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tains, exquisite during the flower of spring, cool in the green
summer, colorful in the red autumn. The stretches of wood-
land, the clustered mountains, and the views out to the lowlands
are enlivened by the fields and pastures of highland farms,
where split-rail fences, weathered cabins, and gray barns compose
the “hill culture.”

Not all is completed of this scenic parkway, the first of its kind
to be developed by the Nation; but long portions are already
paved and are enjoyed by thousands each year.

Among the national parks in the East are Shenandoah, in
northern Virginia, and Great Smoky Mountains, in North
Carolina and Tennessee. One of the purposes of the parkway
is to connect these wilderness areas over a mountainous distance
of nearly 500 miles. The parkway, about two-thirds completed,
leads through an “elongated park” which protects a roadside of
varied highland character. The roadway slopes are naturalis-
tically planted in many places with rhododendron, azalea, white
pine, and other native species. Parking overlooks to the side are
convenient balconies. Along the parkway, at intervals, are
recreation areas with picnic grounds, campgrounds, trailer sites,
and hiking trails which lead to exhibits of unspoiled nature and
to spots of native folklore.

The physiography of the Southern Highlands has directly
shaped the history of its inhabitants, dictating where the Indian
should live, and turning the tides of white immigration between
its hills. The firstcomers settled in the valleys and became pros-
perous. Those arriving later took up progressively more isolated
homesteads. They cut the trees and allowed the rich topsoil to
run away and erosion to get a start. Thus was set in motion a
process which made the land less fertile and the settlers ever
poorer.

Blue Ridge Parkway “tells” the story of these fiercely inde-
pendent people, a story still being written on the face of this land
where crops hang on the hillside, split-rail fences zigzag the
pasture boundary, and smoke comes from the chimney of a log
cabin perched high on steep cut-over land. They brought their
ballads with them and passed them from parent to child by word
of mouth. Their instruments are the fiddle, the banjo, and the
guitar which are used to accompany not only the songs but the
folk dances. The crossroad country stores, which often include
the post office, are the hub of community life during the week,
while the rural churches become the center on Sunday. The
recent consolidation of the public school system has all but
eliminated the storied one-room school, but several are still in
use along the parkway.

Seasons

The travel season on the parkway is from April 15 to October
31; the recreation areas open May 1.

spriNG. The Blue Ridge in spring is truly a botanical garden
of Nature’s own planting against the evergreens and hardwoods
of the heavily forested mountains.

Spring arrives late. By mid-May the leaves are out below
2,000 feet, unfolding at 3,000, and in bud at 4,000. The range
in elevation lengthens the flowering period, and flowers fading
at 2,000 feet will still be in bud at 4,000 feet. Shadblow, a lacy
white, and dogwood are first to appear early in May. They are
soon joined by the pink azalea. Shortly after mid-May the flame
azalea lights up the forest; then for 3 weeks to a mid-June peak
the purple rhododendron and mountain-laurel bloom.

suMMER. Last of the major blooms is the white rhododendron
in late June and early July. Wildflowers color the woods and
fields. Conspicuous in July are shrubby St. Johnswort (a bright
yellow), flowering raspberry, and the orange butterflyweed.
Giant-hyssop, ironweed, clematis, and Joe-Pye-weed give bright-
ness to August. Ripened rows of corn, buckwheat, cabbage,
potatoes, and beans complement the scene.

The mountain summer is cool at night, warm in the sunny

high noon.

AUTUMN. Goldenrod and asters trim the meadows. Autumn

Service Recreation Area emblem.
Note. Water in picnic and camping areas is shut off with
first freeze, generally mid-October.

HIKING. Trail systems have been developed in the recreation
areas.

pHOTOGRAPHY. Here is a challenge for the amateur and an
opportunity for the professional to capture the many and varied
moods of the Blue Ridge. Don’t forget your color camera.

FIsHING. Rainbow and brook trout haunt many streams along
the parkway. State licenses are required and State laws prevail,
except that live and dead minnow, chub, or other bait fish may
not be used.

HORSEBACK RIDING. There are more than 20 miles of horse
and carriage trails in Moses H. Cone Memorial Park. Horses
and carriages may be hired in nearby Blowing Rock.

GOLFING, SWIMMING, TENNIs. Facilities for these types of sports
are not available along the Blue Ridge Parkway, but can be
found in the nearby mountain resorts.

HUMPBACK ROCKs VIsITOR CENTER (Mile 5.8) features the
pioneer mountain farm. A nearby self-guiding trail leads
through the reconstruction of such a farm,

PEAKS OF OTTER VISITOR CENTER (Mile 86) features wildlife
exhibits.

