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Forest Service recreation areas, State parks, and
mountain resorts. The lakes and ponds along the
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Blue Ridge Parkway extends 469 miles through
the southern Appalachians, past vistas of quiet
natural beauty and rural landscapes lightly shaped
by the activities of man. Designed especially for
motor recreation, the parkway provides quiet, lei-
surely travel, free from the commercial development
and congestion of high-speed highways. No ordinary
road, it follows mountain crests to link Shenandoah
National Park in northern Virginia and Great Smoky
Mountains National Park in North Carolina and
Tennessee.

You travel the Southern Highlands, a land of
forested mountains, exquisite during the flowering
spring, cool in the green summer, colorful in the
red autumn. Views are enlivened by highland farms,
whose split-rail fences, weathered cabins, and gray
barns compose the “hill culture.”

Rhododendron, azalea, white pine, and other

PURGATORY MOUNTAIN, MILE 92.2

written on the face of this land where crops and
cabins hang on the hillsides. The mountain people
sang their ballads and passed them from parent to
child by word of mouth. Their musical instruments
were the fiddle, banjo, and guitar, which are still
used to accompany songs and folk dances. The
crossroad country store is the hub of community life
during the week, while the rural church becomes the
center on Sunday.

Improved roads, electricity, radios, and television
have changed the way of life in the mountains,

SUMMIT OF SHARP TOP, PEAKS OF OTTER

talks, museum and roadside exhibits, and other
forms of interpreting the parkway comprise the
naturalist program. The full program is in opera-
tion June through Labor Day.

A visit in winter can be delightful, but snow or
ice may cause temporary closure of the parkway.
The entire road may be closed for longer periods
during January and February. High sections west of
Asheville and between Miles 355 and 375 are closed
at the first icing over and remain closed until April
15:

LOOKING GLASS ROCK, MILE 417

Autumn brings color in late September when dog-
wood, sourwood and blackgum turn deep red. But
most of the forest remains green until early October.
Then, bright patches grow each day as color
advances to a mid-month peak.

Early in October, birch, buckeye, poplar, and
beech become masses of yellow. Leaves of the
tuliptree are blends of brown and yellow; sassafras
turns a vivid orange. The bright red berries of
mountain ash are conspicuous. No tree adds more
brilliance than red maple, “Color King of the

THE FENCES, GROUNDHOG MOUNTAIN, MILE 188.8

Visitor-use areas are marked by this
emblem. In them may be located picnic
areas and campgrounds, visitor cen-
ters, exhibits, trails, food, gas, lodging,
and comfort stations. See map narra-
tive for facilities in a particular place.

Restaurants, gas stations, and lodging are available
along the parkway May 1 through October. Advance
reservations for lodging are desirable.

HIGHLAND MEADOWS, DOUGHTON PARK

Rocky Knob and Mount Pisgah campgrounds. Each
campsite has a table and fireplace.

Limited camping supplies are available at most
parkway gas stations. Fees are collected for the use
of campsites and camping is limited to 14 days in
summer. Campsites may not be reserved.

Picnic grounds with parking spaces, tables, fireplace,
drinking water, trash cans, and comfort stations are
provided in most of the visitor-use areas.

LE HIGH _
Y wSinThin

caea
- THE W e e

S NATIONAL pang
[ 1
TENNSTATE. Ly o

MILE HIGH OVERLOOK , MILE 458.2

Fishing. Streams and lakes along the parkway are
primarily trout waters. State fishing licenses are
required, and State regulations apply

Six visitor centers are focal points of the naturalist
program. Each center features a different part of the
region’s natural or human history, and has detailed
information about that section of parkway and gen-
eral information about the entire parkway.
Visitor centers are open May through October—

parkway are for fishing and scenic beauty; they are
not suitable for swimming.

Boats without motor or sail are permitted on Price
Lake, but boats are not permitted on any other
parkway waters.

Help protect the parkway. This is your parkway.
Help us in protecting it. Leave shrubs and wild-
flowers for others to enjoy. Drive carefully. Speed
limit is 45 miles per hour. Report any accident to
a park ranger. Vehicles being used commercially
are not allowed on the parkway.

Please do not throw trash from your car. Use
the receptacles at parking and picnic areas.

Please, no swimming in parkway lakes and ponds.

Fire is the archenemy of the parkway. Use the
fireplaces in campgrounds and picnic areas. Dispose
of burning matches and tobacco safely.

Protect wildlife. Watch for animals as you drive
and—for your own safety as well as theirs—avoid
hitting them. Hunting is prohibited in this wildlife
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At the southern end of Blue Ridge Parkway lies
Great Smoky Mountains National Park, renowned
for its splendid forests and rich variety of plant-
life. You will also enjoy visiting the Cherokee
Indians on their reservation. They have preserved
many of the ceremonies, sports, and crafts

of their ancestors.

In these brief descriptions of special features,
mileposts are used as reference marks beginning
with Mile 0 on the north end, where the
parkway joins Skyline Drive in Shenandoah
National Park.

