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DEPAR'l'MmT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PA.RIC SERVICE 

CHICAGO 

JilElK>RANDUM for the Director. 

January 23, 1942 

Subject: A Land Plan Survey for the 
Canadian Alaska W.litacy Highway o 

By approval or the Secretary of the Interior's letter of January 8, the 

President authorized a study or the lands in Al,uka adjacent to the Canadian

Alaska Military Highway, and approved an allocation of $501000 from the High-,

way fund to this Department to carry out the studyl> 

Related to this study is the information contained in a letter of De-

cember 30 from Hono To Ao Crerar, Minister of Mines and Resources, that Canada 

has reserved a mile-wide strip of land on either side of the Highway right-of

way in Yukon Territory, and that approximately 10,310 square miles extending 

westerly from the Highway to the International Boundary has been set aside as 

a national park. He invited the Secretary to consider the establishment of a 

national park on the United States side of the International Boundary in the 

vicinity of the St. Elias Mountains o In his reply to Mre Crerar the Secretary 

informed him of the President's action and stated that he was requesting the 

National Park Service to study and report on the advisability of an international 

park .. 

A letter has been written to the Secretary of War requesting that he 

designate representatives with whom the Department of the Interior may confer 

and arrange. to initiate the study without interfering with the military use 

of the Highway. A letter has also been written to the Director of the Bureau 

of the Budget requesting that the funds be made available. Pending replies 
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from these letters, it is desirable to prepare a definite statement concerning 

the scope of the survey and a tentative plan of procedure, and to consider the 

organization that will be required to conduct the survey. With this thought 

in mind, you requested me to get together with Uessrs. Vint, Taylor, and 

Russell to consider the entire matter and to formulate a program for your 

consideration. 

The Canadian-Alaska ~litary Highway is the first overland route connect

ing Alaska with the rest of the North American continent and it opens up a 

vast new wilderness country. After the war, it is likely that the Highway 

will be gradually improved and used extensively by tourist traveling to the 

Canadian wilderness country and to Alaskao It will introduce new problems 

and means for development of natural resourceso It will encourage and make 
? 

more feasible the harvesting of timber, the development of mining, the hunting 

of game, and to some extent, farming and other related types of development. All 

of this in tum, will stimulate the development of communities and recreational 

facilities. 

Without proper protection and planning, the growth of haphazard commercial 

developments along the Highway can ruin recreational and cultur.al values, and 

once destroyed, they can never be fully restored. Further.more, values which 

are essential to the tourist industry can be protected without interfering with 

commerical development to any appreciable extent; in fact, their use may be 

so planned as to aid rather than hinder other developmentso 

While only a relatively small section of the Canadian-Alaska Military 

Highway lies within the United Statea, (approximately 310 miles of 1671 miles), 
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it is desirable to formulate a uniform policy for the protection and use of 

the adjoining lands throughout its entire lengtho This can be accomplished 

by close cooperation with the Canadian officials who are making a study of 

the portion of the Highway in Canada. Furthermore, such a study should 

take into consideration the Richardson Highway and the cutoff road from 

Tanana Crossing to Anchorage in AlaskaQ 

There seems to be little doubt that a far greater nwnber of persons 

will use and travel this Highway for recreational than for c9mmerical purpose.so 

It is felt, therefore, that the greatest consideration must be given to the 

preservation of scenic values, to protection from haphazard mushroom develop

ment, and to the allocation of sufficient· lands for recreational use as well 

as planning-generally for other useso The lands adjoining the Highway and 

the interesting features they contain, such as forests, wildlife, and other 

natural features, will be fbe first to attract the travelers, and are in the 

greatest danger of destru.ctiono 

Accordingly, the present study should ~oncentrate on problems related to 

the development and protection of lands immediately adjoining the Highwayc Some 

of these problems· include pretection of the natural cover and the scenic and 

scientific features along the Highway, the selection of natural areas for park 

and recreational purposes, and the general planning for physical developments 11 

including commwtitieso This basic study will serve as a guide and directive 

for further detailed studies, such as will be required in the final location 

of communities, the design of layouts and developments, and the actual selection 

of boundary lines for park land~., 

A study for the proper realization of industrial and commerical opportunitiesg 
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opened up by this new highway is another and greater- problem t,hat will require 

