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(2) Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Samuel Smith's Tavern site (the dates 1690-1740) were determined b 
archaeological pipe-stem and ceramic dating. The site is «          
Wellfleet, and has been excavated by archeologists from PlymouthPSitation

Rumors of the site, re-inforced by occasional "pot hunted" specimens 
(a 1723 English coin, pewter spoons, clay pipes, etc.) led to professional 
investigation in 1969. Over 24,000 artifacts were uncovered and cata 
loged: these included dateable pipe stems, ceramics, wine glasses and 
drinking containers of the period 1690-1740.

The original building was perhaps SO'xSO 1 and faced south. Bricks 
were crude and undoubtedly made in Massachusetts. Two square cobblestone 
cellars were uncovered under the two rooms in the floor. The West cellar 
was rich in whale bone, indicating that shore whaling was practiced here 
long before the golden age or whaling (approximately 1800-1865).

Plymouth Plantation artists have drawn a sketch of the building as it 
may have looked, and superimposed it on a photograph of the excavated foun 
dations this photo, with three others showing the work in stages, is^on 
the site in the form of a panel exhibit.

A preliminary report has been published, a final one due, and the 
site re-filled with sand for protection. Today, this site in the pitch 
pines probably appears much as it has for the last 50 years, a lonely 
scattering of bricks and ballast stones marking the foundations of an 
old : snore-wMIing*fislbetman f s : Tavern. Even though all great timber on 
Great Island had been cut by 1711, enough grasses remained for grazing 
cattle and keeping down-blowing sand probably into the early 18th century, 
the time of the Tavern's greatest use.

Significance: 3rd Order 
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Acreage: 1 acre 

Treatment Recommended: Routine patrol.by Park Rangers site has 
been re-filled filled with sand.

Estimated cost of exposing foundations and cellars, stabilizing 
same, $50,000.

Photograph enclosed
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
^.;' ^^^^^^^^^^ ;  "..".':

 m|Hr> off Wellfleet, originally was part of Eastham, which 
embraced the entire Lower Cape. Many of the founding fathers of Eastham 
(1644) had land claims and fishing rights HiJsHBBB economics there 
began with timbering (by 1711 all the timberhadbeencut) , wenft through 
fishing, shore-whaling, and finally, grazing. By 1750, fishing had begun 
to decline and shor^e-whaling was no more). By 1800, grazing had to be 
restricted as sand blowing naturally followed destruction of the original 
forest. HHBwas tree planted in pine several times one grove of 
white pine, started as late as 1936, now has respectable size.

Earl Rich, local Wellfleet historian, says "..Smith's Tavern was more 
or less a stopping off place where one could spend .the time while waging 
for the tide to reach sufficient height to navigate the waters of

Another

The great significance of this Tavern site lies in its archeological 
revelations of early Cape architecture, shore whaling-fishing, and early 
Colonial history in general. Cape Cod tie-ins with Plimoth, culturally, / 
are most interesting and throw new light on living conditions in Colonial 
times, for the activities of the colonists are by no means clear if we 
rely exclusively on historical documents handed down. The latter are 
sometimes in error, and more often, neglect to tell us the commonplace, 
unreported facts we need to know.

This site contributed much information on architectural techniques of 
the period, especially as a means of comparing mainland and Cape struc 
tures, with additional information on dietary habits of the residents.

one lives 
there today, and visitation is restricted to hikers and boaters.

A final note of interest: A resume.of land titles
dated 1898, tracing titles back to 1643, shows one, Samuel Smith, buying 
lots for cattle grazing in 1743y not before. It is probable that he did 
not found the Tavern, but was unquestionably its owner in its declining
years* , r .



Natural- History Aug.-Sept. 1971, pp.48-57. Article by Dr. James Deetz
and Erik Ekholm.

Preliminary Report: Excavations at C-9, Wellfleet, Mass. By Erik Ekholm and
James Deetz, Plimoth Plantation, Plymouth, Mass., 1970. 

The Cape Codder;. Aug. 24, 1972. Article, A Tavern in the Town by Earl
G. Rich

Esaminer's Report on Title of Robert H. Jenkins, et al. Boston, Mass. 
3/29/1898. Re: Great- Island Titles.. On hand, CAGO.'- - -v - -. - - .......
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In compliance with Executive Order 11593, I hereby 
nominate this property to the National Register, certify 
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view Board and to evaluate its significance. The recom- 
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