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Executive Summary 

The workshop was triggered by the 1991 Canada-U.S. Air Quality Agreement which 
recognizes that transboundary flows of polluted air affect national parks and wildernesses. Sixty 
scientists and resource managers came from American and Canadian park services and sister 
agencies to discuss air pollution, its impacts on parks and visitors, and how to improve air quality 
through international partnerships. The first day consisted of presentations outlining park sendee 
roles, legislation and programmes at federal, state and provincial levels, transboundary activities, 
and monitoring programmes and case studies in each country. These presentations were captured 
on video and will be made available to parks staff in each nation. Submitted papers or transcripts 
of the videos were used to create the body of this proceedings volume. The second and third days 
were devoted to discussion groups and die presentation of their results to a plenary session. The 
recommendations from diese discussions will provide direction to ongoing and planned park 
programmes related to improving or maintaining air quality. Here are a few highlights from the 
presentations. 

• U.S. sulphur dioxide (SO2) emission decreases are greater than expected under their Clean 
Air Act, but the benefits may not be fully realized due to the unexpected role of nitrogen. 
Nitrogen oxide (NOx) emission targets may have to be lowered further. 

• The Canadian Environmental Protection Act provides for the setting of ambient air quality 

objectives at three levels, maximum desirable levels (almost natural), maximum acceptable, 

and maximum tolerable beyond which immediate measures are to be taken. SO2 and NOx 

are not considered toxic substances under the act, but could be made so. 

• Industrial and urban emissions of SO2, NOx and carbon dioxide are the major national 
and international air emission concerns. However, parks and other rural areas are also 
strongly affected by "burning issues", to quote one speaker, such as prescribed forest fires, 
house heating, land clearing burns, and burning of waste and stubble. 

• The Air Quality Agreement set the stage for park service involvement in air quality politics. 
The North American Commission on Environmental Cooperation, linking Mexico with 
the U.S. and Canada, and the International Air Quality Advisory Board of the International 
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