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Context ‘5" DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

" The Halfway Creek site was first recorded during the National Park Service's survey of
the Big Cypress National Preserve in 1977. This site was one of seven sites in the
preserve considered eligible for nomination on the National Register. -

The site is a black dirt midden that encompasses about .5 acre. The site q
y The eleva-

tion o e midden's highest point is approximately 1.3 meters above the surface of
the creek. A vertical profile of the site through its highest point would present the

form of a rounded mound.

Diagnostic artifacts indicate a prehistoric occupation that ranged from as early as
the Glades II Period (circa 800 AD) to as late as the Glades III B Period (circa 1400
AD), Historic artifacts indicate that the site was also used by Seminoles~during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries, 4

Boundary Justifieation ~
The nominated property includes all the knowm boundaries of the site as well as a

portion of Halfway Creek that fronts the site. The creekbed at this point contains a
large quantity of material data that has been discarded or eroded into: the creek.
Approximately .5 acre is encompassed within the nominated property.

Environment

N | v ) A1l of these
of resources exploited by the Native American population.

" A mock Indian village has been constructed on the site by an airboat tour operator
prior to the establishment of the preserve.. It is likely that-the tour operator
will be granted a special use permit to continue the operation. Special provisions
will be set out in:the permit to iInsure protection of the site from further impact.
.Construction of the "village has resulted in little alteration or damage to the
resource, Because the "village" is only viewed from the airboat and no visitor
access 1s provided the construction is unsubstantial.a.r\& Mo PDT_W\TH\ davmage 2o
The resSourcly [ onTierpated, :

Archeological Investigations ‘ ,
A surface collection was made on the midden and along the creek bank. A total of 192
pottery sherds were collected as well as unspecified quantity of faunal bone and shell.

Data Limitations . N
The Halfway Creek site is in a good state of preservatlon. The survey team encountered

no evidence of excavation pits nor any other .indications of modern cultural disturbances,
Erosion has been severe along the portion of the site facing the creek, Prop wash

from passing boats has been a factor in undercutting the creek bank. This undercutting
has exposed and removed a large quantity of material data from the midden. However,

this erosion has probably.affected less than 5% of the site.
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COLLIER COUNTY, FLORIDA

#7 - DESCRIPTION

Boundary Justification

The attached map of the site indicates the boundaries of the site both
on land and within the creek.

Archeological Investigations

Additionally, two test excavations were placed at Halfway Creek site as
indicated on the enclosed site map. These tests were 30 cm square and
were dug in 10 cm levels to depths of 90 cm. All material was screened
through 1/16 inch mesh. Large quantities of marine shell, faunal bone,
ceramics, and carbonized botanical remains were recovered from these
tests.

#8 - SIGNIFICANCE

3. C14 dates on material taken from three levels in test 1 all cluster
around 615 AD. Material from Tevel 4 of test 2 was dated at 810 AD, while
material from level 8 was dated to 480 AD.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Significance " -
The Halfway Creek site is an excellent example of a prehistoric midden within the

mangrove estuarine ecotone. This site is typical of prehistoric occupational foci
along the coastal zone of southwest Florida. The site probably contains discrete
features, such as ash pits and hearths, as well as data sets reflecting the inhabitant's
subsistence and technological patterns. These data sets may be described as follows:

1., Artifactual data is composed of pottery sherds. Ceramics in the Glades Area

- are the principal artifactual markers for chronology. Other artifacts include
bone and shell tools and ornaments. This type of data still remains in un-
disturbed portions of the site. These would reflect subsistence patterns,
technology, and, in some cases, chronology.

2. Subsistence data comprises a major percentage of the site's data universe.
Consisting of faunal bone, charred seeds and shells, and human coprolites,
this data offers investigators an unusual opportunity to reconstruct subsistence
patterns; particularly types of food being exploited, resource selectivity,
prehistoric hunting, and fishing methodology, and food preparation. The human
fecal material, commonly preserved in large prehistoric middens in the Big
Cypress, offers an opportunity to study diet and human parasitic pathology.

3. Large quantities of charcoal, remnants from fire pits and hearths exist through-
out the site. To. date, four samples have been collected and submitted for Cl4
dates. Sufficient charcoal exists at all occupational levels to probably
determine the complete chronology of settlement.

The historic component of this site presents the possibility of reflecting a wide
spectrum of activities that were typical of nineteenth century occupation of south-
west Florida. These include the theme of Seminole occupation and a secondary theme
of the specialized trade stimulated alligator hunting exploited by the Seminoles
after mid-19th century. Many estuarine sites such as this one served as hunting
stations for Indian and white man alike during the extensive plume and alligator
hunting era. Cursory observations of the site surface indicate a large quantity of
alligator faunal bone, which suggest that this site may have been an historical
hunting station. : *
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