MABRY MILL (Mile 176) features the “machinery” of mountain
industry. In operation are a water-powered mill and a black-
smith shop.

MUSEUM OF NORTH CAROLINA MINERALs (Mile 331) features
the great variety of minerals found in North Carolina. A study
collection is available for use by mineralogists.

CRAGGY GARDENS VIsITOR CENTER (Mile 364.6) emphasizes
natural history and exhibits models of native flowering shrubs.

SELF-GUIDING TRAILS. Features along the self-guiding
trails are explained by labels, or by numbered stakes and guide
booklet. The trails are on easy grade and require 30 minutes
or so to walk.

MOUNTAIN FARM TRAIL (Mile 5.8) leads through the reconstruc-
tion of a typical pioneer mountain farm.

GREENSTONE TRAIL (Mile 8.8) reveals effects of environment
on plants.

Center of the parkway’s dogwood bloom in early May.

RrOCKY KNoB (4,000 acres). The view from Rocky Knob, high-
land pastures, and Rock Castle Creek and Gorge make this an
attractive area. White rhododendron blooms in early July.

cuMBERLAND KNoB (1,000 acres). Abundant here is the
galax—glory ground cover of the Southern Appalachians. Its
leaf is processed and widely used in floral decorations.

poucHTON PARK (6,000 acres). High rolling bluegrass pas-
tures terminate in precipitous bluffs. Magnificent bloom of
purple rhododendron in early June.

MOSES H. CONE MEMORIAL PARK (3,600 acres). This was the
summer estate of Moses H. Cone, of Greensboro, N. C., the
“Blue Denim King.” Twenty miles of horse and carriage trails.
Handicrafts demonstrated at Parkway Craft Center.

JULIAN PRICE MEMORIAL PARK (4,000 acres). Undeveloped.
Fine trout streams.

LinviLLE FALLs (500 acres). Linville River twists and plunges
150 feet, 90 in sheer cascade, to form the falls, an outstanding
scenic attraction donated by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Linville

tions write: Bluffs Lodge, National Park Concessions, Inc.,
P. O. Laurel Springs, N. C.

ROCKY-KNOB cABINs (Mile 174). Overnight and housekeeping
accommodations. For reservations write: Rocky Knob Cabins,
National Park Concessions, Inc., Meadows of Dan, Va. Season:
May 29 to Labor Day.

FOOD SERVICE. Peaks of Otter (Mile 86). Sandwich shop
in bus station.

MABRY MILL (Mile 176). Lunch and craft shop.

cuMBERLAND KNoB (Mile 217). Sandwiches, drinks. Season:
May 29 to Labor Day.

poUGHTON PARK (Mile 241). Bluffs Coffee Shop.

craBTREE MEADOWS (Mile 339). Sandwiches, drinks.
SERVICE STATIONS. Peaks of Otter (Mile 86).

rRockY kKNoB (Mile 169).

DOUGHTON PARK (Mile 241).

CRABTREE MEADows (Mile 339).

BUS SERVICE. Peaks of Otter (Mile 86). From bus station
up Sharp Top.
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This is your parkway. We ask you to assist us in protecting
it by:

Leaving the wildflowers for others to enjoy—it is unlawful
to pick them.

Driving carefully. Maximum speed is 45 m. p. h. Report
accidents to a park ranger. No commercial vehicles allowed.

Using receptacles at all parking and picnic areas for trash.
Please do not throw trash from your car.

Using the fireplaces in camping and picnic areas since FIRE
is the arch enemy of the parkway. Burning matches and
tobacco start fires too, so dispose of them safely.

Protecting all wildlife, since the parkway is a sanctuary.

Mission 66

Mission 66 is a program designed to be completed by 1966
which will assure the maximum protection of the scenic, sci-
entific, wilderness, and historic resources of the National Park
System in such ways and by such means as will make them
available for the use and enjoyment of present and future
generations.
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i Entrance Station
A USF.S Recreation Area
T Airport
Population of Cities & Towns
O Under 1,000 @ 5,000-10,000
©1,000-5000 ¥ over 10,000

Paved
Crushed Stone
Proposed
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Points of special interest

GATLINBUR

MILE HIGH OVERLOOK, ON THE
PARKWAY 4 MILES FROM SO0CO
GAP, AFFORDS SPECTACULAR
VIEWS OF THE GREAT SMOKIES.
. ‘PICNIC AREAS AND CAMPGROUNDS

- | .AT HEINTOOGA RIDGE, © MILES

- FARTHER,IN GREAT SMOKY MOUNTAINS
. -.NATIONAL PARK. PARK HEAD-

- QUARTERS, GATLINBURG , TENN.