a large sum of money and a longer period or timeo This larger survey is of 

great importance since it will affect the whole economic structure of this 

section of North America, and it should be undertaken before the natural 

resources are improperly exploitedo 

In order to accomplish the planning objectivex outlined by the National 

Parle Service reconnaissance, it is felt that an 18-month period of studies 

should be anticipated, starting in April of this year anA carrying through 

to the first of November 19440 This would pennit in the early spring a 

preliminary study of maps and available infonnation and the preparation for 

field reconnaissance; a full season's work in the summer and fall; the col~ 

lation and analysis of data collected, the preparation of maps and an inspect

ion during the winter of 1943-44; and field review and check of data and in

formation assembled by the staff and consultants during the following summer. 

In the fall of 1944 the material with recommendations could be prepared in 

final form for submission. During the course of the survey there may be need 

for interim recommendations and action to forestall possible misuse,,. 

It is believed that a large field party would have a tendency to concern 

itself with too much detail and would lose sight of the general overall picture 

of the problem and its solution. It is recommended, therefore, that the $50,000 

should prov'ide for a small field staff and the employment of specially qualified 

consultants in the various fields affected to review and guide the work. The 

findings and recommendations require a general review and analysis by men of 

long experience and national reputation who could be called upon from time 

4 



;: 

to time tQ visit the project and review the work as it progresseso 

Due to the many factors involved and the many agencies to be consulted, 

such as the various Canadian and American officials, the War Department, the 

Public Roads Administration, the General Land Office, the Fish and Wildlife 

·service, the Office of Indian Affairs, the Forest Service, the Geological 

Survey, and the Bureau of Mines, as well as private interests that may be 

affected., it is believed that the individual selected to have charge of 

the field staff must, above all, be a good administrator and a good public 

relations man, with a background of land planning. ex.perienceo It would be 

his responsibility to direct the survey and bring all of the interests 

involved into agreement on the final reporto Although it would not be the 

intent of the survey to provide for an analysis of the problems in Canada, 

the fact that the Highway passes through the two countries makes imperative 

a good relatiijnship and coordination of planning policy. 

On the basis of the above discussion., it is recommended that: 

la The Director designate Messrs. Wirth, Vint, Taylor, Russell and 

Coffman to serve as a conmittee through which all matters of policy shall 

be ref erredo 

2o Mr. Wirth be administratively responsible for carrying out the survey 

with the aid and assistance of the other conmittee memberso It shall be the 

responsibility of each of the b~anches of the Director's Office to handle such 

problems as fall within its fieldo 

3. Of the $50,000 allotment, $1.5,000 be set aside to cover the salaries 

and expenses of the necessary consultants and spe.cialists in the fields of 

t· forestry, wildlife, geology, history, archeology and land classification, and 

5 



employ also a qualified worker in the $3800 to $4600 grade for not less than 

l.2_months to participate in the special studies of wildlife, history, archeology, 

and geologyo 

4o With the remaining _$35,000, some such organization as the following 

be set up on an 18-month period: 

(a) Senior Land Planner (4600 or $5600 grade) 
(in charge of field work) $6,900 or $8,400 

(b) Landscape Architect ($3800 or $4600 grade) 5,700 or 6,900 

(c) Engineer ($3800 to $4600 grade) 
( rural zoning experience) 5,700 or 6,900 

(d) Chief draftsman ($3200) 
(preparation of maps) 4,800 4,800 

(e) Clerk-Stenographer ($1800 or $2000 grade) 2,700 or 3,000 

Total, personal services $25,.800 or $30,000 

Traveling, printing, rent, light, equipment, etc., 9,200 or 5,000 

Total $35,000 $35,000 

It shall be the duty and res_ponsibility of this staff, working wder 

the general supervision of Chief of Land Planning Wirth and the committee, to 

gather, assemble and prepare material; and to work in close cooperation with 

the proper Canadian officials, seeking their assistance whenever necessary, 

and,. if called upon, aiding in the study of that part of the Highway which is 

located in Canadao 

The head of this field party shall be held responsible for recognizing 

the problems requiring the assistance of specialists in the fields enumerated 

-
above in item nWllber 3 and for making arrangements for this assistance through 