Mile Special Places to Stop

451.2 Waterrock Knob. Exhibits. Comfort station.
Loop trail to Knob and dramatic 360° view of

PARKWAY ON RICHLAND BALSAM, MILE 431.4
The parkway skirts pyramidal Mount Pisgah (el. 5,721) and
soars a mile high across the Balsams and Plott Balsams.
Range upon range, the mountains stretch to the horizon.

Mile Special Places to Stop

408.6 Mount Pisgah. Campground, picnic area, trails.
Inn, restaurant, gas. Mount Pisgah was part of
the 100,000-acre estate bought in the late
1800’s by George W. Vanderbilt. The first for-
estry school in America was established on the
estate. A large part of the woodland, the first
large tract of managed forest in this country,

TWIN TUNNELS, MILE 344.5
The mountains reach their greatest height at Mount Mit-
chell in the Black Mountains. The once magnificent dark
green forest of Fraser fir is dying, victim of the woolly aphid.
The trees give the Blacks their name.

Mile Special Places to Stop

320.7 Chestoa. Short walk to view from cliff of Hump-
back Mountain. Table Rock is conspicuous.

331 Museum of North Carolina Minerals.

339 Crabtree Meadows. Campgrounds, Crabtree
Falls, gas, restaurant (Mile 339.5). Picnic area

THE FOREST, LINVILLE FALLS, MILE 316.3

The parkway skirts the mountain resort area of Nortl
Carolina and skips in and out of Pisgah National Fores
from Grandfather Mountain (el. 5,939) to Great Smok)
Mountains.

Special Places to Stop
Daniel Boone’s Wilderness Road crosses here.

Moses H. Cone Memorial Park. 25 miles o

horse and carriage trails; two lakes. Parkwar
Craft Center (Mile 294).
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RHODODENDRON AT ALLIGATOR BACK, MILE 242.6
Entering North Carolina, you will find the mountain coun-
try higher and more sparsely settled. Rolling bluegrass pas-
tures terminate in precipitous bluffs. Rhododendron blooms
through Doughton Park in early June.
Mile Special Places to Stop
218.6 Fox Hunters Paradise. 10-minute trail to Para-
dise, where old-time hunters listened to the bay-
ing of their hounds in the valley below.

238.5 Doughton Park. Weaving demonstrated on old
to loom at Brinegar Cabin. Campground, picnic
244.7 area, hiking trails, fishing. Restaurant, gas, Bluffs

Lodge, Bluffs Ridge road and trail to shelter on

MABRY MILL, MILE 176.1
Blue Ridge Parkway passes through a region rich in the
folk history of the late 1700’s, when the Blue Ridge marked
the edge of the western frontier. Log cabins, farm buildings,
a church, and a gristmill are some the structures preserved
as evidences of the pioneer past.

Special Places to Stop
Mabry Mill. Visitor center; self-guiding trail
features old-time mountain industry; water-
powered mill and blacksmith shop in operation;
restaurant.

PARKWAY NEAR ROCKY KNOB, MILE 167

For 150 miles south of Roanoke, Va., the Blue Ridge is a
high rolling plateau which breaks sharply on the east.

Mile
120.4

Special Places to Stop

Roanoke Mountain. Campground 1.3 miles on
spur road to Mill Mountain, trails; Mill Moun-
tain, a Roanoke City Park, 3 miles. Roanoke
Mountain (Mile 120.3), one-way road around
mountain, 3.7 miles long, steep grades, no towed
vehicles, impressive views from summit.

Roanoke Valley. The city you see is Roanoke,
largest along the parkway.

PEAKS OF OTTER LODGE, MILE 85.6
After crossing the James River, the parkway ascends 3,286
feet in 13 miles to its highest elevation in Virginia, 3,950 feet.
Mile Special Places to Stop
Al Petit Gap. Road to Cave Mountain Lake (7
miles) in Jefferson National Forest. Swimming,
picnicking, camping.
74.7 Thunder Ridge. 8-minute trail to superb view of

Arnold Valley. The slopes are purple with
rhododendron in early June.

79.7 Onion Mountain. Short loop trail through
rhododendron and mountain-laurel. Fine bloom
in early June.

WHETSTONE RIDGE FROM PARKWAY, MILE 28
The parkway winds in and out of George Washington Na-
tional Forest from Mile 0 to James River. South of the
river to Roanoke, it is in Jefferson National Forest. It crosses
Otter Creek nine times between Mile 56.6 and James River,
and at Mile 63.2 drops to its lowest elevation, 649.4 feet.

Mile Special Places to Stop

16 Va. 814 to Sherando Lake (4.5 miles) in George
Washington National Forest. Swimming, pic-
nicking, camping.

29 Whetstone Ridge. Restaurant and gas.

THE MOUNTAIN FARM CABIN, MILE 5.8
At the northern end of Blue Ridge Parkway is Shenandoah
National Park, 75 miles long and from 2 to 13 miles wide.
Its most celebrated features are mountain slopes of lush
beauty and a succession of panoramas from Skyline Drive,
which is 105 miles long and connects with the parkway at
Rockfish Gap.

