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Colorado's Black Canyon of the Gunnison certainly ranks 
among the foremost chasms of the world in terms of dimen­
sions and renown. Starting at Sapinero, where the ancient pre­
Cambrian rock complex first becomes evident, the Gunnison 
River has cut an ever deepening gorge to westward for a dis­
tance of some fifty miles until, swinging northwest, the river 
leaves its walled confines and joins the North Fork of the 
Gunnison River in the North Fork Valley near Delta. 

The deepest and most spectacular portion of this chasm, 
a twelve-mile length, has been included within the boundary 
of the Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument, 
which was established by the presidential proclamation of 
Herbert Hoover thirty y ears ago on March 2, 1933. Here the 
gorge depth ranges from 1,730 to 2,725 feet, while the width 
narrows to 1,100 feet at the rim and as little as 40 feet at the 
bottom, at the latter site the river completely inundating the 
chasm floor . The depth and narrowness of the Black Canyon 
is emphasized by the sheer, black-stained, lichen-covered, 
variegated pre-Cambrian walls and the periodic gloom that 
shrouds the depths. 

There are other canyons in the world with greater over-all 
dimensions, and some whose fame exceeds that of the Black 
Canyon. Regardless of these competitors, however, Colorado's 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison is memorable for its narrow­
ness, depth, and impression of somber solitude. It is small 
wonder, then, that there developed in the past efforts to have 
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the most spectacular section of this gorge set aside as one of 
our country's national monuments. 

As early as 1901 , the scenic value of the Black Canyon was 
being publicized. F. H. Newell , Chief Hydrographer for the 
U. S. Geological Survey, told the editor of the Montrose Enter­
prise in that year that the Black Canyon of the Gunnison "is 
the grandest scenery on the continent, and that something 
should be done to invite tourists and sightseers to look on 
its wonders. " Newell thought that the canyon was "unrivalled, 
even by the Grand Canon of the Colorado." 

In the late 1920's local citizens in Montrose began agitating 
to have the Black Canyon designated as a national monument, 
w ith a bridge eventually to be built to span the chasm. This 
proposed bridge, mentioned as the "highest bridge that will 
ever be built in the world," would be 1,250 feet in length and 
extend 1,950 feet above the Gunnison River. 

One of the first vocal protagonists was Douglass Lytle, a 
rancher who lived between Bostwick Park and the canyon's 
south rim . During the summer of 1928, he told the county agent, 
Har ry A. Ireland, about the existence of the spectacular gorge 
so close to Montrose and suggested that perhaps the Montrose 
Lions Club, of which Ireland was a member, could be inter­
ested in constructing a "passable road." to the rim. 1 Ireland 
brought the matter to the attention of the club, which was 
interested and which set up an investigative committee com­
posed of Ireland, L. J. Foster, superintendent of the Uncom­
pahgre Reclamation Project, and Reverend Mark T. Warner, 
minister of the local United Presbyterian Church.2 

Soon after its appointment, this committee made a recon­
naissance trip with Lytle to the canyon, getting a panoramic 
view of the countryside from Signal Hill and then proceeding 
to the rim near what later was to become known as Lions 
Spring. The men were enthusiastic about the possibilities of 
the area and heartily recommended the road-building project 
to the club. 

On March 8, 1929, the Lions Club voted to sponsor con­
struction of a "scenic drive" to and along the canyon rim. The 

1 Lytle commented that "there was a canyon up there that was worth seeing 
an<l a road 'houl<l be built so people coulcl get to it ."-Montrose Daily Press, 
ca January 25, 1934 . Nat. Arch. File 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon. 

2 A great deal of the fo llowing information on local activities relative t o the 
establishment of the monument was made a\"ailable to me by Reverend \\'arner 
in a Jetter of December 31, 1962, or came from a length~· a r ticle, "Black Canyon 
Dri\"e Is Declicaterl,"' in the September 2, 1930, issue of the Montrose Daily Press. 

