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From the Office with the Doors Closed

South Slave Quarters and Arlington House

Hello!  Kendell is away on vacation in
California right now, so I’m pinch hitting for
him.  We’re heading into the second half of
the summer; the number of visitors is
beginning to drop, the students will be
returning to school, and before we know it,
we’ll be decorating for Christmas (which I’m
sure you know, is my favorite time of year).

I would like to take some time to thank all of
you, staff and volunteers, for your hard work
this past spring and summer.  We expanded
our programs to include roving
interpretation, daily guided tours,
establishing a presence at WIMSA, and
extended coverage of the site.  Maintenance
has also been busy working around the
archeological digs and the restoration of the
front steps, in addition to their unending
daily tasks. Mary Troy has been meeting with
the curators from Mount Vernon to assess
the condition of their items in our collection,
and has also been busy with cleaning and
seasonal changes in the house.

Recently Kara Walker and Becca Withers
presented a guided tour of the house with a
different “spin.”  Inspired by Karen Kinzey,
Kara and Becca did a good deal of research
on the role of religion at Arlington House,
and its profound effect on the life of Robert
E. Lee.  The program was a great success, and
the visitors who attended it seemed to enjoy
it very much.

I congratulate Karen, Kara, and Becca for
tackling such an interesting and sensitive
subject.  Over the past few years the staff
here at ARHO has showed itself to be willing
to discuss such controversial and frankly
divisive subjects like slavery, secession, and

the causes and effects of the Civil War.
Sometimes the stories are not pleasant and
not what we, or the visitors, would like to
hear.  A newspaperman from the old John
Wayne movie “The Man Who Shot Liberty
Vance” remarks than when the legend
becomes fact, prints the legend.  He could
have been speaking for the way most
Americans like to think of their history.

We will continue to talk about fact and
legend in two of our programs coming up in
the next few months.  On Saturday,
September 11, we will host “Remembering
September 11”, when several of us who were
working on that terrible day will share our
experiences with the public.  On Friday
October 8, the title of our Annual Fall

Evening Open House will be “Lee and
Brown at Harper’s Ferry.”  Activities will
include another great musical performance
by Gilmore’s Light Ensemble, a living history
program by a group that does pre Civil War
U. S. Marines, and discussions about Lee’s
role in the Harper’s Ferry Raid.
We will also feature some programs that will
explore if John Brown wasn’t the only one
who was plotting in 1859.  Mark down Friday,
October 8, on your calendar.  We look
forward to seeing you then!

Frank Cucurullo
Supervisory Park Ranger
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Area Special Events
August 1
Living history artillery demonstration at Fort
Washington Park, MD near Washington DC
at 1, 2 and 3 pm. Free with park admission.
www.nps.gov/fowa or 301-763-4600.

August 3
Walking tour, “Lincoln Assassination Tour,”
includes many of the 19th-century landmarks
associated with the event. Meets at Andrew
Jackson equestrian statue near White House,
Washington, DC. 11 am. $15. Reservations:
301-294-9514 or email
info@dcsightseing.com.

Living history, “General McClellan’s 1862
Civil War Headquarters at Harrison’s
Landing,” special tour at Berkeley Plantation
recreates the Union army’s James River
encampment following the Seven Days
Battles. Tour includes plantation house.
Located just off Route 10 between Richmond
and Williamsburg, VA. 9 am-11 am. Fee
charged. Reservations needed. 888-466-6018.

August 6
Bicycle tour of Fort Harrison, part of the
Richmond National Battlefield Park, VA.
Ranger-led seven-mile tour begins at fort’s
visitor center. 10 am. Free. www.nps.gov/rich
or 804-226-1981.

August 7
Walking tour, “Civil War Petersburg, VA: If
These Walls Could Talk.” Details: 804-733-
2400 or www.nps.gov/pete

Bus tour, three-hour “Civil War Capital:
Lincoln’s Washington,” includes visits to Fort
Stevens, a rare stop at Lincoln’s “suburban
retreat” at the Soldiers Home cottage. The
memorial to the US Colored Troops and
overviews of and stops in Washington’s Civil
War-era neighborhoods. Begins at 9:15 am at
the DC Visitor Center, 1300 Pennsylvania
Ave. $29. Reservations recommended.
www.CulturalTourismDC.org or 202-828-
WALK.

