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AISNE-MARNE AND
OISE-AISNE OFFENSIVES

Germany’s strategy for 1918 envisioned destruction of
the weakened British and French armies. Two offensives
against the British from March 21 through April 30 failed
to create the hoped-for collapse. On May 27, German forces
broke through French positions along the Chemin des
Dames ridge between Soissons and Reims. They reached
the Marne River 35 miles to the south at Chateau-Thierry
in three days, creating the Aisne-Marne Salient and
threatening Paris.

The Allied situation was so dire at the end of May 1918
that the Allies pleaded for all available U.S. divisions to
help the French eliminate the Aisne-Marne Salient. Newly-
arrived American divisions shored up the Allies. Also, the
370th Infantry Regiment was detached to serve with
French forces, campaigning with them into mid-October.
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Four symmetrical plots
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honored dead, including

Sgt. Joyce Kilmer, the

The Germans were unable to capitalize on their gains. poet who wrote “Trees!
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Ten U.S. divisions took part in that offensive, forcing the
Germans north to the Vesle River by August 6. Then the
Oise-Aisne Offensive continued the advance from August
18 until September 16, pushing the Germans even farther

north.
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