Painted \\'all. Black Canyon 
Al'o called Serpent Point or Dragon Point 
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committee ran a rough survey for the proposed road, marking 
the route out with red strings hung on the brush. Work days 
for the club were designated during the summer of 1929, and 
members armed with picks, shovels, axes and pruning shears 
began the job of clearing. Reverend Warner took John Howell, 
Montrose County Commissioner, and H. T . Reno, resident state 
Highway Engineer, to the canyon in November and sold them 
on the idea of building a good county road. Later the board 
of county commissioners endorsed the project, as did the Mont­
rose city commissioners, the Rotary Club, Chamber of Com­
merce, and other organizations and individuals, including the 
Montrose Daily Press and especially its news editor, Warren 
F . Wilcox .3 

Work was begun on the approach road in May, 1930, the 
road right-of-way being donated by Lytle4 ; and the road was 
dedicated on September 1, 1930, a mellow autumn Labor Day, 
with a gala celebration.5 Picnickers from Montrose, Delta and 
the towns of the North Fork Valley gathered in a clearing near 
the "bridge site" for a festive feast , topped off with ice cream 
and cake ser ved by the Lions and delicious coffee brewed by 
J . H . Bantley. A canvas was erected as protection against the 
sun, with seats set up under it, and water was provided from 
a large tank chilled with several hundred pounds of ice. The 
many cars were directed to safe parking spaces by uniformed 
men of Company D [Colorado National Guard] under the 
direction of Sheriff McAnally. 

Prior to lunch visitors, even Robert Curtis on his crutches, 
took the opportunity of viewing the canyon from several van­
tage points protected by hastily erected railings; and from 
their "stage" at the canyon rim Professor Loyde Hillyer and 
his fifteen band members rendered a number of selections to 
regale the audience. Mr. and Mrs. D. B. Walker were busy 
taking photographs of the scenery and festivities , and T. Stam­
baugh of the American Automobile Association was gathering 
material for an article on the Black Canyon in the A.A.A. 
magazine. Shortly after one o'clock, only forty-five minutes 
after it came off the press, copies of the Montrose newspaper 

3 \\Tilcox, among other activities, contacted the man who had built the br idge 
over the Roya l Gorge, wrote Director A lbright, took in f luen t ia l a u tho r s to the 
proposen briclge ~ite, and generally booste,1 the proposed mon ument "in and out 
of season." 

• Lytle also permitted Lions Spring to be used by vis itors and even t u a ll y 
deeded to the government the land he owned within the monument a r ea. Rather 
obviously, Lions Spring was named in honor of the Montrose Lions Club a n d n ot, 
as many present-day vi~itors anticipate, after mountain lions wh ich might fre­
quent the spring. 

s This celebration was de~cribed in detail in "Black Canyon Drive Ts Dedi­
cated," Jllontrose Daily Press, September 2, 1930. The following account is based 
upon that article. 
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telling of the dedication, the ink barely dry, were distributed 
to the gathering. 

At 2:00 p.m. the dedicatory ceremony began, presided over 
by Harry Ireland.6 Accompanied by Gene McGregor on the 
cornet, everyone sang America; and Reverend Warner pro­
nounced the Invocation. Ireland portrayed some of the early 
history of the area and called upon Sam Hartman, the oldest 
inhabitant present, to relate some of his pioneer experiences 
associated with the canyon. Then County Commissioner Howell 
spoke about his impressions of the canyon, commenting "For­
tunate indeed are the people of the Uncompahgre Valley both 
now and in the future in having at their very door this beauti­
ful scenery. Every effort should be made to make it more 
accessible to the general public." 

Howell went on to suggest that an approach road also be 
built to the north rim and that the Lions Club should seriously 
begin to make plans for the bridge, " ... nothing very big or 
impossible about it, if we all work together." He facetiously 
continued: 

If this is not soon done the men who pushed along the work 
and built this road this summer, with myself will come up here 
some dark night and build it for you. 

The Long Long Trail on the upper end can be improved so 
that the most of you could walk down to the bottom of the 
canyon .... And then just above us down the Lone Tree Trail 
it would be possible to build a power cog railway so that any 
of you could easily go down and stand close to the perpendicu­
lar walls and be near the many cataracts and falls. 
It was then Reverend Warner's turn to address the crowd . 

