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I N T R O D U C T I O N A N D 
P R O B L E M S T A T E M E N T 

Buffalo National River was authorized by an act of Congress on 
March 1 , 1972 (P .L . 92-237, 86 Stat. 44). Following this 
authorization, a conceptual master plan was developed to implement 
the general and specific mandates of Congress, the cooperative 
agreements, and the administrative policies and management 
objectives of the National Park Service. This plan, entitled Master 
Plan, Buffalo National River, was approved on October 16, 1975. 

Three major visitor use areas are identified for future development 
in the Master Plan, each l inking Buffalo River to an existing major 
highway. Prui t t , situated in Newton County at the point where 
Arkansas 7 crosses the r iver , is one of these areas. As defined 
the Master Plan, the purpose for Pruitt is to establish a developed 
area where visitors can obtain interpretive and outdoor recreational 
information about the r iver . The Pruit t developed area will also 
provide dist r ic t management facilities for protecting and managing 
the upper one-third of the Buffalo National River. For the Pruitt 
area, the facilities suggested for consideration are a distr ict ranger 
stat ion, a visi tor contact station, parking lots, boat accesses, 
National Park Service housing, a maintenance facil i ty (completed), 
picnic areas, and a campfire circle. 

The Master Plan provides general guidelines for development and 
use "57 the park; however, it does not include detailed 
recommendations for the design and management of specific sites. 
Furthermore, when Buffalo National River was authorized in 1972, 
few acres within its boundaries were federally owned. The Pruitt 
area was entirely in private ownership. Most of the area is now 
publicly owned, permitting detailed site planning for the f i rs t time. 

This Development Concept Plan, Prui t t , Buffalo National River 
addresses the following specific concerns for the development and 
use of Prui t t : 

Congestion already exists at the present floater 
put- in / take-out area. Not only is the area congested, but 
visitors exceed the capacity of the land. Overuse has created 
environmental degradation of the area ( i . e . , reduced grass, 
groundcover, and bank erosion) and management problems. 

Substantial seasonal activities occur in the use of the Pruit t 
area, such as floater put - in / take-out , swimming, and 
picnicking in the spring and early summer. 

Periodic flooding occurs on the lower floodplains, limiting the 
types of facilities that can be developed close to the r iver . 
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