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FOREWORD 

This scholarly study by historians Unrau and Williss deals with a 

bewildering but excit ing time approximately a half century ago when an 

extraordinary combination of circumstances occurred, having profound and 

lasting effect upon the National Park Service and leading, moreover, to 

sweeping changes in the Nation's ways of conserving and using its 

important historic places. 

Horace Albr ight became the second director of the Service in the 

same year (1929) in which Herbert Hoover was inaugurated President of 

the United States. Also it happened in that year that the stock market 

collapsed and the Great Depression descended upon the country, forcing 

public attention to shift abrupt ly from international matters where it so 

long had been centered to urgent new economic and social issues. 

The new public mood, demanding positive governmental action in 

dealing with the many problems now ar is ing, f i t ted nicely the natural 

inclinations of the incoming director, who, ski l l ful administrator in the 

Service as he had already demonstrated, was nevertheless a man of 

unusual imagination and dar ing, quick to seize upon innovative solutions 

to unusually complicated problems. In tu i t ive ly , too, Mr. A lbr ight sensed 

the fact that the President, despite a certain cautious nature, greatly 

desired to do whatever he could to alleviate the harsh realities of the 

Depression—even to the extent of putt ing into operation his own special 

kind of "New Deal." 

So the director had scarcely taken up his new duties in the Service 

before he was involved in the construction of the George Washington 

Memorial Parkway, extending from above Georgetown all the way to Mount 

Vernon; also in the development with congressional approval of two new 

major parks, Shenandoah and Great Smoky Mountains, with connecting 

l inks, the Skyline Drive and the Blue Ridge Parkway; and, as if all this 

were not enough, Mr. A lbr ight had persuaded those just then engaged in 

the program for George Washington's birthplace to tu rn over the site to 

the Service along with sufficient funds to complete the "restorat ion" and 

to ensure its temporary custody and maintenance. 
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