He reviewed the history of the road development and ex­
pressed the hope that the scenic area might eventually be set 
aside as a national park or national monument. Gus Foster 
offered a resolution on behalf of the gathering, thanking all 
who had made possible the creation of the road. And finally 
with a bottle of Lions Spring water colored with Uncompahgre 
grape juice which she hurled into the depths of the canyon, 
Bernice Warren formally christened the road: "In the name 
of the people of the State of Colorado, I break this bottle of 
wine and christen this highway the Black Canyon Scenic 
Drive." 

Reverend Warner's suggestion that this newly opened area 
be established as a national monument was not an original idea. 
In July of 1929, Warren Wilcox, Montrose Daily Press news 
editor, had called the scenic canyon to the attention of the 

6 l t was Harry Irela nd a nd \Va rn e r "·ho one m orning, soon after the county 
road had been cons tructed, went up to th e can yon and gave nam es to man y of 
t he po ints of inte rest, later h a ving s ig n s made to m a rk t hese points . Many of 
Ire la nd's a nd \ \,.arne r's na m es a re s till in use . 
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National Park Service with the hope that it might be set aside 
as a national monument. Then early in February, 1930, the 
Lions Club through Attorney John L. Bell had made a request 
of the N.P.S. that the Black Canyon be given such considera­
tion, although no specific area for inclusion was recommended. 
However, at the time the Park Service did not favor establish­
ment of a monument there. 

In May, 1931, the Lions Club, through Attorney L. C. 
Kinikin, again approached the Park Service with a similar 
request, this time specifying a smaller parcel for inclusion, 
most of which was public land. The Acting Director of the 
N.P.S., Arno B. Cammerer, expressed interest in the request 
and suggested the possibility that a Park Service representative 
might visit the canyon in the coming fall or winter. Actually, 
this visit was to materialize some time later. 

The monument idea gained regional impetus in January, 
1932, when the Grand Junction Lions voted to assist the Mont­
rose group. During the same month national interest was 
centered on the Black Canyon by an article on the proposed 
monument and bridge which appeared in the national Lions 
Magazine. By October 20, 1932, more than 800 visitors from 
thirty-one states had ventured up to the south rim on the new 
road during the course of the year and had signed the loose-leaf 
register there. 

Among the fall visitors was Roger W. Toll, representing 
the National Park Service, who stopped in at the Daily Press 
office on October 14, and asked if Warren Wilcox would take 
him up to the canyon. Toll was very impressed by the scenery 
he encountered, and while in the Montrose area described to 
the local people the steps they should take in having the area 
made a national monument. On November 1, he submitted a 
favorable report to the National Park Service, recommending 
the creation of the national monument and suggesting that the 
proposed monument include a small area on either side of the 
canyon, as well as the canyon itself, from the Gunnison Tunnel 
river portal to Red Rock Canyon. This land had already been 
withdrawn from public use by the Reclamation Service which, 
at the moment having no further use fo r it, might be favorable 
to transferring it to the National Park Service. 

In his official report Toll commented:' 
The Black Canyon of the Gunnison is one of the most 

spectacular gorges of the United S tates. The land is available. 
Public sentiment seems to favor the establishment of a na-

1 R oger \V. T o ll , "H.eport to Horace l-1 .\ :l1ri~11t, Director, ?\T.P.S.," November 
1, 1932. N a t. Arc h . F il e 2052 (HG 79 ) . Blad< l'inyon . 
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tional reservation. The area is accessible by road. Scenically 
it seems to qualify for a national monument and is free from 
some of the complications that are found in a number of other 
proposed areas. 

Unfortunately, early in the fall, the Montrose Lions Club 
had disbanded, as a consequence of the depression. Wilcox, 
undaunted by this loss of organized support, told Reverend 
Warner of Toll's visit and challenged Warner to "push" the 
drive for creation of the monument as he had pushed the road­
building project. 

This challenge Warner gladly accepted. He went directly 
to Leslie Pinkstaff, president of the Montrose Chamber of 
Commerce, told him of Toll's favorable impression, and sug­
gested that "the time was ripe for pushing the national monu­
ment project." Pinkstaff heartily agreed and named Warner 
a one-man committee to proceed with the project, since Warner 
was the only member of the old Lions Club committee still in 
the community. 

