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Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:

Inventory Summary

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI), a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes 
in the national park system, is one of the most ambitious initiatives of the National Park Service 
(NPS) Park Cultural Landscapes Program.  The CLI is an evaluated inventory of all 
landscapes having historical significance that are listed on or eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources through a public 
planning process and in which the NPS has or plans to acquire any legal interest.  The CLI 
identifies and documents each landscape’s location, size, physical development, condition, 
landscape characteristics, character-defining features, as well as other valuable information 
useful to park management.  Cultural landscapes become approved CLIs when concurrence 
with the findings is obtained from the park superintendent and all required data fields are 
entered into a national database.  In addition, for landscapes that are not currently listed on the 
National Register and/or do not have adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the 
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register.   

The CLI, like the List of Classified Structures, assists the NPS in its efforts to fulfill the 
identification and management requirements associated with Section 110(a) of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, National Park Service Management Policies (2006), and Director’s 
Order #28: Cultural Resource Management.  Since launching the CLI nationwide, the NPS, in 
response to the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA), is required to report 
information that respond to NPS strategic plan accomplishments.  Two GPRA goals are 
associated with the CLI: bringing certified cultural landscapes into good condition (Goal 1a7) 
and increasing the number of CLI records that have complete, accurate, and reliable 
information (Goal 1b2B).

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is gathered from existing secondary sources found in 
park libraries and archives and at NPS regional offices and centers, as well as through on-site 
reconnaissance of the existing landscape.  The baseline information collected provides a 
comprehensive look at the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in 
context of the site’s overall significance. Documentation and analysis of the existing landscape 
identifies character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the 
landscape’s overall integrity and an assessment of the landscape’s overall condition.  The CLI 
also provides an illustrative site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit.  
Unlike cultural landscape reports, the CLI does not provide management recommendations or 

CLI General Information:
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treatment guidelines for the cultural landscape.

Inventory Unit Description:

The Raspberry Island Light Station landscape is located at the northeast point of the Bayfield Peninsula 
in Bayfield County, Wisconsin, within Apostle Islands National Lakeshore which encompasses most of 
Lake Superior’s Apostle Islands Archipelago. Raspberry Island, approximately 296 acres, is one of the 
smaller islands in the archipelago. It is one mile long and a half mile wide. The light station is situated on 
the southwest end of the island on a 6 acre site. The light guided vessels through the West Channel into 
the harbors. 

The Raspberry Island Light Station is significant as part of the collection of Apostle Island Light 
Stations. These stations are defined by two themes:  1) the development and evolution of resources 
directly associated with light stations’ use as navigational aids, a history strongly affected by the 
economic conditions that influenced shipping patterns and by the technological changes that influenced 
lighthouse working systems (foghorns; lights) and 2) the development and evolution of domestic 
resources associated with the shelter, sustenance, and recreation of the personnel charged with station 
operation and maintenance (CLR 2004, 19). The current built environment at the Raspberry Island 
Station, including the buildings and structures, principal circulation routes, and garden plots, largely dates 
from the second period of development at the station which began with construction of the fog signal 
building in 1902 and extended through the end of Coast Guard management in 1947.

A draft National Historic Landmark (NHL) nomination was written for the Apostle Islands Lighthouses 
in 2002. The period of significance for this document spans from 1856 with the construction of the 
Michigan Island Light until the end of U.S. Coast Guard management and operation in 1978. Both the 
National Register and NHL nomination establish that eight buildings and seven structures retain integrity 
and contribute to the significance of the Raspberry Island Light Station.

The Raspberry Island Light Station was included in a National Register of Historic Places nomination of 
the Apostle Islands Lighthouses listed in the National Register on March 8, 1977. The period of 
significance in the nomination is from 1852 when the first Apostle Islands lighthouse, La Pointe, was 
established to 1901 when the present tower was erected at Devil’s Island. The year 1929, when a new 
keeper’s house was built as part of the Michigan Island Lighthouse complex, is also tacked onto this 
period.
According to the Cultural Landscape Report, The Raspberry Island Light Station landscape represents 
two distinct development eras:  1862 to 1901 and 1902 to 1947. For the first forty years, the light station 
experienced little change to its physical plant, with the exception of a few small-scale improvements 
added to the site. In 1902, planning for the addition of a fog signal at Raspberry Island caused a flutter 
of new activity. New structures were built to accommodate the technology and a third keeper was 
hired. To hold another employee, the lighthouse was rebuilt to the current configuration in 1906. In 1947, 
the light and fog signal were fully automated. This eliminated the need for keepers and the station lay 
vacant for the first time in eighty years. In 1975, the National Park Service (NPS) took possession of 
Raspberry Island, as part of the Apostle Islands National Lakeshore. The existing landscape of the light 
station features a cluster arrangement of structures and reflects the historical functions of a manned 
light station.
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The Coast Guard continues to maintain an automated light beacon at the edge of the bluff on Raspberry 
Island. The historical building cluster located in the lighthouse yard has been maintained by the NPS as 
an interpretive site. While the exterior of the lighthouse has a high degree of integrity, the interior has 
experienced some loss of integrity due to alterations completed during the 1960s. The clearing 
surrounding the lighthouse also has lost some integrity.  Second growth forest and invasive species have 
encroached into the clearing, which has not been actively maintained since at least 1957. This 
encroachment obscures the boundary between the island forest and the fenced lighthouse yard which 
were historically two different and clearly delineated zones. In addition, the unmanaged landscape 
would serve as an obstruction to the visibility of a light that once acted as a beacon on Lake Superior.

Site Plan

Map illustrating existing conditions at Raspberry Island Light Station (CLR 2004, 11).
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Property Level and CLI Numbers

Raspberry Island Light StationInventory Unit Name:

LandscapeProperty Level:

 500366CLI Identification Number:

Parent Landscape:  500366

Park Information

Park Name and Alpha Code : Apostle Islands National Lakeshore -APIS 

Park Organization Code: 6140

Park Administrative Unit : Apostle Islands National Lakeshore

CLI Hierarchy Description

The Raspberry Island Light Station has been identified as a landscape situated on Raspberry Island 
which is located off the northeast point of a peninsula on the western side of Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore. This area is part of the West Channel leading into the harbors.
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Park map. (NPS,1999)
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Concurrence Status

Inventory Status: Complete

Completion Status Explanatory Narrative:

Initial research was conducted by seasonals Kathleen Fitzgerald and Richard Radford during 
FY99 and determined that based on initial research the number of landscapes for the park 
which were presented in the CLI would form a baseline from which to conduct further 
inventory work.  Former Cultural Landscapes Program Leader Sherda Williams and Historical 
Landscape Architect Marla McEnaney reviewed the landscape hierarchy presented in the CLI.  
Data entry was completed by Alesha Hauser in 2008-2009 based on the completed Cultural 
Landscape Report/EA

Concurrence Status:

YesPark Superintendent Concurrence:

Park Superintendent Date of Concurrence: 07/22/2009

National Register Concurrence: Eligible -- SHPO Consensus Determination

Date of Concurrence Determination: 09/28/2009

The 2004 CLR/EA which evaluates and treats 6 acres came after the 1977 NR nomination and 
was reviewed by the SHPO as part of the 2005 FONSI process, with the correspondence on 
the project being part of the admin record held at the park.

National Register Concurrence Narrative:

Concurrence Graphic Information:
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07/22/2009 Superintendent Concurrence
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09/28/2009 SHPO Concurrence - acrerage was taken from CLR/EA for the site for which there is 
a 2005 FONSI.  Admin record for project and SHPO consultation is required to be held at park.
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Cover of 2004 CLR/EA from which CLI was derived.
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