MOUNTAlNS ‘

Craggy Pinnacle { Mile 365)

Between Buck Creek Gap and Asheville, the mountains reach
their greatest height in the Black Mountain Range at Mount
Mitchell. The parkway leaves the Blue Ridge at Black Moun-
tain Gap and drops down toward Asheville.

Milepost Special Features

355.4 Black Mountain Gap. N. C. 128 to Mount Mitchell State Park.
Between 355 and 370, the parkway is in and out of Asheville Water-
shed. Regulations prohibit stopping or contaminating the watershed.
Stand of virgin red spruce (Mile 355 to 360).

363.4 Craggy Gardens. Craggy Dome Overlook; trail to Craggy

Museum of North Carolina Minerals (Mile 331)

Grandfather Mountain (El. 5,939) is one of the oldest in the
world. The parkway winds in and out of Pisgah National
Forest between Grandfather and the Great Smokies.

Milepost Special Features

305.1 Beacon Heights Parking Area. 10-minute trail to ‘“Heights.”

308.3 Flat Rock. Self-guiding trail to superb view.

317:5 Linville Falls. Reached via U. S. 221 and N. C. 105—1.6
miles.  Self-guiding trails to pedestrian overlooks of falls

and gorge; comfort station.

Moses H. Cone Memorial Park

The parkway traverses western North Carolina’s resort area.
Near Blowing Rock are the Moses H. Cone and Julian Price
properties which have been donated as memorial parks in Blue
Ridge Parkway.
Milepost Special Features

264.4 The Lump Parking Overlook. Sweeping view of forested foothills.
272  Cascades Parking Overlook. Comfort station.
to cascades tumbling several hundred feet.

Self-guiding trail

Highland pastures, Doughton Park

The State line marks the transition between the open rolling
plateau region in Virginia and the more sharply defined, higher,
and sparsely settled mountain country of North Carolina, where
sweeping views, framed by finger ridges, reach toward the
Piedmont.

Milepost Special Features
2175 @ Cumberland Knob.

sandwich shop.
218.6 Fox Hunters Paradise.

Picnic area; trails; comfort stations;

10-minute trail to Paradise where old-time

Mabry Mill { Mile 176.1)

Dead chestnut trees, still standing like ghosts, give mute
evidence to the fate of a once magnificent and valuable forest.
Until killed by the blight, the use of its bark, fruit, and wood
served as an important basis of the mountain economy. The
split-rail fences and mountain-home groups illustrate its wide
domestic use.

Milepost Special Features

166 Rocky Knob. Self-guiding trail from Saddle Parking Over-
to look (Mile 168). Gas station; picnic, camping, and trailer

174  areas; comfort stations; trails (Mile 169). Rocky Knob housekeep-

ing cabins (Mile 174).

Chestnut rail fences { Mile 149)

Parkway headquarters are in Roanoke, southwest Virginia’s
largest city. The 140-mile section south from Adney Gap is the
oldest and most complete portion of the parkway. It generally
follows the crest of the Blue Ridge and traverses a region pre-
dominantly rural. The Blue Ridge here is a high rolling plateau
which breaks in a sharp escarpment toward the east and lower
Piedmont.

Milepost Special Features

Purgatory Mountain Parking Widening (Mile 92.2)

From its lowest point at the James River, the parkway climbs
3,300 feet in 13 miles to its highest point in Virginia at Apple
Orchard Mountain (El. 3,950), Milepost 76.6. This section,
the most rugged and scenic in Virginia, traverses Jefferson
National Forest.

Milepost Special Features
71 Petit Gap. United States Forest Service road to Cave Mountain
Lake (7 miles).

Thunder Ridge Parking Area.
Arnolds Valley.

Swimming, picnicking, camping.

74.7

1-minute walk to superb view of

20-Minute Cliff Overlook { Mile 19}

North of the James River, the parkway winds through large
sections of George Washington National Forest. There are
distant views to the fertile “bread basket of the Confederacy” in
the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. This scenic route is very
spectacular where it crosses the high cliff sections of Humpback
Mountain.

Milepost Special Features

10.7 Ravens Roost Parking Overlook. Torry Mountain and Shenandoah
Valley to the west.
16 Va. 814 to Sherando Lake (4.5 miles), a United States Forest Service

Rockfish Gap { Mile 0}

Skyline Drive, which traverses the crest of the Blue Ridge
Mountains in Shenandoah National Park, connects with the Blue
Ridge Parkway at Rockfish Gap. Mileposts are located along
the parkway for each mile.

