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were held in the Oktaha Cemetery, near where the battle began. The 
day was warm and sultry, much as it had been at the time of the 
battle. E. B. "Hugh" Maytubby, of the Chickasaw Indian Tribe and 
country treasurer of Muskogee County, presided at the ceremonies. 
Following an opening prayer, Mrs. A. Lester Buck, president of the 
Muskogee General Nathan B. Forrest Chapter of the United Daughters 
of the Confederacy, laid a wreath at the base of a memorial erected 
in Oktaha Cemetery in 1940 to honor the Confederate dead. In 
placing the wreath, Mrs. Buck said that it was "in memory of all 
who died on both sides in the Honey Springs Battle." Maytubby next 
called for a show of hands of the descendants of those who had 
fought in the battle, and about twelve persons responded. Then the 
Honorable Ed Edmondson of Muskogee, Representative of the Oklahoma 
Second Congressional District in the United States' House of 
Representatives, spoke briefly. "I think this centennial observance 
wi 11 have much significance in future years," Edmondson said. "I 
feel it is the first step to the establishment of a permanent 
national park." 

Following Edmondson's comments, LeRoy H. Fischer, a professor 
of history at Oklahoma State University and a Civil War period 
specialist, spoke on the history of the Battle of Honey Springs, 
which had been in progress precisely one hundred years before. He 
emphasized that the battle was not only the Gettysburg of Indian 
Territory, but in some respects the Gettysburg of the West. In 
concluding, he said: "This commemoration is the beginning of what 
I hope will be a first-class national battlefield park." 

During the ceremonies a number of visitors to the Muskogee 
area were introduced. These included Henry B. Bass of Enid, the 
chairman of the Oklahoma Civil War Centennial Commission; Muriel H. 
Wright of Oklahoma City, the editor of The Chronicles of Oklahoma; 
Homer L. Knight of Stillwater, professor of history and head of the 
history department ·at Oklahoma State University; and George H. 
Shirk of Oklahoma City, the president of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society. 

Among those taking part in the battlefield ceremonies were 
members of the Oklahoma Civil War Centennial Commission, the 
Oklahoma Historical Society, the United Daughters of the Confedera­
cy, the Oklahoma City Civil War Round Table, the 65th Troop Carrier 
Squadron from Davis Field, the Oklahoma National Guard, the Boy 
Scouts of America, the Checotah Chamber of Commerce, and numerous 
residents of Muskogee, Oktaha, Rentiesville, and Checotah. 

Following the ceremonies in the Oktaha Cemetery, many visitors 
mailed cachet envelopes from the battlefield posted with the Battle 
of Gettysburg commemorative stamp issued earlier in July, 1963, by 
the United States Post Office Department. Each envelope was 
stamped: BATTLE OF HoNEY SPRINGS, INDIAN TERRITORY, July 17, 1863, 100th 
ANNIVERSARY CACHET, July 17, 1963, ON THE BATTLEFULD. Also, Warren Ray 
of Muskogee took the visitors on a tour of the accessible portions 

88 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

of the battlefield, completing the trip at Honey Springs, some two 
and one-half miles south of the site of the morning ceremonies in 
Oktaha Cemetery. A large crowd had also gathered at Honey Springs, 
where informal comments were made on the battle itself and the 
prospects discussed for a national park of the battle area. 29 

After the centennial commemoration of the battle, public 
interest continued in the effort to acquire the battleground area 
and establish it as Honey Springs National Battlefield Park. The 
first body in Oklahoma urging this after -the battle commemoration 
itself was the Oklahoma Civil War Centennial Commission; on 
December 10, 1963, it adopted a resolution to this effect. The 
Oklahoma City Civil War Round Table over a period of several years 
adopted a number of similar resolutions addressed to the Legisla­
ture of the State of Oklahoma and to individual members of the 
Oklahoma Legislature. This same Civil War study group also sent a 
number of resolutions of appreciation to individual legislators and 
to the Oklahoma Legislature itself for action taken in behalf of 
the Honey Springs project. Governor Dewey Bartlett and the Board 
of Directors of the Oklahoma Historical Society and its officers 
were also commended in resolutions of the Oklahoma City Civil War 
Round Table. Additional resolutions requesting the purchase of the 
battlefield site by the State of Oklahoma and the establishment of 
a Honey Springs National Battlefield Park were voted by the Indian 
Territory Posse of Oklahoma Westerners and the Great Plains 
Historical Association.lO The subject of a Honey .Springs Battle­
field Park received favorable attention in the quarterly Board of 
Directors meetings of the Oklahoma Historical Society, and on 
January 26, 1967, 'the board voted to actively sporytor and encourage 
the creation of the park as a national memorial. 

From the time of the centennial commemoration of the Battle of 
Honey Springs, numerous newspaper articles have appeared in 
Oklahoma telling of that combat action, emphasizing its importance, 

29 Muskogee Times-Democrat, Julr 17, 1963; Tulsa Dailr World, Julr 18, 1963; Battle of Honer 
Springs lOOth Anniversary cachet, author'• possession; Battle of Honer Springo lOOtb Anniveroarr 
Cachet rubber stamp, Oklahoma Historical Societr. 

la Copies of these resolutions are in the author's possession; El .. r L. Fraker~ Adainiatra­
tive Secretarr. Oklahoma Historical Soeietr, Oklahoma Citr. Oklahoooa, to the author, liar 29, 
1967; Dewer F. Bartlett, Governor, State of Oklahoma, Oklahoma Citr, Oklahoma, to the author, liar 
30, 1967; Basil R. Wilson, Secretarr. Oklahoma State Senate, Oklahou Citr, Oklah011a, to the 
author. June 5, 1967. 

ll Minutes of the Quarterlr Meeting of· the Board of Directors, Oklahoma Historical Societr, 
Oklahoma Citr, Oklahoma, Januarr 26, 1967, '!'he Chronicle• of Oklahou, Vol. XIV, llo. 1 (Spring, 
1967), pp, 99-100; George H. Shirk, President, Oklahoma Historical Societr, Oklah011a Citr, 
Oklahoma, to Representative Vol H. Odom, Januarr 27, 1967, copr in author'• poa1e11ion; George H. 
Shirk, President, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma Citr, Oklahoaa, to Senator John D. Luton, 
January 27, 1967, copy in author's poaaesaion. 
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and recommending the purchase of the site by the. State of Oklahoma 
for presentation to the United States Government as a national 
battlefield park. 32 The Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
devoted its January-February, 1967, issue of Telephone Talk to a 
photograph and description of the Honey Springs battlefield. This 
leaflet was mailed t~3 all Southwestern Bell Telephone Company 
customers in Oklahoma. 

