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1. Admuinistrstive Data

a. The name of the structure is the Greenhouse.

be The structure is to continue in use as a Greenhouse, It will
also be used as part of the interpretation of the historic sceme.

c¢e The Master Plan provides as part of the Interpretive Program for
visitors that all of the buildings on the Site imcluding the
Greenhouse be maintained as it was when the 0ld House was

occupied by members of the Adams Family.

d. The Greenhouse will continue to be used by the maintenance
force in its work om the gardens. The necessary upkeep will
be provided out of the amnual Maintenance and Rehabilitation funds,

e. No cooperative agreements executed or proposed.

£, Construction activity is proposed to coasist of patching the
concrete foundations, rebuilding the interior shelving and shelf
supports, replacement of the floor boarding, replacement of the
‘sash, installation of a new stove and paiating the wood frame.

g« The proposed construction setivity is estimated to cost $4000,
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2. Historical Data

b,

Ce

d,

Q.

John Quincy Adams had a "mursery" for starting plants to the
northwest of the house, Family tradition says that Charles
Francis Adams selected the present site for the Greemhouse

because the earlier site had become t0o shady.

A photograph of the flood of 1886 shows the Greenhouse partly
under vater. The appearance of the Greemhouse in the photosraph
is somewhat different from its present appearance, It is known
from recollections of Superintendent Harris that there was a
Greenhouse on the site between 19520 and 1927 and that it is the
present structure. When the sash of the Greenhouse was replaced
at some time after 1927, 10" x 1" panes of glass were used
instead of 6" x 85 panes and the stove was moved from one end

to the other.
Name of srchitect or designer unknown.

A greenhouse in the present location was spparently built bvy
Charles Francis Adams before 1886. The present structure was

probably built by Brooks Adams.

Brooks Adams was the owner during the historic period.


http:clur:1.ng

- 3

3. Architectural Data
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f.

The structure is a freestanding greenmhouse of simple, functional
design. The entire structure consists of glazed opening sections
fitted into either side of a peaked wood frame which rests on

concrete foundations.

The structure has one story.

The principle construction materials are concrete, wood and

glass.

Glazed opening sections cover almost the entire surface of the

structure above the foundations.

Concrete foundations and wood frame are in reasonably good
condition, Some of the shelving and the posts supporting it
are in poor condition with rot at the base of the posts. The
floor boarding is in poor condition. The wood frame is in need

of paint, The stove is broken.

Ko additional work is required to complete architectural research
and investigation. In the course of rehabilitation work it is
proposed to patch the concrete foundations, recomstruct sections
of the interior shelving and shelf supports, relay the floor,
scquire and install a new stove, replace the sash with panes of
the correct size for the historic period and paint the wood frame

and sash.



Illustration No, 1

Yiev of Greenhouse from south,

Photo: George Cushing 3/2h/6h -
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