Mile Special Places to Stop

5 Humpback Rocks. Self-guiding trail through
te  reconstructed mountain farm homestead leads
9.3 from visitor center (Mile 5.8). Hiking trail from

parking area at Mile 6.1 leads three-quarters of

became the nucleus of Pisgah National Forest. (Mile 340.3).

342.2 The Black Mountains dominate the horizon.
) Mount Mitchell (el. 6,684) is highest in the East.
Heintooga Ridge spur road to Balsam Mountain; Devils Courthouse. Trail from parking area to 3554 N.C. 128 to Mount Mitchell State Park. Camp-

campground and picnic area (in Great Smoky the “courthouse,” a rock summit affording a i i)
Mountains National Park) 7.3 miles. Mile High 3602 view: across the mountains ofsNotth Cgm- grounds, trails, picnic area, lookout tower.

a mile to The Rocks, whose humped a&pleargr‘;c)e
gives the area its name. Picnic area (Mile
Greenstone self-guiding trail (Mile 8.8) offers
; k-hickor

Puckett from 1865 until her death in 1939 at Shading from yellow to deep red, flame azalea 18~: l;\e?léie;fp(l)zitrtlft:-rz.inilr‘rloaﬂggc’)nrﬁrslf:irt?/nits Ellx\gllt‘ls]esrr?é%f Otter Creek. Campground, restaurant, gas, (Mile ?gresltn tegfgtrllggfenw?el;( a:]gr(r)gril;ar?trsl o?ahog: wall);
the age of 102 years. A busy midwife, she is blooms mid-May throughout the plateau section. 87 exhibits at the visitor center (Mile 86) and 60.8). Otter Lake (Mile 63.1), fishing, trail. built in early 1800 to control wanderings of
credited with bringing more than a thousand Rocky Knob. Campgrounds (Mile 167). Nature self-guiding trail. Gas, road to campgrounds .6 Visitor center (Mile 63.6) tells of James River half-wild hogs.
babies into the world. None of her own 24 : : e elf-g g Gas, pg ; g . ik fottbridhe deale Tames

abies int ; trail from The Saddle (Mile 168). Picnic area, picnic area, bus station, hiking trails. an anawha Canal; fo dg 0SS : 3 B B R g, ek
children lived past infancy. trails, gas (Mile 169). Housekeeping cabins y River to restored canal lock; self-guiding trail avens Roost. y
Cumberland Knob. Picnic area, trails (Mile 174). < ’lliyventy-mmute walk to overlook above Roanoke from visitor center along banks of the James. Valley to the west.
: ; i iver gorge.

Yankee Horse. Reconstructed spur of logging
railroad. Delightful short walk through woods
alongside Wigwam Creek to Wigwam Falls.

Smart View. Picnic area, trails. The one-room : 2 .
Trail Cabin built in the 1890’s faces a “right 83.4 Fallingwater. Loop trail along Fallingwater

smart view.” Fine dogwood bloom early May. cascades, 1.5 miles.

Julian Price Memorial Park, 2-mile Green Knob Bluff Mountain, Wildcat Rocks (l\'/ﬁ]e Lk p
loop trail from Sims Pond. Lake and camp- 257 Cherry Hill. Restaurant, gas, native craft shop.

grounds (Mile 297.1). Picnic area (Mile 296.6). 258.6 Northwest Trading Post, a country store.

I;/llztmﬁgicrl( .an'lc"iralilintvq“s u;{c{:rtﬁ el Crpodiathy 260.6 Jumpin-Off Rocks. Short woodland trail to over-
verlook, 1.3 mil ; : : : i Bl look on sheer rock cliffs above a forested valley.
2 Slis;, Lesuitilizs, lina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Tennessee. 363.4 Craggy Gardens. Outstanding purple rhododen- Linville Falls, in a dramatic and rugged setting L S ¢ forested foothill

Exhibit tells of Big Witch, Cherokee eagle killer. to dron mid-June. Trail to Craggy Pinnacle (Mile was donated by John D. Rockefeller, Jr. Camp- 264.4 The Lump. Sweeping view of forested foothills.

3 ! Self-guiding trail through Canadian-type, spruce- 369.6 364.1). Visitor center, self-guiding trail (Mile : ‘ S _guidi i Cas-
Terminus of Blue Ridge Parkway. fir forests on Richland Balsam. 364.6). Road to picnic area, trails (Mile 367.6). ,garig,‘,’i"cdire;“f &ﬁg :? lv gTSI())f)kS oF £ fod i (i }czéde';: I{fgfi?;rf; R el

Southern Highlands. Superb panorama of

G dhog Mountain. Picnic grounds. Examples
Great Smoky Mountains. roundhog g

of rail fences—snake, post and rail, and buck.
Puckett Cabin. Home of Mrs. Orlean Hawks

Looking Glass Rock, a large granite mountain.
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