The next significant action to establish a Honey Springs 
National Battlefield Park occurred the following March when the 
Honorable Vol H. Odom of Wagoner introduced a bill in the Oklahoma 
State House of Representatives to appropriate $25,000.00 to 
purchase a portion of the land upon which the Battle of Honey 
Springs had been fought. Senator John D. Luton of Muskogee and 
other members of the Oklahoma Legislature from the legislative 
districts in which the battle had occurred served as co-sponsors of 
the bi 11 . Several days earlier, on February 27, 1967, sixty 
interested Honey Springs National Battlefield Park boosters 
gathered in the Conference Room of the State Capitol for a 
discussion with Governor Dewey F. Bartlett on the possibilities of 
Oklahoma acquiring the site of the battle.3l The $25,000.00 
appropriation bill, which became law, authorized the Oklahoma 
Historical Society, as an agency of the State of Oklafioma to carry 
out the purchase of Honey Springs battlefield land. With this 
appropriated money, 160 acres of land were acquired near the south 
perimeter of the battlefield, including the site of Honey Springs 
and the Confederate powder house. Elbert L. Costner, Field Deputy 
of the Oklahoma Historical Society, carried through the land 
acquisition with the cooperation of the Attorney General's Office 
of the State of Oklahoma, and Elmer L. Fraker, the Administrative 
Secretary of the Oklahoma Historical Society. These acres 
represent the first parcels of land of the proposed, 2,993 acres to 

32 Examples of such newspaper articles are in the Muskogee SundaT Pboenix and ri .. •-~rat, 
June 5, 1966, August 14, 1966, OCtober 30, 1966, January 8, 1967, January 15, 1967, February 5, 
1967. March 17, 1968, November 17. 1968; Muskogee Daily Phoenix, February 24, 1967; Muakogee 
Times-Democrat, February 27, 1967; Stillwater News-Pres•. June 26, 1967; [Oklaha.a Citr-l Daily 
Oklahoman, February 18, 1967, February 28, 1967, June 14, 1967, 

33 Telephone Talk. January-Februarr. 1967, copr in files of Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Company, 221 North Fifth Street, Muskogee, Oklahoma; L. D. Bushnell, District Manager, Southweat­
ern Bell Telephone Companr. Husk~ee, Oklahoma. to Phil Harris, January 23, 1967, COPJ" in 
author's possession. 

34 Representative Vol H. Odom, Oklahoma House of Representatives, Oklaha.a Citr; Oklahcaa, to 
Honey Springs Battlefield Park Boosters, Februarr 15, 1967, copr in author'• poa••••ion. 

35 House Bill No. 279, Oklahoma Historical Societr appropriation for 1967. ThirtJ'-Fir•t 
Legislature, First Session, 1967, Oklahoma Ses•ion Law•, 1961 (St. Paul, Hinneaota: Weat 
Publishing Co., 1967), pp. 423-424. 
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be purchased for the establishment of the park.36 

The Oklahoma Historical Society Board of Directors at its 
quarterly meeting on October 24, 1968, established the Honey 
Springs Battlefield Park Commission and directed George H. Shirk, 
the president of the society, to appoint a commission composed of 
a chairman, vice-chairman, and members. The duties of the 
commission consist of developing, operating, maintaining, and 
establishing policies for the Honey Springs Battl~field Park on 
behalf of the Oklahoma Historical Society. The commission was 
authorized "to enter into any fund raising activity consistent with 
the character of your responsibility." James c. Leake of Muskogee 
was designated chairman, and LeRoy H. Fischer of Stillwater was 
appointed vice-chairman. Commission members are Representative Vol 
H. Odom of Wagoner, Senator John D. Luton of Muskogee, Chief w. E. 
Mcintosh of Tulsa, Nettie Wheeler of Muskogee, Warren Ray of 
Muskogee, Jess c. Epple of Warner, Phil Harris of Muskogee, Earl 
Boyd Pierce of Muskogee, Mrs. Mabel McLain of Checot~f' Henry B. 
Bass of Enid, and Wendell E. Howell of Oklahoma City. 

In keeping with the decision of the Board of Directors of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society and the Honey Springs Battlefield Park 
Commission, and also upon the recommendation of other concerned 
groups, the entire site of the Battle of Honey Springs should be 
acquired by the State of Oklahoma and presented to the United 
States Government for the creation of a national battlefield park. 
The State of Missouri has accomplished this for its major Civil War 
battle at Wilson's Creek and the State of Arkansas ha.s achieved 
this for its major Civil War battle at Pea Ridge. Located on the 
Muskogee County-Mcintosh County line about fourteen miles south of 
the city of Muskogee, the site of the Battle of Honey Springs is 
composed of some tillable agricultural land, but it is made up 
primarily of a lightly-populated, hilly and rocky grazing area 
covered with trees. The site is of major scenic beauty as well as 
of primary historical importance. The battle location parallels on 
the east and is immediately adjacent to the Missouri, Kansas, and 
Texas railroad, the first railroad constructed through present-day 
Oklahoma. The battle site includes not only a readily discernible 
section of the Texas Road, the major artery of travel and commerce 
between Missouri, Kansas, and Texas during the last century, but 
Honey Springs itself, which was a stagecoach, . provision, and 
watering point for travelers on the Texas Road. The site of the 
battle is readily accessible by major roadways, for it is paral-

31 The deeds to the 160 acres of Honer Springs Battlefield Park land purchased by the 
Oklahoma Historical Society with the $25,000.00 appropriated by the 1967 oeooion of the Oklahcooa 
Legislature are in the possession of the Oklaho~ Historical Society, Oklahoma Citr, Oklaba.a. 

' 31 Minutes of the Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Directora, Oklahoma Historical Soeietr. 
Oklahoma Citr, Oklahoma, October 24, 1968, The Chronicles of Oklahoma, Vol. XLVI, Ho. 4 (Winter, 
1968-1969), p, 481; and Minutes of Quarterly Meeting of the Board of Directors, APril 24, 1969. 
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leled on the west by United States Highway 69 at the approximate 
distance of one mile, and on the south is about five miles from 
Interstate Highway 40. The battle site is located only 100 miles 
from Pea Ridge National Military Park in Arkansas and just 170 
miles from Wilson's Creek Battlefield National Park in Missouri. 

The Battle of Honey Springs site is near the population, 
recreational, historical, and cultural centers of east-central and 
northeast Oklahoma. It is sixty miles from Tulsa, with its 265,000 
people; fourteen miles from Muskogee, containing 40,000 residentsi 
and forty-four miles from Tahlequah, a city of 6,000 persons. 3 
The battle site is but a short distance from the housing and recre­
ational facilities of Arrowhead State Park, Fountainhead State 
Park, Greenleaf Lake Park, and Sequoyah State Park. The Honey 
Springs site is located in the old Creek nation near its eastern 
boundary, in the midst of one of the more historic and culturally 
significant areas of Oklahoma. 

Oklahoma's heritage, state pride, and tourism would be vastly 
enhanced by the acquisition of the 2,993 acre site of the Battle of 
Honey Springs by the State of Oklahoma and its gift to the United 
States Government for the establishment of a Honey Springs National 
Battlefield Park. With this park, the Civil War for the first time 
would be suitably commemorated in Oklahoma and the proportions and 
intensity of that conflict in the state and region adequately 
understood. Oklahoma should take action at once to acquire and 
convert the site of its major Civil War battle into a national 
park, thereby joining with Arkansas and Missouri in a tri-state 
complex of Civil War battlefield tourism west of the Mississippi 
River. 