Warner, now representing the Montrose Chamber of Com­
merce, corresponded with Toll about the proposed monument, 
and Toll, in return, outlined the proper steps which should be 
taken in presenting the project to the Park Service. Warner 
decided to prepare "packets of propaganda material" on the 
Black Canyon to be sent to influential and concerned persons, 
including Toll, Horace Albright, Director of the National Park 
Service, Colorado's United States Senators Edward P. Costigan 
and Karl C. Schuyler, and western Colorado's United States 
Representative Edward T. Taylor of Glenwood Springs. 

The county surveyor, J . E. McDaniel, helped Warner outline 
the boundaries of the proposed monument and make up a 
number of blueprint maps for the packets, based upon old 
Bureau of Reclamation maps. Dexter Walker of the Walker 
Art Studio in Montrose provided several sets of representative 
hand-colored photographs of the canyon and Warner wrote a 
descriptive brochure covering all aspects of the history, natural 
history, and scenic features of the Black Canyon .8 Finally, into 
each packet went an appropriate letter of transmittal; and the 
packets were put into the mail by Christmas of 1932. Also, on 
behalf of the Montrose Chamber of Commerce the Colorado 
congressmen were asked to take up the monument creation 

s A lb rig ht was esp ecia ll y appr eciati\·e for \\'arner's con trib ution : " I wish to 
thank you in pa rtic ular f or the manu~eript '' hil'h you cmnpi1 ed , gh•in g us in 
cons ide rable d etail , d escr ipti ve data on thi arpa." . Letter , A lbright to Warner, 
January 7, 1 933. Nat. A r ch . F il e 2051 <Hn 7UJ, lllack Can yon. 
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with the National Park Service.9 

On December 5, 1932, Albright finally approved a recom­
mendation by the N.P.S. Branch of Planning, acting on Roger 
Toll's report, that the Bla~k Canyon "be tentatively approved 
as a national monument project and that the Reclamation Serv­
ice be approached to ascertain their attitude on the possibility 
of this area being used as a power project."10 The Bureau of 
Reclamation replied that it would have no objection to the 
establishment of the monument if this action "would not close 
for all time any further power and reclamation development." 11 

The Park Service had received written or telephoned re­
quests for action from many sources in addition to the Montrose 
Chamber of Commerce,12 including the Montrose Mayor and 
City Council, C. E. Adams, editor of the Montrose Daily Press, 
Uncompahgre Valley Water Users' Association, the Montrose 
Rotary Club, State Senator Lee Knous and Senator Schuyler, 
Senator Costigan and Representative Taylor.13 On January 20 
the Western State College Outing Club at Gunnison endorsed 
the undertaking. And the Montrose County Commissioners, 
after endorsing the monument, design::tted t"ie road to the 
south rim as a public highway. 

One state organization especially active in the monument 
movement was The Colorado Association of Denver which 
seconded the recommendation of the Montrose Chamber of 
Commerce on February 2, 1933: "It [Black Canyon] is a sight 
well worth traveling far to see, and if given the dignity and 
prominence of being named a national monument many people 
more than now will visit it."14 

Acting on behalf of the many individuals and organizations 
supporting the creation of the monument, Director Albright 
approved on January 13, a recommendation by Conrad Wirth 
that "a proposed proclamation be submitted recommending 
the establishment of the Black Canyon National Monument," 
accompanying the recommendation with a map showing the 
Black Canyon land status, reclamation withdrawals, power 

9 Sen a t or Schu ,.Je r h a d r eceived a petition f rom the M ontrose Cham ber of 
Comme rce. H e commen ted t o Albrig ht: " It a ppear s f rom th e li terature s ubmi tted 
to m e that t hi s [est a blis hment of t h e m onumentl can b e a ccomp lished a t a ver y 
lo\Y cost and t h a t it w ill ad d m ateria ll y t o t h e N ation a l Par!< Sys te m. D oubtless 
yo u h a \ e r eceivecl p h ot ograph s a n cl descri p ti\·e matte r of thi s proposerl s ite and 
I wo u1 c1 appreciate hearing fro1n you and an express ion o f your v ie,v s a s t o 
w h eth er or n o t thi s is feas ible at t hi s t ime."-L etter , Schu y le r t o Albrig ht, 
J a nua r y 10, 1 933 . Nat. A r ch. F il e 205 1 (RG 79 ) , B lack Can yon. 