Chief of Land Planning Wirtho 
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As detennined necessary, assistance in investigations covering wildlife, 

land classification, geology and other special fields will be handled respect

ively through the Fish and Wildlife Service, the General Land Office, the 

Geological Survey and other appropriate Federal agencieso 

If you approve this general analysis and procedure, it is believed that 

the head of the field party should be selected as soon as fwids are available 

and that the selection of the rest of the staff, the working out of details of 

field procedure, and the making of necessary arrangements with the Army will 

proceed as rapidly as possibleo 

Approved: 

/s/ Newton Bo Drury 
Director.-

Date: January 28 1 1943 

? 

Respectively submitted, 

/s/ Conrad Lo Wirth 
Chief of Land Planning 

/s/ Thoso Co Vint 
Chief of Planning 

/s/ Oliver Go Taylor 
Chief of Engineering 

/s/ Co Po Russell 
Supervisor of Interpretationo 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
ADDRESS ONLY ~ 

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I .., \) ,/ 

f J ~-

Mr. Lyle Watts, 
Chief, Forest Service, 

Department of Agriculture, 
Washington, D. C. 

•Dear Mr. Watts: 

April 14, 1943. 

On July 20, 1942, Secretary Ickes ~~thdrew from entry, a 40-mile wide 
strip of public land along the 310 miles of the Canadie.n-Alaskan Military 
Highwav in Alaska in order to establish a provisional "conservation zone." 
-This rithdra'wa is not intended to reserve all of the land permanently from 
private use, but is to prevent wasteful and destructive exploitation by al
lowing sufficient time to study its proper use. Such a study should deter
mine what steps should be taken for the protection and utilization of the 
scenic, scientific., historic, wildlife and recreational resources; what lo
cations are suitable and needed for communities, airport, and power develop~ 
ments; and what lands may be suitable for agriculture, forestry, mining, and 
other commercial uses. 

The Canadian Government has reserved a strip of land two miles wide 
along the 1,360 miles of the Highway in Canada and has set aside an area of 
some 10,160 square miles bordering the northern section of the Canadian por
tion of the Highway and adjoining the southern part of the Yukon Territory
Alaska boundary for the establishment of a national park. 

As a part of the broad land use study, the President, on January 8, ap
proved an allocation of funds to the National Park Service from the Highway 
construction funds to make a survey of the lands immediately adjoining the 
Highway in .1Uaska. Because the use of this new Highway is related to· that 
of the Richardson Highway and the cutoff from Tanana Crossing to Anchorage, 
these roads will also be considered in connection -with the survey. 

Chief of Land Planning Conrad L. Ytlirth, of this Service, is ·administra
tively in charge of the survey. Mr. A. P. Bursley, who has recently been 
appointed by the Secretary t6 head the field party, left for Alaska on 
April 7 for a six weeks' reconnaissance trip to confer with War Dffpartment 
officials, Governor Gruening, and others, and to make arrangements for 
initiating the work. It is expected that the entire field party will arrive 
in Alaska during the latter part of May. • 

•I 
,;----....=•:. 
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We know _that forestry problems will arise in connection with the survey, 
and with respect to these would expect to keep :i.n touch with you and your 
field staff, particularly in Alaska. We sha11 be calling upon you for in
formation and advice. It would be,, helpful if you would inform your field 
representatives in Alaska concerning the survey, as Mr. Bursley will w:Lsh 
to confer with them after he has established his field office. If such an 
arrangement is agreeable to you, will you please furnish us with the name and 
addresses of the personnel of your Service that Mr. Bursley should see? 

SSK:NBD:IMc 

cc: Mr. Drury 
Mr. Kennedy 
Regional Director, Region Four 

Similar memoranda sent: 
Fish and Wildlife Service 
General Land Office 
Office of Indian Affairs 
Geological Survey 
Bureau of Mines /,~· 

,.. 
Br. of Forestry (4-23-43~,Y 

2 

Sincerely yours, 

Newton B. Drury ( signed) 

Newton B. Drury, 
Director. 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON 

1:::~Ll 
• I✓ wm.m::r. I 
✓I/···. ·-··I I 
,/1 :-;..,. ' .· .. ,, _, 

THE DIRECTOR, NATIONAL PARK SERVICR 

May 6, 194B. / 

I _, 

IkfflOR.l'!NDUM for the files, 

The address of .Allyn P. rursley, Senior L~nd Planner, will be; 

P. 0. Box 1855 
Ji,meau .. Alaska 

ART:lmc Acting Chief of Fo-rest:ry. 

