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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Bryce Canyon Nat ional Park, conta in ing 56 
square miles, was established on September 1 5. 
1928, and is administered by the Nat ional Park 
Service, U.S. Depar tment of the Inter ior . 

Park rangers enforce regulat ions and can help 
and advise you. Consult them if you are in any 
d i f f icu l ty . 

Park naturalists are here to help you understand 
the park. They welcome your observat ions and 
inquir ies. The maintenance staff wi l l also help 
and answer your quest ions. 

A super intendent , whose address is Bryce Can
yon National Park, Bryce Canyon, Utah 84717, 
is in immediate charge. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE I N T E R I O R - t h e 
Nation's pr incipal natural resource agency —has 
a special obl igat ion to assure that our expend
able resources are conserved, that our renew
able resources aremanaged to produce opt imum 
benefi ts, and that all resources cont r ibu te their 
fu l l measure to the progress and prosper i ty of 
the United States, now and in the fu tu re . 

U. S. Department of the Interior 

National Park Service ' 

Before you and below you, as you stand on the 
rim of the Paunsaugunt Plateau, lies a city of 
stone: cathedrals, spires, and windowed walls, 
structures of countless shapes and sizes deli
cately tinted in shades of pink and red and orange 
and softened further by grays and whites and 
creams — all sculptured by the never-lagging 
forces of erosion. These are the Pink Cliffs of 
Bryce Canyon. 

HOW TO REACH THE PARK 

In scenic southwestern Utah, Bryce Canyon 
National Park is central ly si tuated in relat ion 
to other nearby units of the National Park Sys
tem: Zion National Park: Cedar Breaks. Capitol 
Reef, and Pipe Spr ing National Monuments : 
Glen Canyon Nat ional Recreat ion Area; and the 
Nor th Rim of Grand Canyon National Park. Your 
t r ip to Bryce Canyon may well include stops at 
some or all of the other areas. 

By automobile. The park is usually entered f rom 
U.S. 89. At Bryce Junc t ion , 7 miles south of 
Pangui tch, tu rn east on Utah 12. If you dr ive 
south f rom Salt Lake City on U.S. 89 , consider 
tu rn ing off at Sigurd for the 72-mile side t r ip 
on Utah 24 to Capitol Reef National Monument . 
A 3-mile side t r ip f rom Cedar City on Utah 14, 
wi l l take you to Cedar Breaks Nat ional Monu
ment. Travelers f rom the southwest of ten leave 
U.S. 91 near St. George and fo l low Utah 1 7 and 
15 th rough Zion Nat ional Park to U.S. 89. 
By train. The Union Pacific Railway connects 
at Lund w i th buses of the Utah Parks Co., wh ich 
operate f rom there to the park. 
By bus. Main buslines operate f rom Salt Lake 
City and Los Angeles to Cedar City, where park 
passengers can t ransfer to Utah Parks Co. buses. 
By air. Air service is available by Bonanza Air
lines f rom Phoenix to Cedar City, connect ing 
w i th Salt Lake City. Private planes may use 
Bryce Canyon A i rpor t , 4 miles nor th of the park. 

SEASONS 

From Apr i l t h rough October, days are warm 
and nights coo l . There are occasional summer 
thunders torms. It is cold on the plateau f rom 
November th rough March , a l though the days 
are of ten del ight fu l ly br ight and cr isp. 

The park road is open in w in ter to Sunset Point, 
Inspirat ion Point, Bryce Point, and Paria View. 
From these you can see the Wall of Windows, 
Silent City, and many other fo rmat ions under 
a mantle of snow. 

ALTITUDE 

You may not realize that you are on a plateau 
ranging f rom 8.000 to 9,000 feet in e levat ion, 
and you may not ice a lack of energy and short
ness of breath. You may also not ice that your 
automobi le lacks its usual power going uphi l l . 
These symptoms are normal , and are caused by 
insuff ic ient oxygen. 

To al low for th is def ic iency, take a more leisure
ly pace. Stop of ten to examine the th ings around 

you. Eat more slowly and, perhaps, a l i t t le less 
than usual. Do not bolt a hearty breakfast and 
go rushing down the Navajo Loop Trai l . Wai t 
an hour after eat ing, and you wi l l have a more 
comfor tab le t r ip . 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N S 

North Campground is just east of the v is i tor 
center; Sunset Campground, 1 mile south . Tent 
and trai ler faci l i t ies are available f rom Easter 
week to November 15. Campsites, w i th tables 
and f i replaces, are near water and rest rooms. 
Camping is l imited to 14 days in any calendar 
year. No reservat ions are made, so you wi l l do 
w e l l t o arr ive early in the day for a choice of sites. 

