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Fernald Point

The site itself lies under a grassy iield

which was at one time cultivated. The field slopes from the northwest for
several hundred meters and has a southeastern exposure. The site is a shell
midden along the shore which decreases to a rmon-shell cultural midden as it
rises to the west....

r.Erosion _and looters..have taken a heavy toll
indicate a ence larger site.

A 1974 survey of Acadia National Park was conducted by'the University of
Maine. . Test pitting produced preserved food bone remains, flakes, stone
artifacts and ceramice. These recoveries indicated a cultural affiliation
to the cermaic period of A.D.1l to A.D. 1600 years ago.

Further test excavations were undertaken in the summer of 1976 by the

University of Maine for the Park. Twenty-three square metérsswere excavated
" to determine the content and extent of the site. A transect of test pits

was extended from the shore on a line with magnetic north for 34 meters and
cultural material was recovered for this whole distance. The site averaged®
about 35cm depth throughout the area. An area close to the coast which
showed heavy shell deposition was also tested. This was the most productive
area of the site and extended in some areas to 65em depth. Several features
including a well preserved primary burial were uncovered. '

Artifacts recovery included bone and stone toéls, food Eones, flakes,
ceramics and assorted historic intrusions. A possible ceramic component
represented by a few distinctive stone tools found in the deepest portion of
the site could indicate an earlier occupation in the 1000BC to ADl range..

This area has been suggested as the site of a French mission settlement
of 1613 which was destroyed by an English expedition in that same year.l
No evidence was found of this settlement: Historic artifacts were found in
the plow zone but did not date earlier than late colonial times.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fernald Point site is the most significant site
Acadia National Park. Larger than most, it has pro—

.portionately suffered less from erosion than other nearby sites. For this

reason it still has the potential to make a substantial contribution to. the
prehistory of the northern New England coast. The site has Been cultivated and -
the presenc&'of historic remains below:the plw zone.attests to other disturhances.
Nevertheless, test excavations have revealed features such as hearth§)a possible
semi-subterranean house, and a human burial. Faunal remains aré abundant in

- this shell midden affording an excellent opportunity for analyzing dietary pattern,

seasonality, and sea and land utilization patterns. Most of the midden dates -
from the middle to the late ceramic period, but the presence of a celt with -
asymmetric bit bevelling (adze) and a spherical core hints at an earlier component.

' As an added feature, there is a chance that further excavation might uncover

artifacts or remains dating from the short-lived Jesuit mission of'Pierre Biard,
although this is probably not very likely given the nature of surface dlsturﬁance h

due to argicultural activities. ~ Tt
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