H [United States Census Bureau statistics for 1990 include the follovingo fi911rea: 'rulaa, 
367,302; Muskogee, 37,708; Tahlequah, 10,398; (personal communication with Steve Blue, Oklaha.a 
Department of Libraries, Julr 24, 1991).] 

[Addi tionallr, the Oklahoma Department of Transportation reporta that in 1989., 9, 200 
vehicles per dar traveled north and south on US 69 between I-40 and US 266, while 8,~00 vehicle• 
per dar traveled east and west on I-40 just west of its interaection with US 69; (peraona.l 
communication with Jerrr Wiler, Oklahoma Department of Transportation, Julr. 24, 1991).] 
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APPENDIX H: 

POTENTIAL PRESERVATION PARTNERS 

Private 

• Checotah Chamber of Commerce 
• Civil War Roundtable Associates 
• Civil War Roundtable of Oklahoma City 
• The Conservation Fund 
• Friends of Honey Springs Battlefield Park, Inc. 
• Indian Territory Posse of Oklahoma Westerners 
• Military Order of the Stars and Bars 
• Sons of Confederate Veterans 
• Trans-Mississippi Rifles 
• United Daughters of the Confederacy 

Local Government 

• Town of Checotah 
• Mcintosh County 
• Muskogee County 

State Government 

• Oklahoma Historical Society 
• Oklahoma Department of Tourism & Recreation 
.. Oklahoma Department of Transportation 

Federal Government 

• American Battlefield Protection Program 
• National Park Service 
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APPENDIX I: 

NOTES ON PUBLIC MEETINGS HELD 11 SEPTEMBER 1991 

On Wednesday, 20 August 1991, press releases were mailed to 
new.spapers in four counties [Mcintosh, Muskogee, Oklahoma, and 
Tulsa]. On Wednesday, 27 August 1991, review copies of this plan 
wer·e deposited at the Checotah City Hall and at public libraries in 
Checotah [near the battlefield], Eufaula [seat of Mcintosh County], 
and Muskogee [seat of Muskogee County]. 

On Wednesday, 11 September, two meetings were held in Checotah 
to present the plan and other information to the public. The first 
meeting was held in the conference room of the Peoples National 
Bank, where Edwin C. Bearss, Chief Historian of the National Park 
Service, addressed the board of directors of the Friends of Honey 
Springs Battlefield Park, Inc. In his remarks, Mr. Bearss outlined 
the history of the American Battlefield Protection Program and the 
special interest of the Secretary of the Interior. Following the 
meeting, several board members and interested citizens guided 
representatives of the National Park Service and the Oklahoma 
Historical Society on a tour of the battlefield. 

The second meeting was held from 7:00 to 9:00p.m. at the Katy 
Depot [operated by the Checotah Landmark Preservation Society]. 
This meeting was attended by more than 240 people, including or 
representing the groups and people listed at the end of this 
section. 

The Public Meeting was called to order at 7:00p.m., by Martin 
A. Hagerstrand (Col. USA, Ret.), President of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society. He noted that the meeting was scheduled to 
last two hours and outlined the procedures that would be used 
during that time. The first 25% of the meeting was allocated to 
Dr. Edwin c. Bearss, Chief Historian, US National Park Service, who 
provided an overview of the America Battlefield Protection Program 
and the recent events at Manassas Battlefield which led to the 
establishment of the program. 

The second 25% of the meeting was given to John R. Hill, who 
provided an overview of the Oklahoma Historical Society's experi­
ences at Honey Springs Battlefield Park and development of Cultural 
Resource Management Planning, and to Ralph W. Jones, who discussed 
Possible Protection Methods and Recommended Protection Actions and 
used a map of the battlefield to illustrate his remarks. 

The final 50% of the meeting was reserved to provide ample 
opportunity for landowners and other interested citizens to make 
comments and to ask questions. Col. Hagerstrand opened this 
portion of the meeting by asking Dr. Bearss, Mr. Hill, and Mr. 
Jones to sit as a panel to answer questions. He ie-iterated for 
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the third time, "I want to remind you that we are seeking your 
comment--not just asking for questions." 

The tape-recording of the meeting contains the following questions 
and comments: 

Question> [Citizen from audience, name unintelligible]: "A number 
of people have noted that if federal funds are used in 
this project, as I understand it, we'll not be able to 
have re-enactments there on the battlefield." 

Answer> [Mr. Bearss was asked to respond]: "No, actually what I 
said was that because of the liabilities involved, it is 
the policy of the National Park Service that no reenact­
ments will be allowed in National Parks." 

Comment> [Citizen from audience, name unintelligible]: "I want to 
make a comment that if the Historical Society can 
guarantee that this will be a working program there will 
surely be interested parties to make donations toward the 
fulfillment of the program. One of the groups I belong 
to gave over $125,000.00 to the establishment ... for 
the education of children because we knew that the 
program would be established and would continue. Now if 
the Historical Society can show that something is likely 
to be done here at this battlefield I think there will be 
associations which will be glad to donate some money, but 
they will want to be sure that something is going to take 
place." 

Question> [Lee Woodard, landowner]: "Now how much of this land do 
you want? [Pointing to map] And do you want any addi­
tional land outside this red line? Do you want any of 
the land up north here where the battle started?'' 

Answer> [Col . Hagerstrand, pointing to map]: "The Oklahoma 
Historical Society Board of Directors has identified this 
area here as integral to the needs of the park. The 
additions in black to the north and south have to do with 
the 'landmark status' which is being sought. 

Colonel Hagerstrand asked the audience for additional comments 
or questions. After repeating the solicitation, he asked the two 
state senators if they would like to comment. 

Comment> [Senator Shurden]: "We are very glad to see this type of 
response from the citizens. We've supported the program 
from the very beginning and are glad to see this progress 
being made." 

Comment> [Senator Robinson]: "Thank you Colonel; I'm proud to be 
here; I'm glad I got invited and am glad I made it over 
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but am sorry to be so 1 ate. [Pointing to Senator 
Shurden], "You've got the man here who can get you all 
the money so you don't have anything else to worry 
about," [general laughter]. 

Then Colonel Hagerstrand asked again for comments and 
questions. Hearing none, he adjourned the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 

Following the meeting, he and John R. Hill were approached by 
two leaders of a family of landowners who had previously been quite 
negative in their feelings toward the Oklahoma Historical Society 
and its Honey Springs Battlefield Park project. They visited for 
twenty-five minutes about the project and the alternative protec­
tion methods. Toward the end of the conversation the two owners 
admitted that the content of the meeting had enabled them to change 
their attitudes toward the agency and its plans for the battle­
field. 