/ 

~ -·-_: /:. • rr ' ,.-·, /; ,.. 
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UNITED STATES· 

DEPARTMENT OF. THT~-INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
CHICAGO 51+, ILLINOIS·' .• 

vi llifffM14tf~ic. 

'i 
/, I 

I C61lK d~, 
vi'. rn~M?sr,nf IZ:::. 
. .. I: w ,'\. i.lG.:. ;?. r,..,, 

1'-~ .C,.,,,~J ., 

MEMORANDUM for the Director's Office and the Regional Directors. 
I 

We have been informed that the military highway which has been con-
structed by the War Department and the Public Roads Administration from ' 
Dawson Creek, British Columbia, Canada, to Fairbanks, .Alaska, has been 
officially designated as 11The Alaska Highwaytt . 

• ' / 

\ I • 

The Regional Directors are requested to distribute copies of this 
memorandum to the proper officials and offices in their regions. 

L:-557 

J.w~a-~ 
Acti(/ irector. 

V' 
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COMMENT on the· REPORT OF THE ALA.SKA UIGHIAY LAND PLANl.UN'O SURVEY 

relating to the RECREATIONAL USE OF ALASKA. ROADS 

I have read this exeellent report .fr-om cover to eover and the author 
is to be congratulated on the exeellence of the t.ext and the thorough 
manner in which the subjeQt has been treated. The rep.ort shows a fine 
apprai5al of Alaska faets and co.nditioris and a nice knack of phraseology. 
There is perhaps, a little strutting of' an e:x:,c,e11en:t voca'.li:rqlary and in a 
few instanoea I 'believe the report would be improved by repla:eing unusll&l 
words by those in more general asie. If any e·ssential phase of the recre
ational us,e of the. Alaska road system ha$ been e>verlooked I have failed 
to discover it .. -. 

I belitwe the estimate of future travel to Alaska :Ls ccmservati -ve ~ 
provided there is suitable improvement o,f the connecting roads tei the 
States and pro\'ision made for improved st.eamship "Service and far ferry
ing automobil·e.s at :reasonable expens.e. I believe '!;.he, chi·ef' point of 
controversy :regarding the report will arise, regarding the pr,oposal that 
the roadside recreational improvements be eonstracted and :maintained 
(but not operated) by the Oover:runent. I agree that such a p,roposal is 
proper within the !lational Park Systsrn., but, at this time, when there is 
so nmcb controver.sy between the propormnts of Govern.'IJletJ.t entry into com ... 
petition with 'private bu..einsss an<!l those endeavoring to sustain the 
principle of free enterprise, I fear this proposal might become a polit
ical football. 

Although the report rejects the thought of a parkWay, (with which 
stand I am in agreement),. the SUigesti-en is rnade in'the second paragraph 
o:n page 182 that it m:lgbt al)pear proper fo:r the National P:ark Service t-o 
assume administration a£ tfae$e re.el.~eational developments beeause of their 
s:imilarity t'e those along the 1U.ue Ridge Parkway 4 I think lt w.onld be 
entirely olil.t of line for the National Park Service to, assume any such 
superv:Lsion of recreational faoilities on areas 'Ylnieh are outside tM 
National Park System. I therefore recol1ilmend that this suggestion be 
eliminated from the report. Let. the go\r'er.nment organization that ldll 
have administration o,f the highway Gr of the lt"ederal le.nd.s on which the 
improvements are to. be constructed supervise the c0nstruction and main
tenance of the iTillilr(1)Veroent s if they are to be government owned. Personally 
I believe the Alaska Highway Commission 1:5 t,he agen<zy best prepared to 
perform this .funoti0n. Let the Nati,mal Park Servi.ca ,offer such agency 
its cooperation in a consulting and advi;s<ii>l'Y capacity. 

