
Badlands Badlands National Park
South Dakota

Bicycling Off the Beaten Path

Sage Creek Loop (23 miles)

A fairly easy ride through rolling grasslands, this route offers good opportunities for wildlife viewing. Start at the junction of
the Badlands Loop Road and the Sage Creek Rim Road. Follow the unpaved Sage Creek Road west for seven miles to the
junction with County Road 502. Follow the signs to Wall until you reach a paved road. Turn right on the paved road and
travel until you reach Highway 240. Inside Badlands National Park, Highway 240 is called the Badlands Loop Road. Take
Highway 240 south through the Pinnacles Entrance and back to the junction with Sage Creek Rim Road. If you entered the
park by car, remember to bring your entrance receipt with you. You must present this at the entrance station or you will be
expected to pay $7 per person. 12 miles paved, 11 miles unpaved.



Northeast-Big Foot Loop (27 miles total)
A long but fairly easy ride after the initial hill climb, this route takes you through ranch land and badland formations. Starting
from the Ben Reifel Visitor Center, ride up the steep Cedar  Pass along the Badlands Loop Road. Once at the top of the Pass,
turn left on the gravel Old Northeast Road. Follow this road six miles past the park boundary to a junction. Continue straight
(north) for one mile, then follow the road as it turns left. Stay on County Road CH12 through ranch country for 6 miles until
you reach a T-intersection at the Big Foot Road. Turn left (south) and continue into the park to the paved Badlands Loop
Road. Turn left and return to the Ben Reifel Visitor Center. 11 miles paved, 16 miles unpaved.

Northeast Loop (17 miles)
This is also a fairly easy ride after the initial climb up Cedar Pass. Start from the Ben Reifel Visitor Center, riding up the steep
Cedar Pass. Once at the top, turn left on the unpaved Old Northeast Road. Follow this route for 6 miles past the park bound-
ary to a junction. Bear right (east), parallelling Interstate 90 until you reach Cactus Flat. Here you will find a convenience
store, a campground and motel, gas, and the offices for Minuteman Missile National Historic Site. Turn south on Highway
240 and continue past the park entrance to the Ben Reifel Visitor Center. If you entered the park by car, remember to bring
your entrance receipt with you. You must present your receipt at the entrance station or you will be expected to pay $7 per
person. 9 miles paved, 8 miles unpaved.


