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Not like the brazen giant of Greek fame, 
With conquering limbs astride from land to land; 
Here at our sea-washed, sunset gates shall stand 
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame 
Is the imprisoned lightning, and her name 
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon hand 
Glows world-wide welcome; her mild eyes command 
The air-bridged harbor that twin cities frame. 
"Keep ancient lands, your storied pomp!" cries she 
With silent lips. "Give me your tired, your poor, 
Your huddled masses yearning to breathe free, 
The wretched refuse of your teeming shore. 
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, 
I lift my lamp beside the golden door!" 

The New Colossus 
Emma Lazarus 
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Dear Shareholders: 

Anniversaries are a convenient time for reflection on the past and contemplation of the future. In 1986 we marked many anniversaries, 
among them the Statue of Liberty's centennial, the nation's 210th birthday, and the National Park Service's 70th anniversary. A 
landmark occasion was the inclusion of Nevada's spectacular Great Basin National Park into the national park system, after five decades 

of discussion. 

Each such occasion has given us the opportunity to examine what we have done and where we will go from a new perspective. 
Collectively, they put me in mind of the theme we have chosen for 1987, the bicentennial year of America's Constitution: 
"Blessings of Liberty." 

In my travels and conversations, I am constantly reminded that it is the special privilege of the National Park Service to serve as 
guardian of the tangible reminders of those blessings. We have been entrusted with the care of vital pieces of the natural and 
cultural mosaic that is our national heritage. And it is the accessibility of these priceless treasures that offers a unique 
opportunity to seek out - and find - the intangible glories that stir the awe and aspirations of all who come to share their 
majesty. These are the true blessings of liberty. 

The Service and the parks it manages offer stunning diversity. Remote and rugged landscapes, lively, populous cityscapes, 
dramatic vistas, soaring monuments, quiet, gentle trails, and humble homes of ordinary people can all be found within the 
national park system. Rangers, maintenance workers, planners, secretaries, lifeguards, historians, research scientists, and night 

watchmen all serve a common goal, working for a common cause. By tradition, renewed with each new employee, the Service is specially 
blessed with a deeply committed, caring work force. 

This system of parks represents the colorful, varied history of the United States and the continent where it was born and grew into 
worldwide influence. The cultural heritage is reflected in Indian archeological sites, black history sites, battlegrounds, bleak prisons, 
homes of the wealthy and^ influential and the poor and struggling. An incredible array of natural features, from the mighty canyon we 
call Grand to the delicate wildflowers above the Arctic Circle, are protected for future generations as well as our own. 

In the Preamble to the Constitution where we find the phrase "blessings of liberty," we also find that the authors of that guiding 
masterpiece of the American way of life speak of "our posterity." 

In the pages that follow, we in the National Park Service are taking the time to explain what has been done and what direction we are 
taking to assure that our posterity will perpetually enjoy the blessings of liberty. 

We look forward to the comments and suggestions you may have for this and future years. 


