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In honor of Juneteenth, the E-Gram focuses on African American archeology
African American Cemetery Found Under Florida Parking Lot
Residents in a historically Black neighborhood in Clearwater, Florida, have long shared rumors of
unmarked graves left behind when an all-black cemetery was moved to another town in the 1950s. An
archeological survey has confirmed this speculation. Researchers recently used ground-penetrating
radar to analyze land in the Tampa Bay community of Clearwater Heights.
Under a paved parking lot, archeologists discovered 70 possible graves just below the surface of the lot,
says Jeff Moates of the Florida Public Archaeology Network. The team only surveyed a fifth of the 2.5acre cemetery plot, raising the possibility that more graves may be hidden at the site.
The St. Matthew Missionary Baptist Church established the cemetery in 1909. When the church sold the
land in 1955, most of the bodies buried in the graveyard were moved to another African American
cemetery in nearby Dunedin. But some of the graves were unmarked, and they appear to have been left
behind during the move. Over the next 50 years, the plot of land hosted a department store, an
administrative building and a technology firm.
The new discovery is the latest in a string of key historical finds across Tampa Bay. In the past year
alone, four historical Black cemeteries have been identified. Two years ago, the Zion Cemetery was
identified beneath the Tampa Housing Authority and restaurant warehouses. Using GPR, researchers
discovered more than 300 unmarked graves. Their findings led to the rediscovery of other cemeteries in
the area, including a nearly all-black grave site hidden beneath a Tampa high school. Spurred by the
recent spate of discoveries, experts from the University of South Florida and the Florida Public
Archaeology Network are researching unmarked graves and working to identify the people buried within.
In February 2019, Congressional lawmakers introduced the African-American Burial Grounds Network
Act, which seeks to create a national database of historic Black cemeteries under the auspices of the NPS.
From report by Nora McGreevy, Smithsonian Magazine
Smithsonian Museum Launches 'Talking About Race' Portal
The National Museum of African American History and Culture (NMAAHC) has launched an online
portal to provide Americans with resources to reflect on their own history with race and to lead
conversations about race. The portal provides targeted guidance for educators, parents or caregivers, and
people committed to equity, as well as resources delving into the history of race and racism.
The portal provides digital tools, online exercises, video instructions, scholarly articles and more
than 100 multi-media resources to help individuals and communities discuss race and racism. The writers
suggest that talking about race starts with personal reflection and offers prompts to assist individuals in
thinking about their own relationship with race.
Each section includes tangible action items to help individuals navigate conversations. The portal also
provides deep dives into specific topic areas such as bias, historical foundations of race, social identities,
and systems of oppression. The portal includes a range of multimedia resources, including “What is

Intersectionality?” and “RACE ≠ DNA: If Race Is a Social Construct, What's Up With DNA Ancestry
Testing?"
NAAMHC writers explain, “Talking about race, although hard, is necessary. We are here to provide tools
and guidance to empower your journey and inspire conversation.”
From report in FedManager

Message from the Archeology E-Gram Staff
In honor of Juneteenth, the Archeology E-Gram staff gives a shout-out to the Society of Black
Archaeologists (SBA) and the resources available on the SBA website. The SBA works to increase the
number of professionally trained archeologists of African descent through the promotion of social
responsibility, academic excellence and the creation of spaces that foster the SBA’s goals and
activities. It promotes the proper treatment of African and African diaspora material culture,
promotes community engagement and collaborations within the field, raises and addresses concerns
related to African peoples worldwide, and highlights contributions people of African descent have
made to the field of archeology.
The SBA website offers links to other websites of interest, as well as a range of resources for
teaching and learning about African American archeology. The Resources page contains a series of
online maps and databases that consolidate much geospatial and demographic research on African
Americans in the United States.
SBA also sponsored a panel discussion “Archaeology in the Time OF Black Lives Matter,” on June
25, 2020, in which archeologists explored ways that archeology can make systemic changes to
ensure that the profession represents fairly all facets of America’s story, encourages students from
all backgrounds to consider archeology as a profession, and creates environments for scholars to
thrive. A recording of this timely discussion is available on the SBA website.
To watch the discussion, and explore the SBA website, go to
https://www.societyofblackarchaeologists.com/