The report very carefully brings oat the consideration that if travel 
after the war is to be attractive to the tourists it is essential that 
proper accommodations be provide-ct before that travel begins. That is quite 
correct, ~ut-it means that if' sueh a program is undertaken it must be 



~- kl 0Ec;;g.ss1FIED ,( 
,,; N~P '622-·o I ::t 

r 
AUTHORITY / ,"'l/ J/ 
avQ NARA DAn,JiZl!t 

Wtiat.ed be.fore the ,;rolume of demand :ts known. I think the report. pro
videlS safeguards in this respc,ct by planning for developments of such 
ch.a:t'a·ater that m;nt units can be added as the demand :tr,i,e.:retrse-s.. If t-he 
Government is tQ be the owner ·or the recreational developments it is 
essential that the gotrermm:mtal agency that vrlll have this :vasponsibility 
ba- assured o,y the G:imad:ian and United States agene.ie$ tba t will ]a.ave the 
resp-ons:tbil~y :for the const,ruetion and: maintenanQe a,r- ocmnecting roa.ds 
in O.amada. that sueh roads w1.11 be prom.ptly eon.strticted. a.oo maintained. 
I h:av:e-been $-urpri.se.d t-o hear the suggestion f:reim a well-~ers:e.d resident 
of the Pacific. Northwest that after the war the 1¥1.thdrawal ot the· Army 
from the maint,t!nanc:e -Of the road within Canada. may result in 1raetical 
eles.UFe of the A).aska highway in Canada as an attraetion .for travel bettw-een 
the states and Alaska. 

1 (Uln h_ar<lly be-1:te.ve that. such a heavy invef;lt:ment already made could 
be aband.011ed in that manner, :yet assurance as to improvement of eonnecting 
roads and the mintenance of the .Alaska high-way within Canada is e~sential 
to the proposed, pr()gram tt:f rec:reational impro:ve:ments.. Of eolU':se, even if. 
the Ala.ska hlghwa:y lret'e- abandoned SOllth of Whitehorse after -the war' that 
s.ection nertb:w:est from 'Whi t~horse and Haines WafJuld undoubtedly be main,.. 
tained and wol!l:ld justify the. pr-opotre.tft t'&creat.ional fa,cilitte.s ulthin 
Alaska.. The eitimate of tourist travel, ho--w:ever, might have to be lo¥i'ered 
in that event.. ' 

The f:Ollowing ar-e some other t,houghts that. occu:rred to me du;rim:ig my 
review of the re:por't. 

Page III of tlie Foreword. If the Germans and the Japs are eonsidereo. 
as civilized peoples, 'then I dou.bt the thought expressed in the first two 
sentences. Those two c0untr:ies do not deery the destruction of' property 
and natural resourees and lives so long as they are :not th<eir cnvn. I als:o 
doubt the last :senten-c-e cf the firs-t. parag:raph. Natural resources whicla 
are not destroyed can be utili2ied later. 

In regard to the last p-ortion of th.e seoond paragraph:, there have 
always been those whG have regarded a road system bet-we,en the Stat-es and 
Alaska as deterimenta.1 to the oeat interest.s. of J\las.ka. they were hon-est 
in the fr. belief' and pa:li'haps ·ft.hey had as mu.ch right to 'thef:r viewpoint a:ts 
those who wish to maintain other wilderness areas in a primitive aondd.tio:o:. 
The necessities of war overruled such considerations in the matter of too 
Ala-aka highway, bat ~ view in opp<>sit-i◊n t,o such a highway was held pre
vious to the war by some who were eonve:rsant with Ala.ska,• s pot-entialit-ies .. 
This -comment also applies to the fir·st. paragraph on page 5~. 

