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Dear Friends, 

You are shareholders in the national park system, and I would like to discuss your investment with you in this annual report. 

First, let me thank you for what you have done: 

• You have volunteered your time and efforts to do dozens of park jobs such as presenting educational programs, staffing 
information desks, cataloging artifacts, and taking care of campgrounds. In 1985 you donated more than 1.5 million 
hours of volunteer time worth $10 million. 

' You have given your money, beyond taxes, for National Park Service programs and for the upkeep and development of the 
national park system. Your donations in 1985 came to $11.4 million. 

• You have given your time and energy to see that the parks run smoothly by involving yourselves in local park planning 
efforts. 

• You have expressed your appreciation for the national park system in public opinion polls, in letters to officials, and in 
support of park legislation. 

• Finally, and most importantly, you have shown your support by visiting the parks. You have come in ever-increasing 
numbers over the years. In 1985 more than 350 million visits were recorded in the parks - more than there are people in 
the United States. 

Second, let me assure you that your investment - your national park system - is strong and healthy. Yellowstone, Grand 
Canyon, Carlsbad Caverns, Independence Hall, Mesa Verde, Mount Rushmore, the Statue of Liberty - all of the 337 "jewels in 
the crown " that you have title to are being well cared for. 

The system is being taken care of because you and your parents and grandparents created it and cared for it, and we will 
continue to build and enlarge the system with that same caring spirit. Yellowstone National Park was established in 1872 and, 
with it, the idea that our nation should hold its most significant real estate in trust for current and future generations. It was 
decided then that these national treasures should belong to every citizen of this great country, not to a select few. In 1916 we 
passed a law that confirmed that principle and created the National Park Service. 

I'm sure you believe, as I do, that the concept of a national park system - a uniquely American idea - is of critical importance 
to our health, welfare, and stability. Today, we are reaping the benefits of that system, and I am convinced we will continue to 
do so as long as there is an America. The system will remain strong because we have developed a park ethic that is so much a 
part of our heritage that we demand that it not be allowed to decay. 

Of course, we must continue to work to maintain its strength. Former Director Newton Drury stated that "if we are going to 
succeed in preserving the greatness of the national parks, they must be held inviolate. If we are going to whittle away at them, 
we should recognize that all such whittlings are cumulative and that the end result will be mediocrity. Greatness will be gone. " 

Because of your interest, very little has been whittled away. Granted, there are those among us who vandalize the parks or steal 
artifacts or rare plants from public lands. Even more of us litter because we don't feel involved. Last year it cost you and me 
$15 million just to pick up litter; the cost in Yosemite alone was $180,000. Secretary of the Interior Donald Hodel is concerned 