Milepost Special Features
5 Humpback Rocks. Visitor Center and exhibits, comfort sta-
i tion; reconstructed mountain-homestead (Mile 5.8). Picnic

9.3 area, comfort station (Mile 8.4). Self-guiding trail through woods

to Pinnacle (Mile 364.1). Pinnacle Gap Overlook, Visitor 320.7 Chestoa. View from vertical cliff of Humpback Mountain 292.7 Moses 4 S : 2 h li d to their hound sads stone . : 4 :
> A e L A oses H. Cone Memorial Park. Horse and carriage trails: unters listened to their hounds. h . ) y . i - p G ; ) o . i : ] N o 2 leads from Greenstone Overlook (Mile 8.8); stone fences are rem-
369.6 Center and exhibits, comfort station, self-guiding trail, heart of 331 Museum of North Carolina Minerals. to fishing. Parkway Craft Center and museum ! ) 238.5 Doughton Park. Camping area (Mile 239.3). Trailer area 176.1 Mabry Mill.  Grist mill in operation. Pioncer “industrial” exhibits Bkt i D hame ARG iniotie it it it ol O 84 @ Rlis o Pisr, y Yistteg Ceufoxmnd eubiisien; nsisheliag; o tenation s Switeming, viavking, cunplag. nants of “hogwalls” built in early 1800’s t )c ntrol wanderi f
)\ . s i ) ) . . ; : ke o . ) o ) ) ) i (T Pt wogs e . T : “ . Ty iR s rwalls : 00’s to control wanderings o
= ///, , purple rhododendron “gardens,” peak bloom mid-June (Mile 364.6). 339.5 Crabtree Meadows. Picnic, camping, and trailer areas; com- 294.7 to @ (Mile 239.4). Coffee shop, gas station, picnic area, Bluffs along self-guiding trail. Lunch and craft shop. 154.5 Smart View. Picnic area; trails; comfort stations. Picturesque 87t0 mrjs to Sharp Top; SJNLlwltheh ':md drinks; picnic, camping, 19 2_0 minute Cliff Overlook. Note “hanging” fields on the mo Sl e theot Eoengnd- B0 kit audl s
z ké”me"::; ol Road to picnic area, comfort station, trails (Mile 367.6). fort station; gas station. Trail to 60-foot Crabtree Falls. @ Julian Price Memorial Park. Undeveloped. 244.7 Lodge, Wildcat Rocks (Mile 241.1). 188.8 Groundhog Mountain Overlook. Examples of chestnut rail fences. trail cabin. and trailer areas; comfort station (Mile 86). sides.
-4
= 0/3
< a, Lake Junaluska
2 £ — TO LIFTON FORGE
2 I\'WAYNESVILLE ’ 70 NewporT J & e TO JOHNSON CITY Roan Min. Y7 - J % % o ~d . - p EAGLE ROCK c - i S
g (o)
BALSAM GAp,l I9A Souy, 12 L TENN. _ —~~—" | ELK PARK \JUL‘AN PRICE 16 GINN 94 52 - BLACKSBURG
il I LP a5 e, BURNSVILLE S~ AN 39 N
) T K SPEED 22 19 A NG MEeEMORIAL PARK CLAYTOR LAKE 14 220 43 = S o N
2 Old Bald ™ LIMIT 19 3 4 BANNER ELK c 25 L
A BETHED \LE W. JEFFERSON o 4, INDEPENDENGE STATE PARK e
e " s 0, S REANTON e\ NATIONAL FOREsT pos @ %o = TIANSBURG 4 LEXINGTON - ¢ ELKTON
B ' \\cvy ), 8 110 UENETS G A e A s e \ 17 194 iy = N 221 CHRIS B N " On 0 e R
D rians e ™ " Grandfather iy N\ * Kongfelld
Y \ 6‘ Mn, ol BOONE 16 g r Y . Lewis yy STEELES TAVERN )X 34
Richland o 100 A\l Purgatory Mtn a 9
RINEH 5 VAN 5 CRAGGY GARDENS . (® L 93 s ) 9 ~Moses H. CONE i - , : . e