Walking tour with living history: Meet spies,

soldiers, actors and other “citizens” of
Washington, DC and decode a spy message
during “Courage! The Civil War in
Washington” walking tour. Begins 11 am at
Cosi Coffee, 10th and E streets NW. Mention
you saw it here for ticket discounts. $12 adult,
$6 under 12 (after discount). 301-588-9255 or
mail@historicstrolls.com.

Tour, staff-led walk through Fort Ward in
Alexandria, VA. 11 am. Free. 703-838-4848 or
www.fortward.org.

Veterans’ Picnic Revival at the Fisher’s Hill
Battlefield south of Strasburg, VA. A modern
commemoration and re-creation of the
formerly annual event attended by veterans
of the 1864 battle. Free. Details:
www.ShenandoahAtWar.org or 540-459-
6227.

Living history, “Camp Life of Union
Soldiers,” at the National Museum of Civil
War Medicine in Frederick, MD. 11 am-3 pm.
Free with admission. 301-695-1864 or
www.civilwarmed.org.

 Special program, “Songs and Stories of a
Civil War Hospital, Candlelight at Christ
Church,” at Christ Lutheran Church, 30
Chambersburg St., in Gettysburg, PA.
Includes music, history and refreshments. 8
pm. Free. 717-334-5212.

Special program, “From Head to Toe,
Dressing a Civil War Era Lady,” at the
Greenbrier State Park Amphitheater, MD.
7:30 pm. Park fees apply. 301-432-8065.

August 7-8
Living history, “Signal Corp Demonstration,”
at the Monocacy National Battlefield near
Frederick, MD. Free. www.nps.gov/mono or
301-662-3515.

Living history encampment and
demonstrations by a Virginia unit at Pitzer
Woods and New York soldiers at the
Pennsylvania Memorial in the Gettysburg
National Military Park, PA. www.nps.gov/

gett or 717-334-1124 extension 422.

Living history, “I Will Follow Them to the
Death: Sheridan’s Soldiers 1864,” Union
soldiers prepare for the Valley Campaign at
the Harpers Ferry National Historical Park,
WV. Free with admission. www.nps.gov/hafe
or 304-535-6298.

Living history weekend at City Point in
Hopewell, VA part of the Petersburg
National Battlefield and Grant’s
headquarters during the siege.
Demonstrations, ranger programs and more.
Free. 804-732-6092 or www.nps.gov/pete.

Reenactment, Battle of Warm Springs at
Warwickton Plantation in Warm Springs, VA.
Camps open 9 am-10 pm Saturday, 10 am-4
pm Sunday. Battles at 2 pm each day. $7 adult
admission includes wagon rides, historical
talks, living history demonstrations and tours
of the 1851 manor house on the site. Dinner
and camp dance Saturday night $15. More
information: 800-628-8092 or
www.battleofwarmsprings.com.

August 8
Guided tour of the site of a Confederate Civil
War camp and a freedman’s farm on
President James Madison’s estate,
Montpelier, near Orange, VA. Estate was
used during the winter of 1863-64 by South
Carolina troops. 2 pm. Free with admission
($11 adults). 540-672-2728 or
www.montpelier.org.

August 10
Walking tour, “Lincoln Assassination Tour,”
includes many of the 19th-century landmarks
associated with the event. Meets at Andrew
Jackson equestrian statue near White House.,
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Area Special Events (continued)

Arlington House was the home of Robert E. Lee
and his family for thirty years and is uniquely
associated with the Washington and Custis
families. It is now preserved as a memorial to
General Lee, who gained the respect of
Americans in both the North and the South.

Arlington House
The Robert E. Lee Memorial
c/o George Washington Memorial Parkway
Turkey Run Park
McLean, VA  22101

Phone
703-235-1530

Web Site
http://www.nps.gov/arho

The National Park Service cares for the
special places saved by the American people
so that all may experience our heritage.