Helicopters Threaten Archeological Resources at Montezuma Castle National Monument
In May and June, park rangers at Montezuma Castle NM noticed tour helicopters flying dangerously close
to the Montezuma Castle cliff dwelling. In doing so, the pilots were risking serious damage to the site’s
ancient architecture. Cliff dwellings and other archeological sites are ancestral and sacred places for
Native Americans, they support the local tourist economy, and they offer opportunities to learn about a
fascinating and complicated history.
Studies show that rotor vibrations from close-flying helicopters can cause serious problems. At
Montezuma Castle, these vibrations could easily damage or destroy 850-year-old wooden ceilings and
masonry walls. To help protect archeological sites and noise-sensitive areas, the Federal Aviation
Administration advises pilots to fly no lower than 2,000 feet above national park units. While this is a
recommendation, damage to archaeological sites caused by irresponsible flying can also result in civil and
criminal penalties.
By Matt Guebard, Archeologist, Montezuma NM
Pecos Conference 2020 Cancelled
Pecos Conference 2020 is cancelled in response to the COVID19 pandemic. Organizer Chuck Riggs
made the decision with the unanimous support of the Board of Directors of Southwestern Archaeology,
Inc. The essence of Pecos Conference is networking and face-to-face interactions, a format that is not
amenable to current legal mandates and recommendations for social distancing.
Pecos Conference will be held next in the same location near Mancos, Colorado, over August 5-9, 2021.
The Cordell/Powers Prize Committee has extended the age limit for Cordell/Powers Prize presenters by
one year to 36 for 2021 to ensure that no one who would have been in their final year of eligibility for
2020 misses their opportunity to participate. Additionally, the Board of Directors passed an Emergency
Resolution to extend all terms of the Board of Directors by one year, because cancellation of Pecos
Conference 2020 also cancelled the annual Business Meeting and election for the positions of Treasurer,
Vice President, and Pecos Organizer.
Tribal Leaders Protest Move to Virtual Consultations
To protect people during the pandemic, Federal agencies have moved public meetings and tribal
consultations for proposed projects to a virtual format. However, lack of internet and cell phone service
makes participating in virtual hearings difficult for Indigenous communities who are most likely to be
impacted by the projects.
Nearly all federal land agencies have tribal consultation policies. Consultation requirements are
outlined in the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and in several state
and federal laws, as an extension of tribal sovereignty. In 2019, however, the Government
Accountability Office examined the tribal consultation process and reported that tribal officials did
not believe agencies considered their input, and that consultations started too late. The watchdog
office offered 22 cross-agency recommendations.
One of the basic values of tribal consultation is the sense of accountability, said Kevin Washburn
(Chickasaw Nation), former assistant secretary of Indian Affairs. Accountability is made more
apparent when everyone is in the same room. “Tribes need to know that the federal official is
genuinely interested in creating good policy. If trust does not exist, the communication won’t be
effective.”
From report by Anna V. Smith, High Country News