During that same time period, two other landowners had 
approached Ralph Jones and Richard Ryan. These men stated an 
interest in offering conservation easements for the immediate 
protection of the land and in perusing the deeding land to the 
agency with life-tenency or long-term leasing options. 

In the round-table discussions which were held to analyze the 
meeting, it was agreed by all (National Park Service staff, OHS 
Board, and OHS Staff) that the Public Meeting had been quite 
successful in all owing the agency to present its plans and in 
answering so well the concerns of the 1 and owners and other 
citizens interested in the Battlefield. The NPS staff were highly 
complimentary toward the apparent success of the meeting, especial­
ly noting the large turn-out, the diversity of the audience, and 
the succinct presentations of the OHS staff. 

The following groups were represented at the Public Meeting: 

Heritage, Historical Preservation, and Patriotic Organizations 

The Conservation Fund 
National Park Service 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
Cherokee National Historical Society 
Creek National Heritage Committee 
Mcintosh County Historical Society 
Muskogee County Historical Society 
Checotah Landmark Preservation Society 
Friends of Honey Springs Battlefield Park, Inc. 

Daughters of the American Revolution 
Sons of Confederate Veterans 
United Daughters of the Confederacy 
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Five Civilized Tribes Museum, Muskogee 
14 Flags Heritage Club, Sallisaw 
Checotah Round-up Club 

American Legion, Post #21 and Auxiliary 
American Legion, Post #267 
V.F.W., Paul Henry Carr Post #7824 and Auxiliary 

Tourism and Commercial Interests 

Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Department 
Oklahoma Wildlife Commission 
Green County, Inc. 
Lake Eufaula Association 
FLEAS [Friendly Lake Eufaula Association Supporters] 
Fishing Association of Oklahoma 

Checotah Chamber of Commerce 
Muskogee Chamber of Commerce 

Education and Community Service Groups 

Checotah Board of Education 
Checotah Parent-Teachers Association 
Checotah Public Schools Administrators 
Checotah Classroom Teachers Association 
Checotah Alumni Association 

NAACP, Checotah Chapter 
Checotah Red Cross 
Checotah Indian Community Center (Creek nation) 
Community Relations Task Force 
Deep Fork Community Action (Senior Citizens) 
Checotah Area Artists 
Mcintosh County Extension Homemakers 
Boy Scouts of America 
Girl Scouts of America 
Checotah Ministerial Alliance 

Fraternal and Civic Groups 

Kiwanis International 
Lions International 
Rotary International 
I.O.O.F. 
Rebekahs 
Masonic Lodge #86 
Order of the Eastern Star 
Nobles of the Mystic Shrine 
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P.E.O. Chapter BX 
Beta Sigma Phi 
Epsilon Sigma Alpha 

Governmental Agencies and Functions 

The Cherokee Nation 
The Creek Nation 
The Choctaw Nation 

Field Representative of U. S. Senator Don Nickles 
Field Representative of Congressman Mike Synar 

State Senator Ben Robinson 
State Senator Frank Shurden 

Mcintosh County Commissioners 
Muskogee County Commissioners 

Mayor of Checotah 
Checotah City Council 
Checotah City Planning Commission 
Checotah Volunteer Fire Department 
Checotah Police Department 

The National Park Service was represented by its Chief 
Historian, the Superintendent of Pea Ridge National Military Park, 
and the Special Projects Coordinator of the Southwest Regional 
Office. The Oklahoma Historical Society was represented by its 
President and four members of the Executive Committee, as well as 
the Executive Director, Deputy Executive Director, Director of 
Historic Sites, Special Projects Coordinator, and Superintendent of 
Fort Gibson Military Park. 

The Conservation Fund was also represented at the meeting. 

The following pages contain a press release, a locally 
published meeting notice, and newspaper clip~ings regarding the 
meetings and interviews with Mr. 'Bearss conducted the day after the 
meetings. 
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NEWS! NEWS! NEWS! 

National Park Service Chief Historii111 to Speak ill Checotah 

J. Blake Wade, Executive Director of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society, announced today that Ed Bearss, Chief Historian of the 
National Park Service will be in Checotah on September 11, 1991. 
Mr. Bearss will be visiting the Honey Spring Battlefield Park and 
participating in various meetings. During this time he wil: be 
providing information related to various aspects 6f the us 
Department of the Interior's American Battlefield Protection 
Program. 

Mr. Bearss will meet with the Board of Directors 
Friends of Honey Springs Battlefield Park Inc. to 
information about the program and its possible effect 
development of the Honey Springs Battlefield Park. 

of the 
provide 
on the 

He and other members of the National Park Service will also be 
present at a public meeting to be held from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. that 
night at the Katy Depot on John Carr Drive in Checotah. The topic 
of this meeting will be a presentation and discussion of a 
"Resource Protection Plan" being developed for the Honey Springs 
Battlefield Park. 

This meeting is being sponsored by the Oklahoma Historical 
Society and the Friends of Honey Springs Battlefield Park Inc. to 
provide an opportunity for review of plans for the park. An open 
forum discussion will be held during which public comments will be 
solicited. 

The "Resources Protection Plan" is a public document which 
outlines potential methods for preserving and conserving the 
historic battlefield site. Beginning Wednesday, August 28, a copy 
of the document will be available for public reading at · the 
Checotah Town Hall, 115 North Broadway, Checotah. It will also be 
available at the Jim Lucas Checotah Public Library, 140 South 
Broadway; at the Eufaula Memorial Library, 301 South First Street, 
Eufaula; and, at the Muskogee Public Library, 801 West Okmulgee. 

CONTACT: John R. Hill, Director of Historic Sites 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
Wiley Post-Historical Building 
2100 North Lincoln Boulevard, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105 

(405) 521-2491 [extension 80] 

Press Release Issued by Oklahoma Historical 
August 22, 1991 
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T 0 W N M E E T I N G 

Hosted by 

National Park Service 
and 

Oklahoma Historical Society 
and 

Friends· of Honey Springs 

Discussion of HONEY S?RINGS 

as part of the 

AMERICAN BATTLEFIELD PROTECTION PROGRAM 

Led by ED BEARSS, chie{ historian 

NPS, Dept. of Interior 
Washington, D.c. 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11,. 1991 7 p.m. 

KATY DEPOT Paul Carr Drive, Checotah 

Friends of 
HONEY SPRINGS BATTLEFIELD PARK, INC. 