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Washington, DC 11 am. $15. Reservations:
301-294-9514 or email
info@dcsightseing.com.

August 14
Bus tour, all day tour of the Western Front of
the Petersburg (VA)Battlefield includes the
battlefields at Weldon Railroad, Reams
Station and Peebles Farm. Reservations
required. Fee charged. Details:
www.nps.gov/pete or 804-732-3531.

Special program, “Digging Butler’s Ditch,”
living history and engineering
demonstrations at the site of the Dutch Gap
Canal on the James River, an attempt by
Union Gen. Ben Butler to change the course
of the James River below Richmond. At the
Henricus Historical Park south of
Richmond., VA. Noon-5 pm. Details: 804-
706-1340.

Dinner/lecture with Robert Zeller at the
National Civil War Museum in Harrisburg,
PA. 6 pm. Reservations required. Details:
www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org or

866-258-4729.

Living history walking tour, “After the
Battle,” see the aftermath of the Battle of
South Mountain at Gathland State Park, MD.
7:30-10 pm. $2. 301-432-8065.

August 14-15
Special program, “The Civil War in Depth,”
3-D photographs dramatically displayed by
author Bob Zeller at the National Civil War
Museum in Harrisburg, PA. 1 and 3 pm each
day. www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org or
866-258-4729.

Living history encampment and
demonstrations by Pennsylvania soldiers at
the Pennsylvania Memorial and a Virginia
unit at Spangler Spring in the Gettysburg
National Military Park, PA. www.nps.gov/
gett or 717-334-1124 extension 422.

August 19
Lecture, “The Misery Station: Fighting the
Slave Trade,” by Ed Bearss. Talk at the USS
Constellation in Baltimore’s Inner Harbor,
MD. 7 pm. $12 at door, $10 advance. 410-539-
1797 or www.constellation.org.

August 20
A Photographic Tour of Fort Harrison, part
of the Richmond National Battlefield Park,
VA. A look at photographs taken in the area
in 1864-1865. 8 pm. Free. www.nps.gov/rich
or 804-226-1981.

August 21
Special program, “Siege of Petersburg, VA
Diversity of Perspectives,” meets in front of
the Courthouse on Sycamore Street. 2-4 pm.
Free. 804-733-2400 or www.nps.gov/pete.

Special program, “Victorian Symbolism in
Cemetery Art,” at Petersburg’s Blandford
Cemetery, VA. Begins 7 pm at the church
reception center. 804-733-2400 or
www.nps.gov/pete.

Civil War Music Muster, brass bands and
other period music on the Cyclorama lawn at
the Gettysburg National Military Park, PA

followed by concert at the Pennsylvania
Monument. Free. More info, 717-334-1124
extension 422 or www.nps.gov/gett.

August 21-22
Civil War Show, annual show with hundreds
of tables of Civil War items for show and sale
at the Showplace on Mechanicsville (VA)
Turnpike (US 360 near I-64) in Richmond. 9
am-5 pm Saturday, 9 am-3 pm Sunday. Fee
charged. 540-672-4845.

Reenactment, Battle of Dry Creek at the
Greenbrier State Forest near White Sulphur
Springs, WV. Living history demonstrations,
encampment. Battle reenactment 2 pm
Sunday. Camps open 10 am both days. Free.
304-536-1944.

Living history encampment and
demonstrations by New Jersey soldiers at
Spangler Spring in the Gettysburg National
Military Park, PA. www.nps.gov/gett or 717-
334-1124 extension 422.

Civil War Days, “Battle Cry of Freedom,” at
Fort McHenry in Baltimore, MD. Living
history, demonstrations and Civil War music
concerts at 1 and 3 pm each day. 1-5 pm. Free
with park admission. www.nps.gov/fomc or
410-962-4290.

Living history, “Rally for Virginia 1861: From
Citizens to Soldiers,” mustering of Virginia
state troops at the beginning of the war at the
Harpers Ferry National Historical Park, WV.
Free with admission. www.nps.gov/hafe or
304-535-6298.

