


This national monument, birthplace of
Booker T. Washington, is administered by
the U.S. Department of the Interior's National
Park Service. We suggest you stop first at
the visitor center, which contains exhibits

on Washington's life and an audiovisual
program interpreting his career and accom-
plishments. Then tour the Plantation Trail
and become acquainted with the environ-
ment that helped shape the character of this
world-renowned educator and American.
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Booker T. Washington National Monument is 16
miles northeast of Rocky Mount, Va., via Va. 122N,
and 20 miles southeast of Roanoke via Va. 116S
and 122N. It has a small picnic area and is open
every day except Christmas. Groups may contact
the superintendent in advance to arrange for
guided tours; his address is Rt. 1, Box 195,
Hardy, VA 24101.

As the Nation's principal conservation agency,
the Department has basic responsibilities to
protect and conserve our land and water, energy
and minerals, fish and wildlife, park and recreation
areas, and for the wise use of all those resources.
The Department also has a major responsibility for
American Indian reservation communities and for
people who live in Island Territories under U.S.
administration.

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior

Our Plantation Trail
After stopping at the visitor
center leave by the rear door and
follow the trail before you through a
small 19th-century tobacco farm—
the Burroughs Plantation, Booker T.
Washington's birthplace. Though called

a ''plantation,” it was far more typical

of the average small farm of this

region than the idealized Southern
plantation with white columned mansion,
thousands of acres, and hundreds of
slaves. Here, in fact, on this 207-acre
farm, slave owner and slave worked side
by side to raise tobacco and subsistence
crops. Life was harsh for all, but espe-
cially for the slaves—including Booker
and his family, who lived here until the
close of the Civil War when in 1865 they
were declared free and moved elsewhere.

The plantation is being restored as a
19th-century farm where you can see
buildings, tools, crops, animals, and at
times people in dress of that period.
None of the original buildings are stand-
ing today, but several have been recon-
structed. To help you visualize how the
farm may have looked, buildings have
been drawn on this illustration for two
sites where not even the foundations are
visible today. Stones have been placed
to mark their approximate location and
size. We hope that this guide and your
imagination will give you a glimpse of
life more than a century ago.

FOR YOUR SAFETY, do not feed or tease
the animals or enter the pastures and
pens. Please take with you only photo-
graphs and memories and leave only
your footprints.

Stones mark the site
of the BURROUGHS
HOUSE, or ‘“big house.” It was
a plain, five-room log house, typical

of this area, and was home for James

and Elizabeth Burroughs and 10 of their 14
children. Washington recalled coming
here as a child to sweep the yard.

Because Booker's mother was cook for
the plantation, the KITCHEN CABIN
doubled as home for Booker and his

mother, brother, and sister. He remem-

bered that it was a small log cabin, with-
out windows or a floor, except a dirt one.
“Our bed, or ‘pallet,’ as we called it, was
made every night on the dirt floor. Our
bed clothing consisted of a few rags
gathered here and there.” The original
cabin was probably chinked with clay.
(The interior of this cabin resembles that
of the structure that stood at the Birth-
place Site on down the trail. Research

since this reconstruction tells us that a

dining room cabin, with a wooden floor,

stood on this site.)

The GARDEN behind the cabin provided
a variety of food for the plantation and
required a lot of work by the women.
Besides the planting, weeding, and bug-
picking, they had to preserve most of the
harvest by pickling, drying, and, in later
years, canning.

Meat, canned goods, and dried foods
were stored in the SMOKEHOUSE. The
meat was ‘‘salted” for a few weeks in a

then hung up and smoked by fires built

The BIRTHPLACE SITE. Accord-
ing to the best evidence, Booker
was born in a cabin on this site—which
is marked by stones. Food was
prepared here and carried to the dining
room, where Washington recalled fan-
ning flies while the Burroughs ate.

The SPRING served as a water supply
and “refrigerator.” A springbox like this
one, with a hole in each end, lets water

flow through to keep milk and butter cool.
One of Booker's jobs was to carry water
to the men in the fields, to his mother in
the kitchen, and to the big house. Be-
cause this is such a pleasant spot, some
of the chores might have been performed
here. Wooden washtubs are close to the
water, and the soap-making pit is just
across the way in the shade.

Most minor repairs of farm tools and
small carpentry jobs were done in the
BLACKSMITH SHED. In the back and to
your right is the bellows, made of poplar
and sheepskin, which pushed air into the
forge and kept the fire hot. Metals were
heated, then hammered into the shape
desired on the anvil. Major repairs and
horseshoeing were done by the black-
smith at nearby Hales Ford.

TOBACCO BARNS were used to

cure the Burroughs' tobacco. This crop
required more time and attention than
any other because it had to be tended
constantly from seed bed to market. A
good hand could cultivate no more than
2 or 3 acres of tobacco at an average
yield of 660 pounds per acre. In 1861 the
Burroughs, with two adult male field
hands, produced 2,000 pounds of to-
bacco. Wagonloads of tobacco were
taken to factories in Hales Ford.

mixture of salt, pepper, and saltpeter and *

on the dirt floor."

ARKANSAS
RAZORBACK HOGS were
the major source of food for
slave and master alike. Al-
though the hogs were left free
to forage in the woods‘, one of
Booker's chores was to feed them
field corn before slaughter-time.
Because the Razorback hog is nearly
extinct, what you see now are look-
alikes—the European Wild Boar.

As you continue along the trail, you may
see horses, sheep, and cattle grazing in
the PASTURE to your right. On June 1,
1860, the Burroughs had ‘4 horses, 4
milch cows, 5 other cattle, 12 sheep, and
16 swine,”” none of which were distinct
breeds. A beef cow that turned out to be
a good milker became a “milch" cow,

- and horses were used interchangeably

for plowing, pulling a wagon, and riding.

Grains raised on the plantation were
stored in the CORN CRIB. Corn was kept
in the main section (450 bushels in 1860),
while large oak bins held the wheat and
oats in the front part of the building.
Booker took corn weekly to a mill

3 miles away for grinding into

meal. The mortar and pestle might have
been used to crack grains for feed. The
corn crib was far enough off the ground
to provide a cool hiding place for the
young slave child to rest from work or to
eat whatever scraps he may have foraged.

The workday usually began at the HORSE
BARN—getting hay for feed, hitching or
saddling up the horses, or gathering tools
and other equipment stored here.

In the CHICKEN HOUSE, you can see
those breeds the Burroughs raised: Buff
Orpingtons, Silver-Pencilled Wyandottes,
and Dominickers. Chicken was another
important food source on the farm, but
ducks weren’t eaten or sold—their down
and feathers were too valuable for pillows
and featherbeds. Guineas were great
watchdogs, as you can probably hear.

Continue along the remaining short sec-
tion of the trail (not shown) that takes

you past the Burroughs cemetery. The
graves of James Burroughs and his son
Billie, who was killed in the Civil War, are
in the cemetery. Five of the six Burroughs’
boys fought in the Civil War; two died
and two others were wounded. From here
back to the parking area, the trail follows
another portion of the original plantation
road.
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