
JackOLantern Branch Trail 
Booker T.Washington National Monument 

To the slave, the forest offered more 
than hunting, fishing, or food. 
The woods were a plare to meet, to 
rest , even to worship, away from the 
owner's gaze. 

Today, as in Hooker Washington's 
childhood, half of this farm is forest. 
A lVa-mile trail loops through the w o o d s -
much of it the original acreage 
of this farm. The trail follows part 
of the streambed of the Jaek-O-
Lantern Branch, a natural boundary 
with neighboring property. 

The walk is of medium difficulty, 
with a few short, steep sections. 
The trail brochure explains the signs 
of nature a t work, such as lightning 
strikes ami swelling si reams, as well 
as evidence of human activity in 
the forest, such as fences, clearings, 
and fields. 

Allow l.i minnil's li> eii.joi your stroll. 

A Safe Walk 
Please don't trample! Leave plants 
and animals as they are. 

• Forest citizens include snakes, 
poisonous plants, and insects that 
sting and bite. You are less likely 
to meet these residents if you 
stay on the trails. 

• Thunderstorms and lightning strikes 
are frequent. Trees attract lightning, 
and they topple. Don't wait out a storm 
under a tree—walk to a car or 
building. 

• Recently downed trees may still be 
on the trail. 