August 27-29
Living history, Second Battle of Manassas
Anniversary activities at the Manassas
National Battlefield Park, VA. Special
demonstrations and tours. Park fees apply.
Click for schedule. Details: www.nps.gov/
mana or 703-361-1339.

August 28
Living history, “Soldiers’s Aid Society, at the
National Museum of Civil War Medicine in

(continued on page 5)



4  The Spectacle

Significant Historic Events in August
August, 1845
While the Lees were stationed at Fort
Hamilton, New York, GWP Custis began his
“pilgrimage” to the great scenes of the
American Revolution.  In August he was the
guest of honor at a reception sponsored by
the city of New York and another at the
home of Alderman Peters, to which Mrs.
Custis, Mary Lee and the Lee’s twelve-year
old son Custis accompanied him.

August, 1849
In a letter to Francis Nelson, his estate
manager, GWP Custis implied that 1849 had
been the most profitable season in his forty-
seven years of farming.  Mr. Custis received a
dollar a bushel for his crop of red wheat,
which more than repaid him for the cost of
the lime and marl with which he had
fertilized the fields.

August, 1836
GWP Custis was made a member of
Philodemic [“lover of the common people]
Society of Georgetown (District of
Columbia) and was asked by the Society to
paint another large equestrian portrait of
Washington for it.

August, 1849
Robert E. Lee was in Newport, Rhode Island
where he had gone to see about some
buildings for Fort Adams.  He was greatly
concerned about his family’s health since
they were staying at Arlington during the
hottest part of the summer and were
therefore subject to malaria and other warm
weather diseases.  “I pray that you all may be
preserved,: Lee wrote.  “I should much
prefer being at A[rlington] with you that
here.”

Mid-August, 1859
The Lee Family left for West Point, and Mr.
Custis, whose wife had died in April, went
with them.  (Lee had returned home to
Arlington in July for about a month, and in
returned to West Point to reassume his duties
as Superintendent of the Military Academy.)
Colonel Lee took Mr. Custis on a trip to

Niagara Falls, “but nothing could take his
mind off his beloved Arlington,” which had
been left in charge of a neighbor, Robert Ball.

August 2, 1754
Pierre Charles L’Enfant, future designer of
the United States Capital, was born in Paris.

August 8, 1863
In a formal letter, General Lee offered his
resignation to Confederate President
Jefferson Davis.  Robert E. Lee had not only
been criticized in the press but was also sill
partially incapacitated from an illness
(probably a heart attack) which had struck
him late in March.  Replying on August 11,
Davis asked rhetorically where he could find
the commander who possessed “greater
ability which you believe to be required.
…[O]ur country could not bear to lose you.”

August 10, 1805
Ann Fitzhugh, mother of Mrs. GWP Custis,
died at the age of 58 after “a long and painful
illness.”  Only three months earlier Molly
Custis had lost her first child on the day it
was born (May 15, 1805). (Date File)

August 10,1933
Arlington House was transferred from the
War Department to the National Park
Service of the Department of the Interior.
On the same day many other parks in
Virginia and the District of Columbia were
placed under the jurisdiction of the National
Park Service, including Appomattox,
Petersburg National Battlefield, Ford’s
Theatre, the Lincoln Memorial, National
Capital Parks, the Mall, Rock Creek Park,
Theodore Roosevelt Island, the Washington
Monument, and the George Washington
Memorial Parkway.

August 19, 1846
Captain Robert E. Lee received orders to
leave Fort Hamilton, New York and to
proceed via Washington to San Antonio,
Texas, there to join the staff of Brigadier
General John Wool.  The Lees arranged to
sell their home, packed their furniture, and

were back at Arlington by the end month.

Robert E. Lee, 39-years old and still a
captain, was now to see combat action for
the first time and was given the opportunity
to distinguish himself in the Mexican War.

August 21, 1831
Nat Turner led one of the most bloody slave
insurrections in the history of the United
States.  Over fifty whites were killed, most on
the first day of the revolt.  On August 23, Lee
heard about the insurrection at Old Point
Comfort (Norfolk, Virginia) where he was
stationed, only fifty miles from Southampton
County, the scene of the rebellion.