P.O. Box 756, Checotah, Oklahoma 74426 

Meeting Announcement Published by Local Support Groups 
September, 1991 
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National·, Local Officials 
To Evaluate Honey Springs 

More than a dozen Na­
tional Park Service an!) 
Oklahoma Historical 
Society officials will be in 
Checotah next week for 

Locals Ask That Park Be Part 
Of Battlefield Preservation Program 

an in depth on site evalu- Heading the team of Checotah.Public Library 
a lion of Honey Spri~~ - experts is Ed Bearss, chief and the Eufaula Memo­
Civil War Battlefield. historian, NPS. A trio of rial Library and the 
Highlight of the three day, deputies from the regional · MUskogee PUblic Library. 

two day stay, will be Town office headquartered in 'The Battlefield Protec­
Meeting forum to be held Santa Fe who made a tion Plan can wqrk suc­
at7p.m. Wednesday, Sept. previousvisitinAprilwill cessfully only with goverii-
11, at the Katy Depot on accompany Bearss. ment, private and public 
Paul Carr Drive.· The According to J. Blake entities in full coopera­
public is urged to attend Wade, executive director lion, • Wade said. "We·. 
the discussion. of the Oklahoma His tori~ think the first strongfoun-

The survey project will cal Society, preliminary dation for the future of 
complete background research by the OHS his- Honey Sprin~ will be laid 
material in asking for a toric sites division has in the next weeks. • 
portion of the new S15 already produced a 40- The July 17,1863 battle,. 
million federal "American page study. It is an over- called the Gettysburg of 
Battlefield Protection viewofhistoricresourccs, tlie West, was the fust 
Program•, being sent to their significance, present strugglcinwhichwhiteand 
Congress by Oct. 1 by the condi lions, potential Indian troops fought on 
Department of the lnte- threats, alternatives for both sides and black units 
rior. protecting and interpret- were part of the combat 
The local park is consid- ing the·area. Copies are forces. The area was listed 

ered by Department sec-· on file at the Checotah on the National Register 
retary Michael Lujen, Jr., Cty Hall and the .fun Lucas of Historic Places in 1970. 
as one of the 25 most 
important battlefields 
needing the protection 
plan and is ranked in the · 
top three west of the 
Mississippi. 

Lake Eufaula Horld, 
Thursday, September 5, 1991 
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" 1liEDEMOCRATSEPTEMBER.s.t99f; 

Honey Springs Battlefield Site 
May Be Eligible For Protection 

Honey Springs Battle site, considered one of the three most 
important Ovil War grounds west of the Mississippi, could possibly 
come under the "American Battlefield Protection Program." 

The site's eligiliblity will be discussed during a town meeting on 
Wednesday, Sept.11, at the Katy Depot in Checotah. 

Ed Bearss, National Park Historian, will be at the meeting to 
explain the program after visiting the battle grounds earlier in the day. 

The town meeting will open at 7 p.m. . 
Currently, the U.S. Department of Interior expects to have $15 

million to launch the preservation plan. 
The overall purpose of the Battlefield Protection Program is to 

create a national strategy and a national cooperative effort to protect 
historic battlefields for future generations of Americans, according to 
Manuel Lujan, 5eaetary of the Interior. 

The program emphasizes cooperation between private and public 
~ sectors. · . . 

This is why Bearss will meet with with the directors of the Friends of 
the Honey Springs Battle Site prior to the town meeting. 

Congress will appropriate the $15 million in federal funds, 
according to the ABP program portfolio, so that the "Ovil War may 
continue to be understood and inleqaeted by the public. • 

(Continued on Page 6) 

Honey Springs ____ _ 
.The following is5ues will be under consideration during the town 
hall meeting: 

•What is the significance of the Honey Springs Battlefield? 
•What is the geographical· area covered by the battle site? 
•What is the current condition of the battlefield? 
•What are the short-term and long-term threats to the battlefield? 
•what are the alternative land -protection methods available for 

site protection and interpretation? 
•Which lands shouldbe protected? 
•Which land protection methods could be effectively utilized in 

protection the Honey Springs Battlefield? 
•What is the attitude of the community and battlefield landowners 

towards protecting the interpreting the site? 
•Who are the potential partners in protecting the site? 
•What are the potential partnerships and strategies that could be 

developed to protect the battlefield? . , 

Mcintosh County Democrat, 
Thursday, September 5, 1991, page 1 
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TilE DEMOCRAT SEPTEMBER 5,1991 • 6 

1THE KATY FLYER!l 
East Train ' 

TO fH~ 

Indian Territory. 
TEXAS, 

.Mexico and Pacific Coast 
RESORTS. 

\ Wl(ltr Blltrel Slttpers. Free Kny Cll3ir Cars. 
1 c. IWU, r .. lllc •-· ST. ~OUIS. MO. __:;_:_;;._;::__c:::.====-

School has started, Labor Day 
has passed, and the Katy keeps 
having interesting visitors and 
scheduled activities. 

Two dates wilt make our 
property busy the second week in 
September. 

The fii-st is set for Wednesday, 
Sept. 11, from 7 p.m. until 9 p.m., 
when a town meeting will be held, 
At that time four members of the 
Department of the Interior's 
National Park Service will join the 
executive staff of the Oklahoma 
Historical Society to discuss a 
Resources Protection Plan fo'r 
Honey Springs Battlefield Park. 

Led by Ed Bearss, Chief 
Historian, NPS, from Washington, 
D.C., the other out-of-state federal 
personnel are Tom Carroll, 
Southwest Regional coordinator, 
Santa Fe; Jim Gott, superintendent, 
Pea Ridge (Ark.) National Military 
Park; and Neil Mangum, NPS 
Regional office, St. Smith. 

OHS staff members will be J. 
Blake Wade, executive director; 
Or. Bob L. Blackburn, deputy 
executive director; John R. Hill, 
historic sites division; Richard 
Ryan and Chris Morgan, both of Ft. 
Gibson; and Ralph W. Jones, 
~ro~ ~rdinator. 

This team will spend two nights 
and part of three days here in a 
hands-on evaluation and extensive 
walk..through of the local Civil War 
battle site. They are especially 
interested in local understanding 
of probable long-range goals and 
the multiple ways of achieving 
them. It is important for our 
citizens to come and be a part of 
this shared evening. 

The findings will be our input in 
the "American Battlefield 
Protection Plan" now being readied 
for Congressional action. 

Honey Springs has been 
designated as one of the county's 
25 sites for the program, and one of 
the top three west of the 
Mississippi. 

Consider this your invitation to 
be part . of this important 
discussion. 

On Thursday, Sept. 12, at 6:30 
p.m., we'll be kicking off the fall 
season of CLPS m~ings with_ a 
supper in the freight room. That 
week marks the seventh 
anniversary of our chartering 
(Sept. 7, 1984) of our Preservation 
Society by the State of Oklahoma. 

We've come a long way. The 
Depot was still on the M·K·T traCk 

then; and we didn't even expect to 
own it. On this occasion we will 
honor a special group. 

To carry out a commitment 
specified in our Bylaws, we-will be 
hanging a plaque g1Vmg 
recognition to the Katy 
Benefactors who in 1988 signed a 
three-year payout note for nearly 
$27,000. This money funded Phase 
ll, completion of the station's 
restoration as a tourist information 
center/museum on Paul Carr .Dr. 