H I ~ ASHEVILLE g _'ms e o <Y ¥ SPRUCE i Gl — MEMORIAL PARK y = R L, e * { s L
1/ Z % = SP! STATE FARK 2 § Cr PINE FINEQLA 2 BEACON IN . * CALAX & SALEM aWL R NATURAL BRIDGE */ ST i B
( g e 694 5y W \\\\"“‘ a ABTREE ) 19€ * [ e HEIGHTS 22! A GRANDVIEW 55 AUREL: SERINGS, s N \6\‘/4, o ' = ~- J : © BUENA VISTA TYE RIVER GAP ATIONAL -PARK -
\\ YTTHROAT GaR * "‘\\‘q;mw P ’7h-n\\\\“ oY e l\*l\* MeADOWS o © 8 » BLOWING P75 2205 & 5o A T3 (18 < HILLSVILLE /2 = 100 J EFFERSON o'\ o 130)GLASGOW, g *\ o % A S 64) Hsion Ao :
CULTHROAT' GA & ¥ ) ) ROCK 2\ DEEP GAP 3, ! S 4 20-MINUTE :
400 £ : ?\° S\ s? ¥, SPEED comeagliCT\ N, | OVE A
—s—a A BILTMORE ;‘ % L Q o 18 T M Ar Cave CLIFF % ROCKFISH GAP
Dk, AP % o - 71 AN e 7,Q °  susick WITZERL AN - 7 LINVILLE . 9 HORSE GAP e R e, 89 52 LimIT ol ROANOKE < 9 /O/VA] Ml Lake g xy o 814
Qe & S s S 4 = XEWBLACK MTN. GAP 4 N AR cA ~ N o7 221 U L rchar W il AFTON
N R 25 JH 4, 3 s A FALLS 0 N ____,_h\ ae e Apple Orchard 3
< it 2 € N\ e’ % 2 350 BUGK CREEK Tompkins Knob ~ CASCADES 58 3 ————= 19 2 T Mt THUNDER ,RIDGE 9 Bluff M4
Iy § N | ¥4 DN * GAP 0 o SPorter  SUNSE e > S
[\ Tennessee 7", Lookingglas! E 19 )\\\.J\ A 70 o ST 22 * /7 2 @ ADNEY GAP L e 3 p 1 FIELD 0 B 2 of i S p 250!
Bald Min. g A S STt 26) 330 * DOUGHTON SN 7 1 =\ PEAKS ) Jonela SuinEfL F SR
i BLACK MTNNQ o b i 0@?’ FOX % 20 PIPERS GAP FLOY N S Cahas knol Stewart Knob 0. 5 EAKS €0 «° R
A W, TS gt 12 P, * HUNTER R\ * 200k FANGY GAP \\\mu Buffalo Mtn. 01D <N s i 7 & 0% OCKS 20
e S Zn S 80 Hawksbill 32 ARK PARADISE N> T F OTTER . "2 S il g
2760 A 00r€ Qe Lake - § q\\%,,/‘”:msn' <o P& Brown Mitn. 42i{ renpEzvous  (j6 uy, 2 1 a DEVILS BACKBONE i Sy PARK NATY = SPEED
i o s QN KA A ;
P “\% - en O(,.?f : “S G AH pr‘ S A CUMBERLAND KNOB > “Fisher s Peak el Wt Rocky * o RAKES 860) 150 PINE SPUR 46 - 4 ¢ BIG ISLAND 5 GEORGE WASHINGTON A LIMIT
oo - Z N s F ) N \ =
289 78] SO g e s \¢ Y PV W "> Stone Mt ROARING GAP .4 190 CABIN N2/ KNOB e Sy 122 « . 45
GOUTHERN _~2~ \p\\\v' OLD FORT A 105 » Table Rock Mtn. - 24 M 2 A %5 B%?Nfs @ S
5 0 o i s L
© " W\ <\ Lake 3 Y 52 oy SMART VIEW S 158
P 64 \80% 2 Wames ( S % GROUND- 180 * MABRY MILL 24 =
ROSMAN st T e, N * 3 \ SPEED 8922 N, HOG MTN. = 22 o 29 29
S MARION™Q ANV rogid MEADOWS g N6 s
oy 3
64 \)'E/L/k 45 ¢ oF pan 8 40 BOOKER T WASHINGTON w2 130 - SOUTHgRy RY
276 \/ 3 o L
gl - BAT CAVE 22 L g ENOIR N.WILKESBORO YO e, Ny % . NATIONAL MONUMENT - CHARLOTTESVILLE
a4 i 2P\
FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL 5000} HENDERSONVILLE @ 6 8 8 =) 21 s - ””"NAC'-ES £, FAIRY STONE e 469 LYNCHBURG AMHERST ¢
Zggo CHINNE i T ROCKY MOUNT CHIMNEYS * 3000 FEET ABOVE SEA LEVEL
e osTs e , e _ 00 0 20
380 O _PARKWAY 270 _PROFILE 2 i70g STUART 160 150 0 PARKWAY __ 130 _PROFILE 50 40 TO_RICHMOND _30 20 i 0___wie_posTs _ummmmmmt—
r MARCH 1958
8 9 10



