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The seasonally nomadic plains Indians
needed a home that was botli comfort
able and easy to carry. Much of their
time was spent on the move, either
following game such as the buffalo or
harvesting plants, roots, and berries.
The tipi was their choice of residence.

During the summer, two tipis are dis
played in front of the visitor center. The
larger tipi with the triangle opening is
the Crow style while the tipi with the
round opening is Sioux. (The bottom of
the round opening is folded back here
to avoid a tripping hazard for visitors
exploring the inside of the tipi.) The
Sioux style tipi is 12 feet across with 20
foot long poles. The two smoke flaps at
the top can be adjusted by moving the
two poles attached to them.

The poles for these tipis are Lodgepole
pine which were harvested near Cen
tennial, Wyoming. Historically, the
Lakota Sioux-travelled many miles to
harvest the poles that they needed for the
construction of their tipis on the treeless
plains.

Canvas is used in this tipi, reminiscent of
the time period highlighted here at Agate
Fossil Beds. By the early 1900s, buffalo
hides were no longer plentiful as a major
source of building material. Historic
pictures in the Cook Collection show the
Red Cloud camp site at the Agate Springs
Ranch with many tents and tipis made of




