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Welcome to Acadia National Park

Acadia National Park protects some of the most scenic, diverse areas along the eastern coast of the United States.
Whether you are looking for an active visit or a relaxing vacation, the park offers something for you. Begin your visit
at Hulls Cove Visitor Center (open April 15 to October 31) with a 15~minute audiovisual program. Free literature
and sales items provide details about park activities and the area's cultural and natural history. The Beaver Log
newspaper features a schedule of ranger-led programs (late May to early October), tide/sunrise/sunset charts, and
other information to help guide your park visit. Junior Ranger and Senior Ranger programs are available during the
summer. During the winter, although many park facilities and roads are closed, you can obtain information daily at
park headquarters, located on Route 233, three miles west of Bar Harbor. For additional trip planning tips and detailed
information about the park, visit the official website at www.nps.gov/acad.

When Is the Best Time to

Visit?

The summer months, especially July and
August, are the most popular and busiest of
the year. Ranger-led programs and activities
in surrounding communities are in full swing.
Temperatures vary from 45°F to 85°F.

Late spring and fall are the shoulder seasons,
with temperatures from SO^F to 70"F. Spring
offers fewer crowds and great birdwatching,
but fog is not uncommon. Fall brings cool,
sunny days. Mid-October is usually the time
to see vibrant fall colors lighting up the forest.

Winter, with cold temperatures and
sometimes icy or snowy weather, feels
very different. The slower pace provides
opportunities for solitude and activities like

cross-country skiing and snow-shoeing. Some
facilities are closed, including most of the Park
Loop Road, the road up Cadillac Mountain, and

the visitor center. You can obtain information

daily (8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) at park headquarters.

Consider a few other items when planning
your visit to the park:
• You may encounter rain and fog at any time,
but we assure you that the sun does shine!

• The weather changes constantly. Arrive
prepared for a wide variety of conditions;
layered clothing is always a good idea.

• Blackflies are most common from mid-May
through mid-June, and mosquitoes are
present during the summer months.

• Popular outdoor activities include hiking
125 miles of trails, bicycling 45 miles of
carriage roads, exploring tidepools,
kayaking, fishing, boat tours, and more.

• The carriage roads are usually closed for
a few weeks around the beginning of
April because of soft conditions.

By Land
The park is located along the rugged, rocky
coast of Maine. Most of the park is located on
Mount Desert Island, which is accessible by
vehicle approximately one hour southeast of
Bangor, Maine, and six hours north of Boston.

Transportation options include:

Boston to Bangor
• Concord Coach - 800-639-3317

www.concordcoachlines.com

• Greyhound - 800-231-2222

www.greyhound.com

Bangor to Bar Harbor
• Downeast Transportation (some days) -
207-667-5796 / www.downeasttrans.org

• Bar Harbor-Bangor Shuttle - 207-479-5911

www.barharborshuttle.com

From June 23 to early October, Island Explorer
buses (www.expIoreacadia.com) connect the
park with island communities. Fare-free buses

eliminate the search for parking spaces and
contribute to cleaner air by burning propane
fuel. Bus passengers entering the park are
required to obtain an entrance pass.

Local businesses operate bus tours through the
park. Taxi service is available in nearby towns.

By Air

The closest airports are Hancock County-Bar
Harbor Airport (BHB, 10 miles) and Bangor
International Airport (BGR, 45 miles). Car
rentals are available at both airports.

By Sea

Local businesses operate ferries and scenic
cruises. A ferry (877-359-3760) runs between
Bar Harbor and Yarmouth, Nova Scotia.




