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They stand like silent sentinels, vigilantly watching over the pastoral landscape.
The monuments at Antietam National Battlefield are tangible reminders of a
costly war and America’s bloodiest day. Whether they are grand sculptured
columns or simple stones, granite or bronze, each monument has a story. A
permanent record of dedication, courage, and sacrifice that is reflected in each
monument’s unique design and artistry.

The monuments were placed by veterans of the battle, and the states that
participated. They are typically located where the soldiers, regiments, or brigades
fought during the battle. There are currently ninety-six monuments at Antietam,
the majority of which represent the Union army. After the war, the former
Confederacy was so devastated it was difficult for the veterans to raise the needed
money to build monuments. Nearby Pennsylvania has the most monuments in
the park. There are six state monuments and eight dedicated to individuals.

The time period that the majority of the monuments were
erected was from 1890 to 1910. During these two decades
there was a confluence of events that led to a rapid growth
of monumentation, here at Antietam and at many other
battlefields. First, the U.S. War Department created
five national military parks, including Antietam,
for the purpose of military study in the 1890s. This
formalized the idea that the land was to be preserved
and commemorated. Secondly, veterans of the Civil
War had developed both the economic and political
strength required to get monuments built. Third,
reunions of Civil War veterans were being held here
and across the country where the former soldiers
gathered to reminisce. The predictable result of these
get-togethers was the idea to represent their memory
and service with something more permanent.
Finally, with old age and mortality closing in, it was
time for the veterans to act before it was too late.

This brochure provides a map and list of all of the
monuments, along with photographs and stories of
some of the most distinctive and interesting ones. As you
tour the battlefield, take the time to stop and examine
the intricacy and the splendor of these true pieces of
art, remember the soldiers who made these memorials
possible, and enjoy Antietam’s monuments.
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A Soldier’s Journey

The colossal structure of granite that
stands in the center of the Antietam
National Cemetery reaches skyward 44
feet-7 inches, weighs 250 tons, and is
made up of twenty-seven pieces. The
soldier, made of two pieces joined at

the waist, depicts a Union infantryman
standing “in place rest” facing homeward
to the north. The soldier itself is 2172 feet
tall, and weighs about thirty tons.

Designed by James G. Batterson of
Hartford, CT, and sculpted by James
Poletto of Westerly, RI, for a cost of
over $32,000, the “Private Soldier” first
stood at the gateway of the Centennial
Exposition in Philadelphia, PA in 1876.
It was disassembled again for the long
journey to Sharpsburg. On September
17, 1880, the statue was finally in place
where it was formally dedicated.
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Casualties of Command

Six generals were killed or mortally
wounded during the battle of Antietam.
Each general is commemorated with
what is called a “mortuary cannon,” a
cannon tube, muzzle down in a block of
stone. The War Department constructed
these unique memorials in 1896 during

the early development period of the
battlefield.

Of the six fallen men, three were from
the Union and three were Confederates.
Incredibly, twelve more generals were
wounded during the battle, six from each
side. Two other generals were killed at
the Battle of South Mountain, three days
earlier, one Union and one Confederate.
The total for the two battles was twenty
generals killed or wounded - ten from
each side.

The three Union generals with mortuary cannons on the battlefield are:

Major General Joseph King Fenno Mansfield
Major General Israel Bush Richardson
Brigadier General Isaac Peace Rodman

The three Confederate generals killed were:

Brigadier General George Burgwyn Anderson
Brigadier General Lawrence O’Bryan Branch
Brigadier General William Edwin Starke

The Maryland Monument
This monument is the only one on the
battlefield dedicated to the soldiers who
fought for both sides. During the Civil
War, Maryland remained in the Union,
but was a politically divided, slave holding
border state. Marylanders fought for
both the Union and the Confederacy.

Approximately 20,000 people attended
the dedication on May 30, 1900. General
James Longstreet, Henry Kyd Douglas
and many veterans of both the Union
and Confederate armies were all present
for the ceremony. President William

McKinley, also a veteran of the Battle of
Antietam, was the keynote speaker:

“I am glad to meet on this field the followers
of Lee, Jackson, Longstreet, and Johnson,
with the followers of McClellan, Grant,
Sherman, and Sheridan, greeting each
other, not with arms at their hands but
with affection in every heart. .. This
meeting after these many years has but one

sentiment, love for Nation and flag.”

Medal and ribbon presented
at the dedication, and
photo of the construction.

Lone Star Tribute

At 2:00 on Veterans Day, 1964 the
Director of the National Park Service
George Hartzog, Jr. accepted the Texas
State Monument on behalf of the
American people. The South Hagerstown
High School Band played the Star
Spangled Banner, America the Beautiful,
and the Battle Hymn of the Republic
and Miss Maryland, Donna McCauley
unveiled the monument.

This monument is one of the few
Confederate monuments located at
Antietam. There were three Texas

regiments that fought here—the 1st,
4th, and 5th Texas Infantry. All three
regiments fought in the Cornfield and
suffered terrible casualties. In fact, the
1st Texas lost over 82% men killed and
wounded.

The monument is made of sunset red
granite, the same stone that was used
for the Texas capitol building. The
inscription reminds us that “Texas
remembers the valor and devotion of
her sons who served at Sharpsburg,
September 16-17, 1862.”
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OH, 1st Bat. Lgt., 1903 96 B A derson, 106 c
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Monumental Artwork

The Antietam monuments are incredible works of
art. See if you can find these sculptural elements
while you explore the battlefield. The answers/
monument numbers are to the right.
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