Call for Editor: Advances in Archaeological Practice
The Society for American Archaeology (SAA) invites applications for the editorship of Advances in
Archaeological Practice—the most recently established journal published by the Society, currently in its
8th volume. The term is for three years and may be renewed once with the approval of the Publications
Committee and Board. The editor position falls vacant on April 1, 2022, when the current editors, Sarah
Herr, Christina Rieth, and Sjoerd van der Linde, complete their terms. The editorship is preceded by a
one-year transition with the current editors, beginning with the editor-designate’s appointment in Spring
2021 until the start of the new editor’s term in Spring 2022. Deadline: January 1, 2021.
For more information, go to https://www.saa.org/quick-nav/saa-media-room/saa-news/2020/06/08/callfor-editor-advances-in-archaeological-practice.
Videos on Stone Tool Manufacture Available
After forced by the pandemic to cancel classes, including Hands-On Archeology, Archaeology SouthWest
has published on Youtube a series of short videos about making stone tools. While no substitute for
hands-on experience, the five films are a nice introduction to the most common class of artifact found in
most American Indian sites without access to European American material culture. Ancient Technologies
expert Allen Denoyer demonstrates aspects of flint knapping while providing chatty, accessible, (and
delightful) commentary on raw materials, tool preferences, and other elements of the tool making process.
The videos are part of the Archaeology SouthWest’s Video Archive, that has a wide variety of useful
films whose topics encompass the American Southwest and beyond.
You can check them out at https://www.archaeologysouthwest.org/videos/. The toolmaking videos are
bundled together at:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLnQ9uhFs_hq7N2WaiO-ZGbk9FpxSeLW9S .
Archiving the Archaeologists
The Society of American Archeology’s History of Archaeology Interest Group continues to add to the
Archiving the Archaeologists project. New interviews include Arlyn Simon, Lori Pendleton, and Bill
Lipe.
To see all the interviews, check out the Archiving the Archaeologists playlist on SAA’s YouTube channel
at https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCJ54dtuh9q8zAjCBaHna6eQ.

International Archaeology Day 2020
The Archaeological Institute of America (AIA) is introducing new ways to participate in International
Archaeology Day 2020 as a Collaborating Organization. An organization is eligible to be a Collaborating
Organization if it:
• Participates in online sessions and contributes to the conversation with other collaborators
• Promotes IAD to constituents (through social media, member newsletters, etc.)

•
•
•

Plans an online event or activity
Plans a socially distant event
Plans a regular event (if your host institution deems it is safe to do so)

On June 10, 2020, the AIA hosted its first themed online session for IAD Collaborating Organizations-Keeping Things Hands-on at Home: Creating Kits. Hosted by AIA Programs Staff Ben Thomas and
Meredith Langlitz, the session was created for collaborators to network and brainstorm about new and
different ways to present public programming during the pandemic.
Kits have become an area of increased interest in recent months as archeologists and museum educators
grapple with the challenges of translating hands-on programming for online audiences. IAD
Collaborating Organizations and AIA Society Officers may also request access to the recording of this
session for a limited time. For access, please email Ben Thomas (bthomas@archaeological.org).
Upcoming Online Sessions for IAD Collaborators (If link is available, click to register. )
• July 8: Online Streaming Your Programming
• July 15: Discussion for AIA Local Societies
• July 22: Reaching out to Underrepresented Groups through IAD
• July 29: Membership Retention During the Pandemic/Promoting Membership through IAD
NPS is an official partner of International Archaeology Day. For more information, about International
Archaeology Day, go to the AIA website at
https://www.archaeological.org/programs/public/archaeologyday/
The Federal Archeologist’s Bookshelf: will be back soon

GRANTS AND TRAINING: none reported at this time.
SLIGHTLY OFF TOPIC: Archaeological Conservancy is 40
From story by Paula Neely, American Archaeology Magazine
1978 was a difficult time for archeological preservation. The Antiquities Act, which was signed into law
in 1906, was deemed unconstitutional by a federal court. Furthermore, it had become less effective over
time, as penalties had never been updated. Looters faced a mere $500 fine, which was nothing compared
to the thousands of dollars they could make selling the artifacts they took.
A legislative lobbyist, Mark Michel, was engaged by the Society for American Archaeology to address
the problem, and he played a major role in the passage of the Archaeological Resources Protection Act
(ARPA) of 1979. But ARPA only applied to federal and Indian lands, not to private property. In the
United States, archeological sites, with the exception of burials in some states, belong to the landowners,
and they can do whatever they want with them. The solution, Michel decided, was to have a preservation
organization buy the sites.
Michel approached Patrick Noonan, then president of The Nature Conservancy, an environmental
organization that purchases land in order to preserve it, about also purchasing archeological sites. Noonan
thought it was a great idea, but declined to involve the conservancy. Instead, he showed Michel how to
use The Nature Conservancy as a model to start a new preservation organization. Backed by funding from
The Rockefeller Brothers Fund and the Ford Foundation, Michel, archeologist Steven LeBlanc, and
physicist and businessman Jay Last founded the Archaeological Conservancy in 1980 to acquire
archeological sites and preserve and protect them for future research.