10 L e t ter , 'Wirth to A lbright, .Ja nuary G, 1933 .- Ib i<l. 
11 l bi<l. 
12 " ..• We h aYe r eceived a goocl arr ay or peti t ion s a rnl lette r s f r om offic ial 

and u n official organization s in Colorad o, a ll urg ing the establishment o f t his 
mon u1nent."-Letter, A lhright to C. F.. Adarns. E ditor, J[ontr ose D aily Press., 
January 7, 1933. Kat. A rch. F il e 205 1 (HG 79), B lack Ca n yon . 

13 Letter. Wirt h to A lb rig l1t, J a nuary 6, 1933 .- Jb id. 
14 Letter, D ud ley R. Griggs, Secr etary, Colorad o Associa tion , t o Albrig ht, 

Februa r y 2, 1933.-J bicl. 
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site location, suggested boundary line, and the boundary line 
recommended by the Montrose Chamber of Commerce through 
Mark Warner. 15 

At this time the proposed boundary line was submitted to 
the United States Land Office so that a proper description for 
inclusion in the proclamation could be obtained.16 On checking 
the land status, the Land Office discovered that the proposed 
monument lay within the area subject to the Ute Indian Treaty 
of June 15, 1888. This might mean that any new disposition 
of the land under the Public Land Laws would entitle the 
Indians to a renumeration of $1.25 an acre, a provision of the 
Treaty. And if it did become necessary to reimburse the Indians 
for the land, Albright felt, then the establishment of the 
monument would require congressional action and an appro­
priation, rather than just a presidential proclamation.17 

There had been an instance in which a forest preserve had 
been created on Indian land, and subsequently the Indians had 
to be reimbursed under treaty provisions. However, Taylor 
rationalized that forest reserves were a source of commercial 
return to the government, whereas a monument involved "no 
return to the Government and it is set aside for the benefit of 
the citizens of the United States, including the Indians."18 

Thus, in Taylor's interpretation "the Indians would have no 
claim against the Government for this area," under the cir­
cumstances. 

With respect to the possible impasse, Conrad Wirth of the 
National Park Service commented "personally, it looks to me 
as if the legal interpretation of the Treaty as it affects the 
·establishment of the proposed national monument should be 
decided by the Solicitor,"19 while Moskey, also of the Park 
Service, noted pessimistically " . . . I see no way out. I believe 
the forest decision equally applicable to the inclusions of these 
lands in a monument."20 Taylor remained firm in his opinion 
that the proclamation should be prepared: " . .. It is not our 
business nor the Secretary's business to anticipate the court's 
decision. If the area were established and it w as contested by 
the Indians, it would be up t o the Court of Appeals to render 
a decision. If the decision w ent against the Government, it 

ts L ett e r , 'Wirt h t o A lb right, January 6, 1!133, a miroved by A lb right, Jan uary 
13 .- Ib i d. 

16 L e t ter·, \Virth to A lbr ight, Februar·y 10, 1933.-Ide m. 
17 L e tte r , Albrig h t t o Sc huyle r , .Janua r y ~1;, 1!133.- Ibicl. 
18 L e tte r , '.Virt h t o Albr ig·ht, Febru ary ~ 1 !133.-Tbifl . 
10 L e tter, \Virth to A l b r ight, Februa r ) 1 n, 1 !1:13 Ibid . 
20 Ib i d . 
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would then be up to [Taylor's] committee to set up a policy 
to pay for the land."21 