“The insurrection had a thousand
repercussions.  Apprehensions spread
through the South.  In Richmond the
concern was so acute that Major Worth,
Lee’s old commandant at West Point, who
was then in the garrison at Fort Monroe, was
sent on a special journey to Bellona Arsenal
to see that the arms stored there were secure
against seizure.  At Old Point, as a measure of
precaution, Colonel Eustis put into effect a
series of regulations for the exclusion to
African Americans from the post.  This
greatly embarrassed the engineers and
increased the long-developing friction that
was to lead to a ‘post war’ between them and
the colonel.”  Five additional companies of
artillery were brought to Fort Monroe, and
the presence of their officers added to the
social life of the fort.

AN IMPORTANT
REMINDER
Please contact Delphine Gross no later than the
20th of each month with availability dates and
times to be posted the following month (Please
call by August 20th with September
information).  Even if you are a regularly
scheduled VIP please contact Delphine to
confirm your availability.  Again, the contact
number is (703) 235-1530 ext. 227.  Please
leave the dates and times you are available on
the voice mail.  Your cooperation is greatly
appreciated.

(continued on page 5)
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This year our destination for the volunteer trip will be the Lee Chapel and Museum at
Washington and Lee University and some of Lexington’s other historic attractions.
This will be a day long trip; Lexington is approximately three hours from Arlington.

The Park Service will reimburse volunteers for their lunches (limit $10.00 per volunteer).  A
Park Service bus has been reserved for our trip on Saturday, September 25, 2004. Please call
(703 235-1530 ext. 227) or e-mail (Delphine_Gross@nps.gov) to reserve your seat on the bus
by August 20.  The bus seats about 26.  More details will follow.

The September 25th date is tentative because a driver has not been assigned; also we could lose
use of the bus if the White House, Director or Deputy Director of the Park Service wants to
use the bus on the same day. If we lose the bus you will be notified and we will reschedule the
trip.

Return of the VIP Field Trip!!!

Area Special Events (continued)

Frederick, MD. 11 am-3 pm. Free with
admission. www.civilwarmed.org or
301-695-1864.

Tour, “Ten Days after Gettysburg: Lee’s
Retreat,” follows Lee to the Potomac River,
sponsored by the Gettysburg YMCA. $85/
$95 after July 31. Leaves from the Gettysburg ,
PA YMCA, 909 Fairfield Road, at 8 am.
Details: 717-334-9171.

August 28-29
Living history encampment and
demonstrations by the Liberty Grays at
Pitzer Woods, Georgia and Pennsylvania
soldiers at Spangler Spring in the Gettysburg
National Military Park, PA. www.nps.gov/
gett or 717-334-1124 extension 422.

Reenactment, “War Between the States Battle
of Saltville,” in Saltville, VA. Annual event
includes encampments, demonstrations and
2 pm daily battle reenactments. Free.
www.saltville.com or 276-496-5342 ext. 6.

August 29
Lecture, “The Battle of Brandy Station,” at
the Graffiti House visitor center in Brandy
Station, just off US 29 north of Culpeper, VA.
2 pm. $5 donation. 540-727-7718.

............................................................................................................................... .....................................

Significant Historic
Events in August
(continued)
Meanwhile, on the larger scene, many
southerners were terrified, “always mindful
of the horrors of the slave uprising in Santo
Domingo” in the 1790s, and they blamed the
Nat Turner revolt on the northern
abolitionist William Lloyd Garrison and his
newspaper, The Liberator.

August 23, 1852
Colonel Lee left Arlington to assume his new
position as Superintendent of the Military
Academy at West Point. (Mrs. Lee and the
children stayed on at Arlington temporarily.)
“Behind him at Soller’s Point [in Baltimore],
he left more than three years of work on a
stone fort of a type that within a decade
would be made obsolete by new, more
powerful weapons of war.  It was the last
engineering work he would so for the United
States.

