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Cadlifornia Kingsnake San Diego Gopher Snake
(Pituophis catenifer annectens)

(Lampropeltis californiae)

A snake that can reach up to
9' long, the gopher snake is
undoubtedly our largest
snake. Its diet consists of small
mammals, birds and their
eggs, lizards, and
invertebrates. Often this
snake will mimic a rattlesnake
as a defensive tactic, by its
similar coloration, and also by
shaking its tail, hissing, and

inflating its head.

This species is found
throughout much of the
southwest, and comesin a
variety of color and pattern
morphs including black or
brown and white and yellow
coming in both banded and
striped varieties. This snake eats
a wide variety of prey items
that include rodents, snakes
(including rattlesnakes), birds,
lizards, and large invertebrates.
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The core mission of the National Park
Service is to protect and preserve
natural resources, processes, systems,
and values of the parks they
manage. Our philosophy is protect,
and restore when necessary, native
ecosystems and let natural processes
play out. Park Rangers and Volunteers
document their observations of flora
and fauna. Scientists conduct
research to try to understand the
status and frends of the species and
systems they protect. This information
is vital fo advising park management
and philosophy.
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Cabrillo National Monument
Herpetology Guide

Name

For more information:
Www.nps.gov/calbr

Cabrillo National Monument Conservancy
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Belding’s Orange-throated Whiptail

San Diego Alligator Lizard
(Aspidoscelis hyperythra beldingi)

(Elgaria multicarinata webbii)

S. California Legless Lizard
(Anniella stebbinsi)

Garden Slender Salamander
(Batrachoseps major major)

A species of special concern,
but does very well at Cabrillo
National Monument. Because
of habitat fragmentation and
habitat loss, this species now
only inhabits approximately
25% of its historic range. It eats
small invertebrates and is
common at the park. Look for
a lizard with a bright orange
throat and a long tail.

A somewhat common and
very large lizard with short
limbs and a long tail. The

alligator lizard can be
mistaken for a snake at times
because of its long tail and
snake-like locomotion. This
species will eat small
invertebrates, small lizards
and small mammails. It will
sometimes feed on bird eggs
and young birds.

Not a snakel! It's a legless lizard
because it has eyelids and can
drop its tail fo help it escape a
predator. This species spends a
lot of its fime underground, so it
can be difficult to find. It feeds
oninsects in larvae form,
beetles, termites, and spiders.

This species of salamander does
not breathe through a lung; rather
they respire through their skin and

mouth tissues. They must live in
damp environments and they will
only move about on land during
wet weather — usually the winter
months. Upon inspection, the
garden slender salamander looks
more like a small, slimy worm. It is
about 2-3 inches long with very
short limbs.