Wirth and Moskey took the Indian treaty matter up with 
Albright on February 6, and he felt the only thing to do was 
proceed with the proclamation, transmitting it through the 
Indian Service as well as the United States Land Office. Brooks 
of the Park Service was detailed to prepare the proclamation, 
together with a letter of transmittal to President Hoover, while 
Conrad Wirth wrote a letter to the Indian Service explaining 
"our contacts" and the effect this move might have with 
respect to the Ute Indian Treaty."22 Wirth also made a special 
study of the Indian lands problem and on February 10 provided 
Albright with a three and one-half page report which pointed 
out all the inherent difficulties.23 

Before the proclamation could be presented to the President, 
it had to have the approval of the Secretary of the Interior 
Ray Lyman Wilbur. Hence, on February 17, Albright discussed 
the matter with the Secretary, expressing his own opinion and 
informing him that Representative Taylor recommended the 
monument's establishment by proclamation "regardless of the 
possibility of imposing an obligation on the Government by so 
doing."24 Albright noted that whether or not the government 
would be obligated for $1.25 an acre was really a matter for 
Congress and the Federal courts to decide. 

The Secretary, after careful review and strongly influenced 
by the Indian lands situation, finally concluded, however, that 
he "did not see how he could recommend it to the President 
for establishment by proclamation."25 Reluctantly, Arno Cam­
merer (N. P. S.) on February 20, wrote Taylor that "it is 
apparent that the Secretary wishes to adhere to this decision, 
and there is nothing we can do to further this proposed monu­
ment at this time."26 

Representative Taylor, fortunately, remained undaunted. 
When Wirth visited him the following day, Taylor suggested 
that the Park Service go ahead and set aside the proposed 
monument area, despite the Secretary's disapproval, while he 
would introduce legislation into Congress, authorizing the 
monument's establishment and payment of $1.25 per acre to 
the Indians for the 17,019-acre tract, keeping the bill before 

2 1 Letter , ·wirth to Albrig ht, F ebrua r y 2, 1933 .- Ib i cl. 
22 L ett e r , vV irth to B roo k s, F e bruar y 6, 1933 .- Ibid. 
23 A lbright m t m o r a n d um: "Histor y of t h e Est ab li, hme nt o f the Black Canyo n 

of t h e G unnison Nat io n a l Monume n t," M a r ch l , 193 3. This r e presents a g ood 
sum m a r y of the his t o r y.- I bi<I. 

24 Ib id . 
2s L e tte r , Cammer e r to T aylo r , F ebruary 20, 1~ 33 .-Ibicl. 
2• Ibid . 
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Congress until it was passed.27 Taylor also discussed the matter 
with Commissioner Rhoads and Assistant Commissioner Scat­
tergood of the Indian Service, and they agreed not to oppose 
the proclamation. 

Then suddenly the Secretary of the Interior changed his 
mind and offered to transmit the proposal for the establishment 
of Black Canyon National Monument, and one extending the 
boundaries of Colorado National Monument, to the President 
as soon as the proposals were drawn up.28 This new develop­
ment caught Taylor by surprise. He had at long last decided 
to give up the immediate fight, planning instead to reintroduce 
the matter into the next session of Congress and before a new 
Secretary of the Interior. 

The Park Service immediately completed the two procla­
mations and took them to the Indian Service for approval. That 
agency, however, did not feel its endorsement necessary, inas­
much as the lands concerned were actually under the jurisdic­
tion of Congress. The Land Office reacted in the same manner, 
declining to initial the proclamations but not opposing them. 
This latter agency stated to the National Park Service that 
"the President had the right to sign such a proclamation al­
though by so doing he would obligate the Government to the 
payment of $1.25 per acre."29 

The Black Canyon National Monument proclamation and 
letter of transmittal were then delivered by Mr. Burlew to 
Secretary of the Interior Wilbur, who signed the letter on 
February 28, and sent the two documents on to the President. 30 

On March 2, President Hoover endorsed the following proc­
lamation setting aside the most spectacular portion of the 
Black Canyon as a new Colorado national monument, "the last 
executive order he will issue affecting that state."31 

Whereas it appears that the public interest would be pro­
moted by including the lands hereinafter described within a 
national monument for the preservation of the spectacular 
gorges and additional features of scenic, scientific and educa­
tional interest; 

Now, therefore, I, Herbert Hoover, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of power in me vested by Sec. 2 
of the act of Congress entitled "An Act For the preservation 
of American antiquities" approved June 8, 1906 [34 Stat. 225] , 
do proclaim and establish the Black Canyon of the Gunnison 
National Monument and that subject to all valid existing 
rights, the following described lands in Colorado, and same are 

21 Albright memorandum, op. cit. 
2s Ibid. 
29 I bid. 
"'Ibid: a lso, Letter, Lawrence Richey to Wilbur, ~larch 2, 1933. Nat. Arch. 