Page X, Paragraph D at bott,om of page.. It is not clear to me that 
-the word. "alienate'' is properly used in the first line of thJs paragraph. 
Retaining oYlr.l:e:rship of land in the Go-vernment is not properly referred to as 
alienation. 
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Page XIV, paragraph P. I am very glad to see the re,oo;muencji\t.1011 
for disposal 0£ in.flamma.bl;e -debris along the Alaska roadsides. ,_Phis 
de-bris: doeei ,eonstitute a gr-ave d.a.nger of forest :fires,. as· is ~vldent 
to any traveler in Al.aska, and is also verj ,n1sightly,.. If it ws,1~,e not 
t:or such: debris arid the darru!i,ge that bas alre:ady 00ourred due t·o fires 
and Ql.\t"el~S-$ e1atting along the roads I believe t,ne epruc:e fore-sts border
ing tht road.$ides w01a.J:.d '.not. im .fereibly strike the author (!)f the, r~port 
as ttfttnerea.lu and depressing.. I wondered 1!lhat tts.-ele·ctd:.v-.e -eutting 1ti might 
Yef er' t0, but· f onnd it sat.i·sfaetorily explained in the body of th©- report. 

P:ag.e 6~ line 10. Does the. anow-1ine• creep low~r- as the smnmer sea-son 
advances in Ala.ska? I pre-slllll:e the snow-line is the l'O'Wer limi·t of -t,he 
snowfields, and: t.hat w@uld ascend .a.s the summ.er progresses. 

Page s, f'irs.t paragraph... The :ra:ilil:-forests ~ south.east- ,A,laska are 
similar in their lush eharac.ter tG> those of the northern Pacif.ia coast 
or· the tJnit~d. States ~nt not aJ.to.1eth:er 1similar i.n eompo$itfan. Douglas
.fir-, which is one of the most important speci.es of the rain-£01·ests o-:f 
western WasM.ngton. and Oregon, does not extend l:lp into Ala.ska. Would 
you term. the• southeast portion of Alaska arctic? (See line e) I qaestion 
that. 

Third paragraph. Mining timbers -ecauld be· added as an important ii-se 
of the ti1111.be:r in the inte-rier o:f Al~eika •. There .is or us a sa•ill Qtl 

the a.utski.rts o.f Fair-banks that was -ob~ining lctgs t:rom the interior and 
producing fair- lumber f-or om:nst:ru:ction use. Some· 0.f the interior spruce 
attains a diametir of 1su diameter 'breast high or better. 

?age 25, first paragraph. With the pr:e-ee-nt high cost o:f a.irplane 
travel in Alaskn I hardly believe a week ... end fl:tght from Fairbanks to 
~ru.neS:u is eor.9:pa:ra'ble. to a trt:p :f:rom the lllron:z: t-o Coney I~Lan<d fgr the 
average .tam'.i},Y-: Pt. little too much exaggeration there .. 

Page 3o, 2nd line. Ssme correction neees-sary- in wording. Apparently 
should be '~will :rreq:u.ir·e modern:bation and e~ps;:n::;ion.~1 ~ 

Page 71, 2nd par-1,1,graph, lilile 12. US.ilk shi:rtsn vrere an attribut.e of 
the first. world war,: bli!t, l doubt the.ir prevalence now. 

Page 101, 2nd paragraph,. lltie 5. Ylby inclusion qf the wo;r-d 0 probabl:,•t? 

Page 115., 1st para.graph, line i. Sa.me 'question r'egarding the use ,o,£ 
nrali-enat.e 1' a.e raised o.n page X, paragraph; D. 

Last line. 1166~66.6-page spr~ad 11., Rave- any ciphers been o.mitted i':t•.om. • 
this figure? The figure looks. too small to m.e, •. 

Page 169, 3.Fd paragraph, last, line. n,$24,000.u.. Will not most of 
the 1wages £all wlthin t,he· lower income brackets whieh wc:nu.d return less: 
than i0% to the Gov-e:inament in inoom.e taxe$? 

5 
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Pa:ge 1'74;,, I questi©n whether pr-ovi.sio.:ti for permanent tourist.$ 
!ae1li t+el!i aliong the. Ala.ska highway bel(!)ngs in any National Par:k ~hsrnoe 
bNdget estimate .. , 

Page, 1'18, Vims there an,; reason why P'1iA money could no,t 'be used .for 
censtruct-iQ"n w.o:rk by force ae'count in. place o.f contract.) if that had been 
d'esired? 