In the forty years since it was established, the Conservancy has acquired more than 550 sites in 45 states.
These sites range from Paleoindian camps to Ancestral Puebloan villages to ancient mounds to
eighteenth-century French and Indian War forts to slave dwellings.
The Conservancy’s first major acquisition was the Hopewell Mound Group, which contained at least
thirty mounds and was threatened by suburban development. A civic-ceremonial center located in what is
now Chillicothe, Ohio, it was in use from 200 B.C. to A.D. 500. The Conservancy purchased it for
$200,000, using much of its seed money. Subsequently, the Conservancy turned the land over to the NPS
for preservation and interpretation. It’s now under consideration to be designated a World Heritage Site.
The second major site the Conservancy acquired was Pueblo San Marcos, the largest pueblo ruin in the
U.S., which was occupied from A.D. 1200 to 1700. It was in the middle of a rural subdivision. The
Conservancy purchased one of three twenty-acre lots that encompassed most of the pueblo. Since then,
the Conservancy acquired the other two lots and now preserves more than ninety percent of the site. The
Cochiti, who consider themselves descendants of San Marcos’ residents, and the State of New Mexico
helped fund the latter acquisitions.
To identify sites that need to be preserved, the Conservancy relies on its five regional directors, who
consult with SHPOs, Native Americans, archeologists, and others familiar with archeological resources.
The sites must be eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, and their degree of endangerment,
availability, size, condition, importance, and research potential are taken into consideration.
Saving a site can take decades. In order to achieve its goals, the Conservancy sometimes engages in
creative partnerships with landowners, localities and states, Native Americans, nonprofit organizations,
and developers. Developers who once avoided archeologists now approach the Conservancy when they
want to donate or sell land that contains archeological resources so that they don’t have to pay for
expensive investigations prior to construction.
Before the Arizona Department of Transportation widened an overpass near the Casa Grande Ruins
National Monument in the central part of the state, archeologists conducting a cultural resource survey
discovered over 200 pit houses on two acres, the largest concentration of Hohokam residences ever found
in the region. The houses were part of a village that encompassed about ninety acres and contained
thousands of undisturbed pit houses and three ball courts.
The Conservancy did not immediately have funds to purchase the land, known as the Grewe site. In 1998,
a farmer donated two acres of the site to the Conservancy. Over the next seven years, the Conservancy
bought thirty acres from a private landowner and fifteen acres from a developer with the assistance of an
Arizona Heritage Fund grant. Walmart donated thirteen acres to the Conservancy. The Conservancy now
holds sixty of the ninety-acre site and the owner of the remaining thirty acres plans to bequeath the land to
the Conservancy.
Many of the Conservancy’s sites are open to the public for tours, to Native Americans for traditional
ceremonies, and to qualified professionals for research. Archeologists who want to investigate the
Conservancy’s sites must apply for a permit. Publicizing and opening sites to the public helps them
become a valued part of the community and protects them from looters. The Conservancy has also
pioneered the development of public interest in sites that people previously were not interested in. For
example, the Conservancy offers tours of French and Indian War fort sites in Pennsylvania, Ohio mound
sites, and Paleo-Indian sites in North Dakota.

The Conservancy has been honored by the Archaeological Institute of America, the NPS, the BLM, and
numerous state, historical, and archeological organizations. In 2019 the Conservancy won its fifth Gene S.
Stuart award, which is bestowed by the Society for American Archaeology in recognition of exceptional
efforts to enhance public understanding of archeology.
To read the full article and to learn more about the Archaeological Conservancy, go to
https://www.archaeologicalconservancy.org/.
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