An inn, w i t h a cafeter ia, and a store are near the 
Nor th Campground. Cabins and food service 
are available f rom early May to early October. 
The store sells f i lm , souvenirs, and a modest 
s e l e c t i o n of g r o c e r i e s . Pub l i c s h o w e r s are 
available nearby. 

The lodge, near the r im of Bryce amphi theater , 
is open f rom about June 10 to Labor Day. It con
tains a lobby, dining room, recreat ion hall, g i f t 
shop, and soda founta in . Accommodat ions at 
the lodge are in cabins of t w o types: deluxe, 
built of logs and native stone, and w i th f i re
places; and s tandard, w i th or w i thou t bath , ac
commodat ing t w o famil ies in one 2-unit struc
ture . For cabin reservat ions, wr i te to the Utah 
Parks Co., Cedar City, Utah 84720. 

Service station and garage. A service station is 
open f rom May to September. Emergency garage 
and repair services are prov ided in summer. 

Transportation. Bus service f rom the rai lhead at 
Lund and all-expense tours to Bryce Canyon, as 
well as to Zion and Grand Canyon Nat ional Parks, 
Cedar Breaks National Monument , and Kaibab 
National Forest, are furn ished by the Utah Parks 
Co. on regular schedule f rom about June 1 5 to 
September 5 and by special arrangements at 
other t imes. Tours of the Rim Drive f rom Bryce 
Canyon Lodge to Rainbow Point are conducted 
in summer. 

Communications. Bryce Canyon Lodge main
tains a post of f ice; the summer address is Bryce 
C a n y o n N a t i o n a l Park , B r y c e C a n y o n , U tah 
84717. Telephone service is available. 

Medical service. There is no resident physician 
in the park, but a registered nurse is available 
at the lodge in summer. A modern hospital is at 
Pangui tch (26 miles). 

Church services. Protestant services, under the 
Christ ian Min is t ry fo r the National Parks, are 
held each Sun da y insummer ; Cathol ic and Latter-
day Saints services also are scheduled. 

HOW TO SEE THE PARK 

The visitor center should be your f i rs t stop. 
Af ter seeing the shor t or ienta t ion f i lm program 
and the exhibi ts depict ing the forces that shape 

the land, you wi l l be better able to make the 
most of your t ime in the park. You wi l l be pre
pared to look for evidences of the geologic pro
cesses and to understand them. 

Now you are ready to tour the park. Spaced 
along the 20-mile r im of the Paunsaugunt Pla
teau are 12 amphitheaters carved in Wasatch 
l imestone. Because each has its own display of 
cur ious and beaut i fu l fo rmat ions , you should 
see them all —from nor th to sou th : Fairyland 
View, Sunrise Point, Sunset Point, Inspirat ion 
Point, Bryce Point, Paria View, Farview Point, 
Bryce Natural Br idge, Agua Point, Ponderosa 
Canyon, Yovimpa Point, and Rainbow Point. 

Hiking the park trails. To enjoy the park trai ls, 
you should be equipped w i th walk ing shoes and 
a reasonable amount of energy. Some people 
str ike out on their own . but the guided walk 
on the Navajo LoopTrai l is a logical way to start . 

Af ter a brief or ientat ion talk by the park natura
list in charge of your g roup, you wi l l begin the 
gradual 521-foot descent into the canyon. This 
guided walk wi l l give you an invaluable preview 
of the park trai ls. 

While gather ing s t rength for the re turn t r ip , 
you wi l l sit in cool comfo r t on a t iered-log bench 
as the natural ist explains the geology of the 
area. You r e t u r n to Sunse t Point at your own 
pace. 

Now you are on your own , and you can embark 
on any number of adventures. One of these, the 
self-guiding t ra i l toQueen-sGarden, has a leaflet 
giving the geological and botanical high points 
of the walk, w i th paragraphs in the guide cor
responding to numbered points along the t ra i l . 
You wi l l come away w i th a deeper appreciat ion 
not only of how the Pink Cliffs came to be but 
of the gnarly l i t t le pines and other plants that 
manage to g row in this arid region. 

Riding the trails. The most ef for t less and prob
ably the most ef fect ive way to see the amphi
theaters and canyons is on horseback. Both 
morn ing and af ternoon t r ips start at t heco r ra l , 
just below the lodge. 

