
ADMIN ISTRATION 

Both Johns town Flood Nat ional Memor ia l and 
Al legheny Portage Railroad Nat ional Histor ic 
S i te are a d m i n i s t e r e d by t h e N a t i o n a l Park 
Service, U.S. Depar tment of the Inter ior . 

The National Park System, of wh i ch these parks 
are uni ts, is dedicated to conserv ing the great 
h is tor ical , na tura l , and recreat ional places of the 
United States for the benefi t and enjoyment of 
the people. 

A super intendent , whose address is Box 216, 
Johns town , Pa. 1 5907, is in charge of both parks. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR the Na
t ion's pr incipal natural resource agency—has a 
special obl igat ion to assure that our expendable 
resources are conserved, that our renewable 
r e s o u r c e s a re m a n a g e d t o p r o d u c e o p t i m u m 
benefi ts, and that all resources con t r ibu te to the 
progress and prosper i ty of the Uni ted States, 
now and in the fu tu re . 
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An immense earthen dam, weakened by days of 
s t eady r a i n , gave w a y on t h e a f t e r n o o n of 
May 3 1 , 1889, and poured mil l ions of tons of 
water down the nar row valley of the Li t t le Cone-
maugh River in western Pennsylvania. The f lood 
devastated the thr iv ing steel center of Johns
town and its nearby communi t ies and gave the 
Nat ion an endur ing legend. Some 2,200 persons 
perished w i th in a few hours, and other thousands 
lost everyth ing but their l ives. 

To c o m m e m o r a t e w h a t u n t i l t h e n was t h e 
Nation's w o r s t natural disaster,Congress in 1964 
author ized a 55-acre Johns town Flood Nat ional 
Memor ia l to be established at the site of the old 
dam on the South Fork. The dam was or iginal ly 
const ruc ted by the State f rom 1836 to 1846 to 
f e e d w a t e r d u r i n g d r y spe l l s t o t h e w e s t e r n 
division of the Pennsylvania Canal, a 395-mile 
waterway between Philadelphia and Pi t tsburgh. 

Only a shor t distance f rom the site of the dam are 
the remains of the Al legheny Portage Rai lroad, 
built between 1831 and 1 834 to cross a forested 
mountain divide and link the eastern and west
ern divisions of the canal. Congress has desig
nated these s t ruc tures as the Al legheny Portage 
Railroad National Histor ic Site " to i l lustrate the 
signi f icant role of the . . .Po r tage Railroad and 
the Pennsylvania Canal in the Nation's h is tory." 

The memoria l and the histor ic site wi l l consist 
of f ive areas tota l ing more than 1,000 acres. 
Once s u f f i c i e n t l and has been a c q u i r e d , t h e 
National Park Service wi l l begin developing both 
parks f o r t h e v i s i t i n g p u b l i c . One i m p o r t a n t 
mission is to safeguard surv iv ing ear thworks , 
s t ructures, and bui ldings associated w i t h the 
canal, ra i l road, and f lood . Another wi l l be to in
terpret t h rough a variety of means the chapter 
of Pennsylvania's t ranspor ta t ion and social his
to ry represented by these physical remains. 

THIS BUILDING AT MAIN AND CLINTON STREET WITH THE CORNER MISSING WAS REPAIRED AND STANDS TODAY. 

Johnstown Flood 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL 

Allegheny 
Portage Railroad 

NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE, PENNSYLVANIA 
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THE PENNSYLVANIA CANAL AND THE PORTAGE RAILROAD 

One of the great public works of its day, the 
Pennsylvania Canal was const ruc ted between 
1826 and 1834 to connect the Ohio Valley and 
the S ta te ' s eas te rn s e a b o a r d . For o v e r t w o 
decades—unti l doomed by the rise of the rail
road and its own obsolesence—the canal was 
the main line west . In 1857 the burgeoning 
Pennsylvania Railroad bought the canal, and 7 
years later the western division was abandoned. 
The eastern division remained in operat ion unti l 
1899. That year an observer, speaking of the 
engineering t r i umph t ha t t heA I I eg h en y crossing 
represented, said: "The crossing of the Rocky 
Mounta ins decades af terwards was not so dif f i 
cult an under tak ing at that t ime as the crossing 
of the Al leghenies at the t ime the Old Portage 
road was bui l t . " 
Ten incl ined planes —five for the 1,400-foot 
ascent and f ive for the 1,200-foot descent—a 
901 -foot tunne l , and long level stretches carr ied 
the double-tracked rai l road 36 miles across the 

THE ROUTE OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CANAL. 

Alleghenies f rom Hol l idaysburg to Johns town . 
At each town's canal basin, t ravelers and cargo 
t ransfer red f rom barges to specially designed 
rai l road cars, wh ich were pulled up the incl ined 
planes by "endless" ropes powered by steam 
en gin e s a t t h e t o p of each incl ine. Horses or loco
motives pulled the cars over the level stretches 
between the planes. In 1842 the English novel ist 
Charles Dickens crossed the Al leghenies on the 
por tage rai l road and repor ted : " I t was very pret ty 
.. . to look down into a valley fu l l of l ight and soft
ness; catching gl impses, t h rough the t reetops, 
of scat tered cabins; chi ldren running to the 
doors ; dogs burst ing out to bark, whom we 
could see w i thou t hear ing; ter r i f ied pigs scam
pering homewards; famil ies s i t t ing out in their 
rude gardens; cows gazing upwards w i th a s tupid 
ind i f ference; men in thei r shirtsleeves looking 
on at their unf inished houses, planning out to
mor row 's work ; and we rising onward , high 
above them, like a wh i r lw ind . " 

AN 1853 VIEW OF AN INCLINED PLANE 

ABOUT YOUR VIS IT 

J o h n s t o w n F lood N a t i o n a l M e m o r i a l , at t he 
intersect ion of new U.S. 219 and Pa. 869, is 
about iy2 miles southeast of the Borough of 
South Fork. Al legheny Portage Railroad Nat ional 
Histor ic Site is in Blair and Cambria Counties. 
U.S. 22 is the main route th rough the area. 

Incline 10 Unit wi l l be 1 mile west of Duncans-
v i l l e . I nc l i ne 8 Un i t w i l l be 5 mi les w e s t of 
Duncansvi l le; the Summit Level Unit wi l l be 7V2 
miles west of Duncansvi l le; and the Staple Bend 
Tunnel Unit wi l l be at Minera l Point abou t7 miles 
northeast of Johns town over old U.S. 219. The 
Government is acquir ing land for both parks. 

A SCENE POSED BY COUNTLESS FAMILIES AFTER THE FLOOD 
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