File 2051 (RG 79), B lack Canyon. 
"'Denver Post, March 3, 1933. 
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hereby included within the said national monument: 
[follows a detailing of the included lands] 

Warning is hereby expressly given to all unauthorized 
persons not to appropriate, injure, destroy, or remove any 
feature of this monument and not to locate or settle upon any 
of the land thereof. 

The Director of the National Park Service, under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Interior, shall have the super­
vision, management, and control of this monument as provided 
in the act of Congress entitled "An Act To establish a Nat10nal 
Park Service, and for other purposes", approved August 25 , 
1916 [39 Stat. 535], and acts additional thereto or amendatory 
thereof. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
caused the seal of the United States to be affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 2nd day of March, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thirty-three, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and fifty-seventh . 

Hoover's signature pen was sent to Representative Taylor 
who, in turn, presented it to the Montrose Chamber of Com­
merce through Mark Warner.32 

As soon as Taylor heard the good news, he hastened to tele­
graph Charles Adams in Montrose: 33 

After three days' conferences with secretary of the interior, 
director of national park service, commissioner of Indian af­
fairs, and commissioner of general land office, President 
Hoover today signed the proclamation creating Black Canyon 
National Monument and also an executive order making the 
addition I requested to the Colorado National Monument. 
Kindly advise Rev. Warner. 

32 The Je tter of trans mitta l, signed by Lawrence Richey, Secret3:ry to ~he 
President and dated March 2 r ead as fo llows: "I have the pleasure in sending 
you h erewith the pen u sed b); the President today in si~ning the proclamatio;! 
establis hing the B lack Can yo n of the Gunnison National Monument in Colorado. 
Taylor kept the o rig ina l Jetter of transmittal and sent Warner a copy.-Letter, 
Warner to B eidl eman, December 31, 1962. 

Reverend Warner called to my attention an interesting sidelight on Taylor, 
who worked so tirelessly for the establishment of the Monument. As a hobby 
Tay lor collected gavels, especially ones made of native materi,als fr?m proj':'cts 
he had supported in the \'\'est. \Vhen he called this hobby to V\ arner s attention, 
Warner took the matter up with Leslie SaYag·e, a banker of Cra~·ford, who, 
r epresenting the communities of the North Fork Valley, had worked "·i.th VI arner 
in promoting th e B lack Canyon ; anrl they decided to present Taylor with a gavel 
made from mater ial s collected \\"ithin the new Monument. 

On December 30, 1938, Savage sent out three men, vVes Ericlrnon , .C laren ce 
Drexal a n d J ohn Lynch, w ith a team a nd sled to search th e North Rim .for a 
wood sample s uitab le for the head. They spent all clay in the se3:rch, finally 
r e turning late evening w ith two specimens of juniper and one of pinon. Mean­
while, on January 5, ReYerend \\'arner and D. B. \Yalker went up .to the South 
Rim, covering the last few mi les by ski, to collect samples of mountain mahogany, 
ser viceberry a nd Gambers oak and some pieces of granite. \Yes Enckson !Jf 
Paonia actu'ally made the gavel, using a juniper head, a handle of mountain 
mahogany and some polished stones and chunks of pinl< and gra~· granite orna­
m enting the head and encl of the handle. The George J. De\"inny jewelry st~re 
of Montrose added inscribed s il ve r bands, not made of Blacl< Canyon material 
but n everthe less r ep resentative of Colorado. 

When finally completed, this ornate gan•l was sent to Senator Eel Johnson 
who presented it to T ay lor on behalf of the :llontrose Chamber of Commerce ":ncl 
the Consolidated Chamber of Commerce of ti><' :\'orth Fork \"alley at a ,meeting 
of the Colorado State Society of \\"ashingt .. n on :llareh 17, 1939, at the \\ ardman 
Park Hotel. 

