice of dales. New customers 
only. Pair: $29 (#34785). Limit 1 set Add $2 
postage. 30-Day Home Examination: Money-Back 
Guarantee. To order by credit card call the toll-free 
number below. Or send check or money order to: 

International Coins & Currency 
62 Ridge Street, Dept. 454i.Montpelier, VT 05602 

Orderal 1-800-151-4463 
www.iccoin.nel (many more great deals) [ 4541 

http://www.npca.org
http://www.islandhomesrental.com
mailto:Email-carlreigle@comcast.net
http://www.iccoin.nel


Land 0' Lakes 
With four large lakes within its boundaries, water dominates 

the landscape of this national park. 

Named for the French-
Canadians who traversed these 
waters in their birch-bark 
canoes, this park contains some 
of the oldest exposed rock for
mations in the world. The more 
than 200 campsites within this 
park can be accessed only by 
watercraff, but that hasn't kept 
more than 200,000 people from 
visiting the park each year. 
Shaped by at least four periods 
of glaciation, the topography of 
the park features rolling hills 
interspersed with bogs, beaver 
ponds, swamps, islands, and 
lakes. Last fall, the park re
opened sections that had been 
closed to protect bald eagle 
nesting sites, and today more 
than 200 bald eagles call the 
park home, including dozens of 
juvenile eaglets. Have you visit
ed this park site? See below for 
the answer. 
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I n 1922, a small watchmaker in 
Switzerland designed the first automatic 
watch to display the day, month and 

date. Only 7 of these magnificent time
pieces were ever made and this watch was 
almost lost to history. Today, they are so rare 
that our watch historians are willing to bid 
$300,000 for an original in mint condition. 

These watches were among the most 
stylish of the roaring 20's. The Stauer watch 
design that you see here has the antique 
color, the vintage style and the innovative 
functions of the original that we have seen 
in a Swiss museum. Even the Breguet™ style 
hands are designed from the original. 
The owner of this legendary multi-func
tional watch is sure to look distinguished 
and set apart from the crowd. This Stauer 
watch is a limited edition, allowing you to 

wear a watch far more exclusive than many 

luxury brands. 

The watch has a 24-jewel mechanical 
movement, the kind desired by fine antique 
watch collectors. We have updated this 
movement with an automatic rotor thus the 
watch never needs to be manually wound. 
The watch comes in a beautiful crocodile 
embossed case with a free second band. 

This is a chance to claim a piece of watch
making history in an elegant design that is 
still priced to wear every day. This offer is 
being made directly to you so you can add 
this watch to your collection at a very 
affordable price. The watch comes with a 
30-day no questions asked money-back 
guarantee. If you're not completely satisfied, 
simply return it for a full refund of the 
purchase price. 

Now available for the 
first time at $ 9 9 

Not Available in Stores 
Call now to take advantage of this 
limited offer. 

Stauer 1922 | X £ 
3 Payments qf$33+S&H 

800-859-6584 
Promotional Code SNN489-10 
Please mention this when you call. 
To order by mail, please call for details. 

NEXTfEN 
products for your next ten years. 

14101 Southcross Drive W., Dept. SNN489-10 
Burnsville, Minnesota 15337 

For fastest service, call toll-free 24 hours a day 8 0 0 " 8 5 9 " 6 5 8 4 
Learn more about the history of this 1922 classic at www.Nextten.com 

We fauna 'msFtr&fi; watch 
in a fmtory book 

http://www.Nextten.com


Harbor Hopping in tl?e Chesapeake Bay 
Visit beautiful harbor towns on a leisurely 8 

day cruise of the Chesapeake Bay. Cruise 

alongside skipjacks and schooners with 

ample time to explore maritime museums, 

Colonial American history, charming water

front shops and legendary Chesapeake Bay 

cuisine. See America like never before. 

AMERICAN 
CRUISE LINES 
1-800-814-6880 
Call for a free brochure 