One organization and those 
individuals which enabled the 
Katy's interior work to be 
completed area: Checotah Area 
Artists, Bob and Joan Frame, W." 
H. and Vivian Frame, Clarence R. 
Futrell, Gene· and Martha 
Harrison, Robert ·and Kathy 
Jennings, Milam M. King, R. J. and 
Margaret Koch, Russell and 
Nancy Koch, Mick and Sally 
Meador, Mitch and Karen Myers, 
Jo Walberg Sharp, Logan and 
Donna Sharpe, Lou and Ruth 
Sharpe, Emmy Scott Stidham, 
Gregory and Ann D. Stidham, Lee 
and. Mary Stidham, and Mike and. 
Glenna Stidham. 

No reservation for the meal is 
necessary, but bring a denert or 
salad to complete the menu of 
slivered turkey for sandwiches. 

Dues will be-· payable that 
evening for the new year. 
Categories (and the appropriate 
donation) include: individual· $10; 
junior· $2; family· $15; sustaining. 
$25; centennial - $100; and Ufe • 
computed on age. 

Come be a part of our birthday 
celebration! 

••••• 
Checking the guest register 

during the past six weeks, 
tabulation shows that we've had 
company from 14 states, and they 
live from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
Home states, in addition to 
Oklahoma are: Texas, Indiana, 
California, Arkansas, Michigan, 
Ohio, Tennessee, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Washington, MiMouri, 
Virginia, and Illinois. 

Have you been a visitor to the 
Katy lately? 

Mcintosh County Democrat, 
Thursday, September 5, 1991, page 6 
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TO complete the summer news 

without commending our Eastern 
Private Industry Council 
employee, Brenda Minnick. would 
be a serious omission, indeed! 

Brenda, who was fourth in her 
1991 CHS graduating clan, spend 
eight moat helpful week& with us. 
Jn 1990 st\l;,<li40&1\Ql,-lher sti~t 

{~bll~;·~~~!t~?~ti~wf,¥~~ 
"learning experience" this year. 

Her work wu effldent, creative 
and thorough. Add to that, 
Brenda's willingness to come early 
and stay late, to_ do extra chores on 
off-days <Uke decorating the Mini· 
Museum window• and serving as a 
special Honey Springs envoy) 
making her a real joy to have aa 
our staff person. The volunteers 
and MiN: Katy, our watch cat, truly 
enjoyed Brenda'• houn at the 
station. 

We hope to lure her back for 
other activities. 

Meantime, we wish her all good 
luck as abe conttnuea her college 
studies at CoMors, leading to a 
career in sdence. 

We are grateful to her, and to 
the county office headed by 
Darlene Col~ for placing her 
at the Depot. 

••••• 
The death taat week. of W. E. 

"Dode" Mclntoah has made us all 
pause to reflect on his 
contributiona to the world, and to 
our town (he called himself 
"Checotah'• biggest booster") and 
toCLPS. 

It was hla motivating influence 
which led to the organization of our 
group. He wu itt only honorary 
charter member. 

As we close our year, we 
remember not only the former 
Creek chief for whose family our 
county was named, but two other 
very important charter members 
who have died in recent months: 
Milam M. King and Edward H. 
Lynn. 

This trio of local leaders was 
generous with their time and 
talenb, alwayt interetted. in our 
ptojects. They left"ait lnvoluable 
heritage. Each man wu a great 
historian, and we •hall continue to 
mill them. 
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Muskogee 
Daily 
Phoenix 

Page 7-Section A 
Wednesday, Sept. 11. 1991 

• Editorially speaking 

i Honey Springs: 
• Opportunity for 
:all of Oklahoma 
: Oklahoma Historical Society officials want 
! to develop Ute Honey Springs batUefleld near 
; Checotah. 
· Those interested in improving tourism in 

eastern Oklahoma should sit up and take 
notice. 

If Ute park were developed like Wilson's 
: Creek near Springfield, Mo., or Pea Ridge, 
: Ark., Ulousands of visitors would visit Ute site 
' each year. Equally important, those same 

visitors could be lured to drive to Muskogee 
Fort Gibson, Tahlequah, Wagoner and Sal: 

. llsaw. Along the way, Uley would spend valu· 
able tourist dollars, as much as $100 If Utey 
spend Ute night. 

All the attractions - from Sequoyah's home 
near Salilsaw to Ute U.S. National Cemetery at 
Fort Gibson - have a common Uleme of 
frontier heritage, of cowboys and Indians. 
Those are Ute images tourism specialists say 

· VISttors most want to see. Add to Utat Ute 
· natural beauty of the area, recreation re­
. sources and there's every reason for the 
· Muskogee region could be Oklahoma's number 
· one tourist attraction. 
: This area teems with history. 
; Honey Springs development Is a natural to 
: reach deeper into Ulat history Ulan the limits 
: of Ute historic battle of 1863. Two oUter Jtls. 
: torte Oklahoma sites should be brought into 
; lh!-' tourism development opportunity - F:ort 
: Gtbson and Ute Texas Road. 

: Seizing control of Ute Fort Gibson military 
: post was Ute major goal of Ute 6,000 Con· 
: federate troops involved in Ute battle of Honey 
: Springs. · 
: The Texas Road, east of the battle site, ran 
: from Ule northern to the southern border of 
: Indian Territory. Skirmishes were fought all 
: along Ute lengU! of Ute historic trail. 
: All three sites figured prominently in Indian 
: Territory development. Honey Springs offered 
: invaluable water needed by travelers and 
: provided access to Fort Gibson, the west· 
~ emmost outpost of the· new frontier for many 

years. The Taas Road was a major Ulor­
. 'oughfare • 

Imagine coupling Ulese three tourist altrac­
.lions wilh oUter historic tourists sites in Ute 
~rea: The Five Civilized Tribes Museum 
:&cone and its Ataloa Lodge, Tsa·La·GI and 
its Trail of Tears Drama, the antique fB.shion 

museums at Wagoner and Ute 14 Flags Heri· 
tage Museum at Sallisaw. 
. A National Park Service representative Is in 
the Checotah area Ulls week looking at Ute 
potential for development of the Honey 
.Springs batUefleld. The Phoenix urges tourism 
-representatives, business and community 
:leaders and citizens to attend a public meeting 
,from 7 to 9 p.m. Wednesday at Ute Katy Depot 
in Checotah. 

, , Development of Ute Honey Springs batt· 
,lefleld can be an important link in a strong 
ochain of attractions Utat will bring increased 
:~ourism to eastern Oklahoma. 

Muskogee Daily Phoenix, 
Wednesday, September 11, 1991, page 7 
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Muskogee 
Daily 
Phoenix 
Fridoy, Sept. 13. 1991 
Page 8-Section A 

• Editorially speaking •:r::•·" A-:•'•'· ,., .. "· 1,.1 Local 

~erwx-------------------------------mnk Fort Gibson, Honey Springs 
~s tourist draw, historian urges 
Ry PHIL BURROWS 

"'j;:gR,~'GiBS<m - National Park Service chief his­
torian F.d Bcnrs.'l gazed ovor paN of Fort Gibson 
Military Park .u he reflected on Battle ol Honey 
Springs site at Rentiesville. 

Bearss toured the Honey Springs 
site Wednesday and fo'ort Gibson on 
Thursday. 

