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In October 1944 the Japanese High

Command announced the formation of

a special suicide unit of the air force

called kamikazes. Their mission was

to use airplanes as guided weapons to

destroy enemy naval aircraft carriers

and battleships. The idea of dying for

the Emperor was popular with the

Japanese as evidenced by the high

Kamikaze Attacks

April 12th and July 30th, 1945

USS CASSIN YOUNG
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turn out of volunteers. Believing the

fate of Japan rested upon their shoul

ders, kamikaze pilots welcomed the

chance to die fending off an invasion

of their homeland.

Operating In the Pacific, CASSIN

YOUNG provided Task Group 54's

first line of defense as a radar picket

ship. On AprilT2, f945, off the coast
of Okinawa, CASSIN YOUNG'S mast

was struck by one of seven kamikaze

planes. One sailor died and 59 were

wounded.

The following words are from interviews

with men who were on board the

CASSIN YOUNG during both attacks.

Charles Tripi,
Electricians Mate

"When the fleet went to Okinawa, they set up picket stations all the way around

the island. I think there were 16 different picket stations around Okinawa.

When we started out, I think we were In position 3, which was north between

Japan and Okinawa. We had three or four very calm days where things looked

like they were going to be a snap. Then, all of a sudden, came the kamikazes.

And it was four days of hell ...."

George T. Finnegan,
Navigator

"Everybody aboard the ship was scared silly, I mean from the captain down.

There was no joke. We fought it well, the ship fought it well, but there was no

question, everybody was scared. And I think because of that, of course, I think

that they did fight so well. ..."

Heath Haggerty,
Gunner's Mate

"So this plane, somebody had hit him and he had gone into a spin, a flat spin

like, and we switched to another plane ... all of a sudden this guy was right

there, just coming right at us off the starboard bow ... I was the gun captain, I
had the phones on and I figured, Weil I've gotta stay here ... and at the last

split second, I shut my eyes and tried to crawl into my helmet... I opened my

eyes, and nothing. I'm fine. What he did, he pulled up a little, and he took off

the top of the mast...."