33 This telegram was cited in the ]Jrintrosr IJaily Press of :\larch 2, 1933. 

BLACK CANYON NATIONAL MONUMENT 177 

After reading the telegram, Adams immediately phoned 
Warner, asking him to come to the Daily Press office.34 Warner, 
of course, was delighted by the news. The two men stepped out 
of the office into the street, where they shared the good 
fortune with a growing crowd of businessmen who were con­
gregating to see what all the excitement was about. During 
the exchange, Reverend Warner pointed out a dome-shaped 
hill in the distance, rising above the canyon's south rim, and 
noted that it was his favorite vantage point in the newly 
created monument. When Warner "had finished lauding the 
merits of that particular bump on the canyon rim, Mr. Adams 
with a big grin clapped his hands together and said, 'By jolly, 
we'll call that hill Warner Point.'" 

Within a month the Montrose Chamber of Commerce, in­
debted to Warner for his active role in promoting the estab­
lishment of the monument, recommended to Director Albright 
that if a custodian were to be appointed for the new monument 
it be Mark Warner.35 The Park Service replied that at the 
moment no custodial services, either part-time or full-time, 
were anticipated. 

Warner and his colleagues, however, were not to be for­
gotten by the local citizens. On Friday evening, January 26, 
1934, the Montrose Chamber of Commerce held its annual meet­
ing and banquet.36 Towards the end of the evening's program, 
President Hauser casually called upon Attorney Paul Littler 
to say a few words about the creation of Black Canyon National 
Monument as "one of the big things of the community the past 
year." Littler sketched the history of the establishment, includ­
ing the diligent endeavors of Lytle, Wilcox, and Warner. Then 
he asked these three men, much to their surprise, to come 
forward, and presented each with "one of those Walker Art 
Studio's beautifully enlarged photographs of the Black Canyon, 
hand colored and beautifully framed, 22 x 27 inches." On the 
back was a list of the 72 business firms and individuals who 
had cooperated in financing the purchase of the pictures. 

Warner, "being the more accustomed to speech-making be­
fore the large audiences conveyed to the meeting the sincere 
thanks and appreciation of the three, saying that it had been 
a pleasure to have performed any service on behalf of the 

34 Letter, V\'arner to Beid leman, December 31, 1962. The following account 
was related by Warner. 

"'Letter, X. M. Fleming, Secretary, Montrose Chamber of Commer ce to 
Albright, April 5, 1933. Nat. Arch. F il e 2051 (RG 79), Black Canyon. ' 

36 The account of this a nnua l meeting a nd ban quet was published in the 
JJiontrose D<tily Press about January 25, 1934. A copy of the article is in Nat. 
A r ch. File 2051(RG79), B lack Can yon. 
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monument that had been done.37 The other two endeavored 
to stammer their appreciation but were well nigh speechless 
from the surprise."38 

So it was that three decades ago this spring Colorado's 
Black Canyon of the Gunnison National Monument came into 
being. Since then the many physical improvements, especially 
the new, paved south rim road, and the spreading fame of the 
monument have encouraged increasing numbers of tourists and 
local sightseers to visit this recreational area. In accordance 
with National Park Service policy, no bridge has ever been 
built to span the gorge; nor has any superhighway or main­
tained trail penetrated its depths. As a consequence, Black 
Canyon remains today as one of the great wilderness chasms 
of the world. 

37 Ibid. 
38 Inc identally, after the monument had been created, \Varner, together with 

J. E. McDaniel and Russe ll E. I-Jauser, \Yere designated by the Montrose Chamber 
of Commerce as the "Black Canyon Committee of the Chamber of Commerce" ; 
and this committee "\\·orkecl together directing a nd promoting eYery interest 
pertaining to the later development of the monument'' up to 1940, when \\'arner 
left for military service. After the war he r esumed his position on this committee 
until moving to Denver six years ago. 

"The NatTiH\' S'' W fl n-cr Art Studio 