As the caravan sets f o r t h at a slow and steady 
pace and the canyon rim begins to drop away, 
the r iders ' conversat ion is hushed —as if the 
quiet beauty of the t ra i l should not be d is turbed. 

Sometimes the way leads over the tops of r idges, 
sometimes along the foo t of a cl i f f , and now and 
then th rough a short span of a cool and sha
dowed arch. A t t h e halfway point , almost around 
the corner f rom Peekaboo Canyon, is a rest 
area w h e r e ho rses and r i d e r s can s top f o r a 
cool dr ink. 

On the way again, r iders learn that the most 
spectacular scenery of all awaits them on the 
last half of the route. Stepl ike swi tchbacks, sud
den tunnels, and star t l ing panoramas mark the 
homeward t ra i l . 

BRYCE CANYON TRAILS 

PRESERVATION OF THE PARK 

Do not d is turb or carry away f lowers or any 
other vegetat ion, or rocks or any other natural 
fo rmat ions , or deface rocks and trees in any 
manner. 

The park is a sanctuary fo r all w i ld l i fe ; there
fo re , hunt ing or t rapp ing is not a l lowed. 
Be part icular ly carefu l whi le dr iv ing at dusk or 
after dark. Drive slowly to avoid s t r ik ing w i ld 
animals. 

PETS must be leashed at all t imes. They are not 
al lowed on trai ls or in publ ic bui ld ings. 
FIRES. Be carefu l w i th f i res. Be sure your camp-
f i re is ou t ! Be equally carefu l w i th c igaret tes; 
do not t h row them f rom automobi les or horse
back. Make sure they are completely out by 
shredding them between your f ingers. 
CAMPING is permi t ted only in the campgrounds . 
PICNICKING is permi t ted in the campgrounds 
and in establ ished picnic areas. 
TRAILS. Do not take shor tcuts or cut between 
swi tchbacks; you endanger yoursel f and others 
by doing so. Consult a park ranger before at
tempt ing longer t ra i ls . Wheeled devices are not 
a l lowed on trai ls. 

CAREFUL DRIVING. Park roads are bui l t f o r en
joyment of the scenery —not ashigh-speed tho r 
oughfares. Observe habits of cour teous driv
ing ; signal when pul l ing over to park your car; 
keep to the r igh t ; do not park on curves; pass 
o n l y w h e n t h e v i e w ahead is a m p l e and un
obs t ruc ted . 

Start ing Distance Time 
Name of trai l point (miles) (hours) Remarks 

Navajo Sunset IV, 1 y, views of Thor's Hammer 
Loop Point Templeof Osiris. Camel and 

Wise M a n . Wall Street 

•

Descends 521 feet. Fairly 

strenuous 
Queen's Sunrise 1 Vj IV? V iews of Q u e e n V i c t o r i a 
Garden Point (round Queen's Castle. Gulliver' 

P tnp) Castle. Oecends 320 feet 

Easiest trail below canyon 
rim Self-guiding leaflets. 

Navajo and Sunset 5 4-5 Peekaboo Loop Provide 
Peekaboo Point views of Bryce Temple 
Loops (com- Three Wise M e n . Wall o 
bined) Windows, Hindu Temple 

•
Strenuous. Picnic area 

water, restrooms. 
Tower Bryce Inn 3 3 Views of Chinese Walt 
Bridge or Store (round Tower Bridge Descends 

K trip) 750 Feet Fairly Strenuous 

and Fairyland 5Vj 4 5 Views of Fairyland, Towe 
Tower Bridge or Bryce Bridge. Strenuous, Carry 
Bryce Inn Inn water 
Rim Trail extends from Fairyland to Bryce Point (about 5Vi miles) and pro 
vides many interesting views into the eroded amphitheaters. Between 
Sunset Point and North Campground, this trail is nearly level 
Under the Rim Trail extends from Bryce Point to Rainbow Point (22 miles 
and Yovimpa Pass (28 miles) There are no dependable water ing places 
along this trail 

Connecting trails in many places allow you to join two or more of the 
above-listed trails. More information can be obtained from the trail map. 
from Crawford's Trail Guide (25 cents), and from the information desk in 
the visitor center. If your heart and lungs are not accustomed to vigorous 
exercise or to this elevation, IT WILL BE MORE F U N - A N D S A F E R - T O 
TAKE IT EASY 