Page 181, 1st paragraph. 'While it is stated tha't there ls no intent 
to im1ggest th~t. a ban be pl11ced upon development by private capital of· 
tour:i:st 5toppll.ng pla~es in loua.tiot1$ other than those· listed for govern
mental .Provis,i~n, .at the: same time if tlje report is 00:!"re,et in listing 
the· key recr•e~tional f'aailities required and they are reserved for 
goveroment c,onstruetion. in advance o.f the travel flood, there 11:l' not 
mu.eh left for· private •capital. until ancl unless the travel develops to a 
b)eint in exceser. of t,he eaipaoity o:f the government owned. .f~cilities. 

While I 'Was re.a.ding Chapter I!l, Maj or Road:s:, I eould net help but 
wish the.re were· some more detailed maps, sim:i,lar to the strip maps issued 
by the antomo·bile a·ssociations,. to help v:Lsualiz·e· the excellent typed 
discussions o,f the respeat,i.v:a seationsof the highway system.. Would it 
be possible to insert Eiudh map$ a.s marginal :ill'lflstrations on the pages 
te which they are til.osti applieable? 

•' I believe the re1;ort could be somewhat shortened by briefing the 
discussions of" geology 11, agriculture, experiment st,ations.,. etc., so as 
to give on:ly such data as is pertinent to the essential st,udy o.f the 
protection of value$ adjacent tQ the highway and the e-stabl.:ishment of 
recreational facilities. required for the best use of the· highway. 

I might add that the Goverrunent Printing Of . .f'ice prescribes one 
up• in t.raveler, traveling, etc.. 'fhese -vrords occur so• freq11ent1y tha·t 
the elimil!lation of the superfluous 111 1t may save a page oT so • 

Chief :forester. 

August 28, 1944 .. 
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• • t•s.~X'QY- dt:eiJmQ<t.n I t:ec111:ved. :troh1: thtt Ohli#i' @.a\'.Ws.el.fa 
O.!t'i_, fw ·.rq· &3.patute a, mem.or£Uld!lra .it~r A~sistaut &~~t~ 
~er- ttr~t.:a.g ,a d;raft. .of. a tdll to ctl~ime t:eu~st 
tacilltie• • ter· t.ne ~S:lm Hip~. as ~qtfflsteit :tu lkr. 
f!ai,mer•s, ~~m. ~ 'De(lenw~ lt. • 

l.m .. i'dce -ttld ~ b~g 'thie& s!Ubj~ tQ ~ at:tent:l~n 
·Jlhm¼. • _\ta.$. in. tilB ~ago Ofl:tce, la8.'t • rnd.a.y • 'bd~ Jsa.,_ 
ing $.t.>:t •tatsstppi~ 'F"1ll. neittat:iou · ine,lud.ed m ·tne file 
M . thi,s :Silb.:kict :lt .appe~ tf.11 ·ma tbe.t i1r. DrufF WCl\l~ 'ba 
V&'l!';f de~ Of lmvitndng the prope$ed Ji>ill ·be.£'~ it is 
f~~-d ·to ~tn and mtge.ht. wiath to ba:ve i.t a~o•pN.'1i.6d 
by a :&ta'bl~\ t~ h,ltm. • . 

. ~ x-tgre~ ~ Airthe::ir de~ in this m~tter-~ bw.t I t~w 
it, U. bt~y de•~le that tba £1~ l!)Q l\tld tcr, lfl"'~ .»rm.?'·s 
~-~ al\d uill bdng. it tEt bJ.; .a'tt'$ltti.t'JIR ' inmrod-t&lf' l!lPQrJ: 
l)iS . Nt~ m~ Florida. • 

I.· 'W&'llt Y• te lmn tbs·. C!rG.Wil$tances ao tllat it). tJ,a.s. 
,iJl(J.nirt :u. ~e- by ·t!uJ Ji&$1:atpt Seereta:q•J $ Of£Ji.ee· lfG~ • •C$t 

~ldn. tut I fe1t it- ne-ee$'$Al'I' to ~i:t M:t'i" lb:uQ"1e retU.la 
and thct;;ti ?kt;, Pr.toe is not. ·reaprmsible. ~'°lt the adtlit,ional. dela,·fl 

cei Regular ma,.il* 
14-. Druq - Chicago Office .• 
Mr.. Coffman-.~-....:. 
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