For both historic sites to be rec­
ognized as major tourist attractions, 
linking the two through their Civil 
War roles is a must, Beam said. 

"The potential of llnldng 
Springs and Fort Gibson, the ••-·t'llll'-' 
Road and Buter Springs (Kan.) and 
Fort Scott (Kan.) is there. People '-.-';._--.o,c-.., 
must spend time at these two, oth-
erwise they'll just drive through and go on," he said. 

"We must make people cognizant of the outstanding 
historical resources here. Fort Gibson was important. 
because without it, there wouldn't have been a Battle of 
Honey Springs." 

At Cbeeotah and Fort Gibson, Bearss met with 
members of local and !!late historical societies, county 

officials and landowners. He focused on U.S. Secretary 
of Interior Manuel Lujan Jr.'s battle(ield protection 
program. The program will provide preservation funds 
for some battle sites. 

''We've got to get these groups to work together and 
look toward preservaUon and interpretation of the level 
of Honey Springs and its national imoortance." he said. 

Fort Gibson housed 3,000 Union troops under Gen. 
James G. B!Wlt near the Arkansas ltiver. The 6,000 
Confederate troops at Honey Springs were out to de­
stroy Blunt's anny. 

On July 17, 1863, the Union scored a major victory at 
Honey Springs. At about the same time. it was winning 
baWes at Gettysburg, Pa., and Vicksburg, Miss. 

"Blunt's strategy wu to take his 3,000 against the 
Confederates' 6,000 before 2,000 more Confederates 
came from Arkansas," said John Hill, Oklahoma His­
torical Society site director. "Those other 2.000 arrived 
at Honey Springs four hours after the batUe.'' 

Another factor that made the BatUe of Honey Springs 
important wu vadous ethnic groups' roles. Hill said. 
Whites, blacks, American Indians and Hispanics were 
involved in the baWe. 
"It was the first time all those came together and 

baWed," he said. "The 1st Kansas Colored Infantry 
was significant in the Union's victory," 

Huskogee Daily Phoenix, 
Friday, September 13, 1991, page 8 
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Honey Springs 
Development' On Track 

By Don Campbell 
The Rev. Jessie Jackson 

talked of a "Rainbow 
Coalition" during his bid 
fort he presidency, but, sa.ys 
Ed Bearss, chiefhistorian 
for the National Park 
Service, the original Rain~ 
bow Coalition took part 
in the July 17,1863, Battle 
of Honey Springs. 

Speaking to a packed 
house on Wednesday, 
Sept. 11, at tne Katy Depot 
in Checotah, Bearss, of 
Washington, D.C., re~ 

minded us that not only 
white soldiers fought at 
Honey Springs. 
"One of the factors that 

made the Battle of Honey 
Springs unique was the 
various ethnic groups that 
fought there," explained 
Bearss. "Whites, Blacks, 
American Indians and 

Hispanics were involved 
in the battle. The 1st 
Kansas Colored Infantry. 
was significant in the 
Union's Victory.M 

Springs Battlefield Park. Military Park. 

Bearss was in Checotah 
to discuss a Resources 
Protection Plan for Honey 

Bearss headed a group 
that included Tom Car­
roll, Southwest Regional 
coordinator from Santa 
Fe, N.M. and Jim Gott, 
superintendent of the Pea 
Ridge (Ark.) Nalional 

Others visiting the Honey 
Springs battle site and 
attending the evening 
meeting included J. Blake 
Wade, executive director 
oft he Oklahoma Historiw 

See "Track" Page 32 

Track 
Continued from Page 1 

ctiSocicty(OHS't: Dr. Bob 
L Blackburn, executive 
director of the OHS; John 
R HilloftheHistoricSitcs 
Division; Richard R\'an 
and Chris Morg:m. b'Oth 
of the F!lrt Gibson Mili­
mry Park: nnd Ralph W. 
Jonc.~. project coordina­
tor. 

Bearss gave a brief talk 
on just how the Depart­
men~ of the Interior's 
Resource Protection Plan 
came about and what the 
pl:ln meant in reference 
to the Battle of Honey 
Springs. 

Jones t:llked about the 
v.uious methods of acquir­
ing the land that would be 
needed to develop Honey 
Spririgs into a national 
tourist attraction SuCh as 
Pea Ridge in Aikansas. 
Jones also used a map to 

show what lands were 
already state owned and 
whot lands the project 
would want to acquire in 
priority sequence. 

Bearss then turned the 
meeting over to rfill and 

. Jones who .<(j.ealt more 
specific with Honey 
Spring.~ and plans to de­
velop the Honey Springs 
Battle Site as a historical 
attraction. 

All involved in the one­
day visit to HoncySpriDgs 
and Checotah agreed that 
due to the work of the 
Oklahoma Historical 
Society and Friends of 
Honey Spring; B:111Jefield 
Park and the support ot 
the Checotah Landmark 
Preservation Society ami 
the Cbecmah Chamber of 
Commerce.asv.'Cll asotrer 
local, state und national 
groups. the groundwork 
for Honey Springs was in 
place ond it v.-as time to 
run with the project. 

Both Hill and Jones soid 
this v.-as just the first of 
several mcc.tingsthatwiU 
be held concerning the 
deo.-elopment of Honey 
Springs as a park. Bolh 
soid the desires and wishes 
of the local people was a 
mojorfaaor in making this 
project a success. 

Lake Eufaula World, 
Thursday, September 19, 1991, page 1 
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National Park Historian Sees Bright Future For Honey Springs 
By DON CAMPBELL 

The Rev. Jessie Jacbon 
talked of a MRalnbow Coalition" 
during hh bid for the 
presid(!Jicy but, says Ed Bearss, 
chief historian for the National 
Park Service, the original 
Rainbow Coalition took part in 
the}uly 17, 1863 Battle of Honey 
Springs. 

Speaking to a packed hou5e 
on Wednesday, Sept. II, at the 
Katy Depot in Checotah, 
Bearss, of Washington, D.C., 
rcmlndOO u& that not only white 
toldlcn fought at lloncy 
Springs. 

"One of the facton that 

(Continued from Page I) 
drive through and go on." 
Bearss said . 

He went on to say, ~we must 
make people cognizant of. the 
outstanding historical resources 
here. Fort Cibson was 
important, becau~ without it, 
there wouldn't have been a 
Honey Springs.~ 

Both Hill i.nd Jones said this 
was just the first of several 
meetings that will be held 
concerning the dev(!lopment of 
Honey Springs as a park. Both 
said the desires and wishes of 
the local people was a major 
factor in making this protect a 
success. 

made the Battle of Honey 
Springs unique was the various 
ethnic groups that fought 
there,~ explained Bearss. 
"Whites, Blacks, American 
J~dians and Hispanics· were 
involved in the battle. The Jst 
Kansas Colored Infantry was 
significant in the Union's 
vktoay.· 

Bearss was in Checotah to 
discuss a Re$0Urces Protection 
Plan for Honey Springs 
&ttlcfield Park. 

