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An ancient l ink between two worlds, 
the Bering Land Bridge provided 
access for p lan t s , animals and 
humans from Asia to America during 
the g l ac i a l epoch 14,000 to 25,000 
years ago. I t i s possible that the 
preh i s to r ic hunters who made th is 
t rek were the ancestors of a l l 
nat ive peoples of the Americas. 

Today the Land Bridge, which may a t 
tiroes have been as wide a 1,000 
miles , i s overlain by the CTirkchi 
and Bering Seas. Bering land Bridge 
National Preserve i s a link with tlie 
ecological and human history of the 

area jus t as i t was a bridge to 
man's fu ture . Hie preserve l i e s 
just below the Arctic Circle on the 
Seward Peninsula in Nortlwest 
Alaska, between Kotzebue and Nome. 
I t encompasses one mil l ion liectares 
(2.59 mil l ion acres . ) Tliere i s much 
tundra, and the area i s re la t ive ly 
f l a t . Lakes, streams and lagoons 
provide fine liabitat for waterbirds 
and f i sh . There i s a variety of 
wildl i fe and p lan t s , hot springs, 
lava beds and other volcanic 
phenomena, and of archeological and 
paleontological s i t e s . 

SUMMER Most people v i s i t here between 
mid-June and mid-September wlien 
temperatures average around 7°C 
(mid-40s°F) along the coasts and 
18°C(mid-60s°F) inland. During 
the ice-free periods along the 
coasts ( l a t e May to l a t e October), 
cloudy skies preva i l , fog occurs, 

daily temperatures remain fa i r ly 
constant in tlie long hours of 
daylight , and tlie r e l a t i ve l imidity 
i s high. Clearer skies and more 
pronounced temperature changes occur 
inland. Insects are most numerous 
and most i r r i t a t i n g fran mid-June to 
early August. 

CLOIHING, FJOTJ AND GEAR There are no coampgrounds. You must 
a r r ive se l f - suf f ic ien t for food, 
c lothing, she l t e r , and in some cases 
fue l . Sane driftwood occurs on 
beaches, but inland wood i s scarce 
and should be used chiefly for 
oxjking. 

Before entering the preserve you 
should possess good outdoor s k i l l s 
and the stamina to survive d i f f i cu l t 
condit ions. You need hiking, 
backpacking, and camping 
experience. Knowledge about tlie 
food, c lothing, and gear wi l l make 
your t r i p pleasant and rewarding. 

repel lent and head ne t , cooking and 
eating u t e n s i l s , f i r6 t aid items, 
maps, knife, food, warm clothing and 
ra in gear, calf-high boots with 
waterproof lowers and extra socks. 
Fishing tackle and manageable camera 
equipment w i l l odd to your 
enjoyment. 

Once here you must carry everything 
on your back, so bring only 
e s s e n t i a l s : good tent with rain 
f l y , sleeping bag and pad, insect 
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PRECAUTIONS AND COURTESIES The preserve i s vas t , and a runber 
of dangers may confront even the 
experienced here. Do not travel 
alone. local residents carry on 
the i r subsistence way of l i f e within 
the preserve. Their camps, 
f i shnets , and other equipment are 

c r i t i c a l to their well-being. 
Please respect their property and 
privacy. 

Travel on tundra can be d i f f icul t 
and very t i r i ng . Plan your t r i p 
with th is in mind. 

ACTIVITIES Part of the preserve 's a t t r ac t ion i s 
seeing Eskimos from neighboring 
v i l lages pursue subsistence 
l i f e s t y l e s , manage reindeer herds, 
and produce a r t s and c ra f t s . 

During the short summer the area 
bursts into l i f e . There are some 
245 species of plants , many blooming 
in splashes of color, others 
de l ica te and subt le . Prom 
mid-August to mid-September, tundra 
plants assume the colors of a New 
England autumn. 

You also may see and photograph 
wi ld l i fe : some 112 migratory bird 
species; marine mammals such as seal 
and endangered whales; grizzly bear, 
wolf, and moose. Streams and lakes 
provide excellent sport fishing for 
salmon, char, grayling. River 
f loat ing, boating and canoeing 
opportunities are here, if the 
logis t ics of gear transport can be 
solved. And there are volcanic 
areas , hot springs, sea c l i f f s , and 
beaches to explore. 

ACCESS The p re se rve i s i s o l a t e d . No roads 
lead h e r e and a i r p o r t s a t Name and 
Kotzebue that handle j e t s are far 
away. These are usual intermediate 
points for f l igh t s in to the preserve 

or to nearby Native v i l l ages . You 
can charter f l ights out of Name and 
Kotzebue into Serpentine Hot Springs 
and onto preserve beaches. 

AUUMJUAXICNS AND SERVICES Nearest lodging and meals are at 
Nome and Kotzebue. Reserve a roam 
because tour groups book much hotel 
space. Roans and meals are 
expensive. Transportation costs in 
the "bush" keep prices high in these 
areas . There are no acccrnnodations 
in the preserve or in Native 
v i l lages close by. If you plan to 
stay in the preserve you must ar r ive 
se l f - suf f ic ien t . Seme food, 
clothing, and beverages and some 
gear may be purchased in Nome and 
Kotzebue, but supplies in v i l l age 
s tores are generally depleted and 
are intended for local Native 

consumption. No local guides or 
ou t f i t t e r s operate in the preserve; 
bush p i lo t s in Nome and Kotzebue who 
are familiar with the preserve can 
be helpful in providing information 
and services . 

Please get specific information 
about your planned t r i p by writing: 

Superintendent 
Bering Land Bridge National Preserve 
P. 0. Bex 220 
None, Alaska 99672 
Phone: (907) 443-2522 

The Bering Strait area Is still 
commonly visualized as a narrow 
path or trail over which people 
hustled, In one direction, on their 
way to take up positions In 
which they would presently he 
discovered...In fact, the Bering 
Land Bridge was an enormous 
continental area extending 
nearly 1,600 km from Its 
southern extremity, now the 
eastern Aleutians, to Its northern 
margin in the Arctic Ocean. 

William Laughlln 

Maximum expanse of 
land mass & glaclatlon 
during Pleistocene epoch 

Present coastline 