August 31
Walking tour, “Lincoln Assassination Tour,”
includes many of the 19th-century landmarks
associated with the event. Meets at Andrew
Jackson equestrian statue near White House,
Washington, DC. 11 am. $15. Reservations:
301-294-9514 or email
info@dcsightseeing.com.
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RECIPE OF THE MONTH
In the book Growing Up in the 1850’s, the Journal of Agnes Lee, edited with a foreword by Mary Custis Lee deButts, reminiscences by Mildred Lee are also
included. Mildred recalls that the garden at Arlington contained yellow Jasmine and many different types of roses.  Mildred thought that the damask and
hundred-leaf roses were the sweetest of them, and she remembered that “Nurse” and Mammy” used them to make rosewater that was stored in tall
bottles in the storeroom. (The storeroom is now the hallway where the wheelchair lift is located and has been altered since the family occupied Arlington.)
Rosewater is a fragrant, flavorful essence resulting from the distillation of rose petals in water.

In the early 1800’s rosewater was important as an ingredient in flavoring puddings, cakes, cookies, pancake batter, as well as savory dishes such as meat
pies.  It was also used to perfume the well water used in the pitchers in the bedchambers for bathing.

By the mid-1800’s, vanilla became widely available and cookbooks of the day cite vanilla more often than rosewater.  The use of rosewater by North Ameri-
cans fell except in areas where those of Middle-Eastern descent continued to use rosewater in preparing cakes and other sweets.

Rosewater is now available in some grocery stores and from on-line sources such as The Vermont Country Store catalog, www.vermontcountrystore.com,
where its use is recommended as a cleanser for face and neck “to provide a delightful and fragrant pick-me-up in the middle of a long day or anytime.”
Rosewater is less concentrated than other extracts so you can use more, however it also differs in intensity depending on the brand.

The following recipe is from The Robert E. Lee Family Cooking and Housekeeping Book by Anne Carter Zimmer.  Mrs. Zimmer describes these cakes or
cookies as “‘luscious and unusual, with crisp edges, a texture between shortbread and poundcake, and the scent of butter and roses.”  She says chopped
rose geranium leaves can be used as a substitute for rose water.

Lauderdale Jumbles

1 lb. of butter
1 lb. of sugar
1 lb. of flour
4 eggs

Cream the butter and the sugar, then the eggs beaten lightly together, not separating the whites from the yellow, add the flour- & seasoning to
taste- nutmeg & brandy- or rose water- as may be preferred-.  Bake in papers in small round cakes- in a flat pan- less butter can be used but this
is the original recipe and in a colder climate is not too much.

2 c. (4 sticks butter)
2 c. sugar
3 ¾ c. sifted flour
2 t. nutmeg plus 2 T. brandy or ¼ cup rosewater or 3 T. chopped rose geranium leaves
4 eggs

Heat oven to 350 degrees.  Have ingredients at room temperature.  Line muffin tins with baking papers.  Resift flour with nutmeg if used.  Add
rose water or brandy to beaten eggs, or sprinkle chopped rose geranium leaves into baking cups.  Follow original directions for combining.
Allow 2 level tablespoons batter for each cake.  Bake 15-20 minutes or until barely colored and a toothpick comes out clean. Makes about 60.
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If you are available to volunteer, but are not on the calendar please call Delphine so you
can be added to the schedule.
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The Spectacle is a monthly newsletter for the
volunteers of Arlington House, The Robert E.
Lee Memorial.
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Dorothy Carns

Newsletter layout
Keith Drews

Supervisory Park Ranger
Frank Cucurullo
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Frank Cucurullo
Delphine Gross
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Comments? Write to:
Kendell Thompson, Site Manager
Arlington House, The Robert E. Lee Memorial
c/o George Washington Memorial Parkway
Turkey Run Park
McLean, VA  22101

Volunteers Needed
The roster of active volunteers is in dire need of additional names! If you know anyone interested in
joining our ranks please refer them to Delphine Gross, Volunteer Coordinator (703) 235-1530 ext 227.

{DBF Name}
{DBF Address}
{DBF CityStateZip}