Bears~ headed a group that 
Included Tom Carroll, 
Southwest Regional coordinator 

from Sante Fe,. N.M., and Jim 
Colt, superintendent of the Pea 
Ridge (Ark.) National Military 
Park. 

Others vitlitlng the !Ioney 
Springs battle site and 
attending the evening meeting 
included J. Blake Wade, 
executive director of the 
Oklahoma Historical Society 
(OHSJ; Dr. Bob L. Blackburn, of 
the OHS; John R. Hill, of the 
Historic Sites Division; Richard 
Ryan and Chris Morgan, both of 
the Fort Cibson Military J'ark; 
and Ralph W. Jones, project 
coordinator. 

Bearss gave a brief talk on 
just how the Department of the 
Interior's Resource Protection 
PJ•n came about •nd what the 
plan meant In reference to the 
Battle of Honey Springs. 

Bearss then turned the 
meeting over to Hill and Jones 
who dealt more specifically with 
Honey Springs and plana to 
develop the battle site as an 
historical attraction. 

Jones talked about the 
various m<'thods of acquiring 
land that would needed to 
develop Honey Spring• Into a 
national tourist attraction such 

as Pea Ridge In Arkansas. 
Jones also used a map to 

show what lands were already 
5lale owned and what lands the 
project would want to acquire in 
priority sequen<:c. 

All Involved In the one-day 
visit to Honey Springs and 
Checotah agreed that due to 
the work of the Oklahoma 
Historical Sodety and Friends 
of Honey Springs Battlefield 
Park and the support of the 
Checotah Landmark 
Preservation Sodety and the 
Checotah Chamber of 
Commerce, as well as other 

CHECOTAH MAYOR MIKE EARlYWINE, center, presented a key to the City of Checotah to Ed 
Bearss, right, chief historian for the National Park Service, also standing is Col. Martin Haggerstrand. 
president of the Oklahoma Historical Society. (Staff Photo) 

local, state and national groups, 
the groundwork for. Honey 
Springs was in place and It was 
time to run with the pro;ec:t. 

Following the briefing: and 
question and answer period, 
Bearss was aeked about the 
potential of Honey Springs as a 
major tourist attraction. 

"The potential of linking 
Honey Springs, Fort Gibson, the 
Texas Road, and Baxter Springs 
and Fort Scott, kan. II there. 
People must spend time at 
these two, otherwise they'll Just 

(Continued on Page 12.) 
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Photograph No. 1: Emmy Scott Stidham making introductions at 
Board Meeting, Friends of Honey Springs Battlefield Park Inc. 

Photograph No. 2: Ed Bearss (r), Chief Historian of the National 
Park Service receiving the "Key to the City of Checotah" from 

Mayor Mike Earlywine (c) with Oklahoma Historical Society 
President Colonel Martin A. Hagerstrand (1) observing. 
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Photograph No. 3: View of Some of the Participents During Public 
Meeting, Wednesday, 11 September 1991, Checotah, Oklahoma 

Photograph No. 4: View of Some of the Participents During Public 
Meeting, Wednesday, 11 September 1991, at Katy Depot 
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APPENDIX J: 

PARTICIPANTS IN DEVELOPMENT OF PROTECTION PLAN 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE STAFF: 

Ed Bearss, Chief Historian, National Park Service, Department of 
the Interior, 1100 "L" Street NW, Washington, D.C., 20013; 

Tom Carroll, Special Project Coordinator, Southwest Regional 
Office, National Park Service, US Department of the Interior, Post 
Office Box 728, Santa Fe, NM 87504-0728; 

Jim Gott, Superintendent, Pea Ridge National Military Park, 
National Park Service, US Department of the Interior, Pea Ridge, AR 
72751; 

Neil Mangum, Regional Historian, Southwest Regional Office, 
National Park Service, US Department of the Interior, Santa Fe, NM; 
Acting Superintendent, Fort Smith National Historic Site, Fort 
Smith, AR 72902. 

Steve Morris, 
Department of 
Washington, DC, 

Preservation 
the Interior, 
20013; 

Planner, 
1100 "L" 

OKLAHOMA HISTORICAL SOCIETY STAFF 

Protection Plan Development Staff 

National 
Street 

Park Service, 
NW, Room 6111, 

John R. Hill, Director, Division of Historic Sites, Oklahoma 
Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK 73105; 

Ralph W. Jones, Curator II, Division of Historic Sites, Oklahoma 
Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK, [Project Coordinator]; 

Chris Morgan, Property Manager I, .Fort Gibson Mi 1 i tary Park, 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Fort Gibson, OK 74434; 

Richard Ryan, Superintendent, Fort Gibson Military Park, Oklahoma 
Historical Society, Fort Gibson, OK 74434; 

Consultants 

Bob L. Blackburn, Ph.D., Deputy Executive Director, Oklahoma 
Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK; 

Whit Edwards, Programs Coordinator, Divisions of Historic Sites and 
Museums, Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK; 
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Marshall 
Historic 
Oklahoma 

Gettys, Historical Archeologist, 
Preservation Officer, Oklahoma 

City, OK; 

Office of the State 
Historical Society, 

Melvina Thurman Heisch, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK; 

CERTAIN "FRIENDS OF HONEY SPRINGS BATTLEFIELD PARK" 

Steve Adams, President, Oklahoma Land and Cattle Company, 
OK; [Member of the Board, National Park Conservation 
Washington, D.C.]; 

Tulsa, 
Fund, 

Mark Lee "Beau" Cantrell, Esq., Attorney and Counselor at Law, El 
Reno, OK; [former Member Honey Springs Battlefield Commission; 
Honorary Curator, Confederate Room, The State Museum of History, 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, OK]; 

LeRoy H. Fischer, Ph.D. , Oppenheim Regents Professor Emeritus, 
Department of History, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, OK; 
[Member of the Board of Directors, Oklahoma Historical Society; 
former Secretary, Honey Springs Battlefield Commission]; 

Col. Martin A. Hagerstrand (USA, Ret.), Tahlequah, OK; [President, 
Oklahoma Historical Society; former Member, Honey Springs Battle­
field Commission]; 

Bob Hill, long-term resident of the battlefield, Oktaha, Oklahoma; 
[former Member, Honey Springs Battlefield Commission]. 

Jordan B. Reaves, retired wholesale appliance dealer, Oklahoma 
City, OK; [Member Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Historical 
Society; former Member, Honey Springs Battlefield Commission]; 

Emmy Scott Stidham, Director, Checotah Landmark Preservation 
Society, Checotah, OK; [Board of Directors of the Oklahoma Histori­
cal Society; former Member, Honey Springs Battlefield Commission]; 

Lee Stidham, Chairman and CEO, People's National Bank, Checotah, 
OK; [President, Friends of Honey Springs Battlefield Park, Inc.]; 

Lee Woodard, life-long resident of battlefield, Checotah, OK; 
[former Member, Honey Springs Battlefield Commission]. 
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