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Built by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. to deter motorists from entering his e

carriage road system, Acadia’s gate lodges are two of the most
unique structures on Mount Desert Island. They were designed by
prominent New York architect Grosvenor Atterbury, who in
attempting to recall the island's colonial heritage chose a highly

by

HANCOCK COUNTY

picturesque style reminiscent of the provincial architecture of the Le _'_%,;;,-,;y@," /2" i -
Puis district in France. After their completion in 1932, Rockefeller Be pa—— » % i SN

donated both gatehouses to the park.
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MAINE ROUTE 3, ONE HALF MILE NORTH OF ASTICOU

Located just north of Northeast Harbor near Lower Hadlock Pond,
the Brown Mountain Gate. Lodge rests on a semi-octagonal
foundation that reflects the shape of its monumental gate-towers.
The high masonry wall bordering the front of the structure, as well
as the positioning of the entrance and garage behind it, result in a
neartly unbroken facade intended to draw the visitor’s attention
towards the gate.
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BROWN MOUNTAIN GATE LODGE-1931 .

Northeast Harbo

Rockefeller asked landscape
gardener Beatrix Farrand for advice
concerning the plantings around the
Brown Mountain Gate Lodge
Although she at first advocated
screening the driveway and entrance
area on the south side of the
complex from view with a grassy
~mound, she later decided, along with

Bl

o

N

The original design for the Brown Mountain Gate Lodge located the
entranceway in front facing Maine Route 3 and included a bell post
that was eventually incorporated into the plans for the Jordan Pond
Gate Lodge. |
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704 F{ Atterbury, to use plantings instead. >
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The rustic appearance of
both gate lodges was
enhanced by using “pecky”
cypress for all exterior trim £
including posts and
beams, brackets, and the |2
gates themselves. This &&5”
timber was scorched &
before construction to give ~X"
it an aged, weathered |0OK.
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In designing Acadia’s gate lodges, Atterbury and Rockefe/lm ‘ 1 g

great deal of attention to details. Many of the windows of both houses, ’
for instance, are screened by intricately carved woodeh spindles. The /
ground floor masonry of both structures also has a striped appearance =
that resembles the architecture of the Le Puis district in fFrance. For 9"
the Brown Mountain Gate Lodge this look was achieved by alternating
wider bands of local granite with handmade red bricks from Virginia
and Holland. '
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